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Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure SUPPLEMENT TO THE Gentleman's Stable Directory, OR Modern Syftem of Farriery. t~ e iHE unlimited approbation of an indul-1 gent public having ranked the Directoryvery high in general eftimation, it would dis-play an evident want of gratitude in the authornot to render the work as perfect as a conftantaccumulation of experimental remarks will per-mit, and to farther increafe its acknowledgedutility, by the addition of every profeffionalimprovement that can in the lead tend to en-lighten a fubjecl; fo eagerly investigated even A 2                             by



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 4 ) by thofe who formerly affected to neglect thefuperintendance of both Jluds and Jlables, asmatters too trifling for perfonal confideration. Such indifference is no longer to be obferved,or complained of, among the moil opulent orfafhionablej for the wonderful avidity withwhich the numerous editions of the StableDirectory have been purchafed in this, andrepeatedly printed in a neighbouring king-dom, are demonftrative proofs that the fubjecthas acquired new life from fuch publication,and that the medical and chirurgical parts ofFarriery are immerging very rapidly from therude and' illiterate hands in

which they wereoriginally placed. Upon this flattering improvement the au-thor has to gratulate the public, as well as hisown fenfations, upon a feries of fuch uninter-rupted fuccefs; for the great purport of hispublication may be considered in a certain de-gree gratified, when the firft fortunes and abili-ties no longer iilentlyand implicitly fubmit thenobleft and mod,valuable animal on earth tothe ignorance and obftinacy of every unen-lightened adventurer, but with a generous emulation



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( s ) emulation condefcend to inveftigate the originof difeafe, and comprehend the rational methodof cure. This palpable conviction has arifenfrom the very great number of noblemen andgentlemen of the firft eminence who have notonly honoured the author with their confidenceand correfpondence, upon the utility of hisDire&ory, and the great efficacy of his Me-dicines, but called in his affiftance upon cafesof the greatefl difficulty and danger, where aftridl attention to his inftrudions has beenattended with the moft per feci fuccefs. In a work of fo much extent, involving fuchvariety, and aiming fo much

at general reform-ation j perfection, at frjl, was not, could notybe expeded ; conflantly increafing pradice andexperience, with incefTant application and at-tention, muft perpetually throw new lightsupon many parts of the whole, and render per-fedly applicable the communication of fuchremarks as may tend to make complete as pof-fible> a trad, in which the public at largehave proved themfelves fo immediately inte-refted. A 3                          Thus



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 6 } Thus far by way of apology, for introducingunder the appendage of a Supplement, whatbecame in fact a matter indifpenfablej for toits necejfity fuch a combination of eircumftancesbear powerful evidence, that it was no longerto be avoided : the literary complaints oifometand anonymous expostulations of othersf upon thefubjecls we proceed to treat, as well as thepergonal fuperintendance and aftiftance the au-thor has been required to give, in tbefe verycafes, fingidar, alarming, and even fatal, wherenature has been ridiculoufly checked, or obfli-nately oppofed, render fuperfluous any

fartherdefence for its introduction. Although the fubjecl: matter of this additionis fuppofed to conftitute a mere animadverfionupon lameneis proceeding from thorn wounds,and pundured or lacerated tendons, yet thereare variety of experimental obfervations (how-ever inferior, individually confidered) thatbecome equally neceffary to our prefent defign-of rendering the work as nearly applicable aspoffible to the wants or wiflies of fo very nu-merous a body of readers. To



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 7 ) To juftify, in a great meafurej the mode ofpractice to be inculcated, and hereafter laiddown; to counteract the malicious or pre-judiced remarks of the interefted or diffatisried,as well as to eftablifh, upon an inco7itr avertiblebajis, the rational^ proper, and fuccefsfulj me-thods of treatment, recent cafes in point will bequoted ?>, and however improper it may be tointroduce the names of characters too eminentfor fuch publication, yet no kind of fecrecywill be at all neceflary refpefting the parties,whenever thofe fubjeds become the profeflionaltopics of conversion between the author andhis

friends. Such cafes will be likewife illuftrdted to de-tnonftrate the confiftency, propriety, and fuc-cefs, of modern practice, in oppofition to theahtient fyfrem, fo repeatedly enlarged upon inthe courfe of the work. A very great numberof literary applications having been addrefledto the author, from different parts of the king-dom, requiring a farther explanation uponmany fubjects, and a continuation of others, itis his earneft defire to elucidate every pajjage,{o as to render it perfectly clear, and to de-fcend to fuch minutia, for the gratification ofA 4                     irquirers



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 8 ) inquirers, as did not appear fo immediatelyneceffary in the firfr. formation of the Direc-tory. But the doubts of fame, and the timidity(added to the inexperience) of others, havingthrown difficulties in the way of the moftfimple operations, it becomes a duty incum-bent to obviate thofe complaints, and leave infuture (if poffible) little room for oppofitionfrom the interested or diffatisfied. Thefeobfervations are only made to preventfurprife at the occafional introduction of fomeremarks in the courfe of this addition, thatmay, to the more experienced and enlightenedreader, feem very much inferior

to the magnitude of the fubjecl:, not considering how manythere are whofe infantile judgment mufr. re-ceive every injlrudiion from the pages beforethem. Under the influence of this confederation itbecomes (particularly after the frequent oppo~fition from fervants or grooms) perfectly appli-cable to introduce a few inductions upon thevery fimple act of neatly delivering a ball to the horfe,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 9 ) horfe, without a fear of regurgitation; a cir-cumftance that very frequently happens tothofe who are little acquainted with the propermode of operation: and thefe directions willnot (to many) appear fo immediately neceffary*unlefs I communicate what will hardly bethought pojjibk, but by thofe who know thecircumftance to be well authenticated, in myown neighbourhood, where it very lately oc-curred. A. valuable horfe, the property of Cap?, W-------, having been under a courfe of the Pectoral Cordial Balls for a fevere cold, elevenhad been given without the lead difficulty;but in giving the

twelfth and laft of the courfe,the fervant not perceiving the ball pafs the gul-let, erroneoufly conceived the ball was lodgedin the throat, and (ridiculous as it may feem)abfolutely fet moft manfully to work v/tihhalfa broom handle to diflodge the ball, till he hadfo bruifed and lacerated the furrounding parts,that a violent inflammation enfued, and it wasnot till after the induftrious efforts of a fort-night, that the poor animal could be pro-nounced out of danger from this new and veryextraordinary mode of operation. To



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( « ) To obviate fuch trouble, and to render uri-neceffary the ufe of the farrier''sfavourite injlrtt-ment, " a balling iron," (only calculated toincreafe the difficulty) I prefiime to introducefuch inftruclions for the adminiftration of a ballas will enable the operator to deliver it withthe greatefl eafe to himfelf and fafety to hispatient. Firft holding the ball in the righthandy longitudinally and equally furrounded bythe fingers and thumb, let the left be infinuatedon the off fide of the mouth, when takinggently hold of the tongue, draw it fteadily outbetween the tulk and the grinders, then grafp-ing it with great

firmnefs, introduce the righthand with the ball, and paffing it up with aproper degree of refolution, to the higheft pof-iible point j lodge it upon the root of thetongue, inftantly pufiling it forward with yourfingers, and withdrawing your hand, place itunder his jaw, let loofe the tongue, and raifehis head, where, holding it for a very fhortfpace, the ball is perceived to pafs without theleaft difficulty; while on the contrary, a horfe,either timid or refractory, is made much morelb by the painful ufe of an iron that, fromits very fhape, appearance, and method ofintroduction, is evidently calculated to pro-mote



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure < it ) mote or increafe the difficulty it was intendedto prevent. Thefe particulars, trifling as they may ap»Dear to thofe expert in the practice, are never-thelefs more particularly neceffary in the pre-fent improving ftate of medicine, wherereformation is making fuch rapid ftrides, thatthe adventurous opinions of rufiic fasriers, and:the dangerous compofitions they provide, bidexceedingly fair to encounter a partial oblivion :and as numbers of the firft fporting eminencehave publicly declared their unalterable deter-mination to commence and continue their ownfarriers, fuch directions cannot be too

clearlyexplained or uuiverfally known. It will, previous to a continuation upon thefubject, be perfectly in point to obferve, it wasnot till after a very rapid fale of the thirdedition of the Stable Directory, thatl en-tertained the leaft idea of preparing my moftefficacious medicines for the accommodation ofthe public in general; and even then thethought occurred not more from the frequentfupplies required by noblemen and gentlemenat remote diftances, than an obfervation of great4                             weight V



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure { rt ) Weighty made by one of the moil opoleritfporting characters in the kingdom. * That having repeatedly purchafed his *  Purging Balls ready prepared, he was eter-^1 nally perplexed and difappointed in their' effe&s; fome being exceedingly violent and' dangerous, while others under the fame namei' price, and defcription, were fearcely per-c ceptible in the operation, and this fre- *  quently happened in the fame fubjecl; a' contrafl fo oppofite, he could no way recon- *  cile but by a fuppofition that fo large a *  quantity might be made together, as to render' impracticable a regular

incorporation of the *  ingredients.' A remark fo perfectly appofite and appa-rently juft, immediately determined me uponthe perfonal preparation of my mod powerful,prefcriptions, under the jeal andfignature of ** Taplin's genuine Horse Medicines," as a counteraction to the adulteration fo fullyexplained in the preface; and it is no fmallrecommendation to the undertaking, or grati-fication to_ the proprietor, that, from the firft hour



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( »3 ) liour of embarkation, amidft. the incredibleconfumption in the metropolis, and almoftevery part of England, to the amount of manyhundred dozens, not a fingle complaint of thein efficacy of purgatives, peel orals, diuretics, orany of the whole lift of his advertifed medi-cines, has ever reached the author. On thecontrary, innumerable congratulations upontheir various good effects are conftanr in arrival;but as declarations bearing fo much the appear-ance of faihionable attachment to felf-interefltwill not be univerfally believed, palpable proofsof their general utility, the applicable

intro^duclion of a few concife inftances of theiracknowledged efficacy, cannot be confideredobftrufive, when evidently and equally adaptedto the promotion of public good. Before I proceed to the irjveftigation andproper treatment of thorn wounds, puncturedor lacerated tendons, and their dreadful effects,it becomes abfolutely rcceffary I refer the readerto my conclufive remarks u;-on Windgalls,in the clafs under that head, in the early partof the Stable Directory, where it will befound how very emphatically I have repre-fented the hazard, the danger (not to add the fol/yj



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( H ) folly) of attempting their cure by perforation,and endeavoured to inculcate, mojl forcibly, theonly probability of fucceeding in the effort, by' performing the operation with a bijlory, andf the motion of elevation.' After fuch cautions, fo earneftly urged, it isilrange to relate, that within the circle of myown practice I have been required to give myaffifiance in two cafes, where very fine andvaluable horfes have been irretrievably loft, anddoomed to the hounds they had fo nobly fol-lowed, by the rafh and imprudentofficioufnefsof two of the faculty, who prefuming moftcertainly more on their

confidence than theirjudgment, facrificed to felf-confequence andthe deftru&ive lancet, hunters offigure ,faJloion,fpeed, and value, not to be exceeded in thekingdom, firengthening by their imprudence,the obfervation of a celebrated writer, c that *  more have died by the improper ufe of the *  lancet than the point of the fword.' To prevent in future (if poffible) fuch con-temptible efforts of profeflional fierility, toguard the unwary from becoming dupes totheir own credulity, and the dangerous efforts of



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( *5 ) of hazardous experiments, is much more themotive of inducement to recite fuch cafes, thanany promifed expectation of permanent relieffrom the mode of treatment raoft applicableto the predominant fymptoms of either, whichwill neverthelefs be accurately explained. CASE O F A PUNCTURED TENDON, In the month of Auguft 1788, I was ap-plied to by a character of the firft eminence to,give my opinion upon one of the firft huntersin England, for which he had been repeatedlyoffered a hundred and twenty guineas. Uponmy arrival I found the horfe labouring underthe moft

excruciating and indefcribahle agony,totally unable to fet his off hind foot to theground, and from the higheff poffible con-dition, yery much emaciated in a few days withthe extremity of pain. Investigating by in*



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 16 ) quiry the caufe of complaint, I was in*formed that a ftudent in furgery, from one ofthe hofpitals, had lately been upon a vilit tothe family; he was frequently in the (tables,and perceiving an enlargement juft above thefootlock joint, which denominating a •windgail,he displayed a great defire to obliterate by per-foration. This being too kindly (too inadver-tently) permitted by the owner, he attemptedthe operation with a common lancet, but withfo little fortitude and fuccefs, that in makinghis incifion, the natural motion and rejectingeffort of the animal, fafcinated the inexperi-enced operator in

his firft attempt, and de-prived him of his inftrument (which was thenext day found in the litter) but not till he hadgiven a defhuctive proof of his inability, andafforded a mod ftriking corroboration of theremarks before alluded to in '* The Directory,"upon this unlucky mode of extirpation. Proceeding to minute infpection, I foundthe whole joint and furrounding parts in thehighefr. ftate of tenfion and inflammation ; theorifice of the injury fo very trifling as barely toadmit the end of a probe, and fo exceedingpainful as not to bear the leafl preffure, but by much



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( i7 ) ? tnuch difficulty and perfeverance; from everypredominant fymptom (and they were all equallyviolent) I could notentertain a momentary doubt,but the extenfor tendon was as much pundured,lacerated, or divided, as the diminutive fize ofthe inftrument ufed, and the obftrudive mo-tion of the horfe would admit. This appa-rent fact I was induced to-believe (by thefeverity of pain, and almo'ft uncommon vio-lence of iymptoms), that the point of the lancetwas broken off'm the attempt, and retained inthe wound: upon premifing this fear to thegroom, he allured me that was not the cafe;for the

inftrument was perfed -when found.How that could be, after remaining under ahorfe in his litter for twenty-four hours (as thelancet was not produced) will never be clearlyreconciled to my own opinion, who have fc>conftantly fuch an inftrument in my hand. To return: finding the orifice (fmall as itwas) difcharge, upon prejure, a bloody ichor,or indigefted fanies, and the edges to haveacquired a very rigid callofity, I determined(that the digeftion might not be a momentretarded, when fufficiently fuppufated for fe-paration) io enlarge the orifice, by dividing the B                  integument



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( >8 J integument fuperjicially with the biftory, to tfelength of an inch in the whole. I then proceeded to the immediate ufe of afomentation, prepared exceedingly ftrong fromthe various aromatic herbs, as rofemary andlavender blended with wormwood and camo-mile, continuing to foment the whole limb,from above the hough downwards, with alarge fponge conftantly impregnated with thedecoction, hot as it could be applied, withoutinjury, for at leaft a quarter of an hour, thendreffing with a pledget of very warm yellowdigeftive, covered the whole affected part witha powerful fuppurative

poultice, and repeatedthe fomentation, drefiing, and poultice, twiceevery day, till a tolerable difcharge was pro^moted, which was not for fome conliderabletime; and even then, effected by increafing theheat of the fomentation and the ftrength ofthe poultice, as much as circumftanees wouldbear. The general intent of the treatment was ,infome degree anfwered ; for the pain was greatlymitigated (except in motion) and the difchargemoderate, but fo very fcetid, and of fo cor- 5 .                    rofive



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( *9 ) rofive a tendency, that it formed Jinufes in everydirection downwards, furrounding the bones tothe different depths of two, three, or fourinches. A feparation of. parts in the prefentcomplication was abfolutely impra&icable,without rendering to a certainty the remedyworfe than the difeafe. Thus fituated, nohope of cure could be entertained but by areunion of the divided parts, to promote which,a conftant fyringing with detergents wasadopted at every dreffing, the wound was co-vered with lint, plentifully impregnated withthe ftable digeftive, as warm as could be ap-plied with fafety, firft

infinuating as much aspoflible within the orifice (in the manner of atent), and covering all with a common poul-tice of bread, milk, and oil, as the befl bed forfo tender a part.i By a perfeverance in this mode of treatmentthe finufes were perfectly united from the bot-tom, and the wound completely healed (orcicatrized) in little more than a month fromthe time of my being called in, with no othertxternai inconvenience than a trifling enlarge-ment of the joint, and an apparent callcfity ofthe integument. But, as I had every reafon toB 2                       believe,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 20 ) "believe, from the firft moment of infpedtion,fo it terminated in oppofition to every humaneendeavour of the owner; for, after a run ofnear twelve months, with no other perceptibleadvantage than a feeming relief from violentpain, and without the power of walking orufing even gentle motion with the foot affected,an end was unavoidably put to his exiftence,amply demonftrating the danger of experi-ments, and the prudence of fometimes " Bearing thofe ills we have, *' Rather than fly to others we know not of." A cafe of the fame complexion, and producedby the very fame means, will hereafter

comeunder recital; but, as its termination has beenvery different from the former, I mall intro-duce others in the way they occurred. After all that has been theoretically andpractically advanced by different writers (in-cluding what has been faid upon the famefubject in The Stable Lireclory) it will, nodoubt, afford the moft fingular fatisfaction tomany, that an opportunity has offered to intro-duce a fuccefsful and well authenticated cafeof the Farcy, where a complete cure has been effected



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 21 ) effeded by the rational fyftem already laiddown, with no other variations but fuch astemporary appearances rendered unavoidablynecefTary. A SUCCESSLFUL CASE O F THE FARCY. In the month of September, 1788, I wascalled to one of the moft opulent charaders inWindfor-Foreft (refiding in the neighbourhoodof the cafe before-mentioned), who, having ablood mare labouring under a very fevere anduncommon eruption, was told by his groomand ftable attendants, that the difeafe in quef-tion was the Farcy, for which no cure could beexpeded. Having confulted every author in his

library(and they were all there) who had written B 3                       upon



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 22 ) upon the difeafes of horfes, he was ple'afed tofay, * he could difcover no fatisfactoiy invefti-' gation or explanation of the origin, no fyfte- *  matic mode of treatment, or probability of *  cure, but in the Stable Directory; which had *  given him fo perfect a reprefentation of far- *  riers' pradtice in general, that he was deter-s mined to entruft no cafe of confequence to*. their management, and enjoined me to un- *  dertake the fuperintendance,' I found, uponinquiry, the mare had been bled in an earlyflage of the appearance} but, the owner beinga long time abfent from home, the mare hadbeen

continued at full feed, and no medicinalflep taken to reftrain or counteract the progrefsof deifafe. That I might the better afcertain the prefentirate of the blood, I ordered three pints to betaken away, which, almoft immediately afterits exrravafation, formed a rigid coagulum,'producing upon the furface a coat of fize morethan two inches thick, fo very vifcid that apen-knife, exceedingly fharp, barely effectedits feparation, the craffamentum uncommonlylivid and adhelive, denoting a great degree ofinflammation. This



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( *3 ) This was the exact ftate I had reafon to be-lieve I fhould find it in, from every externalappearance and examination;' for upon takingoff the pellicle from any particular puftule, Iobferved the discharge to be of glutinous con-fidence, putrid and offenfive, very differentfrom what we fometimes find an acrimoniousichor. As a preparatory ftep to the introduc-tion of medicine, I inftantly altered the regimento warm.mafb.es three times a day, with hay infmall quantities, and one ounce of nitre dif-folved in both the morning and evening por-tions of water, making two ounces for everytwenty-four hours;

during this mode of com-mencement, I perceived the off leg behind tofwell fo rapidly, from the footlock joint to theftifle, and throw out fuch a general fulnefs,particularly on the infide the thigh, that I couldnot entertain a momentary doubt but a criticalformation of matter would inevitably takeplace. To promote which, with all poffibleexpedition, I increafed the fupport, by fub-ftituting plenty of corn for the mafhes, andcalled in the additional aid of ftrong and fre-quent fomentations, hot as could be ufed with-out injury (with two large pieces of fpongeB 4                 alternately)



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( U ) alternately) for the threatened fuppuration wastoo extenfive to admit the application of poul-tices by any bandage that could be invented.Thiscrifis was evidently an effort of nature inour favour, and a few days afforded great pro-bability of fuccefs, for two fmall apertures ap-pearing on the infide of the thigh, at aboutthree inches diftance (from which flowedmatter of the confidence before defcribed),and the probe pafling direclly through both,forming a complete finus, I made an entirereparation with the biftory, and obtained a dis-charge almoft incredible. I perfevered in myfomentation and

drefTed with warm digeltive;but at the fecond dreffing I difcovered deepfeated finufes forming in different directions,and furrounding the hough joints where nofharp pointed inftruments could be infinuatedwithout danger. In the next four-and-twentyhours another wound appeared on rather thefore part of the infide of the joint, directlyupon the flexor tendon, bearing all the marksof virulence and inveteracy, continuing tothrow out fuch fucceflions of fungous as notto be conceived by thofe unacquainted with thepractice. In



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure C *5 ) In this predicament followed a fecond flrug-gle for fuperiority between the natural anxietyand impatience of the employer, and the judg-ment and reputation of the employed j theformer repeatedly dooming the patient to theking's kennel at Afcot, the latter as conftantlyimploring her refpite; which having with muchdifficulty finally obtained, I immediately form-ed my medical arrangement, and proceededwithout variation or interruption in the follow-ing way.—Having two days before begun acourfe of my (advertifed) alterative powders,in the morning and evening feeds of corn,(firft fprinkled with

water to infure their ad-hefion and confumption) I now added anounce of Peruvian bark in powder to be giventwice every day, in three quarters of a pint ofthin gruel, repeating the ounce of nitre in thewater, night and morning, without intermif-|ion. I adopted this plan upon a perfect confi-dence, that fuch fyftem would effect all thatcould be expected from medicines internally,then directing my attention to the complicatedwounds and finufes (that in fact bore a defpe-fate afpecl), my great hope and expectation confided



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 26 ) confifted in correcting the morbid matter, andfupporting nature; as neither ftrength or ap-petite feemed yet to fail, nor had conftant painvifibly diflreffed the patient, or reduced theframe. The almoft unprecedented growth of fun-gous bidding defiance to every confident cor-rofive, cau/tic, or efebarotic, I had no alterna-tive to effecl: my purpofe but the edge of theknife j to this never failing refource I dailyapplied for extirpation, repeating the fuperfi-cial fcarifications longitudinally and tranverfely,fo as not only to excite plentiful difcharges ofgrumous inflammatory blood, but to difuniteand deftroy the

very foundation of this obftruc-tion to cure. After thefe fcarifications thewounds were dreffed with the precipitate oint-ment, and covered with warm digeftive, amode of treatment that foon gave the wholea very healthy appearance, and promifed gra-dual improvement. As I have before obferved, the finufes werefo fituated amidft the mufcular and ligamen-tary parts, that inftrumental feparation wasnot only dangerous but impoffible; a cure could



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 27 ) could therefore only be obtained by a perfeve-rance in the mode of treatment beft adaptedto the exigency of difeafe. Availing myfelfof experimental obfervatior*, I continued tocleanfe them thoroughly at every dreffing withthe injection of tindlure of myrrh (by meansof a long necked ivory fyringe), the beft bal-famic detergent for foul wounds, inveterate ul-cers, or deep feated finufes, I have been ableto difcover in the whole clafs of externals,during a long and attentive practice. Proceeding regularly in this track, with apunctual adminiftration of the internal medi-cines before recited, and the

external applica-tions fo minutely defcribed, the mare, inlittle more than fix weeks, was completelycured, perfedly free from every appearance oferuption^ lamenefs, or difeafe, and is now in foalby a celebrated Arabian of the royal ftud. To thofe who may wifh to have farther ani-madverfion upon the diftinct and acting pro-perties of the medicines internally applied, Ican only obferve, fuch explanation would veryfar exceed the limits originally prefcribed forthe extent of this addition; it muff therefore fuffice



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure C 23 ) fuffice to fay, if I had formed a hope of reduc-ing inflammation, correcting acrimony, and refcu-ing the whole mafs of blood from an inveterateand dangerous flate of morbidity, by the ufe ofthe alterative powders, bark, and nitre, I muftconfider myfelf exceedingly fortunate, thatthey completed in conjunction, what, perhaps,might never have been effected by any part ofthe whole. A SUCCESSFUL CASE O F LIGAMENTARY LAMENESS. The former cafe was fucceeded by a fevereligamentary lamenefs in the carriage horfe ofa gentleman, within three miles of my ownrefidence, that had

fufiained confiderable in-jury in the articulation of the hip joint, by aviolent fall, in fuddenly flipping up when wan-tonly exerting himfelf (at liberty) "with his companion



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 29 } companion returning from pafturej the lame*nefs was fo very fevere that it was with thegreateft difficulty he could draw the near hindleg after him, and felt great perceptible painin being obliged to move it forward, which hedid with palpable reluctance, not bearing theleaft weight upon it, or hardly permitting itto touch the ground. In four days after the accident I was re-quired to give my afliftance, and found, bythe external appearance, that the article calledopodeldoc had been very plentifully ufed, tillthe foap it contained had fo caked and accu-mulated upon the furface, (cementing the

hairinto fuch a folid mafs) as to render the pene-tration of any fpirituous application abfolutelyimpoffible. This fad: I clearly demonftratedto the owner, and was not at all furprifed tohear he had reaped no advantage from his in-duftrious application. It was unavoidably neceffary to adopt a verydifferent mode of proceedings I therefore re-commended the immediate and frequent ufe(three times a day) of a ftrong and hot fomen-tation with a fporge, as before dire&ed, not oaly



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( So ) only to thoroughly cleanfe the furroundingparts from the faponaceous ohftruElion of corro-borants, but to take off the ftri&ure from thepart, and relax the porous fyftem, preparatoryto the rubbing in of the following fiimulants,that their penetrative properties might obtainthe readier powers of action upon the internalparts affected. After the ufe of the fomentation for fullten minutes, I ordered half a gill (two ounces)of camphorated fpirits to be gradually rubbedover the whole, immediately following it upwith the fame quantity of my advertifed " em-brocation for lamenefs or Jirains," rubbing itin with fuch

degree of perfeverance, as to leaveno doubt of its penetration, and to let thefe berepeated after each time of ufing the fomen-tation. Having fuperintended this ceremony at thefirft operation, I was requefted to give myopinion, " how long I imagined it might bebefore the horfe would be able to bear hisfpoft chaife») part of a journey to Southamp-ton, which the family was under promife tomake?"—To which I undoubtedly replied, the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 3* 1 the tafk of decifion was too arduous to under-take, but in lefs than a month or fix weekswas not to be expected.—On the fourth day,however, the fervant was difpatched for a fup-ply of camphorated fpirits, and another bottlecf the embrocation, with information from hismatter, that " the horfe was mending fur-prifingly." In a few days after, having a pro-fefiional journey to the fame neighbourhood,I made inquiry a matter of convenience, andfound at the houfe, that the horfe had rfet outupon his journey, with the family, in about tendays after my being called in, from whence hereturned as perfe&ly

found as before the ac-cident. From the circumfiances of this cafe (amidllmany others), I am induced to bring forwardan obfervation I have repeatedly made uponthe ufe of opodeldoc in animals, where its moftefl'ential parts cannot come into immediatecontact with the fkin, as is evidently the ttateof the cafe with horfes, cattle, dogs, &c. wherethe hair, in greater or lefs quantities, upon theintegument, fo entirely abforb the foap in thefirft operation of rubbing, as to form an adhse-iive obftrucfion to porous admifficn, and a consequent



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 32 ) confequent rejection of the more penetrativeingredients in every future application. AndI cannot indulge the fhadow of doubt, but thofewho have tried the experiment, or made theobfervation, will eafily recollect the faponaceouimafs and obJiruSiion upon the furface I haveendeavoured to explain. Under this convic-tion (and the beft of conviction, incontroverti-ble experience) I will venture to affirm, how-ever applicable and ufeful it may be univer-fally acknowledged for various complaints ofthe human frame, I mall never fubfcribe toany pre-eminence of efficacy in its applicationto quadrupeds. CASE



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 33 ) G AS E O F A PuncJured or Lacerated ^Tendon* In the month of November 1789, I re-ceived a letter of folicitation from a gentle-man very high in a certain royal eftablifh-ment, requefting my immediate attendance inLondon to give my opinion upon a horfe that,from a mere fuperfkial defect and complicatedexperiments, was rendered a perfect cripple,without hope or expectation of cure. In fuchpredicament, it became a determined deciflonwith the proprietor, that my perfonal investi-gation fhould conclude the fcene of anxiety,by dooming the fubjed to immediate death, orproducing a plaufible ray

of hope for his reco-very. Upon my arrival in Town, and introdudionto the owner, I received information, thatabout three rnonths before, a kind of flatulent C                              or



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure (, 34 ) or fluctuating tumour appeared upon the infideof the near hough, difplaying great tendernefsupon preffure and considerable pain in action ;notwithstanding which, it was obferved tovary fo much in effect, as to be productive oflamenefs at one time and not at another.Thefe circumftances were communicated bythe groom to his mafter, and by him in cafualconverfation to one of the faculty, a furgeonof no fmall eminence, who kindly offering hisaffiftance, a chirurgical infpeclion took place,which terminated in the daily application ofdifferent poultices to promote fuppuration;thefe were continued till the

joint opinion offurgeon and groom pronounced the matter" perfectly ripe" for expulfion. Under fuchconfultation, in the abfence of the owner, theincifion was unluckily made, and dill more un-luckily immediately upon the flexor tendon,and direclly upon the part where it lay neareftthe furface. To the difappointment in thisoperation, fucceeded diftrufls, difcontent, and.cavillings, between the'projectors j for no mat-ter, no fames, digelted orindigefted, followingthe inftrument of feparation, mutual conster-nation enfued, and language little fhort ofreproach prevailed with either party. This contrariety



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 35 jcontrariety of opinion (fomething fimjlar to thefrequent oppofition between doctor and nurfe)loon effected the entire abdication of the fupe-rior, and left the groom to an uninterruptedexertion of his own judgment and medical abi-*lities. To prove the extent of which, he pre-pared an artificial probe, and continued its con-ftant introduction, for two inches or more,directly upon the tendon, thereby abrading andrendering more irritable a part already injured,and confequently fufceptible of additional painupon every erroneous application. His mailer;was Itill abfent (in a diftant part of the king-dom) and the

cafe became every day morealarming, not only in its conftantly increafingenlargement of the joint, but perpetual andinceflant pain, from which he had no reliefLNature had, in oppofition to the interpolitionsof art, clofed the orifice and healed the wound;notwithstanding which, the lamenefs wasgreater than before. This was matter of ad-ditional perplexity to the fcientific fuperinten-dent, who was now convinced nothing but apractice entirely new could fucceed. The better to eftabliih which (upon a vulgar and generally received opinion^ that mercury is a C 2                      fpecific



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure i 36'.'-) Specific for every ill) he procured a pot offirong mercurial ointment, and perfevered in itsconftant ufe by friction, till finding everyeffort to fucceed abortive, he obliquely courtedthe examination and advice of a popular farrier,Handing very high in public eftimation, whofefublimity of explanation certainly entitles himto general confidence. He mod fagacioufly difcovered and cbferved,' a vein was loft, which could only be reco-' vered by the application of a Jlro?ig blijler.'However ftrange or ridiculous a propofed re-medy, fo violent and extraordinary, may ap-pear to the judicious or experienced reader,

itmet no oppofition from the party concerned;for, coming from the high founding authorityof fo much eminence, it was hajlily procured,and as raJJj/y applied. I doubt not its effectsmay be much better conceived than defcribed 5external fire upon internal contraction couldbut add to the excruciating pain, or ratherwanton perfecution, of a fubjecT: fuffering underfuch a facceffion of cruel and inconfUlerateexperiments.



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 37 ) This account having been given me 'mrecital, as well as the prefent ftate of the horfe,I could not entertain a doubt of the flexor ten-dons being pundtured by the original operator,or lacerated by his fucceffor, in the daily prob-ing! that were to effecT: f0 expeditious a cure.Proceeding, however, to the ftables, I foundthe patient upon three legs, in a frail barely fivefeet wide, in a ftate of the greater! agony -, hiskg in an almoft conftant contractive motion,abfolutely groaning with the extremity of pain]the whole limb perceptibly wafted, the fh*meemaciated, the joint much enlarged, the cica-trix

exceedingly tender, bearing no preflureupon the tendon, and an uncommon ftriclureupon the furrounding parts, wherever theblifterhad taken effedtj and, to render the bu*finefs of inquiry complete; I found circum-,fiances had varied very little for near twomonths, but that fympfoms had continuednearly in the fame ftate. Every aclion, every predominant trait tend-ing to corroborate my fir ft opinion upon thecafe, I could not hefitate a moment to pr0,nounce, that whatever had been the origin ofthe^fimple tumour (perhaps a blow that had,^ 3                    however,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 33 ) however, never been afcertained), the caufe ofthe prefent diftreffing fcene was abfolutely andbeyond all poffibility of doubt or contradiction,a pun&ure or laceration of the tendon. Obfcured as the cafe was, by what is toomuch the pra&ice, complicated opinions andvarious experiments, in addition to the lengthof time fince the injury had been fuitained,great or fanguine hope of fuccefs was not to beentertained. I neverthelefs obferved, if theowner wifhed to adopt fuch fyflem as alonefeemed calculated to alleviate fymptoms andafford relief, giving the whole a fair and per-fevering trial of three weeks

or a month, with-out any perceptible advantage, I (hould then(however difagreeable the office muft be) cer-tainly not hefitate to advife the propriety ofpaffing the only fentence that could extricatethe fubjecl; from a life of extreme pain andperpetual mifery. My propofal having been inftantly and moftcheerfully acquiefced in by the great humanityand anxious wifh for prefervation in the owner,I ordered, without delay, a coach-houfe, oropen Jiable to be orocured (which was very3                                   ' luckily



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 39 ) iuckily obtained in the fame yard) and coveredwith litter, for his immediate reception, a par-cel of hay being fufpended at each end, toexcite his alternate motion from one end to theother when either bundle was confumed. Ingredients were dire&ly procured for thefollowing decodion: Take rofemary leaves, Roman wormwood,lavender flowers, marfhmallow leaves, and ca-momile flowers, of each four ounces; boil inten quarts of water till .reduced to eight, thenftrain. The whole limb was then fomented (withtwo large pieces of fponge alternately, as hot asthe decoction could be brought into ufe with-

out danger) from the very ftifle to the footlockjoint, continuing it for a quarter of an hour atleaft, each time of ufing the fomentation, andrepeating it three times a day at equal dis-tances of time, rubbing in after every opera-tion, upon the hough joint and neighbouringparts, a two ounce phial full of the followinganodyne folution: C 4                        Take



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 4° ) Take fpirits of wine - one pint, camphire - - - an ounce and a half,opium - -          two drachms. The camphire and opium were reduced tofmall pieces, then frequently fhaken in theipirits till dhTolved, and clofe flopped for ufe. That no part of my plan might be omitted,tending in the leaft to promote a poffibility offuccefs, I continued in town a day extraordi-nary, to fuperintend the commencement andregulate the proceedings was prefent duringthe firft operation, leaving him at full, libertyin the loofe ftable I had recommended (as thefirft probable ftep to improvement), not with-out fome degree of hope,

wpon feeing him en-joy a feeming temporary fufpenfion from pain,during the warmth of the fomentation, whichhe abfolutely leaned to, and courted the appli-.cation of, in a very particular manner. From thefe applications {however welladapted to predominant fymptoms and the exi-gency of the cafe) infallible expeSiations couldnot be formed; neverthelefs, I had experimentalreafon and conviction to believe the properly regulated



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 4' ) regulated heat? and frequency of the fomentation, might not only gradually reduce therigid callofity of the integument and ftrictureupon the part where the bljfter had been ap-plied, but alfo relax the porous fyftem, givingadmiffion to the anodyne for the reduction ofirritability, and the corroborants to excite adegree of warmth and ftimulus upon the inter-nal parts. However well founded any doubts of curemight have been, from the combined feveri-ties of the cafe, I was moft agreeably deceivedin the fufpicious opinion I had formed; forlittle more than a fortnight brought me a letterqf in formation ? that

every diftreffing fymptomwas alleviated j the horfe fed well, and feemedalmofl free from pain; the ftricture upon thejoint was greatly fubdued, and the local en-largement promifed gradual redudion. AJecond account followed the Jirji in a few days,from which it appeared, the horfe lay downand got up with little difliculty, put his foot tothe ground, bore a great part of the propor-tional weight upon it in motion, and evenwalked feveral fteps in fucceffion without bait-ing. Thefe encouraging appearances power-fully



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 42 ) fully dictated an unremitting perfeverance inthe mode of treatment already defcribed, with-out the moft trifling variation, which has fuc-ceeded fo well, that a letter now lies beforeme from the owner, wherein he fays, ' The * horfe has been walked out twice, when he *  did not appear the leajl lame, and I hope he *  will be foon enabled to take his journey tof Wokingham, there to profit by the winter's' run you have kindly provided for him. I *  am very glad to hear of the Supplement you *  mention, and hope foon to fee it published.? I think the cure of my own horfe an uncom* *  mon one.* As the

introduction and illuftration of cafesmay not be perfectly applicable to the expec-tation of thofe who wifh to meet little more *than a dictatorial arrangement of prefcriptivematter, it will be perfectly in point, not onlyto explain their utility, but the caufe of com-munication for general infpection. The public having fo extenfively honouredthe Stable Directory with fuch decided appro-'bation, even in the infancy of its appearance,and before its theory could^ have been univerfally reduced



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 43 ) reduced to praSiice, it muft afford the higheftgratification in return, to receive corroboratingand well authenticated proofs of the confiftencyof its reformation, and that the confidence fo ge-neroufly placed in the medical inftructions, hasfufFered no proflitution or difgrace, amidfltheir numerous trials and critical inveftigations.However liberal the candid and impartial partof the world may have been in their encomi-ums upon the original work (or congratu-lations to the author), its contents could onlyappear to the public as mere matter of conjec-ture (upon the propriety of which everyreader had a

fubftantial reafon to entertaindoubts), till fuch doubts were removed by arepetition of fuccefs, and a palpable confirm-ation of the acknowledged utility of jmprdve-ment in practice. Naturally reverting to one or another of thecafes already recited, it muft be perfectly appo-fite to repeat the abfurdity, the wonderful in-confiftency, of fubmkting the management ofvaluable (or indeed any) horfes, to the ftrangeand inconfiderate experiments of thofe whohave no one qualification but their unbounded confidence



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 44 ) confidence (or rather impudence) to recom-mend them, or juftify the dreadful havockthey constantly make among this moSt ufefuipart of the creation, if we may be fairly allowedto decide, by the great numbers annuallydoomed to death, in the penury and credulityof one clafs, or the invincible obstinacy andignorance of the other. The penury and credulity I allude to (andwhich cannot be too often or emphatically re-peated), is that kind of faving knowledge inthe employer., inevitably productive of a doubledeception; for (without beitowing even a remotethought upon the defective abilities of the em-

ployed) his imagination outstripping reflection,rapidly reaches an ideal cure at the leajl expenfe^totally forgetting that felf-prefervation is aconcomitant to low cunning, and confequentlymore is lavished upon the ignorant, obstinate,confident, or neceffitous, for the promotion ofmifchief and danger, than would amply com-penfate the enlightened practitioner for hisaffiftance in all cafes of emergency. Nume-rous facts might be adduced to demonstratethe truth of thefe alTertions (notwithstanding the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 45 ) , the cautions fo repeatedly advanced in differentparts of the Directory), fome of which mayperhaps appear hereafter. It becomes, however^ immediately appli-cable to obferve (even here) how very muchdepends, in all cafes of difficulty and danger,upon drawing that nice and critical line of dif-tindlion in the mode of treatment conflitutingright or wrong, confequently deftru&ion orcure. Notwithftanding the palpable neceffityfor fuch accurate inveftigation, tim,e and obfer-vation daily demonftrate, in a variety of cafes,the number of deaths that frequently happen,where it is abfolutely natural to fuppofe

theparties called in to relieve, had come with afixed determination to dejiroy; juflifying thisidea by the many, who, not paying the leaftattention to Nature, or her indications, theorigin, caufe, or fymptoms, of difeafe, proceedto their predetermined applications (whetherinternals or externals) with no emulation toinfpire, no reputation to lofe, no refined fen*fations to /often, confequently no anxious dejireto prompt a fpeedy alleviation of pain, or mi-tigation of fufferings in the animal, unluckily deftined



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 46 ) deftined to undergo a repetition of raft, cruel,and inconfiderate experiments. To corroborate the juftice of this remark, isit at all neceffary to go farther in retrospectionthan the laft cafe recited ?—Can any rationalpractitioner, whole conduct is regulated byintegrity, and a proper attention to the indi-cations of Nature, come forward and explain,what could be expected from the repeated ap-plication of Jirong mercurial ointment by oneoperator, or the meaning of c a loft vein, and * its intentional recovery by the ufe of a ftrong * blifter,' in the other ? Whatever may have been the intent or ex-pectation of

either, the event has fully provedthe fads fo repeatedly urged beyond the powerof confradidion; fuch unmeaning efforts offterility can only be the combined efFeds ofvanity and prefumptuous impudence in the firft,profeflional ignorance, or the moft unlimitedconfidence and deception in the latter. Out of thefe confederations will arife convic-tion to fuch as do me the honour of attentive perufal,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 47 ) perufal, that the major part of fuch pretendersto patronage merely pofTefs abilities fufficientto proceed in their invariable, fyflem of impo-fition, with views very little beyond a conftantand fuccefsful depredation upon the propertyof thofe who unfortunately require their affifl-ance. During the ftiperintendance of the cafes be-fore recited, many of inferior confequence, butequally fuccefsful, intervened.—A gentlemanof the firft popular eminence in Surry, commu-nicated a complete cure of the greafe in one ofhis carriage horfes by the flrong diuretic balls,and a fubfequent courfe of alteratives, after pay-

ing a tedious and implicit obedience to the dic-tates of a neighbouring farrier, without theleaft profpeSl of fuccefs.—Five in fiances haveoccurred in my own neighbourhood (exclusiveof diftant communications) where horfes havebeen almoft inflantaneoufly relieved from theexcruciating pain of cholic and fret, by theprefcribed balls, after failure of the differentfarriers potations, mofl powerfully impregnatedwith their favourite fpecific, gin and pepper, towhich miflaken remedy, and obflinate attach-ment, I have known many fall vi&ims, where the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 4^ ) the inflammation has been by tbefe means pro-moted, and nature too much exhaufted to ad-mit the leaft relief. THORN WOUNDS. Notwithstanding the general explana*tion of the different kinds of wounds, and theirdiftincl modes of treatment, fo fully enlargedon, under proper heads, in the Stable Direc-tory, there is a certain clafs not particularlynoticed, that from their feverity bear fo greatan affinity to cafes of punctured tendons, as tobecome (at the requefr. of many refpectablecorrefpondents) the immediate fubjedl of ani-madverfion* The inflammation, tenfion> pain, fuppu-fation, and wounds,

frequently arifing frominjuries fuftained by thorns, nails, ftubs, orother pointed fubftances equally prejudicialare univerfally known to become not only ex-ceedingly



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 49 ) ceedingly troublefome, but often produ&ive ofgreat danger. The penetration of fuch canvery feldom take place without the probabilityof difagreeable or alarming confequence; if inthe fore part of either leg, the periofteum, liga-mentary parts, or articulation of the knee andand footlock joints, may be feverely affected; ifthe back part of either, the tendon, by beingpunctured or lacerated, may receive irreparableinjury. From thefe various chances, it is notat all furprizing that lamenefs, originating incaufes fo trifling in their early appearance,fhould frequently prove fo truly diftreffing in.the event j for it is

well known but few ofthefe accidents occur without terminating in.fuppuration and its tedious effects : and therecan be no doubt but very many of thofe hap-pen, from want of proper attention to circum-stances, immediately after difcovery of the in-jury fuftained. Punctures from thorns, in general, are con-sidered merely as a temporary or fuperficialinconvenience, upon fuppolition that the inte-gument is alone affected, without the leaft refe-rence to parts more immediately and materiallyconcerned. From fuch mifconception and P                            error



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure (50 ) error in" judgment' arife the difappointmentsthat fo frequently enfue in unexpected form-ations of matter, ligamentary lamenefs, or ten-dinous contractions. Although the general mode of treatment hasbeen in a great degree particularly explained indifferent parts of the original work, and willbe ftill more enlarged on, it is abfolutely im-poffible to defcend to every minutiae, withoutbecoming too tedious and defultoryj fome un-forefeen fymptoms will occur in ail cafes (afterevery poffible defcription) tojuftify difcretionalvariations, and render fuch alterations unavoid-able as the predominant appearances

may re-quire. Few perforations are made by fubftances ofthe above defcription but what conftitutelamenefs in a greater or lefs degree, either oflong or fort duration : the examination cannotbe made too foon, or thecaufe (if retained) tooexpeditiouily extracted. . If the injury fuftained be merely fuperficial,not penetrating enough to indicate confequences©f the kinds before mentioned, the readieil mild



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 5« ) mild aftringents become immediately appli-cable, to clofe the mouths of the laceratedvefTels, and harden the furface.' Of this clafsnone can be better adapted than two tea fpoori-fuls of Goulard's Extract of Saturn, with alarge table fpoonful of brandy; or, in want ofthe former, equal parts of vinegar and brandywill become an ufeful fubftitute. Two or threegentle bathings with either composition will inall flight cafes generally effecT: the purpofe, andprevent farther inconvenience. On the contrary, mould appearances notfubmit to thefe applications, but by fwelling,conftantly increasing pain, tenfion,

and inflam-mation, threaten maturation, it will not ad-mit of a doubt but the tendon has been infome degree pun&ured or lacerated; the liga-mentary parts forming the union at the articu-lation of the joints injured, or a retention ofextraneous matter has taken place from theorifice of the original wound. In all, or either of thefe, the great hope of expeditious relief mud depend folely upon the proper and confident mode of treatment that is immediately adopted to promote fuppuration; D 2                             the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 5* ) the general error has been productive of in-conceivable mifchief. It has been the efla-blifbed cuftom to form a combination of theftrongeft flimulants human invention coulddevife, without a Angle reflection upon (or onemoment reverting to) the time inevitably ne-cefTary for the extrayafated contents to becomemature for their difcharge by a critical effortof nature It has been the univerfal and long ftandingpractice in all tumours or inflammatory fwell-ings threatening a formation of matter, to relyentirely upon the effect of poultices (compofedof the mod powerful ingredients) calculated tofiimulate the

parts and excite early digeftion.However judicious and approved this practicemay have been, it will admit of fome improve-ment, and even that juftified by reafon and ex-perience ; conflantly obferving (from the quan-tity of hair upon many horfes, in addition tothe thicknefs of the ikin j how difficult it muitbe for the penetrative power of the poultice tocome into immediate contact with the offendingand indigefted matter, as well as the long timenccefiary to obtain a difcharge by fuch meansalone^ I in almoft every cafe of tumours, or inflammatory



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 53 ) inflammatory fvvellings, adopt the ufe of very•warm fomentations, for a confiderable lengthof time preceding the application of each poul-tice (which fhould be renewed night and morn-ing,) and am perfectly convinced of the advan-tages gained by the practice. No profeffionalanimadverfion is required to elucidate or juftifythis affertion j the defcribed ftate of the parts,and correfponding property of the application,fufficiently demonstrate the certainty of fuccefsdependent upon the execution: for the goodeffect of fuch mode of treatment is not onlyevident in an early relaxation of the integu-ment and

porous fyftem, but in a gradual com-munication to the feat of inflammation, beingindubitably calculated to promote, mojl pvwer-Jully, a fpeedy and plentiful evacuation. During a perfeverance in this practice, itwill be found no uncommon circumftance infuch formations (more particularly in large in-flammatory tumours), for Nature to make herefforts in two or three diftind places at thefame time, where oozings may be perceivedfrom the different apertures j it will now beproper that every attention is paid to the natureD-3                              "of



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 54 ) of the difcharge, to afcertain the flate of ma-turation, whether it is parti'at or univerfal: ifthe fuppuration is perfecl, and evidently readyfor evacuation, let a fuperficisl incifion bemade in length, adapted to the lize of the tu-mour, and that at the lowed or moft depend-ing orifice (or fituation of the part) that the dif-charge may become the more fpontaneous, andimpeded by no obftruction. But fuch operationfhould by no means (as is very frequently thecafe) be attempted till the part is properly pre-pared, and-in need of affiftance : over offici-oufnefs and eager impatience in counteractingor anticipating the

indications of Nature, areoften productive of thofe very difquietudes it isour intereft to prevent. Should the difcharge conliffc of a bloodyichor, or a kind of watery indigefted fanies, thematuration may be deemed partial, and ex-ceedingly unfavourable. The fwelling in fuchcafe is generally hard in one place and pliablein another, the wound (or different apertures,as it may be) difplaying a fiftulous appearancethat threatens more confequence and inconve-nience than a cafe of univerfal fuppuration. Thef«



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 55 ?)? Thefe appearances will require an increafedperfeverance in the repeated ufe of fomentationand poultice, adding more heat to the former,and emollients to the latter, continuing eachtwice a day without remiffion. Increafe thecirculation and invigorate the fyftem by anounce of bark in powder (given in gruel), or apeSioral cordial ball every morning, and correctthe acrimony in the blood and juices by one ofthe alterative powders in the feed of corn everyevening: thefe attentions will generally effecta falutary change in the conftitution, and pro-duce a promifing difcharge of healthy matter. Too much

caution cannot be introduced toprevent the opening of tumours or fwellings ofany kind, before the contents are fufficientlyfoftened (or ripe) for difcharge. Such prema-ture operation never fails to give a rigid callofityto the edges of the wound; and they cannotunite fo favourably as when the cafe is morpjudicioufly conducted. Where finufei are fuperficial (as for inftances from one aperture to another of thofe before defcribed), and the integument is becoming putrid by the corrofive quality of the matter, D 4                .          an



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 5* ) an immediate reparation with the biftory, ordiffering knife and director, is the heft prac-tice, as the divided parts foon ilough off withthe dreffings, and make way for fucceedingincarnation. Should Jinufes lead to remote parts, or iofurround the joints as to forbid (or renderdangerous) the ufe of an inftrument, let thembe daily fyringed with tindure of myrrh, folong as the wound continues foul and unfavour-able; when it is thoroughly cleanfed, andaffumes a promifing afpect, let the injectionbe altered to half tincture and half warm wa-ter, continuing its ufe at each dreffing, whichmould be regularly

perfevered in night andmorning. In wounds of this description, the rapidgrowth of fungous (commonly called proudfiefh) is almoft incredible: this fhould be care-fully attended to in the infancy of its appear-ance, and, if at all luxuriant, muft be repeatedlytouched in various directions, with the edge ofa lancet, biftory, pen-knife, or any other ap-plicable inftrument exceedingly fharp; thendj.efled with a fubftantial pledget of the follow-ing



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 57 ) ing precipitate ointment, covered with thewarm ftable digeftive, and a bandage beftadapted to the part affe&ed: Take red precipitate, finely powdered, half anounce, yellow bafilicon two ounces, and letthem be well incorporated upon a marble flabfor ufe. When the fungous is entirely fubdued, andthe cure nearly completed, this ointment maybe omitted: but I believe it can be very rarely-laid afide with propriety j for I find in my ge-neral practice, it is almoft impoflible to relin-quish it totally, the excrefcence continuing tofhoot, in many cafes, till the wound is per- feclly healed. This mode of treatment

will alfo be foundmoft ftri&ly applicable to broken knees of anyconfiderable confequence without diftindtion,fome very remarkable cafes of which have fallenunder myinfpection,that have had their differentterminations: of the moft Angular was the wryhorfe whofe " ligamentary lamenefs" in the hipjoint is defcribed in the third cafe, that has avery fhort time fince loft his life, after being totally



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( J8 ) totally ruiaed by a broken knee, received upona projecting flint in the road between Henleyand Wargrave, that, feparating the Hgamen-tary union of articulation at the joint, not onlyproduced an immediate hourly increasing in*flammatory and incredible enlargement of thewhole limb, but a fixed contraction (withoutthe power of even refting the foot on theground), in oppofition to every attempt torelieve, by three of the moll eminent prac<-titioners in the centre of the royal ftuds, when,after the faireft exertions for fome weeks, hewas unavoidably doomed to the death it wasimpoffible to prevent, A

fecond, much more fevere in external ap-pearance than the foregoing, was a bred mare (gotby an Arabian, late in poffeffion of Sir T. Rum-bold, now of his Royal Highnefs the Prince ofWales), the property of the owner of the farcymare (defcribed in cafe the fecond), and was at-tended with equal fuccefs; for although the inte-^gument and foft parts of the knee were entirelydeftroyed, as if taken off with an inftrument(by a violent fall upon a very hard gravel roadin Windfor Foreft) fo as almoff. to deflroy everyexpectation of cure, yet by a daily reduction of the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( S9 ) the fungous, and ftrid attention to the con-formation of the edges of the wounds, a cicatrixwas formed and cure completed, bidding defi-ance to the eye or touch of the moft judicious in-vefligator; which is the more extraordinary, asthe colour of the mare is a delicate grey. Thiscafeis only quoted to prove the poffibility of prevent-ing thefe accidents from becoming fo perpetu-ally prejudicial, when properly attended to jwhile on the contrary they become irreparableinjuries, in being left to the courfe of nature jfor, fufFered to cicatrize with a prominenceconstituting an e/char, they prove an irretrieve-

able blemifh, that a very few days properattention (in moft cafes) would probably pre-vent. Having gone through every necefTary in-ftrudlion that can be poffibly advanced for thetreatment and cure of the different kinds oflamenefs proceeding from various caufes, oneadditional remark cannot be too forcibly incul-cated, nor too ftridtly obferved. It is the greatadvantage to be gained in the progrefs and con-firmation of every cure, from the ufe of anopenfiable, bay of a barn, or fuch other properreceptacle, in preference to a very abfurd cuf- tom,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 6o ) torn, exceedingly common (but more particu-larly in the metropolis, perhaps from the generalwant of room) of confining a horfeby the head,labouring -W a fevere and tedious lamenefs,in a ftdi fo very narrow, that it '               Jy impo[Jible for him to enjoy one fingi- xtendedmotion in a ftate of nature j his fitu-tion is infact fo contracted that he is rendered incapableof exerting his powers, or knowing his ownftrength. He has no room for the moll triflingaction but in a compullive pofition, and canmove from fide tojtde only, under every reftraintand difadvantage. To eftablifh and render complete the cure

ofinfirmities proceeding from relaxed, punctured,or lacerated tendons, ligamentary lamenefs,thorn wounds, or indeed almoft any othercaufe, liberty, under certain limits, (as beforedefcribed) fhould have equal weight with everyother confederation; and this can be effectedin no one way fo well as the line of mediocrityalready pointed out; for in fuch moderate re-ceptacle they not only acquire a perfect know-ledge of their own ftate and ability, but bygentle efforts, voluntary motion, and graduallife, the relaxed or defective parts recover their former



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure t 61 ) former tone and elafticity -, while, on the con-trary, by turning invalids out too foon to openpafture (or with other horfes), after fevere in-juries of this kind, they often forgetting (ornot confcious of) their late deficiencies, becomefull of aftion and play upon obtaining theirliberty, and are not unfrequently returned tothe ftable in a ivorfe Jiate than at the origin ofcomplaint. Previous to the conclufion of fuch compli-cated remarks as have been introduced for thepurport of general information (calculated inrefpect to tninute particulars, much more forthe totally uninformed than the very manyfportfmen who,

poffeffing a portion of experi-ence, ftand in need of no inftrudtion), it be-comes a matter of indifpenfable neceffity to adda few words upon the great danger (in facl:cruelty) of adhering clofely to fome parts ofancient practice, that have no one plea buttheir antiquity, and the invincible obftinacy oftheir advocates to recommend them, Of this clafs none ftand in a more confpicu-ous or ridiculous point of view than thofe who, I have



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 62 f 1 have obferved in the body of the Work, per-fift * in a maxim, never to be obliterated, that* old laws, old times, and old books, are beft.'Among thefe, none are more deftru&ive intheir perfeverance than thofe who, in op-polition to every judicious opinion, every en-lightened refinement and experimental con-viction of the certain danger (and often fatalconfequence) continue to give cold water,during the procefs of purging medicines,under the contemptible ajjertion and pretendedBelief, that it adds to the &z/?and certainty ofthe operation. That this is a deceptive cuftom, fhamefullyperfevered in by

numbers of the illiterate andconfident, without the knowledge, and againftthe decided opinion of their employers, is afact too notorious with me to admit of contra-diction j and one of thofe, upon the ill effectsof which has been founded objections to phyjic,though in many inftances the danger has beenattributed to more remote caufes, and the truth(from fatal confequences) has never been afcer-tained. 3                                               Cafes



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( (>3 ) Cafes of this kind have occurred, within mfown knowledge, where the caufe has beenconfeffed, when the effect was unerringly per-ceptible} both the pores and the interlines(already preternaturaily relaxed by the admini-stration of medicine, additional clothing, andfurrounding warmth) Suffer fudden collaplion,by the fiypttc power of the frigid element pro-ducing an almoft inftantaneous obstruction toevery fecretion; the perfpirative matter thusobstructed, is directly fixed in the extremities,constituting rheumatic pains, that frequentlyterminate in palfy; or its effects upon the fto-mach and inteftines,

then in the higheft ftateof irritability, are found to produce the moil ex-cruciating chalk, fpafms, convulfions, inflam-mation, or mortification, that in either calegenerally ends in death; though lingering in-ilances are frequently feen, where eight, ten,or twelve days of dreadful anxiety precede thetermination. Thefe remarks upon fo critical a Subject areintroduced to point out the certain danger, andto fupprefs, if poffible, fo abfurd, fo incon-siderate, and contemptible, a practice, that, it is natural ;



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 64 ) natural to conclude, can be continued but froma motive of inherent obftinacy, determined notto be convinced) amidft all its dreadful confe-quence. I am, however, mod earneftly in-duced to hope, from an anxious and unalter-able defire to improve the fubjed and reformthe pradice, that the ancient adage of ' Better' late than never,' and due refledion, will beprodudive of a gradual reformation, parti-cularly when it is now univerfally known, andacknowledged by every impartial obferver, thatthe inftrudions in the former part of the Di-redory, for management in Physic, haveundergone the ordeal of

public investigation,and been honoured with general approbation; the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( H ) T H t DISEASE IN THE CANINE SPECIES, CALLED THE DISTEMPER. TheRe can be no doubt but the inferio-rity of this fubjecl, to the magnitude ofthe former* will prove matter of obferva-tion to thofe whofe principal inquiries aredirected more to the difcovery of defects,than the applaufe of perfections. Thefe/mwill, however, bear no proportion to the largebody of liberal minded /port/men to whorriit is principally addreffed, and for whofe ufeit is almoft folely communicated. Nor wouldit even now have been obtruded, upon publicopinion, but at the particular requeft of gen-tlemen who, having

profited by the inftruc-tions, were anxious for the promotion ofgeneral utility. E                           U



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 66 ) It may, with the ftricleft juftice, be per-mitted to boafl fome degree of affinity, to thefubjecl: lb largely treated on, when it is con-fidered how very common an appendage oneanimal is to the other; fo much fo, that in fieldfports their fafety and perfections feem notonly to go hand in hand, but it is difficult(out of the metropolis) to find the poffefforof a horfe, or horfes, that thinks himfelf at allequipped without hounds, greyhounds, point-ers, fpaniels, or terriers in his train alfo. Under the influence of this obfervation, Ican poffefs no fear of its favourable receptionamong thofe who fairly inveftigate the ra-tionality of medical

innovation, or condefcendto court and patronize experimental improve-ment ; prefuming upon the numerous andflattering plaudits bedowed upon my formerpublications, I can hefitate but little in fub-mitting to infpe&ion the obfervations I havemade upon a difeafe, whofe annual deftruclionis generally known, in every part of the king-dom, with no other defcription or definitionin origin, caufe, or effect, than " the dis-temper y of which having endeavoured foriome years to form an opinion with fuch ac-curacy,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 67 ) curacy, as predominant fymptoms and ap*pearances would permit, I fhall tranfmit them,with the mode of treatment that has hitherto(particularly under my own execution) provedfuccefsful, without a Jingle lofs, to juftify adoubt of the practice when properly perfe-.vered in. It is now near twenty years fince I com-menced my obfervations upon the nature andindications of the difeafe in queftion, andfound, by my inquiries from others, and myown occafional remarks, the remedies gene-rally adopted and efteemed infallible fpecifics,were calculated fo little to counteract, or re-move the predominant fymptoms of

diftrefsin the animal,* that it produced no furprife,not more than one in twenty fhould recoverwhen attacked with the ufual feverity. In my endeavours to form fome rationalidea of the origin or caufe of complaint, Icould furnifh from others not the leaft affift-ancej all the information I could colled:,even from the moft confident and felf-fuf-ficient) was, that * the diforder was in the* head, and a green (or feton) in the poll inE 2                         'the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 6S ) * the manner of an ifTue, was the only remedy« to be relied on.'—Of this general concife ex-planation and cure I fo far availed myfelf, as notto omit the infpedtion of a fingle fubjecl: inmy own neighbourhood, where the receivedopinion might be juftified or difproved by theevent. And I muft candidly declare, aftermonths of the ftri&eft attention, I never couldperceive a greater proportion than one in tenrecover from the fuppofed effecT: of this in-fallible green or feton; and therefore we mayvery fairly infer, thofe that recover under thispractice, derive their cure much more fromthe afliftance and efforts of Nature, than

theeffedt of fo uncertain and inapplicable a re-medy. Finding fo little fatisfaclion or truth in thispart of the general opinion, I became moreanxious to difcover how far ' the head,' asbefore mentioned, was the feat of difeafe jbut, after every minute attention, and incefTantobfervation (even with my own pointers andfpaniels in fucceffion), I could difcover nQone trait of confequence, to juftify the idea,nearer than a tumefaction of the glandularparts on each fide the throat, which, in a greater



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( h ) greater or Iefs degree, affected the differentfubjecls according to the mildnefs or malig*.nity of difeafe, Previous to the more particular defcriptionof prevalent fymptoms in the animals' labour-ing under the complaint, a few general obfer-vations may be introduced without the leaddigreffion. I plainly perceived the difeafe tobe much more epidemic than infectious, andthat the time of attack varied in th edifFerentkinds; but that the ratios of nineteen intwenty were affected before they were twelve-month old. I obferved hounds, greyhounds,pointers, and the larger dogs, were ufually at-tacked between eight months old

and twelve;while fpaniels, terriers, and the fmaller kinds,fuffered between four months and nine. Ialfo remarked the females were in generalmuch lefs afflicted than the males, manyefcaping entirely, and thofe that did not, wereneither fo feverely affected, nor for fo great aduration. Having, about the exact time of forming my predetermined chain of obfervations, voung pointers and fpaniels in my poffeffion, upon E 3                     whofe



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 7* ) vvhofe breed I had every reafon to fix con-siderable eftimation, they not only foon gaveme opportunity to become exceedingly ac-curate in my remarks, but to adopt fuch re-medies as I mould find moft applicable (inmy opinion) to the fymptoms of difeafe. Of thefe a pointer, of nearly eight monthsold, was the firft attacked. The earlieft fymp-toms of difeafe were dulnefs, loathing of food,frequent ficknefs, and conftant vomitings: thefeproducing in a few days great depreflion andlaffitude, were foon followed by perpetualhufkinefs in the throat, and difficulty of refpi-. ration j the nofe remarkably dry, and

mouthexceedingly hot, with occafional (trainings toevacuate by ftool without difcharge. Not having been able to reconcile to my-felf the leaft profpect of fuccefs from the ufualoperation of ' burning a green in the poll.* with a red hot iron,' under an idea of thecomplaints being in the head, and havingfrom hourly attention, as well as the moft ac-curate obfervation, every reafon to believethe difeafe particularly affected the throat,Jtomach, and inteftines, it was natural I fhquld ? advert



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 7* ) advert to fuch remedies as were more im-mediately adapted to thofe parts. My firftintent was to promote evacuation, under aperfect convidtion there muft be a very violentobftrudlion in the ftomach or fame part of theinterlines; to remove which, I prepared afmall ball with a fcruple of jalap, four grainsof calomel, and two of ginger; forming it intoa proper confidence with conferee of hips, thencovering it with a fmall portion of frejh butterto facilitate its paiTage, gave it in that form;where it remained no longer than during itsfolution in the ftomach, almoft inftantly re-turning in a ftate of liquefaction, entirely un-

accompanied by any other fubftance what-ever : this I repeated five or fix times, in lefsthan three days, with no better fuccefs. As the difeafe advanced in refpedl to time,the general fymptoms became more violent;the animal, from the firft attack, having nevertaken any food but warm milk (and that inthe moft trifling quantities), was incrediblyemaciated: there was a very great contrac-tion and hollownefs of the flank, occasionedby a perceptible ftridture of the mufeles, that,producing an hourly encreafing weaknefs ofE 4                       .the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 72 ) the loins, feemed to indicate the approach ofinevitable djflblution ; the hinder parts hadabsolutely declined, and could no longer per-form their office; when lifted up he could notftand without fupport, his hind legs finkingunder him; and by the frequent twitchingsand convulfive fpafms, he feemed encqunter-ing the agonies of immediate death. No refinement of thought, no fublimity ofexpreffion, is neceffary to convey a defcription ofthe prefent dilemma. Every fportfman, whofemind is embellifhed by the nicer fenfations, andwhofe heart is instinctively open to alleviatethe fufferings of thefe partners of, and con-

tributors to, our pleafures, theie nocturnal pro-tectors of our property 3 as well as the many(though no fportfmen) who have their favour-ites of the different fpecies, and are nqftratigers to their attachments, fidelity, and gra-titude) have, no doubt, fometime or other, floodin a fimilar predicament. Convinced by the flate of the extended fubje<5t, nothing could be expected but death, any rational experiment, that could be put into immediate practice, was perfectly jufti- ,                                         liable.



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure C 73 ) liable to promote a further invefligation of thecaufe, or very flender and improbable chanceof the mitigation or cure of difeafe. Almofthopelefs of even time fufficient to adminifterthe medicine, I prepared a ball, containingthree grains of emetic tartar, and ten of jalap,forming the mafs and paffing it as before. Ialfo incorporated one ounce of the fpidt ofhartfhorn (by frequent fhaking) with a quar-ter of a pint of olive oil, and bathed all theaffected parts of the throat, fo as to leave thehair underneath the necl^ plentifully chargedwith the compofition. For rather more than half an hour, duringthe folution of the ball,

and its confequenteffect upon the ftomach, the fubject feemedto undergo the moft painful fenfations; agita-ting vibrations (or tremblings) of the wholeframe were very frequent j his eyes, nearlyclofed, feemed totally fixed, and the foam hTuvjng from both fides of his mouth (as he layextended at his utmofl length), left not theleaft expectation, of ever feeing him even oncepore upon his legs, when fuddenly rifing(after repeated efforts) a perfect frame orjflieleton, and reeling three or four feet frorr^ the



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure C 74 ) the carpet he was laid on, threw up (withvery little exertion or (training) near half 3.pint of vifcid limpid coagulum, fo tenaciousand adhefive that there was not the leaft pof-fibility of partial reparation. After this emo-tion he could not return to the fpot he hadarifen from without afiiftancej to which, beingcarried and laid down, he appeared fomewhatmore at eafe. Still convinced no fatisfadlory terminationcould be obtained, or even expected, withoutfarther exertions, and not entertaining the leaftdoubt, by fymptoms before defcribed, but theinteftines were equally the feat of difeafe, and,principally concerned in

the origin of com-plaint, without the power of reaching thatcaufe by any other means, I was determinedto perfevere in my experiments, and proceededaccordingly in the following preparation : Strong decodlion of rue, half a pint;Lenitive electuary, andCommon fait, of each a quarter of an ounce jOlive oil, two table-fpaonfuls. Thefe



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 75 ) Thefe being properly mixed were adminifleredas a glyfter, of warmth fufficient to ftimulatethe internal parts to a&ion. This was however expelled almoft inftantlyupon its inje&ion with great rapidity, as hav-ing met fome obftacle in its courfe throughthe inteftine, which ferved only to excite anunremitting perfeverance to obtain reliefj par-ticularly as I had fufficient reafon to believe,by every look and endeavouring aSiion of theanimal, that he had already found fome de-gree of mitigation by the evacuation from hisftomach and the relaxation of the inteftine.The glyfier was repeated in two hours, withan almoft

immediate ejedion, producing noother advantage than additional alleviation ofpredominant fymptoms; the fubjecl; becameevidently more at eafe, difplaying in his lookscertain marks of relief; the ftriclure upon theabdominal mufcles was considerably reduced,and I had little doubt but the ftate of theftomach and interlines were in fome degreealtered by the falutary difcharge from theformer, as well as the good efFedl and warmthof the internal fomentation upon the other. Appearances



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 7^ ) Appearances fo highly gratifying (and thofeproduced in a few hours by experiments newand uncertain) afforded me the beft encou-ragement to exert every endeavour that couldtend to crown the event with fuccefs. Inabout an hour after the Jail operation, a plateof bread and milk was offered, boiled welltogether; fupporting the head and fore partsfrom the ground as he lay, in hopes he mightbe able to take a fmall portion of nutriment,that would affift exhaufted nature and fupportthe frame ; he however, after giving proof ofhis inclination fo to do, failed in the attemptfrom abfolute weaknefs, and was

compelled todecline it. Notwithftanding this failure, every othercircumftance tended to convince me the dog-was in fome degree mending: confirmed, beyonda doubt, where the obftacle lay, and firmlyperfuaded the foundation of relief was alreadycommunicated, I, for the firft time, becameenlivened with a ray of expectation it mightbe totally removed. To accomplifh this verydefirable point, I was determined no time, notrouble, on my part, mould be omitted, andtherefore dedicated the following night to a3                                         verification



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 17 ) verification of that excellent motto and ex-citement to induftry, " Perfevere and conquer."The fubject continued to become much lefs dif-quiet, not a fymptom but appeared lefs violent,and he even dozed without extreme pain. lathe middle of the night I repeated the glyfter,which was then retained a considerable time,and again difcharged, as thrown up withoutthe lean: appearance of, or admixture with,excrement. After this retention and evacuation of theinjection, he tottered, unfupported to his bed,and lay down evidently better. In lefs thanan hour after this effort and emotion he took,with fome degree of

eagernefs, the bread andmilk that had been prepared (previouflywarmed); about eight in the morning I re-newed my injection, which, after being re-tained for at leaft ten minutes, came awaywith a large portion of dtfcokured crudities, asif brought from the interftices of the interlinesby the repeated warnings of the injection.—>This produced additional and very ftrikingadvantages: he was feemingly relieved in allrefpects, the ftri&ure of the mufcles upon theinteftines, and the contraction of the loins, were



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 7§ ) Were both evidently better, and" the violenceof every former fymptom promifed graduallyto fubfide; he foon took, and continued totake, occafional fupplies of the bread and milkwell boiled, of thin confidence, for the pur-pofe. The glyfters were repeated every four orfive hours, without remiffion, with little va-riation in advantage and appearance, till tenor eleven bad been given, their good effectsbeing plainly perceptible in every repetition;when, after a fucceffion of fevere trials andrepeated {trainings for many minutes, one en-tire mafs was voided, compofed of every kindof extraneous fubftance fuch animal

couldhave been fuppofed to fwallow with foodduring its puppyifm. It clearly confifted ofgrafs or hay, wonderfully matted or inter-woven with hair, and particles of fand orgravel cemented together fo exceedingly hardythat it might be fairly fuppofed to have beenprepared by art, and puffed through a mouldby fome inftrument of powerful preffure. This extraordinary expulfion occasioned nofurprife; on the contrary*,1 it removed every fufpenfe



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 79 ) fufpenfe—confirmed every fufpicion—and leftno one doubt of the caufe of complaint or cer-tainty of cure. The animal, almoft from thismoment, became a new fubjed, demonftratingin every adion, his change of fituation; not-withstanding which, the operation, in a fewhours was once more repeated, and in its erfedbrought away fome loofe remains exactly cor-refponding with the fubftances before de-fcribed. From this time he fuffered no fartherinconvenience but what was the refult ofprevious pain, want of nutriment, and bodilydebilitation: he continued daily to improvenot only in his renewed eftablimments

ofhealth, but, the enfuing feafon, in his expededqualifications; after which I parted with him,for a very valuable confideration, to a gentle-man going to Scotland, who purchafed himwith an avowed intent to improve the breed,he being perhaps as fine a figure, with Jize,bone, /peed, and perfection, as ever entered thefield. To this fucceeded, in a very fhort fpace oftime, the cafe of a young fpaniel, in every re->fpeB the fame, but with much lefs feverity-,the fymptoms, in fad, were not violent to alarm,



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 86 ) alarm, and being exceedingly flight, were im>»mediately countera&ed by the fame means wifhta very flender portion of perfeverance. Perfectly ftfccefsful in thefe attempts,- andgratified in the efFedt of experiments plannedonly upon my own private opinion and obfer-vations, with an intent to infure (if poffible)the certainty of caufe and probability of cure,it will not be thought extraordinary, I wifhedfor, and even courted, opportunities to juftify,or render nugatory, the difcovery I was fbanxious to afcertain. I foon found it impoffible to fucceed in myinveftigation and purfuit with fubjects the pro-perty of others j there I could only advife

orrecommend (without the power of abfolutedictation), where, probably, various circum-flances—-the pride, indolence, or peculiarities,of the parties might prevent the performanceof either one or the other. During my encreafed defire. to proceed infuch fpeculative inquiry, a brace of pointerpuppies were brought me by a gentleman fromjBanbury in Oxfordshire, of fo good a breed, and



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 8i ) and fo high in eftimation, that the Jire wasfent for from Newport Pagnel in Buckingham-Jhire, to the dam at Banbury merely for thisfingle' act of procreation. Thefe were bothattacked in their feventh month and within afew days of each other j one being in figure?—fhape—marks and promifing .appearance—very much like the dog before defcribed, hadalready (and perhaps from that very reafon,)become a great favourite; and to this every at-tention, every ceremony and operation hithertoexplained was rigidly performed (as no twocafes could be ever more ftrictly alike), withno proration in form, no variation in effect,but exactly

correfponding in every particularwith the cafe firft recited: the fymptoms wereail equally violent, the danger as great, thecure as improbable, and the recovery as per-fectly complete. This cafe occurred in the fummerof 1781,and the dog is now in pofferTion of a gentle-man at Binfield in Windfor Foreft, who hasrepeatedly declared he fhall never change hismajier ; and it may not be inapplicable to add,he even noiv pofTefTes all the perfections of ayoung dog- and when he was my property, F              a neighbouring



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( %* ) a neighbouring friend repeatedly offered tohunt him in the field, and oppofe his goodqualities againft any Jingle pointer in thecounty for a hundred guineas. Thus weretwo of the fineft dogs in the kingdom pre-ferred by the effect of experiments, that had,they not been brought into trial could neverhave proved fuccefsful. Whatever might have been my predomi-nant wifh refpecting the other fubject of dif-eafe, profeflional engagements totally pre-cluded every poffibility of beftowing the fameperfonal attendance upon both, had they beenequally high in my eftimation : this very wantof opportunity had neverthelefs its

convenience,fo far as it contributed to eitablifli the practiceI had adopted with fo much promifed fuccefs.The ufual fymptoms continued to increafewith the violence fo particularly defcribed inthe firft cafe, till the fourteenth day, whenthe flight fpafms and twitchings producedconvulfions of fome duration j from thefe hefometimes continued perfectly free for four orfive hours, when they returned with increas-ing feverity, but frequent intermiffion j on theeighteenth day they became inceffant, render-ing4



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 83 ) ing the fight truly diftreffing* and clofingthe fcene after a convulrlve fit of near fourhours without the leaft deviation or relief. From the event of this unajjijled cafe, (asWell as many others among my fportingfriends,) in direct contrail: to thofe alreadyrecited, I had a very fair and undoubted pleato gratulate myfelf upon a difcovery that hadhitherto promifed every hope of fuccefs uponrepetition and juftly laid claim to the telt offarther trial, when time fhould afford op-portunity for additional demonftration. Such proofs have fince occurred as leave noroom to doubt the propriety of the practice*firft in a pointer, fon of the dog whofe

recoveryis before mentioned, and now in a gentleman'spoffeffion at Binfield, who was attacked whenabout nine months old ; and, though not af-fected with the feverity of the two pointerswhofe cafes have gone before, (perhaps inconfequence of the remedies being broughtvery early into ufe), yet he fuffered fo muchfrom the difeafe, as to render his recovery forfome days a matter of great uncertainty. Themode of treatment fo particularly explained; F 2                          wa%



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( s4 ) was punctually adhered to, in both the dmetieball and repetition of the glyftersj the effectproved equally favourable -, and although theevacuations were not critically the fame, theywere nearly fimilar to thofe in the cafes ofrecovery before defcribed. This dog provedequally valuable in field qualifications with hisfire j and was difpofed of at the requeft of agentleman of fortune in the neighbourhood,to whofe generofity I ftand indebted for in-numerable instances of his partiality. If I had the leaft reafon to entertain doubtsof the fuccefs of my endeavours, and earneftlywifhed another cafe to eftabliih the pointbeyond all caufe of

controverfy, fuch ad-ditional proof foon occurred, leaving everyinftance in favour'of the attempt and practice,without a fingle counteraction to juftify adoubt of its confiftency. The constantly increafing claims upon pro-feflional attention to objects of greater impor-tance having induced a fufpenjlon of the gun,with the difpofal of my pointers, an inviolable(or rather invincible) attachment to thefpecies,icon procured me an epitome of the fafhion, in a brace



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure ( 35 ) a brace of terriers; and fuch being obtained inpreference from a palace (rather than the cot-tage), were equally remarkable for their breedand beauty, foon becoming, as pointers hadbeen, obje&s of adequate attention. Of thefethe male was attacked under fix months old,in every refpect as all the others that had beenfubjecls of my obfervation, and with fo muchcontinued feverity, and increafing violence offymptoms, that I did not entertain either ex-pectation or idea of his recovery. The fameplan of operation was purfued as with all thereft, varying the proportions only to age, fize,and ftrength (by reducing the compolition

ofthe ball to two grains of emetic tartar, andeight of jalap, and the glyfters to half thequantity given to larger dogs), till his recoverywas afcertained to a certainty, and he is nowin my poffefiion, with the female, that hasnever been at all attacked, at leaft to becomeperceptible. This was the fifth fuccefsful trialupon animals under my own infpection, andnot to be controverted by the pique or preju-dice of thofe who may conceive the matter tootrifling for the prefs, or the fpecies too infigni-cant for the procefs. Having



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure I ( S6 ) Having however (fpeaking from experi-mental fenfations) every reafon to believe thereare of all claries great numbers who would moMreadily encounter not only fatigue, but diffi-culty and expenfe, to extricate from difeafeand threatening death favourites of this fpecies.It is from the flattering hope of their plaudits^that I have gone entirely out of the line ofliterary ambition, and defcended to the defcrip-tive minutiae of a fubject that may, from themore sublime and dignified practitioner;Undergo every .poiiible accufation of profef-fjonal degradation, from which I court no ex-culpation, folicit no acquittal, make no appeal^but tothe

more decifive and honourable opinionofthe /porting 'world in general, to whofe en-couraging partiality it is folely addrefled, andto whofe confideration and particular ufe it ismod: refpedtfully fubmitted. FINIS. This Day is puhlijhed. Price Six Shillings in Boards, (With a PORTRAIT of the AUTHOR, by WALKER) The NINTH EDITION, Enlarged, improved, and corrected, of THE GENTLEMAN'S STABLE DIRECTORY; Or, MODERN SYSTEM of FARRIERY,Comprehending every ufeful Inftruftion in Sicknefs ot inHealth j Difeafes are traced to their Origin, and the Caufesexplained ; with general Directions for Buying and Selling,Feeding, Bleeding, Purging, and getting into Condition.To which are now added,Inftruflions for the proper Treatment of Draught Horfes,By W. TAPLIN, Surgeon.Printed

for G. Keaksiey, No. 46, Fleet-Street.
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R^d,nS' Mr; ff8r_Walden; Mr. Wood sfe^^ *&/*& ^Mr. Atafe? Benfon- Mr ttX'wt, ' Worcefter;Chelmsford ;JM, Nicfelfon w?«J t ^W,verpool; Mr. Newbury, fienlon • ai „„' a g? 3nd Co- Li"and Towns, fo fooa a an arAn           Ag/nt '" moft Clti^ be properly formed.            ^"^gement of Inch Extent caa Mild Purging Balls, . .                                    ' Stronger Ditto,            a         .                        rs- 6d- eac". Mild Mercurial Purging Balls,"                       ZS" Stronger ditto,            .                          ~        2S- Cordial Rhubarb Purgino-Balls                   I Purging Balls for Worms! ' 1 _' j 2s' 6d- Mild



Practical observations upon thorn wounds, punctured tendons, and ligamentary lameness, in horses, with experimental instructions for their treatment and cure 18^11 . ( 8S J Mild Diuretic Balls for Cracks, Scratches, "> Surfeit, Hidebound, or flucluating \?s. per down. Humours,                                        J Stronger ditto, for perceptible Foulnefs, De- I feds of the Eyes, Swelled Legs, > 8s. and Greafe, -Pectoral Cordial Balls, for recent Colds or "J Coughs, and to be given after fevere ? 8s. Chafes and long Journies, -        J Pedoral Detergent Balls for Obftinate") Coughs, or Afthmatic and Thick >9s. Winded Horfes,                              j Fever Balls,            -             -            -            is. 6d. each. Balls for Loofenefs or Scouring,          -          is. 6d. Balls for the Flatulent Cholic, or Fret-, -

2s.Ditto for the Inflammatory Cholic, or Gripes, zs.Ditto for the Strangury, or Suppreilion of 1 AA tt *                                                                            /"IS* OQ. Clrine, - - - -          $ Blifiering Ointment for Lamenefs, Spavins, Z Splents, or Curbs, - -          pS'P p0t; Embrocation for Lamenefs or Strains, - zs. 6d. per bottle.Alterative Powders for Cracks, Scratches, 1 Surfeit, Hidebound, Mange, or {> 4s. per dozen. Greafe, - - - -         j N. B. The above Medicines are fo particularly prepared,and carefully enclofed, that they retain their properties for anylength of time ; and the Cordial Perioral, Fever, and Balls forScouring, Gripes, or Fret, may be difiblved in Alt or Gruel, and,given as a drink, if thought more applicable or convenient. &?'i(>
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