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P R E F A C E .  

During many yeai's'employment in giving instruction in English gram­

mar, I have felt the necessity, especially for our Dutch pupils, to simplify 

and facilitate the study of it — or, in other words, to divest it of the 

difficulties with which it has been encumbered by the grammatists. 

As a matter of course our pupils should not only be taught to make 

tolerable translations, but in the first place to express themselves clearly 

and elegantly in the modern languages, which constitute a part of their 

daily studies, and I have always looked upon grammar as an excellent 

means of exercising their faculties in this respect. 

The English language has the great advantage of bearing the stamp 

of the practical turn of the nation by whom it is spoken, but the 

greatest difficulties of it are innate to English pupils and are therefore 

generally either passed over in silence in English grammars, or treated so very 

superficially that our pupils never understand them snfficiently. If therefore 

it will be found that I have been rather explicit on the use of the auxiliary 

verhs and more especially of will and shall, that I have consecrated a 

long chapter to the use of the different conjunctions, I hope to 

have rendered this little volume the more acceptable by treating those 

subjects less superfioially than is generally the case. Another observation 

which experience proved to me to be well founded is that an abstract 

rule is often easily committed to memory by a well chosen example. I 
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have therefore tried to illustrate every important rule by as many examples 

as I could gather among the most eminent authors, both ancient and 

modern and many of which have not hitherto appeared in any grammar. 

The book is particularly intended for the upper classes of colleges and 

middle-class schools, where but little time can be given to practical exer­

cises; I have on that account added a scries of such exercises as may 

serve as a practical repetition of any part of the book. 

More advanced pupils and such as have to prepare for any examina­

tion in the English language will find many subjects treated in it for 

which they will in vain look into other grammars of this size, and 

throughout the compilation of the book in which Mr. Sullivan's Gram­

mar (57th Edition) has been a much valued assistance to me, I have 

exerted myself to make the study of English grammar as entertaining 

as the subject would allow. 

May experience prove that I have not spent many years in preparing 

an ungrateful task! 

DEVENTER , February 1870. J. H. MEIJER. 


