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WEDNESDAY JUNE 28, 1972

21 wmissAL with Calendar (Use of Rome), ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT
ON VELLUM, 345 leaves, the first part mostly in eights fol-
lowed by alternations of tens and sixes, then fourteens and
twos, original foliation in red 1-127 (interrupted by Pre-
faces and Canon, unfoliated), 128-273, fols. 274 to the end
left unfoliated, no catchwords, complete, double columns,
Calendar in 32 lines, text in 30, Prefaces in 11 with musical
notation on 3-line staves, Canon in 18, written in red and
black in a fine gothic liturgical hand by one scribe, initials
alternating red and blue, principal red initials with sepia
foliate penwork filling and flourishes, principal blue
initials with red decoration, 3 LARGE HISTORIATED INITIALS,
FULL-PAGE CRUCIFIXION MINIATURE WITHIN FULL BORDERS,
folio, 371 x 255mm., 19th Century red morocco gilt with a
cross within multiple rules, brass clasps, g.e.

[Weesp near Amsterdam, circa 1475]

PROVENANCE. On the inside of the first leaf (an original paste-down)
is inscribed ‘Ego magister Petrus’ which refers to his full-page
statement on the blank page following the scribe’s fol. 127. Intro-
ducing himself as ‘priest and public notary by imperial authority’,
his writing appears to be a charter for the parochial church at
Weesp to whom ‘this ancient book’ belonged, defining its status,
properties and responsibilities, and is dated 1524, The same Latin
‘brieff’ seems to be referred to in a long note in Dutch, too faded
to be easily legible, on the inside of the paste-down, dated ‘Sunday
25 January 1534’. At the end of Master Peter’s statement is the
inscription of Gerardus Laurentius Bono, chaplain of Leyden, dated
1768. A later inscription on the recto of the paste-down (partly
erased) refers to Arnoldus Louftius and to Laurentius van Rhiin
as later owners. The Missal proper is preceded by an office ‘De
doloribus B.M.V. Missa’ written in brown in 38 lines, double
columns, by a different scribe

DECORATION. At the beginning is a 9-line initial ‘A’ of burnished
gold on a deep mauve ground containing David kneeling at prayer
In a landscape. A similar initial ‘T° for the Canon contains Geth-
semane (rubbed) and is set in a border of scrolling acanthus and
naturalistic flowers within black rules. Opposite is the Crucifixion
miniature (slightly rubbed) within a similar border ruled in brown.
The third initial, gold on blue, fol. 128, contains Christ stepping
from the tomb, and has scrolling acanthus in the upper margin, a
slender bar-border in the left, and three flowers within pen-work
scrolls heightened with gold dises, in the lower margins

Similar conventions for landscape and buildings, and especially the
faces, as well as a distinct originality in the Gethsemane, seem to
relate these paintings to Delaissé’s figs. 113 and 114 (see A Century
of Dutch Ms. Illumination, pp, 50-51). In Gethsemane the sleeping
disciples are in the foreground, one marvellously in back view, and
Christ in profile is in the same plane, agony showing in his posture.
The crowd in the distance is suggested in a few significant strokes,
entering a gate in a very naturalistic stockade. A VERY FINE MISSAL

See Plate VI
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kenburg rug schoongeweekt, eerste katernen

losgehaald, met perkament gerestaureerd %
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