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TO TUK UT. RI<!V. 

THE LOUD ItlSHOP OF WTNCHESTEU, 

ETC., ETC.: 

r DKDIOATE THIS SERMON, HY PERMISSION, 

NOT AS COMMITTING HIM TO ANY OF ITS POSITIONS, 

RUT Art A TOKEN OF GRATITUDE 

FOR HIS EARNEST AND YKT MOST PRUDENT EFFORTS 

TO EXTEND THE CATHOLIC RELATIONS, 

AND TO APPLY THE 

GENEROUS SUCCOURS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

AMONG SISTER CHURCHES 

AND PERSECUTED BRETHREN IN MANY LANDS. 

A 0. 0., Bishop of Western New Yoi 

Buffalo, June Wth, 1879. 
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I I E H T O K A T Ï O N  IN MEXICO. 

A  S E R M O N  
15v RINO Hisuoi' OF \'\RJCSTEKN NKW YORK. 

"StrODgtlion tlii! things which romoiu, that are ready 
to die."—Kov. ili. a. 

THE burning and shining light of midsum. 
mor lends itself to this Feast of the great Bap. 
tizcr, as if to remind us of the eulogy of his 
MASTER, lie was not the light of the world; 
but he was sent to bear witness of that Light, 
and we tire reminded to-day of the nature of 
Missionary work and of the source of its pow­
er. The voico of the LOKD shaketh the wil­
derness by His servant John; it is to prepare 
the way of the Messiah. The coming of the 
Sun of Righteousness is heralded by the Morn 
ing Star; ho only reflects the glory of the 
Redeemer. Beautiful the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings; but he is only the 
Bridegroom's friend. I le ushers in the Bride­
groom Himself, coming to espouse His Church, 
and to enlarge her with a dowry of children, 
whom Ho will " make princes in all the earth." 
It is the commission of the herald and of the 
Missionary to comfort the people, like St. 
John, by the Gospel-tidings; " Behold the 
Lamb of GOD, that taketh away the sin of the 
world." Beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of such a Missionary; and, though our 
Brother-elect is to be sent to "the Valley of 
Mexico," let us not say, with the unbelievers 
of old: "The LORD is GOD of the hills; but 
He is not GOD of the valleys." There also, 
we humbly trust, GOD will "deliver a great 
multitude into his hand." And long may this 
good day be remembered in Moxico, as mak­
ing over to her Church and people the con­
soling promises and the blessed example it 
recalls. 

We stand here, at the confluence of waters 
gathered from a thousand sources, which 
unite at our feet and roll on in ever ac 
cumulating volume to the great Gulf; and 
so a thousand providences are combined in 
this solemnity to create a "sea of glory" 

which wo pray may inundate Mexico itself. 
And in view of the peculiar trials of the 
work before I he new Bishop, wc may trust 
that the Collect for this day may ever find a 
glorious answer in his life and ministry; 
" ALMIGHTY GOD, by Whose providence Thy 
servant John Baptist was wonderfully born, 
and sent to prepare the way of Thy SON our 
SAVIOUR, by preaching repentance; Make us 
so to follow his doctrine and holy life, thatwc 
may truly repent according to his preaching; 
and after his example, constantly speak the 
truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer 
for the truth's sake; through JESUS CHRIST 
our LORD. Amen." 

The services of this festival give us, more­
over, most cheering pledges as to the success 
of Missionary work. " Every valley shall be 
exalted and every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low; and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain, and the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed." New 
force is given to these promises by the inven­
tions which GOJJ has permitted man to make 
in these times of ours. It is not for earthly 
interests that He stimulates the minds of men 
to accomplish His purposes. When Augustus 
Ctesar was engineering the Roman roads, by 
which his armies might be easily moved to 
the ends of the earth, it was, after all, the 
little Child in the carpenter's shop of Galileo 
for whom all this was done. Those highways 
were for GOD, and the fishermen of Galilee 
were to use them for nobler purposes than 
those of the emperor. And so now, when 
men pierce the isthmus, and tunnel tiie moun­
tains, and stretch the telegraphic wire, and lay 
the iron way, and force the swift keel through 
the oceans by the mighty impulse of steam, 
wc feel that the times of prophecy are close 
at hand. "Thesccrct of the LOUD is with 
them that fear Him." Wc sec Mis tokens and 


