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Our aim in compiling the present volume, as was 

also, in compiling its predecessor, GEMS OP ENGLISH 

POETRY, is to offer to the goung a collection of elegant 

extracts in prose, which would he both instructive and 

entertaining, and which, at the same time, would con­

tain nothing hurtful to faith or morals. 

ft is true that there are already many such works 

as the present, „Gleanings'", „Readers'", etc.; but it 

is no less true that most of them can not, in point 



o/ faith or morals, be recommended to Christian 

youth. We may even venture to say that our stock 

of hooks wholly unexceptionable, in this regard, does 

not. equal the demands of the present day. 


