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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 TO THE KING. In availing myself of Your Majesty's graciouspermission to dedicate this work to Your Majesty.I feel that I am performing a most pleasing duty. The claims of Your Majesty's family on the gra-titude of the nation, for the efficient patronage theyhave afforded to maritime discovery, require merelyto be alluded to, to ensure the attention of everywell-wisher to his country. Under a less powerful Sovereign than your "RoyalFather, the voyages of Cook and Vancouver, in allprobability, would never have been projected, andcould hardly have prospered; while it is certainthat the expeditions of Parry and Franklin owedtheir chief distinction to

the enlightened encourage-ment of His late Majesty. But these great enterprises—so productive ofnational renown—so extensively useful in diffusingthe blessings of civilization over distant and savage vol. i.                            b



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 vi                                     DEDICATION. lands—and so eminently beneficial to the cause ofscience and of commerce, could never have beensuccessfully accomplished, had not the character ofthe Navy been habitually maintained at, perhaps,the highest level which human exertion is capableof reaching. To produce this generous spirit, however, and topreserve it entire when once created, there wasrequired, on the part of the Royal Family, somesignal example of personal sacrifice to the popularservice of the country. And although it wouldbe very presumptuous in any one to pretend toestimate the advantages which the profession hasderived, in our own days, from Your

Majestyhaving condescended to become one of its workingmembers, there can be no doubt, that in all futuretimes, the British Navy will retain the salutary im-pression, and cherish the remembrance of this highhonour. May it please Your Majesty,Your Majesty's most dutiful servant,most gratefuland most faithful subject, FREDERICK WILLIAM BEECHEY.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. The discovery of a north-west passage to thePacific had for some years occupied the attentionof the British government and of the public at large,and several brilliant attempts had been made bothby sea and by land to ascertain the practicability ofits navigation, which, though conducted with a zealand perseverance that will transmit them to thelatest posterity, had, from insurmountable difficul-ties, failed of success. In 1824, His late Majesty having commanded thatanother attempt should be made by way of PrinceRegent's Inlet, an expedition was equipped — thelast that sailed upon this interesting service — andthe command again conferred upon Captain

Parry,whose exploits have so deservedly earned him theapprobation of his country. At the same timeCaptain Franklin, undaunted by his former perilousexpedition, and by the magnitude of the contem-plated undertaking, having, with the promptnessand perseverance peculiar to his character, proposedto connect his brilliant discoveries at the mouth ofthe Coppermine River with the furthest knownpoint on the western side of America, by descendingthe Mackenzie River, and, with the assistance of his b 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 Vlii              -                  INTRODUCTION. intrepid associate, Dr. Richardson, by coasting thenorthern shore in opposite directions towards thetwo previously discovered points, His late Majestywas also pleased to command that this expeditionshould be simultaneously undertaken. From the nature of these services it was nearlyimpossible that either of these expeditions couldarrive at the open sea in Beering's Strait, withouthaving nearly, if not wholly, exhausted their re-sources ; and Captain Franklin's party being, in ad-dition, destitute of a conveyance to a place whenceit could return to Europe. To obviate these antici-pated difficulties, his Majesty's government deter-

mined upon sending a ship to Beering's Strait toawait the arrival of the two expeditions. As this vessel would traverse, in her route, aportion of the globe hitherto little explored, andas a considerable period must necessarily elapse be-fore her presence would be required in the north,it was intended to employ her in surveying andexploring such parts of the Pacific as were withinher reach, and were of the most consequence tonavigation. The vessel selected for this service was his Majes-ty's ship Blossom, of twenty-six guns, but on thisoccasion mounting only sixteen ; and on the 12thof January, 1825, I had the honour of being ap-pointed to the command of her. The followingofficers, most of them men distinguished for theirabilities, were placed under my orders, viz.— Lieutenant, George Peard.             Naturalist, .       . George T. Lay. r Edw. Belcher, Super- Assistant Surgeon,         

Thomas Neilson. Ditto, . \ numerary, and As-                                    f John Evans, V- sislant Surveyor.               '          '       ' \Chas. H. Osmer.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 ix INTRODUCTION. Ditto, . John Wainwright.       Volmllmrs> lst class    I J°>"> "^ Master, . Thomas Elson.                                             \ John Hockley. Surgeon, . Alex. Collie.                                                 r J. Clarke Barlow, Purser, . George Marsh.             DMo' ' 2d Class>   \ Charles Lewis. f J. F. Gould,*              Gunner, .       . John Richardson. /4dMa^ty \ William Smyth,          Boatswain, .       . James Clarkson. (.James Wolfe.              Carpenter, .       . Thos. Garrett. Midshipmen, J John Kendall, (.Richard B. Beechey. To these were added such a number of seamen,marines, and boys, as, with the exception of thesupernumeraries, would form a complement of

ahundred and ten persons; but in consequence of theweakness of our crew when collected, I was per-mitted to discharge ten of the most inefficient; areduction which, without sensibly diminishing thestrength of our crew, materially increased the dura-tion of our stock of provisions, and in the sequelproved of the most happy consequence. The ship was partially strengthened, and other-wise adapted to the service, by increasing her stow-age. A boat was supplied, to be used as a tender,and for this purpose she was made as large as thespace on the deck would allow. She was rigged asa schooner, decked, and fitted in the most completemanner, and reflected great credit upon Mr. Peake,the master-shipwright of Woolwich dock-yard, whomodelled and built her. To the usual allowance of provision was added avariety of anti-scorbutics. Cloth, beads, cutlery, andother articles of traffic, were

put on board ; and twofowling-pieces, embossed with silver, and fitted inthe most complete manner, were supplied as presentsto the kings of .the Society and Sandwich Islands. * This valuable young officer was obliged to quit the ship atRio Janeiro on account of his health.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. X The College of Surgeons sent bottles of spirits forthe preservation of specimens, and the HorticulturalSociety enhanced our extra stores with a box ofseeds properly prepared for keeping. The seamen were furnished with two suits ofclothes gratis, and were allowed the further privilegeof having six months' wages in advance. In the equipment of all the expeditions of thisnature it has been the good fortune of the officersengaged in them to meet with the utmost courtesyand attention to their wishes from the departmentswhich have the power so materially to contribute totheir comfort; and I take this opportunity of ex-pressing my sincere thanks to Sir

G. Cockburn andthe other Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,to Sir Thomas Byam Martin, and the Commission-ers of the Navy and Victualling Boards, for thereadiness with which they at all times complied withmy requests. Being in every respect ready, on the 19th May Ireceived the following instructions from the LordsCommissioners of the Admiralty :— " By the Commissioners for executing the officeof Lord High Admiral of the United King-dom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c. "Whereas it is our intention that his majesty'ssloop Blossom, under your command, should be atBeering's Strait in the Autumn of 1826, and, con-tingently, in that of 1827, for the purpose of afford-ing such assistance as may be required, either byCaptain Parry or Captain Franklin, should one orboth of those officers make their appearance inthat neighbourhood. You are hereby required anddirected to put

to sea in the said sloop, so soon as in



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XI every respect ready, and observe the following in-structions for your guidance :-*• " You are to proceed with all convenient expedi-tion to Rio Janeiro, where you are to complete yourprovisions and water ; after which you are to makethe best of your way round Cape Horn, and endea-vour to make Easter Island; from whence you areto take your departure, steering for the SocietyIslands, and passing near the spot where GomezIsland appears in the charts, in order to ascertainwhether such island has any existence; and, in likemanner, whether Ducie's and Elizabeth Islands benot one and the same. You will then proceed toPitcairn's Island at the

south-eastern extremity ofthe groupe of the Society Islands, or, as they aresometimes called, the Georgian Islands, where youwill commence a survey of this groupe, proceedingnorth-westerly to Otaheite. In the execution ofthis survey it may be found most advisable toanchor, if practicable, every evening, under one ofthe islands, in order that the situation of the shipmay, by these means, be more secure, and that youmay be certain that none of them are passed by youunobserved. If, however, you should experienceany difficulty in pursuing the route herein pointedout, from the prevailing winds, you will make thebest of your way to Otaheite, and proceed fromthence in your survey to Pitcairn's Island. " During your stay among these or any other ofthe islands of the Pacific which you may visit, youare to use every possible endeavour to preserve anamicable intercourse with the natives,

and to cautionyour officers and ship's company to avoid givingoffence or engaging in disputes with them ; and youare to show them on alL occasions every act of kind-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 xii INTRODUCTION. ness that may be in your power, taking care thatwhen any purchases, by barter or otherwise, aremade, an officer of the ship may always be presentto prevent disputes: and you are particularly toimpress on the minds of your officers and men thenecessity of being extremely guarded in their in-tercourse with the females of those places, so as toavoid exciting the jealousy of the men. " Having completed the survey of this groupe ofislands, if you find that your time will admit of it,you are to direct your course to the Navigator'sIslands, settling in your way thither the true posi-tion of Suwarrow's Islands; from whence, in yourprogress to the

northward, you will touch at Owhy-hee, to deliver the despatches and packages address-ed by the Foreign Office for his Majesty's consul atthat island, and to procure refreshments and water. " You are, however, to be particularly careful notto prolong your stay at any of those islands, so asto retard your arrival at the' appointed rendezvousin Beering's Strait later than the 10th July, 1826 ;which period, together with the rendezvous, hasbeen fixed by Captain Franklin and yourself, by amemorandum, a copy of which is annexed, and wedesire and direct you to pay particular attention tothe various matters contained therein. " You are to remain at the said appointed rendez-vous until the end of October, or to as late a periodas the season will admit, without incurring the riskof being obliged to winter there, provided you shallhear nothing of Captain Franklin or his party ; butin the event

of his joining, you are to receive himand his party on board, and convey him either toKamtschatka, the Sandwich Islands, Panama, or toChina, as he may determine, in order to procure a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. Xlll further conveyance to England. If, however, youshould receive certain intelligence of Captain Parryhaving passed through Beering's Strait into the Paci-fic, you are in that case to proceed with the Blossomround Cape Horn, and bring Captain Franklin and hisparty to England ; touching at Callao, and such otherports on the western coast of South America as youmay deem proper for refreshments, intelligence, &c. " In the former event, namely, of your leavingBeering's Strait with Captain Franklin, but withouthaving obtained any intelligence of Captain Parry,you are to complete your water and provisions atthe place to which you convey

Captain Franklin ;or in the event of your hearing nothing either ofCaptains Franklin or Parry, previous to the seasonobliging you to leave Beering's Strait in 1826, youare to proceed to such place as you may deem mosteligible and convenient for completing your provi-sions and water; taking care in either of the last-mentioned cases to be again in Beering's Strait bythe 1st August, 1827, calling in your way thitheragain at Owhyhee, at which place Captain Parryhas been directed to give the preference of touchingin his way homeward, for the purpose of affordingyou intelligence of him. " If you should find that Captain Parry has pass-ed, or should he pass after joining you, and that youhave heard nothing of Captain Franklin, you are,nevertheless, to proceed to, or remain at (as the casemay be) Beering's Strait, in the autumn of 1827, asalready directed, following in all respects the

direc-tions already given for your conduct in the autumnof 1826. " In order that you may be put in full possessionof that part of our instructions to Captain Parry



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 XIV                               INTRODUCTION. which relates to his arrival in Beering's Strait, weenclose you herewith an extract from them, as alsoa copy of a ' Memorandum,' drawn up by CaptainParry, and dated ' Hecla, Davis' Strait, June, 1824 ;'to both of which we desire to call your particularattention, in order that you may govern your pro-ceedings accordingly. " Having remained in Beering's Strait as late inthe autumn of 1827 as the season will admit, andwithout risking the chance of being obliged to winteron account of the ice, you are to proceed to Eng-land by the route before directed; reporting to oursecretary your arrival, and transmitting the jour-nals of

yourself and officers for our information. " In the prosecution of your voyage out, andduring your stay in the Pacific, you are to be parti-cular in noticing the differences of longitude givenby your chronometers, from any one place to an-other, which you may visit in succession. " As we have appointed Mr. Tradescant Lay asnaturalist on the voyage, and some of your officersare acquainted with certain branches of natural his-tory, it is expected that your visits to the numerousislands of the Pacific will afford the means of col-lecting rare and curious specimens in the severaldepartments of this branch of science. You are tocause it to be understood that two specimens, atleast, of each article are to be reserved for the pub-lic museums; after which the naturalist and officerswill be at liberty to collect for themselves. Youwill pay every attention in your power to the pre-servation of the

various specimens of natural his-tory, and on your arrival in England transmit themto this office ; and if, on your arrival at any placein the course of your voyage, you should meet with



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XV a safe conveyance to England, you are to avail your-self of it to send home any despatches you mayhave, accompanied by journals, charts, drawings,&c, and such specimens of natural history as mayhave been collected. And you will, on each of yourvisits to Owhyhee, deliver to his Majesty's consul atthat place duplicates of all your previous collectionsand documents, to be transmitted by him, by thefirst safe opportunity, to England. " In the event of England becoming involved inhostilities with any other power during your ab-sence, you are, nevertheless, clearly to understandthat you are not on any account to commit anyhostile act

whatsoever; the vessel you command be-ing sent out only for the purpose of discovery andscience, and it being the practice of all civilized na-tions to consider vessels so employed as excludedfrom the operations of war: and, confiding in thisgeneral feeling, we should trust that you would re-ceive every assistance from the ships or subjects ofany foreign power which you may fall in with. " On your return home you will proceed to Spit-head, informing our secretary of your arrival. " Given under our hands, the 11th of May, 1825. " MELVILLE.WM. JOHNSTONE HOPE.G. COCKBURN.G. CLERK.W. R. K. DOUGLAS. " To Frederick William Beechey, Esq.Commander of his Majesty's Sloop Blossom, at Spithead. " By command of their lordships. " J. W. CROKER.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XVI MEMORANDUM ACCOMPANYING THEINSTRUCTIONS. " We deem it advisable that the ship should bein Beering's Strait by the 10th of July, and thatshe should remain at some appointed rendezvousuntil the end of October, or to as late a period asthe season will admit, without incurring the risk ofbeing obliged to winter there. " At present we know of but one place on theeastern shore of the strait which we can recommendas a rendezvous for both parties, viz. Kotzebue'sSound; there it appears the ship may remain withall winds. Desirable as it is to take up a morenortherly position than this, in order that the voy-age of Captain

Franklin's party in open boats maybe shortened ; yet, admitting the possibility of deepinlets on the coast, it is evident that the boats ofCaptain Franklin would have more difficulty insearching for the ship in them than in proceedingat once to the above-mentioned sound; and thecertainty of finding the ship at a fixed point wouldbe more satisfactory to Captain Franklin. " In order, however, to lessen as far as possiblethe difficulties of the land party (still preserving thefixed rendezvous), it is recommended that a party,well armed, and having a supply of provisions andfuel, shall be left at Chamisso Island with a boat;or, if it be necessary, the defences of the island maybe strengthened by the two forecastle guns, which,with a strong boat's crew, will be sufficient to pro-tect the only landing-place in the island against



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XV11 any force the natives can bring, should they behostile.* " Leaving this party at the rendezvous, the Blos-som may proceed to examine the coast, assisted byher decked launch, keeping in-shore of her; andsignals can then be regularly placed on every con-spicuous cape or height, according to the modeagreed upon, for the purpose of directing CaptainFranklin's attention to bottles containing writteninformation, which will be buried at each station. " In this manner it is proposed, circumstancespermitting, to navigate from Kotzebue's Soundnorthward, and then eastward as far as the state ofthe ice will allow, following up every

opening, andnever quitting the main shore. The distance towhich the ship can proceed to the eastward will belimited by the lateness of the season, and the neces-sity of avoiding the hazard of being beset in the iceand obliged to winter. " Fog-signals and night-lights will of course beestablished between the launch and the ship ; andshould the launch part company with the ship, itwill proceed to the last formed signal station, andthere await the junction of the ship ; but if she doesnot arrive there in five days, the launch is to pro-secute the voyage along shore, in search of CaptainFranklin, but not to go so far as to put the cer-tainty of returning to Chamisso Island by the 30thof September at any risk, by which date the shipwill also have arrived there; and Captain Franklinwill proceed to the same place should he not havemet either the ship or launch before. * This erroneous

idea was suggested by Captain Kotzebue'saccount of the island, arising no doubt from a bad translation.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XV111 " During the time the Blossom remains in Kot-zebue Sound, a party will be directed to proceedinland on a north course, if practicable, in orderthat should the coast of the Polar Sea be within rea-sonable distance, signals may be erected upon theheights for Captain Franklin, whose party may bythis means be spared a long journey round theN. W. promontory of America. At this and everyother station where information is deposited of Cap-tain Beechey, it is advisable that a request in theRussian language be also placed, that this informa-tion-be not taken away, or the signals disturbed. " Since the transmission of the above,

CaptainFranklin has received his instructions from EarlBathurst, the contents of which have been madeknown to Captain Beechey, and the only additionwhich we think necessary to make is, that in theevent of Captain Franklin arriving at an early pe-riod at Icy Cape, or at the N. W. extremity of Ame-rica, or in the longitude of, Icy Cape (161° 42' W.)and returning the same season to his former winterquarters, he will, in the above-mentioned meridian,erect a signal, and bury a bottle containing theinformation of his having done so for CaptainBeechey's guidance. (Signed) " JOHN FRANKLIN, Captain. F. W. BEECHEY, Commander, HisMajesty's Sloop Blossom.Woolwich, 10th February, 1825." After the receipt of these instructions, I took anearly opportunity of communicating to the officersunder my command the sentiments of their lord-ships, contained in the twelfth paragraph.

How



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XIX satisfactorily these expectations were fulfilled, mustappear from the manner in which their lordshipshave marked their approbation of their conduct.As commander of the expedition, however, I amhappy of an opportunity of again hearing testimonyto their diligence, and of expressing my thanks forthe assistance I derived during the voyage fromtheir exertions. They are especially due to my firstlieutenant, Mr. Peard, upon whom much additionalduty devolved, in consequence of my attentionbeing in some measure devoted to other objects ofthe expedition: to Lieutenant Belcher and Mr.Elson, the master, for their indefatigable attentionto

the minor branches of surveying; and to theformer, again, for his assistance in geological re-searches : to Lieutenant Wainwright for his astro-nomical observations; to Mr. Collie, for his unre-mitting attention to natural history, meteorology,and geology; to Mr. James Wolfe, for his attendanceat the observatory and the construction of charts;and, lastly, to Messrs. Smyth and Richard Beechey,for the devotion of their leisure time to drawing. On the return of the expedition to England, thejournals and papers of the officers were placed inmy hands by the Admiralty, with directions to pub-lish an account of the voyage. I found those ofMessrs. Collie and Belcher to contain much usefulinformation on the above-mentioned branches ofscience, and in other respects I have derived muchassistance from their remarks, and also from those inthe journals of Messrs. Evans, Smyth, and

Beechey.I have in general noticed these obligations in thecourse of my narrative : but as this could not alwaysbe done without inconvenience to the reader, I take



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 INTRODUCTION. XX this opportunity of more fully expressing my ac-knowledgments. In the compilation I have endeavoured to com-bine information useful to the philosopher with re-marks that I trust may prove advantageous to theseaman, and to convey to the general reader the im-pressions produced upon my mind at the moment ofeach occurrence. How far I have succeeded in ac-quitting myself of the task my duty compelled meto undertake, I must leave to the public to decide,and shall conclude with expressing a hope that myvery early entry into the service may be taken inextenuation of any faults they may discover. The collections of botanical and

other specimensof natural history have been reserved for separatevolumes, being far too numerous to form part of anappendix to the present narrative. His Majesty'sgovernment having liberally appropriated a sum ofmoney to their publication, I hope, with the assist-ance of several eminent gentlemen, who have kindlyand generously offered to describe them, shortly tobe able to present them to the public, illustrated byengravings by the first artists. The botany, of whichthe first number has already been published, is in thehands of Dr. Hooker, professor of Botany, at Glas-gow, who in addition to having devoted the wholeof his time to our collection, has borne with the nu-merous difficulties and disappointments which haveattended the progress of the publication of thisbranch of natural history, and my thanks on thisaccount are the more especially due to him in parti-cular. The

department which he has so kindly un-dertaken will extend to ten numbers 4to.; making,in the whole, about 500 pages, and 100 plates of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 xxi INTRODUCTION. plants, wholly new, or such as have been hithertoimperfectly described. The other branches of natural history are underthe care of Messrs. N. A. Vigors, Edward Bennett,J. E. Gray, Richard Owen, Dr. Richardson, R. N.,and Mr. T. Lay, the naturalist to the expedition,and the geology of Professor Buckland and CaptainBelcher, R. N.; to all of whom I must express mywarmest thanks, for their cordial assistance, and forthe ready and handsome manner in which they havetaken upon themselves the task of describing and ofsuperintending the delineation of the various speci-mens. Their contributions will form another 4to.volume of species

entirely new, or, as before, of suchas have been imperfectly described. The public ingeneral are not aware how much is due to thesegentlemen, without whose zeal and aid they wouldbe deprived of much useful knowledge; for, not-withstanding the liberal assistance of his Majesty'sgovernment, there is so little encouragement forworks of the above-mentioned description, that theycould not be published unless the contributions weregratuitously offered to the publishers. vol. i.                             c
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 CONTENTSOF THE FIRST VOLUME. CHAPTER I. Departure from England—Teneriffe—Sun eclipsed—FernandaNorhona—Make the Coast of Brazil—Rio Janeiro—Passage roundCape Horn—Conception—Valparaiso              .              . Page 1 CHAPTER II. Leave the Coast of Chili—Visit Sala-y-Gomez—Easter Island—Hostile Reception there—Description of the Inhabitants, Island,&c.—Enter the dangerous Archipelago—Davis' Island—Eliza-beth or Henderson's Island, its singular Formation—See Pit-cairn Island                .              •              .              •              .35 CHAPTER III. Pitcairn Island—Adams and Natives come off to the

Ship—Adams'sAccount of the Mutiny of the Bounty — Lieutenant Bligh sentadrift in the Launch — Mutineers proceed to Tobouai — HostileReception there — Proceed to Otaheite—Return to Tobouai—Again quit it, and return to Otaheite — Christian determines toproceed to Pitcairn Island — Lands there—Fate of the Ship—Insurrection among the blacks — Murder of Christian and four ofthe Mutineers — Adams dangerously wounded — Fate of theremaining Mutineers             .                            .              .66
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. CHAPTER I. Departure from England—Teneriffe—Sun eclipsed—FernandaNorhona—Make the Coast of Brazil—Rio Janeiro—Passageround Cape Horn—Conception—Valparaiso. On the 19th of May we weighed from Spithead,and the following afternoon took our parting viewof the Devonshire coast, and steered out of theChannel with a fair wind. For several days after-wards our progress was impeded by boisterous wea-ther, for which the approach to the Bay of Biscayhas long been proverbial. We however escaped to-lerably well, and favourable breezes soon succeeding,we

advanced to the southward. On the 30th we ascertained, by running over thespot in a fine clear day, that a reef of rocks, namedthe Eight Stones, did not exist in the situationwhich it has for a number of years occupied in ourcharts: the next morning we passed the Desertas,and on- the 1st of June were off Teneriffe. vol. 1.                           b



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 2                                   VOYAGE TO THE As I purposed touching at Santa Cruz, we imme-diately hauled up for the land, and it was a fortu-nate circumstance that we did so, for so strong acurrent set to the southward during the night, thathad we trusted to our reckoning, the port wouldhave been passed, and there would have been muchdifficulty in regaining it. I mention the circum-stance with a view of bringing into notice the greatsoutherly set that usually attends the passage ofships from Cape Finisterre southward. From thiscape to Point Naga, our error in that direction, ormore correctly S. 33° W., was not less than ninetymiles. I do not stop to

inquire into the cause ofthis great tendency of the water to the equator,which might probably be traced to the remoteeffect of the trade-wind, but merely mention thefact as a guide to persons who may pursue the sameroute. We approached the island on a fine sunny day,but from a quarter that was highly unfavourablefor a view of the lofty Peak, which was almost hidfrom us by intervening mountains. At four o'clockwe came to an anchor in the roads of Santa Cruz,and there found His Majesty's ship Wellesley, Cap-tain, now Admiral Sir G. E. Hamond, Bart., on herway to Bio Janeiro, with his Excellency Sir CharlesStuart, the British Ambassador to the court of Bra-zil. As soon as we had exchanged salutes withthe fort, we landed to procure the supplies the shiprequired, with all despatch; and met with muchassistance and civility from Mr. Dupland, who wasacting in the

absence of the Consul. Santa Cruz, at the time of our arrival, was underthe government of Don Ysidore Uriarti, who very



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT.                   & obligingly allowed me to pitch a tent in one of theforts for the purpose of making observations, andplaced a guard of soldiers to keep watch over theinstruments. In Santa Cruz there is very little tointerest a stranger: when he has paraded some in-ferior gardens which perpetuate the memory of theMarquis de Brancifort, cast his eye round the in-terior of the great church of San Francisco, where aflag that once belonged to Lord Nelson will notbe allowed to escape his attention, and scanned amonument erected to the Virgin Mary de la Can-delaria, the patroness-saint of the island, he has seenall

that can offer an inducement to expose himselfto a dusty walk on a hot day, which he will be sureto find in the month of June in this scattered town.The Plaza Reale will amuse those persons who wishto indulge their criticism on the manner and cos-tume of the inhabitants, who assemble there in theevening to smoke their cigars, and enjoy the luxuri-ous freshness of the air. At Laguna the capital, visiters will find a bettertown, a more fertile country, a climate several de-grees cooler than that of Santa Cruz, and everyspecies of produce more abundant and forward thanat the port; and though the road is bad, few willregret having encountered its difficulties. The ce-lebrated Peak of Teyde is the great object of curi-osity which engages the attention of travellers tothe Canary groupe, and we experienced much mor-tification at not having it in our power to ascend it.To

have added our mite toward the determinationof its altitude by barometrical measurement, was aconsideration not overlooked ; but, circumstanced aswe were, it was not of sufficient importance to jus-is 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 4 VOYAGE TO THE tify the detention of the ship; and we were obligedto console ourselves with the hope that we shouldshortly visit places less known, and where our time,consequently, would be more usefully employed. Teneriffe is an island which lies in the track ofall outward-bound ships from Europe, and mostvoyagers have touched at it: being the first objectof interest they meet, their zeal is naturally moreexcited there, than at any subsequent period oftheir voyage: it is consequently better describedthan almost any other island in the Atlantic, andnothing is now left for a casual visiter, but to go overthe ground of his predecessors for his own

gratifica-tion or improvement. My observations for the de-termination of the latitude and longitude of the place,&c. were made in the Saluting Battery, but theyare omitted here, as I purpose, throughout these vo-lumes, to avoid, as far as possible, the insertion offigures and calculations, which, by the majority ofreaders, are considered interruptions to the narrative,and are interesting only to a few. On the 3rd, HisMajesty's ship Wellesley sailed for Rio Janeiro withHis Excellency Sir Charles Stuart; and on the 5th,having procured what supplies we required, weweighed, and shaped a course for the same place. From our anchorage we had been daily tantalizedwith a glimpse only of the very summit of thePeak, peeping over a nearer range of mountains, andthe hazy state of the weather on the day of our de-parture made us fearful we should pass on withoutbeholding any

more of it; but towards sunset,when we had reached some miles from the coast, wewere most agreeably disappointed by a fair view ofthis gigantic cone. The sun set behind it; and as



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT. 5 his beams withdrew, the mountain was thrown for-ward, until it appeared not half its real distance.Then followed a succession of tints, from the glow-ing colours of a tropical sky, to the sombre purpleof the deepest valleys; varying in intensity withevery intermediate range, until a landscape was pro-duced, which, for beauty of outline, and brilliancyof colour, is rarely surpassed; and we acknowledgedourselves amply repaid for our days of suspense.Night soon closed upon the view ; and, directingour compass to a well-known headland, we took ourlast look at the island, which was the only one ofthe Canary

groupe we had seen : not on account ofour distance from them, but owing to that mass ofclouds which " navigators behold incessantly piledover this Archipelago." The breeze was fair, andwe rolled on, from day to day, with our awningsspread; passing rapidly over the ground with afresh trade-wind, and daily increasing the heat andhumidity of our atmosphere: amused, occasionallyby day, with shoals of flying-fish starting from ourpath, followed by their rapacious pursuers ; and bynight, with the phosphoric flashing of the sea, andthe gradual rising of constellations not visible in ournative country. Toward the termination of the trade, the windveered gradually to the eastward, and became fresh,until noon of the 15th, when it suddenly ceased,and the sea, foaming like breakers, beneath a blackthunder-cloud, warned us to take in our lightersails. We were presently taken

aback with a vio-lent gust of wind from the southward, and fromthat time lost the north-east trade. As we ap-proached its limit, the atmosphere gradually became



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 6 VOYAGE TO THE chap, more charged with humidity, and the sky thicken-wnr—' ed with dark clouds, which, latterly, moved heavily???!• in all directions, pouring down torrents of rain. 1825.                                        *            o                       iii On the 16th, the sun was eclipsed ; and we mademany observations to determine the moment of con-junction. In doing this, my attention was arrestedby a very unusual appearance. It consisted of aluminous haze about the moon, as if the lighthad been transmitted through an intervening atmo-sphere. I made a sketch of it very soon afterwards,*of which I was very glad, as a similar phenomenon,I found, had

been observed by M. Dolland in an-other eclipse ; and as the subject has since receivedmuch interest from the circumstance of Aldebaran,and Jupiter and his satellites, having been seen pro-jected upon the disc of the moon. About the timeof the greatest obscuration, Leslie's photometerstood at 27°, exactly half what it afterwards showed.Between the intervals of observation, we amusedourselves with making experiments with a burningglass upon differently coloured cloths, in imitationof those recorded in the Memoirs of the Astrono-mical Society, and which will convey to the generalreader a more intelligible idea of the decrease of in-tensity in the sun's rays at the time of the greatestobscuration, than the observations with the photo-meter, as well as of the readiness with which somecolours ignite in comparison with others: for in-stance, Black                       Blue         

Scarlet,            Pea-Green burned instantly; required .y,7, 15%7: would not ignite. * See the plate.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                   7 After the eclipse, and when the sun was shiningbright, Black                  Blue         Scarlet, Pea-Green, Yellow, burned instantly; instantly; 2s;              7s, 8;             4S,3. The resists are the mean of several observations;and the intervals, the number of seconds betweenthe rays being brought to a focus on the cloth, andits ignition. After losing the trade-wind, we went throughthe usual ordeal of baffling winds and calms, withoppressively hot moist weather, and heavy rains ;and then, on the 19th, in latitude 5° 30' N., got thesouth-east trade, with which we pursued our coursetowards the equator, and

crossed it on the 24th, inlongitude 30° 2' West, much further from the meri-dian of Greenwich than choice would have dictated.Some anxiety was in consequence felt lest the cur-rent, which here ran to the westward at the rate ofthirty miles a day, should sweep the ship so far toleeward, as to prevent her weathering Cape St-Roque, the north-eastern promontory of the Braziliancoast, which would materially protract the passage,by making it necessary to return to the variable windsabout the equator in order to regain the easting, asit is almost impossible to make way against the rapidcurrent which sets past Cape St. Roque. During the forenoon of the 26th, we observedan unusual number of birds. To our companions,the tropic bird, shearwaters, and Mother Carey'schickens, were added gannets and boatswains: theywere conjectured to be the forerunners of land;and,

at three o'clock, the island of Fernanda Nor-hona was seen from the deck, bearing southwest,twelve leagues. When we had neared this island



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 8                                  VOYAGE TO THE within six leagues, there was an irregular sea; but wehad no soundings at 351 fathoms' depth. Our obser-vations reduced to the Peak, placed it eighteen milesto the eastward of its position in the East IndiaDirectory. Some squally weather, which occasion-ally broke the ship off her course, increased ouranxiety; but we kept clean full, to pass as quicklyas possible the current, which here runs with greatrapidity. On the 29th we had the satisfaction to find our-selves to the southward of the promontory, and thatit would not be necessary to make a tack. Thewind, however, led us in with the coast of Brazil,which

was seen on the morning of the 8th. Thesame evening we passed the shoal off Cape St.Thomas—a danger which until very lately was erro-neously placed upon the charts, and not sufficientlymarked to warn ships of the peril of approaching it.*Thence, our course was for Cape Frio, a headlandwhich all vessels bound to. Rio Janeiro should, onseveral accounts, endeavour to make. In fine wea-ther the south-east winds blow home to the cape,and gradually fall into either the land or sea breeze,according to the time of day, though the prevailingwind off it is from the north-east: with either ofthese winds, a ship can proceed to her port. Thesoutherly monsoon, which, while it blows, materiallyfacilitates the navigation along the coast to the * A merchant-vessel on her way from Rio Janeiro to Bahia,when about ten miles from the land, struck upon this shoal, andbeat over it,

fortunately with the loss of her rudder only. She af-terwards stood for five hours along the shoal, to the eastward, andher master stated that the sea broke upon it out of sight of land.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                   9 northward, scarcely affects the wind close in withthe cape. The greatest interruptions to which theyare liable are from the pamperos, which in the win-ter blow with great violence from the river Plate,sweep past Rio Janeiro, extend to the before-mentioned cape, and often beyond it, to a consider-able offing. It was during the influence of one ofthese gales that we approached Cape Frio, and hadno sooner opened the land on the western side ofthe promontory, than we were met by a long rollingswell from the south-west, gusts of wind, and un-settled weather; and at noon encountered a violentsquall,

attended by thunder and lightning, whichobliged us to take in every sail on the instant. To-wards sunset the weather cleared up, and we sawCape Frio, N. W. by W., very distant. Calms and baffling winds succeeded this boister-ous weather, so that on the morning of the 11th wewere still distant from our port; and the daylightwas gone, and with it the sea-breeze, before we couldreach a place to drop our anchor. It, however, some-times happens, fortunately for those who are late inmaking the entrance of the harbour, that in the in-terval between the sea and land breezes, gusts blowoff the eastern shore, and ships, by taking advantageof them, and at the same time by keeping close overon that side, may succeed in entering the port. Thiswas our case; and at nine at night we anchoredamong the British squadron, under the command ofRear-Admiral Sir George Eyre,

who was the follow-ing morning saluted with thirteen guns—a compli-ment which would have been paid by the ships tothe authorities of the place, had it not been suspend- *



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 10                                VOYAGE TO THE ed in consequence of his Imperial Highness requir-ing certain forms on the occasion, with which hisBritannic Majesty's government did not think itright to comply. The ship being in want of caulking, and the rig-ging of a refit, previous to encountering the bois-terous latitude of Cape Horn, these repairs were im-mediately commenced, and the few stores expendedon the passage were replaced. While these serviceswere going forward, and observations were in pro-gress for determining the geographical position ofthe port, and for other scientific purposes, excursionswere made to the various places of

interest in whichRio Janeiro abounds : — Bota-Fogo, Braganza, theFalls of Tejuca, and the lofty Corcovado, were suc-cessively visited, and afforded amusement to the na-turalist, the traveller, and the artist. Few places aremore worthy the description that has been given ofthem by various authors, than those above men-tioned ; and they have been so frequently describedthat they are familiar to every reader, and, as well asthe picturesque scenery of Rio Janeiro itself, arequite proverbial. Indeed there is little left in thevicinity of this magnificent port, of which the de-scription will possess the merit of novelty. The observations which were made during ourstay in Rio Janeiro will be found in the Appendixto the quarto edition. It may, however, be interest-ing to insert here the height of the Peak of Corco-vado, a singularly shaped mass of granite which over-looks the

placid waters of Bota-Fogo, as the measure-ments hitherto given are at variance with each other,and as it is a subject which has caused many discus-sions among the good people who live in its vicinity.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 11 Our first measurement was with barometers, which, calculated     CHAP, by Mr. Daniel's new formula, gave the base of the flag-staff   v^_~_, on the Peak, above half-tide . • . 2308 feet.         juiy The next, by trigonometrical measurement, gave 3306                 1825- On my return to the same place three years after-wards, I repeated the observations, which gave theheight as follows :— By barometrical measurement         . . .        2291 J* feet. By trigonometrical measurement . . •        2305^t The Sugar Loaf by the first base in 1825 was           1286 by the second base in 1828 was      1299J The

astronomical observations were made at anobservatory erected in Mr. May's garden at Gloria,an indulgence for which I feel particularly indebtedto that gentleman, as well as for other civilities whichI received from him during my stay at the place. On the 13th of August we sailed from Rio Ja- August.neiro for the Pacific: a passage interesting from thedifficulties which sometimes attend it, and from itspossessing the peculiarity of producing the greatestchange of climate in the shortest space of time.The day after we left the port, we encountered a * This differs sixteen feet from the first result, which may partlybe owing to the barometers, on this occasion, not being in suchgood order as at first: the amount, however, is so small as almostto need no apology, particularly as the observations were made ondays as opposite as possible to each other — the first in

drizzlingrain, the last on a clear sunshining day—whereby the formula wasput to the severest trial. t In this operation I was assisted by the late Captain Henry Fors-ter, R.N. an officer well known to the scientific world, with whomI had the pleasure to become acquainted at this place. J The difference in these measurements is, no doubt, owing tothere being no object on the summit of the hill sufficiently definedfor the purpose of observation, and it is almost impossible toascend it.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 12                                VOYAGE TO THE chap, dangerous thunder-storm, which commenced in thew-^/ evening, and lasted till after midnight: during thisAugust, time the sheet lightning was vivid and incessant,and the forked frequently passed between the masts.The wind varied so often, that it was with thegreatest difficulty the sails were prevented comingaback ; and it blew so hard that it was necessary tolower the close-reefed topsails on the cap. Shortlyafter midnight, a vivid flash of lightning left fivemeteors upon the mast-heads and topsail yard-arms,but did no damage: they were of a bluish cast,burnt about a quarter of an hour, and then disap-

peared. The weather almost immediately after-wards moderated, and the thunder cloud passedaway. We had afterwards light and variable winds, withwhich we crept down to the southward, until thenight of the 25th, when being nearly abreast of theRiver Plate, a succession of pamperos* began, andSept. continued until the 2nd of September, with theirusual characteristics, of thunder and lightning, withhail and sunshine between. On the 9th, soundingswere obtained in 75 fathoms off the FalklandIslands ; but no land was seen at the time, in con-sequence of misty weather. We here again ex-perienced a short though heavy gale. As it wasagainst us, we turned our proximity to the land togood account, by seeking shelter under its lee, strik- * These are heavy gusts of wind which blow off the heated plains(or pampas) lying between the foot of the Cordillera Mountains

andthe sea. In the River Plate, and near the coast, they are veryviolent and dangerous, from the sudden manner in which theyoccur. Their force diminishes as the distance from the coastincreases.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 13 ing soundings upon a sandy bottom, from 50 to 80fathoms, the depth increasing with the distancefrom the coast. The weather moderated on the dayfollowing, and we saw the land, from S. 25° W.to S. 56° W., eight or nine leagues distant: thewind, at the same time, became favourable, and car-ried us past the Islands during the night. Theeastern point of these Islands (Cape St. Vincent),by such observations as we were able to make, ap-pears to be correctly placed in the charts. The po-sition I have assigned to it will be seen in the tableat the end of the work. From the Falkland Islands we stood to

the south-ward ; and after two short gales from the westward,made Cape Horn on the 16th, bearing N. 40° W.six or seven leagues. This was quite an unexpect-ed event, as a course had been shaped the day be-fore to pass it at a distance of seventy miles. Itappeared, however, by the noon observation, that acurrent had drifted the ship fifty miles to the north-ward in the twenty-four hours, a circumstancewhich might have been attended with very seriousconsequences had the weather been thick; andships in passing the Strait le Maire will do well tobe on their guard against a like occurrence.* Theview of this celebrated promontory, which has costnavigators, from the earliest period of its discoveryto the present time, so much difficulty to double,was highly gratifying to all on board, and especiallyso to those who had never seen it before; yet it wasa pleasure we would

all willingly have exchanged * For remarks on the currents, and observations on the winds,in the vicinity of Cape Horn, the reader is referred to the NauticalRemarks in the quarto edition.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 14                                VOYAGE TO THE for the advantage of being able to pursue an unin-terrupted course along the shore of Tierra del Fu-ego, which the flattering prospect of the precedingday led us to expect, and which, had it not been forthe northerly current, would have been effected withease. The disappointment was of course very great,particularly as the wind at the moment was morefavourable for rounding the cape than it usually is. In the evening, the Islands of Diego Ramirezwere seen on the weather bow; and nothing re-mained but to pursue the inner route, at the risk ofbeing caught upon a lee-shore with a gale of wind,or stand back

to the south-eastward, and lose in oneday what it would require perhaps a week to re-cover. We adopted the former alternative, andpassed the Islands as close as it was prudent in adark night, striking soundings in deep water uponan uneven bottom. The next morning, the small groupe of IldefonzoIslands was distant six miles on the lee-beam, andthe mainland of Tierra del Fuego appeared behindit, in lofty ranges of mountains streaked with snow.The cape mistaken for Cape Horn by Lord Ansonbore N. 49° E., and the promontory designated YorkMinster by Captain Cook, W. by N. The coast wasbold, rocky, and much broken, and every here andthere deeply indented, as if purposely to afford a re-fuge from the pitiless gales which occasionally beatupon it. The general appearance of the landscapewas any thing but exhilarating to persons recentlyremoved from the

delightful scenery of Rio Janeiro;and we were particularly struck with the contrastbetween the romantic and luxurious scenery of thatplace and the bleak coast before us, where the snow,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 15 filling the valleys and fissures, gave the barren pro-jections a darker hue and a more rugged outlinethan they in reality possessed. As we drew in with the land, the water becamediscoloured, and specifically lighter than that in theoffing, whence it was concluded that some riversemptied themselves into the sea in the vicinity. Inthe evening it became necessary to stand off thecoast; and we experienced the disadvantages of theoffing, by getting into the stream of the easterlycurrent, and by the increase of both wind and sea.*We stood to the westward again as soon as it couldbe done; and on the 26th

were fifty leagues duewest of Cape Pillar, a situation from which there isno difficulty in making the remainder of the passage. We now, for a time at least, bade adieu to theshores of Tierra del Fuego, whose coast and climatewe quitted with far more favourable impressionsthan those under which they were approached.This, I think, will be the case with every man-of-warthat passes it, excepting the few that may be parti-cularly unfortunate in their weather; for early navi-gation has stamped it with a character which willever be coupled with its name, notwithstanding itsterrors are gradually disappearing before the pro-gressive improvement in navigation. It must beadmitted we were much favoured: few persons,probably, who effect the passage, will have it in * It is a curious fact, that on this day, at a distance of only-fifty leagues from where we were, it blew a strong gale of

wind,with a high sea, which washed away the bulwark of a fine brig, theHellespont, commanded by Lieutenant Charles Parker, R. N., towhom I am indebted for this and other interesting information onthe winds and currents encountered by him in his passage.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 1G VOYAGE TO THE their power to say they were only a week from themeridian of Cape Horn to a station fifty leagues duewest of Cape Pillar, and that during that time therewas more reason to complain of light winds andcalms, than the heavy gales which proverbially visitthese shores. Navigators distinguish the passages round CapeHorn by the outer and inner; some recommendingone, some the other; and doubtless both have theiradvantages and disadvantages. It would be veryuninteresting here to discuss the merits of either, asthe question has been sufficiently considered else-where ; and it would, in my opinion, be equallyuseless, as

very few persons follow the advice oftheir predecessors in a matter of this nature, butpursue that course which from circumstances mayseem most advantageous at the moment; and thiswill ever be the case where such a difference ofopinion exists. What I had to say on this subjecthas been published in the Nautical Remarks to thequarto edition. In describing the passage round Cape Horn, Ihave omitted to mention some particulars on thedays on which - they occurred, in order that theymight not interrupt the narrative. As we ap-proached the Falkland Islands from Rio Janeiro,some penguins were seen upon the water in latitude47° S., at a distance of three hundred and fortymiles from the nearest land; a fact which eitherproves the common opinion, that this species neverstray far from land, to be in error, or that some un-known land exists in the vicinity. As their

situa-tion was not far from the parallel in which the long-sought He Grande of La Roche was said to have



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEKING'S STRAIT.                 17 been seen, those who are wedded to the commonopinion above alluded to, may yet fancy such anisland has existence; although it is highly impro-bable that it should have escaped the observation,not only of those who purposely went in search ofit, but of the numerous ships also which have of latemade the passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific.Another opinion, not quite so general, (but which Ihave heard repeatedly expressed with reference tothe coast of California), is, that of aquatic birds con-fining their flight within certain limits, so that aperson who has paid attention to the subject

willknow by the birds that are about him, without see-ing the land, what part of the coast he is off. Myown experience does not enable me to offer anyremarks on the subject, except in the instance of theSt. Lawrence Islands, in Beering's Strait, the vici-nity to which is always indicated by the CrestedAuk (alca crestatella). But the following fact maybe serviceable in adding weight to the opinion, pro-vided it were not accidental; and if so, it may stillbe useful in calling the attention of others to thesubject. Off the River Plate, we fell in with thedusky albatross (diomediafulginosa), and as we pro-ceeded southward, they became very numerous; buton reaching the latitude of 51° S. they all quittedus. We rounded the cape; and on regaining thesame parallel of 51° S. on the opposite side, theyagain came round us, and accompanied the ship upthe Chili coast. The pintados

were our constantattendants the whole way. From the time of our leaving England, the tem-perature of the surface of the sea had been registeredevery two hours. Off Cape Horn, I caused it to be vol. i.                            c



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 18 VOYAGE TO THE tried every hour, under an impression that it mightapprise us of our approach to floating ice, when,from the darkness of the night, or foggy weather,it could not be seen; a plan I would recommendbeing adopted, as it may be useful, notwithstandingits fallibility ; for though ice in detached masses,when drifting fast with the wind, extends its influencea very short way in the direction of its course : yeton the other hand, its effect may be felt a consider-able distance in its wake. We had only one warn-ing of this nature, by a decrease of temperature offour degrees, which lasted about an hour. Thetemperature of the sea, at the

greatest depth ourlines would reach, was not below 39°, 2. Off theFalkland Islands, it was the same at 854 fathomsas at 603 fathoms. The lowest temperature of theair was 26°. The current, which at a distance fromthe land runs fast to the eastward to the discomfi-ture of ships bound in the opposite direction, nearthe coast to the westward of Cape Horn, at firstentirely ceased, and afterwards took a contrarycourse. There is much reason to believe that itcontinues this north-westerly course, and ultimatelyfalls into the northerly current so prevalent alongthe coast of Chili. The wind was now favourable for making pro-gress to the northward. My instructions did notdirect me to proceed to any port on the coast ofChili, but circumstances rendered it necessary toput into one of them, and I selected Conception asbeing the most desirable for our purpose. The weather had

for a long time been cloudy;but on this night a clear sky presented to our viewa comet of unusual magnitude and brilliancy, situ-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                  19 ated to the S. E. of the square formed by e^o-p Ceti.The head had a bluish cast, and increased in lustretowards its nucleus, where indeed it was so bright,that with our small telescopes it appeared to be astar; but this was evidently a deception, as Mr.Herschell, who made some interesting and satisfac-tory observations on the same comet, found on turn-ing his twenty feet reflector upon it, that the star-like appearance of the nucleus was only an illusion.*The tail extended between 9° and 10° of arc in aN. W. direction, and gradually increased in widthfrom the nucleus till near its termination.

Wemade a number of measurements to ascertain itsplace, and continued them every night afterwardson which the comet appeared ; but as its orbit hasbeen calculated from far more accurate observations,and ours were necessarily made with stars unequallyaffected by refraction, which involves a laboriousreduction, besides the abstruse calculation for deter-mining its orbit, I have not given them a place. On the following night we noticed distinctly thebifurcation of the tail represented in the Memoirsof the Astronomical Society. The branches wereof unequal length, and the lower one diverged fromthe nucleus, at an angle of about 40°. On the 6th we made the island of Mocha, on thecoast of Chili, a place once celebrated as a resort of theBuccaneers, who anchored off it for the useful supplieswhich in their days it furnished. Its condition wasthen certainly very

different from the present: seve-ral Indian chiefs and a numerous population residedthere, and it was well stocked with cattle, sheep, * See Memoir Ast. Soc. vol. ii. p. 2.c 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 20 VOYAGE TO THE hogs, and poultry. At present it is entirely de-serted, except by horses and hogs, both of which,Captain Hall states, are used as fresh stock bywhaling ships in the Pacific. The Indians appearto have been generally very cordial with their vi-siters, exchanging the produce of the island forcutlery and trinkets. They, however, apparentlywithout provocation, attacked Sir Francis Drake,and wounded him and all his boat's crew. In 1690the island was found deserted by Captain Strong,and it has since remained uninhabited. The causeof this is not known, though I was informed inChili, that it was in consequence of the

frequentdepredations committed by vessels that touched atthe island. We quitted Mocha, passed the Island of St-Mary, which must not be approached on accountof sunken rocks, and anchored at Talcahuana, thesea-port of Conception, on the 8th, fifty-six daysfrom Rio Janeiro. Here we found the Britishsquadron, under the command of Captain Maling,from whom I received every assistance and atten-tion. Our arrival off the port was on one of thosebright days of sunshine which characterize thesummer of the temperate zone on the western sideof America. The cliffs of Quiriquina, an island si-tuated in the entrance of the harbour, were coveredwith birds, curiously arranged in rows along the va-rious strata; and on the rocks were numberless sealsbasking in the sun, either making the shores re-echowith their discordant noise, or so unmindful of allthat was passing,

as to allow the birds to alightupon them and peck their oily skin without offer-ing any resistance.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                21 The sea-port of Conception is a deep, commodiousbay, well protected from northerly winds by thefertile little island above-mentioned, lying at its en-trance : there is a passage on either side of it, butthe eastern is the only one in use, the other beingvery narrow and intricate. The land on the easternand western sides of the bay is high, well wooded,and on the latter very steep ; on the former it slopesfrom the mountains toward the sea with gentle un-dulations. Several villages are situated along theshore on both sides, but principally on the eastern.Around these hamlets, some diminutive patches

ofa more lively green than the surrounding country,show the very limited extent to which cultivationis carried; of which we had further proof as we pro-ceeded up the bay, by witnessing groups of bothsexes up to their middle in the sea, collecting theirdaily subsistence from beds of choros and othershell-fish. Talcahuana we found to be a miserable little town,extending along the beach, and up a once fertilevalley; divided into streets and squares, but muchdilapidated, dusty, and in some places overgrownwith grass. A thousand inmates occupied thesewretched dwellings, who acknowledged the supre-macy of a governor, poor, but independant; andintrusted their spiritual concerns to the care ofa patriot priest. In the principal square stood achurch, in character with the rest of the buildings;and in front of it a belfry, which for some time pastmust have endangered the life

of the bellman. Hisoccupation, however, was less laborious than inother catholic countries, as it was here called intoaction but once in seven days; and was then at-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 22 VOYAGE TO THE tended to only by the female part of the inha-bitants. It was painful to compare the present circum-stances of this place with the prosperity that onceprevailed, and impossible to look upon the unhappyinhabitants without feelings of pity at the state towhich they were reduced. The other villages in thebay were in a very similar condition; and one,Tombe, where there was formerly an extensive salt-petre manufactory, was entirely deserted. The day after my arrival, I accompanied the cap-tains of the squadron, and Mr. Nugent the consul-general, to Conception, pursuant to an invitation wereceived from the Intendente to visit that

city. Itsdistance from Talcahuana is about three leagues.The road, at first, leads over a steep hill to the east-ward of the town, the summit of which commandsan excellent view of the natural advantages of de-fence which the peninsula of Talcahuana possesses,and shows how formidable it might become underjudicious management. The royalists were not ig-norant of this, and during the turbulent times ofemancipation, sought shelter amongst them, cutditches, and threw up temporary works of defence,all of which are now nearly effaced by the heavyrains that visit this country at particular periods ofthe year. At the back of this range of hills, thecountry is flat and occasionally swampy, and con-tinues so, with very little interruption, to the Collede Chepe, a small eminence, whence a stranger ob-tains the first view of the river Bio Bio and thecity. The intendente met us

about a mile outsidethe town, and accompanied us to his residence,where we experienced a most cordial and hospitablereception.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT.                 23 Conception, during its prosperity, has been de-scribed by the able pens of Juan de Ulloa, La Pe-rouse, and others; and since its misfortunes, by awell-known naval author, who has admirably pic-tured the ruin and desolation which the city at thattime must have presented. Much of his descrip-tion would have correctly applied to the time of ourvisit; but, generally speaking, there was a decidedimprovement in every department. The panic oc-casioned by the daring associates of the outlaw Be-navides, Peneleo and Pinchero, was beginning tosubside. These chiefs, unable to make head againstthe

people when united, had of late confined theirdepredations to the immediate vicinity of theirstrong holds among the mountains: the peasantshad returned to the cultivation of the soil; loomswere active in various parts of the town; and di-lapidations were gradually disappearing before cum-brous brickwork and masonry. Commerce was con-sequently beginning to revive; there were severalmerchant-vessels in the port; and the Quadra, once" silent as the dead," now resounded with the voicesof muleteers conducting the exports and imports ofthe country. The tranquil and improving condition of the statewas further evinced by the equipment of an expedi-tion against the island of Chiloe, which still main-tained its allegiance to the mother country. Thepreparations appeared to give general satisfaction inConception, and recruits were daily inlisting, andtraining in the Presidio.

I peeped through the gateone morning, and saw these tyros in arms goingthrough the ordeal of the awkward squad. Theywere half Indians, without shoes or stockings, andwith heads like mushrooms. Their appearance, how-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 24 VOYAGE TO THE chap. ever} was immaterial: they were the troops on whichv—y-»«' the people placed their dependence, which the result 1825.' of the expedition did not disappoint; and the effectupon their minds was equally exhilarating. Hither-to obliged to act on the defensive against a few pi-ratical Indian chiefs, they now found themselveslending their troops to carry on a warfare in a dis-tant province. Such was the prosperous state of af-fairs at the time of our arrival; and the highest ex-pectations pervaded all classes of society. The town of Conception occupies nearly a squaremile of ground. It is situated on the north side ofthe river Bio

Bio, and is distant from it about aquarter of a mile. Its site was chosen in 1763,about twelve years after the old city of Penco wasdestroyed by an earthquake, or rather by an inunda-tion, occasioned by a tremendous reaction of the sea.Such a catastrophe, it might be supposed, would besufficient to deter the inhabitants from again build-ing on low ground; nevertheless, the present city iserected on a spot scarcely fnore elevated than theother, and the river, when high, washes the thres-hold of the nearest houses. It has no defences;and is also very badly situated in this respect, be-ing commanded by a range of hills close behind it.Benavides was fully aware of this, and constructeda battery upon the eminence, which still bears hisname : but the guns are spiked, and the fort is inruins. During the late incursions, we were told, that themode of repelling an attack was to

collect the inha-bitants in the squares, and barricade the streets lead-ing out of them, with whatever came first to hand:the musketry and the muzzles of the field-pieces



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                25 were then thrust through these temporary bulwarks,and a fire opened upon the assailants. This was asufficiently secure defence against the Indians, butit is easy to imagine what would have been theeffect of a few well-placed cannon upon a crowd ofpersons so collected. In the selection of the site of the new city, theadvantage of the river Bio Bio was, no doubt, thegreat consideration ; and when inland navigation isas well understood in that country as in some others,it will be of the greatest importance, though itsnumerous shoals must occasion serious difficulties.Part of the produce of the interior

is now broughtdown upon rafts, which, not being able to return,are broken up and sold for timber. There is a ferry-boat over the river for the accommodation of per-sons who wish to pass from Conception to the In-dian country, and sufficiently large to carry cattle orhorses. The natives cross in punts, but have somuch difficulty in stemming the current and avoid-ing banks and shallows, that, though the extremedistance is only a mile, they are sometimes an hourand a half performing the passage. Although theSpaniards nominally possessed territory far to thesouthward of this river, yet it in reality formed theirboundary, and until very lately it was unsafe for anEuropean to venture far upon that side, on accountof straggling parties of the Indians.* The mouthof the Bio Bio is circumscribed by banks, whichhave progressively risen, to 210 yards; and even this * I have been

informed that since this period (1825), the Inten-dente has a magnificent estate on that side of the river, that theIndians are quiet, and that Conception has undergone great im-provement.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 26 VOYAGE TO THE narrow stream is divided by a rock one-third of theway across it. If the plan of the entrance be cor-rect in the chart annexed to La Perouse's Voyage, theformation of these banks has been very rapid, andhas altered the channel of the river. The population of Conception is about 6500 per-sons. The inhabitants, the labouring class at least,have a particularly healthy look. The men havehard features and strong sinewy limbs, and thewomen and children are fatter than would be agree-able to most persons: short stature, dark hair andeyes, and pretty Indian features, are the characteris-tics of their persons. They are subject to but

fewdiseases ; and for these they have their own remedies,consisting principally of medicinal herbs, with whichthe country abounds, and in the preparation ofwhich they are well skilled. Fevers, occasioned bycold and dampness, are the most common complaints. In the streets of Conception I did not see a singlecripple, a very rare circumstance in Spanish towns ;nor were we molested by beggars, beyond a fewtroublesome boys beseeching alms; and this arosemore from impudence, and a determination to trytheir luck, than from any real necessity: in secret,however, there are not wanting persons who, if op-portunity offered, would not only solicit charity,but enforce their demand with a pistol or a stiletto.On meeting the Indians in an unfrequented part ofthe country, it is particularly necessary to be uponyour guard; for these half-civilized barbarians aregenerally

intoxicated, and care very little aboutinsulting or maltreating strangers even in the heartof the town, much less when alone in the country.A regiment of Araucaneans is embodied in the army



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 ...JBP"- "? PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                27 of the state, and quartered in the town: they retain chap.their own weapons, and continue their own tactics, v—>—'A specimen of their extraordinary and barbarouswarfare was exhibited at Conception during ourstay. Since the trade of Chili has been thrown open, aremarkable change in the costume of the inhabitants,and also in the furniture of their houses, has takenplace; and an Englishman may now see with pridethe inferior manufactures of his own country prized,to the exclusion of the costly gold and silver tissuestuffs of Spain, which, Perouse observes, were en-tailed in families

like diamonds, and descended fromthe great-grandmother to the children of the thirdand fourth generation. Even the national musicalinstrument, the guitar, has fallen into neglect, andhas been supplanted by the English piano-forte. Itwould have been better for the lower orders of so-ciety, of which a large portion of the population ofConception consists, if the use of this simple instru-ment had been retained; for it is well known, inforeign countries, how many hours of innocentmirth are beguiled in the happy circles it assemblesaround the cottage doors ; and how many idle cha-racters its fascination deters from indulging in lessinnocent occupations, to which the Chilians areequally prone with other nations; though I am byno means an advocate for its being prized to theextent it once was by the Portuguese, who, after abattle in which they were defeated, left 14,000 gui-

tars upon the field.* The entertainments most frequented in Concep- * Mengiana, toin. i.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 "^*^^^^\ 2H VOYAGE TO THE chap, tion are cock-fighting and billiards. All classes of1              ^-^y—- society assemble at the pit, and if there be no fight, 1825/ wu"l light their cigars, and chat whole hours away,(                           in the hope of a match being made up, and are dis- persed only by the approach of night. The Englishcocks are most esteemed, and are sometimes valuedat a hundred dollars a-piece (twenty guineas). TheChilian spurs cut as well as thrust, and greatlyshorten the cruel exhibition. Some of the gover-nors are said to have imposed a tax on these esta-blishments for their own private advantage, butwithout the authority of

the laws. Of the country round Conception I have little tosay, except that it has undergone a great change'since the days of its prosperity. In the parallel of37° on the western side of a great continent, a luxu-riant soil may be expected to produce an abundantvegetation. This district has, in consequence, beenfamous for its grain, vines, fruits, esculent roots, &c,and for its pasture lands, on which formerly werereared immense herds of 'cattle, and horses of thefinest breed. But the effects of the disturbed stateof the country are as manifest here as in the differ-ent parts of the city. At present, as much arableland as is absolutely necessary for the support of theinhabitants is cleared, and no more ; and even itsproduce is but scantily enjoyed by the lower classeson the coast, who are obliged to subsist almost en-tirely upon shell-fish. The soil, if attended to, willgive an

abundant return : wheat, barley, Indian corn,beans, pease, potatoes, and arrow-root; grapes, ap-ples, pears, currants, strawberries, and olives, are thecommon produce of the country. From the lattera fine oil is extracted ; but the fruit is too rank to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                29 be eaten at table, except by the natives. The arrow-root is of a good quality, and very cheap. In theravines and moist places, the panque (gunnera scabra)grows luxuriantly and strong: it is a very usefulroot, and serves for several purposes ; a pleasant andcooling drink is extracted from it, which is deemedbeneficial in feverish complaints ; its root furnishesa liquid serviceable in tanning, and superior to anyof the barks of South America; when made into tarts,it is scarcely inferior to the rhubarb, for which it issometimes mistaken ; and it is eaten in strips afterdinner, with cheese and wine, &c. Several

Europeanshrubs and herbaceous plants grow here, but moreluxuriantly than in our own country ; among thesewere hemlock, flax, chickweed, pimpernel, water-cresses, and a species of elder. The wines which were formerly so much esteemed,and carried along the coast to the northward, are nowgreatly deteriorated, and in the sea-port much adul-terated. There is a great variety of them, and ingeneral they are very intoxicating. The only palat-able kind I tasted was made from the vines on theestate of General Friere, and for which I was in-debted to the liberality of the governor, as there wasnone to be purchased. This wine, though agreeableto the English palate, is not in such estimation withthe Chilians as one that has a strong empyreumaticflavour. It acquires this in the process of heating,or rather of boiling, the fruit, which is done with aview to extract a larger

proportion of the juice thancould be obtained by the ordinary means, and toproduce a mellowness which age only could other-wise give. Cici and mattee are still in use, thoughless so than formerly ; and indeed it appeared to me



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 30                               VOYAGE TO THE that the Chilians were fast getting rid of all theirold customs, of which the drinking of mattee is one. After passing a very pleasant time in the societyof the Intendente, we took our leave, and returnedto the port. Our occupations there were dividedbetween astronomical observations, making a surveyof the bays of Conception and St. Vincent, andequipping the ship for sea. I had some hesitation in procuring coal for oursea stock of fuel; not that the article was becomescarce, but on account of the enormous price to whichthe owner thought proper on this occasion to raiseit. Captain Hall states, that when he was at

thisplace, the Penco coal, which was the best, was soldfor twelve shillings a ton, all expenses included ; butthe same quantity was now valued at nine dollars,besides the labour of digging and carrying. Thisarose from a report that some mines which had beenrecently discovered were about to be worked, whichwould occasion a great and permanent demand forthe material. The coal is of a very inferior quality,and fit only for the forge. Hitherto, however, ex-periment has been made only upon that which isnear the surface: when the mines are worked, ifthey ever be, a better quality, in all probability, willbe obtained. Talcahuana and Penco are, I believe,the only places where coal has yet been discoverednear Conception. Were this article of a good qua-lity and reasonable, there would be a great demandfor it at Valparaiso, and among the several squadronsupon the station;

and it would probably be wellworth the experiment of the owner to search a littledeeper in the earth, and ascertain the nature of thelower strata. These veins occur in red sandstone



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                31 formation, and do not appear at the surface to be chap.very extensive, or to promise any very large supply w-,^»>of fuel. This observation applies only to that part ?%?*of the coast which lies in the vicinity of Conceptionand the port, a large proportion of which is composedof diluvial depositions. We are informed by a visiter to this country,that limestone is found at Conception, and is usedby the inhabitants for whitewashing their houses ;but this is evidently a mistake, as the natives col-lect shells, and calcine them for that purpose ; be-sides, in no part of the bay or vicinity of Concep-tion could we

perceive limestone, or even hear of itsexistence. A gentleman pointed out a place to thenorthward of Tome Bay, where, he said, it occurred;but, on examination, only clay-slate, chert, and green-stone were found. As the geology of Conception will appear in an-other place, I shall merely observe here, that in thesecondary sand-stone a variety of petrifactions occur,of wood, shells, and bones, formed by an infiltrationof siliceous and calcareous matter. The little islandof Quinquina presents alternate horizontal strata ofpebbles, sand-stone, and petrified substances, princi-pally of wood, and vertebral and other bones of thewhale. On the opposite shore a fossil nautilus wasfound, which measured three feet in diameter. Uponthe beach, in several parts of the bay, there are ridgesof magnetic iron-sand which the waves have thrownup: they are seen adhering together,

apparently bymutual attraction. The abundance of shell-fish in Conception enticesa great many birds within the bay. The shore isoccasionally thronged with them and the shags



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 32                                VOYAGE TO THE sometimes fly in an unbroken line of two miles andmore in length. The quebranta huessos, the black-backed gull, a species of tern, and two or threespecies of pelican, one of which pursues its food in avery entertaining manner. It first soars to a greatheight, and then suddenly darts into the sea, splash-ing the water in all directions : in a few seconds, itemerges and resumes its lofty flight until againattracted by its prey, when it plunges into the seaas before; and thus the flock, for these birds aregregarious, ranges over the whole bay, performingall its motions in concert and with a surprising ra-pidity. The penguin

is also here, and a very largespecies of duck, the female of which has a callosityon the shoulder of each wing, and is very excellenteating ; a species of colymbus with lobed toes ; cur-lews, sea-pies, horned plovers, a beautiful species ofchaverey, with iridescent plumage; the oyster-eater,or razor-bill, and sanderlings ; turkey buzzards, thecondor, several species of hawks, owls, black-birds,and wood-pigeons, the latter'of which are very largeand good to eat; a very beautiful species of duck,frequenting the marshes and lakes between Talca-huana and Conception; partridges, a species of wood-pecker, a dark-brown fringilla, with a beautiful scar-let breast, a species of loxia, turdus, hirundo, ampe-lis, not remarkable for their plumage, and numerousflocks of green parrots, which the Chilian Spaniard,who eats almost every kind of bird, has no objectionto place upon his table.

The domesticated fowlsare the same here as in Europe. The reptiles arefew, and not venomous : small lizards are extremelycommon on the rocks, and among the trees. Thereare one or two species of snakes ; a large one resem-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINO'S STRAIT.                33 bling the common English adder is frequent, and asmall green snake was caught by one of the officers. The fish are not very numerous, only coming intothe bay with a particular wind. The number ofwhales which guard the entrance, and the shoals ofseals, grampuses, and porpoises, which crowd thebay, must destroy a great many. Shell-fish are anexception to this scarcity, and being very large,form no small portion of the food of those inhabi-tants who live on the borders of the bay. Besidesthe choros, a large muscle, and locas (concho lepus),mentioned by Ulloa, there are several other smallspecies

which are more esteemed than the largechoros, a number of razor, and some venus-shells.Large sea-eggs are highly prized, and, like theothers, eaten raw. The smaller shell-fish are, varioussorts of limpets, turbos, neritas, murex, and someothers : there are also a great many crabs. In the survey of the Bay of Conception a shoalwas discovered by Lieutenant Belcher on the Pencoside, which is probably that upon which a vesselstruck some time previous, but which the boats ofthe squadron could not afterwards find. It wasnecessary to make some alteration in the position ofthe Belen bank, from the manner in which it is laiddown in the Spanish charts, and the shoal said tooccur off the sandy point of Quiriquina does not infact exist. The western entrance was thoroughlyexamined, and found to be quite safe, though verynarrow, and should only be used in all cases

ofdifficulty in weathering Paxaros Nifios, with a north-erly wind. The bay of St. Vincent does not appearto me to afford security to any vessel of more thana hundred tons with a strong westerly wind ; and I VOL. I.                                  t>



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 34                                VOYAGE TO THE would advise no large ship to put in there undersuch circumstances, if she could possibly avoid it.Further information on the subject will be foundamong the Nautical Remarks. Conception, as a place of refreshment, in every-way answered our expectations : fresh beef, poultry,good water, vegetables, and wood are to be had :they happened to be dear at the time of our visit,but no doubt, if the country remains tranquil, theywill be both cheap and more abundant. On the 20th our operations were completed ; buta strong northerly wind prevented our putting tosea, and we anchored under the little island of Qui-nquina.

This is a very secure stopping place, and,in the winter season, a better anchorage to refit aship at, than that off Talcahuana. It is small, anda ship must lie very close to the shore. After twodays of contrary wind, we put to sea on the 24th,and three days afterwards anchored at Valparaiso,in the hope of receiving some supplies which wecould not procure at Conception; but being disap-pointed in their arrival, on the 29th we weighed,and took our final leave of the coast.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 35 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT. CHAPTER II. Leave the Coast of Chili—Visit Sala-y-Gomez—Easter Island—Hostile Reception there—Description of the Inhabitants, Island,&c.—Enter the dangerous Archipelago—Davis' Island—Eliza-beth or Henderson's Island, its singular Formation—See Pit-cairn Island. On leaving Valparaiso, my intention was, if pos-sible, to pass within sight of Juan Fernandez, inorder to determine its position ; but finding the windwould not allow us to approach sufficiently neareven to see it, we kept away for the island of Sala-y-Gomez, and with the view of making this part ofthe voyage useful, the ship's course was

directedbetween the tracks of Vancouver and Malespina onthe south side, and many other navigators on thenorth, who, engaged in pursuits similar to our own,had run down the parallels of 27° and 28° S. insearch of the land discovered by Davis. These pa-rallels, during the summer months, are subject tolight and variable airs; and we, in consequence*made very slow progress, particularly as we ap-proached the meridian of the island, where it be-came necessary to adopt the precaution of lying-toevery night, that the object of our search might notbe passed unobserved. I) 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 36 VOYAGE TO THE When the nights were clear, we continued ourobservations on the comet. On the 30th the comahad increased to the enormous length of 24°; thenucleus was larger and more brilliant than before;and the ray, before mentioned as forming part ofthe coma, was more distinct, and apparently at agreater angle with it than when first seen. The day after we quitted the coast of Chili, allthe birds left us ; even the pintados, which had beenour constant attendants for upwards of 5000 miles,deserted us on this occasion. We afterwards sawvery little on the wing, I believe nothing, except awandering albatross, until we approached the islandof Sala-

y-Gomez. In the Pacific, in particular, the navigator shouldnot be inattentive to the presence or absence ofbirds, as they will generally be found in the vicinityof islands, and especially of such as are uninhabitedand of coral formation. On the 14th, several tropicbirds, boatswains, and gannets, flew round the ship,and were hailed as an omen which did not deceiveus, for at daylight, on the following morning, theisland of Sala-y-Gomez was seen from the mast-head, bearing N. N.W., fifteen miles distant. We shortly closed with this isolated spot, andfound its extent much less than has been stated.It is, indeed, scarcely more than a heap of ruggedstones, which the elements appear to have throwntogether, and in a gale of wind would not be distin-guished amidst the spray. The rocks, except suchparts as have been selected for roosting places bythe sea-gulls, are of a dark-brown

colour. Upon asmall flat spot there was a moss-like vegetation,and near it a few logs of wood, or planks, which the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                37 imagination might convert into the remains of somemiserable vessel whose timbers had there found aresting-place. Though several vessels have beenmissing in these seas, we have no intelligence of anyhaving been wrecked here. Sala-y-Gomez, when hediscovered the island, imagined he found the frameof a vessel upon it, and in all probability the woodwhich we saw was the same; but whether it was soor not, our curiosity and desire to land were fullyawakened, though we were disappointed by the highbreakers which rolled over every part of the shore. We remained some time under the lee of theisland,

narrowly scrutinizing it with our telescopes,but without adding to our information. Duringthis time the ship was surrounded by sharks andbonitos, but none were taken, nor were our fisher-men more fortunate at the bottom. The featherytribe,* disturbed from their roost, came fearlesslyaround us; we shot several, and in the stomach of apelican a volcanic pebble was found, which some ofus conjectured to have been gathered upon the island,and thence inferred its particular formation. Sala-y-Gomez, when first seen, has the appearanceof three rocks: its direction is N.W. and S. E.; andit is something less than half a mile in length, and afifth of a mile in width. Some sunken rocks lie offthe N. E. and S. E. points: in other directions theisland may be approached within a quarter of amile. N. 50° W. § mile there are soundings; in46 fathoms sand and coral; and N. 33° W. 1| mile>140

fathoms gray sand. A reference to the geogra-phical table will show the position of the island, and * Phaeton ethereus, Pelicanus leucocephalus, sterna stolida, anda small dove-coloured tern.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 .'58 VOYAGE TO THE I shall here only remark, that Captain Kotzebue'slatitude is nine miles in error, which perhaps maybe a typographical mistake. From hence we bore away to the westward, withthe intention of passing near the situation of anisland named Washington and Coffin, reported tohave been discovered by an American ship. Atsunset we were within four leagues of the spot,with a perfectly clear sky and horizon, but couldsee nothing of it; nor had we any indication ofland in the immediate vicinity, but rather the con-trary, as the birds which had followed us from Sala-y-Gomez had quitted the ship some time before. Asthe night was fine, and the

moon gave sufficientlight to discover in time any danger that might liein the route of the ship, the course was continuedtoward Easter Island, and daylight appeared with-out any thing being seen. Had such an island beenin existence, and answered the description of thatupon which Davis was so near losing his vessel,geographers would not have'been long in reconcil-ing their opinions on the subject of his discovery;as, in all probability, they would have waived theirobjection to its distance from Copiapo, in considera-tion of its identity. The subject of this supposed discovery has beenoften discussed; and where the data are so unsatis-factory as to allow one party to choose the Islandsof Felix and Ambrose for the land in question, andthe other, Easter Island, two places nearly 1600miles apart, they are not likely to be speedily recon-ciled, unless two islands exactly answering

the de-scription given by Davis, and situated in the properlatitude, shall be found. Such persons as are curi-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.                39 ously disposed on this subject will find it ably treat-ed by the late Captain Burney, R. N., in his accountof the Buccaneers. Without entering into a question which presentsso many difficulties, I shall merely observe, that,considering the rapid current that exists in the vi-cinity of the Galapagos, and extends, though withdiminished force, throughout the trade wind, theerror in Davis's reckoning is not more than mighthave happened to any dull sailing vessel circum-stanced as his was. To substantiate this, I shalladvert to four instances out of many others whichmight be named. In a short run from Juan Fer-nandez

to Easter Island, Behrens, who was withEoggewein, was drifted 318 geographical miles tothe westward of his supposed situation. The Blos-som, in passing over the same ground, in the shortspace of eighteen days experienced a set of 270miles ; and on her passage from Acapulco to Valpa-raiso of 401 miles : and again M. La Perouse, on hisarrival at the Sandwich Islands from Conception,touching at Easter Island on his way, found a simi-lar error of 300 miles in the course of that passage.It is fair to presume that the passage of Davis fromthe Galapagos to Easter Island was longer than thatof either of the abovementioned vessels ; and con-sequently it is but reasonable to allow him a greatererror, particularly as the first part of his route wasthrough a much stronger current. But taking theerror in the Blossom's reckoning as a fair amount,and applying it to the distance given

by Wafer,there will remain only 204 miles unaccounted forbetween it and the real position of Easter Island,which from the foregoing considerations, added to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 40 VOYAGE TO THE the manner in which reckonings were formerly kept,does not appear to me to exceed the limit that mightreasonably be ascribed to those causes. M. La Perouse was of opinion that the islands ofFelix and Ambrose were those under discussion,and in order to reconcile their distance from Co-piapo with that given by Wafer, he has imputed tohim the mistake of a figure in his text, withoutconsidering that it would have been next to impos-sible for Davis to have pursued a direct course fromthe Galapagos to those islands, (especially at the sea-son in which his voyage was made), but on the con-trary that he would be compelled to make a

circuitwhich would have brought him much nearer toEaster Island ; and that Davis acquainted Dampierwith the situation of his discovery, which agreedwith that contained in Wafer's account. The alte-ration in a figure, it must be admitted, is rather ar-bitrary, as it has nothing to support it but the cir-cumstance of the number of islands being the same.A mistake certainly might 'have occurred, but inthe admission of it either party may claim it as anadvantage by interpreting the presumed error in away which would support their own opinions. At four o'clock in the afternoon of the 16thof November, Easter Island was seen from themast head, bearing N. 78° W. (Mag.) fourteen orsixteen leagues, and we were consequently verynearly in the situation of the long looked for, small,sandy island, which, had it existed within reason-able limits of its supposed place, could not haveescaped

our observation. Nothing of it howeverwas seen, nor had we any indication of the vicinityof such a spot as we proceeded, though we must



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND FEERING'S STRAIT.                41 have actually passed over the place assigned to it.Easter Island had at first the appearance of beingdivided into two, rather flat at the top, with round-ed capes; the north-eastern of which is distinguish-ed by two hillocks. To avoid over-running the dis-tance, the ship was hove to at night, and at day-light on the following morning we bore up for thenorthern shore of the island. I preferred that side,as it had been but partially examined by CaptainCook, and not at all by M. La Perouse. As we approached, we observed numerous smallcraters rising above the low land, and near the N.E.extremity, one of

considerable extent, with a deepchasm in its eastern side. None of these were inaction, nor indeed did they appear to have been so fora very long time, as, with the exception of the oneabove-mentioned, they were covered with verdure.The N. E. promontory, already noticed as having twosmall hillocks upon it, was composed of horizontalstrata, apparently of volcanic origin ; and near it,some patches of earth, sloping down to the cliff,were supposed to consist of red scoriae. The hills,and exposed parts of the earth, were overgrownwith a short burnt-up grass, which gave the surfacea monotonous and arid aspect; but the valleys werewell cultivated, and showed that the island requiredonly a due proportion of moisture and labour toproduce a luxuriant vegetation. Passing along the northern shore, we saw severalof those extensive habitations which M. La Perousehas described,

situated in a valley surrounded bygroves of banana trees and other patches of cultiva-tion. The larger huts were placed near the wood,and the smaller ones close together outside them.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 4,2 VOYAGE TO THE chap. Nearer the sea-shore, which here forms a bay, was a TT ^-vw morai, surmounted by four images standing upon aiasS l°ng l°vv platform, precisely answering the descrip-tion and representation of one given by Perouse;and also an immense enclosure of stones, and severallarge piles, which, as well as the images, were cappedwith something white, a circumstance noticed bothby Captain Cook and M. Perouse. The greatest attention appeared to be paid to thecultivation of the soil. Such places as were notimmediately exposed to the scorching rays of thesun were laid out in oblong strips, taking the direc-tion of the ravines; and

furrows were ploughed atright angles to them, for the purpose of interceptingthe streams of water in their descent. Near themiddle of the small bay just mentioned, there wasan extinguished crater, the side of which, frontingthe sea, had fallen in. The natives, availing them-selves of this natural reservoir for moisture, in whichother parts of the island are so deficient, had culti-vated the soil in its centre/ and reared a grove ofbanana-trees, which, as we passed, had a very pleas-ing effect. The natives lighted fires, and followedthe ship along the coast, their numbers increasing atevery step. Some had a white cloth thrown looselyover their shoulders, but by far the greater numberwere naked, with the exception of the maro. When the ship had arrived off the N.W. point ofthe island, she was hove to for the purpose of takingobservations; and a boat was lowered to examinethe bays, and

obtain soundings near the shore. Im-mediately she put off, the natives collected aboutthe place where they supposed she would land. Thesea broke heavily upon the rocks, and some of them



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 43 apprehending the boat would be damaged, wavedtheir cloaks to caution her against making the at-tempt to land: while others, eager to reach her,plunged into the sea, and so surrounded her that shewas obliged to put about to get rid of them. Theyall showed a friendly disposition, and we beganto hope that they had forgotten the unpardonableconduct of the American master, who carried seve-ral of the islanders away by force to colonize Masa-fuera. Immediately the noon observation was obtained,we ran along the western side of the island, towardsthe bay in which Cook and Perouse had both an-chored.

The natives, as before, followed along thecoast, and lighted fires in different directions, thelargest of which was opposite the landing-place.With a view to ascertain the feeling of the inhabit-ants, and, if possible, to establish an amicable inter-course with them, I desired Lieutenant Peard toproceed with two boats to the shore, and by presentsand kindness to endeavour to conciliate the peopleand to bring off what fruit and vegetables he could.Lieutenant Wainwright was directed to accompanyhim ; and though I did not apprehend any hostility,yet, as a precautionary measure, I armed the boats,and placed two marines in each. Their strengthwas further increased by several of the officers, andthe naturalist. Thus equipped, they rowed for thelanding-place in Cook's Bay, while the ship remainedat a short distance. The islanders were collected ingreat numbers, and were seen running

to and fro,exhibiting symptoms of expectation and delight.Some few, however, were observed throwing largestones at a mark behind a bank erected near the beach.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 14 VOYAGE TO THE As the boats approached, the anxiety of the na-tives was manifested by shouts, which overpoweredthe voices of the officers : and our boats, before theygained the beach, were surrounded by hundreds ofswimmers, clinging to the gunwale, the stern, andthe rudder, until they became unmanageable. Theyall appeared to be friendly disposed, and none cameempty-handed. Bananas, yams, potatoes, sugar-cane,nets, idols, &c. were offered for sale, and some wereeven thrown into the boat, leaving their visiters tomake what return they chose. Among the swim-mers there were a great many females, who wereequally or more anxious to get into

the boats thanthe men, and made use of every persuasion to inducethe crew to admit them. But to have acceded totheir entreaties would have encumbered the party,and subjected them to depredations. As it was, theboats were so weighed down by persons clinging tothem, that for personal safety the crew were com-pelled to have recourse to sticks to keep them off, atwhich none of the natives took offence, but regainedtheir position the instant the attention of the personsin the boat was called to some other object. Justwithin the gunwale there were many small thingswhich were highly prized by the swimmers; andthe boats being brought low in the water by thecrowd hanging to them, many of these articles werestolen, notwithstanding the most vigilant attentionon the part of the crew, who had no means of reco-vering them, the marauders darting into the water,and diving the moment

they committed a theft.The women were no less active in these piracies thanthe men; for if they were not the actual plun-derers, they procured the opportunity for others,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                45 by engrossing the attention of the seamen by theircaresses and ludicrous gestures. In proceeding to the landing-place, the boats hadto pass a small isolated rock which rose several feetabove the water. As many females as could possiblyfind room crowded upon this eminence, pressingtogether so closely, that the rock appeared to be amass of living beings. Of these Nereids three orfour would shoot off at a time into the water, andswim with the expertness of fish to the boats to trytheir influence on their visiters. One of them, avery young girl, and less accustomed to the waterthan her companions, was taken upon

the shouldersof an elderly man, conjectured to be her father, andwas, by him, recommended to the attention of oneof the officers, who, in compassion, allowed her aseat in his boat. She was young, and exceedinglypretty ; her features were small and well made, hereyes dark, and her hair black, long, and flowing;her colour, deep brunette. She was tattooed inarches upon the forehead, and, like the greater partof her countrywomen, from the waist downward tothe knee in narrow compact blue lines, which at ashort distance had the appearance of breeches. Heronly covering was a small triangular maro, made ofgrass and rushes ; but this diminutive screen notagreeing with her ideas of propriety in the novelsituation in which she found herself, she remediedthe defect by unceremoniously appropriating to thatuse a part of one of the officers' apparel, and thencommenced a song not

altogether inharmonious.Far from being jealous of her situation, she aided allher countrywomen who aspired to the same seat ofhonour with herself, by dragging them out of the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 46 VOYAGE TO THE water by the hair of the head ; but unkind as itmight appear to interfere to prevent this, it wasnecessary to do so, or the boats would have beenfilled and unmanageable. As our party passed, the assemblage of femaleson the rock commenced a song, similar to thatchaunted by the lady in the boat; and accompaniedit by extending their arms over their heads, beatingtheir breasts, and performing a variety of gestures,which showed that our visit was acceptable, at leastto that part of the community. When the boatswere within a wading distance of the shore, theywere closely encompassed by the natives ; eachbringing something in his

hand, however small, andalmost every one importuning for an equivalent inreturn. All those in the water were naked, andonly here and there, on the shore, a thin cloak ofthe native cloth was to be seen. Some had theirfaces painted black, some red; others black andwhite, or red and white, in the ludicrous mannerpractised by our clowns ; and two demon-like mon-sters were painted entirely black. It is not easy toimagine the picture that was presented by this mot-ley crowd, unrestrained by any authority or consi-deration for their visiters, all hallooing to the extentof their lungs, and pressing upon the boats with allsorts of grimaces and gestures. It was found impossible to land where it was atfirst intended : the boats, therefore, rowed a little tothe northward, followed by the multitude, and thereeffected a disembarkation, aided by some of thenatives, who helped the party over the

rocks withone hand, while they picked their pockets with theother. It was no easy matter to penetrate the dense



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT.                47 multitude, and much less practicable to pursue athief through the labyrinth of figures that throngedaround. The articles stolen were consequently asirretrievably lost here, as they were before in thehands of the divers. It is extremely difficult, onsuch occasions, to decide which is the best line ofconduct to adopt: whether to follow Captain Cook'srigid maxim of never permitting a theft when clearlyascertained to go unpunished ; or to act as Perousedid with the inhabitants of Easter Island, and sufferevery thing to be stolen without resistance or re-monstrance. Perhaps the happy medium of shuttingthe eyes to

those it is not necessary to observe, andpunishing severely such as it is imperative to notice,will prove the wisest policy. Among the foremost of the crowd were two men,crowned with pelican's feathers, who, if they werenot chiefs, assumed an authority as such, and withthe two demons above mentioned attempted to clearthe way by striking at the feet of the mob ; careful,however, so to direct their blows, that they shouldnot take effect. Without their assistance, it wouldhave been almost impossible to land: the mob caredvery little for threats: a musket presented at themhad no effect beyond the moment it was levelled,and was less efficacious than some water thrownupon the bystanders by those persons who wishedto forward the views of our party. The gentleman who disembarked first, and fromthat circumstance probably was considered a personof distinction, was escorted

to the top of the bankand seated upon a large block of lava, which was theprescribed limit to the party's advance. An endea-vour was then made to form a ring about him ; but



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 +s VOYAGE TO THE it was very difficult, on account of the Islanderscrowding to the place all in expectation of receivingsomething. The applicants were impatient, noisy,and urgent: they presented their bags, which theyhad carefully emptied for the purpose, and signifiedtheir desire that they should be filled : they practisedevery artifice, and stole what they could in the mostcareless and open manner: some went even farther,and accompanied their demands by threats. Aboutthis time one of the natives, probably a chief, with acloak and head-dress of feathers, was observed fromthe ship hastening from the huts to the landing-place, attended by several

persons with short clubs.This hostile appearance, followed by the blowing ofthe conch-shell, a sound which Cook observes henever knew to portend good, kept our glasses for awhile riveted to the spot. To this chief it is sup-posed, for it was impossible to distinguish amongstthe crowd, Mr. Peard made a handsome present,with which he was very well pleased, and no ap-prehension of hostilities was entertained. It hap-pened, however, that the presents were expendedand this officer was returning to the boat for a freshsupply, when the natives, probably mistaking hisintentions, became exceedingly clamorous, and theconfusion was further increased by a marine endea-vouring to regain his cap, which had been snatchedfrom his head. The natives took advantage of theconfusion, and redoubled their endeavours to pilfer,which our party were at last obliged to repel bythreats,

and sometimes by force. At length theybecame so audacious that there was no longer anydoubt of their intentions, or that a system of openplunder had commenced ; which, with the appear-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 49 ance of clubs and sticks, and the departure of thewomen, induced Mr. Peard, very judiciously, toorder his party into the boats. This seemed to bethe signal for an assault: the chief who had receivedthe present threw a large stone, which struck Mr.Peard forcibly upon the back, and was immediatelyfollowed by a shower of missiles which darkened theair. The natives in the water and about the boatsinstantly withdrew to their comrades, who had runbehind a bank out of the reach of the muskets,which former experience alone could have taughtthem to fear, for none had yet been fired by us. The stones, each

of which weighed about a pound,fell incredibly thick, and with such precision thatseveral of the seamen were knocked down under thethwarts of the boat, and every person was more orless wounded, except the female to whom Lieute-nant Wainwright had given protection, who, as ifaware of the skilfulness of her countrymen, sat un-concerned upon the gunwale, until one of the officers,with more consideration for her safety than she her-self possessed, pushed her overboard, and she swamashore. A blank cartridge was at first fired over theheads of the crowd; but forbearance, which withsavages is generally mistaken for cowardice or in-ability, only augmented their fury. The showers ofstones were if possible increased, until the personalsafety of all rendered it necessary to resort to severemeasures. The chief, still urging the islanders on,very deservedly, and perhaps

fortunately, fell a vic-tim to the first shot that was fired in defence. Ter-rified by this example, the natives kept closer undertheir bulwark; and though they continued to throwstones, and occasioned considerable difficulty in ex- vol. i.                             E



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 50                             VOYAGE TO THE tricating the boats, their attacks were not so effectualas before, nor sufficient to prevent the embarkationof the crew, all of whom were got on board. Several dangerous contusions were received inthe affair, but fortunately no lives were lost onour part; and it was the opinion of the officer com-manding the party, that the treacherous chief wasthe only victim on that of the islanders, thoughsome of the officers thought they observed anotherman fall. Considering the manner in which theparty were surrounded, and the imminent risk towhich they were exposed, it is extraordinary that sofew of the natives suffered; and the

greatest creditis due to the officers and crews of both boats fortheir forbearance on the occasion. After this unfortunate and unexpected termina-tion to our interview, I determined upon quittingthe island, as nothing of importance was to be gain-ed by remaining, which could be put in competitionwith the probable loss of lives that might attend anattempt at reconciliation. 'The disappointment itoccasioned was great to us, who had promised our-selves much novelty and enjoyment; but the loss tothe public is trifling, as the island has been verywell described by Roggewein, Cook, Perouse, Kot-zebue, and others, and the people appeared, in allmaterial points, the same now as these authors havepainted them. With regard to supplies, nothingwas to be gained by staying; for after Cook had.traversed the island, he came to the conclusion thatfew places afford less convenience for

shipping." As every thing must be raised by dint of labour,it cannot be supposed the inhabitants plant muchmore than is sufficient for themselves; and as they



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                51 are few in number, they cannot have much to spareto supply the wants of strangers." The population of Easter Island has been variouslystated : Roggewein declares several thousands sur-rounded the boats: Cook reckoned it at six or sevenhundred; Mr. Forster, who was with him, at ninehundred ; M. la Perouse, at two thousand: my offi-cers estimated it at about fifteen hundred. If amean of these be taken, it will leave 1260, which is,perhaps, near the truth; for it may be presumed,that in an island of such limited extent, and whichdoes not increase its productions or personal comforts,and where sexual

intercourse is unrestrained, thepopulation will remain much the same. One of the authors of Roggewein's Voyage repre-sents the inhabitants of this island as giants, which,if his assertion be true, makes it evident that, likethe Patagonians, they have degenerated very rapid-ly. Cook remarks that he did not see a man thatwould measure 6 feet; and our estimate of the ave-rage height of the people was 5 feet 7^ inches. Theyare a handsome race, the women in particular. Thefine oval countenances and regular features of themen, the smooth, high-rounded foreheads, the ra-ther small and somewhat sunken dark eye, and theeven rows of ivory-white teeth, impressed us withthe similarity of their features to the heads broughtfrom New Zealand. The colour of their skin is lighterthan that of the Malays. The general contour of thebody is good: the limbs are not remarkable

formuscularity, but formed more for activity thanstrength. The hair is jet black, and worn mode-rately short. One man of about fifty years of age,the only exception that was noticed, had his hair e 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 52 VOYAGE TO THE over the forehead of a reddish-ash gray. The beardsof such as had any were black; but many had none,or only a few hairs on the chin. None of the menhad whiskers, which seemed to be rather a subjectof regret with them, and they appeared envious ofsuch of our party as had them, who were obliged tosubmit to the ordeal of having them stroked andtwisted about for the admiration and amusement oftheir new acquaintances. Both -sexes still retain thehideous practice of perforating the lobes of the ears,though the custom is not so general with the menas formerly. The aperture, when distended, whichis done by a leaf rolled up and forced through

it, isabout an inch and a quarter in diameter. Thelobe, deprived of its ear-ring, hangs dangling againstthe neck, and has a very disagreeable appearance,particularly when wet. It is sometimes so long asto be greatly in the way ; to obviate which, they passthe lobe over the upper part of the ear, or more rarely,fasten one lobe to the other, at the back of the head.The lips, when closed, form nearly a line, showingvery little of the fleshy part, and giving a characterof resolution to the countenance. The nose is aqui-line and well-proportioned; the eyes small and darkbrown or black ; the chin small and rather prominent;and the tongue disproportionably large, and, on itsupper surface, of a diseased white appearance. Tattooing or puncturing the skin is here practisedto a greater extent than formerly, especially by thefemales, who have stained their skin in imitation ofblue breeches; copied, no doubt,

from some of theirvisiters, who frequently tuck up their trowsers tothe knee in passing through the water. The decep-tion, which, at a short distance, completely deceives



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 ^W^'tfP ' *~ PACIFIC AND BEEIUNG'S STRAIT.                53 the eye, is produced by a succession of small blue Cf^Flines, beginning at the waist and extending down- v—~v-«ward to the knee. Besides this, some of them tattoo 1825'.their foreheads in arched lines, as well as the edges oftheir ears, and the fleshy part of their lips. Themales tattoo themselves in curved lines of a darkBerlin blue colour upon the upper part of the throat,beginning at the ear, and sloping round below theunder jaw. The face is sometimes nearly coveredwith lines similar to those on the throat, or with anuninterrupted colouring, excepting two broad stripeson each side, at right angles to each

other. Most oftheir lips were also stained. Others had differentparts of their bodies variously marked, but in thegreater number it was confined to a small space.All the lines were drawn with much taste, and car-ried in the direction of the muscle in a manner verysimilar to the New Zealanders. These people havehad so little communication with Europeans, or havebenefited so little by it, that we did not perceiveany European cloth among them; and the clothmulberry-tree, which grows upon their island, pro-duces so small a supply, that part of the inhabitantsnecessarily go naked: the larger portion howeverwear a maro, made either of fine Indian cloth of areddish colour, of a wild kind of parsley, or of a spe-cies of sea-weed. Their weapons are short clubs of a flattened ovalform, tapering toward the handle, and a little curved.The straw hats mentioned both by Cook and Perouseappeared to be

no longer used. One man only hadhis head covered; and that with a tattered felt hat,which he must have obtained from some formervisiters. A ramrod, which had probably been pro-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 54s                                VOYAGE TO THE cured in the same way, was also seen among them.We noticed three boats hauled up on the shore tothe northward of the landing-place, resembling thedrawing in Perouse's Voyage, but the natives didnot attempt to launch them. Roggewein and Perouse were of opinion thatthese people lived together in communities, a wholevillage inhabiting one extensive hut, and that pro-perty was in common. The former idea was pro-bably suggested by the very capacious dwellingswhich are scattered over the island; and the conjec-ture may be correct, though it is certain that thereare a far greater number of small huts, sufficient tocontain

one family only ; but with regard to the sup-position that property is common, it seems verydoubtful whether the land would be so carefullydivided by rows of stones if that were the case.Some circumstances which occurred at the landing-place, during our visit, certainly favoured the pre-sumption of its being so. One of the natives offeredan image for sale, and being disappointed in theprice he expected, refused to part with it; but a by-stander, less scrupulous, snatched it from him with-out ceremony, and parted with it for the originaloffer without a word of remonstrance from hiscountryman. Others again threw their propertyinto the boats, without demanding any immediatereturn; taking for granted, it may be presumed,that they would reap their reward when a distribu-tion of the property obtained should take place.But this state of society is so unnatural that, how-ever appearances may

sanction the belief, I am dis-posed to doubt it. One strong fact in support ofmy opinion was the unceremonious manner in which



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEER1NG S STRAIT.                55 the apparent proprietor of a piece of ground plantedwith potatoes drove away the mob, who, with verylittle consideration for the owner, were taking thecrop out of the earth to barter with our party. The Island, though situated nearer the Continentof America than any other of the Archipelago towhich it belongs, has been less frequently visited;and unfortunately for its inhabitants, some of thosevisits have rather tended to retard than to advanceits prosperity, or improve its moral condition; andthey afford a striking example of the necessity of anextensive intercourse with mankind, before a limitedcommunity can emerge from

barbarism to a state ofcivilization. One consolation for this privation istheir exemption from those complaints by whichsome of the ill-fated natives of these seas have sodreadfully suffered.             ,, The gigantic busts which excited the surprise ofthe first visiters to the island, have suffered so much,either from the effects of time, or maltreatment ofthe natives, that the existence of any of them at pre-sent is questionable. At first they were dispersedgenerally over the whole island: when Cook visitedit there were but two on the western side near thelanding-place: Kotzebue found only a square pedes-tal in the same place: and now a few heaps of rub-bish only, occupy a spot where it is doubtful whe-ther one of them was erected or not. When it isconsidered how great must have been the labourbestowed upon these images before they were hewnfrom the quarries with the rude stone implements

ofthe Indians, and before such huge masses of rockcould be transported to, and erected on, so manyparts of the island, it is nearly positive that they



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 5(>                                VOYAGE TO THE were actuated by religious motives in their construc-tion ; and yet, if it were so, why were these objectsof adoration suffered to go to decay by succeedinggenerations? Is it that the religious forms of theislanders have changed, or that the aborigines havedied off, and been succeeded by a new race ? — Pit-cairn Island affords a curious example of a race ofmen settling upon an island, erecting stone imagesupon its heights, and either becoming extinct orhaving abandoned it; and some circumstances con-nected with Easter Island occur, independent ofthat above alluded to, in favour of the presumptionthat the same thing

may also have taken place there.The most remarkable of these facts is, that the pre-sent generation are so nearly allied in language andcustoms to many islands in the South Sea, as toleave no doubt of their having migrated from someof them, — and yet in none of these places are thereimages of such extraordinary dimensions, or indeedin any way resembling them. The Easter Islandershave, besides, small wooden deities similar to thoseused by the inhabitants of the other islands justmentioned. That there had been recent migrations from some ofthe islands to the westward, about Roggewein's time,may be inferred from the natives having recognisedthe animals on board his ship, and from their havinghogs tattooed upon their arms and breasts; whereasthere was not a quadruped upon the island at thetime, nor has any one except the rat ever been seenthere. Another curious fact

connected with thisisland is, that when it was first discovered it abound-ed in woods and forests, and palm branches werepresented as emblems of peace ; but fifty years after-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                57 wards, when visited by Captain Cook, there were notraces of them left. The revolution that has takenplace in La Dominica, one of the Marquesa Islands,affords another instance of this kind: when firstvisited by Mendana, in 1595, it exhibited an en-chanting aspect: " vast plains displayed a smilingverdure, and divided hills, crowned with tuftedwoods," &c.: but in 1774 it was found by CaptainCook to have so completely altered its features, thatMarchand ascribes the change to one of those great" convulsions of nature, which totally disfigure everypart of the surface of the globe, over which itsravages extend." Easter

Island is studded with vol-canos, and an eruption may have driven the nativesinto the sea, or have so torn up the soil and vege-tation, that they could no longer subsist upon it. I cannot say a word on the success that has at-tended the humane efforts of the much-lamentedPerouse, who planted many useful fruit-trees andseeds upon the island; but there is every reason tobelieve they have perished, or shared the fate of thevines at Otaheite, as they brought us no fruits orroots beyond what he found there on his arrival.Perhaps a tuft of trees in a sheltered spot at the backof Cook's Bay, which had the appearance of orange-trees, are the offspring of his benevolent care andattention. Cook had no opportunity of benefitingthe islanders in this way ; but he planted in them awarm and friendly feeling towards strangers, andhis usual rectitude and generous treatment taughtthem a lesson of

which Perouse felt the good effects,and which possibly might have existed until now,but for the interference of a few unprincipled mas-ters of vessels, who have unfortunately found their



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 58                                VOYAGE TO THE way to the island; and I fear these communicationsare more frequent than is generally supposed. The island is 2000 miles from the coast of Chili,and 1500 from the nearest inhabited islands, PitcairnIsland excepted, which has been peopled by Euro-peans. A curious inquiry therefore suggests itself:in what manner has so small a place, and so distantlysituated from any other, received its population ?particularly as every thing favours the probabilityof its inhabitants having migrated from the west-ward, in opposition to the prevalent wind and cur-rent. Captain Cook obtained considerable know-ledge upon this subject at

Wateo; and I shall here-after be able to offer something in support of thetheory entertained by that celebrated navigator. Cook and Perouse differ in a very trifling degreefrom each other, and also from us in the geographi-cal position of Easter Island. The longitude byCook is 109° 46' 20" W., and deducting 18' 30", inconsequence of certain corrections made at FeteguIsland, leaves 109° 27' 50" W. That by Perouse, al-lowing the longitude of Conception to be 72° 56' 80"W., is 109" 32' 10" W.; and our own is 109° 24' 54"W. The island is of a triangular shape: its lengthis exactly nine miles from N. W. to S. E., nine andthree quarters from W. N. W. to E. S. E., andthirteen from N. E. to S. W. The highest part ofit is 1200 feet, and in clear weather it may be seenat sixteen or eighteen leagues distance. The geo-graphical description by M. Bernizet, who was en-gineer in the Astrolabe,

is exact: the views of theland are a little caricatured, but the angular mea-surements are perfectly correct. Further remarkson the coast and anchorage will be found in theNautical Memoir.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.                59 We quitted Easter Island with a fresh N. E.wind, and bore away for the next island placedupon the chart. On the 19th, during a calm, someexperiments were made on the temperature of thewater at different depths. As the line was haulingin, a large sword-fish bit at the tin case which con-tained our thermometer, but, fortunately, he failedin carrying it off. On the 27th, in lat. 25° 36 S.,long. 115° 06'W., many sea-birds were seen; butthere was no other indication of land. From thetime of our quitting Easter Island light and varia-ble winds greatly retarded the progress of the ship,until the 24th, in lat. 26° 20' S., and

long. 116° 30'W., when we got the regular trade-wind, andspeedily gained the parallel of Ducie's Island, whichit was my intention to pursue, that the island mightby no possibility be passed. In the forenoon of the28th we saw a great many gulls and tern; and athalf-past three in the afternoon the island was de-scried right a-head. We stood on until sunset, andshortened sail within three or four miles to wind-ward of it. Ducie's Island is of coral formation, of an ovalform, with a lagoon or lake, in the centre, which ispartly inclosed by trees, and partly by low coralflats scarcely above the water's edge. The heightof the soil upon the island is about twelve feet,above which the trees rise fourteen more, makingits greatest elevation about twenty-six feet from thelevel of the sea. The lagoon appears to be deep,and has an entrance into it for a boat, when the wa-ter is sufficiently smooth to

admit of passing overthe bar. It is situated at the south-east extremity,to the right of two eminences that have the appear-ance of sand-hills. The island lies in a north-east



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 60                                VOYAGE TO THE and south-west direction, — is one mile and threequarters long, and one mile wide. No living things,birds excepted, were seen upon the island; but itsenvirons appeared to abound in fish, and sharks werevery numerous. The water was so clear over thecoral, that the bottom was distinctly seen when nosoundings could be had with thirty fathoms of line;in twenty-four fathoms, the shape of the rocks atthe bottom was clearly distinguished. The coral-lines were of various colours,' principally white, sul-phur, and lilac, and formed into all manner ofshapes, giving a lively and variegated appearance tothe bottom ; but they

soon lost their colour afterbeing detached. By the soundings round this little island it ap-peared, for a certain distance, to take the shape of atruncated cone having its base downwards. Thenorth-eastern and south-western extremities are fur-nished with points which project under water withless inclination than the sides of the island, andbreak the sea before it can reach the barrier to thelittle lagoon formed within. It is singular thatthese buttresses are opposed to the only two quar-ters whence their structure has to apprehend danger;that on the north-east, from the constant action ofthe trade-wind, and that on the other extremity,from the long rolling swell from the south-west, soprevalent in these latitudes; and it is worthy of ob-servation, that this barrier, which has the most pow-erful enemy to oppose, is carried out much farther,and with less abruptness, than the other. The sand-

mounds raised upon the barrier are con-fined to the eastern and north-western sides of thelagoon, the south-western part being left low, and



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                61 broken by a channel of water. On the rocky sur-face of the causeway, between the lake and the sea,lies a stratum of dark rounded particles, probablycoral, and above it another, apparently composed ofdecayed vegetable substances. A variety of ever-green trees take root in this bank, and form a ca-nopy almost impenetrable to the sun's rays, and pre-sent to the eye a grove of the liveliest green. As soon as we had finished our observations onDucie's Island, and completed a plan of it, we madesail to the westward. The island soon neared thehorizon, and when seven miles distant ceased to bevisible from

the deck. For several days afterwardsthe winds were so light, that we made but slowprogress; and as we lay-to every night, in orderthat nothing might be passed in the dark, our dailyrun was trifling. On the 30th, we saw a great num-ber of white tern, which at sun-set directed theirflight to the N. W. At noon on the 2d of Decem-ber, flocks of gulls and tern indicated the vicinity ofland, which a few hours afterwards was seen fromthe mast-head at a considerable distance. At day-light on the 3rd, we closed with its south-westernend, and despatched two boats to make the circuitof the island, while the ship ranged its northernshore at a short distance, and waited for them off" asandy bay at its north-west extremity. We found that the island differed essentially fromall others in its vicinity, and belonged to a peculiarformation, very few instances of which are in exist-ence. Wateo and

Savage Islands, discovered byCaptain Cook, are of this number, and perhaps alsoMaiden Island, visited by Lord Byron in the Blonde.The island is five miles in length, and one in breadth,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 62 VOYAGE TO THE and has a flat surface nearly eighty feet above the sea.On all sides, except the north, it is bounded by per-pendicular cliffs about fifty feet high, composed en-tirely of dead coral, more or less porous, honeycomb-ed at the surface, and hardening into a compact cal-careous substance within, possessing the fracture ofsecondary limestone, and has a species of milleporeinterspersed through it. These cliffs are consider-ably undermined by the action of the waves, andsome of them appear on the eve of precipitatingtheir superincumbent weight into the sea; thosewhich are less injured in this way present no alter-nate ridges or indication of the

different levels whichthe sea might have occupied at different periods,but a smooth surface, as if the island, which there isevery probability has been raised by volcanic agency,had been forced up by one great subterraneous con-vulsion. The dead coral, of which the higher partof the island consists, is nearly circumscribed byledges of living coral, which project beyond eachother at different depths ; on the northern side ofthe island the first of these had an easy slope fromthe beach to a distance of about fifty yards, whenit terminated abruptly about three fathoms underwater. The next ledge had a greater descent, andextended to two hundred yards from the beach,with twenty-five fathoms water over it, and thereended as abruptly as the former, a short distancebeyond which no bottom could be gained with 200fathoms of line. Numerous echini live upon theseledges, and a variety

of richly coloured fish playover their surface, while some cray-fish inhabit thedeeper sinuosities. The sea rolls in successive break-ers over these ledges of coral, and renders landing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                63 upon them extremely difficult. It may, however,be effected by anchoring the boat, and veering herclose into the surf, and then, watching the opportu-nity, by jumping upon the ledge, and hastening tothe shore before the succeeding roller approaches.In doing this great caution must be observed, as thereef is full of holes and caverns, and the rugged wayis strewed with sea-eggs, which inflict very painfulwounds ; and if a person fall into one of these hol-lows, his life will be greatly endangered by thepoints of coral catching his clothes and detaininghim under water. The beach, which appears at adistance to be

composed of a beautiful white sand,is wholly made up of small broken portions of thedifferent species and varieties of coral, intermixedwith shells of testaceous and crustaceous animals. Insignificant as this island is in height, comparedwith others, it is extremely difficult to gain thesummit, in consequence of the thickly interlacingshrubs which grow upon it, and form so dense acovering, that it is impossible to see the cavities inthe rock beneath. They are at the same time toofragile to afford any support, and the traveller oftensinks into the cavity up to his shoulder before hisfeet reach the bottom. The soil is a black mould oflittle depth, wholly formed of decayed vegetablematter, through which points of coral every nowand then project. The largest tree upon the island is the pandanus,though there is another tree very common, nearlyof the same size, the wood of which has a great re-

semblance to common ash, and possesses the sameproperties. We remarked also a species of budleia,which was nearly as large and as common, bearing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 64 VOYAGE TO THE fruit. It affords but little wood, and has a reddishbark of considerable astringency : several species ofthis genus are to be met with among the SocietyIslands. There is likewise a long slender plant witha stem about an inch in diameter, bearing a beauti-ful pink flower, of the class and order hexandriamonogynia. We saw no esculent roots, and, withthe exception of the pandanus, no tree that borefruit fit to eat. This island, which on our charts bears the nameof Elizabeth, ought properly to be called Hender-son's Island, as it was first named by Captain Hen-derson of the Hercules of Calcutta. Both these ves-sels visited it, and each supposing it was a

new dis-covery, claimed the merit of it on her arrival thenext day at Pitcairn Island, these two places lyingclose together. But the Hercules preceded the for-mer several months. To neither of these vessels,however, is the discovery of the land in question tobe attributed, as it was first seen by the crew of theEssex, an American whaler, who accidentally fell inwith it after the loss of their vessel. Two of herseamen, preferring the chance of finding subsistenceon this desolate spot to risking their lives in an openboat across the wide expanse which lies between itand the coast of Chili, were, at their own desire, leftbehind. They were afterwards taken off by anEnglish whaler that heard of their disaster at Valpa-raiso from their surviving shipmates.* * The extraordinary fate of the Essex has been recorded in apamphlet published in New York by the mate of that vessel, butof the veracity of which

every person must consult his own judg-ment. As all my readers may not be in possession of it, I shallbriefly state that it describes the Essex to have been in the act of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                65 It appears from their narrative that the islandpossessed no spring ; and that the two men procureda supply of water at a small pool which receivedthe drainings from the upper part of the island, andwas just sufficient for their daily consumption. In the evening we bore away to the westward,and at one o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th ofDecember we saw Pitcairn Island bearing S.W. byW. i| W. at a considerable distance. catching whales, when one of these animals became enraged, andattacked the vessel by swimming against it with all its strength. Thesteersman, it is said, endeavoured to evade the shock by

managingthe helm, but in vain. The third blow stove in the bows of theship, and she went down in a very short time, even before someof the boats that were away had time to get on board. Suchof the crew as were in the ship contrived to save themselves inthe boats that were near, and were soon joined by their astonishedshipmates, who could not account for the sudden disappearanceof their vessel; but found themselves unprovided with everything necessary for a sea-voyage, and several thousand milesfrom any place whence they could hope for relief. The boats,after the catastrophe, determined to proceed to Chili, touchingat Ducie's Island in their way. They steered to the southward,and, after considerable sufferings, landed upon an island whichthey supposed to be that above mentioned, but which was, in fact,Elizabeth Island. Not being able to procure any water here,

theycontinued their voyage to the coast of Chili, where two boats out ofthe three arrived, but with only three or four persons in them. Thethird was never heard of; but it is not improbable that the wreck ofa boat and four skeletons which were seen on Ducie's Island by amerchant vessel were her remains and that of her crew. Hadthese unfortunate persons been aware of the situation of PitcairnIsland, which is only ninety miles from Elizabeth Island, and toleeward of it, all their lives might have been saved. VOI.. I.                                  F



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 66 VOYAGE TO THE CHAPTER III. Pitcairn Island—Adams and Natives come off to the Ship—Adams'Account of the mutiny of the Bounty—Lieutenant Bligh sentadrift in the Launch—Mutineers proceed to Tobouai—HostileReception there—Proceed to Otaheite—Return to Tobouai—Again quit it, and return to Otaheite—Christian determines toproceed to Pitcairn Island—Lands there—Fate of the Ship—Insurrection among the blacks—Murder of Christian and four ofthe Mutineers—Adams dangerously wounded—Fate of theremaining Number. The interest which was excited by the announce-ment of Pitcairn Island from the mast-head broughtevery person upon

deck, and produced a train ofreflections that momentarily increased our anxietyto communicate with its inhabitants ; to see andpartake of the pleasures of their little domestic cir-cle ; and to learn from them the particulars of everytransaction connected with the fate of the Bounty :but in consequence of the approach of night thisgratification was deferred until the next morning,when, as we were steering for the side of the islandon which Captain Carteret has marked soundings,in the hope of being able to anchor the ship, we hadthe pleasure to see a boat under sail hastening to-ward us. At first the complete equipment of thisboat raised a doubt as to its being the property of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINO'S STRAIT.                67 the islanders, for we expected to see only a well-provided canoe in their possession, and we thereforeconcluded that the boat must belong to some whale-ship on the opposite side ; but we were soon agree-ably undeceived by the singular appearance of hercrew, which consisted of old Adams and all theyoung men of the island. Before they ventured to take hold of the ship,they inquired if they might come on board, andupon permission being granted, they sprang up theside and shook every officer by the hand with un-disguised feelings of gratification. The activity of the young men outstripped thatof old Adams, who was

consequently almost the lastto greet us. He was in his sixty-fifth year, and wasunusually strong and active for his age, notwith-standing the inconvenience of considerable corpu-lency. He was dressed in a sailor's shirt and trousersand a low-crowned hat, which he instinctively heldin his hand until desired to put it on. He still re-tained his sailor's gait, doffing his hat and smoothingdown his bald forehead whenever he was addressedby the officers. It was the first time he had been on board a shipof war since the mutiny, and his mind naturallyreverted to scenes that could not fail to produce atemporary embarrassment, heightened, perhaps, bythe familiarity with which he found himself ad-dressed by persons of a class with those whom hehad been accustomed to obey. Apprehension for hissafety formed no part of his thoughts: he had receiv-ed too many demonstrations of the good feeling

thatexisted towards him, both on the part of the Britishgovernment and of individuals, to entertain any F 2
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 68                                 VOYAGE TO THE alarm on that head ; and as every person endea-voured to set his mind at rest, he very soon madehimself at home.* The young men, ten in number, were tall, robust,and healthy, with good-natured countenances, whichwould any where have procured them a friendlyreception ; and with a simplicity of manner and afear of doing wrong which at once prevented thepossibility of giving offence. Unacquainted withthe world, they asked a number of questions whichwould have applied better to' persons with whomthey had been intimate, and who had left them buta short time before, than to perfect strangers ; andinquired after ships

and people we had never heardof. Their dress, made up of the presents which hadbeen given them by the masters and seamen of mer-chant ships, was a perfect caricature. Some had onlong black coats without any other article of dressexcept trousers, some shirts without coats, and otherswaistcoats without either ; none had shoes or stock-ings, and only two possessed hats, neither of whichseemed likely to hang long together. They were as anxious to gratify their curiosityabout the decks, as we were to learn from them thestate of the colony, and the particulars of the fate ofthe mutineers who had settled upon the island,which had been variously related by occasional visit-ers ; and we Were more especially desirous of ob-taining Adams' own narrative; for it was peculiarlyinteresting to learn from one who had been impli-cated in the mutiny, the facts of that transaction, * Since the MS. of

this narrative was sent to press, intelligenceof Adams' death has been communicated to me by our Consul atthe Sandwich Islands.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                69 now that he considered himself exempt from the chap.penalties of his crime.                                                      wy-*-' I trust that, in renewing the discussion of this j^s'.affair, I shall not be considered as unnecessarily-wounding the feelings of the friends of any of theparties concerned ; but it is satisfactory to show, thatthose who suffered by the sentence of the court-mar-tial were convicted upon evidence which is now cor-roborated by the statement of an accomplice whohas no motive for concealing the truth. The fol-lowing account is compiled almost entirely fromAdams' narrative, signed with his own hand, ofwhich the

following is a fac-simile. gf/L* c^<^& But to render the narrative more complete, I haveadded such additional facts as were derived from theinhabitants, who are perfectly acquainted with everyincident connected with the transaction. In pre-senting it to the public, I vouch, only, for its beinga correct statement of the abovementioned autho-rities. His Majesty's ship Bounty was purchased intothe service, and placed under the command of Lieu-tenant Bligh in 1787. She left England in Decem-ber of that year, with orders to proceed to Otaheite,* * This word has since been spelled Tahiti, but as I have a vene-ration for the name as it is written in the celebrated Voyages ofCaptain Cook—a feeling in which I am sure I am not singular—Ishall adhere to his orthography.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 70 VOYAGE TO THE and transport the bread fruit of that country to theBritish settlements in the West Indies, and to bringalso some specimens of it to England. Her crewconsisted of forty-four persons, and a gardener. Shewas ordered to make the passage round Cape Horn,but after contending a long time with adverse gales,in extremely cold weather, she was obliged to bearaway for the Cape of Good Hope, where she under-went a refit, and arrived at her destination in Octo-ber, 1788. Six months were spent at Otaheite, col-lecting and stowing away the fruit, during whichtime the officers and seamen had free access to theshore, and made many friends, though

only one ofthe seamen formed any alliance there. In April, 1789, they took leave of their friends atOtaheite, and proceeded to Anamooka, where Lieu-tenant Bligh replenished his stock of water, and tookon board hogs, fruit, vegetables, &c, and put to seaagain on the 26th of the same month. Throughoutthe voyage, Mr. Bligh had repeated misunderstand-ings with his officers, and had on several occasionsgiven them and the ship's company just reasons forcomplaint. Still, whatever might have been thefeelings of the officers, Adams declares there was noreal discontent among the crew ; much less was thereany idea of offering violence to their commander.The officers, it must be admitted, had much morecause for dissatisfaction than the seamen, especiallythe master and Mr. Christian. The latter was a pro-tege of Lieutenant Bligh, and unfortunately wasunder some obligations to him of

a pecuniary nature,of which Bligh frequently reminded him when anydifference arose. Christian, excessively annoyed atthe share of blame which repeatedly fell to his lot,in common with the rest of the officers, could ill



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                71 endure the additional taunt of private obligations;and in a moment of excitation told his commanderthat sooner or later a day of reckoning would arrive. The day previous to the mutiny a serious quarreloccurred between Bligh and his officers, about somecocoa-nuts which were missed from his privatestock; and Christian again fell under his com-mander's displeasure. The same evening he was in-vited to supper in the cabin, but he had not so soonforgotten his injuries as to accept of this ill-timedcivility, and returned an excuse. Matters were in this state on the 28th of April,1789, when the Bounty, on her homeward

voyage,was passing to the southward of Tofoa, one of theFriendly Islands. It was one of those beautifulnights which characterize the tropical regions, whenthe mildness of the air and the stillness of naturedispose the mind to reflection. Christian, ponderingover his grievances, considered them so intolerable,that any thing appeared preferable to enduring them,and he determined, as he could not redress them,that he would at least escape from the possibility oftheir being increased. Absence from England, anda long residence at Otaheite, where new connexionswere formed, weakened the recollection of his nativecountry, and prepared his mind for the reception ofideas which the situation of the ship and the serenityof the moment particularly favoured. His plan,strange as it must appear for a young officer toadopt, who was fairly advanced in an honourableprofession, was to set himself

adrift upon a raft, andmake his way to the island then in sight. As quickin the execution as in the design, the raft was soonconstructed, various useful articles were got toge-ther, and he was on the point of launching it, when



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 72                                VOYAGE TO THE a young officer, who afterwards perished in the Pan-dora, to whom Christian communicated his inten-tion, recommended him, rather than risk his life onso hazardous an expedition, to endeavour to takepossession of the ship, which he thought would notbe very difficult, as many of the ship's companywere not well disposed towards the commander, andwould all be very glad to return to Otaheite, andreside among their friends in that island. Thisdaring proposition is even more extraordinary thanthe premeditated scheme of his companion, and, iftrue, certainly relieves Christian from part of theodium which has hitherto attached

to him as the soleinstigator of the mutiny.* It however accorded too well with the dispositionof Christian's mind, and, hazardous as it was, he de-termined to co-operate with his friend in effectingit, resolving, if he failed, to throw himself into thesea; and that there might be no chance of beingsaved, he tied a deep sea lead about his neck, andconcealed it within his clothes. Christian happened to have the morning watch,and as soon as he had relieved the officer of thedeck, he entered into conversation with Quintal, theonly one of the seamen who, Adams said, had form-ed any serious attachment at Otaheite; and afterexpatiating on the happy hours they had passedthere, disclosed his intentions. Quintal, after someconsideration, said he thought it a dangerous at-tempt, and declined taking a part. Vexed at a re- * This account, however, differs materially from a note in Mar-shall's Naval

Biography, Vol. ii. Part ii. p. 778: unfortunately thisvolume was nof published when the Blossom left England, or moresatisfactory evidence on this, and other points, might have beenobtained. However, this is the statement of Adams.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                73 pulse in a quarter where he was most sanguine ofsuccess, and particularly at having revealed senti-ments which if made known would bring him to anignominious death, Christian became desperate, ex-hibited the lead about his neck in testimony of hisown resolution, and taxed Quintal with cowardice,declaring it was fear alone that restrained him.Quintal denied this accusation; and in reply toChristian's further argument that success would re-store them all to the happy island, and the con-nexions they had left behind, the strongest persua-sion he could have used to a mind somewhat pre-pared to acquiesce, he

recommended that some oneelse should be tried—Isaac Martin for instance, whowas standing by. Martin, more ready than hisshipmate, emphatically declared, " He was for it;it was the very thing." Successful in one instance,Christian went to every man of his watch, many ofwhom he found disposed to join him, and beforedaylight the greater portion of the ship's companywere brought over. Adams was sleeping in his hammock, when Sum-ner, one of the seamen, came to him, and whisperedthat Christian was going to take the ship from hercommander, and set him and the master on shore.On hearing this, Adams went upon deck, and foundevery thing in great confusion ; but not then likingto take any part in the transaction, he returned tohis hammock, and remained there until he sawChristian at the arm-chest, distributing arms to allwho came for them ; and then seeing measures

hadproceeded so far, and apprehensive of being on theweaker side, he turned out again and went for acutlass. All those who proposed to assist Christian being



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 74                                VOYAGE TO THE armed, Adams, with others, were ordered to securethe officers, while Christian and the master-at-armsproceeded to the cabin to make a prisoner of Lieu-tenant Bligh. They seized him in his cot, boundhis hands behind him, and brought him upon deck.He remonstrated with them on their conduct, butreceived only abuse in return, and a blow from themaster-at-arms with the fiat side of a cutlass. Hewas placed near the binnacle, and detained there,with his arms pinioned, by Christian, who held himwith one hand, and a bayonet with the other. Assoon as the lieutenant was secured, the sentinelsthat had been placed over

the doors of the officers'cabins were taken off; the master then jumpedupon the forecastle, and endeavoured to form aparty to retake the ship; but he was quickly se-cured, and sent below in confinement. This conduct of the master, who was the onlyofficer that tried to bring the mutineers to a senseof their duty, was the more highly creditable tohim, as he had the greatest cause for discontent,Mr. Bligh having been more severe to him than toany of the other officers. About this time a dispute arose, whether the lieu-tenant and his party, whom the mutineers resolvedto set adrift, should have the launch or the cutter;and it being decided in favour of the launch, Chris-tian ordered her to be hoisted out. Martin, who, itmay be remembered, was the first convert to Chris-tian's plan, foreseeing that with the aid of so large aboat the party would find their way to England, andthat their

information would in all probability leadto the detection of the offenders, relinquished hisfirst intention, and exclaimed, " If you give him the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                75 launch, I will go with him; you may as well givehim the ship." He really appears to have been inearnest in making this declaration, as he was after-wards ordered to the gangway from his post of com-mand over the lieutenant, in consequence of havingfed him with a shaddock, and exchanged looks withhim indicative of his friendly intentions. It alsofell to the lot of Adams to guard the lieutenant,who observing him stationed by his side, exclaimed," And you, Smith,* are you against me ?" To whichAdams replied that he only acted as the others did—he must be like the rest. Lieutenant Bligh, whilethus secured,

reproached Christian with ingratitude,reminded him of his obligations to him, and beggedhe would recollect he had a wife and family. Towhich Christian replied, that he should have thoughtof that before. The launch was by this time hoisted out; and theofficers and seamen of Lieutenant Bligh's party hav-ing collected what was necessary for their voyage,fwere ordered into her. Among those who tooktheir seat in the boat was Martin, which being no-ticed by Quintal, he pointed a musket at him, anddeclared he would shoot him unless he instantly re-turned to the ship, which he did. The armourerand carpenter's mates were also forcibly detained, asthey might be required hereafter. Lieutenant Blighwas then conducted to the gangway, and ordered todescend into the boat, where his hands were un-bound, and he and his party were veered astern, * Adams went by the name of

Alexander Smith in the Bounty. t Consisting of a small cask of water, 150lbs. of bread, a smallquantity of rum and wine, a quadrant, compass, some lines, rope,canvas, twine, &c.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 76                             VOYAGE TO THE chap, and kept there while the ship stood towards the>-~v-w island. During this time Lieutenant Bligh re-jg^' quested some muskets, to protect his party againstthe natives; but they were refused, and four cut-lasses thrown to them instead. When they wereabout ten leagues from Tofoa, at Lieutenant Bligh'srequest, the launch was cast off, and immediately" Huzza for Otaheite!" echoed throughout theBounty. There now remained in the ship, Christian, whowas the mate, Heywood, Yoimg, and Stewart, mid-shipmen, the master-at-arms, and sixteen seamen,besides the three artificers, and the gardener; form-ing in all

twenty-five. In the launch were the lieutenant, master, sur-geon, a master's mate, two midshipmen, botanist,three warrant-officers, clerk, and eight seamen, mak-ing in all nineteen; and had not the three personsabove mentioned been forcibly detained, the captainwould have had exactly half the ship's company.It may perhaps appear strange to many, that withso large a party in his favour, Lieutenant Blighmade no attempt to retake the vessel; but the mu-tiny was so ably conducted that no opportunity wasafforded him of doing so; and the strength of thecrew was decidedly in favour of Christian. Lieu-tenant Bligh's adventures and sufferings, until hereached Timor, are well known to the public, andneed no repetition. The ship, having stood some time to the W. N.W., with a view to deceive the party in the launch,was afterwards put about, and her course directed asnear to

Otaheite as the wind would permit. In afew days they found some difficulty in reaching



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 77 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. that island, and bore away for Tobouai, a small island c^pabout 300 miles to the southward of it, where they '—r» Dec. agreed to establish themselves, provided the natives, 1825.who were numerous, were not hostile to their pur-pose. Of this they had very early intimation, anattack being made upon a boat which they sentto sound the harbour. She, however, effected herpurpose; and the next morning the Bounty waswarped inside the reef that formed the port, andstationed close to the beach. An attempt to landwas next made; but the natives disputed every footof ground with spears, clubs, and stones, until theywere

dispersed by a discharge of cannon and mus-ketry. On this they fled to the interior, and re-fused to hold any further intercourse with theirvisiters. The determined hostility of the natives put anend to the mutineers' design of settling among themat that time; and, after two days' fruitless attemptat reconciliation, they left the island and proceededto Otaheite. Tobouai was, however, a favouritespot with them, and they determined to make an-other effort to settle there, which they thoughtwould yet be feasible, provided the islanders couldbe made acquainted with their friendly intentions.The only way to do this was through interpreters,who might be procured at Otaheite; and in ordernot to be dependent upon the natives of Tobouai forwives, they determined to engage several Otaheitanwomen to accompany them. They reached Otaheitein eight days, and were received with the

greatestkindness by their former friends, who immediatelyinquired for the captain and his officers. Christianand his party having anticipated inquiries of this



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 7S VOYAGE TO THE nature, invented a story to account for their absence,and told them that Lieutenant Bligh having foundan island suitable for a settlement, had landed therewith some of his officers, and sent them in the shipto procure live stock and whatever else would beuseful to the colony, and to bring besides such of thenatives as were willing to accompany them.* Sa-tisfied with this plausible account, the chiefs sup-plied them with every thing they wanted, and evengave them a bull and cow which had been confidedto their care, the only ones, I believe, that were onthe island. They were equally fortunate in findingseveral persons, both male and

female, willing toaccompany them; and thus furnished, they againsailed for Tobouai, where, as they expected, theywere better received than before, in consequence ofbeing able to communicate with the natives throughtheir interpreters. Experience had taught them the necessity ofmaking self-defence their first consideration, and afort was consequently commenced, eighty yardssquare, surrounded by a wide ditch. It was nearlycompleted, when the natives, imagining they weregoing to destroy them, and that the ditch was in-tended for their place of interment, planned a generalattack when the party should proceed to work in themorning. It fortunately happened that one of the * In the Memoir of Captain Peter Heywood, in Marshall's NavalBiography, it is related that the mutineers availing themselves of afiction which had been created by Lieutenant Bligh respectingCaptain

Cook, stated that they had fallen in with him, and that hehad sent the ship back for all the live stock that could be spared,in order to form a settlement at a place called Wytootacke, whichBligh had discovered in his course to the Friendly Islands.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 79 natives who accompanied them from Otaheite over-heard this conspiracy, and instantly swam off to theship and apprised the crew of their danger. Instead,therefore, of proceeding to their work at the fort, asusual, the following morning, they made an attackupon the natives, killed and wounded several, andobliged the others to retire inland. Great dissatisfaction and difference of opinion nowarose among the crew : some were for abandoningthe fort and returning to Otaheite; while otherswere for proceeding to the Marquesas; but themajority were at that time for completing what theyhad begun, and

remaining at Tobouai. At lengththe continued state of suspense in which they werekept by the natives made them decide to return toOtaheite, though much against the inclination ofChristian, who in vain expostulated with them onthe folly of such a resolution, and the certain detec-tion that must ensue. The implements being embarked, they proceededtherefore a second time to Otaheite, and were againwell received by their friends, who replenished theirstock of provision. During the passage Christianformed his intention of proceeding in the ship tosome distant uninhabited island, for the purpose ofpermanently settling, as the most likely means ofescaping the punishment which he well knew awaitedhim in the event of being discovered. On commu-nicating this plan to his shipmates he found only afew inclined to assent to it; but no objections wereoffered by those who

dissented, to his taking theship; all they required was an equal distributionof such provisions and stores as might be useful.Young, Brown, Mills, Williams, Quintal, M'Coy,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 80                                VOYAGE TO THE Martin, Adams, and six natives (four of Otaheiteand two of Tobouai) determined to follow the fateof Christian. Remaining, therefore, only twenty-four hours at Otaheite, they took leave of their com-rades, and having invited on board several of thewomen with the feigned purpose of taking leave, thecables were cut and they were carried off to sea.* The mutineers now bade adieu to all the world,save the few individuals associated with them inexile. But where that exile should be passed, wasyet undecided: the Marquesas Islands were firstmentioned, but Christian, on reading Captain Car-teret's account of

Pitcairn Island, thought it betteradapted to the purpose, and accordingly shaped acourse thither. They reached it not many days af-terwards ; and Christian, with one of the seamen,landed in a little nook, which we afterwards foundvery convenient for disembarkation. They soon tra-versed the island sufficiently to be satisfied that itwas exactly suited to their wishes. It possessedwater, wood, a good soil, and some fruits. The an-chorage in the offing was very bad, and landing forboats extremely hazardous. The mountains were sodifficult of access, and the passes so narrow, thatthey might be maintained by a few persons againstan army; and there were several caves, to which, incase of necessity, they could retreat, and where, aslong as their provision lasted, they might bid defi-ance to their pursuers. With this intelligence theyreturned on board, and brought the ship

to an * The greater part of the mutineers who remained at Otaheitewere taken by his Majesty's ship Pandora, which was purppselysent out from England after Lieutenant Bligh's return.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                81 anchor in a small bay on the northern side of theisland, which I have in consequence named " BountyBay," where every thing that could be of utilitywas landed, and where it was agreed to destroy theship, either by running her on shore, or burning her.Christian, Adams, and the majority, were for theformer expedient; but while they went to the fore-part of the ship, to execute this business, MathewQuintal set fire to the carpenter's store-room. Thevessel burnt to the water's edge, and then driftedupon the rocks, where the remainder of the wreckwas burnt for fear of discovery. This occurred onthe

23d January, 1790. Upon their first landing they perceived, by theremains of several habitations, morais, and three orfour rudely sculptured images, which stood uponthe eminence overlooking the bay where the shipwas destroyed, that the island had been previouslyinhabited. Some apprehensions were, in conse-quence, entertained lest the natives should havesecreted themselves, and in some unguarded mo-ment make an attack upon them; but by degreesthese fears subsided, and their avocations proceededwithout interruption. A suitable spot of ground for a village was fixedupon, with the exception of which the island wasdivided into equal portions, but to the exclusion ofthe poor blacks, who being only friends of the sea-men, were not considered as entitled to the sameprivileges. Obliged to lend their assistance to theothers in order to procure a subsistence,

they thus,from being their friends, in the course of timebecame their slaves. No discontent, however, wasmanifested, and they willingly assisted in the culti- VOL. I.                                  G



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 82                                VOYAGE TO THE chap, vation of the soil. In clearing the space that was-»-vw allotted to the village, a row of trees was left he-ms', tween it and the sea, for the purpose of concealingthe houses from the observation of any vessels thatmight be passing, and nothing was allowed to beerected that might in any way attract attention.Until these houses were finished, the sails of theBounty were converted into tents, and when nolonger required for that purpose, became very ac-ceptable as clothing. Thus supplied with all thenecessaries of life, and some of its luxuries, they felttheir condition comfortable even beyond their

mostsanguine expectation, and every thing went onpeaceably and prosperously for about two years, atthe expiration of which Williams, who had the mis-fortune to lose his wife about a month after his ar-rival, by a fall from a precipice while collecting birds'eggs, became dissatisfied, and threatened to leavethe island in one of the boats of the Bounty, unlesshe had another wife; an unreasonable request, as itcould not be complied with, except at the expenseof the happiness of one of his companions: but Wil-liams, actuated by selfish considerations alone, per-sisted in his threat, and the Europeans not willingto part with him, on account of his usefulness as anarmourer, constrained one of the blacks to bestowhis wife upon the applicant. The blacks, outrageousat this second act of flagrant injustice, made com-mon cause with their companion, and matured

aplan of revenge upon their aggressors, which, had itsucceeded, would have proved fatal to all the Euro-peans. Fortunately, the secret was imparted to thewomen, who ingeniously communicated it to thewhite men in a song, of which the words were,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.                88 " Why does black man sharpen axe ? to kill whiteman." The instant Christian became aware of theplot, he seized his gun and went in search of theblacks, but with a view only of showing them thattheir scheme was discovered, and thus by timely in-terference endeavouring to prevent the execution ofit. He met one of them (Ohoo) at a little distancefrom the village, taxed him with the conspiracy,and, in order to intimidate him, discharged his gun,which he had humanely loaded with powder only.Ohoo, however, imagining otherwise, and that thebullet had missed its object, derided his unskilful-

ness, and fled into the woods, followed by his ac-complice Talaloo, who had been deprived of hiswife. The remaining blacks, finding their plot dis-covered, purchased pardon by promising to murdertheir accomplices, who had fled, which they after-wards performed by an act of the most odioustreachery. Ohoo was betrayed and murdered byhis own nephew; and Talaloo, after an ineffectualattempt made upon him by poison, fell by the handsof his friend and his wife, the very woman on whoseaccount all the disturbance began, and whose inju-ries Talaloo felt he was revenging in common withhis own. Tranquillity was by these means restored, andpreserved for about two years ; at the expiration ofwhich, dissatisfaction was again manifested by theblacks, in consequence of oppression and ill treat-ment, principally by Quintal and M'Coy. Meetingwith no

compassion or redress from their masters, asecond plan to destroy their oppressors was matured,and, unfortunately, too successfully executed. It was agreed that two of the blacks, Timoa and g 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 84 VOYAGE TO THE Nehow, should desert from their masters, providethemselves with arms, and hide in the woods, butmaintain a frequent communication with the othertwo, Tetaheite and Menalee; and that on a certainday they should attack and put to death all theEnglishmen, when at work in their plantations.Tetaheite, to strengthen the party of the blacks onthis day, borrowed a gun and ammunition of hismaster, under the pretence of shooting hogs, whichhad become wild and very numerous ; but instead ofusing it in this way, he joined his accomplices, andwith them fell upon Williams and shot him. Mar-tin, who was at no great distance, heard the

reportof the musket, and exclaimed, " Well done! weshall have a glorious feast to-day !" supposing thata hog had been shot. The party proceeded fromWilliams' toward Christian's plantation, where Me-nalee, the other black, was at work with Mills andM'Coy ; and, in order that the suspicions of thewhites might not be excited by the report they hadheard, requested Mills to allow him (Menalee) toassist them in bringing home the hog they pre-tended to have killed. Mills agreed ; and the four,being united, proceeded to Christian, who was work-ing at his yam-plot, and shot him. Thus fell aman, who, from being the reputed ringleader of themutiny, has obtained an unenviable celebrity, andwhose crime, if any thing can excuse mutiny, mayperhaps be considered as in some degree palliated, bythe tyranny which led to its commission. M'Coy,hearing his groans, observed to Mills, "there

wassurely some person dying;" but Mills replied, " Itis only Mainmast (Christian's wife) calling her chil-dren to dinner." The white men being yet too strong



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.                85 for the blacks to risk a conflict with them, it was ne-cessary to concert a plan, in order to separate Millsand M'Coy. Two of them accordingly secretedthemselves in M'Coy's house, and Tetaheite ran andtold him that the two blacks who had deserted werestealing things out of his house. M'Coy instantlyhastened to detect them, and on entering was firedat; but the ball passed him. M'Coy immediatelycommunicated the alarm to Mills, and advised himto seek shelter in the woods; but Mills, being quitesatisfied that one of the blacks whom he had madehis friend would not suffer him to be killed, deter-mined to

remain. M'Coy, less confident, ran insearch of Christian, but finding him dead, joinedQuintal (who was already apprised of the work ofdestruction, and had sent his wife to give the alarmto the others), and fled with him to the woods. Mills had scarcely been left alone, when the twoblacks fell upon him, and he became a victim to hismisplaced confidence in the fidelity of his friend.Martin and Brown were next separately murderedby Menalee and Tenina; Menalee effecting with amaul what the musket had left unfinished. Tenina,it is said, wished to save the life of Brown, and firedat him with powder only, desiring him, at the sametime, to fall as if killed; but, unfortunately risingtoo soon, the other black, Menalee, shot him. Adams was first apprised of his danger by Quin-tal's wife, who, in hurrying through his plantation,asked why he was working at such a time ? Notunderstanding the

question, but seeing her alarmed,he followed her, and was almost immediately metby the blacks, whose appearance exciting suspicion,he made his escape into the woods. After remain-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 86 VOYAGE TO THE ing there three or four hours, Adams, thinking allwas quiet, stole to his yam-plot for a supply of pro-visions ; his movements however did not escape thevigilance of the blacks, who attacked and shot himthrough the body, the ball entering at his rightshoulder, and passing out through his throat. Hefell upon his side, and was instantly assailed byone of them with the butt end of the gun ; but heparried the blows at the expense of a broken ringer.Tetaheite then placed his gun to his side, but itfortunately missed fire twice. Adams, recovering alittle from the shock of the wound, sprang on hislegs, and ran off with as much speed as he was

able,and fortunately outstripped his pursuers, who seeinghim likely to escape, offered him protection if hewould stop. Adams, much exhausted by his wound,readily accepted their terms, and was conducted toChristian's house, where he was kindly treated.Here this day of bloodshed ended, leaving only fourEnglishmen alive out of nine. It was a day ofemancipation to the blacks, who were now mastersof the island, and of humiliation and retribution tothe whites. Young, who was a great favourite with thewomen, and had, during this attack, been secretedby them, was now also taken to Christian's house.The other two, M'Coy and Quintal, who had alwaysbeen the great oppressors of the blacks, escaped tothe mountains, where they supported themselvesupon the produce of the ground about them. The party in the village lived in tolerable tran-quillity for about a week; at the

expiration ofwhich, the men of colour began to quarrel about theright of choosing the women whose husbands had



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.                87 been killed; which ended in Menalee's shootingTimoa as he sat by the side of Young's wife, ac-companying her song with his flute. Timoa notdying immediately, Menalee reloaded, and delibe-rately despatched him by a second discharge. Heafterwards attacked Tetaheite, who was condolingwith Young's wife for the loss of her favouriteblack, and would have murdered him also, but forthe interference of the women. Afraid to remainlonger in the village, he escaped to the mountainsand joined Quintal and M'Coy, who, though gladof his services, at first received him with suspicion.This great acquisition to their

force enabled them tobid defiance to the opposite party ; and to showtheir strength, and that they were provided withmuskets, they appeared on a ridge of mountains,within sight of the village, and fired a volley whichso alarmed the others that they sent Adams to say,if they would kill the black man, Menalee, andreturn to the village, they would all be friendsagain. The terms were so far complied with thatMenalee was shot; but, apprehensive of the since-rity of the remaining blacks, they refused to returnwhile they were alive. Adams says it was not long before the widows ofthe white men so deeply deplored their loss, thatthey determined to revenge their death, and con-certed a plan to murder the only two remainingmen of colour. Another account, communicated bythe islanders, is, that it was only part of a plotformed at the same time that Menalee was murdered,which could

not be put in execution before. How-ever this may be, it was equally fatal to the poorblacks. The arrangement was, that Susan should



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 88 VOYAGE TO THE cPjfp" murder one of them, Tetaheite, while he was sleep-wv-w ing by the side of his favourite; and that Youngml. should at the same instant, upon a signal beinggiven, shoot the other, Nehow. The unsuspectingTetaheite retired as usual, and fell by the blow ofan axe; the other was looking at Young loadinghis gun, which he supposed was for the purpose ofshooting hogs, and requested him to put in a goodcharge, when he received the deadly contents. In this manner the existence of the last of themen of colour terminated, wh#o, though treacherousand revengeful, had, it is feared, too much causefor complaint. The

accomplishment of this fatalscheme was immediately communicated to the twoabsentees, and their return solicited. But so manyinstances of treachery had occurred, that they wouldnot believe the report, though delivered by Adamshimself, until the hands and heads of the deceasedwere produced, which being done, they returned tothe village. This eventful day was the 3d Octo-ber, 1793. There were now left upon the island,Adams, Young, M'Coy, and Quintal, ten women,and some children. Two months after this period,Young commenced a manuscript journal, whichaffords a good insight into the state of the island,and the occupations of the settlers. From it welearn, that they lived peaceably together, buildingtheir houses, fencing in and cultivating their grounds,fishing, and catching birds, and constructing pits forthe purpose of entrapping hogs, which had becomevery

numerous and wild, as well as injurious to theyam-crops. The only discontent appears to havebeen among the women, who lived promiscuouslywith the men, frequently changing their abode.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                 89 Young says, March 12, 1794, "Going over toborrow a rake, to rake the dust off my ground, I sawJenny having a skull in her hand: I asked herwhose it was? and was told it was Jack Williams's.I desired it might be buried: the women who werewith Jenny gave me for answer, it should not. Isaid it should; and demanded it accordingly. I wasasked the reason why I, in particular, should insiston such a thing, when the rest of the white men didnot ? I said, if they gave them leave to keep theskulls above ground, I did not. Accordingly whenI saw M'Coy, Smith, and Mat. Quintal, I acquaintedthem with it, and

said, I thought that if the girlsdid not agree to give up the heads of the five whitemen in a peaceable manner, they ought to be takenby force, and buried." About this time the womenappear to have been much dissatisfied; and Young'sjournal declares that, " since the massacre, it hasbeen the desire of the greater part of them to getsome conveyance, to enable them to leave the island."This feeling continued, and on the 14th April, 1794,was so strongly urged, that the men began to buildthem a boat; but wanting planks and nails, Jenny,who now resides at Otaheite, in her zeal tore up theboards of her house, and endeavoured, though with-out success, to persuade some others to follow herexample. On the 13th August following, the vessel wasfinished, and on the 15th she was launched: but, asYoung says, " according to expectation she upset,"and it was most fortunate

for them that she did so;for had they launched out upon the ocean, wherecould they have gone ? or what could a few igno-rant women have done by themselves, drifting upon
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On the 11th November,a conspiracy of the women to kill the white men intheir sleep was discovered; upon which they wereall seized, and a disclosure ensued; but no punish-ment appears to have been inflicted upon them, inconsequence of their promising to conduct them-selves properly, and never again to give any cause"even to suspect their behaviour." However,though they were pardoned, Young observes, " Wedid not forget their conduct; and it was agreedamong us, that the first female who misbehavedshould be put to death; and this punishment was tobe repeated on each offence until we could discoverthe real intentions of the women." Young appearsto have suffered much from mental perturbation inconsequence of these disturbances; and observes ofhimself on the two following days, that "he wasbothered and idle." The suspicions of the men induced them,

on the15th, to conceal two muskets in the bush, for theuse of any person who might be so fortunate as to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. 91 escape, in the event of an attack being made. Onthe 30th November, the women again collected andattacked them ; but no lives were lost, and they re-turned on being once more pardoned, but were againthreatened with death the next time they misbe-haved. Threats thus repeatedly made, and as oftenunexecuted, as might be expected, soon lost theireffect, and the women formed a party whenevertheir displeasure was excited, and hid themselves inthe unfrequented parts of the island, carefully pro-viding themselves with fire-arms. In this mannerthe men were kept in continual suspense, dreadingthe result

of each disturbance, as the numericalstrength of the women was much greater than theirown. On the 4th of May, 1795, two canoes were begun,and in two days completed. These were used forfishing, in which employment the people were fre-quently successful, supplying themselves with rock-fish and large mackarel. On the 27th of Decemberfollowing, they were greatly alarmed by the appear-ance of a ship close in with the island. Fortunatelyfor them there was a tremendous surf upon therocks, the weather wore a very threatening aspect,and the ship stood to the S.E., and at noon was outof sight. Young appears to have thought this aprovidential escape, as the sea for a week after was" smoother than they had ever recollected it sincetheir arrival on the island." So little occurred in theyear 1796, that one pagerecords the whole of the events ; and throughoutthe

following year there are but three incidentsworthy of notice. The first, their endeavour toprocure a quantity of meat for salting; the next,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 92 VOYAGE TO THE their attempt to make syrup from the tee-plant(dracccna terminalis) and sugar-cane ; and the third,a serious accident that happened to M'Coy, who fellfrom a cocoa-nut tree and hurt his right thigh,sprained both his ancles and wounded his side. Theoccupations of the men continued similar to thosealready related, occasionally enlivened by visits tothe opposite side of the island. They appear to havebeen more sociable; dining frequently at each other'shouses, and contributing more to the comfort of thewomen, who, on their part, gave no ground for un-easiness. There was also a mutual accommodationamongst them in regard

to provisions, of which aregular account was taken. If one person was suc-cessful in hunting, he lent the others as much meatas they required, to be repaid at leisure; and thesame occurred with yams, taros, &c, so that theylived in a very domestic and tranquil state. It unfortunately happened that M'Coy had beenemployed in a distillery in Scotland ; and beingvery much addicted to liquor, he tried an experi-ment with the tee-root, and on the 20th April, 1798,succeeded in producing a bottle of ardent spirit.This success induced his companion, Mathew Quin-tal, to " alter his kettle into a still," a contrivancewhich unfortunately succeeded too well, as frequentintoxication was the consequence, with M'Coy inparticular, upon whom at length it produced fits ofdelirium, in one of which, he threw himself from acliff and was killed. The melancholy fate of thisman created so forcible

an impression on the re-maining few, that they resolved never again to touchspirits; and Adams, I have every reason to believe,to the day of his death kept his vow.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                93 The journal finishes nearly at the period of M'Coy's C1^F~death; which is not related in it: but we learned ,—~y—'from Adams, that about 1799 Quintal lost his wife i825.by a fall from the cliff while in search of birds' eggs;that he grew discontented, and, though there wereseveral disposable women on the island, and he hadalready experienced the fatal effects of a similardemand, nothing woidd satisfy him but the wife ofone of his companions. Of course neither of themfelt inclined to accede to this unreasonable indul-gence ; and he sought an opportunity of puttingthem both to death. He was

fortunately foiled inhis first attempt, but swore he would repeat it.Adams and Young having no doubt he would fol-low up his resolution, and fearing he might be moresuccessful in the next attempt, came to the conclu-sion, that their own lives were not safe while he wasin existence, and that they were justified in puttinghim to death, which they did with an axe. Such was the melancholy fate of seven of theleading mutineers, who escaped from justice only toadd murder to their former crimes; for thoughsome of them may not have actually imbrued theirhands in the blood of their fellow-creatures, yet allwere accessary to the deed. As Christian and Young were descended fromrespectable parents, and had received educationssuitable to their birth,' it might be supposed thatthey felt their altered and degraded situation muchmore than the seamen who were comparatively

welloff: but if so, Adams says, they had the good senseto conceal it, as not a single murmur or regret es-caped them ; on the contrary, Christian was alwayscheerful, and his example was of the greatest service



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 9*                                VOYAGE TO THE in exciting his companions to labour. He was na-turally of a happy, ingenuous disposition, and wonthe good opinion and respect of all who served un-der him; which cannot be better exemplified thanby his maintaining, under circumstances of greatperplexity, the respect and regard of all who wereassociated with him up to the hour of his death;and even at the period of our visit, Adams, in speak-ing of him, never omitted to say, " Mr. Christian." Adams and Young were now the sole survivorsout of the fifteen males that landed upon the island.They were both, and more particularly Young, of aserious turn of

mind ; and it would have been won-derful, after the many dreadful scenes at which theyhad assisted, if the solitude and tranquillity that en-sued had not disposed them to repentance. Dur-ing Christian's lifetime they had only once read thechurch service, but since his decease this had beenregularly done on every Sunday. They now, how-ever, resolved to have morning and evening familyprayers, to add afternoon service to the duty of theSabbath, and to train up their own children, andthose of their late unfortunate companions, in pietyand virtue. In the execution of this resolution Young's edu-cation enabled him to be of the greatest assistance;but he was not long suffered to survive his repent-ance. An asthmatic complaint, under which he hadfor some time laboured, terminated his existenceabout a year after the death of Quintal, and Adamswas left the sole survivor of

the misguided and un-fortunate mutineers of the Bounty. The loss of hislast companion was a great affliction to him, andwas for some time most severely felt. It was a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                95 catastrophe, however, that more than ever disposedhim to repentance, and determined him to executethe pious resolution he had made, in the hope of ex-piating his offences. His reformation could not, perhaps, have takenplace at a more propitious moment. Out of nine-teen children upon the island, there were several be-tween the ages of seven and nine years; who, hadthey been longer suffered to follow their own inclina-tions, might have acquired habits which it would havebeen difficult if not impossible for Adams to eradi-cate. The moment was therefore most favourablefor his design, and his

laudable exertions were at-tended by advantages both to the objects of his careand to his own mind, which surpassed his most san-guine expectations. He, nevertheless, had an ar-duous task to perform. Besides the children tobe educated, the Otaheitan women were to be con-verted ; and as the example of the parents had apowerful influence over their children, he resolvedto make them his first care. Here also his labourssucceeded; the Otaheitans were naturally of a tract-able disposition, and gave him less trouble than heanticipated: the children also acquired such a thirstafter scriptural knowledge, that Adams in a shorttime had little else to do than to answer their in-quiries and put them in the right way. As theygrew up, they acquired fixed habits of morality andpiety; their colony improved; intermarriages oc-curred : and they now form a happy and well-regu-lated

society, the merit of which in a great degreebelongs to Adams, and tends to redeem the formererrors of his life.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 96 VOYAGE TO THE CHAPTER IV. Bounty Bay—Observatory landed—Manners, Customs, Occupa-tions, Amusements, &c. of the Natives—Village—Descriptionof the Island—Its produce—Marriage of Adams—Barge hoistedout—Departure—General Description. Having detailed the particulars of the mutiny inthe Bounty, and the fate of the most notorious ofthe ring-leaders, and having brought the history ofPitcairn Island down to the present period, I shallreturn to the party who had assembled on board theship to greet us on our arrival. The Blossom was so different, or to use the ex-pression of our visiters, " so rich," compared withthe

other ships they had seen,* that they were con-stantly afraid of giving offence or committing someinjury, and would not even move without first ask-ing permission. This diffidence gave us full occu-pation for some time, as our restless visiters, anxiousto see every thing, seldom directed their attentionlong to any particular object, or remained in oneposition or place. Having no latches to their doors,they were ignorant of the manner of opening ours;and we were consequently attacked on all sides with * It was so long since the visit of the Briton and Tagus that theyhad forgotten their appearance.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.                97 " Please may I sit down or get up, or go out of thecabin ?" or " Please to open or shut the door." Theirapplications were, however, made with such goodnature and simplicity that it was impossible not tofeel the greatest pleasure in paying attention tothem. They very soon learnt the christian name ofevery officer in the ship, which they always used inconversation instead of the surname, and wherever asimilarity to their own occurred, they attached them-selves to that person as a matter of course. It was many hours after they came on board be-fore the ship could get near the island, during whichtime they so ingratiated

themselves with us that wefelt the greatest desire to visit their houses; andrather than pass another night at sea we put off inthe boats, though at a considerable distance from theland, and accompanied them to the shore. We fol-lowed our guides past a rugged point surmountedby tall spiral rocks, known to the islanders as St.Paul's rocks, into a spacious iron-bound bay, wherethe Bounty found her last anchorage. In this bay,which is bounded by lofty cliffs almost inaccessible,it was proposed to land. Thickly branched ever-greens skirt the base of these hills, and in summerafford a welcome retreat from the rays of an almostvertical sun. In the distance are seen several highpointed rocks which the pious highlanders havenamed after the most zealous of the Apostles, andoutside of them is a square basaltic islet. Formida-ble breakers fringe the coast, and seem to present aninsurmountable

barrier to all access. We here brought our boats to an anchor, in con-sequence of the passage between the sunken rocks be-ing much too intricate, and we trusted ourselves to VOL. I.                                 H
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 98                                VOYAGE TO THE the natives, who landed us, two at a time, in theirwhale-boat. The difficulty of landing was more thanrepaid by the friendly reception we met with on thebeach from Hannah Young, a very interesting youngwoman, the daughter of Adams. In her eagernessto greet her father, she had outrun her female com-panions, for whose delay she thought it necessary inthe first place to apologize, by saying they had allbeen over the hill in company with John Buffet tolook at the ship, and were not yet returned. It ap-peared that John Buffet, who was a seafaring man,ascertained that the ship was a man of war, andwithout knowing exactly why,

became so alarmedfor the safety of Adams that he either could not orwould not answer any of the interrogations whichwere put to him. This mysterious silence set allthe party in tears, as they feared he had discoveredsomething adverse to their patriarch. At length hisobduracy yielded to their entreaties; but before heexplained the cause of his conduct, the boats wereseen to put off from the ship, and Hannah imme-diately hurried to the beach to kiss the old man'scheek, which she did with a fervency demonstrativeof the warmest affection. Her apology for her com-panions was rendered unnecessary by their appear-ance on the steep and circuitous path down themountain, who, as they arrived on the beach, suc-cessively welcomed us to their island, with a sim-plicity and sincerity which left no doubt of thetruth of their professions. They almost all wore the cloth of the island: theirdress consisted

of a petticoat, and a mantle looselythrown over the shoulders, and reaching to the an-cles. Their stature was rather above the common



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.               99 height; and their limbs, from being accustomedto work and climb the hills, had acquired unusualmuscularity; but their features and manners wereperfectly feminine. Their complexion, thoughfairer than that of the men, was of a dark gipsyhue, but its deep colour was less conspicuous, bybeing contrasted with dark glossy hair, whichhung down over their shoulders in long wav-ing tresses, nicely oiled: in front it was tastefullyturned back from the forehead and temples, andwas retained in that position by a chaplet of smallred or white aromatic blossoms, newly gatheredfrom the flower-tree (morinda citrifolia), or from thetobacco

plant; their countenances were lively andgood-natured, their eyes dark and animated, andeach possessed an enviable row of teeth. Such wasthe agreeable impression of their first appearance,which was heightened by the wish expressed simul-taneously by the whole group, that we were cometo stay several days with them. As the sun wasgoing down, we signified our desire to get to thevillage and to pitch the observatory before dark, andthis was no sooner made known, than every instru-ment and article found a carrier. We took the only pathway which leads from thelanding-place to the village, and soon experiencedthe difficulties of the ascent, which the distant ap-pearance of the ground led us to anticipate. To thenatives, however, there appeared to be no obstacles:women as well as men bore their burthens over themost difficult parts without inconvenience; whilewe, obliged at times to

have recourse to tufts ofshrubs or grass for assistance, experienced seriousdelay, being also incommoded by the heat of the h 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 100 VOYAGE TO THE weather, and by swarms of house-flies which infestthe island, and are said to have been imported thereby H. M. S. Briton. As soon as we had gained the first level, ourparty rested on some large stones that lay half buri-ed in long grass on one side of a ravine, from whichthe blue sky was nearly concealed by the overlap-ping branches of palm-trees. Here, through themedium of our female guides, who, furnished withthe spreading leaves of the tee-plant, drove awayour troublesome persecutors, we obtained a respitefrom their attacks. Having refreshed ourselves, we resumed our jour-ney over a more easy path ; and after crossing

twovalleys, shaded by cocoa-nut trees, we arrived at thevillage. It consisted of five houses, built upon acleared piece of ground sloping to the sea, and com-manding a distant view of the horizon, through abreak in an extensive wood of palms. While themen assisted to pitch our tent, the women employedthemselves in preparing our dinner, or more proper-ly supper, as it was eight o'clock at night. The manner of cooking in Pitcairn's Island issimilar to that of Otaheite, which, as some of myreaders may not recollect, I shall briefly describe.An oven is made in the ground, sufficiently large tocontain a good-sized pig, and is lined throughoutwith stones nearly equal in size, which have beenpreviously made as hot as possible. These arecovered with some broad leaves, generally of thetee-plant, and on them is placed the meat. If it bea pig, its inside is lined with heated stones, as

wellas the oven; such vegetables as are to be cooked arethen placed round the animal: the whole is care-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEKING'S STRAIT.              101 fully covered with leaves of the tee, and buried be-neath a heap of earth, straw, or rushes and boughs,which, by a little use, becomes matted into onemass. In about an hour and a quarter the animal issufficiently cooked, and is certainly more thorough-ly done than it would be by a fire. By the time the tent was up and the instrumentssecured, we were summoned to a meal cooked inthis manner, than which a less sumptuous fare wouldhave satisfied appetites rendered keen by long absti-nence and a tiresome journey. Our party dividedthemselves that they might not crowd one house inparticular: Adams did not entertain;

but at Chris-tian's I found a table spread with plates, knives, andforks; which, in so remote a part of the world, wasan unexpected sight. They were, it is true, far fromuniform ; but by one article being appropriated foranother, we all found something to put our portionupon; and but few of the natives were obliged tosubstitute their fingers for articles which are indis-pensable to the comfort of more polished life. Thesmoking pig, by a skilful dissection, was soon por-tioned to every guest, but no one ventured to putits excellent qualities to the test until a lengthenedAmen, pronounced by all the party, had succeededan emphatic grace delivered by the village parson." Turn to" was then the signal for attack, and as itis convenient that all the party should finish theirmeal about the same time, in order that one gracemight serve for all, each made the most of his time.In Pitcairn's Island it is not deemed

proper to toucheven a bit of bread without a grace before and afterit, and a person is accused of inconsistency if heleaves off and begins again. So strict is their obser-
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 102                             VOYAGE TO THE vance of this form, that we do not know of anyinstance in which it has been forgotten. On oneoccasion I had engaged Adams in conversation, andhe incautiously took the first mouthful without hav-ing said his grace ; but before he had swallowed it,he recollected himself, and feeling as if he had com-mitted a crime, immediately put away what he hadin his mouth, and commenced his prayer. Welcome cheer, hospitality, and good-humour,were the characteristics of the feast; and never wastheir beneficial influence more practically exemplifiedthan on this occasion, by the demolition of nearly allthat was placed before us.

With the exception ofsome wine we had brought with us, water was theonly beverage. This was placed in a large jug atone end of the board, and when necessary, was passedround the table—a ceremony at which, in Pitcairn'sIsland in particular, it is desirable to be the first par-taker, as the gravy of the dish is invariably mingledwith the contents of the pitcher: the natives, whoprefer using their fingers to forks, being quite in-different whether they hold the vessel by the handleor by the spout. Three or four torches made withdoodoe nuts (cdeurites triloba), strung upon thefibres of a palm-leaf, were stuck in tin pots at theend of the table, and formed an excellent substitutefor candles, except that they gave a considerableheat, and cracked, and fired, somewhat to the dis-comfiture of the person whose face was near them. Notwithstanding these deficiencies, we made avery comfortable

and hearty supper, heard manylittle anecdotes of the place, and derived muchamusement from the singularity of the inquiries ofour hosts. One regret only intruded itself upon the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEER1NGS STRAIT.               103 general conviviality, which we did not fail to men-tion, namely, that there was so wide a distinctionbetween the sexes. This was the remains of acustom very common among the South-sea Islands,which in some places is carried to such an extent,that it imposes death upon the woman who shall eatin the presence of her husband; and though thedistinction between man and wife is not here carriedto that extent, it is still sufficiently observed to ex-clude all the women from table, if there happens tobe a deficiency of seats. In Pitcairn's Island, theyhave settled ideas of right and wrong, to which theyobstinately adhere

; and, fortunately, they have im-bibed them generally from the best source. In the instance in question, they have, however,certainly erred; but of this they could not be per-suaded, nor did they, I believe, thank us for our in-terference. Their argument was, that man wasmade first, and ought, consequently, on all occasions,to be served first—a conclusion which deprived usof the company of the women at table, during thewhole of our stay at the island. Far from consider-ing themselves neglected, they very good-naturedlychatted with us behind our seats, and flapped awaythe flies, and by a gentle tap, accidentally or play-fully delivered, reminded us occasionally of thehonour that was done us. The conclusion of ourmeal was the signal for the women and children toprepare their own, to whom we resigned our seats,and strolled out to enjoy the freshness of the night.It was late by the

time the women had finished,and we were not sorry when we were shown to thebeds prepared for us. The mattress was composedof palm-leaves, covered with native cloth ; the sheets



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 104 VOYAGE TO THE were of the same material; and we knew, by thecrackling of them, that they were quite new fromthe loom, or beater. The whole arrangement wasextremely comfortable, and highly inviting to re-pose, which the freshness of the apartment, renderedcool by a free circulation of air through its sides,enabled us to enjoy without any annoyance fromheat or insects. One interruption only disturbedour first sleep ; it was the pleasing melody of theevening hymn, which, after the lights were put out,was chaunted by the whole family in the middle ofthe room. In the morning also we were awoke bytheir morning hymn, and family devotion. As wewere

much tired, and the sun's rays had not yetfound their way through the broad opening of theapartment, we composed ourselves to rest again ;and on awaking found that all the natives were goneto their several occupations,—the men to offer whatassistance they could to our boats in landing, carry-ing burthens for the seamen, or to gather what fruitswere in season. Some of the women had taken ourlinen to wash; those whose turn it was to cook forthe day were preparing the oven, the pig, and theyams ; and we could hear, by the distant reiteratedstrokes of the beater,* that others were engagedin the manufacture of cloth. By our bedside hadalready been placed some ripe fruits; and our hatswere crowned with chaplets of the fresh blossom ofthe nono, or flower-tree {morinda citrifolia), whichthe women had gathered in the freshness of themorning dew. On looking round the

apartment,though it contained several beds, we found no par- * This ia an instrument used for the manufacture of their cloth.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              105 tition, curtain, or screens; they had not yet beenconsidered necessary. So far, indeed, from conceal-ment being thought of, when we were about to getup, the women, anxious to show their attention, as-sembled to wish us a good morning, and to inquirein what way they could best contribute to our com-forts, and to present us with some little gift, whichthe produce of the island afforded. Many personswould have felt awkward at rising and dressing be-fore so many pretty black-eyed damsels assembledin the centre of a spacious room; but by a littlehabit we overcame this embarrassment; and foundthe benefit of

their services in fetching water as werequired it, and substituting clean linen for such aswe pulled off. It must be remembered, that with these people,as with the other islanders of the South Seas, thecustom has generally been to go naked, the marowith the men excepted, and with the women thepetticoat, or kilt, with a loose covering over thebust, which, indeed, in Pitcairn's Island, they arealways careful to conceal; consequently, an expo-sure to that extent carried with it no feeling what-ever of indelicacy; or, I may safely add, that thePitcairn's Islanders would have been the last personsto incur the charge. We assembled at breakfast about noon, the usualeating hour of the natives, though they do not con-fine themselves to that period exactly, but taketheir meal whenever it is sufficiently cooked; andafterwards availed ourselves of their proffered ser-vices to show us the island, and

under their guidancefirst inspected the village, and what lay in its imme-diate vicinity. In an adjoining house we found two



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 106 VOYAGE TO THE young girls seated upon the ground, employed inthe laborious exercise of beating out the bark of thecloth-tree, which they intended to present to us, onour departure, as a keepsake. The hamlet consistedof five cottages, built more substantially than neatly,upon a cleared patch of ground, sloping to the north-ward, from the high land of the interior to the cliffswhich overhang the sea, of which the houses com-mand a distant view in a northern direction. Inthe N. E. quarter, the horizon may also be seenpeeping between the stems of the lofty palms, whosegraceful branches nod like, ostrich plumes to therefreshing trade-wind. To the northward,

and north-westward, thicker groves of palm-trees rise in animpenetrable wood, from two ravines which traversethe hills in various directions to their summit.Above the one, to the westward, a lofty mountainrears its head, and toward the sea terminates in afearful precipice filled with caverns, in which thedifferent sea-fowl find an undisturbed retreat. Im-mediately round the village are the small enclosuresfor fattening pigs, goats, and poultry ; and beyondthem, the cultivated grounds producing the banana,plantain, melon, yam, taro, sweet potatoes, appai,tee, and cloth plant, with other useful roots, fruits,and shrubs, which extend far up the mountain andto the southward; but in this particular directionthey are excluded from the view by an immensebanyan tree, two hundred paces in circumference,whose foliage and branches form of themselves acanopy impervious to the rays of the

sun. Everycottage has its out-house for making cloth, itsbaking-place, its sty, and its poultry-house. Within the enclosure of palm-trees is the cemetery



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEIUNG'S STRAIT.               107 where the few persons who had died on the island,together with those who met with violent deaths,are deposited. Besides the houses above mentioned,there are three or four others built upon the plan-tations beyond the palm groves. One of these,situated higher up the hill than the village, belongedto Adams, who had retired from the bustle of thehamlet to a more quiet and sequestered spot, toenjoy the advantages of an elevated situation, sodesirable in warm countries; and in addition tothese again there are four other cottages to the east-ward which belong to the Youngs and Quintals. All these cottages are strongly built of

wood inan oblong form, and thatched with the leaves of thepalm-tree bent round the stem of the same branch,and laced horizontally to rafters, so placed as to givea proper pitch to the roof. The greater part havean upper story, which is appropriated to sleeping,and contain four beds built in the angles of theroom, each sufficiently large for three or four per-sons to lie on. They are made of wood of thecloth-tree, and are raised eighteen inches above thefloor; a mattress of palm-leaves is laid upon theplanks, and above it three sheets of the cloth-plant,which form an excellent substitute for linen. Thelower room generally contains one or more beds, butis always used as their eating-room, and has a broadtable in one part, with several stools placed roundit. The floor is elevated above a foot from theground, and, as well as the sides of the house, ismade of stout plank, and not of bamboo, or stone,

asstated by Captain Folger; indeed they have not apiece of bamboo on the island; nor have they anymats. The floor is a fixture, but the sideboards are



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 108 VOYAGE TO THE let into a groove in the supporters, and can be re-moved at pleasure, according to the state of theweather, and the whole side may, if required, belaid open. The lower room communicates with theupper by a stout ladder in the centre, and leads upthrough a trap-door into the bedroom. From the village several pathways (for roadsthere are none) diverge, and generally lead into thevalleys, which afford a less difficult ascent to theupper part of the island than the natural slope ofthe hills; still they are very rugged and steep, andin the rainy season so slippery that it is almost im-possible for any person, excepting the natives,

totraverse them with safety. We selected one whichled over the mountain to the landing-place, on theopposite side of the island, and visited the severalplantations upon the higher grounds, which extendtowards the mountain with a gentle slope. Herethe mutineers originally built their summer-houses,for the purpose of enjoying the breeze and over-looking the yam grounds, which are more produc-tive than those lower down. Near these plantationsare the remains of some ancient morais; and a spotis pointed out as the place where Christian wasfirst buried. By a circuitous and, to us, difficultpath, we reached the ridge of the mountain, theheight of which is 1109 feet above the sea; this isthe highest part of the island. The ridge extendsin a north and south direction, and unites two smallpeaks : it is so narrow as to be in many parts scarcelythree feet wide, and forms a

dangerous pass betweentwo fearful precipices. The natives were so accus-tomed to climb these crags that they unconcernedlyskipped from point to point like the hunters of cha-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINCi'S STRAIT.               109 mois ; and young Christian actually jumped uponthe very peak of a cliff, which was so small as to bescarcely sufficient for his feet to rest upon, and fromv which any other person would have shuddered evento look down upon the beach, lying many hundredfeet at its base. At the northern extremity of thisridge is a cave of some interest, as being the intend-ed retreat of Christian, in the event of a landingbeing effected by any ship sent in pursuit of him,and where he resolved to sell his life as dearly ashe could. In this recess he always kept a storeof provisions, and near it erected a small hut,

wellconcealed by trees, which served the purpose of awatchhouse. So difficult was the approach to thiscave, that even if the party were successful in cross-ing the ridge, as long as his ammunition lasted, hemight have bid defiance to any force. An unfre-quented and dangerous path leads from this placeto a peak which commands a view of the westernand southern coasts: at this height, on a clear day,a perfect map of the bottom is exhibited by the dif-ferent coloured waters. On all points the island isterminated by cliffs, or rocky projections: off whichlie scattered numerous fragments of rock, risinglike so many black pinnacles amid the surf, whichon all sides rolls in upon the shore. We descended by a less abrupt slope than that bywhich we advanced, and took our way through yamgrounds to a ravine which brought us to the village.The path leading down this ravine

is, in many places,so precipitous, that we were constantly in danger ofslipping and rolling into the depths below, whichthe assistance of the natives alone prevented. While we were thus borrowing help from others,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 110                             VOYAGE TO THE and grasping every tuft of grass and bough thatoffered its friendly support, we were overtaken by agroup of chubby little children, trudging uncon-cernedly on, munching a water melon, and balancingon their heads calabashes of water, which they hadbrought from the opposite side of the island. Theysmiled at our helplessness as they passed, and we felttheir innocent reproof; but we were still unpractisedin such feats, Avhile they, from being trained tothem, had acquired a footing and a firmness whichhabit alone can produce. It was dark when we reached the houses, but wefound by a whoop which echoed

through the woods,that we were not the last from home. This whoop,peculiar to the place, is so shrill, that it may be heardhalf over the island, and the ear of the natives is soquick, that they will catch it when we could dis-tinguish nothing of the kind. By the tone in whichit is delivered, they also know the wants of the per-son, and who it is. These shrill sounds, which wehad just heard, informed us, and those who were atthe village, that a party had lost their way in thewoods. A blazing beacon was immediately made,which, together with a few more whoops to directthe party, soon brought the absentees home. Theirperfection in these signals will be manifest from thefollowing anecdote: I was one day crossing themountain which intersects the island with Christian;we had not long parted with their whale-boat on thewestern 6ide of the island, and were descending aravine

amidst a thicket of trees, when he turnedround and said, " The whale-boat is come round toBounty Bay ;" at which I was not a little surprised,as I had heard nothing, and we could not see through



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              Ill the wood; but he said he heard the signal; andwhen we got down it proved to be the case. In this little retreat there is not much variety,and the description of one day's occupation servesequally for its successor. The dance is a recreationvery rarely indulged in; but as we particularly re-quested it, they would not refuse to gratify us. Alarge room in Quintal's house was prepared for theoccasion, and the company were ranged on one sideof the apartment, glowing beneath a blazing stringof doodoe nuts; the musicians were on the other,under the direction of Arthur Quintal. He wasseated upon the ground,

as head musician, and hadbefore him a large gourd, and a piece of musicalwood (porou), which he balanced nicely upon histoes, that there might be the less interruption to itsvibrations. He struck the instrument alternatelywith two sticks, and was accompanied by Dolly,who performed very skilfully with both hands upona gourd, which had a longitudinal hole cut in oneend of it; rapidly beating the orifice with the palmsof her hands, and releasing it again with uncommondexterity, so as to produce a tattoo, but in perfecttime with the other instrument. A third performedupon the Bounty's old copper fish-kettle, whichformed a sort of bass. To this exhilarating music,three grown-up females stood up to dance, but witha reluctance which showed it was done only to obligeus, as they consider such performances an inroadupon their usual innocent pastimes. The figureconsisted

of such parts of the Otaheitan dance aswere thought most decorous, and was little morethan a shuffling of the feet, sliding past each other,and snapping their fingers; but even this produced,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 112                             VOYAGE TO THE at times, considerable laughter from the female spec-tators, perhaps from some association of ridiculousideas, which we, as strangers, did not feel; and nodoubt had our opinion of the performance been con-sulted, it would have essentially differed from theirs.They did not long continue these diversions, froman idea that it was too great a levity to be continuedlong; and only the three beforementioned ladiescould be prevailed upon to exhibit their skill. Oneof the officers, with a view of contributing to themirth of the colonists, had obligingly brought hisviolin on shore, and, as an ,inducement for them todance again,

offered to play some country dancesand reels, if they would proceed; but they couldnot be tempted to do so. They, however, soliciteda specimen of the capabilities of the instrument,which was granted, and, though very well executed,did not give the satisfaction which we anticipated.They had not yet arrived at a state of refinement toappreciate harmony, but were highly delighted withthe rapid motion of the fingers, and always likedto be within sight of the instrument when it wasplayed. They were afterwards heard to say, thatthey preferred their own simple musical contrivanceto the violin. They did not appear to have the leastear for music: one of the officers took considerablepains to teach them the hundredth psalm, that theymight not chaunt all the psalms and hymns to thesame air; but they did not evince the least aptitudeor desire to learn it. The following day was

devoted to the completionof our view of the island, of which the natives wereanxious we should see every part. We accordinglyset out with the same guides by a road which



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEKINGS STRAIT.              113 brought us to " the Rope," a steep cliff, so calledfrom its being necessary to descend it by a rope. Itis situated at the eastern end of the island, and over-looks a small sandy bay lined with rocks, which renderit dangerous for a boat to attempt to land there. At the foot of " the Rope" were found somestone axes, and a hone, the manufacture of the abori-gines, and upon the face of a large rock were somecharacters very rudely engraved, which we copied ;they appeared to have been executed by the Boun-ty's people, though Adams did not recollect it. Tothe left of " the Rope" is a peak of

considerableheight, overlooking Bounty Bay. Upon this emi-nence the mutineers, on their arrival, found fourimages, about six feet in height, placed upon a plat-form ; and, according to Adams's description, notunlike the morais at Easter Island, excepting thatthey were upon a much smaller scale. One of theseimages, which had been preserved, was a rude repre-sentation of the human figure to the hips, and washewn out of a piece of red lava. Near this supposed morai, we were told that hu-man bones and stone hatchets were occasionally dugup, but we could find only two bones, by which wemight judge of the stature of these aborigines.These were an os femoris and a part of a craniumof an unusual size and thickness. The hatchets, ofwhich we obtained several specimens, were made ofa compact basaltic lava, not unlike clinkstone, veryhard and capable of a fine

polish. In shape theyresembled those used at Otaheite, and by all theislanders of these seas that I have seen. A largestone bowl was also found, similar to those used atOtaheite, and two stone huts. That this island VOL. I.                                  I



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 114 VOYAGE TO THE should have been inhabited is not extraordinary,when it is remembered that Easter Island, which ismuch more distant from the eastern world, was so,though nothing is known of the fate of the people. From these images, and the large piles of stoneson heights to which they must have been draggedwith great labour, it may be concluded that theisland was inhabited a considerable time ; and frombones being found always buried under these piles,and never upon the surface, we may presume thatthose who survived quitted the island in their ca-noes to seek an asylum elsewhere. Having this day seen every part of the island, wehad no

further desire to ramble ; and as the weatherdid not promise to be very fair, I left the observatoryin the charge of Mr. Wolfe, and embarked, accom-panied by old Adams. Soon after he came on boardit began to blow, and for several days afterwards thewind prevented any communication with the shore.The natives during this period were in great appre-hension : they went to the top of the island everymorning to look for the ship ; and once, when shewas not to be seen, began to entertain the mostserious doubts whether Adams would be returnedto them; but he, knowing we should close the islandas soon as the weather would permit, was ratherglad of the opportunity of remaining on board, andof again associating with his countrymen. Andalthough he had passed his sixty-fifth year, joinedin the dances and songs of the forecastle, and wasalways cheerful. On the 16th the weather

permitted a boat to besent on shore, and Adams was restored to his anxiousfriends. Previous to quitting the ship, he said it



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              115 would add much to his happiness if I would readthe marriage ceremony to him and his wife, as hecould not bear the idea of living with her withoutits being done. He had long wished for the arrivalof a ship of war to set his conscience at rest on thatpoint. Though Adams was aged, and the old wo-man had been blind and bed-ridden for several years,he made such a point of it, that it would have beencruel to refuse him. They were accordingly thenext day duly united, and the event noted in aregister by John Buffet. The islanders were delighted at having us againamong them, and expressed themselves in the

warm-est terms. We soon found, through our intercoursewith these excellent people, that they had no wantsexcepting such as had been created by an intercoursewith vessels, which have from time to time suppliedthem with European articles. Nature has been ex-tremely bountiful to them ; and necessity has taughtthem how to apply her gifts to their own particularuses. Still they have before them the prospect ofan increasing population, with limited means of sup-porting it. Almost every part of the island capableof cultivation has been turned to account; but whatwould have been the consequences of this increase,had not an accident discovered their situation, it isnot difficult to foresee; and a reflecting mind willnaturally trace in that disclosure the benign inter-ference of the same hand which has raised such avirtuous colony from so guilty a stock. Adamshaving contemplated the

situation which the island-ers would have been reduced to, begged, at our firstinterview, that I would communicate with the go-vernment upon the subject, which was done ; and I i 2
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compass on which theyrelied, one of the old Bounty's, was so rusty as tobe quite useless, their curiosity yielded to discretion,and they returned before they lost sight of theirnative soil. The idea of passing all their days upon an islandonly two miles long, without seeing any thing ofthe world, or, what was a stronger argument, with-out doing any good in it, had with several of thembeen deeply considered. But family ties, and an ar-dent affection for each other, and for their nativesoil, had always interposed to prevent their goingaway singly. George Adams, however, having nowife to detain him, but, on the contrary, reasons forwishing to employ his thoughts on subjects foreignto his home, was very anxious to embark in theBlossom; and I would have acceded to his wishes,had not his mother wept bitterly at the idea of part-ing from him, and imposed terms touching his re-turn to the

island to which I could not accede. Itwas a sore disappointment to poor George, whose * I have been informed since that they have changed theirmind, and are at present contented with their situation.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              117 case forms a striking instance of the rigid mannerin which these islanders observe their word. Wives upon Pitcairn Island, it may be imagin-ed, are very scarce, as the same restrictions with re-gard to relationship exist as in England. George,in his early days, had fallen in love with PollyYoung, a girl a little older than himself; butPolly, probably at that time liking some one else,and being at the age when young ladies' expecta-tions are at the highest, had incautiously said, shenever would give her hand to George Adams. He,nevertheless, indulged a hope that she would oneday relent; and to this end was

unremitting in hisendeavours to please her. In this expectation hewas not mistaken; his constancy and attentions,and, as he grew into manhood, his handsome form,which George took every opportunity of throwinginto the most becoming attitudes before her, softenedPolly's heart into a regard for him, and, had nothingpassed before, she would willingly have given himher hand. But the vow of her youth was not to begot over, and the love-sick couple languished on fromday to day, victims to the folly of early resolutions. The weighty case was referred for our considera-tion ; and the fears of the party were in some mea-sure relieved by the result, which was, that it wouldbe much better to marry than to continue unhappy,in consequence of a hasty determination made be-fore the judgment was matured; they could not,however, be prevailed on to yield to our decision,and we left them

unmarried.* Another instance of a rigid performance of pro-mise was exemplified in old Adams, who is anxious * They have since been united, and have two children.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 118 VOYAGE TO THE that his own conduct should form an example to therising generation. In the course of conversation, he one day said hewould accompany me up the mountain, if there wasnobody else near; and it so happened, that on theonly day I had leisure to go the young men wereall out of the way. Adams, therefore, insisted uponperforming his engagement, though the day wasextremely hot, and the journey was much too labo-rious, in any weather, for his advanced period oflife. He nevertheless set out, adding, " I said Iwould go, and so I will; besides, without exampleprecept will have but little effect." At the firstvalley he threw off his hat, handkerchief,

and jacket,and left them by the side of the path; at the se-cond his trousers were cast aside into a bush; andhad he been alone, or provided with a maro, hisshirt would certainly have followed: thus disen-cumbered, he boldly led the way, which was wellknown to him in earlier days; but it was so longsince he had trodden it, that we met with manydifficulties. At length we reached the top of theridge, which we were informed was the place whereM'Coy and Quintal had appeared in defiance ofthe blacks. Adams felt so fatigued that he wasnow glad to lie down. The breeze here blew sohard and cold, that a shirt alone was of little use,and had he not been inured to all the changes ofatmosphere, the sudden transition upon his agedframe must have been fatal. During the period we remained upon the islandwe were entertained at the board of the natives,sometimes dining with one person,

and sometimeswith another: their meals, as I have before stated,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               119 were not confined to hours, and always consisted ofbaked pig, yams, and taro, and more rarely of sweetpotatoes. The productions of the island being very limited,and intercourse with the rest of the world much re-stricted, it may be readily supposed their meals can-not be greatly varied. However, they do their bestwith what they have, and cook it in different ways,the pig excepted, which is always baked. There areseveral goats upon the island, but they dislike theirflesh, as well as their milk. Yams constitute theirprincipal food; these are boiled, baked, or made intopillihey (cakes), by being mixed with cocoa nuts;or

bruised and formed into a soup. Bananas aremashed, and made into pancakes, or, like the yam,united with the milk of the cocoa-nut, into pillihey,and eaten with molasses, extracted from the tee-root. The taro-root, by being rubbed, makes avery good substitute for bread, as well as the bana-nas, plantains, and appai. Their common beverageis pure watei, but they made for us a tea, extract-ed from the tee-plant, flavoured with ginger, andsweetened with the juice of the sugar-cane. Whenalone, this beverage and fowl soup are used onlyfor such as are ill. They seldom kill a pig, but livemostly upon fruit and vegetables. The duty ofsaying grace was performed by John Buffet, a re-cent settler among them, and their clergyman ; butif he was not present, it fell upon the eldest of thecompany. They have all a great dislike to spirits,in consequence of M'Coy having killed himself bytoo free an

indulgence in it; but wine in modera-tion is never refused. With this simple diet, andbeing in the daily habit of rising early, and taking a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 120                              VOYAGE TO THE great deal of exercise in the cultivation of theirgrounds, it was not surprising that we found themso athletic and free from complaints. When illnessdoes occur, their remedies are as simple as theirmanner of living, and are limited to salt water, hotginger tea, or abstinence, according to the nature ofthe complaint. They have no medicines, nor dothey appear to require any, as these remedies havehitherto been found sufficient. After their noontide meal, if their grounds do notrequire their attention, and the weather be fine, theygo a little way out to sea in their canoes, and catchfish, of which they have several kinds, large

andsometimes in abundance; but it seldom happensthat they have this time to spare; for the cultiva-tion of the ground, repairing their boats, houses, andmaking fishing-lines, with other employments, gene-rally occupy the whole of each day. At sunset theyassemble at prayers as before, first offering theirorison and thanksgiving, and then chauniing hymns.After this follows their evening meal, and at anearly hour, having again said their prayers, andchaunted the evening hymn, they retire to rest;but before they sleep, each person again offers up ashort prayer upon his bed. Such is the distribution of time among the grownpeople; the younger part attend at school at regularhours, and are instructed in reading, writing, andarithmetic. They have very fortunately found anable and willing master in John Buffet, who be-longed to a ship which visited the island, and wasso infatuated with

their behaviour, being himselfnaturally of a devout and serious turn of mind, thathe resolved to remain among them ; and in addition



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              121 to the instruction of the children, has taken uponhimself the duty of clergyman, and is the oracle ofthe community.* During the whole time I waswith them, I never heard them indulge in a joke, orother levity, and the practice of it is apt to giveoffence: they are so accustomed to take what is saidin its literal meaning, that irony was always consi-dered a falsehood, in spite of explanation. Theycould not see the propriety of uttering what was notstrictly true, for any purpose whatever. The Sabbath-day is devoted entirely to prayer,reading, and serious meditation. No boat is allowedto quit the shore, nor any work

whatever to be done,cooking excepted, for which preparation is made thepreceding evening. I attended their church on thisday, and found the service well conducted; theprayers were read by Adams, and the lessons byBuffet, the service being preceded by hymns. Thegreatest devotion was apparent in every individual,and in the children there was a seriousness unknownin the younger part of our communities at home.In the course of the Litany they prayed for theirsovereign and all the royal family with much appa-rent loyalty and sincerity. Some family prayers,which were thought appropriate to their particularcase, were added to the usual service; and Adams,fearful of leaving out any essential part, read in ad-dition all those prayers which are intended only assubstitutes for others. A sermon followed, whichwas very well delivered by Buffet; and lest anypart of it should be

forgotten or escape attention,it was read three times. The whole concluded with Another seaman has settled amongst them, and is married toone of Adams' daughters ; but he is not liked.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 122 VOYAGE TO THE hymns, which were first sung by the grown people,and afterwards by the children. The service thusperformed was very long; but the neat and cleanlyappearance of the congregation, the devotion thatanimated every countenance, and the innocence andsimplicity of the little children, prevented the at-tendance from becoming wearisome. In about halfan hour afterwards we again assembled to prayers,and at sunset service was repeated; so that, withtheir morning and evening prayers, they may besaid to have church five times on a Sunday. Marriages and christenings are duly performedby Adams. A ring which has united every

personon the island is used for the occasion, and givenaccording to the prescribed form. The age at whichthis is allowed to take place, with the men, is afterthey have reached their twentieth, and with thewomen, their eighteenth year. All which remains to be said of these excellentpeople is, that they appear to live together in perfectharmony and contentment; to be virtuous, religious,cheerful, and hospitable, beyond the limits of pru-dence ; to be patterns of conjugal and parental affec-tion ; and to have very few vices. We remainedwith them many days, and their unreserved man-ners gave us the fullest opportunity of becom-ing acquainted with any faults they might havepossessed. In the equipment of the Blossom a boat was builtpurposely for her by Mr. Peake of Woolwich dock-yard, upon a model highly creditable to his professionalability, and finished in the most

complete manner.As we were now about to enter a sea crowded withislands which rise abruptly to the surface, without



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEER1NGS STRAIT.              123 any soundings to give warning of their vicinity, thislittle vessel was likely to be of the greatest service,not only in a minute examination of the shore, but,by being kept a-head of the ship during the night,to give notice of any danger that might lie in herroute. She was accordingly hoisted out while wewere off this island, and stowed and provisioned forsix weeks. I gave the command of her to Mr. El-son, the master, an officer, well qualified to performthe service I had in view ; having with him Mr. It.Beechey, midshipman, and a crew of eight seamenand marines. Instructions were given to Mr. Elsonfor his

guidance, and proper rendezvous appointedin case of separation. We first experienced the uti-lity of this excellent sea-boat, in bringing off waterfrom the shore through seas which in ordinary caseswould have proved serious obstacles ; and had therenot been so much surf upon the rocks, that the caskscould only be got through it by the natives swim-ming out with them, we should in a short time havecompleted our stock of water. This process, how-ever, was very harassing to them, who, besides thisarduous task, had to bring the water from a distancein calabashes; so, that with the utmost despatch,our daily supply scarcely equalled the consumption,and we were compelled to trust to the hope of beingmore fortunate at some other island. During the period of our stay in the vicinity ofthe island, we scarcely saw the sun, and I began todespair of being able to fix our

position with suf-ficient accuracy. On the 20th, however, the cloudscleared away, and the night was passed in obtaininglunar distances with stars east and west of the moon,several meridional altitudes, and transits which, com-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 124                              VOYAGE TO THE CI?vP Pared with those taken the first night the instru-v—-yw ment was put up, gave good rates to the chronome-^2°5. ters. Our labours having thus terminated moresuccessfully than we expected, we hastened ourembarkation, which took place on the 21st. In re-turn for the kindness we experienced from theislanders, we made them presents of articles themost useful to them which we could spare, and theywere furnished with a blue cloth suit each from theextra clothing put on board for the ship's company,and the women with several pieces of gowns andhandkerchiefs, &c. When we were about to take leave,

our friendsassembled to express their regret at our departure.All brought some little present for our acceptance,which they wished us to keep in remembrance ofthem; after which they accompanied us to thebeach, where we took our leave of the female partof the inhabitants. Adams and the young menpushed off in their own boat to the ship, determinedto accompany us to sea as far as they could withsafety. They continued on board, unwilling toleave us, until we were a considerable distance fromland, when they shook each of us feelingly by thehand, and, amidst expressions of the deepest concernat our departure, wished us a prosperous voyage,and hoped that we might one day meet again. Assoon as they were clear of the ship they all stood upin their boat, and gave us three hearty cheers, whichwere as heartily returned. As the weather becamefoggy, the barge

towed them towards the shore, andwe took a final leave of them, unconscious until themoment of separation of the warm interest theirsituation and good conduct had created in us.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              125 The Pitcairn islanders are tall, robust, and healthy.Their average height is five feet ten inches; thetallest person is six feet and one quarter of an inch ;and the shortest of the adults is five feet nine inchesand one-eighth. Their limbs are well-proportioned,round, and straight; their feet turning a little in-wards. The boys promise to be equally as tall astheir fathers ; one of them whom we measured was,at eight years of age, four feet one inch; and an-other, at nine years, four feet three inches. Theirsimple food and early habits of exercise give them amuscular power and activity not often surpassed.It is

recorded among the feats of strength whichthese people occasionally evince, that two of thestrongest on the island, George Young and EdwardQuintal, have each carried, at one time, without in-convenience, a kedge anchor, two sledge hammers,and an armourer's anvil, amounting to upwards ofsix hundred weight; and that Quintal, at anothertime, carried a boat twenty-eight feet in length.Their activity on land has been already mentioned.I shall merely give another instance which hasbeen supplied by Lieutenant Belcher, who was ad-mitted to be the most active among the officers onboard, and who did not consider himself behind-hand in such exploits. He offered to accompanyone of the natives down a difficult descent, in spiteof the warnings of his friend that he was unequal tothe task. They, however, commenced the perilousdescent, but Mr. Belcher was obliged to

confess hisinability to proceed, while his companion, perfectlyassured of his own footing, offered him his hand,and undertook to conduct him to the bottom, if hewould depend on him for safety. In the water they



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 126 VOYAGE TO THE are almost as much at home as on land, and canremain nearly a whole day in the sea. They fre-quently swam round their little island, the circuitof which is at the least seven miles. When the seabeat heavily on the island they have plunged intothe breakers, and swam to sea beyond them. Thisthey sometimes did pushing a barrel of water beforethem, when it could be got off in no other way, andin this manner we procured several tons of waterwithout a single cask being stove. Their features are regular and well-looking, with-out being handsome. Their eyes are bright andgenerally hazel, though in one or two instances theyare

blue, and some have white speckles on the iris ;the eyebrows being thin, and rarely meeting. Thenose, somewhat flat, and rather extended at the nos-trils, partakes of the Otaheitan form, as do the lips,which are broad, and strongly sulcated. Their earsare moderately large, and the lobes are invariablyunited to the cheek; they are generally perforatedwhen young, for the reception of flowers, a verycommon custom among the natives of the South SeaIslands. The hair, in the first generation, is, withone exception only, deep black, sometimes curly, butgenerally straight; they allow it to grow long, keepit very clean, and always well supplied with cocoa-nut oil. Whiskers are not common, and the beardsare thin. The teeth are regular and white; but areoften, in the males, disfigured by a deficiency inenamel, and by being deeply furrowed across. Theyhave generally large

heads, elevated in the line of theocciput. A line passed above the eyebrows, over theears, and round the back of the head, in a line withthe occipital spine, including the hair, measured



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              127 twenty-two inches; another, twenty-one inches andthree-quarters ; and in Polly Young, surnamed Big-head, twenty-three inches,—the hair would make adifference of about three-quarters of an inch. Thecoronal region is full; the forehead of good heightand breadth, giving an agreeable openness to thecountenance; the middle of the coronal suture israther raised above the surrounding parts. Theircomplexion, in the first generation, is, in general, adark gipsy hue: there are, however, exceptions tothis; some are fairer, and others, Joseph Christian inparticular, much darker.* The skin of these people,

though in such robusthealth, compared with our own, always felt cold;and their pulses were considerably lower than ours.Mr. Collie examined several of them : in the fore-noon he found George Young's only sixty; threeothers, in the afternoon, after dinner, were sixty-eight, seventy-two, and seventy-six; while those ofthe officers who stood the heat of the climate bestwere above eighty. Constant exposure to the sun,and early training to labour, make these islanderslook at least eight years older than they reallyare. The women are nearly as muscular as the men,and taller than the generality of their sex. PollyYoung, who is not the tallest upon the island, mea-sured five feet nine inches and a half. Accustomedto perform all domestic duties, to provide wood forcooking, which is there a work of some labour, as it * This man was idiotic, and differed so materially from the

othersin colour that he is in all probability the offspring of the men ofcolour who accompanied the mutineers to the island, and who, un-less he be one, have left no progeny.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 128 VOYAGE TO THE must be brought from the hills, and sometimes totill the ground, their strength is in proportion totheir muscularity; and they are no less at home inthe water than the men. The food of the islanders consists almost entirelyof vegetable substances. On particular occasions,such as marriages or christenings, or when visited bya ship, they indulge in pork, fowls, and fish. Al-though, as has already been mentioned, they disco-vered a method of distilling a spirit from the tee-root, the miseries it entailed on them have taughtthem to discontinue the use of it, and to confinethemselves strictly to water, of which, during meals,they partake

freely, but they seldom use it at othertimes. The spirit, which was first distilled byM'Coy, and led to such fatal consequences, bearssome affinity to peat-reekecf whisky. The treatment of their children differs from thatof our own country, as the infant is bathed threetimes a day in cold water, and is sometimes notweaned for three or four years; but as soon as thattakes place it is fed upon " popoe," made with ripeplantains and boiled taro rubbed into a paste. Uponthis simple nourishment children are reared to a morehealthy state than in other countries, and are freefrom fevers and other complaints peculiar to thegreater portion of the world. Mr. Collie remarks inhis journal, that nothing is more extraordinary in thehistory of the island than the uniform good health ofthe children; the teething is easily got over, theyhave no bowel complaints, and are exempt fromthose contagious

diseases which affect children inlarge communities. He offered to vaccinate thechildren as well as all the grown persons; but they *



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 129 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT. deemed the risk of infection to be too small to ren-der that operation necessary. In rainy weather, and after the occasional visits ofvessels, the islanders are more affected with plethoraand boils than at other periods; to the former thewhole population appear to be inclined, but they areusually relieved from its effects by bleeding at thenose; and, without searching for the real cause, theyhave imbibed a belief that these diseases are con-tagious, and derived from a communication withtheir visiters, although there may not be a single caseof the kind on board the ship. The result naturallyleads to such a conclusion;

but a little reflectionought to have satisfied them, that a deviation fromtheir established habits, an unusual indulgence inanimal food, and additional clothing, were of them-selves sufficient to account for the maladies. Theyare, however, unaccustomed to trace effects to latentcauses. Hence they assert, that the Briton left themheadaches and flies; a whaler infected with thescurvy (for which several of her crew pursued theold remedy of burying the people up to the necks inthe earth) left them a legacy of boils and other sores;and though we had no diseases on board the Blos-som, they fully expected to be affected by some cu-taneous disorder after our departure; and even attri-buted some giddiness and headaches that were feltduring our stay to infection from the ship's company. The women have all learned the art of midwifery :parturition generally takes place during the

night-time ; the duration of labour is seldom longer thanfive hours, and has not yet in any case proved fatal.There is no instance of twins, nor of a single miscar-riage, except from accident. VOL. I.                                 K



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 130 VOYAGE TO THE We found upon Pitcairn Island, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit (artocarpus incisa), plantains (musa paradaisa-ca), bananas (musa sapientum), water-melons (cucur-bita citrullus), pumpkins [cucurbita pepo), potatoes(solatium esculentum), sweet potatoes (convolvulus ba-tatas), yams (dioscoria sativum), taro (caladium escu-lentum), peas, yappai* (arum costatnm), sugar-cane,ginger, turmeric, tobacco, tee-plant* (draccena ter-minalis), doodoe* (aleurites triloba), nono* (morindacitrofolia), another species of morinda, parau* (hibis-cus tiliaceus), fowtoo* (hibiscus tricuspis), the cloth-tree (broussonetia papyrifera), pawa'lla* (pandanusodoratissimus ?),

toonena* (?), and banyan-tree. Aspecies of metrosideros, and several species of ferns. The first twelve of these form the principal foodof the inhabitants. The sugar-cane is sparingly cul-tivated ; they extract from it a juice which is usedto flavour the tea of such as are ill, by pounding thecane, and boiling it with a little ginger and cocoa-nut grated into a pulp, as a substitute for milk. Inthis manner a pleasant beverage is produced. The tee-plant is very extensively cultivated. Itsleaves, which are broad and oblong, are the commonfood of hogs and goats, and serve the natives forwrappers in their cooking. The root affords a verysaccharine liquor, resembling molasses, which is ob-tained by baking in the ground; it requires two orthree years after it is planted to arrive at the propersize for use, being then about two inches and a halfin diameter; it is long, fusiform, and beset withfibres: from this

root they also make a tea, whichwhen flavoured with ginger is not unpleasant. The * Native names.—A more correct account of the botany will bepublished by Dr. Hooker, Professor of Botany, &c. of Glasgow. *



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              131 doodoe is a large tree, with a handsome blossom, andsupplies ornaments for the ears and hair, and nutscontaining a considerable quantity of oil, which, by-being strung upon sticks, serve the purpose of can-dles. The porou and fowtoo are trees which supplythem with fishing-lines, rope, and cord of all sorts.The tree is stripped of the bark while the sap is infull circulation, and dried; a fibrous substance isthen procured from it, which is twisted for use; butit is not strong, and is very perishable. The cloth-tree is pre-eminently useful; and here,as in all places in the South-Seas where it grows,supplies the natives with

clothing. The mannerin which the cloth is manufactured has been fre-quently described, and needs no repetition. Thereis, however, a fashion in the beater, some preferringa broad, others a very closely ribbed garment; forwhich purpose they have several of these instru-ments with large and small grooves. If the cloth isrequired to be brown, the inner bark of which thecloth is made is wrapped in banana leaves, and putaside for about four days; it is then beaten into athick doughy substance, and again left till ferment-ation is about to take place, when it is taken out,and finally beat into a garment both lengthwise andacross. The colour thus produced is of a deep red-dish brown hue. The pieces are generally suffi-ciently large to wrap round the whole body, butthey are sometimes divided. The toonena is a large tree, from which theirhouses and canoes are made. It is a hard, heavy,red-

coloured wood, and grows on the upper parts ofthe island. There was formerly a great abundanceof this wood, but it is now become so scarce as to K 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 132 VOYAGE TO THE require considerable search and labour to find suffi-cient to construct a house. The young trees havethriven but partially, arriving at a certain growth,and then stopping. A tree of this kind, which wasthe largest in the island, measured, at the time ofour visit, twelve feet in circumference ; another wasnine feet seven and a half inches in girth, at fivefeet from the root; its trunk grew to the heightof thirty feet, perfectly straight, and withoutbranching. The banyan is one of those large spreading treescommon in India. Nature has been so provident tothis island that there are very few trees in it whichcannot be tvirned to account in some way, and

thistree, though it yields no fruit, and produces woodso hard and heavy as to be unserviceable, still con-tributes to the assistance of the islanders, by sup-plying them with a resin for the seams of theirboats, &c. This useful substance is procured byperforating the bark of the tree, and extracting theliquor which exudes through the aperture. We saw dyes of three colours only in PitcairnIsland, yellow, red, and brown. The yellow is pro-cured from the inner bark of the root of the nonotree (morinda citrifolia), and also from the root of aspecies of ginger. We did not see this plant grow-ing, but it was described as having leaves broaderand longer than the common ginger, a thicker rootin proportion to its length, a darker hue, and not sotubercular. The red dye is procured from the in-ner bark of the doodoe tree, and may have its inten-sity varied by more or less exposure to the rays ofthe sun

while drying. These dyes are well coloured,but for want of proper mordants the natives cannot i



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              133 fix them, and they must be renewed every time thelinen is washed. The method of producing thebrown dye has already been described. The temperate climate of Pitcairn Island is ex-tremely favourable to vegetation, and agriculture isattended with comparatively light labour. But asthe population is increasing, and wants are generatedwhich were before unthought of, the natives find itnecessary to improve their mode of culture; and forthis purpose they make use of sea-weed as manure.They grow but one crop in a year of each kind.The time of taking up the yams, &c. is about April.The land is not allowed time to

recover itself, but isplanted again immediately. Experience has enabledthem to estimate, with tolerable precision, the quan-tity that will be required for the annual consump-tion of the island; this they reckon at 1000 yamsto each person. The other roots, being consideredmore as luxuries, are cultivated in irregular quanti-ties. The failure of a crop, so exactly estimated,must of course prove of serious consequence to thecolony, and much anxiety is occasionally felt as theseason approaches for gathering it. At times coldsouth-westerly winds nip the young plants, and turnsuch as are exposed to them quite black: duringour visit several plantations near the sea-coast wereaffected in this manner. At other times caterpillarsprove a great source of annoyance. The yam is reproduced in the same manner aspotatoes in England. The taro (caladium esculentum)requires either a young shoot to

be broken off andplanted, or the stem to be removed from theroot, and planted after the manner of raising pine-apples. The yappe is a root very similar to the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 134                          VOYAGE TO THE taro, and is treated in the same manner. All theabove-mentioned farinaceous roots thrive extremelywell in Pitcairn Island; but this is not the casewith English potatoes, which cannot be broughteven to a moderate growth. Peas and beans yieldbut very scanty crops, the soil being probably toodry for them, and are rarely seen at the repasts ofthe natives. Onions, so universally dispersed overthe globe, cannot be made to thrive here. Pump-kins and water-melons bear exceedingly well, butthe bread-fruit, from some recent cause, is beginningto give very scanty crops. This failure Adams at-tributes to some trees being cut down, that

pro-tected them from the cold winds, which is not im-probable ; for at Otaheite, where the trees are ex-posed to the south-west winds, the crops are veryindifferent. Having given this short sketch of the soil andvegetation of the island, I shall add a few words onthe climate and winds. The island is situated just without the regularlimit of the trade-winds, which, however, sometimesreach it. When this is the case, the weather isgenerally fine and settled. The south-west andnorth-west winds, which blow strong and bringheavy rains, are the chief interruptions to this se-renity. Though they have a rainy season, it is notso limited or decided as in places more within theinfluence of the trade-winds. During the period ofour visit, from the 5th of December to the 21st, wehad strong breezes from N. E. to S. E., with thesky overcast. The wind then shifted to N. W.,and brought a great deal of rain:

though in theheight of summer, we had scarcely a fine day during our stay.»



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. 135 The temperature of the island during the above c"yp'period was 70^°. On shore the range from nine a. m. v-~y^to three p. m. was 76° to 80°: on board at the same 1825.time from 74° to 76°. Taking the difference be-tween these comparisons, we may place the meantemperature on shore for the above-mentioned pe-riod at 76^°. In the winter the south-westerlywinds blow very cold, and even snow has beenknown to fall. The number of persons on Pitcairn Island inDecember, 1825, amounted to sixty-six, and for theinformation of such as may be disposed to give theirparticular attention to such an inquiry, I subjoina notice of

the population from the period of its firstestablishment on the island. Males.                  Females. The first settlers consisted of . . \ , ,' ' (coloured .6 12 27 Total.                                   15 12 white . . 6          0 6          0 . by accident . . . white . . 1          3 died a natural death......1          3 Of these 1 went away.                   Total deaths 14          6 T 5 on the island were } The children of the white settlers (the men of 1 10 10colour having left none)......) Their grandchildren.........22 15 Recent settlers..........        2          0 Child of one of them........1          0 66 present population.                    36 30 The total number of children left by the white settlers was four-teen, of whom two died a natural death ; one was seized with fits,to which he was subject, while in the water, and was drowned ; and



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 136                              VOYAGE TO THE one was killed by accident, leaving ten, as above. Of the grand-children, or second generation, there was also another male whodied an accidental death. There have, therefore, been sixty-twobirths in the period of thirty-five years, from the 23d January, 1790,to the 23d December, 1825, and only two natural deaths. In a climate so temperate, with but few probabili-ties of infection, with simple diet, cleanly habits,moderate exercise, and a cheerful disposition, it wasto be expected that early mortality would be of rareoccurrence; and accordingly we find in this smallcommunity that the difference in the proportion ofdeaths to

births is more striking than even in themost healthy European nations. ?



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              137 CHAPTER V. Visit Oeno Island—Description of it—Loss of a Boat and oneSeaman—Narrow escape of the Crew—Crescent Island—GambierGroupe—Visited by Natives on Rafts—Discover a Passage intothe Lagoon—Ship enters—Interview with the Natives—Anchoroff two Streams of Water—Visited by the Natives—Theft—Communication with them suspended—Morai—Manner of pre-serving the Dead—Idols and Places of Worship. As soon as Adams and his party left us we spread chap.every sail in the prosecution of our voyage, and to v—-^increase our distance from a climate in which we ,^*had scarcely

had the decks dry for sixteen days;but the winds were so light and unfavourable, thaton the following morning Pitcairn Island was stillin sight. The weather was hazy and moist, and theisland was overhung with dense clouds, which thehigh lands seemed to attract, leaving no doubt withus of a continuation of the weather we had experi-enced while there. At night there was continuedlightning in this direction. Several birds of thepelican tribe (pelicanus leucocephalus) settled uponthe masts and allowed themselves to be taken bythe seamen. About ninety miles to the northward of PitcairnIsland there is a coral formation, which has been



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 138 VOYAGE TO THE named Oeno Island, after a whale-ship, whose mastersupposed it had not before been seen ; but the disco-very belongs to Mr. Henderson of the Hercules.It is so low that it can be discerned at only a veryfew miles distance, and is highly dangerous to anight navigation. As this was the next island I in-tended to visit, every effort was made to get up toit; and at one o'clock in the afternoon of the 23dDecember it was seen a little to leeward of us. Wehad not time to examine it that evening, but on thefollowing morning we passed close to the reefs inthe ship, in order to overlook the lagoon that wasformed within them, and to search

narrowly for anopening into it. While the ship took one side ofthe island, the barge closely examined the other,and we soon found that the lagoon was completelysurrounded by the reef. Near the centre of it therewas a small island covered with shrubs; and to-wards the northern extremity, two sandy islets afew feet above the water. The lagoon was in placesfordable as far as the wooded island; but, in otherparts, it appeared to be two or three fathoms deep.The reef is entirely of coral formation, similar toDucie's Island, and has deep water all round it.Just clear of the breakers there are three or fourfathoms water; the next cast finds thirteen fathoms;then follow rapidly thirty fathoms, sixty fathoms,and no bottom at a hundred fathoms. We foundthe south-western part of the reef the highest, andthe lagoon in that direction nearly filled up as faras the island with growing coral. There

were, ofcourse, no inhabitants upon so small a spot; norshould we have been able to communicate had therebeen any, in consequence of a surf rolling heavily »



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              139 over all parts of the reef, and with such unequalviolence that the treacherous smoothness would onemoment tempt a landing, while the next wave, aswe unfortunately experienced, would prove fatal toany boat that should hazard it. Lieutenant Belcher was sent to ascertain thedepth of water round the island, with permission toland if unattended with danger ; and Mr. Collie ac-companied him, Mr. Barlow being midshipman ofthe boat. Pulling round the island, they came to aplace where the sea appeared tolerably smooth, andwhere in the opinion of the officers a landing mightbe effected. The boat was

accordingly anchored,and Messrs. Belcher and Collie prepared to land, byveering the boat into the surf, and jumping uponthe reef. They had half filled two life-preservers,with which they were provided, when Mr. Belcherobserved a heavy roller rising outside the boat, anddesired the crew to pull and meet it, which wasdone, and successfully passed ; but a second rose stillhigher, and came with such violence that the sittersin the stern of the boat were thrown into the sea; athird of still greater force carried all before it, upsetthe boat, and rolled her over upon the reef, whereshe was ultimately broken to pieces. Mr. Belcherhad a narrow escape, the boat being thrown upon him,the gunwale resting upon his neck and keeping himdown; but the next sea extricated him, and hewent to the assistance of his companions; all ofwhom were fortunately got upon the reef, exceptone young

lad, who probably became entangled withthe coral, and was drowned. The accident was im-mediately perceived_from the ship, and all the boatssent to the assistance of the survivors. But the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 140 VOYAGE TO THE surf rolled so furiously upon the shore as to occa-sion much anxiety about rescuing them. At last asmall raft was constructed, and Lieutenant Wain-wright finding no other means of getting a line tothem, boldly jumped overboard, with a lead-line inhis hand, and suffered himself to be thrown uponthe reef. By this contrivance all the people weregot off, one by one, though severely bruised andwounded by the coral and spines of the echini. Mr. Belcher had here another escape, by beingwashed off the raft, his trousers getting entangled inthe coral at the bottom of a deep chasm. Fortu-nately they gave way, and he rose to the surface,and

by great effort swam through the breakers.Lieutenant Wainwright was the last that was hauledoff. To this young officer the greatest praise is duefor his bravery and exertions throughout. But forhis resolution, it is very doubtful whether the partywould have been relieved from their perilous situ-ation, as the tide was rising, and the surf upon thereef momentarily increasing. In the evening wemade sail to the westward, and on the 27th sawCrescent Island ; and shortly afterwards the highland of Gambier's groupe. Both these islands were discovered by Mr. Wilsonduring a missionary voyage, but he had no com-munication with the natives. The first was sonamed in consequence of its supposed form ; but infact it more nearly resembles an oblong. It is exactlythree miles and a half in length, and one and a halfin width, and of similar formation to Oeno andDucie's Islands. It consists

of a strip of coral abouta hundred yards or less in width, having the sea onone side and a lagoon on the other. Its general
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEEING'S STRAIT.                141 height is two feet above the water. Upon this stripseveral small islands, covered with trees, have theirfoundation. The soil, where highest, reaches justsix feet above the sea ; and the tops of the trees aretwenty feet higher. We saw about forty nakedinhabitants upon this small spot; but from the mast-head of the boat, which overlooked the land, couldperceive no cultivation ; and there were no fruit-trees upon the island but the pandanus, which hasnot been mentioned in any voyage that I am ac-quainted with as constituting a food for the nativesof these seas : indeed, from the fibrous nat ure of thenut it

bears, it did not appear to us possible thatit could be serviceable as food. We were, conse-quently, curious to know upon what the nativessubsisted, independently of the shell-fish which thereefs supplied ; but nothing occurred to satisfy uson that head. The surf was too high for the boatsto land, and our only communication was by signsand an exchange of sentences unintelligible on bothsides. Upon the angles of the island there were threesquare stone huts, about six feet high, with a dooronly to each ; they did not appear to be dwelling-houses, and were probably places of interment orof worship. Several sheds thatched with the boughsof trees, some open on one side only and others onboth, which were seen on different parts of theisland, were more appropriate residences in such aclimate. The natives were tall and well made, with thickblack hair and beards, and

were very much tattooed.Their signs intimated a disposition to be friendly,and an invitation to land, which we could not do ;



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 142                           VOYAGE TO THE but none of them ventured to swim off to the boats,probably on account of the sharks, which were verynumerous. We quitted Crescent Island at day-light on the29th, and about noon the same day were close offGambier's groupe. Several of these islands had afertile appearance, especially the largest, on which issituated the peak we had seen the day before, andwhich Mr. Wilson, in passing to the northwardof the groupe, named Mount Duff. It was probable,that among these islands we should find a stream ofwater from which our stock might be replenished,provided an opening through the reef which sur-

rounds the volcanic islands could be found; and as itwas of the highest importance that our wants in thisrespect should be supplied, I determined closely toexamine every part of the groupe for an entrance ;for in the event of not being so fortunate as to suc-ceed here, it would be necessary to alter the plan ofoperations, and proceed direct to Otaheite, the onlyplace where a supply of that indispensable articlecould be depended upon. On approaching the island,with the ship, we were gratified by perceiving thatthe coral chain, which to the northward was abovewater, and covered with trees, to the southwarddipped beneath it; and though the reef could betraced by the light blue-coloured sea, still it mightbe sufficiently covered to admit of the ship passingover it, and finding an anchorage in the lagoon. Aswe were putting off from the ship in the boats tomake this interesting

inquiry, several small vesselsunder sail were observed bearing down to us. Whenthey approached we found they were large katama-rans or rafts, carrying from sixteen to twenty men



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               143 each. At first several of them were fastened to-gether, and constituted a large platform, capable ofholding nearly a hundred persons ; but before theycame near enough to communicate they separated,furled their sails, and took to their paddles, of whichthere were about twelve to each raft. We weremuch pleased with the manner of lowering theirmatting sail, diverging on different courses, andworking their paddles, in the use of which they hadgreat power, and were well skilled, plying themtogether, or, to use a nautical phrase, keeping stroke.They had no other weapons but long poles ; andwere

quite naked, with the exception of a bananaleaf cut into strips, and tied about their loins, andone or two persons who wore white turbans. Theirtimidity in approaching both the ship and the bargewas immediately apparent; but they had no objec-tion to any of the small boats ; which they wereprobably aware they could, if necessary, easily upsetwhen within their reach ; and, indeed, it requiredconsiderable caution to prevent such an occurrence,not from any malicious intention on the part of thenatives, but from their thoughtlessness and inquisi-tiveness. I approached them in the gig, and gavethem several presents, for which, they in return,threw us some bundles of paste tied up in largeleaves. Not knowing at first what it was, I caughtit in my arms, and was overpowered with an odourthat made me drop it instantly. They made signsthat it was to be eaten, and we

afterwards found itwas the common food of the natives. It was whatis called mahie at the Marquesas, but with a highergout than I ever heard that article possessed in thoseislands, and very much resembled the first opening of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 144 VOYAGE TO THE a cask of sour krout, though considerably more over-powering. We soon perceived they had a previousknowledge of iron, but they had no idea of the use ofa musket. When one was presented to induce themto desist from their riotous conduct, instead of evad-ing the direction of the fatal charge, they approachedit; and imagining the gun was offered to them, theyinnocently held out their hands to accept it. Beforewe came close to them, they tempted us with cocoa-nuts and roots, performed ludicrous dances, and in-vited our approach ; but as soon as we were withinreach, the scene was changed to noise and

confusion.They seized the boat by the gunwale, endeavouredto steal every thing that was loose, and demandedwhatever we held in our hand, without seeming inthe least disposed to give any thing of their own inreturn. At length some of them grasped the boat'syoke, which was made of copper, and others therudder, which produced a scuffle, and obliged me tofire my gun over their heads. Upon the discharge,all but four instantly plunged into the sea; butthese, though for a moment motionless with astonish-ment, held firmly by the rudder, until they wererejoined by their companions, and then forciblymade it their prize. We could only have preventedthis by the use of fire-arms, but I did not choose toresort to such a measure for so trifling an end, espe-cially as the barge was approaching, and afforded themost likely means of recovering our loss withoutthe sacrifice

of life on their part, or the risk of beingupset on our own. As I intended to remain somedays at these islands, I wished by all means to avoida conflict; at the same time it was essential to ourfuture tranquillity to show a resolution to resist such



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              145 unwarrantable conduct, and to convince them of ourdetermination to enforce a respect of property. Assoon, therefore, as we were joined by the barge, wegrappled the raft that contained our rudder; onwhich the greater part of the natives again threwthemselves into the sea; but those who remainedappeared determined to resist our attack, and endea-voured to push the boat off. Finding, however, theycould not readily do this, a man whose long beard waswhite with age, offered us the disputed article, andwe were on the point of receiving it, which wouldhave put an end to all strife, when one of thenatives

disengaged the raft, and she went astern.Again free, the rudder was replaced on the raft, andthe swimmers regained their station. They werefollowed by the gig and jolly boat, and a short skir-mish ensued, in which Mr. Elson fell. The boat'screw imagining him hurt, and seeing the man hehad been engaged with aiming another blow at him,fired and wounded his assailant in the shoulder.The man fell upon the raft, and his companions,alarmed, threw the rudder into the sea and jumpedoverboard. As this man took a very leading part,he was probably a chief. No other wound was in-flicted, nor did this happen before it was merited;for our forbearance had extended even beyond thebounds of prudence; and had less been evinced, weshould sooner have gained our point, and probablyhave stood higher in the estimation of our antago-nists. After this rencontre, some of the rafts

againpaddled towards us, and waved pieces of white cloth ;but the evening being far spent, and anxious to findanchorage for the ship, I proceeded to examine theislands. We passed the bar, formed by the chain VOL. I.                                 L
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 146                           VOYAGE TO THE :I^P- before mentioned dipping under water, in five,*-v—-1 seven, and eight fathoms over a rugged coral bot-1825. torn, and entered the lagoon, gradually deepeningthe water to twenty-five fathoms. There was a con-siderable swell upon the shallow part of the reef, butwithin it the water was quite smooth. The firstisland we approached had a bay formed at its easternangle, where the ship might ride in safety withalmost all winds. Night coming on, we anchoredthe boat upon the bar, and caught a large quantityof fish, consisting of several sorts of perca (vittata,maculata), a labrus, and many small sharks. Afterdaylight we

returned to the ship, and in the eveninganchored in the spot we had selected the day before.As we entered the bay, the natives were observedcollected upon a low point, at one extremity of it,hallooing, and waving pieces of white cloth. Almostall of them had long poles, either pointed or tippedwith bone. Some had mats thrown over their shoul-ders, and their heads and loins covered with bananaleaves cut into strips. They were much startled atthe noise occasioned by letting go the anchor, and atthe chain-cable running out, and gazed intently atthe different evolutions necessary to be gone throughin bringing the ship to an anchor, in furling sails, &c.No person came on board that night; but day-light had scarcely dawned when one of the nativespaddled off to the ship upon a small katamaran : hewas quite naked, and had only a pole and a paddleon the raft. For a considerable time

he hesitated tocome alongside; but on our assuring him, in theOtaheitan language, we were his friends, he was per-suaded to make the attempt. After a little furtherconciliation he made his raft fast by a rope that was



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 147 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. thrown to him, and ascended the side of the ship, chap.striking her several times with his fist, and examin- w-v^<ing her at every step. His surprise on reaching the 182C5'deck was beyond all description ; he danced, capered,and threw himself into a variety of attitudes, accom-panying them with vehement exclamations; andentered into conversation with every person, notsuspecting that his language was unintelligible; andwas so astonished at all he saw that his attentionwandered from object to object without intermission.He very willingly accepted every present that wasoffered him; and having satisfied himself of

ourfriendly disposition, hastened on shore to his compa-nions, who were collected in great numbers upon thelow point, anxiously awaiting his return. The re-port which he gave was undoubtedly of a favourablenature, as several katamarans, laden with visiters,immediately pushed off, and came fearlessly along-side. The decks were soon crowded with delighted spec-tators, wondering at every thing they beheld, andexpressing their feelings by ludicrous gestures. Thelargest objects, such as the guns and spars, greatlyattracted their attention: they endeavoured to liftthem, with a view, no doubt, of bundling them over-board ; but finding they could not be moved, thesmaller articles became the more immediate subjectsof curiosity and desire, and it required a vigilantwatch to prevent their being carried off. They werepleased with many articles that were shown them;but nothing made

them so completely happy as thesight of two dogs that we had on board. The largestof these, of the Newfoundland breed, was big andsurly enough to take care of himself; but the other, l 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 148                             VOYAGE TO THE a terrier, was snatched up by one of the natives, andwas so much the object of his solicitation that it wasonly by force he was prevented carrying him away.To people who had never seen any quadruped beforebut a rat, so large an animal as a Newfoundland dog,and that perfectly domesticated and obedient to hismaster, naturally excited intense curiosity, and thegreat desire of these people to possess themselves ofit is not to be wondered at. Had there been a femaledog on board, they certainly should have had themboth; but one would have been of no use, except,probably, to furnish a meal, which is the fate of allthe

rats they can catch. One of the rafts that came off to the ship, a small-er one than any of the others, brought a person ofsuperior appearance; his complexion was muchfairer than that of his countrymen, and his skinbeautifully tattooed; his features were of the trueAsiatic character : he had long black mustaches andhair, and wore a light turban, which gave himaltogether the appearance of a descendant of Ishmael.It was natural to infer that this was a person of someauthority; for as yet we had seen no distinctionwhatever between our visiters, except that somewere more unruly than others; but we found wewere mistaken: he mingled indiscriminately withhis companions, and was deficient in those littlepoints which are inseparable from a person accus-tomed to command. Indeed, by the total disregardthey paid to each other, as also to every person inthe ship, we might have

concluded that our visiterswere ignorant of any distinctions in society. Among the many katamarans that came off, notone of them brought any articles to give or sell,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              149 which did not argue much in favour of the suppliesof the place, or the good will of the islanders. Agreen banana, lying upon one of the rafts, was theonly eatable thing among them, excepting someboiled tee-root, and bundles of that execrable paste,which they had provided for their own breakfast.Almost all our visiters were naked, with the excep-tion of a girdle made of a banana leaf, cut into strips,which by no means answered our idea of the in-tended purpose. Maros were worn only by theaged, and instead of them ligatures of straw wereapplied in the manner described at St. Christina andNukahiwa.* The

average height of the islanderswas five feet nine ; they were, generally speaking,well made, their limbs round, without being muscu-lar, and their figure upright and flexible. Tattoo-ing was very extensively practised, in which respect,as also in the arrangement of the lines, they againreminded us of the Marquesans. This general prac-tice in the South Seas, when judiciously executed,besides having its useful effects, is highly ornamental.In the Gambier Islanders there is a greater dis-play of taste than I have seen or heard of anywhereelse, not excepting the Marquesans : but the Nuka-hiwers, as well as the Otaheitans and others, attendprincipally to device ; whereas the Gambier Island-ers dispose the lines so as materially to improve thefigure, particularly about the waist, which, at a littledistance, has the appearance of being much smallerthan it really is. Whether this has been

accidentalor designed we had no opportunity of learning.The number of visiters on board was considera- * Krusenstern's Embassy to Japan, 4to.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 150 VOYAGE TO THE chap, ble ; yet there was very little to interest us beyond—v-w the first gratification of our curiosity. They wereu)25 so engrossed by their own efforts to purloin some ofthe many things which they saw, that it was im-possible to engage their attention in other matters.It was besides necessary to keep so strict a watchover the stores of the ship, and their conduct was sonoisy and importunate, that our desire for theircompany was hourly lessened, and we were notsorry when, on preparing the boats to land, we sawthe rafts put off from the ship, and every man uponour decks throw himself into the sea and swimashore. On approaching the beach,

we found the coralanimals had reared their structure all round theisland, and had brought it so near to the surfacethat the large boats could not come within two hun-dred yards of the landing-place, and the smallerones could approach only by intricate windings be-tween the rocks. The natives were very numerous upon the shore,the usual population being greatly increased byparties which curiosity had brought from the otherislands. The women and children at first formedpart of the noisy multitude, all of whom were cla-morous for us to effect a landing; but the femalesshortly retired out of sight, and the men formedthemselves into two lines, and ceremoniously pro-ceeded to a place where their katamarans usuallydisembarked, humming in chorus a sullen tune notdevoid of harmony. Some of them seeing we weregreatly impeded by the coral rocks, waded out andlaid hold of the

boats, while others pushed off uponrafts, and attempted to drag us in, by fixing their



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               151 poles under the seats of the boat, and pressing uponthe gunwale as a fulcrum; an ingenious contrivance,from which we found it difficult to free ourselves,especially as the poles were very large. Others,again, prepared cords to fasten the boats to theirraft, unconscious of our possessing any instrumentsufficiently sharp to disengage them. In short, theywere determined we should land ; but as I did notlike the place, and as their conduct appeared to be arepetition of what we had experienced outside theharbour, we disappointed their expectations, andwent to the next island. We were there joined by some of our

visiters whohad been on board the ship, who reminded us of ourformer acquaintance, and greeted us with a heartyrub of their noses against ours. This salutation, itwas thought by some of us, sealed a friendship be-tween the parties; but we had not sufficient op-portunity of ascertaining whether it was consideredinviolable. The manner of effecting this friendlycompact is worthy of description. The lips aredrawn inward between the teeth, the nostrils aredistended, and the lungs are widely inflated; withthis preparation, the face is pushed forward, thenoses brought into contact, and the ceremony con-cludes with a hearty rub, and a vehement exclama-tion or grunt: and in proportion to the warmth offeeling, the more ardent and disagreeable is thesalutation. Finding, from communication with our friends,that water was to be had at Mount Duff, we quittedthem and crossed to that point,

where we had thesatisfaction to see two streams trickling down thesides of the hill, either of them sufficiently ample for



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 152 VOYAGE TO THE our purpose, and so situated that the ship could, ifnecessary, be placed near enough to cover the partiessent to procure it. This gratifying discovery was ofthe greatest importance, and the ship was imme-diately removed to a convenient spot opposite theplace. We were late getting across the lagoon from ourfirst anchorage, in consequence of the necessity ofproceeding with the utmost caution to preventstriking upon rocks of coral, which were nume-rous, and in some instances rose from twenty-eight fathoms to within twelve feet of the surface;so that it was dark before the sails were furled, andwe had no communication with the natives

thatnight. One man only, probably by way of ascer-taining whether we kept watch, paddled silently offupon a small katamaran ; but on being hailed, wentquietly away. At daylight, the shore opposite theship was lined with the natives, and katamaranscommenced coming off to her laden with visiters,who, encouraged by their former reception, fear-lessly ascended the side, and in a short time socrowded the decks, that the necessary duties of thecrew were suspended. Their surprise was, if pos-sible, greater than that of the other islanders; butit did not appear to be excited by any particularobject. It is said that as a people become civilized, theircuriosity increases. Here, however, it was excitedmore from a desire to ascertain what was capable ofbeing pilfered than from any thirst for knowledge.Through this propensity, every thing underwent arigid examination. We had taken the

precautionto put all the moveable articles that could be spared



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STARIT.              153 below, and nothing was stolen from the upperdecks; but in the midshipmen's berth, things hadnot been so carefully secreted, and a soup-tureen, aspyglass, and some crockery were soon missing; theformer was detected going over the side, and one ofthe tea-cups was observed in the possession of aperson swimming away from the ship. This affordeda favourable opportunity of showing our determina-tion to resist all such depredations; and indeed itwas absolutely necessary to do so, as every personappeared to consider he had a right to whatever hecould carry away with him; and the number of ourvisiters

amounted to double that of our own crew,so that it was impossible to watch every one ofthem. Besides, this conduct, if not checked in time,might lead to serious consequences, which I wishedby every means to avoid. One of our small boatswas consequently sent in pursuit of the thief, whowas swimming at a considerable rate towards a raftwith his prize in his hand. His countrymen, ob-serving that he was pursued, would not permit himto mingle with them, lest they should participate inthe blame; but he eluded detection by diving un-derneath their rafts, until he became exhausted,when he threw the cup to the bowman of the boat,and made his escape. Immediately the boat wassent off, all the rafts left the ship, and every manupon the decks jumped overboard as if by instinct;but when tranquillity was restored, they returnedfor fresh plunder. The rapidity with which thenews of a

theft spreads among such a communityhas been noticed by Captain Cook, and here it wasno less remarkable. I determined, since the main deck was cleared,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 154                           VOYAGE TO THE that it should be kept so, and placed a marine ateach of the ladders; but as the natives tried everymethod to elude their vigilance, the sentinels had anarduous task to perform, and disturbances must in-evitably have arisen in the execution of their ordershad it not been for our Newfoundland dog. It for-tunately happened that this animal had taken a dis-like to our visiters, and the deck being cleared, heinstinctively placed himself at the foot of the lad-der, and in conjunction with the little terrier, whodid not forget his perilous hug of the day before,most effectually accomplished our wishes. The na-tives, who had

never seen a dog before, were in thegreatest terror of them; and Neptune's bark wassoon found to be more efficacious than the point ofa sentry's bayonet, and much less likely to lead toserious disturbances. Besides, his activity clearedthe whole of the main deck at once, and suppliedthe place of all the sentinels. The natives appliedthe name of boa to him, a word which in the Ota-heitan language properly signifies a hog. But itmay be observed that boa is applied equally to abull, or to a horse, which they call boa-afae-taata,(literally, man-carrying pig), or to all foreign qua-drupeds. Upon one of the rafts which came alongside therewas an elderly man with a grey beard, dressed inwhite cloth. The paddles of his raft were of supe-rior workmanship to the others, and had the ex-tremity of the handle ornamented with a neatlycarved human hand. He carried a long staff ofhard

black wood, finely polished, widened at oneend like a chisel. But though he was thus distin-guished, he exercised no authority over his unruly



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND DEERING'S STRAIT.                155 countrymen. Several of the people upon the raftshad provided themselves with food, which consistedof boiled root of the tee-plant, of pearl oysters, andthe sour pudding before mentioned. We endea-voured to tempt them to taste some of our food;which they willingly accepted, but declined to par-take of it, and placed it upon the raft, with nails,rags, and whatever else they had collected. A pieceof corned beef that was given them passed fromhand to hand with repeated looks of inquiry, untilit was at last deposited in the general heap. Itook some pains to explain to them it was nothuman flesh, which

they in all probability at firstimagined it to be; and from their behaviour onthe occasion I think it quite certain they are notcannibals. As the curiosity of one party of our visiters be-came satisfied, they quitted the ship, and others sup-plied their place. One of these favoured us with asong, which commenced with a droning noise, thewords of which we could not distinguish ; theythen gave three shouts, to which succeeded a shortrecitation, followed by the droning chorus andshouts as before. In this manner the song proceed-ed, each recitation differing from the former, untilthree shouts, louder than the others, announced thefinale. The singers arranged themselves in a semi-circle round the hatchway, and during the per-formance pointed to the different parts of the ship,to which their song was undoubtedly applicable;but it was impossible to say in what way, though Ihave

every reason to believe it was of a friendlynature. While the decks were so crowded with visiters,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 156 VOYAGE TO THE the duty of watering the ship could not be carriedon, and it was of the greatest consequence that itshould be got through speedily, as the boats wererequired to survey the group, upon which I couldnot bestow many days. My hope was, that the na-tives would quit us as their curiosity became satis-fied, especially as they had nothing to barter, exceptsome sour paste, which, being extremely unpalatableto every one on board, was not marketable. Afterbreakfast, two small boats,' the only ones we had inrepair, were equipped for landing, and the bargewas ordered to be in attendance; for though therewas every reason to

expect a friendly reception, yetin a country where the language is not understood,and among a barbarous people, whose principal aimis plunder, it is extremely difficult to avoid disputes,especially when the force to which they are opposedis greatly inferior to their own. We felt the lossof the cutter at this moment, as she was a boat somuch better calculated for the service we had toperform than the gig or whale-boat. As we had anticipated, the boats had no soonerput off from the ship, than all the natives quittedher as before, and joined their companions on shore,who were assembled in a wood skirting the beach.At the approach of the boats, there was much bustleamong the trees; every one appeared to be arminghimself, and many who had long poles broke themin halves to supply those who had none. Thesepreparations made it necessary to be cautious

howthe boats were placed in their power, as they weresmall, and easily upset, and the natives very nume-rous. We found the shore, as at the other island,surrounded by coral rocks, upon which the boats



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             157 grounded about two hundred yards from the beach,and they could not advance without imminent dan-ger of being stove. The natives, whose rafts drewso little water that they could be floated over theseimpediments, could not understand our motives indelaying, or searching for any other place than thatto which they had been accustomed, and kept con-tinually vociferating " Ho-my ! Ho-my !" It wasnatural that they, ignorant of the cause, should sup-pose we had other things in view than that of land-ing ; and one of them who had received a bottle asa present from some of our people, imagining

we werecome in .search of it, ran into the water as far as hecould, holding it up at arm's length, and when hecould advance no farther, threw it towards the boat,and, in spite of our signs for him to keep it, he fol-lowed the boats, and kept throwing the bottle to-wards us, until he found it was of no use. A short distance below the place where the multi-tude were assembled, the rocks admitted a freer ac-cess to the shore than above, and we effected a landing. Directly the boats touched the beach, one of thenatives who was near them took off his turban andwaved it to his countrymen, who instantly answeredthe signal with a shout, and rushed towards thespot. The foremost of their party stopped within ashort distance of us until the crowd came up to him,and then advanced and saluted Mr. Belcher, whowas unarmed, by rubbing noses. Observing therewas some

distrust of a fowling-piece which I held inmy hand, I placed it against a rock for an instantamong our own party, while I advanced a step tosalute a person who appeared to be the leading manof the islanders. The opportunity this afforded the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 158 VOYAGE TO THE chap, natives of indulging their favourite propensity was—v--—' not overlooked ; and one of them, regardless of all1325. risk, thrust himself between our people, snatchedup the gun, and, mingling with the mob with thegreatest adroitness, succeeded in making his escape.The crowd instantly fled into the wood, and alongthe beach, but shortly rallied, and with loud shoutsadvanced upon us, until the discharge of a carronadefrom the barge, which was fortunately near, putthem to flight. The man ,who had sealed the com-pact of friendship, if so indeed it be, by rubbingnoses, sat quietly upon a large stone close to us dur-ing

this affair, as if he relied upon the pledge thathad been given for his security. It would havebeen treacherous, and perhaps pregnant with seri-ous evils to them and to ourselves, had any violencebeen offered, or any thing done that might appearlike an infringement of this understanding, or Ishould certainly have detained his person, in thehope of the gun being returned. As it was, I allow-ed him to go quietly away. The boats were at this time unavoidably veryawkwardly situated, by being aground upon therocks, and in a situation from which it would havebeen extremelv difficult to extricate them, had a de-termined attack been made by the natives. Theconsequences in that case would have been veryserious; though their weapons consisted only oflong poles and bone-headed spears, yet they weresufficiently powerful, from their numbers alone, tohave rendered the

most determined defence on ourpart doubtful. As soon as we were free, we followed the nativesalong the beach, approaching them, whenever the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              159 rocks would allow, to offer terms of reconciliation;but our overtures were answered only by showersof stones. This conduct, which we now began tothink was only a part of their general character,rendered it extremely difficult, nay almost impossi-ble, to have any dealings with them without gettinginto disputes. No time, place, or example, madeany difference in the indulgence of their insatiablepropensity to theft. Explanations and threats,which in some instances will prevent the necessityof acting, were unfortunately not at our command,in consequence of our ignorance of their language,and the

only option left us was to yield up ourgoods unresistingly, or to inflict a more severe chas-tisement than the case might deserve. CaptainCook, who managed the natives of these seas betterthan any other navigator, pursued a system whichgenerally succeeded, though in the end it cost himhis life. It was rigid, but I am certain it was bet-ter adapted to preserve peace than the opposite planadopted by Perouse, at Easter Island, who, thoughone of the most enlightened navigators, was, of all,the most unfortunate. To seize one of the natives, or upon somethingthat was of more value to them than the goods theyhad stolen, was the most effectual way of recoveringwhat was lost, and by at once adopting this mode ofproceeding might prevent a recurrence of such acircumstance; I consequently took away a net andsome rafts that were lying upon the shore. The netwas

about forty feet in length, made with the barkof the porou tree (hibiscus tiliaceus), precisely in thesame manner as our seins are, but weighted withstones and rounded pieces of coral instead of lead.
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and the boats were required to proceedwith the watering. At daylight on the 2d of January, we commencedfilling our casks from two good streams, which sup-plied water much faster than it could be got off. We perceived the natives collected in a largebody at the village, and soon afterwards some menstole along the beach to reconnoitre the wateringparty ; but they were prevented offering any moles-tation by a gun being fired from the ship. On thisday I observed the old custom of taking possessionof the groupe, and hoisted the English ensign uponthe shore, turned a turf, and sowed several usefulseeds, which it is to be hoped will spring up to thebenefit of the natives. I named the island on whichMount Duff stood, after my first Lieutenant, Mr.Peard, and the others in succession, Belcher, Wain-wright, Elson, Collie, and Marsh, after the otherofficers, and the lagoon in

which the ship was an-chored after herself. Before our party reached the shore the nextmorning, one of the natives was perceived carrying



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              161 off a small cask that had been left there the preced-ing night. We watched him through our telescopes,and observed him conceal it with a large mat whichhe carried with him. He had doubtless no suspicionthat his actions could be observed at so great a dis-tance, as he began to retrace his steps along the openbeach; but seeing he was not sufficiently quick toescape the boats that were going on shore, he quit-ted bis prize, and hid himself in the wood. Thewatering had not long been renewed before a largeparty collected upon the height above, headed bytwo men, who appeared to be chiefs, clad

in loosewhite turbans and cloaks: the eldest led the partycautiously down the hill, and made a stand at a largestone, which one of his party ascended, and therewaved a banana leaf. We answered this friendlysignal by waving in return a white flag from theship: but here our amity ended; for while this wasgoing forward the other chief stood upon the ridge,and beckoned to the natives on the other side of thehill to join him, which greatly augmented his num-bers ; and some of them loosened large stones, appa-rently with a view of annoying our watering party,who were so situated under the hill that a few suchfragments precipitated upon them would cause veryserious mischief. As there was every appearance oftreachery, the boats were put upon their guard bysignal; but the barge mistaking its purport, firedtwo shot to dislodge the islanders, both of which, totheir great

astonishment, fell very close to them, andinduced them to retire to the other side of the ridge.Some, however, had the curiosity to return and ex-amine the place, and, after a little digging, found oneof the shot, which they carried to their comrades, manyvol. i.                            M



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 162                           VOYAGE TO THE chap. 0f whom assembled round the prize, never probably-»-y-~' having had so large a piece of iron in their possessionme. before. At noon on the 5th the watering was completed,and without any accident or sickness, which, consi-dering the difficulty of getting the casks off, andthe constant exposure of the seamen to a vertical sunwhile in the water, there was every reason to appre-hend. It was further satisfactory to find that thisservice had been effected without any harm to thenatives, except in one instance, when a marine in-considerately fired at a party who were lurking inthe wood, and wounded one of them in the

foot.From the disposition of the inhabitants, and thesuperiority of their numbers, there was reason toapprehend a different result; and the quietness withwhich it was conducted must be attributed to theirbeing kept at a distance during its performance. The boats were now sent to survey the groupe,and were kept constantly employed upon it fromdaylight to dusk. In the course of this examinationevery part was visited, and we had frequent com-munication with the natives, who on such occasionswere always civil, and brought such supplies of fruitand food as their scanty means afforded, and gene-rally abstained from the indulgence of their propen-sity for thieving, which when numerous they sofully indulged. Their behaviour was indeed so dif-ferent from what it had been, that we must attributeit to the operation of fear, as their numbers werethen very small, in consequence of our

visits beingunexpected and the population of each village verylimited. The net we had taken off the shore wascarried round to the principal village and offered in



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               163 return for the articles that had been stolen, but CI^rAP-whether our meaning was understood or not, they *-^y^were never produced.                                                            /8a2ng This village is situated in a bay, at the easternfoot of Mount Duff, and is rendered conspicuous bya hut of very large dimensions, which we shall de-scribe hereafter, and by a quadrangular building oflarge blocks of coral erected in the water, at a fewyards distance from the shore, which appeared to usto be a morai. Upon its northern extreme stood asmall hut, planted round with trees, which it wasconjectured contained images and

offerings ; but, asthe door was closed, and the natives were watchingus, we would not examine it. Contiguous to it therewas a body placed upon boards, wrapped in thickfolds of paper cloth; and, not far from it, anotherenveloped in a smaller quantity of the same material.There was no offensive smell whatever from eitherof these corpses, though the one last mentioned didnot appear to have been long exposed. The headsof both were lying to the N.E.; both bodies weremore abundantly surrounded by cloth than any wehad seen here ; and from the nature of the platformon which they were placed, which must have re-quired considerable labour to construct, we concludedthey were the bodies of chiefs; and we were, on that •account, more tenacious of subjecting them to thescrutiny our curiosity prompted, lest the nativesshould suppose we were offering them some indig-nity. An old

man whom we interrogated as to thenature of the building gave us no information : butlooked very serious whenever he was referred to theplace, and seemed disposed to believe we were inclinedto place his body there to keep the others company. M 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 164                           VOYAGE TO THE Though we were prevented from examining thesemummies by the watchfulness of the natives, wewere more successful at the island to the eastward,off which we first anchored. We there found sixbodies under a projecting part of a cliff, which over-hung them sufficiently to protect them from the in-clemency of the weather. Above them we noticeda child suspended by a string round its waist tied toa projecting crag. The bodies of the adults wereplaced parallel, with their beads to the N. E., as inthe other instance. They were wrapped first incloth, then in matting, and again covered over withthick folds of cloth secured by a small cord

lashing.Mr. Collie, the surgeon, made an incision into thestomach of one of the newest mummies, which ap-peared the most hardened, and found the membra-neous part of the abdomen dried and shrivelled up,enclosing an indurated earthy substance, which atfirst induced him to believe it had undergone theprocess of embalming ; but finding afterwards mem-branes and earthy matter within a cranium similarlydried, and knowing that there was no way in whichany extraneous substance could have been introducedthere, except by the vertebral canal, he was inducedto alter his opinion, which, he says, had nothing tosupport it, but the idea that putrefaction must havetaken place without some counteracting agent. Thiscomplete desiccation of the human frame is not un-frequent in these seas, nor indeed in other places;but it requires considerable care and attention to doit effectually. The

method formerly pursued atOtaheite, was to keep the corpse constantly wipeddry, and well lubricated with cocoa-nut oil. Ourintercourse with the Gambier Islanders did not



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING?S STRAIT.             165 afford us the opportunity of ascertaining if this weretheir practice also, but we noticed the precaution ofexposing the bodies upon frames three or four feetabove the ground, that the air might freely cir-culate about them, and of keeping them well coveredwith folds of cloth. It is remarkable that none ofthese bodies had any offensive smell, not even thosethat had been recently exposed upon the drying-board. Lieutenant Belcher, whose duty carried hima great deal about the islands, saw some bodies thatwere exposed to dry, covered with a matted shed toprotect them from the rain; and in one he foundthe head and right

arm separated from the trunk,wrapped in separate pieces of cloth, and secured bya lashing to the body. On no part of the shore didwe see skulls or bones exposed and heaped together,as about the morais common to Polynesia; and al-though Mr. Belcher found some human bones partlyburned lying loose upon a rock, together with abody deposited in a grave with a wicker-work frameover it, there is every reason to believe that theseexposures are very rare indeed, and that almost allthe bodies are wrapped in cloth, and deposited asfirst described. This custom furnishes a satisfactoryreason for their cloth being so scarce; and thoughwe cannot commend their policy in clothing thedead at the expence of the living, yet they mustbe allowed the merit due to their generosity andrespect for their departed friends. On the 7th I visited a village at the south extre-mity of Belcher Island. It was

situated in a littlebay, at the foot of a ridge of hills which intersectedthe island. We were received by about a dozenmen and women, who behaved in a very friendly



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 166 VOYAGE TO THE manner, and brought down cocoa-nuts (some ofwhich, by the by, had been previously emptied oftheir contents), sugar-cane, tee-roots, one bunch ofbananas, and several clusters of pandanus nuts;these they threw into the boat without solicitingany return; and, what is more extraordinary, with-out evincing any desire to steal. All the men thenquitted us, excepting one, who was as anxious thatwe should depart as the women were that we shouldland. Two of these females behaved in a mannerwhich attracted our attention, although we couldnot account for their conduct; they waded out tothe boats, crying most piteously, striking theirbreasts,

and pulling their hair, which hung looseover their shoulders, with every demonstration ofthe deepest distress; and, to our surprise, threwtheir arms round our necks, and hugged vis so closethat we could not disengage ourselves from theirembrace without violence. As we were quite un-conscious of the nature of their grief, we could offerthem no consolation beyond that of kindness, andgiving them some beads and trinkets. After a fewminutes they disengaged their arms, began dancing,laughing, and saluting us occasionally with a rub ofthe nose: in the midst of this mirth they wouldsuddenly relapse into grief, and throw their armsabout in a frantic way, until I began to fear theymight injure themselves ; but this paroxysm was asshort as that of the mirth by which it was succeed-ed ; they again began to dance, and were afterwardsquite cheerful. The only cause to which we couldattribute

this extraordinary conduct, or at least forthe melancholy part of it, was that they might insome way be connected with the man who had been



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.            167 wounded upon the raft. And if this were the case,it affords a presumption that the custom of self-mu-tilation on such occasions, so common to many ofthe islands in the Pacific, does not exist here. As the sun went down the natives pointed to it,and signified to us to be gone, exclaiming " Bobomai." We got from them a few articles of manufac-ture, very similar to those of Pitcairn Islands. Inreturn for these we made them useful presents, andtook our leave with the promise of " Bobo mai,"which we understood to mean " come to-morrow."We rowed round the rest of the island, and soonsatisfied ourselves of its extreme

poverty. Therewere two villages upon its western side, situated indeep sandy bays, which would form excellent har-bours for shipping, if they could be entered; butthis is impracticable from the many coral knolls onthe outside. Lieutenant Belcher describes a morai, which hevisited, in the following manner. A hut, abouttwenty feet in length by ten wide, and seven high,with a thatched roof, of which the eaves were threefeet from the ground, contained the deity. Therewere only two apertures, about two feet six inchessquare, furnished with thatched shutters. In frontof the building, a space about twenty feet squarewas paved with hewn coral slabs, with curbstones atthe edges, as neatly fitted as the pavements in Eng-land. Along the whole length of the interior ofthe hut was a trough elevated about three feet fromthe ground; in the centre of which was an idolthree feet high, neatly carved and

polished; the eye-brows were sculptured, but not the eyes ; and fromthe manner in which the muscles were defined it was



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 168 VOYAGE TO THE evident that these people were not regardless of theanatomy of the figure. It was placed in an uprightposition on the trough or manger, and fastened bythe extremities to the side of the hut: the head wasbound with a piece of white cloth, as were also theloins, and those parts which the natives themselvesnever conceal, the aged excepted. In the troughbeneath the image were several paddles, mats, coilsof line, and cloth, offerings which had been made tothe deity ; and at his feel; was placed a calabash,which the natives said contained water " avy." Oneach side of the image was a stand, having threecarved arms, to the hands of which several

articleswere suspended, such as carved cocoa-nut shells, andpieces of bamboo, perhaps musical instruments; butMr. Belcher abstained from trespassing on this sacredground, for fear of giving offence to the natives, whodid not much like this exercise of curiosity. Indeed,the whole time he was there, the women were anx-ious to get him away, and the men looked serious,and were very glad when he left the place. Thefemales accompanied him to the threshold of themorai; but the men studiously avoided treadingupon the sacred pavement, and knelt down the wholetime he was there, without, however, any apparentdevotion. Mr. Belcher endeavoured to purchase thisidol; but valuable as his offers must have been tothese poor people, the temptation did not provesufficient. Another image about the same size wasfound upon one of the coral islands of the groupe,clothed in the same way,

but more rudely carved,and deficient in the offerings above-mentioned.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              169 CHAPTER VI. Second interview with the Natives—Visit to the principal Village—Bodies exposed to dry—Areghe or Chief—Lieutenant Wain-wright attacked by Natives—Advantage of the Port—FurtherDescription of the Island, its Soil and Productions. On the afternoon of the 8th, we again landedunder Mount Duff, to try the feeling of the natives.Our party was not large, and we carefully avoidedevery thing that might appear offensive, carryingwith us a white flag upon a staff. One man only,at first, ventured near us, rubbed noses, and receivedseveral presents, with which he was highly delighted.His companions, who,

during the interview, hadbeen peeping from behind the trees, noticing hisfriendly reception, laid aside their weapons, cameout of the wood, and saluted us in their usual man-ner, singing, as they approached, the chorus we hadheard on board, which strengthened our opinion ofits being a song of welcome. The next day I landed with a party in the baywhere the principal village is situated, and was metat the landing-place, which was about half a milefrom the village, by two or three men who rubbednoses, and seemed glad to see us. They took us bythe arm and conducted us to the village along a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 170 VOYAGE TO THE narrow pathway, through long grass and loose stones,overshadowed by a wood of bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees. In this distance we passed a few patchesof cultivation, but they were rare, and indicatedvery little attention to agriculture. The nativesincreased greatly in numbers as we advanced, andall were officious to pay us attention, and assist usto the village: they were armed, yet their mannershowed it was, as with us, only a precautionarymeasure: nothing in appearance could exceed theiramicable behaviour. We had each two or morefriends, who officiously passed their arms under ours,helped us over the stones and conducted

us alongthe right pathway to the village; a species of escort,however, which, by depriving us of the use of ourlimbs, placed us entirely in their power. We passedseveral huts open on the south side, and one, whichwas full of fishing nets, closed up; near these therewere two bodies wrapped in a great many cloths,exposed upon stalls raised about a yard from theground, and supported upon forked props, as repre-sented.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              171 The natives were unwilling that we should touchany of these, and we did not offend them by sodoing, but approached within a few feet to ascertainwhether there were any offensive smell from thecorpse, but none could be discerned. Further on we came to an open area, partly pavedwith blocks of coral, and divided off from the culti-vated land by large slabs of the same material veryevenly cut, and resembling those at the FriendlyIslands. At one end of this area stood the largehut which had before excited our curiosity: it wasabout thirteen yards in length by six or seven inwidth, and proportionably high, with a

thatchedroof. On the south side it was entirely open, andthe gables nearly so, being constructed with uprightpoles, crossed by smaller ones, forming an openframe-work, through which the sea breeze circulated,and refreshed the area within. Beneath the roof onthe open side, about four feet within the eaves, therewas a low broad wall well constructed with blocksof coral, hewn out and put together in so workman-like a style, and of such dimensions, as to excite oursurprise how with their rude instruments it couldhave been accomplished. The blocks were five feetlong by three wide, and one foot thick; and wereplaced upon their narrow edge in a manner in whichwe traced a resemblance to the walls in Hapae, asdescribed by Captain Cook. Upon this eminencewas seated a venerable looking person about sixtyyears of age, with a long beard entirely grey; hehad well proportioned

features, and a commandingaspect; his figure was rather tall, but lassitude andcorpulency greatly diminished his natural stature;he was entirely naked except a maro, and a crown



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 172                           VOYAGE TO THE made from the feathers of the frigate-bird, or blacktern; his body was extensively tattooed, and fromthe loins to the ankles he was covered with smalllines, which at a distance had the appearance of pan-taloons. Long nails, and rolls of skin overhanginghis hips, pointed out his exemption from labour, andan indulgence in luxuries which in all probabilityattached to him in virtue of his birthright. He wasintroduced to us as an areghe or chief; he did not risefrom his seat, but gave the nasal salutation in hissquatting posture, which in the Friendly Islands isconsidered a mark of respect. An exchange of presents succeeded

this meeting.Some scarlet cloth, which I had brought on shorefor the purpose, was placed over his shoulders, andclosed by a buckle in front, which delighted the sub-jects as much as the chief, who, in return, presentedme with his crown, and intimated that I should wearit by placing it upon my hat. This friendly under-standing I endeavoured to turn to our advantage bymaking him understand, as well as I could by signsand Otaheitan words, that we would barter articleswe had brought with us for fruit and vegetables;and in the hope of this being acceded to, we waitedlonger at the village than we should otherwise havedone; but the only answer we got was " Bobo mai,"which from the Otaheitan vocabulary we shouldinterpret " Here to-morrow;" but its application inthe Gambier groupe was so various as to leave usmuch in doubt whether they were not disposed toturn our

imperfect use of it to their own advantage.Our visit to the village brought a great accession toits usual inhabitants, and several hundred peoplehad collected about us, but the greatest order pre-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              173 vailed; nor did their curiosity to scrutinize our per-sons once lead them to acts of rudeness, notwith-standing we were the first Europeans that had everlanded on their island. Indeed, throughout thisvisit, or at least until we were coming away, therewas a marked improvement in their behaviour; nota single act of theft was attempted, while, on thecontrary, one of honesty occurred, which, as it is theonly instance I have to record, must not be omitted ;—it consisted in restoring to one of our officers ahandkerchief which he left at a place where he hadbeen sitting. This propriety of conduct no doubtoriginated in the

strictness of the discipline whichwe observed towards them. It certainly did notproceed from the example of the chief, for the onlyact of acquisitiveness from which we had reason toapprehend any dispute proceeded from that person-age himself. To oblige him, I had consented to hislooking into the bag of presents, with which hebecame so enamoured that he retained it in hisgrasp, and once or twice endeavoured to appropriateit to himself by force. We had not remained many minutes in the hutwhere we were first introduced, when the aregherose, and, taking me with him, went to a large stone,in the centre of the paved area, where we both satdown, and were immediately surrounded by somehundreds of his subjects. The exchange of placewas by no means agreeable, as we quitted a cool andrefreshing retreat for a spot scarcely screened from ascorching sun by a few

scanty leaves of the bread-fruit tree. After being seated here a few minutes,a tall good-looking young man was introduced, alsoas an areghe, to whom the old chief transferred the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 176 VOYAGE TO THE differing from that of any instrument of the kind Ihad ever heard. - The other drums were about three feet and a halfin height by nine inches in diameter, similar inother respects to the large one. The proficiency inexecution to which the natives have attained, andthe perfection in the manufacture of these instru-ments, leave little doubt of their taking much de-light in the amusement of dancing, though, gene-rally speaking, they do not appear to be a livelypeople. I used every endeavour, but in vain, topersuade the areghe to favour us with one of theseexhibitions, and among others, I made the marinesgo through some of their manoeuvres, in the

hopethat he would exhibit something in return; this,however, had a very different effect from what wasintended; for the motions of the marines were mis-interpreted, and so alarmed some of the bystanders,that several made off, while others put themselvesinto an attitude of defence, so that I speedily dis-missed the party. This interview was deficient in those ceremonieswhich threw such a lively interest over the voy-ages of Captain Cook, and, what was equally mor-tifying to us, it did not obtain those supplies offruit and vegetables which generally attended hisvisits; although we waited a considerable time inthe hope of inducing the chiefs to come on boardthe ship, and in the expectation of some supplies be-fore we quitted them, but to no purpose. I there-fore summoned our party together, and we tookleave of the chiefs, both of whom retired, leaving usin the hands of the mob. On

removing the drumwhich had been sold by the areghe, two of the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               177 natives laid violent hands upon it, and demanded some-thing more than had been given. To avoid disturb-ance I complied with their request by doubling theoriginal sum ; but this, so far from securing the drum,rendered the probability of our obtaining it withoutforce more remote. I brought the old chief back toexplain the matter to him, but he shewed no disposi-tion to interfere; and foreseeing the consequence of per-sisting, I left our purchase in the hands of the island-ers, disgusted with their dishonesty and cunning. On our return, about two o'clock in the after-noon, we observed the meals of the natives laid outupon

tables, made of slabs of coral, raised about ayard from the ground, and standing in the middleof the paved areas in front of the huts. Thesetables again resembled those in the Friendly Islands,and the execrable sour pudding tied up in bundleswith banana-leaves, of which the fare of the nativesconsisted, is the same as the mahie used there, atOtaheite, and at the Marquesas, &c.; but in flavour itmore immediately reminded us of the Nukahiwans.We found fewer companions in our retreat fromthe village than at our introduction to it, and wereattended by three individuals only, who had at-tached themselves to some of the officers, thoughmany followed at a distance. I was a little behindthe party, when a man whom I did not recollectto have seen before, grasped me by the arm inwhich I held my gun, with a feigned view of help-ing me over the rugged path, while a second, put-ting his arms

across, stopped up the road; severalothers, at the same time, joined in the demand of' Homy ! homy !' and prepared us for what shortlytook place. I managed to get rid of my unruly VOL. I.                                 N



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 178                             VOYAGE TO THE assistants without force, and joined the marines;but Lieutenant Wainwright (who, unknown to usall, was left in the village, ignorant of our havingquitted it until informed by one of the natives), wasnot so fortunate. He had passed through the vil-lage, where the natives were assembled in circles,apparently in debate, without molestation, and in afew minutes would have been among our party;when several of the natives, seeing him alone, assail-ed him, and endeavoured to throw him down androb him. Finding they could not succeed, they at-tacked him with their poles: but he was then for-tunately within a short

distance of us; and we be-came for the first time apprised of his danger byhearing him call for assistance. Mr. Belcher, andthose who were nearest, ran to him; but the islandersassailing them with stones, and the attack on theirpart becoming general, I ordered the marines to fire,which put them to flight, and I am happy to saythat we saw only one of them wounded. Thus this interview with the natives terminatedin a manner which their general conduct might haveled us to expect, though the result is much to be de-plored. It confirmed my opinion, that the naturaldisposition of the people is highly unfavourable tointercourse, and that they are restrained from acts ofviolence and aggression by the operation of fearalone. With this impression, and finding the islandso extremely deficient in supplies, that the nativescould not spare us any thing, I was careless aboutrenewing our visit,

and we embarked without fur-ther molestation, and proceeded to the ship. The bay in which this village is situated lies onthe N. E. side of Mount Duff; it is bordered by a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              179 sandy beach, behind which there is a thick wood ofbread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees; above it, to theleft, there is a second or upper village, upon a levelpiece of ground, where the natives retreat in case ofnecessity. The bay would be very desirable for ananchorage, were it not for the coral knolls at itsentrance, which make the navigation difficult evenfor a boat. After this visit, the boats were againsent surveying ; and on the 12th we had completedall that our time would admit of, by fixing theposition of a number of coral knolls which are dis-persed over the navigable part of the lagoon, thegreater part of which may be

seen from a ship'smast-head before she comes upon them. Our onlywant afterwards was a little fire-wood ; and havingnoticed several logs lying upon the shore abreast ofthe ship, Mr. Belcher was sent to purchase them.The natives readily disposed of their property, andwere very friendly as long as they were receiv-ing presents; but directly he attempted to takeaway the trees, the islanders collected in the wood,and pelted the boat's crew with stones. Three logswere however got off, and Mr. Belcher was puttingin for more, when," the natives again beginning tothrow stones, he desisted. It is to be regretted that the disposition of thenatives obstructed the friendly intercourse we wereanxious to establish. The task of correcting theirevil propensities unfortunately devolved upon us, asthe first visiters to the islands; and we could notprolong our stay, or devote the time that was neces-

sary while we did remain, to conciliate their friend-ship. But though unsuccessful in this respect, it isto be hoped that our visit will prove beneficial to N 2
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came for the first time apprised of his danger byhearing him call for assistance. Mr. Belcher, andthose who were nearest, ran to him; but the islandersassailing them with stones, and the attack on theirpart becoming general, I ordered the marines to fire,which put them to flight, and I am happy to saythat we saw only one of them wounded. Thus this interview with the natives terminatedin a manner which their general conduct might haveled us to expect, though the result is much to be de-plored. It confirmed my opinion, that the naturaldisposition of the people is highly unfavourable tointercourse, and that they are restrained from acts ofviolence and aggression by the operation of fearalone. With this impression, and finding the islandso extremely deficient in supplies, that the nativescould not spare us any thing, I was careless aboutrenewing our visit, and we embarked without fur-

ther molestation, and proceeded to the ship. The bay in which this village is situated lies onthe N. E. side of Mount Duff; it is bordered by a
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              179 sandy beach, behind which there is a thick wood ofbread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees; above it, to theleft, there is a second or upper village, upon a levelpiece of ground, where the natives retreat in case ofnecessity. The bay would be very desirable for ananchorage, were it not for the coral knolls at itsentrance, which make the navigation difficult evenfor a boat. After this visit, the boats were againsent surveying ; and on the 12th we had completedall that our time would admit of, by fixing theposition of a number of coral knolls which are dis-persed over the navigable part of the lagoon, thegreater part of which may be seen

from a ship'smast-head before she comes upon them. Our onlywant afterwards was a little fire-wood : and havingnoticed several logs lying upon the shore abreast ofthe ship, Mr. Belcher was sent to purchase them.The natives readily disposed of their property, andwere very friendly as long as they were receiv-ing presents; but directly he attempted to takeaway the trees, the islanders collected in the wood,and pelted the boat's crew with stones. Three logswere however got off, and Mr. Belcher was puttingin for more, when, the natives again beginning tothrow stones, he desisted. It is to be regretted that the disposition of thenatives obstructed the friendly intercourse we wereanxious to establish. The task of correcting theirevil propensities unfortunately devolved upon us, asthe first visiters to the islands; and we could notprolong our stay, or devote the time that was neces-sary while we did

remain, to conciliate their friend-ship. But though unsuccessful in this respect, it isto be hoped that our visit will prove beneficial to N 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 180 VOYAGE TO THE others, by directing them to a port in which shipsmay be refitted or repaired, and where they mayprocure a supply of good water, than which nothingis more important to the navigation of these seas ;as that indispensable article is not found to exist ina pure state anywhere between Otaheite and thecoast of Chili, a distance of 4000 miles, PitcairnIsland excepted, where the difficulty of getting itoff has already been mentioned. It is also pre-sumed, that the position of the islands having beenascertained, the peaks of Mount Duff, which arehigh and distinguishable at a great distance, willserve as a guide to the labyrinth of coral islandswhich the navigator,

after passing this groupe, hasto thread on his way to the westward. This groupe was discovered by the ship Duff, ona missionary voyage, in 1797, and named by Mr.Wilson, her commander, after Admiral Lord Gam-bier. It consists of five large islands and severalsmall ones, all situated in a lagoon formed by a reefof coral. The largest is about six miles in length,and rises into two peaks, elevated 1248 feet abovethe level of the sea. These peaks, which were calledafter the Duff, are in the form of wedges, very con-spicuous at a distance, and may be seen fourteenor fifteen leagues. All the islands are steep andrugged, particularly Marsh Island, which at a dis-tance resembles a ship. The external form of theseislands at once conveys an impression of their volca-nic origin ; and, on examination, they all appearedto have been subjected to the action of great heat. " The general basis of the rocks is a

porousbasaltic lava, in one place passing into a tuffaciousslate; in another, into the solid and angular column



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              181 of compact basalt, containing the imbedded minerals Viwhich characterise that formation, and bearing a v-^y"—'close resemblance in this particular to the basaltic 1826.formation of the county of Antrim in Ireland.There is, however, less of the basalt and more ofthe porous. The zealites, soapstone, chalcedony,olivine, and calcareous spar, are formed in, andconnect the relationship of these distant formations ;whilst the different-coloured jaspers are peculiar tothese islands. There is also another obvious dis-tinctive feature produced by the numerous dykes ofa formation differing in composition and texture,and marked by a

defined line. They are generallymore prominent than the common rock; traversinga great many, if not all the islands, in a directionnearly east and west; generally about eighteeninches wide, nearly perpendicular to the horizon, ordipping to the southward. Their texture is some-times compact, sometimes vesicular, with few if anyimbedded minerals, excepting one on Marsh Island,which contained great quantities of olivine. Upona small island contiguous to this, the harder dykecrosses the highest ridge, and divides on the easternside into two parts which continue down to thewater's edge."* Lieutenant Belcher, whose scientific attainmentsalso enabled him to appreciate what fell under hisobservation, noticed every where the trap formationabounding in basaltic dykes also lying N. E. andS. W., and seldom deviating from the perpendicu-lar ; or if they did, it was to the eastward. We areindebted to

him for specimens of zealite, carbonate * Mr. Collie's Journal.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 182                          VOYAGE TO THE of lime, calcareous spar, crystals, an alcime, olivine,jasper, and chalcedony; and had our stay, and hisother duties admitted, we should, no doubt, havereceived from him a more detailed account of thisinteresting groupe. There are no appearances of pseudo-craters on anyof the islands, nor do they seem to have been veryrecently subjected to fire, being clothed with ver-dure, and for the most part with trees. Conspicu-ously opposed to these lofty rugged formations,raised by the agency of fire,' is a series of low islands,derived from the opposite element, and owing theirconstruction to myriads of minute lithophytes en-dowed with an

instinct that enables them to sepa-rate the necessary calcareous matter from the ocean,and with such minute particles to rear a splendidstructure many leagues in circumference. A greatwall of this kind, if we may use the expression,already surrounds the islands, and, by the unremit-ting labour of these submarine animals, is fast ap-proaching the surface of the water in all its parts.On the N. E. side, it already bears a fertile soil be-yond the reach of the sea, sustains trees and othersubjects of the vegetable kingdom, and affords evenan habitation to man. In the opposite direction it dips from thirty toforty feet beneath the surface, as if purposely toafford access to shipping to the lagoon within.Whether this irregularity be the consequence ofunequal growth, or of the original inclination ofthe foundation, is a question that has excited muchinterest. All the islands we subsequently visitedwere similar to

these in having their weather oreastern side more advanced than the opposite one.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              183 The outer side of the wall springs from unfathom-able depths ; the inner descends with a slope toabout 120 or 150 feet below the surface. This ab-ruptness causes the sea to break and expend its furyupon the reef without disturbing the waters in thelagoon. The coral animals consequently rear theirdelicate structure there without apprehension ofviolence; and form their submarine grottoes in allthe varied shapes which fancy can conceive. Theyhave already encircled each of the islands Avith abarrier, which they are daily extending; and havereared knolls so closely as almost to occupy all thenorthern part of the lagoon. More

independenttribes are in other parts bringing to the surfacenumerous isolated columns, tending to the sameend; and all seems to be going on with such acti-vity, that a speculative imagination might pictureto itself at no very remote period, one vast plaincovering the whole surface of the lagoon, yieldingforests of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other trees,and ultimately sustenance to a numerous population,and a variety of animals subservient to their use. The general steepness of the volcanic islands ofthis groupe is such, that the soil finds a resting-place on a comparatively small portion of them;and on the coral islands it is scarcely deep and richenough, exposed as it is to the sea air, to contributemuch to the support of man. A soil formed fromthe decomposition of the basaltic rocks, irrigated bystreams from the mountains, requires nothing but adue proportion of care and labour on the part ofthe

natives to render it very productive. There is,however, a sad neglect in this respect, which is themore extraordinary, as there are no quadrupeds or



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 184 VOYAGE TO THE poultry on the islands, and without vegetable pro-ductions the natives have only the sea to dependupon for their subsistence. The Avild productionsare a coarse grass (Saccharumfatuum), which coverssuch parts of the mountains as are neglected or aretoo steep for cultivation. Lower down we noticedthe capparidia, a procumbent pentandrous shrub, thenasturtium, sesuvium of Pitcairn Island, the euge-nia, and scsevola kcenigii; and close down to theshore a convolvulus covering the brown rock withits clusters of leaves and pink blossoms. The porouand miroe(Tkespesiapopularia)were more abundant,the nono not common. They must also have

theauti and amai, as their weapons are made of it,though we did not see it. The timber of whichtheir rafts are constructed is a red wood, somewhatporous, and of softer grain than the amai. Some ofthese trunks are so large as at first to excite a sus-picion of their having been drifted from a moreextensive shore; but the quantity which they pos-sess, several logs of which were newly shaped out,affords every reason for believing that it is the pro-duce of their own valleys. They are not deficient invariety of edible fruits and roots, nor in those kindswhich are most productive and nutritious. Besidesthe tee-plant, sweet potatoe, appe, sugar-cane, water-melon, cocoa-nut, plantain, and banana, they possessthe bread-fruit, which in Otaheite is the staff of life,and the taro, a root which in utility correspondswith it in the Sandwich Islands. Were they to paybut a due regard to the cultivation of the two

lastof these valuable productions, an abundance ofwholesome food might be substituted for the nau-seous mixture mahie, which, though it may, as in-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              185 deed it does, support life, cannot be said to do more.Rats and lizards were the only quadrupeds we sawupon the islands. Of the feathered tribe, oceanicbirds form the greater part; but even these are rare,compared with the numbers that usually frequentthe islands of the Pacific, arising, no doubt, from theGambier Islands being inhabited. The whole con-sist of three kinds of tern, the white, black, andslate-coloured—of which the first is most nume-rous, and the last very scarce; together with aspecies of procellaria, the white heron, and the tro-pic and egg birds. Those which frequent the shoreare a kind of pharmatopus,

curlew, charadrine, andtotanus; and the woods, the wood-pigeon, and aspecies of turdus, somewhat resembling a thrush inplumage, but smaller, possessing a similar thoughless harmonious note. The insects found here werevery few, the common house-fly excepted, which onalmost all the inhabited islands in the Pacific isextremely numerous and annoying. Of fish thereis a great variety, and many are extremely beautifulin colour; as well those of large dimensions, whichwe caught with lines, consisting of several sorts ofperca, as the numerous family of the order of bran-chiostigi, which sported about the coral. The largest portion of the natives of the GambierIslands belong to a class which Mr. J. R. Forsterwould place among the first variety of the humanspecies in the South Seas. Like the generality ofuncivilized people, they are good-natured whenpleased, and harmless when not

irritated; obsequi-ous when inferior in force, and overbearing whenotherwise; and are carried away by an insatiabledesire of appropriating to themselves every thing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 186 VOYAGE TO THE which attracts their fancy—an indulgence whichbrings them into many quarrels, and often coststhem their lives. If respect for the deceased be con-sidered a mark of civilization and humanity, theycannot be called a barbarous people; but they pos-sess no other claims to a worthier designation. Infeatures, language, and customs, they resemble theSociety, Friendly, Marquesa, and Sandwich Island-ers ; but they differ from those tribes in one veryimportant point—an exemption from those sensualhabits and indecent exhibitions which there pervadeall ranks. It may be said of the Gambier Islanderswhat few can assert of any people

inhabiting thesame part of the globe—that during the whole ofour intercourse with them we did not witness anindecent act or gesture. There is a great mixtureof feature and of colour among them ; and weshould probably have found a difference of dialectalso, could we have made ourselves masters of theirlanguage. It seems as if several tribes from remoteparts of the Pacific had here met and mingled theirpeculiarities. In complexion and feature we couldtrace a resemblance even to the widely separatedtribes of New Zealand, New Caledonia, and Ma-lacca. Their mode of salutation is the same as thatwhich existed at the Friendly, Society, and Sand-wich Islands: they resemble the inhabitants of thelatter almost exclusively in tattooing the face, andthe inhabitants of the former in staining their skinfrom the hips to the knees. Their hvits, coral tables,and pavements, are nearly the

same as at the Friend-ly Islands and the Marquesas; but they are morenearly allied to the latter by a custom which other-wise, I believe, is at present confined to them, and



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              187 without a due observance of which, Krusenstern says,it is in vain to seek a matrimonial alliance at St. Chris-tina.* In the preservation of their dead, wrappingthem in an abundance of cloth and mats, they copythe Otaheitans and Hapaeans; though in the ulti-mate disposal of them in caves, and keeping themabove ground, they differ from all the other island-ers. Their language and religion are closely alliedto several, yet they differ essentially from all theabove-mentioned tribes in having no huge carvedimages surmounting their morais, and no fiatookasor wattas. Unlike them also, they are deficient incanoes,

though they might easily construct them ;they have neither clubs, slings, nor bows andarrows; and are wanting in those marks of self-mutilation which some tribes deem indispensable onthe death of their chiefs or esteemed friends, or incases when they wish to appease their offendeddeity. They are for the most part fairer and handsomerthan the Sandwich Islanders, but less effeminate thanthe Otaheitans. The average height of the men isabove that of Englishmen, but they are not sorobust. One man who came on board measured sixfeet and half an inch, and one on shore six feet, twoand a half inches. The former measured round thethorax, under the arms, three feet two inches and ahalf; and a person of less stature three feet one inch.The thickest part of the middle of this person's arm,when at rest, was eleven inches and three-eighths.These dimensions of girth will, I

believe, be foundless in proportion than those of the labouring classof our own countrymen, though the general appear- * See Krusenstern's Embassy to Japan.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 188 VOYAGE TO THE ance of these islanders at first leads to a differentconclusion. They are upright in figure, and round,but not robust. In their muscles there is a flabbi-ness, and in the old men a laxity of integument,which allows their skin to hang in folds about thebelly and thighs to a greater degree than those Iafterwards noticed at Otaheite or Woahoo. Twocauses may be assigned for this ; the nature of theirfood, and their indolent habits. In general the Gambier Islanders have a fineAsiatic countenance, with' mustachios and beards,but no whiskers ; and when their heads are coveredwith a roll of white cloth, a very common custom,they might pass for

Moors. It is somewhat remark-able that we perceived none of the fourth class, orthose more nearly allied to negroes, thus habited,but that it seemed to be confined to those of thelightest complexion. The colour of their eyes iseither hazel or dark brown : they are small, deepin the head, and have generally an expression ofcunning. Their eyebrows are naturally arched, andseldom meet in front; the cheek-bones are not soprominent as in the fourth class, and the lips arethinner ; the ears are moderately large, and the lobesattached to the cheek, as in all the Pitcairn Islanders,but not perforated : the nose in general is aquiline;the teeth, in the fourth class especially, not remark-able for evenness or whiteness, and seem to fall outat an early period ; the hair is turned back and cutstraight, and would be quite black, were it less sub-jected to the sun, or, like that of the islanders

justmentioned, well oiled; but, exposed as it is to ascorching sun, it becomes dried up and of differenthues on the same head; and combs being unknown,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              189 it is bushy and impervious: the mustachios growlong, but the beards, which are kept from three tofour inches in length, are sometimes brought to apoint, at others divided into two; one man, how-ever, was observed with a beard which hung downto the pit of the stomach : the hands are large, but thefeet small and elegant, and the toes close together,from which it is probable that they pass a greatportion of their time upon their rafts, or idly baskingin the sun,—perhaps in lying upon their stone pave-ments like the Hapaeans. The women are belowthe common standard height, and in personal shapeand beauty

far inferior to the males. The wife ofthe chief, who has been already described, was thefinest woman I saw among them. Her dress maybe considered a fair specimen of the general cover-ing of the women, who have no ornaments of anykind, and appeared quite indifferent to the beadsand trinkets which were offered them. Tattooing is here so universally practised that itis rare to meet a man without it; and it is carried tosuch an extent that the figure is sometimes coveredwith small checkered lines from the neck to the an-kles, though the breast is generally exempt, or onlyornamented with a single device. In some, generallyelderly men, the face is covered below the eyes, inwhich case the lines or net-work are more open thanon other parts of the body, probably on account ofthe pain of the operation, and terminate at theupper part in a straight line, from ear to ear, pass-ing over

the bridge of the nose. With these excep-tions to which we may add the fashion, with somefew, of blue lines, resembling stockings, from themiddle of the thigh to the ankle, the effect is be-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 190                           VOYAGE TO THE coming, and in a great measure destroys the ap-pearance of nakedness. The patterns which mostimprove the shape, and which appear to me peculiarto this groupe, are those which extend from thearmpits to the hips, and are drawn forward with acurve which seems to contract the waist, and at ashort distance gives the figure an elegance and out-line not unlike that of the figures seen on thewalls of the Egyptian tombs. It would be uselessto describe the various fanciful attempts to effacethe natural colour of the 'skin; the most commononly will be noticed: — A large cross, about eightinches in diameter, left white on

each side, on thelatissimus dorsi; and a smaller one on each shoulder,or on the upper part of the arm: also a narrowstripe passing from one shoulder to the other in acurved line over the lower part of the neck, unitingthe tattooing over the fleshy part of the deltoidmuscle; and in many so joined as to leave the na-tural skin in the form of a cross in the middle.Imitations of blue pantaloons and breeches are alsovery common, and sleeves which divide at the wrist,and extend along the convexity of the metatarsalbones to the tips of the fingers and thumbs, leavinga space between the thumb and forefinger, on whichthe mark V is punctured. The chief had this mark,the crosses, the slender waist, and the pantaloons.The women are very little subjected to this torture.The wife of the areghe had an armlet on each arm;a female who came with her had a square upon herbosom, and some

few had stockings. From the cir-cumstance of none of the boys being tattooed, it isprobable the practice commences here, as in manyother islands, after puberty.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. 191 The lines in all cases are drawn with great preci- c^f*sion, and almost always with taste, and bespeak <—-r-*great proficiency. The practice undoubtedly im- 18a2n6.proves the appearance of the figure, and may per-haps, as in the Marquesas, distinguish certain classesor tribes. At Otaheite it is supposed to harden theskin, and render it less liable to be blistered by thesun. Covering the face with lines is very rarein the South Seas, being almost entirely confined,according to Cook, to the Sandwich Islanders andNew Zealanders. In no instance did we observethe lips or tongues tattooed, as is the practice withthe

Sandwich Islanders on the death of an intimatefriend. I have estimated the number of souls inhabitingthese islands at 1500, from the number and size ofthe villages. Mr. Collie, who estimates them fromother data, says, " On the 1st January, when theboats went to land, 200 people, for the most part inthe prime of life, were counted on the beach. Onthe 9th, in the village, we enumerated 300 persons,men and women. On both these occasions it ishighly probable that the men in the vigour of lifehad come from the adjoining parts of the island,and from the islands contiguous. We may thenassume, on the nearest approximation to the truth,that there were between 250 and 300 males be-tween the ages of twenty and fifty — say 275;which, according to the most accurate census of po-pulation and bills of mortality in Sweden and Swit-zerland, where the modifying circumstances are

inall probability not very different, would give 1285for the total number of inhabitants." The diseases and deformities of these people are



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 192 VOYAGE TO THE very few. After we quitted the islands, the sur-geon favoured me with the following report:— " Among more than three hundred men, women,and children, who indiscriminately surrounded usat the village on the 9th; among those who hadpreviously come on board, and at other times, whe-ther upon the shore or on their rafts ; we saw veryfew labouring under any original deformity or annoy-ing disease. The only case of mal-conformation wasa wide fissure in the palate of one man, whose speechwas considerably affected by it. No external markof cicatrization in the upper lip denoted that theinternal defect was the remains of a hare-lip or

anyinjury. One man had a very uneven and raggedstump of the right arm, but without any discharge.Another had a steatomatous tumour over one shoul-der-blade, about the size of a billiard-ball. One dis-ease was so common that I have no doubt it wasendemic: this was, patches of the lepra vulgaris,which being void of any inflammatory appearance,and confined to the back in all who were affectedwith it, and in a considerable proportion of these toa small space between the shoulders, appeared tocreate no alarm, and most probably called forth nocurative application. The frequent and alternateexposure of the men to the salt water and rays of thesun, with a scanty supply of the anointing oil of thecocoa-nut, would favour the breaking out of this cu-taneous affection. The mats which they tied roundtheir necks, and frequently allowed to hang downbehind, whether through accident or

design, wouldtend to avert the effects of exposure. A few hadlost some of their front teeth ; and we saw one man,on the 9th, with two uncicatrized and bare but clean



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               193 wounds, one before and another behind the middleof the right deltoid muscle, where the flies werefeeding without molestation, and the person seemedalmost unconscious of them and of the ulcers. Nopreternatural tumefaction denoted any excess of in-flammation. No unhealthy hue in the countenanceof man or woman intimated any internal diseaselurking within the body." By far the greater partof the males go entirely naked, except a girdle,which is made of a banana-leaf split into shreds, andtied round the loins, not intended to answer thepurpose of concealment; and they differ from allother inhabitants of the

Pacific in having no maro.Some wear a turban ; others a piece of paper cloththrown over the shoulders. The huts of the Gambier Islanders are so smallthat they can only be intended as sleeping-placesduring bad weather : they are in length from eightor ten feet to fifteen, excepting the larger houses ofthe areghe ; they are built of the porou wood, andcovered in with a pointed roof thatched over withthe leaves of the palm-tree. In some the door isscarcely three feet high, and it is necessary to creepon all-fours to enter. On the inside they are neat,and the floor is covered with mats or grass. Thelarger huts of the village on Mount Duff are so con-structed that one side can be conveniently removed,by which means they are rendered cool and com-fortable; The large house, or that of the areghe, was aboutthirty-nine feet in length by eighteen or twenty inwidth; the pitch of the roof was

about twenty-fivefeet in height, and that of the perpendicular sides ofthe house about ten feet; but these dimensions were vol. i.                            o



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 194 VOYAGE TO THE obtained by estimation only, tbe natives appearingto have an objection to our pacing the ground forthe purpose of measurement. The south side of thehouse was left open, and the ends were made of anopen framework of upright poles traversed at rightangles by smaller spars, so that the roof and the northside were the only parts covered in. They servedas an excellent protection from the sun, while thetrade-wind traversing every corner of the apartmentrendered it agreeably cool. On that part of thehouse where the side was deficient, there was afoundation for the wall about three feet in heightthrown up, composed of large blocks of coral, shapedin a

very workmanlike style, similar to those men-tioned by Cook at the Friendly Islands, and wellput together: it stood about three feet within theouter part of the roofing, and served as a seat for thechiefs as well as for many others. We perceived no furniture in their houses, andsome of our officers thought it was purposely putout of sight. The only utensils were gourds andcocoa-nut shells. The tables were made of slabs ofcoral, or sometimes of wood, in which case they arecarved: they are about a yard long, and are placedupon wooden or stone pedestals sufficiently high toprevent the depredations of the rats. They stand inthe middle of the paved areas in front of the houses,from which we infer the practice of eating in theopen air. Their food has already been described asconsisting principally of sour paste (the mahie of theFriendly Islands, Otaheite, Marquesas, &c), madewith plantains, bread-

fruit, and boiled tee-root.The paste or mahie, when fresh and hot, has not adisagreeable taste ; a slight flavour of baked apples



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              195 may be distinguished: but it soon begins to smellvery offensively; so much so, that the seamen wouldnot touch it with their hands to throw it overboard.The tee-plant (draccena terminalis) is a fusiformroot about two feet long, and as thick as the arm;its flavour is not unpleasant, but from its coarsenessit must, to ordinary stomachs, be very indigestible.The natives collect the fibres in their mouths, and spitthem out in round balls. Fish and shell-fish, ofwhich the large pearl oysters and chama are in thegreatest abundance, must form a material part of thefood of these people : they have, besides, the sweetpotatoe, taro, and the

before-mentioned fruits; butthese cannot be abundant, as they never broughtany of them to us for sale, and frequently deceivedus with empty cocoa-nuts. Their method of procuring fish is by lines and nets,and a contrivance still resorted to in Otaheite, con-sisting of casting into the sea a great many branchesof the cocoa-nut tree, and other boughs, tied toge-ther, and allowing them to remain some time, dur-ing which the small fish become entangled, and aredragged out with them. The nets and lines, as wellas cord, sinnet, &c, are all made from the bark ofthe porou, as in all the islands of Polynesia. Onenet which we measured was ninety feet in length.In the manufacture of these, they display a greaterproficiency than in their cloth, which is much inferiorto that at Pitcairn Island or Otaheite. Their imple-ments for this purpose are the same in shape asthose at the above-mentioned places; but

the onewhich we got differed in not being grooved. Their weapons consist of spears, and a staff flat-tened at the end like a whale-lance: they are made o 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 196 VOYAGE TO THE of a hard wood, and highly polished. The spearswere headed with bone, or the sting rays of the raia(pastinea); a custom which once existed at Otaheite,and now extends to many of the low islands. Theantiquity of this practice is traced to very remoteperiods, as it is said that the head of the spear pre-sented by Circe to Telegonus, and with which heunceremoniously slew his father Ulysses, was of thiskind. At Gambier Island they remove the headsof the spears when not required, a square piece be-ing left at the end of the staff to receive it. Besidesthese weapons, they always carry large sticks. Contrary to the general custom, no canoes areseen at

Gambier Islands, but rafts or katamarans areused instead. They are from forty to fifty feet inlength, and will contain upwards of twenty persons.They consist of the trunks of trees fastened toge-ther by rope and cross-beams : upon this a triangu-lar sail is hoisted, supported by two poles from eachend; but it is only used when the wind is very fa-vourable ; at which time, if two or three katama-rans happen to be going the same way, they fastenon and perform their voyage together. At othertimes they use very large paddles made of a darkhard wood, capable of a good polish, and neatlyexecuted. Some of them had a hand or a foot,carved at the extremity of the handles, very wellfinished. They are above five feet and a half inlength, including two feet eight inches of blade,which is about a foot in width, curved, and furnish-ed with a small point or nail at the extremity. Inshallow water they make use of

long poles for punt-ing, in preference to their paddles.
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Gambier Islands, and deepened thewater so much that, after quitting our anchorage,we could get no soundings with the hand-linesuntil near the bar, which was plainly distinguishedby its colour long before we came upon it. Therewas not less than seven fathoms where we passed,and yet the sea, which rolled in heavily from theS. W., all but broke, notwithstanding the windhad been blowing strong in the opposite directionfor a week before. This effect of the prevalentsouth-westerly gales in the high latitudes, which isfelt many hundred miles from the place whence itproceeds, occasions a material obstacle to landingupon the low islands, by rolling in upon the shore,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 198 VOYAGE TO THE in an opposite direction to the trade wind, andthereby making it more dangerous to land on thelee-side of the island than on the other. In theGambier groupe there are several small sandy islandsat the S. W. extremity of the chain that surroundsit, over which the sea broke so heavily that theywere entirely lost amidst the foam. I named themWolfe Islands, after Mr. James Wolfe, one of themidshipmen of the ship. We passed them tolerablyclose, admiring the grand scene which they pre-sented, and then stood on a northerly course withthe intention of visiting Lord Hood's Island. In the forenoon of the following day several whitetern, noddies, and black gulls

came about us, andgradually increased in numbers as we proceeded onour course. A few hours afterwards Lord Hood'sIsland was reported from aloft. On nearing it, wefound it to consist of an assemblage of small islets,rising from a chain of coral, even with, or a littleabove, the water's edge. Upon these grew a varietyof evergreen trees thickly intertwined, among whichthe broad leaves and clusters of fruit of the pan-danus were conspicuous, and beneath them a mattedsurface of moss and grass, so luxuriant and invi-tingly cool, that we were almost tempted to land atany risk. The sea, however, broke so heavily uponall parts of the shore that the attempt would havebeen highly dangerous, and we consequently col-lected all the information that was required, andhastened our departure. Krusenstern states in his" Memoire sur la Pacifique," that this island is in-habited : such must undoubtedly have

been thecase once, as we saw a square stone hut, similar tothose described at Crescent Island, on one of its



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             199 angles; but there are no human beings upon it atpresent, which indeed we conjectured to be the casebefore our boats made the circuit of it, from thenumber of sea birds in its vicinity, and also fromthe shoals of sharks which followed the boats, andeven bit at the oars ; for these animals, like mostothers, seem to have learned by experience to avoidthe haunts of man. The only living thing seenupon the shore was a grey heron gorging itself withblack star-fish. Lord Hood's Island was discovered by Mr.Wilson in the Missionary ship DufF; it is 11-2miles in length, and 4*7 miles in width, in a northand south direction; and like almost all

the coralislands it contains a lagoon, and is steep on all itssides. After quitting it, we looked in vain, the nextday, for an island which Mr. Wilson supposed hesaw; but not finding it in or near the situationassigned, and he being himself doubtful whether itmight not have been a cloud, I did not bestowlonger time in the search, but steered for the islandof Clermont Tonnere, which was seen on the 18th.This island bore a very close resemblance to Hood'sIsland, but was inhabited, and clothed with cocoa-nut trees. The sea broke so heavily upon all partsof the shore that there was no possibility of landingin our boats ; yet the natives put off in their canoesand paddled to us. They were a very inferior raceto those of the Gambier Islands, and seemed morenearly allied in feature to those of Mangea and NewCaledonia; yet here also there was among them agreat diversity of complexion. In one of the

canoesthere was a man nearly as dark as an African negro,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 200                           VOYAGE TO THE with woolly hair, tied in a knot like the Radackers;and another with a light complexion, sandy hair,and European features. About forty of the natives came down to the beachwhen we approached it, with bunches of feathersand leaves fastened upon sticks, and with bludgeonsin their hands. Both sexes were naked with theexception of their maros, and without any orna-ments or tattooing. Iron, which they called " toki,"was the most marketable article, but the surf was sohigh that there was very little communication withthem. The men, who came off to us in their canoes,would not suffer our boats to approach them. Afterhaving

made a number of presents to one of them,we thought we might at least examine his canoe;but he and his comrade paddled away with thegreatest precipitation, and were so terrified at theapproach of the boat that they jumped overboardand swam towards the shore. The canoe was constructed with small pieces ofwood well put together and sewed with the bark ofa tree, and, like all the single canoes of Polynesia,was provided with an outrigger. She carried twomen, but was propelled almost entirely by one, theother being fully occupied in throwing out thewater, which came in plentifully at both sides andover the stern. Could they have avoided this andapplied the efforts of both to the paddles, her ra-pidity would have surpassed that of our boat; butas it was she was soon overtaken. We did notkeep these poor fellows longer in the water than wecould help, but quitted the canoe as soon

as we hadexamined its construction, and had the satisfactionto observe them return to it, and get in, one at a time,at the stern, and then paddled ashore.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              201 The dialect of the people of Clermont Tonnerewas quite different from that of the Gambier Is-landers, though, from a few words which we distin-guished, there is no doubt of the language beingradically the same. According to our calculationthe whole population did not exceed two hundred. The island is ten miles in length, but very narrow,particularly at the extremities, and, when seen at adistance, does not appear to be half a mile wide.It is of the same formation as Lord Hood's Island,but more perfect. With the exception of a fewbreaks in the southern shore, by which the sea, whenhigh, may at times communicate with

the lagoon, itis altogether above water. At the extremities andangles the soil is more elevated than in other parts,as if the influence of the sea had been more feltupon them, and heaped up the coral higher. Theyare, also, better provided with shrubs, and particu-larly cocoa-nut trees, the soil resting upon the debrisbeing, I suppose, deeper. The lagoon had severalsmall islets in it, and the shores all round are steep,and abound with fish, but we did not see any sharks. Captain Duperrey, in his voyage round the worldin the Coquille, visited this island, and, supposing itto be a new discovery, named it Clermont Tonnere,after the French minister of marine. It is evident,however, from its situation agreeing very nearlywith that of an island discovered by the Minerva,that it must be the same; no other being found suf-ficiently near to answer the description. CaptainDuperrey has, no doubt, been

misled by the dimen-sions given of the island by the Minerva; but thatmay be easily accounted for, by supposing the islandto have been seen from the Minerva lengthwise, andat a distance.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 202 VOYAGE TO THE While we were off Clermont Tonnere, we had anarrow escape from a water-spout of more thanordinary size. It approached us amidst heavy rain,thunder, and lightning, and was not seen until itwas very near to the ship. As soon as we werewithin its influence, a gust of wind obliged us totake in every sail, and the topsails, which could notbe furled in time, were in danger of splitting. Thewind blew with great violence, momentarily chang-ing its direction, as if it were sweeping round inshort spirals; the rain, which fell in torrents, wasalso precipitated in curves with short intervals ofcessation. Amidst this thick shower the water-spout was

discovered, extending in a tapering formfrom a dense stratum of cloud, to within thirty feetof the water where it was hid, by the foam of thesea being whirled upwards with a tremendous gira-tion. It changed its direction after it was first seen,and threatened to pass over the ship; but beingdiverted from its course by a heavy gust of wind, itgradually receded. On the dispersion of this mag-nificent phenomenon, we observed the column todiminish gradually, and at length to retire to thecloud, from whence it had descended, in an undu-lating form. Various causes have been assigned for these for-mations, which appear to be intimately connectedwith electricity. On the present occasion a ball offire was observed to be precipitated into the sea, andone of the boats, which was away from the ship, wasso surrounded by lightning, that Lieutenant Belcherthought it advisable to get rid of the

anchor, byhanging it some fathoms under water, and to coverthe seamen's muskets. From the accounts of this
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              203 officer and Mr. Smyth, who were at a distance fromthe ship, the column of the water-spout first de-scended in a spiral form, until it met the ascendingcolumn a short distance from the sea ;* a second anda third were afterwards formed,! which subsequentlyunited into one large column,^ and this again sepa-rated into three small spirals, and then dispersed. Itis not impossible that the highly rarefied air confinedby the woods encircling the lagoon islands may con-tribute to the formation of these phenomena, A canoe near the ship very wisely hastened onshore at the approach of the bad

weather, for had itbeen drawn within the vortex of the whirlwind itmust have perished. We had the greatest appre-hension for our boats, which were absent during thestorm, but fortunately they suffered no injury. Neither the barometer nor sympeisometer weresensibly affected by this partial disturbance of theatmosphere; but the temperature underwent achange of eight degrees, falling from 82° to 74°; atmidnight it rose to 78°. On the day succeeding thisoccurrence, several water-spouts were seen in thedistance, the weather being squally and gloomy. After examining the vicinity of Clermont Ton-nere for the island of the Minerva, and seeing noother land, we steered for Serle Island, which wasdiscovered at daylight on the 21st January, bear-ing west. Its first appearance was that of a lowstrip of land with a hillock at each extremity, butthese, on a nearer

approach, proved to be clumps oflarge trees. Admiral Krusenstern, in his valuableMemoir on the South Pacific,^ observes, that Serle * See plate (A).                + (B.)               X (C). § Page 276, 4to. edition.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 204 VOYAGE TO THE Island is higher than any other island of the lowarchipelago ; that it has two hills at its extremities,and a third near its centre; and on this account re-commends it as a place of reconnoissance for shipsentering the archipelago. In this, however, he hasbeen misled by some navigator who mistook thetrees for hills, and over-estimated the height of them,as the tallest does not exceed fifty feet. Some columns of smoke rising from the islandshowed that it was inhabited, and on rounding theN. W. extreme we perceived several men and wo-men running along the beach, dragging after themlong poles or spears. The population

altogethercannot exceed a hundred. The men were entirelynaked, but the women had the usual covering. Theywere of the same dark swarthy colour with the na-tives of Clermont Tonnere, with the hair tied in asimilar knot on the top of the head, and like them theywere deficient in tattooing and ornaments. Theirweapons were poles about twenty feet in length,similar to those of the Friendly Islanders, and heavyclubs. We could not perceive any canoes. This island is seven miles and a half in length ina N. W. direction, and two and a quarter miles inwidth in its broadest part. It is of coral formation,and very similar to that just described ; its windwardside is the most perfect: the southern side of the chain,however, differs in being wider, and having a barrenflat full an eighth of a mile outside the trees. Onthis account it is necessary for a ship to be cautiousin approaching

it during the night, as it is so lowthat the breakers would be the first warning of thedanger of her situation. The lagoon is very narrow,and apparently shallow, with several islands in the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 • PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              205 middle. Besides the clumps of trees at the extre-mities, which at a distance have the appearance ofbanyan trees, there are several clusters of palms; adistinction which I would recommend to the atten-tion of commanders of vessels; as, besides assistingthem in identifying the islands, it will enable themto estimate their distance from them with tolerableprecision. We left Serle Island on the morning of the 22d,and at sunset hove to in the parallel of WhitsundayIsland. This island, discovered by Captain Wallisin 1767, is situated forty miles to the westward ofthe place he has assigned to it, and we consequentlyran to the

westward all the next day, in expectationof seeing it, but it was not reported from the mast-head until late in the evening. In the morning ofthe 23d the boats succeeded in landing, though withsome difficulty ; and found indubitable proofs of theisland having been thickly inhabited; but no nativeswere seen. Under a large clump of trees we observedseveral huts, eight feet by three, thatched with driedpalm leaves, the doors of which were so low that itwas necessary to crawl upon the ground to enter theapartments within. Near these dwellings were somesheds and several piles of chewed pandanus nuts. The island was traversed in various directions bywell trodden pathways : not far from the huts wereseveral reservoirs of water cut about eighteen inchesinto the coral, and about five feet from the generalsurface of the soil; the water in them was fresh, butfrom neglect the reservoirs were nearly

filled withdecayed leaves, and emitted a putrid smell. Inanother direction we saw several slabs of coral placederect, to denote burial places ; and near the opening
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 206                            VOYAGE TO THE to the lagoon there were several rows of stakes driveninto the ground for the purpose of taking fish. Butwhat most attracted our attention was a heap of fishbones, six feet by five, neatly cleaned, and piled upvery carefully with planks placed upon them to pre-vent their being scattered by the wind. We found the island only a mile and a half inlength, instead of four miles, as stated by CaptainWallis ; steep all round ; of coral formation ; wellwooded, and containing a lagoon. The generalheight of the soil was six feet above the level of thesea, of which nearly two feet were coral rock ; fromthe trees to the surf there was a

space of hard rocknearly 150 yards in length, covered with about a footof water, beyond which it descended rapidly, and at500 yards distance no bottom could be found with1500 feet of line. On the inner side, from the trees tothe lake, there was a gentle declivity of muddy sandfilled with shells of the cardium, linedo, tridacnae,gigas, and a species of trochus. The trees, whichformed a tolerably thick wood round the lagoon,were similar to those at Clermont Tonnere, consist-ing principally of pandanus and cocoa-nut, inter-woven with the tournefortia, scoevola, and lepidiumpiscidium. On the south side of the island there was a verynarrow entrance to the lagoon, too shallow for thepassage of boats, even had the water been smooth.It was of this opening, I presume, that CaptainWallis observes that the surf was too high upon therocks for his boats to attempt the passage. The

lagoon was comparatively shallow; the edges,for a considerable distance, sloped gradually towardthe centre and then deepened suddenly; the edge



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              207 of the bank being nearly perpendicular. This bank,as well as numerous islets in the lagoon, were formedof coral and dead and live tridacnae shells. Thespace between the islets was very rugged, and fullof deep holes. In the lagoon there were several kinds of bril-liantly coloured fish; on the reef, some fistularia;and in the surf a brown and black chastodon with ablack patch at the junction of the tail with thebody. Upon the land were seen a few rats andlizards, a white heron, a curlew, some sandpipers,and a species of columba resembling the columbaaustralis. In the evening we bore up for Queen

Charlotte'sIsland, another coral formation also discovered byCaptain Wallis, and so grown up that we could notsee any lagoon in its centre, as we had done in allthe others. Several huts and sheds similar to thoseat Whitsunday Island occur in a bay on its northernshore, but there were no inhabitants. It may beremembered that when Captain Wallis visited thisisland, the natives took to their canoes and fled tothe next island to the westward : whether they didso on the present occasion we could not determine,but in all probability we should have seen them ifthey had. Queen Charlotte's Island afforded Cap-tain Wallis a plentiful supply of cocoa-nuts, but atpresent not a tree of that description is to be seen.The shore is more steep than either Whitsunday orClermont Tonnere, and the huts more numerous. At two o'clock in the afternoon we quitted QueenCharlotte's Island, and in

two hours afterwards sawLagoon Island, which was discovered by CaptainCook; the former bearing S. 6° W. true, the latter



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 208 VOYAGE TO THE due north, by which an excellent opportunity oc-curred of comparing the longitudes of those cele-brated navigators. The next morning we coasted the north side ofLagoon Island very closely, while the barge navi-gated the other. It is three miles in length in aW. by S. direction, and a mile and a quarter inwidth. Its general figure has been accurately de-scribed by Captain Cook: the southern side is stillthe low reef of breakers which he saw, and thethree shallow openings on the north shore still exist,though one of them has almost disappeared. Twococoa-nut trees in the centre of the island, whichCook observes had the appearance of

flags, are stillwaving; " the tower" at the western end is alsothere, but has increased to a large clump of cocoa-nut trees: a similar clump has sprung up at theeastern end. The lagoon is, in some parts, veryshallow and contracted, and has many dry isletsupon it. The shore is steep, as at the other coralislands, excepting on the south side, which shouldnot be approached within a quarter of a mile. We brought to off a small village at the N. W.extremity of the island, and sent two boats on shore.The natives seeing them approach came down tothe beach armed with poles from twenty to twenty-five feet in length, with bone heads, and short clubsshaped like a bill-hook; but before they reached thesurf they laid down their weapons. At first theybeckoned our people to land ; but seeing the break-ers too high, they suffered themselves to be bribedby a few pieces of iron, and swam off to

them. Abrisk traffic soon began, and all the disposable ar-ticles of the natives were speedily purchased for a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              209 few nails, broken pieces of iron, and beads: theythen brought down cocoa-nuts, and exchanged six ofthem for a nail or a bit of iron, which is known here,as at Clermont Tonnere, by the name of " toki."The strictest integrity was observed by these peoplein all their dealings. If one person had not thenumber of cocoa-nuts demanded for a piece of iron,he borrowed from his neighbour; and when any ofthe fruit fell over-board in putting it into the boat,they swam after it and restored it to the owner.Such honesty is rare among the natives of Polyne-sia, and the Lagoon Islanders consequently ingra-tiated themselves

much with us. We got fromthem nearly two hundred cocoa-nuts, and severalornamental parts of their dress, one of which con-sisted of thin bands of human hair, very neatlyplaited, about five feet in length, with four or fivedozen strings in each. To some of these wereattached a dried doodoe-nut (aleurites triloba), or apiece of wood. We also got some of their mats andsinnet made of the porou bark (hibiscus tiliaceus). The men were a fine athletic race, with frizzledhair, which they wore very thick. In complexionthey were much lighter than the islanders of Cler-mont Tonnere: one man, in particular, and the onlyone who had whiskers, was so fair, and so like anEuropean, that the boat's crew claimed him as acountryman. No superfluous ornaments were wornby either sex, nor were any of them tattooed: thedress of the males was simply a maro of straw, andsometimes a straw sack

hung over their shoulders toprevent the sun from scorching their backs: two ofthem were distinguished by crowns of white fea-thers. The women had a mat wrapped about their VOL. I.                                     p •



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 210 VOYAGE TO THE chaK loins as their only covering: some wore the hair tiedv—-vw in a bunch upon one side of the head, others had ame;', plaited band tied round it. They were inferior tothe men in personal appearance, and mostly bow-legged; but they exercised an authority not verycommon among uncivilized people, by taking fromthe men whatever articles they received in exchangefor their fruit, as soon as they returned to the shore.The good-natured countenances of these people, thehonesty observed in all their dealings, and the greatrespect they paid their women, bespeak them a moreamiable race than the avaricious Gambier Islanders. We

quitted them about three o'clock in the af-ternoon, and in a few hours after saw Thrum CapIsland, bearing N. 56° 54' W.; the clump on La-goon Island at the same time bearing S. 58° 14' E.,thirteen miles distant. This island, discovered andso named by Captain Cook, is also of coral, three-quarters of a mile in length, well wooded, and steepall round. At a mile distance from it we couldget no bottom with 400 fathoms. We could per-ceive no lagoon; and the surf ran too high to admitof landing. Some slabs placed erect, and a hut,showed it had once been inhabited; but the onlyliving things we saw were birds and turtle. M.Bougainville gave this island the name of Les Lan-ders, in consequence of the men whom he saw onit, being armed with long spears, and who probablywere visiters from the island we had just left. From Thrum Cap we steered for Egmont Island,the second

discovery of Captain Wallis, which weshortly saw from the mast-head, and by sunset wereclose to it. The next morning the shore was verycarefully examined, and we found the reef so low



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               211 toward the centre that in high tides there can beno communication with the extremities. The islandis steep, like all the other coral islands, and wellwooded with cocoa-nut and pandanus-trees, and hasone of the large clumps at its N. W. extremity. Upon the windward island we perceived aboutfifty inhabitants collected upon the beach ; the menin one groupe, armed in the same manner as theLagoon Islanders, and the women in another placemore inland. No boat could land on this or on anyother part of the island : to leeward the S. W. swellrolled even more heavily upon the shore than thatoccasioned by the trade-wind

on the opposite side:we were in consequence obliged to trade with thenatives in the manner pursued at Lagoon Island.Two of the islanders, when they thought we weregoing to land, advanced with slow strides, and wentthrough a number of pantomimic gestures, whichwe could not understand, except that they were ofa friendly nature. This lasted until the boats an-chored outside the reef, and they were invited toaccept some pieces of " toki." Gold and silver are notmore valued in European countries, than iron, evenin its rudest form, is by the islanders of Polynesia.At the sound of the word, the two spokesmen, andall the natives, who had before been seated underthe shade of the trees, ran off to their huts, andbrought down whatever they thought likely to ob-tain a piece of the precious substance,—mats, bands,nets, oyster-shells, hooks, and a variety of small arti-cles similar to those

before described were offeredfor sale. The only article they would not partwith, though we offered a higher price than itseemed to deserve, was a stick with a bunch of p 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 212 VOYAGE TO THE chap, black tern feathers suspended to it. At Lagoon,*—-v^ and other islands which we visited both before and1826. afterwards, the natives carried one or more of thesesticks: they are mentioned as being seen by theearliest voyagers, and are probably marks of distinc-tion or of amity. These people so much resemble the LagoonIslanders in person, manners, language, and dress,as to need no description : the island is also of thesame formation, and has apparently the same pro-ductions. We noticed only one canoe; but nodoubt they have others, as a constant communica-tion is kept up with the islands to windward. Itmay be recollected that

it was upon this islandCaptain Wallis found all the natives collected whohad deserted Queen Charlotte's Island on his ap-proach. Though these two places are many milesout of sight of each other, yet their canoes tookthe exact direction which, being afterwards fol-lowed by Captain Wallis, led to the discovery ofthe island. Next morning we saw land to the S. by E., whichproved to be a small coral island, answering in situa-tion nearly to that of Carysfort Island, discovered byCaptain Edwards, but so small as to render it veryunlikely that it should be the same. Though weranged the shore very closely, we did not perceiveany inhabitants. It was well wooded, and had seve-ral clusters of cocoa-nut trees. The next morningparties were sent to cut down some of the trees forfire-wood. The surf ran high upon the shore; but,with the assistance of a small raft, a disembarkationwas effected without

any serious accident. Severalof the officers, anxious to land upon this our first



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. 213 discovery in these seas, joined the party in spite of a clirfTp-sound ducking, which was the smallest penalty at- '>—-v~^tached to the undertaking. In one of these attempts j^,the Naturalist was unfortunately drawn into a deephole in the coral by the recoil of the sea, and, butfor prompt assistance, would in all probability havelost his life. The island proved to be only a mile and three-quarters in length, from north to south, and a mileand three-tenths in width. It consisted of a narrowstrip of land of an oval form, not more than twohundred yards wide in any part, with a lagoon inits centre, which the colour of the water indicatedto be

of no great depth. In places this lake washedthe trunks of the trees; in others it was separatedfrom them by a whitish beach, formed principallyof cardium and venus-shells. Shoals of small fishof the ehastodon genus, highly curious and beautifulin colour, sported along the clear margin of the lake,and with them two or three species of fistularia;several moluscous animals and shell-fish occupiedthe hollows of the coral (principally madrepora cer-vi-cornis); and the chama giganteus was found socompletely overgrown by the coral that just suffi-cient space was left for it to open its shell; a factwhich tends to show the rapidity with which coralincreases. Upon the shores of the lagoon, the pan dan us,cocoa-nut, toufano, sccevola kcenigii, the suriana(whose aroma may be perceived at the distance ofseveral miles,) the large clump-tree, pemphis acidula,tournefortia sericea, and other

evergreens commonto these formations, constituted a thick wood, andafforded a cool retreat from the scorching rays of a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 214 VOYAGE TO THE vertical sun, and the still greater annoyance arisingfrom the reflection of the bright white sand; aluxury which until our arrival was enjoyed only bya few black and white tern, tropic and frigate birds,and some soldier-crabs which had taken up theirabode in the vacated turbo-shells. Under these trees were three large pits containingseveral tons of fresh water, and not far from themsome low huts similar to those described at theother islands, and a tomb-stone shaped like that atWhitsunday Island. We judged that the huts hadbeen long deserted, from the circumstance of thetern and other aquatic birds occupying some cala-bashes which were left

in them. Among severalthings found in this deserted village were part of ascraper used by merchant-ships, and a large fish-hook, which we preserved, without suspecting thatthey would at a future day clear up the doubt thatthese articles were calculated to throw upon themerit of discovering this island, to which we other-wise felt an indisputable claim. Our suspicions onthis head were also strengthened by noticing that acocoa-nut tree had been cut down with an instru-ment sharper than the stone axes of the Indians.We had, however, no direct proof that the islandhad been before visited by any ship; and we con-soled ourselves with the possibility of the instru-ments having been brought from a distance by thenatives, who might be absent on a temporary visit,and several of whose canoes we found in the lagoon :the largest of these was eighteen feet in length byfifteen inches in

breadth, hollowed out of the largetree (which we at first mistook for a banyan-tree,)and furnished with outriggers similar to the canoesof Clermont Tonnere.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              215 This island, the north end of which is situated in C"^P-latitude 20° 45' 07" S., and longitude 4° 07' 48" ^^West, of Gambier Island, I named Barrow Island, ^6.in compliment to the Secretary of the Admiralty,whose literary talents and zeal for the promotion ofgeographical science have been long known to theworld. The party on shore succeeded in the course of a Feb l-few hours in collecting a tolerable supply of hardwood, very well adapted for fuel, and some brooms,after which we beat to windward in search of Carys-fort Island; and at four o'clock in the afternoonhad the satisfaction to see land in that direction;but, in

consequence of a strong current setting tothe southward, we did not get near it until theafternoon of the following day. It answered inevery respect to Captain Edwards's description ofCarysfort Island. The strip of land is so low, thatthe sea, in several places, washes into the lagoon.Like all the other islands of this formation we hadvisited, the weather side and the points of the islandwere most wooded, but the vegetation was on thewhole scanty. There is no danger near this island.The outer part of the bank descends abruptly asfollows : at sixty yards from the breakers, 5 fathomswater Eighty yards . . 13 dittoOne hundred and twenty do. 18 dittoTwo hundred yards . 24 dittoOn the edge of the bank immediately after, no bot-tom with 35 fathoms. During the night we stood quietly to the south-ward in search of Matilda Rocks and OsnaburghIsland. At daylight we saw large flocks of tern,and

at eleven o'clock land was reported bearing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 216 VOYAGE TO THE chap. w. by S. The barge and the ship circumnavigatedwv«-' this island before dark, and then kept under easy1*26. sau during the night. I learnt from Mr. Belcher,who passed round the eastern side of the island,that he had found an opening into the lagoon inthat direction, and had discovered near it twoanchors lying high up on the reef. At daylight next morning land was seen to thesouthward, which on examination proved to beanother small coral island, three miles and three-quarters in length, by three in width: its form isnearly an oblong with the southern side muchcurved. The lagoon in the centre was deep, itsboundary very low

and narrow, and in places itoverflowed. Several ripplings were observed aboutthese islands, but we passed through them withoutobtaining soundings. As soon as the plan of this island was completed,we returned to that upon which the anchors wereobserved, and spent the whole day in its examina-tion. The lagoon was entered in the boats by achannel sufficiently wide and deep for a vessel of theclass of the Blossom, and proved in every respect anexcellent harbour: in entering, however, it is neces-sary to look out carefully for rocks, which rise sud-denly to the surface, or within a very short distanceof it. On landing at the back of the reef, we perceivedunequivocal signs of a shipwreck—part of a vessel'skeel and fore-foot, broken casks, a number of staves,hoops, a ship's hatch marked VIII., some copper,lead, &c, and the beach strewed with broken ironhoops, and in their

vicinity the anchors which werediscovered the preceding day : there were also broken



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.             217 harpoons, lances, a small cannon, cast metal boilers,&c. &c, and a leaden pump which had a crown andthe date 1790 raised upon it. All the iron-workwas much corroded, and must have been a consider-able time exposed to the action of the sea and air,but it was not overgrown in the least by the coral.Two of these anchors weighed about a ton each ; theother was a stream anchor, and with one of the bow-ers, was at the break of the sea; the other bower,together with the boiler, and all the before-men-tioned materials, were lying about two hundredyards from it. The situation in which they werefound, the size

of the anchors, the harpoons, staves,&c. and the date of the pump, render it highly pro-bable that they belonged to the Matilda, a whalerwhich was wrecked in 1792, in the night-time, upona reef of coral rocks, in latitude 22° S., and longitude138° 34' W. But whether they had been washedup there by some extraordinarily high tide and sea,or the reef had since grown upward, and raised thembeyond the present reach of the waves, we could notdecide: the former is most probable; though it isevident, if the above-mentioned remains be those ofthe Matilda, of which there can be very little doubt,that a considerable alteration has taken place in theisland, as the crew of that vessel describe themselvesto have been lost on a reef of rocks, whereas theisland on which these anchors are lying extendsfourteen miles in length, and has one of its sidescovered nearly the whole of the way

with high trees,which, from the spot where the vessel was wrecked,are very conspicuous, and could not fail to be seenby persons in the situation of her crew. The island differs from the other coral formations



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 218 VOYAGE TO THE before described, in having a greater disproportionin the growth of its sides. The one to windward iscovered with tall trees as before mentioned, whilethat to leeward is nearly all under water. The drypart of the chain enclosing the lagoon is about a sixthof a mile in width, but varies considerably in its di-mensions : the broad parts are furnished with lowmounds of sand, which have been raised by the actionof the waves, but are now out of their reach, andmostly covered with vegetation. The violence ofthe waves upon the shore, except at low water,forces the sea into the lake at many points, and oc-casions a constant outset

through the channel toleeward. On both sides of the chain the coral descendsrapidly: on the outer part there is from six to tenfathoms close to the breakers, the next cast is thirtyto forty, and at a little distance there is no bottomwith two hundred and fifty fathoms. On the la-goon side, there are two ledges: the first is coveredabout three feet at high water: at its edge the leaddescends to three fathoms to the next ledge, whichis about forty yards in width; it then slopes to aboutfive fathoms at its extremity, and again descendsperpendicularly to ten; after which there is a gra-dual descent to twenty fathoms, which is the generaldepth of the centre of the lagoon. The lake is dot-ted with knolls or columns of coral, which rise to allintermediate heights between the bottom and thesurface, and are dangerous even to boats sailing inthe lagoon with a fresh breeze, particularly in

cloudyweather, as at that time it is difficult to distinguisheven those which are close to the surface. No cocoa-nut or other fruit-trees have yet been



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STIIAIT.              219 planted on this isolated shore, nor are there any ves- chap.tiges of its ever having been inhabited, excepting by v—<-~jthe feathered tribe, a few lizards, soldier-crabs, and *^occasionally by turtle. The birds, unaccustomed tomolestation, were so ignorant of their danger thatwe lifted them off their nests ; and the fish sufferedas much by our sticks and boat-hooks, as by ourfishing-lines. The sharks, as in almost all unin-habited islands within the tropics, were so numerousand daring, that they took the fish off our lines aswe were hauling them in, and the next minute werethemselves taken by a bait

thrown over for them ; ahappy thought of our fishermen, who by that meansnot only recovered many of their hooks, but gotback the stolen fish in a tolerably perfect state. In several small lakes, occasioned by the sea attimes overflowing the land, we saw an abundance offish of the chajtodon and spams genera, of the samebeautiful colours as those at Barrow Island, and inone of them caught a species of gymnothorax abouttwo feet in length. There were but few echini uponthe reef, but an abundance of shell-fish, consisting ofthe area, ostrea, cardium, turbo, helix, eonus, cyprea,voluta, harpa, haliotis, patella, &c.; also severalaphrodita? holuthuriae (biche la mer) and asteria?, &c. The position of this island differed so considerablyfrom that of Osnaburgh Island, discovered by Cap-tain Carteret, that I beat two days to the eastwardin the parallel of 22° S. in the

expectation of findinganother; but when the view from the mast-headextended half a degree beyond the longitude he hadassigned to his discovery, and we had not even anyindication of land, I gave up further search. Theprobability, therefore, is, that the island upon which



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 220 VOYAGE TO THE we found the wreck is the Osnaburgh of CaptainCarteret; and as it is equally probable, from whathas been said, that the remains are those of the Ma-tilda, it will be proper henceforward to affix to it thenames of both Osnaburgh and Matilda. A doubt might have arisen with respect to theisland discovered to the southward being OsnaburghIsland, had Captain Carteret not expressly said inhis journal, that the island he saw was to the southof him ; but this bearing put such a supposition outof the question, as in that case he must have seenthe island to the "northward also. I have, in conse-quence, considered it a new discovery,

and honouredit with the name of Coekburn Island, in complimentto the Right Honourable Sir George Coekburn,G.C.B., one of the lords of the Admiralty. After we gave up the search to the eastward forthe island of Captain Carteret, we pursued the sameparallel of 22° S. some distance to the westwardwithout being more successful, and then steered forthe Lagoon Island of Captain Bligh, which was seenthe following day. On our approach several largefires were kindled in different parts. The nativeswere darker than those of Lagoon Island of Cook,were nearly naked, and had their hair tied in a knoton the top of the head ; they were all provided withstones, clubs, and spears. As the sea ran very high,we did not land, and consequently had no furthercommunication with them. The island is largerthan is exhibited upon Arrowsmith's Charts, butagrees in situation very

closely with the positionassigned to it by Captain Bligh. Two days afterwards we discovered a small islandin lat. 19° 40' S. and long. 140° 29' W., which, as it



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              221 was not before known, I named Byam Martin Island, ^nf'in compliment to Sir Thomas Byam Martin, K.C.B., *-""Y"—/the Comptroller of the Navy.                                           1826. As we neared the shore the natives made severalfires. Shortly afterwards three of them launched acanoe, and paddled fearlessly to the barge, whichbrought them to the ship. Instead of the deep-coloured uncivilized Indians inhabiting the coralislands in general, a tall well-made person, compara-tively fair, and handsomely tattooed, ascended theside, and, to our surprise, familiarly accosted us inthe Otaheitan manner. The

second had a hog anda cock tattooed upon his breast—animals almostunknown among the islands of Eastern Polynesia;and the third wore a turban of blue nankeen. Eitherof these were distinctions sufficient to excite con-siderable interest, as they convinced us they werenot natives of the island before us, but had eitherbeen left there, or drifted away from some otherisland : the latter supposition was the most probable,as they described themselves to have undergonegreat privation and suffering, by which many oftheir companions had lost their lives, and their canoeto have been wrecked upon the island ; and thatthey and their friends on shore were anxious to em-bark in the ship, and return to Otaheite. A littlesuspicion was at first attached to this account, as itseemed impossible for a canoe to reach their presentasylum without purposely paddling towards it; asByam

Martin Island, unlike Wateo, upon whichOmai found his countrymen, is situated six hundredmiles from Otaheite, in the direction of the trade-wind. We could not doubt, however, that theywere natives of that place, as they mentioned the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 222                           VOYAGE TO THE yj^' names of the missionaries residing there, and proved—y—^ that thev could both read and write. Feb. 1826.         To their solicitation to return in the ship to Ota- heite, as their numbers on shore amounted to fortypersons, I could not yield, and I pointed out to themthe impossibility of doing so; but that we mightlearn the real history of their adventures, I offereda passage to the man who first ascended the side, ashe appeared the most intelligent of the party. Thepoor fellow was at first quite delighted, but suddenlybecame grave, and inquired if his wife and childrenmight accompany him, as he could on no

accountconsent to a separation. Our compliance with thisrequest appeared to render him completely happy ;but still fearful of disappointment, before quittingthe ship he sent to ask if I was in earnest. The next morning, on landing, we found him, hiswife, and family, with their goods and chattels, uponthe beach, ready to embark, and all the islandersassembled to take leave of them ; but as we wishedto examine the island first, we postponed this cere-mony until the evening. The little colony gave usa very friendly reception, and conducted us to theirvillage, which consisted of a few low huts, similar tothose at Barrow Island; but they had no fruit tooffer us, excepting pandanus-nuts, which they dis-liked almost as much as ourselves, and told us theyhad been accustomed to better fare. In their huts we found calabashes of water sus-pended to the roof, mats, baskets, and

every thingcalculated for a sea-voyage ; and not far from thema plentiful store of fish, raised about four feet abovethe ground, out of the reach of the rats, which werevery numerous. They had clothing sufficient for



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               223 the climate, and were in every respect stout andhealthy ; there was therefore no immediate necessityfor removing them, though I offered to take themas far as the next island, which was larger and inha-bited, and where — concluding, from what we saw,that these people were auxiliary missionaries—theywould have an opportunity of prosecuting theirpious intentions in the conversion of the natives.This proposal, however, after a little consultation,was declined, from an apprehension of being killedand eaten, as they supposed the greater part of theinhabitants of the eastern islands of Polynesia to

becannibals. We very soon discovered that our little colonywere Christians : they took an early opportunity ofconvincing us of this, and that they had both Tes-taments, hymn-books, &c. printed in the Otaheitanlanguage: they also shewed us a black-lead pencil,and other materials for writing. Some of the girlsrepeated hymns, and the greater part evinced areverence and respect for the sacred books, whichreflects much credit upon the missionaries, underwhose care we could no longer doubt they had atone time been. Tuwarri, to whom I offered a passage, we foundwas not the principal person on the island, but thattheir chief was a man who accompanied him in theboat, with his legs dreadfully enlarged with theelephantiasis: it was he who directed their course,rebuilt their canoe after it had been stranded, andwho appeared also to be their protector, being theonly

one who possessed fire-arms. His importancein this respect was, however, a little diminished bythe want of powder and shot, and by an accident



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 224 VOYAGE TO THE C vnP" which had deprived him of the hammer of his gun>—~v—' —a misfortune he particularly regretted, as it had1826. been given him by King Pomarree. His anxietyon this head was relieved by finding our armourercould supply the defect, and that we could furnishhim with the necessary materials for the defence ofhis party. The canoe in which this extraordinary voyage hadbeen made was found hauled up at a different partof the island from that on which we landed, andplaced under a shed very neatly built, with the re-pairs executed in a workmanlike manner, and inevery respect ready for sea. She was a double

canoe,vipwards of thirty feet long by nine broad, and threefeet nine inches deep ; each vessel having three feetthree inches beam : one was partly decked, and theother provided with a thatched shed: they weresharp at both ends, each of which was fitted for arudder, and the timbers were sewed together withstrong plaited cord, after the manner of the canoesof Chain Island, where they are brought to greatperfection. We remained the whole day upon the island,contributing to the comfort of the inhabitants bythe distribution of useful presents; and at the sametime making our own observations, and endeavour-ing to learn something of their history, and at sun-set we assembled upon the beach to embark. PoorTuwarri was quite overwhelmed at separating fromhis companions and fellow-sufferers. The wholevillage accompanied him to the boat, to the lasttestifying their

regard by some little act of civility.When the moment of departure arrived, the mengathered about him, embraced him, shed abundance



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              225 of tears, and took their leave in a solemn mannerwith very few words. The women, on the otherhand, clung about his wife and children, and in-dulged a weakness that better became their sex. The island upon which we found them is nearlyan oval of three miles and three-quarters diameter.It is of coral formation, and has a lagoon and pro-ductions very similar to the other islands recentlydescribed. One species of coral not noticed beforewas seen in the lagoon, growing above water: itwas a millepore extending itself in vertical platesparallel to the shore. Among the vegetable pro-ductions, the

polypodium vulgare, seen at Whitsun-day Island, was found here ; and also a small shrub,which we afterwards ascertained to be an achyran-thus. From the pemphis we procured a large sup-ply of firewood, to which use it is well adapted, asit burns a long time, gives great heat, and occupiescomparatively little room. The wood of this treeis as hard as lignum vita?, and equally good fortools; its specific gravity much greater than sea-water: its colour is deep red, but the inner barkmore strongly tinged; and if properly prepared,would perhaps afford a good dye. From Byam Martin Island we steered for Glou-cester Island of Captain Wallis, and early the nextmorning were close to it. The appearance of theisland has been accurately described by its dis-coverer, but its present form and extent differ mate-rially. At the S. E. angle of the island we noticeda morai built of stones,

but there were no inhabi-tants upon the shore. In passing to windward ofthe island, the current unexpectedly set so strongupon it, that the ship was for a considerable time in VOL. I.                                 Q



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 226 VOYAGE TO THE imminent danger of being thrown upon the rocks,and her escape is entirely attributable to the rapiddescent of the coral reef, which at times wasalmost under her bottom. She, however, fortu-nately cleared the reef, and was immediately insafety. After collecting the necessary information,we steered for Bow Island, which was seen from themast-head at three o'clock the same afternoon.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. 227 CHAPTER VIII. Boat sent to examine the Channel into Bow Island Lagoon—Unexpected Interview between Tuwarri and his Brother—APearl Brig at anchor in the Lagoon—Mystery attached to theByam Martin Islanders dispelled—Their interesting History,extensive Wanderings and Sufferings—Sequel of Tuwarri'sHistory—Ship enters the Lagoon—Description of the Island—A short Account of the Natives—Visit several other coralIslands, and discover Melville and Croker Islands—Remarks onthe Discoveries of Cook, Wallis, Carteret, &c.—Peculiarities ofthe coral Islands—Arrival at Otaheite. Bow Island was discovered by M.

Bougainville C^APin 1768, and the following year was visited by ^J^v^Captain Cook, who gave it its present name from i^e2b6.the resemblance its shape bore to a bow. Its figureprotracted upon paper, however, is very irregular,and bears but small resemblance to the instrumentafter which it was named ; but to a person viewingit as Captain Cook did, the mistake is very likely tooccur. It is of coral formation, thirty-four mileslong, and ten broad; well wooded on the weatherside, but very scantily so on the other ; and so lowin this half, that the sea in places washes into thelagoon. We sailed close along what may be con-sidered the string of the bow, while the barge navi- Q 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 228                              VOYAGE TO THE gated the arch ; and thus, between us, in a fewhours made the circuit of the island. Previous to quitting England, Captain Charlton,the consul at the Sandwich Islands, among otheruseful matter which he obligingly communicated,informed me of an opening through the coral reefof this island into the lagoon ; and as I was desirous,at this period of the survey, of having a point astro-nomically fixed to correct the chronometrical mea-surements, I determined, if possible, to enter thelagoon with the ship. When we reached the sup-posed opening, a boat was lowered to examine it;and Tuwarri was sent in her to conciliate the na-

tives, should any be seen in the course of the service.As she drew near the shore, several men were ob-served among the trees; and the officer in charge ofthe boat, acting under my general orders of beingalways prepared for an attack, desired the musketsto be loaded. Tuwarri, who had probably neverpossessed much courage, at the sight of these prepa-rations wished himself anywhere else than in hispresent situation, and, to judge from his counte-nance, calculated at least upon being killed andeaten by cannibals : he was in the greatest agitationas the boat advanced, until she came within speak-ing distance of the strangers, when, instead of thesupposed monsters ready to devour him, he recog-nised, to his surprise, his own brother and severalfriends whom he had left at Chain Island threeyears before, all of whom had long given him up aslost, and whom he never expected to

see again. The two brothers met in a manner which didcredit to their feelings, and after the first salutationsat down together upon the beach with their hands



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              229 firmly locked, and entered into serious conversation,consisting no doubt of mutual inquiries after friendsand relations, and Tuwarri's account of his peril-ous adventure. They continued with their handsgrasped until it was time for the boat to return tothe ship, when they both came on board. Thisaffecting interview increased our impatience to havethe mystery which overhung the fate of our passen-ger cleared up, and an opportunity fortunately hap-pened for doing so. The gig, on entering the lagoon, had been metby a boat from an English brig (the Dart, employedby the Australian Pearl Company) at anchor there,with a

number of divers, natives of Chain Island,hired into her service : among these men there wasone who acted as interpreter, and who was immedi-ately engaged to communicate to us the particularsof Tuwarri's adventures, which possess so much in-terest that the reader will not, I am sure, regret therelation of them. Tuwarri was a native of one of the low coralformations discovered by Captain Cook in his firstvoyage, called Anaa by the natives, but by himnamed Chain Island, situated about three hundredmiles to the eastward of Otaheite, to which it is tri-butary. About the period of the commencement ofhis misfortunes old Pomarree the king of Otaheitedied, and was succeeded by his son, then a child.On the accession of this boy several chiefs and com-moners of Chain Island, among whom was Tuwarri,planned a voyage to Otaheite, to pay a visit of cere-mony and of homage to their

new sovereign. Theonly conveyance these people could command wasdouble canoes, three of which of the largest class



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 230                           VOYAGE TO THE were prepared for the occasion. To us, accustomedto navigate the seas in ships of many tons burthen,provided with a compass and the necessary instru-ments to determine our position, a canoe with onlythe stars for her guidance, and destined to a placewhose situation could be at the best but approxi-mately known, appears so frail and uncertain a con-veyance, that we may wonder how any personscould be found sufficiently resolute to hazard theundertaking. They knew, however, that similarvoyages had been successfully performed, not onlyto mountainous islands to leeward, but to some thatwere scarcely six feet above

the water, and weresituated in the opposite direction; and as no illomens attended the present undertaking, no unusualfears were entertained. The canoes being accord-ingly prepared, and duly furnished with all that wasconsidered necessary, the persons intending to pro-ceed on this expedition were embarked, amountingin all to a hundred and fifty souls. What was thearrangement of the other two canoes is unknown tous, but in Tuwarri's there were twenty-three men,fifteen women, and ten children, and a supply ofwater and provision calculated to last three weeks. On the day of departure all the natives assembledupon the beach to take leave of our adventurers;the canoes were placed with scrupulous exactness inthe supposed direction which was indicated by cer-tain marks upon the land, and then launched intothe sea amidst the good wishes and adieus of theircountrymen. With a

fair wind and full sail theyglided rapidly over the space without a thought ofthe possibility of the miseries to which they wereafterwards exposed.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              231 It happened, unfortunately, that the monsoonthat year* began earlier than was expected, andblew with great violence; two days were, notwith-standing, passed under favourable circumstances,and the adventurers began to look for the high landof Maitea, an island between Chain Island and Ota-heite, and to anticipate the pleasures which the suc-cessful termination of their voyage would affordthem, when their progress was delayed by a calm,the precursor of a storm, which rose suddenly froman unfavourable quarter, dispersed the canoes, anddrove them away before it. In this manner theydrifted for several days; but

on the return of fineweather, having a fortnight's provision remaining,they again resolutely sought their destination, untila second gale drove them still farther back than thefirst, and lasted so long that they became exhausted.Thus many days were past; their distance fromhome hourly increasing; the sea continually washingover the canoe, to the great discomfiture of thewomen and children; and their store of provisiondwindled to the last extremity. A long calm, and,what was to them even worse, hot dry weather, suc-ceeded the tempest, and reduced them to a state ofthe utmost distress. They described to us theircanoe, alone and becalmed on the ocean; the crew,perishing with thirst beneath the fierce glare of atropical sun, hanging exhausted over their paddles;children looking to their parents for support, andmothers deploring their inability to afford themassistance. Every means of

quenching their thirstwere resorted to; some drank the sea water, and * In the South Pacific the monsoons are occasionally feltthroughout all the islands of Eastern Polynesia.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 232 VOYAGE TO THE others bathed in it, or poured it over their heads;but the absence of fresh water in the torrid zonecannot be compensated by such substitutes. Dayafter day, those who were able extended their gourdsto heaven in supplication for rain, and repeated theirprayers, but in vain; the fleecy cloud floating highin the air indicated only an extension of their suffer-ing : distress in its most aggravated form had atlength reached its height, and seventeen persons fellvictims to its horrors. The situation of those who remained may readilybe imagined, though their fate would never havebeen known to us, had not Providence at this criti-cal moment wrought a

change in their favour. Thesky, which for some time had been perfectly serene,assumed an aspect which at any other period wouldhave filled our sufferers with apprehension; but, onthe present occasion, the tropical storm, as it ap-proached, was hailed with thankfulness, and wel-comed as their deliverer. All who were able cameupon the deck with blankets, gourds, and cocoa-nutshells, and held them toward the black cloud, asit approached, pouring down torrents of rain, ofwhich every drop was of incalculable value to thesufferers; they drank copiously and thankfully, andfilled every vessel with the precious element. Thusrecruited, hope revived; but the absence of foodagain plunged them into the deepest despair. Weneed not relate the dreadful alternative to whichthey had recourse until several large sharks rose tothe surface and followed the canoe; Tuwarri, bybreaking off the

head of an iron scraper, formed itinto a hook, and succeeded in catching one of them,which was instantly substituted for the revoltingbanquet which had hitherto sustained life.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              233 Thus refreshed, they again worked at their pad-dles or spread their sail, and were not long beforetheir exertions were repaid with the joyful sight ofland, on which clusters of cocoa-nuts crowned theheads of several tufts of palm-trees: they hurriedthrough the surf and soon reached the much wishedfor spot, but being too feeble to ascend the loftytrees, they were obliged to fell one of them withan axe. On traversing the island to which Providence hadthus conducted them, they discovered by severalcanoes in the lagoon, and pathways intersecting thewoods, that it had been previously inhabited; andknowing the

greater part of the natives of the lowislands to be cannibals, they determined to remain nolonger upon it than was absolutely necessary to re-cruit their strength, imagining that the islanders,when they did return, would not rest satisfied withmerely dispossessing them of their asylum. It was necessary, while they were allowed to re-main, to seek shelter from the weather and to exertthemselves in procuring a supply of provision fortheir further voyage; huts were consequently built,pools dug for water, and three canoes added to thosewhich were found in the lake. Their situation bythese means was rendered tolerably comfortable, andthey not only provided themselves with necessariessufficient for their daily consumption, but were ableto dry and lay by a considerable quantity of fish forsea stock. After a time, finding themselves undisturbed, theygained confidence, and deferred their

departure tillthirteen months had elapsed from the time of theirlanding. At the expiration of which period, beingin good bodily health and supplied with every re-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 234 VOYAGE TO THE chap, quisite for their voyage, they again launched upon *-^y—' the ocean in quest of home.1*826.         They steered two days and nights to the north- west, and then fell in with a small island, uponwhich, as it appeared to be uninhabited, they landed,and remained three days, and then resumed theirvoyage. After a run of a day and a night theycame in sight of another uninhabited island. Intheir attempt to land upon it their canoe was unfor-tunately stove, but all the party got safe on shore.The damage which the vessel had sustained requiringseveral weeks to repair, they established themselvesupon this island, and again commenced

storing upprovision for their voyage. Eight months had al-ready passed in these occupations, when we unex-pectedly found them thus encamped upon ByamMartin Island; with their canoe repaired, and allthe necessary stores provided for their next expedi-tion. The other two canoes were never heard of. Several parts of this curious history strongly fa-voured the presumption that the island upon whichthe party first landed and established themselves wasBarrow Island: and, in order to have it confirmed,the piece of iron that had been brought from thence,and had fortunately been preserved, was produced.Tuwarri, when he saw it, immediately exclaimed thatit was the piece of iron he had broken in two to formthe shark-hook, which was the means of preservingthe lives of his party, and said that the tree we foundcut down with some sharp edged tool was that whichhis party felled

before their strength enabled themto climb for the fruit; and hence the huts, thepools of water, the canoes, &c. were the remains oftheir industry.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEER1NG S STRAIT.             235 This curious discovery enabled us to form a tole-rably accurate idea of the distance the canoe hadbeen drifted by the gale, as Barrow Island is 420miles in a direct line from Chain Island, their nativeplace; and if to this be added 100 miles for the pro-gress they made during the first two days towardMaitea, and the distance they went on their returnbefore they reached Barrow Island, the whole cannotamount to much less than 600 miles. Before Tmvarri could be restored to his home, wevisited in succession several low islands to which hewas a stranger. While we were cruising amongthem he entertained the

greatest apprehension lestwe had lost our way, and perhaps pictured to him-self a repetition of his disastrous voyage. He couldnot imagine our motive for pursuing so indirect acourse, and frequently inquired if we were going tohis native island, and if we knew where it was, oc-casionally pointing in the direction of it. He al-ways boasted of a knowledge of the islands lyingbetween Bow Island (He-ow) and Chain Island(Anaa), but never informed us right when we cameto any of them. He had, it is true, reason to beanxious; for his wife, almost the whole of the pas-sage, was very sea-sick, which gave him great con-cern ; and when the sea was much agitated he ap-peared inconsolable. When he at length arrivedwithin sight of Chain Island, his joy at the certaintyof again setting foot on his native soil, and meetingfriends who had long supposed him lost, may readi-ly be imagined. His

gratitude to us for havinggiven him a passage, and for our attention to hiscomfort, was expressed in tears of thankfulness; andhe testified his regret at parting in a manner which



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 236                               VOYAGE TO THE showed him to be sincere: and as he was goingaway, he expressed his sorrow that the ship wouldnot remain long enough off the island for him tosend some little token of his gratitude. These feel-ings, so highly creditable to Tuwarri, were not par-ticipated by his wife, who, on the contrary, showedno concern at her departure, expressed neitherthanks nor regrets, nor turned to any person to bidhim farewell; and while Tuwarri was suppressinghis tears, she was laughing at the exposure whichshe thought she should make going into the boatwithout an accommodation-ladder. Tuwarri whileon board showed ho curiosity,

knew nothing of ourlanguage, or evinced any desire to learn it; tookvery little interest in any thing that was going for-ward, and was very dull of comprehension. Heappeared to be a man whose energies had been worndown by hardship and privation, and whom misfor-tune had taught to look on the worst side of everything. But with all these weak points, he hadmany good qualities. He lent a willing hand topull at a rope, was cleanly and quiet, punctually at-tended church on Sundays, and had a strong sense ofright and wrong, which, as far as his abilities enabledhim, governed his actions. He had a warm heart,and his attachment to his wife and children amount-ed even to weakness. He had a tolerable know-ledge of the relative situation of the islands of thearchipelago, and readily drew a chart of them,assigning to each its name, though, as I have saidbefore, he never could

recognise them. Some ofthese we were able to identify, and perhaps shouldhave done so with others, had there not been somuch sameness in all the coral islands. Mr. Belcher, who was in command of the barge



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              237 which put him on shore, says, he was not received c$??'hy his countrymen with the surprise and pleasure ^—-v—•>which might have been expected; but this may, j^sperhaps, be explained by there being no one on thebeach to whom he was particularly attached. Be-fore the barge quitted the island, he put on boardsome shells as a present, in gratitude for the assist-ance which had been rendered him. Reverting to the occurrences of the ship off BowIsland: Mr. Elson, the officer who was sent to exa-mine the channel into the lagoon, returned with thesupercargo of the Dart, Mr. Hussey, and made afavourable

report of the depth of water in the pas-sage, but said its width was so very contracted thatit could not be passed without hazard. The exactdistance from reef to reef is 115 feet, and there is acoral knoll in the centre; the trade-wind does notalways allow a ship to lie well through it, and thereis, at times, a tide running out at the rate of fourknots an hour. It was, however, necessary to incurthis risk; and, on the information of Mr. Husseythat the morning was the most favourable time forthe attempt, shortly after daylight on the next day(15th), under Mr. Elson's skilful pilotage, we shotthrough the passage, at the rate of seven knots, andwere instantly in a broad sheet of smooth water.We found the lagoon studded with coral knolls,which it was necessary to avoid by a vigilant lookout from aloft, as the lead gave no warning of theirvicinity; we beat among them at some risk, and atten

o'clock anchored at the N. E. angle of the lake,in ten fathoms water, on a broad patch of sand,about a quarter of a mile from the shore, and in assecure a harbour as could be required. Nearly opposite to our anchorage, the natives,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 238 VOYAGE TO THE about fifty in number, had erected temporary hutsduring the stay of the Dart, their permanent resi-dences being at the opposite end of the island.They were in appearance the most indolent ill-look-ing race we had yet seen; broad flat noses, dullsunken eyes, thick lips, mouths turned down at thecorners, strongly wrinkled countenances, and longbushy hair matted with dirt and vermin. Theirstature was above the middle size, but generallycrooked; their limbs bony, their muscles flaccid, andtheir only covering a maro. But hideous as themen were, their revolting appearance was surpassedby the opposite sex of the same age. The

maleswere all lolling against the cocoa-nut trees, withtheir arms round each other's necks, enjoying therefreshing shade of a thick foliage of palm-trees;while the women, old and young, were labouringhard in the sun, in the service of their masters, forthey did not merit the name of husbands. Thechildren, quite naked, were placed upon mats, cry-ing and rolling to and fro, to displace some of themyriads of house-flies, which so speckled their bo-dies that their real colour was scarcely discernible. Amidst this scene I was introduced to the chief,who was distinguished from his subjects by his su-perior height and strength, and probably maintainedhis authority solely by those qualities. He gave mea friendly reception, and suffered us to cut downwhat wood we wanted, confining us only to thosetrees which produced no edible fruits. In returnfor some presents made him, he drew from

his canoeseveral pearl fishing hooks and bundles of turtle-shell,and begged my acceptance of them; but his extremepoverty was such, that I could not bring myself to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              239 do so, though I do not know to what material usethe last mentioned article could be applied by him. We availed ourselves of the areghe's permission,and sent a party to cut as many trees as we required,consisting principally of the pemphis acidula, as atByam Martin Island. Mr. Marsh endeavoured toengage some of the natives in this employment, byoffering shirts, tobacco, &c.; but, notwithstandingthe munificence of the reward, the areghe alonecould be roused from his lethargy; and even hequitted the axe before the first tree was felled. A party of seamen was at the same time sent,under the direction of

Lieutenant Wainwright, todig wells ; in which their success was so satisfactory,that in less than three days we procured thirty tonsof fresh water. The wells were about four feetdeep, dug through the sand into the coral rock.Into two of these the water flowed as fast as wecould fill the casks; and when allowed to stand, roseeighteen inches. This water was drunk by all theship's company for several weeks, and proved tole-rably good, though it did not keep as well as springwater.* It is important to navigators to know, thateven as good water as this may be procured on the * Mr. Collie observes, in his Journal, that a " solution of nitrateof soda detected in it a moderate proportion of muriatic acid,most likely embodied in the soda. It had no brackish taste.With an alcoholic solution of soap it formed a copious whiteprecipitate: with oxalate of ammonia it formed slowly, but aftersome

time, a dense white cloud: with nitrate of silver an abun-dant purplish-white precipitate: it remained unchanged withnitrate ofbarytes. Thus showing that it contained no sulphuricacid, but that it was impregnated with muriatic acid and magnesia,most likely muriate of soda and magnesia, the component partsof sea water."



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 240 VOYAGE TO THE coral islands by means of wells. In digging them,the choice of situation should be given to the mostelevated part of the island, and to a spot distant fromthe sea; perhaps in the vicinity of cocoa-nut trees.It is a curious fact that, in Bow Island, the waterthat flowed into holes dug within a yard of the seawas fresh enough to be drunk by the sailors, andserved the purpose of the natives while they remain-ed in our vicinity ; though I do not think Europeanscould have used it long with impunity. Not far from the temporary residence of the na-tives, there was a level spot of ground, overgrownwith grass, upon which the observatory was erected;and I had

in consequence frequent intercourse withthem, and, through the medium of the interpreter ofthe Dart, learned many interesting particulars con-cerning them. By this account they have not longdesisted from cannibalism. On questioning thechief, he acknowledged himself to have been presentat several feasts of human bodies, and on expatiatingon the excellence of the food, particularly when itwas that of a female, his brutal countenance becameflushed with a horrible expression of animation.Their enemies, those slain in battle, or those whodie violent deaths, and murderers, were, he said, theonly subjects selected for these feasts ; the latter,whether justified or not, were put to death, andeaten alike with their victims. They have still agreat partiality for raw food, which is but one re-move from cannibalism ; and when a canoe full of fishwas brought one day to the village, the men, beforeit

could be drawn to the shore, fell upon its contents,and devoured every part of the fish except the bonesand fins. The women, whose business it was to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINC'S STRAIT.              241 unload the boat, did the best they could with oneof them between their teeth, while their hands wereemployed portioning the contents of the canoe intosmall heaps. But even in this repast we were gladto observe some indication of feeling in puttingthe animal speedily out of torture by biting itshead in two, the only proof of humanity which theymanifested. In like manner, cleanliness was notoverlooked by them, for they carefully rinsed theirmouths after the disgusting meal. It appeared that the chief had three wives, andthat polygamy was permitted to an unlimited ex-tent ; any man of the community, we were told,might

put away his wife whenever it was his pleasureto do so, and take another, provided she were disen-gaged. No ceremony takes place at the wedding;it being sufficient for a man to say to a woman," You shall be my wife ;" and she becomes so. The offspring of these unions seemed to be the ob-jects of the only feelings of affection the male sex pos-sessed, as there were certainly none bestowed on thewomen. Indeed the situation of the females is muchto be pitied ; in no part of the world, probably, arethey treated more brutally. While their husbandsare indulging their lethargic disposition under theshade of the cocoa-nut trees, making no effort towardtheir own support, beyond that of eating when theirfood is placed before them, the women are sent tothe reefs to wade over the sharp-pointed coral insearch of shell-fish, or to the woods to collect pan-danus-nuts. We have seen them going

out at day-light on these pursuits, and returning quite fatiguedwith their morning toil. In this state, instead ofenjoying a little repose on reaching their homes, they VOL. I.                                  R



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 242                             VOYAGE TO THE are engaged in the laborious occupation of preparingwhat they have gathered for their hungry masters,who, immediately the nuts are placed before them,stay their appetites by extracting the pulpy sub-stance contained in the outside woody fibres of thefruit, and throw the remainder to their wives, whofurther extract what is left of the pulp for their ownshare, and proceed to extricate the contents of theinterior, consisting of four or five small kernels aboutthe size of an almond. To perform this operation,the nut is placed upon a flat stone endwise, andwith a block of coral, as large as the strength of thewomen will enable them to lift, is

split in pieces,and the contents again put aside for their husbands.As it requires a considerable number of these smallnuts to satisfy the appetites of their rapacious rulers,the time of the women is wholly passed upon theirknees pounding nuts, or upon the sharp coral col-lecting shells and sea eggs. On some occasions thenuts are baked in the ground, which gives them amore agreeable flavour, and facilitates the extractionof the pulp; it does not, however, diminish thelabour of the females, who have in either case to. bruise the fibres to procure the smaller nuts. The superiority of sex was never more rigidlyenforced than among these barbarians, nor were themale part of the human species ever more despicable.On one occasion an unfortunate woman who waspounding some of these nuts, which she had walkeda great distance to gather, thinking herself unob-served, ate two or three of the

kernels as she ex-tracted them; but this did not escape the vigilanceof her brutal husband, who instantly rose and felledher to the ground in the most inhuman manner



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             243 with three violent blows of his fist. Thus tyran-nised over, debased, neglected by the male sex, andstrangers to social affection, it is no wonder all thosequalities which in civilised countries constitute thefascination of woman are in these people whollywanting. The supercargo of the Dart, to forward the servicehe was engaged in, had hired a party of the nativesof Chain Island to dive for shells. Among thesewas a native missionary,* a very well-behaved man,who used every effort to convert his new acquaint-ances to Christianity. He persevered amidst muchsilent ridicule, and at length succeeded in persuad-ing the greater

part of the islanders to conform tothe ceremonies of Christian worship. It was interest-ing to contemplate a body of savages, abandoningtheir superstitions, silently and reverently kneelingupon the sandy shore, and joining in the morningand evening prayers to the Almighty. Thoughtheir sincerity may be questioned, yet it is hopedthat an impression may be made upon these neo-phytes, which may tend to improve their moralcondition. Previous to the arrival of the missionary, everyone had his peculiar deity, of which the most com-mon was a piece of wood with a tuft of human hairinserted into it; but that which was deemed mostefficacious, when it could be procured, was the thighbone of an enemy, or of a relation recently dead.Into the hollow of this they inserted a lock of thesame person's hair, and then suspended the idol to a * We were told that at Chain Island there were thirteen housesof

prayer under the direction of native missionaries. R 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 244                             VOYAGE TO THE chap. tree. To these symbols they address their prayers.—yw as long as they remained in favour; but, like the1826 &*r^ m China, who, when disappointed by her lover,pulled down the brazen image and whipped it, thesepeople when dissatisfied with their deity, no longeracknowledged his power, and substituted some otheridol. There were times, however, when they fearedits anger, and endeavoured to appease it with cocoa-nuts ; but I did not hear of any human sacrificesbeing offered. They appeared to entertain thePythagorean doctrine of the transmigration of thesoul, and supposed the first vessel which they sawto be the spirit of

one of their relations lately de-ceased. The compartments allotted to the dead arehere tabooed ; and the bodies, first wrapped in mats,are placed under ground. As the soul is supposedfor a time to frequent these places, provision andwater are placed near the spot for its use; and itwould be thought unkind, or that some evil wouldbefal the person whose business it is to providethem, if these supplies were neglected. The manufactures of these people are the samewith those of all the other islanders, and are onlysuch as nature renders necessary, consisting of mats,maros, baskets, fishing-tackle, &c. They have nooccupation beyond the manufacture of these fewarticles, and providing for their daily support. Oninterrogating the chief how he passed the day, hesaid he rose early and ate his breakfast; he then in-voked his deity; sometimes he went to fish or catchturtle; but more generally passed

his time underthe shade of the cocoa-nut trees : in the eveninghe ate again, and went to sleep. The natives of this island, according to informa-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              245 tion obtained by the interpreter on board the Dart,amount altogether to about a hundred souls. As my stay at the island was limited to four days,my time was much occupied at the observatory, andI am indebted to the journals of the officers formany interesting particulars relating to other partsof it, and to its natural productions. By our trigonometrical survey, Bow Island isthirty miles long by an average of five miles broad.It is similar to the other coral islands already de-scribed, confining within a narrow band of coral aspacious lagoon, and having its windward side higherand more wooded than the other; which indeed,with the

exception of a few clusters of trees andheaps of sand, is little better than a reef. The seain several places washes into the lagoon, but thereis no passage even for a boat, except that by whichthe ship entered, which is sometimes dangerous toboats, in consequence of the overfalls from thelagoon, especially a little after the time of highwater. It is to be hoped that the rapid currentwhich sets through the channel will prevent thegrowth of the coral, and leave the lagoon alwaysaccessible to shipping. It lies at the north side ofthe island, and may be known by two stragglingcocoa-nut trees near it, on the western side, and aclump of trees on the other. The bottom of the lagoon is in parts covered witha fine white sand, and it is thickly strewed withcoral knolls ; the upper parts of which overhang thelower, though they do not at once rise in this formfrom the bottom, but from small hillocks. Wefound

comparatively few beneath the surface, thoughthere are some ; at the edge of such as are exposed,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 246 VOYAGE TO THE there is usually six or seven fathoms water; reced-ing from it, the lead gradually descends to thegeneral level, of about twenty fathoms. The lagooncontains an abundance of shell-fish, particularlythose of the pearl-oyster kind. The party in theemploy of the Dart sometimes collected seventeenhundred of these shells in one day. The height of water in the lagoon is subject tothe variations of the tides of the ocean; but itsuffers so many disturbances from the waves whichoccasionally inundate the low parts of the surround-ing land, that neither the rise of the tide nor thetime of high water can be estimated with anydegree of certainty. Were the

communication be-tween the lake and the sea larger, so as to admit ofthe water finding its level, the period of low watermight be determined, as there is a change of tide inthe entrance. The strip of low land enclosing the lagoon is nearlyseventy miles in extent, and the part that is dry is abouta quarter of a mile in width. On the inner side, afew yards from the margin of the lake, there is a lowbank formed of finely broken coral; and, at the outeredge, a much higher bank of large blocks of the samematerial, long since removed from the reach of thewaves, and gradually preparing for the reception ofvegetation. Beyond this high bank there is a thirdridge, similar to that skirting the lagoon ; and out-side it again, as well as in the lagoon, there is a wideshelf three or four feet under water, the outer onebearing upon its surface huge masses of brokencoral; the materials for an outer bank, similar to thelarge

one just described. These appearances na-turally suggest the idea of the island having risen



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              247 by slow degrees. Thus the sand dispersed overthe lagoon indicates a period when the sea rolledentirely over the reef, tore up blocks of coralfrom its margin, and by constant trituration groundthem to powder, and finally deposited the par-ticles where they now rest. The bank near thelake must have originated at a subsequent period,when the outer edge becoming nearer to the surface,moderated the strength of the waves, and the washof the sea reached only far enough to deposit thebroken coral in the place described. At a still lessdistant period, when the island became dry, and theviolence of the sea was wholly spent upon

its mar-gin, the coral, which had before escaped by beingbeneath the surface, gave way to the impetuouswave, and was deposited in broken masses, whichformed the high ridge. Here the sea appears tohave broken a considerable time, until a secondledge gradually extending seaward, and approachingthe surface, so lessened the effect of the waves uponthis ledge also, that they were again only capable ofthrowing up an inferior heap similar to the one firstmentioned. In process of time this outer ledge willbecome dry, and the many large blocks of coral nowresting near its edge will, probably, form another heapsimilar to the large one; and thus the island willcontinue to increase by a succession of ledges beingbrought to the surface, while, by the same process,the lagoon will gradually become more shallow andcontracted. The ridges are particularly favourable to the for-mation of a soil, by

retaining within them whatevermay be there deposited until it decays, and by pro-tecting the tender shrubs during their early growth.Near our observatory the soil had attained a depth



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 2-A8 VOYAGE TO THE of about eight inches before we came to brokencoral. " In the central and sheltered parts of the plainbetween the ridges the pandanus spreads its diver-gent roots and rears its fruitful branches; the pem-phis also takes root in the same situation. The loosedry stones of the first ridge are penetrated by thehard roots of the tefano, which expands its branchesinto a tall spreading tree, and is attended by thefragrant suriana, and the sweet-scented tournefortia,in the shelter of whose foliage the tender achyran-thus and lepidium seem to thrive the best. Beyondthe first high and stony ridge the hardy scsevolaextends its creeping roots and procumbent

verduretowards the sea, throwing its succulent leaves roundthe sharp coral stones." " On the windward side, wherever the pandanuswas devoid of the protection of the more hardytrees, the brown and decayed leaves showed it hadadvanced beyond its proper boundary."* We quitted Bow Island on the 20th of February,and continued the survey of the archipelago, untilthe period had arrived when it was necessary to pro-ceed direct to Otaheite, to prepare the ship for hervoyage to the northward. We were greatly re-tarded toward the close of our operations by therainy season, which was attended with calms, andhot, sultry, wet weather, and perhaps, had we con-tinued at sea, would have prevented any thing morebeing done. The dysentery about this time beganto make its appearance among the ship's company,owing no doubt to the rains and closeness of the at-mosphere, combined with

the harassing duty arisingfrom the navigation of a sea so thickly strewed with * Mr, Collie's Journal.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEHING'S STRAIT.              249 islands, and to the men having been a long time ona reduced allowance of salt provisions. The islands which were visited between BowIsland and Otaheite were all of the same characterand formation as those already described, and furnish-ed us with no additional information beyond the cor-rect determination of their size and position ; which,with some remarks that may be useful to navigation,are given in the Appendix to the 4 to. ed. Among thenumber there were two which were previously un-known ; the largest of these, which was also the mostextensive of our discoveries in the archipelago, Inamed Melville Island, in

honour of the first lordof the Admiralty ; and the other, Croker Island, incompliment to the right honourable secretary. The discoveries of Cook and Wallis in this trackare relatively correctly placed ; but those of the lat-ter are as much as forty miles in error in longitude,and several miles in latitude, which has occasionedtwo of them to be mistaken for each other by Bel-linghausen, and one to be considered as a new dis-covery by Captain Duperrey. It would not havebeen easy to detect these errors, had we not visited thediscoveries of Wallis in succession, beginning withWhitsunday and Queen Charlotte's Islands, whichare so situated that no mistake in them could possi-bly occur. Moreover, we always searched the vici-nity narrowly for the existence of other islands. The mistakes have arisen from placing too muchconfidence in the longitude of the early navigator.The true place of Cumberland

Island lying muchnearer the alleged position of Wallis's Prince Wil-liam-Henry Island than any other, has occasionedBellinghausen's mistake; and the true position of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 250 VOYAGE TO THE Prince William-Henry being so remote from anyof Wallis's discoveries, as placed by himself, hasmade Captain Duperrey think the one which hesaw could not possibly be one of them, and he inconsequence bestowed upon it the new name ofL'Ostange. There can be no doubt that the island which Iconsider Prince William-Henry Island is the L'Os-tange of Captain Duperrey, as we had an opportu-nity of comparing longitudes with him at MollerIsland; and it is equally certain that this island isthe same with that discovered by Wallis, as its dis-tance from Queen Charlotte's Island and his otherdiscoveries to the eastward, each of which we

visited,exactly coincides. Wallis has certainly erred tenmiles in latitude, but it should be recollected thatthe position of the island was fixed by reckoningfrom noon, the island having been seen at daybreak" far to windward;" and it should not be overlookedthat his latitude at Cumberland Island the day be-fore was eight miles in error the same way, whichmakes it very probable that either his observationswere indifferent, or that he had incorrect tables ofdeclination. In forming this conclusion, I am aware that I amdepriving Captain Duperrey of the merit of a dis-covery, but he will, it is hoped, admit the justice ofmy opinion. All the islands seen by Cook, Wallis, and Car-teret, lying within the limit of our survey, havebeen found to be accurately described, exceptingthat their size has always been overrated; a mistakevery likely to arise with low strips of land deficientin familiar objects to direct the

judgment whereactual measurement is not resorted to.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STKAIT.              251 The discoveries of Mr. Turnbull are so looselyrelated in his entertaining Voyage, that their situa-tion cannot be entertained; and unless some betterclue to them is given, they will always be liable tobe claimed by subsequent navigators. Of the thirty-two islands which have thus beenvisited in succession, only twelve are inhabited,including Pitcairn Island, and the amount of thepopulation altogether cannot possibly exceed threethousand one hundred souls; of which one thousandbelong to the Gambier groupe, and twelve hundredand sixty to Easter Island, leaving eight hundredand forty persons only to occupy the other

thirtyislands. All the natives apparently profess the same reli-gion ; all speak the same language, and are in allessential points the same people. There is a greatdiversity of features and complexion between thoseinhabiting the volcanic islands and the natives ofthe coral formations, the former being a taller andfairer race. This change may be attributed to adifference of food, habits, and comfort; the onehaving to seek a daily subsistence upon the reefs,exposed to a burning sun and to the painful glareof a white coral beach, while the other enjoys plen-tifully the spontaneous produce of the earth, reposesbeneath the genial shade of palm or bread-fruitgroves, and passes a life of comparative ease andluxury. It has hitherto been a matter of conjecture howthese islands, so remote from both great continents,have received their aborigines. The intimate con-nexion between the language,

worship, manners,customs, and traditions of the people who dwellupon them, and those of the Malays and other in-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 252 VOYAGE TO THE habitants of the great islands to the westward, leavesno doubt of frequent emigrations from thence; andwe naturally look to those countries as the sourcefrom which they have sprung. The difficulty, how-ever, instantly presents itself of proceeding so vasta distance in opposition to the prevailing wind andcurrent, without vessels better equipped than thosewhich are in possession of the above-mentioned people.This objection has so powerfully influenced the mindsof some authors that they have had recourse to the cir-cuitous route through Tartary, across Beering's Strait,and over the American continent, to bring the emi-grants to a

situation whence they might be drifted bythe ordinary course' of the winds to the lands in ques-tion. But had this been the case, a more intimate re-semblance would surely be found to exist between theAmerican Indians and the natives of Polynesia. All have agreed as to the manner in which thesemigrations between the islands have been effected,and some few instances have actually been metwith; but they have been in one direction only,and have rather favoured the opinion of migrationfrom the eastward. The accident which threw inour way Tuwarri and his companions, who, it maybe recollected, were driven six hundred miles in adirection contrary to the trade-wind in spite of theirutmost exertions, has fortunately enabled us to re-move the objections which have been urged againstthe general opinion. The fact being so well at-tested, and the only one of the kind upon record,

is,consequently, of the highest interest, both as re-gards its singularity, and as it establishes the pos-sibility of the case. Though this is the only in-stance that has come to our knowledge, there is no



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              253 reason why many other canoes may not have shareda similar fate ; and some few of many thousands,perhaps, may have drifted to the remotest islands ofthe archipelago, and thus peopled them. The navigation of canoes between islands in sightof each other was, and is still, very general; and it wasnot unusual, in early times, for warriors, after a defeat,to embark, careless of the consequences, in order toescape the persecution of their conquerors. To re-main, was certain death and ignominy; to fly, wasto leave their fate to chance. The temporary obstruction of the trade wind inthese seas, by the westerly

monsoons, has not beenduly considered by those who represent the dif-ficulties as insurmountable. At the period of theyear corresponding with our spring these gales com-mence, and blow with great violence during therainy season. As they arise very suddenly, anycanoes at sea must have difficulty in escaping them,and would, in all probability, be driven so far, asnever to be able to regain their native country, orbe drifted to islands upon which their crews mightbe contented to dwell, in preference to encounteringfarther risks. The traces of inhabitants upon almost all the islandsof the low archipelago, many of which are at presentuninhabited, show both the frequency with whichthese migrations have occurred, and the extent towhich they have been made : some of these isolatedspots where remains have been found, Pitcairn Islandfor instance, are 400 miles from any land

whence in-habitants were likely to be derived; and the circum-stance of their having abandoned that island is afair presumption that the people who landed there



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 254 VOYAGE TO THE knew of other lands which there was a probabi-lity of their reaching, and which certainly couldnot be the coast of America, at least 2000 milesagainst the trade-wind. I shall now bring together a few facts connectedwith the formation of these islands, which it is hopedmay be useful to those persons who are interested inthe subject, observing, in extenuation of the absenceof more detailed information, that our time did notadmit of more than was actually essential to the pur-poses of a correct delineation of their outline, andthat in general the islands were so surrounded bybreakers that it was dangerous to approach the shore,in the ship in

particular, which alone was calculatedto obtain very deep soundings. To windward thiscould not be done of course, and to leeward therewas not unfrequently a heavier swell setting uponthe island than in other parts of it. In speaking of the coral islands hereafter, myobservations will be confined to the thirty-two islandsalready stated to have fallen under our examination.The largest of them was thirty miles in diameter,and the smallest less than a mile: they were ofvarious shapes; were all formed of living coral,except Henderson's Island, which was partly sur-rounded by it; and they all appeared to be in-creasing their dimensions by the active operationsof the lithophytes, which appeared to be graduallyextending and bringing the immersed parts of theirstructure to the surface. Twenty-nine of the number had lagoons in theircentres, which is a proportion sufficiently large, whencoupled

with information supplied from other partsof the globe where such formations abound, to ren-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT.              255 der it almost certain that the remainder also hadthem in the early period of their formation, and thatsuch is the peculiar structure of the coral islands.And, indeed, these exceptions can scarcely be con-sidered objections, as two of them—Thrum Cap,which is only seventeen hundred yards long bytwelve hundred broad; and Queen Charlotte's Island,which is not more than three quarters of a mile widein its broadest part, and less than half a mile in otherplaces—are so circumstanced, that, had their lagoonsexisted, they would have been filled in the courseof time with the masses of coral and other substanceswhich

the sea heaps upon such formations as theyrise above the surface; they have, besides, long beenwooded and inhabited, though deserted at the pre-sent moment, both of which would tend to effacethe remains of a lagoon of such small dimensions.The sea, however, prevented our boats from landingupon either of these islands, to ascertain the fact ofthe early existence of lagoons. The other exception,Henderson's Island, though of coral formation, ap-pears to have been raised to its present height abovethe sea by a subterraneous convulsion, and has itscentre so incumbered and overgrown with bushesthat we could not determine whether it ever had alagoon. In the above-mentioned twenty-nine islands thestrips of dry coral enclosing the lagoons, divested ofany loose sandy materials heaped upon them, arerarely elevated more than two feet above the levelof the sea ; and were it

not for the abrupt descentof the external margin, which causes the sea to breakupon it, these strips would be wholly inundated:this height of two feet is continued over a small



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 256 VOYAGE TO THE portion only of the width of the island, which slopeson both sides, by an almost imperceptible inclinationto the first ledge, where, as I said before, its descentis very steep ; but this is greatly altered by circum-stances, and the growth or age of the island. Thoseparts of the strip which are beyond the reach of thewaves are no longer inhabited by the animals thatreared them, but have their cells filled with a hardcalcareous substance, and present a brown ruggedappearance. The parts still immersed, or whichare dry at low water only, are intersected by small.channels, and are so full of hollows, that the tide asit recedes leaves small lakes of

water upon them.The width of the plain or strip of dead coral, in theislands which felt under our observation, in no in-stance exceeded half a mile from the usual wash ofthe sea to the edge of the lagoon, and in general wasonly about three or four hundred yards. Beyondthese limits, on the lagoon side in particular, wherethe coral was less mutilated by the waves, there wasfrequently a ledge, two or three feet under water athigh tide,* thirty to fifty yards in width ; afterwhich the sides of the island descended rapidly,apparently by a succession of inclined ledges formedby numerous columns united at their capitals, withspaces between them in which the sounding-leaddescended several fathoms. This formation, thoughnot clearly established as applying to all the islands,was so conspicuous in some as to justify the conclu-sion with regard to others. At Bow and MatildaIslands, I have

been tolerably minute in my descrip-tions of them, and it will be unnecessary here torepeat what has been said there; but these two, as * At Bow Island, on the sea side, it was more.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.               257 also Henderson's Island, afford good examples of ^hap«what I have been describing. To enable the reader v—v—'more readily to comprehend the nature of these ]826.singular formations, I subjoin a sketch and a sectionof a coral Island, with the slope of the sides of seve-ral of them, laid down according to the soundingsand the depths at which attempts were made toreach the bottom. All these islands are situated within the trade-wind, with the exception of Oeno, which is only onthe verge of it, and follow one general rule in hav-ing their windward sides higher and more perfectthan the others, and not

unfrequently well wooded,while the opposite ones are only half-drowned reefs,or are wholly under water. At Gambier and Ma-tilda Islands this inequality was very conspicuous,the weather side of both being wooded, and of theformer, inhabited, while the other sides were fromtwenty to thirty feet under water, where theymight be perceived equally narrow, and well de-fined. It is on the leeward side also that the en-trances into the lagoons generally occur, thoughthey are sometimes situated in a side that runs inthe direction of the wind, as at Bow Island; but Ido not know of any one being to windward. Thefact, if it be found to be general with regard toother coral islands, is curious, and is not fully ac-counted for by the continued operation of the trade-wind upon its side, as the coincidence would sug-gest. After the reef has arrived at the surface ofthe sea, it is easy to conceive what

would be theeffect of the trade-wind; but it does not seem pos-sible that its influence could be felt so far underwater as some of the reefs are situated. VOL. I. s



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 258 VOYAGE TO THE All the points or angles of these islands descendinto the sea with less abruptness than the sides, and,I think, with more regularity. The wedge-shapedspace that the meeting of the two sides would formin the lagoon is filled up by the ledges there beingbroader; in such places, as well as in the narrowparts of the lake, the coralline are in greater num-bers, though, generally speaking, all the lagoons aremore or less incumbered with them. They appearto arise to the surface in the form of a truncatedcone, and then, their progress being arrested, theywork laterally, so that if several of them were neareach other they wovdd unite and form a shelf simi-

lar to that which has been described round the mar-gins of some of the lagoons. The depth of these lagoons is various: in thosewhich we entered it was from twenty to thirty-eightfathoms, but in others, to which we had no access, bythe light-blue colour of the water it appeared to bevery small. It is, however, tolerably certain thatthe coral forms the bases of them, and consequently,unless depositions of sand or other substances, ob-noxious to the coral insects, take place, their depthmust depend upon their age. Very little offered itself to our notice, by whichwe could judge of the rapidity of the growth of thecoral, as the islands which we examined had ne-ver been described with the accuracy necessary forthis purpose; and there were, consequently, nomeans of comparing the state in which they werefound by us, with that which was presented to ourpredecessors; but from the report of

the natives, thecoral bordering the volcanic islands does not increasevery fast, as we never heard of any channels being



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              259 filled up; but, on the contrary, that the passages chap.through the reefs were apparently always in the v*-ywsame condition. The only direct evidence, however, ^'i •>                                                                   ' 1826. which I could obtain of this fact was that of theDolphin reef off Point Venus in Otaheite. Thisreef, when first examined by Captain Wallis in1769, had "two fathoms water upon it." Cooksounded upon it a few years afterwards, and gaveits depth fifteen feet. In our visit to this place, wefound, upon the shallowest part of it, thirteen feetand a half. These measurements, though at vari-ance, from the irregularity of

the surface of thereef, are sufficiently exact to warrant the conclusionthat it has undergone no very material alteration dur-ing an interval, it should be recollected, of fifty-sixyears. But the Dolphin, as well as the above-men-tioned reefs and channels, are within the influenceof rivers, which, in my opinion, materially retardtheir increase, and their growth must not be takenas a criterion of that of the islands of which I havebeen speaking. With regard to them, there is onefact worthy of consideration, and upon which everyperson must form his own judgment. I allude tothe remains of the Matilda, a ship which a fewpages back is stated to have been cast away uponone of these coral islands. In my description ofMatilda Island, it is stated, that one of the anchorsof this ship, a ton in weight, a four-pounder gun,her boilers and iron-work, are lying upon the top ofthe reef, two hundred yards from the

present breakof the sea, and are dry at low water.* The natureof these articles and the quantity of iron bolts andother materials lying with them renders it probable * The rise of the tide is about two feet.S 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 260 VOYAGE TO THE that the vessel went to pieces in that spot, for hadthe sea been heavy enough to wash the anchor fromdeeper water, the boiler must have been carriedmuch beyond it; and the question is, whether thehull of a vessel of the Matilda's tonnage could bewashed upon a reef dry at low water, and be depo-sited two hundred yards within the usual break ofthe sea. The circumstance of the hatches, staves ofcasks, and part of the vessel, being deposited in partsof the dry land not far distant, and scarcely morethan four feet from the present level of the sea,offers a presumption that the sea did not rise morethan that height above its ordinary level, or it

wouldhave washed the articles further and left them in thelagoon, whence they would have been carried to seaby the current. The materials were not in the least overgrownwith coral, nor had they any basin left round themby which the progress of the coral could be traced ;and yet, in other parts of this reef, we noticed theehama gigas of seven or eight inches in diameter soovergrown by it, that there was only a small aper-ture of two inches left for the extremity of the shellto open and shut. When the attention of men of science was calledto these singular formations by the voyages of Cap-tain Cook, one opinion, among others respectingtheir formation was, that they sprung from a smallbase, and extended themselves laterally as they grewperpendicularly towards the surface of the sea ; andthat they represented upon a large scale the formwhich is assumed by some of the corallines.

Inparticular this theory was entertained by Mr. JohnIt. Forster, who accompanied Captain Cook on his



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              261 second voyage and visited several of the coral islands,and was founded, no doubt, upon the experiencewhich he had derived upon that voyage. But con-sidering the extent of some of these islands, it isevident that if this be their form, the lythophites,the animals which construct them, must commencetheir operations at very great depths, a fact which isdoubted by naturalists. The general opinion nowis, that they have their foundations upon submarinemountains, or upon extinguished volcanoes, whichare not more than four or five hundred feet immersedin the ocean; and that their shape depends upon thefigure of the

base whence they spring. It wouldbe immaterial which of these theories were correct,were it not that in the latter instance the lagoon thatis formed in all the islands of this description mightbe occasioned by the shape of the crater alone,whereas, in the former, it must result from the pro-pensity of the coral animals, and this, if true, formsa remarkable and interesting feature in their naturalhistory. Mr. Forster* thought this peculiarity mightarise from the instinct of the animalcules formingthe reefs, which from a desire to shelter their habi-tation from the impetuosity of the winds, and thepower and rage of the ocean, endeavoured to con-struct a ledge, within which was a lagoon entirelyscreened against the power of the elements, andwhere a calm and sheltered place was by thesemeans afforded to the animals in the centre of theisland. Another reason why the consideration of the na-ture of

their foundation is not immaterial is, that ifthe form of the islands arose from the peculiar shape * Forster's Observations, 4to, page 150.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 262 VOYAGE TO THE vm ' °^ *ne cratersJ and it be admitted that the lithophytes?"v-' are unable to exist at greater depths than those1826.' above-mentioned, we shall have examples of cratersof considerably larger dimensions, and more com-plete in their outline, than any that are knoAvn uponthe land, which, if true, is a curious fact. Until thevoyage of the Blossom, it was not generally knownthat the lagoons in these islands were of such depths,or that the wall of coral which encircles them wasso narrow and perfect, as in almost every instance ithas been found ; nor that the islands were of suchdimensions, as they were designated groups, or chainsof islands, in

consequence of the wall being brokenby channels into the lagoon ; but on examination,the chain is found continuous under water ; and asin all probability it will in time reach the surfaceand become dry, the whole group may be consideredas one island. In the plans which I have delivered into the Ad-miralty, the figure and extent of thirty coral islands,out of the many which exist in the Pacific, are care-fully delineated, and a reference to them will morefully explain their nature than any description Ican give here. One of these plans * being of par-ticular interest, I have inserted it in the presentwork, as it exhibits, not only the coral chain en-closing the lagoon, which is the common character ofthe coral islands; but, also, an example of severalvolcanic islands rising within it; and likewise thepeculiarity of the inequality in the sides of the chainmentioned in page 189. The subject of the formation

of these islands is * See the plan of Gambler groupe.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                263 one of great interest, and will require a numerousand careful collection of facts before any entirelysatisfactory conclusion can be arrived at. I regretthat my time did not permit me to inquire moreparticularly into this curious matter; but having tosurvey about fifty islands, some of which were ofgreat extent, in the space of about four months, Icould not accomplish more than was absolutely ne-cessary to the purposes of a safe navigation of theArchipelago. We were, however, not inattentiveto the subject, and when opportunity offered, sound-ings were tried for at great depths, and the descentof the islands was

repeatedly ascertained as far as thecommon lines would extend. Some of these expe-riments are given in the annexed plate, representinga section of a coral island from actual measurement. In considering the subject of these coral forma-tions, my attention was drawn to the singularity ofthe occurrence of openings in them, either oppositeto, or in the direction of some stream of fresh waterfrom the mountains; and on searching several charts,I find so many corroborations of the fact, that I haveno doubt of the truth of it: as far as my own obser-vations extended, it was always so. The aversionof the lithophytes to fresh water is not singular, as,independent of its not being the natural element ofthose animals, it probably supplies no materials withwhich they can work. It has been suggested, that these openings beingopposite to valleys, the continuation of them underwater is the cause of

the break in the reef. Butwhen we consider the narrowness of these openings,compared with the width of the valleys, and thatthe latter are already filled up to the surface and fur-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 264                             VOYAGE TO THE nished with a smooth sandy beach, many obstacleswill be found to the confirmation of such an opinion ;and it appears to me more reasonable to attribute itto the nature of the element. The depth of thesechannels rarely exceeds twenty-five feet, the great-est limit probably to which the influence of freshwater would be felt. Henderson Island, one of the exceptions men-tioned in the early part of this discussion, is amongthe rare instances of its kind in these seas. It is anisland composed of dead coral, about eighty feetabove the sea, with perpendicular cliffs nearly all theway round it, as if after being formed in the oceanit

had been pushed up by a subterraneous convul-sion. These cliff* are undermined at the base, asthough the sea had beaten against them a consider-able time in their present position. There are nomarks upon them indicative of the island havingrisen by degrees; but, on the contrary, a plain sur-face indicating its ascent by one great effort of nature.On examining the volcanic islands near HendersonIsland, no traces appeared of the sea having retired ;and we may, therefore, presume it to have risen asdescribed. Its length is five miles, and breadth onemile; it is nearly encompassed by a reef of livingcoral, so wide that the cliffs, which were at first sub-jected to the whole force of the waves, are nowbeyond the reach even of their spray. The navigation of this archipelago was made at aperiod of the year when the westerly monsoon wasabout to commence, and toward the end of

which ithad actually begun, and materially retarded our ope-rations ; but previous to that time, or about the be-ginning of March, the trade was fresh and steady,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               265 blowing between S.E. by E. and E. N.E., which ismore northerly than the direction of the same tradebetween corresponding parallels in the Atlantic. Inconsequence of this opposition to the trade wind thecurrents were very variable, sometimes setting to theeastward, and at others in the opposite direction;and on the whole, the body of water at that periodis not drifted to the westward with the same rapiditythat it is in other parts of the ocean within the in-fluence of the tropical winds. The mean tempera-ture for the above-mentioned period, the weight andhumidity of the atmosphere, with other meteorolo-gical

observations, are given in the Appendix to the4to ed. under their respective heads. For the information of persons who may traversethis archipelago, it is evident from the account ofTuwarri, that there is a small island situated abouthalf way between Byam Martin and Barrow Islands,which was not seen by us; and hence it is possiblethat there are other low islands lying between thetracks of the Blossom which were not seen; andships ought in consequence to keep a vigilant look-out during the night, or adopt the precaution oflying to when the weather is dark or thick. Thelead is no guide whatever in these seas, and theislands are so low that in the night the white lineof the surf or the roar of the breakers would givethe first warning. Fallacious as the appearance ofbirds is generally considered, and in some parts ofthe globe justly so, in this archipelago, when seenin flocks, it is an

almost certain indication of land.They range about forty miles from the islands, andconsist principally of black and white tern. This,however, applies particularly to uninhabited islands ;



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 266 VOYAGE TO THE for when they become peopled, the birds generallyquit them, and resort to those where they are lessmolested. At day-light on the 15th the Island of Maitea wasseen in the north-west, and soon afterwards themountains of Otaheite appeared five minutes abovethe horizon at the distance of ninety miles, fromwhich its height may be roughly estimated at 7000feet. As we passed Maitea we had an opportunityof verifying its position and ascertaining its heightto be 1432 feet. Baffling winds prevented us fromreaching our port until the evening of the 18th,when, at the suggestion of Captain Charlton, hisMajesty's consul for the Society and

Sandwich Is-lands, from whom we had the pleasure of receiving avisit, we anchored in the outer harbour of Toanoa,about four miles to the westward of Matavai Bay.
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feature of the romantic Island ofOtaheite formed a strong contrast with the mono-tonous appearance of the coral formations; the va-riety of hill and valley, and of woods and rivers inthe one, after the sameness of flat, sterile, parched-up surface in the other; and the glassy smoothnessof the harbours around us, opposed to the turbulentshores we had recently quitted, were gratifying inthe extreme, and impressed us most forcibly withthe truth of the observations of our predecessors,who have spoken of the scenery of this island in thehighest terms of commendation. As I proposed to remain here a few weeks to re-cruit the health of the crew, who were somewhatdebilitated, and to prepare the ship for her voyage tothe northward, she was moved to an inner anchorageopposite a small village called Toanoa, and theresecured by a cable fastened to some trees on one



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 268                              VOYAGE TO THE side, and by a bower anchor dropped at the edge ofa coral reef on the other. This reef forms one sideof the harbour; which, though small, possesses se-veral advantages over the more spacious one of Pa-piete generally resorted to, and of which the superiorfreshness and salubrity of its atmosphere are not themost inconsiderable. Previous to entering upon a relation of our pro-ceedings with the natives, it must be understoodthat the short time we remained, and our variousoccupations necessarily rendered our intercoursewith them very limited compared with that ofmany of our predecessors. Still, it is hoped,

theremarks which I shall offer will be sufficient topresent a candid and faithful picture of the exist-ing state of society in the island; a feature by nomeans unimportant in the history of the country,which is otherwise complete. To exceed this, bydwelling upon the beauties of the scenery, the en-gaging manners of the inhabitants, their mythology,superstitions, and legends, &c. would be only to re-capitulate what has been detailed in the interestingvoyages of Wallis, Cook, Vancouver, Wilson, Turn-bull, and others, and very recently by Mr. Ellis, inhis valuable work entitled " Polynesian Researches,"compiled after ten years' residence in the Pacific, andfrom the journals of other missionary gentlemen inthose parts. In this useful work Mr. Ellis-has tracedthe history of some of the islands through all theirvarious stages; he has explained the origin ofmany of their barbarous customs,

has elucidatedmany hitherto obscure points, and has shown thedifficulties which opposed themselves to the intro-duction of Christianity ; the hardships, dangers, and



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              269 privations, which were endured by himself and hisbrethren, who, actuated by religious motives, wereinduced to sacrifice their own health, comfort, andworldly advantages in the attempt to ameliorate thecondition of their fellow-creatures. But completeas that work is in many respects, it is neverthelessdeficient in some essential points. The author, witha commendable feeling of charity, consonant withhis profession, has by his own admission in theaccount of the biography of Pomarree, glossed overthe failings and dwelt upon the better qualities ofthe subject of his memoir; and pursuing the samecourse

throughout, he has impressed the reader witha more elevated idea of their moral condition andwith a higher opinion of the degree of civilization towhich they have attained, than they deserve; or, atleast, than the facts which came under our observa-tion authorise. There seems to be no doubt that hehas drawn the picture, generally, as it was presentedto him ; but he has unconsciously fallen into anerror almost inseparable from a person of his pro-fession, who, when mixing with society, finds itunder that restraint which respect for his sacredoffice and veneration for his character create. As inour intercourse with these people they acted morefrom the impulse of their natural feelings, andexpressed their opinions with greater freedom, wewere more likely to obtain a correct knowledge oftheir real disposition and habits. To convey to the reader, who has not perused theabove-

mentioned work, an idea of the political stateof the island, in which there has been a materialalteration since the period alluded to in the earlyvoyages, it will be necessary to state briefly that



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 270 VOYAGE TO THE since 1815 a code of laws has been drawn up byPomarree II., with the assistance of the missiona-ries, which has subsequently been extended fromtime to time; and that since 1825 a house of parlia-ment has been established, to which representativesof the several districts in the island are returned bypopular election. The penalties proposed by Po-marree were very severe, but that of death has asyet been enforced upon four culprits only. The limit thus imposed on the arbitrary power ofthe monarch, and the security thus afforded to theliberties and properties of the people, reflect creditupon the missionaries, who were very

instrumentalin introducing these laws: at the same time, hadthey been better informed in the history of mankind,they would have been less rigid upon particularpoints, and would have more readily produced thosebenefits which they no doubt hoped would ensue.Magistrates are appointed to try cases, and conducttheir judicial proceedings in open court, and the po-lice are continually on the alert both day and nightto prevent irregularities, and to suppress the amuse-ments of the people, whom, from mistaken views ofreligion, they wish to compel to lead a life of austereprivation. We found the consul in possession of a small butcomfortable house opposite the anchorage, whichhad been hastily run up by the natives for his use ;and we took the earliest and most favourable oppor-tunity of impressing the importance of his situationupon the inhabitants, by the salute due to his

rank.Besides the missionary gentlemen, we found thatseveral other Europeans were residing in our vici-nity ; and as some of these, as well as the consul, had



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              271 their wives and female relatives with them, welooked forward to the pleasure of varying our inter-course with the uncouth natives by more agreeablesociety—an anticipation which was fully realised bytheir unremitting attention, especially on the partof the consul, whose house was the general resortof all the officers. Our arrival was immediately communicated,through the proper channel, to the queen regent,who lived about a mile from the anchorage, and wereceived an intimation of her intention of paying anearly visit to the ship. The arrival of a man-of-war at Otaheite is still anevent of much interest, and

brings a number of theinhabitants from the districts adjoining the port,some in canoes, others on foot. The little hamletopposite the ship was almost daily crowded withstrangers, and a vast number of canoes skimmed thesmooth surface of the harbour, or rather the narrowchannel of water which is tied to the shores of thisluxuriant island by reefs of living coral. A re-markable exception to this scene of bustle occurredon the day of our arrival, which, although Saturday,according to our mode of reckoning, was here ob-served as the Sabbath, in consequence of the mis-sionaries having proceeded round by the Cape ofGood Hope, and having thereby gained a day uponus. Next morning, however, a busy scene ensued.Canoes laden with fruit, vegetables, and articles ofcuriosity, thronged as closely round the ship as theirslender outriggers would allow, while such of the in-habitants

as wanted these means of approaching usawaited their harvest on the shore. We soon found that the frequent intercourse of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 272                           VOYAGE TO THE Europeans with the islanders had effected an altera-tion in the nature of the currency, and that thosetinselled ornaments with which we had providedourselves were now objects of desire only as presents;the more substantial articles of clothing and harddollars being required for the purposes of the market,except, perhaps, where a ring or a Jew's harp hap-pened for the moment to attract the attention ofsome capricious individual. However gratified wemight be to observe this advance towards civiliza-tion, we experienced considerable inconveniencefrom its effects; for on leaving the coast of Chili,very few of us had

provided dollars, under an im-pression that they would not be necessary ; and thosewhich we had were principally of the republicancoinage, and as useless in the Otaheitan market asthey would have been in New Zealand. No dollarsbear their full value here, unless the pillars on thereverse are clearly distinguishable, and a greater de-gree of value is attached to such as are bright thanto others. So ignorant, indeed, were these simplepeople of the real worth of the coin, that it was notunusual for them to offer two that were blemishedin exchange for one that was new, and in the marketa yard of printed calico, a white shirt, new or old,provided it had not a hole in it (even a threadbareshirt that is whole being whimsically preferred to onewhich might have been eaten through by a mouse),or a Spanish dollar that had two pillars upon it, werein the ordinary way equivalent to a club, a

spear, aconch shell, a paddle, or a pig. Deviations, of course,occurred from this scale, founded on the superiorquality or size of the article, and occasionally on thecircumstances of the vendor, who, when he antici-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              273 pated a better bargain, would accommodate his priceto his preconceived opinion of the disposition of thepurchaser. We were not more conveniently circum-stanced in regard to the clothing which we couldoffer in exchange, as we had a k$ng voyage beforeus, and little to spare without subjecting ourselves tofuture inconvenience. We, consequently, foundourselves at first surrounded with plenty, withoutthe means of purchase, or obliged to part in paymentwith what we could very ill spare: and we incurredthe additional risk of being charged with parsimony,which the good people of Otaheite are very apt

toattach to those who may not meet their ideas ofgenerosity. " Taata paree," or stingy people, is anepithet which they always affix to such persons, witha feeling of contempt, although they are themselvesequally open to the charge, never offering a presentwithout expecting a much larger one in return. Itis very desirable to secure a favourable impression byliberality on your first arrival at this island; it beinga constant custom with the natives to mark thosewho have any peculiarity of person or manner by anickname, by which alone the person will be knownas long as any recollection of his visit may remain.Among the many instances which occurred of this,was one of a brother officer, who, when we quittedEngland, begged to be remembered to his old ac-quaintances in Otaheite ; but we found they had lostall memory of his name, and we at last only broughthim to their

recollection by describing his person,and mentioning that he had lost an eye by a woundreceived in service; on which they at once exclaimed" Tapane Matapo !" or " Captain Blind-eye." Wewere the more anxious to avoid acquiring a distinc- VOL. I.                                  T



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 274                           VOYAGE TO THE tion of this kind for ourselves, as a Russian ship hadjust preceded us, the crew of which, according to thenatives, purchased every thing that was offered with-out regard to price, at whom they laughed heartily,because one of the officers had given a blue jacket inexchange for a pearl which had been ingeniouslymade out of an oyster-shell. Some of us, therefore, had recourse to the Euro-pean residents, and fortunately obtained what clothand specie we wanted ; while others preferred bar-tering such portions of their wardrobes as theyconsidered unnecessary for their approaching changeof climate. On the Monday succeeding

our arrival, all thestores of the ship that required removal were landedand placed under a shed; the observatory waserected close to the consulate; a rope-walk was con-structed, and the forge was put up under the shade ofsome trees. Thus, as the shore was so near, all theduties of the ship were carried on under our ownimmediate superintendence far more expeditiouslythan the confined space on board would have al-lowed. The sick were also landed, and providedwith a place better adapted to their situation. The state of our provisions rendered it necessaryto observe the strictest economy, for we had beenconfined to our own resources during several months,and Otaheite afforded nothing except beef and pork,nor had we any certainty of an opportunity of re-plenishing them. The bread fruit was, fortunately,at this time excellent, and was substituted for thedaily allowance of flour, at

first in moderate pro-portions, that no bad effects might arise from sucha change of diet; but, latterly, the crew were al-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.               275 lowed as much as they could consume, by whichnecessary piece of economy we saved during ourstay about 2,000 pounds of flour, the most valuablearticle of sea store ; a measure which subsequentlyproved of the utmost importance to us. I do notthink that this fruit, though very delicious andmore farinaceous than potatoes, is a satisfactorysubstitute for bread, but it is by no means a badone. Foreseeing the possibility of being obliged tocure our own meat, we fortunately provided a quan-tity of salt for that purpose at Chili, an article whichwe found very scarce at Otaheite; and the consulmade arrangements for

salting both beef and porkfor our future use, which succeeded uncommonlywell; and he materially forwarded the object of ourvoyage by exerting himself to satisfy all our de-mands, so far as the resources of the island wouldadmit. Before our arrival articles of food weresufficiently cheap ; but the great demand which weoccasioned materially enhanced their prices, andthere appeared to be a great dislike to competition.The resources of the island, fruit excepted, are con-siderably diminished from what they formerly were,notwithstanding the population at one time ex-ceeded its present amount twenty-fold. On the day appointed for the visit of the royalparty, the duty of the ship was suspended, and wewere kept in expectation of their arrival until fouro'clock in the afternoon, when I had the honour ofreceiving a note, couched in affectionate terms, fromthe queen regent, to whom, as well as

to her sub-jects, the loss of time appears to be immaterial,stating her inability to fulfil her engagement, but T 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 276                           VOYAGE TO THE that she would come on board the following day.Scarcely twenty minutes had elapsed, however, fromthe receipt of this note, when we were surprised bythe appearance of the party, consisting of the queenregent, the queen dowager and her youthful hus-band, and Utamme and his wife. Their dress wasan incongruous mixture of European and nativecostumes ; the two queens had wrappers of nativecloth wound loosely round their bodies, and on theirheads straw poked bonnets, manufactured on theisland, in imitation of some which had been carriedthither by European females, and trimmed withblack ribands. Their feet were

left bare, in oppo-sition to the showy covering of their heads, as ifpurposely to mark the contrast between the twocountries whose costumes they united; and neatlyexecuted blue lines formed an indelible net-work -over that portion of the frame which in Englandwould have been covered with silk or cotton.Utamme, who, without meaning any insinuationsto the disadvantage of the queen, appeared to be ona very familiar footing with her majesty, (notwith-standing he was accompanied by his own wife), wasa remarkably tall and comely man ; he wore a strawhat, and a white shirt, under which he had takenthe necessary precaution of tying on his nativemaro, and was provided with an umbrella to screenhis complexion from the sun. This is the commoncostume of all the chiefs, to whom an umbrella isnow become almost as indispensable as a shirt; butby far the greater part of the rest of

the populationare contented with a mat and a maro. It may be desirable, in this early period of ourcommunications with the court of Otaheite, to state



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               277 the relationship which exists between the reigningfamily and Otoo, who was king of the larger penin-sula at the period of Captain Cook's last visit. Otoo, after Cook's departure, was surnamed Po-marree, from a hoarseness that succeeded a sorethroat which he caught in the mountains, and thisafterwards became the royal patronymic. His son,Pomarree II., who was a child at that period, suc-ceeded him in 1803, and reigned until December,1821, when, having effected many most importantchanges in the customs of the island, and having,under the zealous exertions of the missionaries, con-verted the chief part of

the population to. Christian-ity, he expired in a fit of apoplexy, accelerated, nodoubt, by frequent excesses. Of this man it may belamented that his exertions in the cause of Chris-tianity were not seconded in the fullest extent by arigid adherence to its precepts in his own person.He had two wives, or rather a wife and a mistress,who were sisters, named Terre-moe-moe, and Po-marree Waheine. This woman, daughter of theKing of Ulietea, had been sent for from Huaheineto be married to the king, but being accompaniedby her sister, Terre-moe-moe, who was very superiorin personal attractions, the latter captivated hismajesty at first sight, and received the honour ofhis hand, while Pomarree Waheine was retained inthe more humble capacity of mistress. Each sisterbore a child, Terre-moe-moe giving birth to Pomar-ree III., and the mistress presenting him with adaughter named

Aimatta, the present queen. Po-marree III. was only six years old at the time wearrived, and the regency was administered by hisaunt Pomarree Waheine, who I suppose was con-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 278 VOYAGE TO THE sidered a more fit person to manage the affairs of thestate than her sister, who had doubtless the greaterclaim to the office. We found that the queenmother, widow of Pomarree II., had married a chiefof Bora Bora, a fine-looking lad of ten or elevenyears of age, and that Aimatta was united to a chiefof Huaheine, a short corpulent person, who, in con-sequence of his marriage, was allowed to bear theroyal name of Pomarree, to which, however, in allu-sion to his figure, and in conformity with theirusual custom, they had added the appropriate butnot very elegant surname of "Aboo-rai," or big-belly. We treated the royal party with the few

goodthings which remained, and they landed at night,highly delighted with a display of fire-works pur-posely prepared for them. Next morning the partyrepeated their visit, somewhat better dressed, andaccompanied by Aimatta and Aboo-rai. They werefollowed by a large double canoe and many smallsingle ones, bearing upon their gunwales heaps offruit and roots, and four enormous hogs, at the im-minent risk of upsetting the whole. The doublecanoe was the " last of her race," and had been usedfor the nobler purposes of war, but, like the inhabi-tants, was now devoted to humbler but more usefuloccupations. As soon as the queen reached the deck she ten-dered the present to me in the name of the youngking, then at the missionary school at Eimeo, and Ireturned the compliment that was due to her for thismark of her attention, as well as for the munificenceof the gift. As soon as the

remainder of the partywere assembled, it was proposed that we should



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              279 adjourn to the breakfast prepared in the cabin ; butthe regent desired that every part of the presentshould previously be set out on a particular part ofthe deck, pigs and all, in order to impress us morefully with an idea of her liberality; and when thewhole was collected, she led me to the pile, andexpatiated on the superior quality of the fruit. Having at length assembled at breakfast, whichby this time was cold, a difficulty arose, I was in-formed, in consequence of Aimatta, the king's sis-ter, being unwilling to relinquish the distinction shehad enjoyed under the former custom of the island,which rendered it indecorous for

some of her coun-trywomen, who were of the party, to presume to eatin the presence of so exalted a personage. As thesedistinctions, however, had been removed upon theintroduction of Christianity, there was an evidentapprehension of giving offence to the assembledchiefs by such a display of ambition on the presentoccasion. The inconvenience which it was suggest-ed would attend the observance of the custom inthis instance, and the opposition afforded by theprecepts of the missionaries to any such mode ofdisplaying the royal prerogative, relieved us fromour dilemma. A cloud of discontent hung for ashort time on the countenance of our royal guest,but it was dispelled by the first breeze of mirth,and the party appeared to enjoy greatly the remain-der of their visit. It is by no means surprising that the chiefs shouldwish to adhere to such of their old customs as con-stituted the

principal if not the only distinction be-tween them and their vassals. Should they be de-prived of these, and should the superstitions, by



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 280                           VOYAGE TO THE means of which they awed the lower classes of thecommunity, be brought into contempt, they wouldbe left with no other superiority than that conferredby bodily strength; for in education, and not un-frequently even in wealth, their advantages werevery limited. Pomarree, in framing his laws to meetthe new circumstances of his subjects, seems to havebeen too zealous in pressing his reforms in this aswell as in many other points. It would be ridicu-lous to advocate the perpetuation of customs fit onlyfor the darkest ages of barbarism ; but it might pro-bably not be unwise to retain in the earlier progresstowards improvement

such as are least objection-able ; particularly in a country like Otaheite, wheretheir observance had been enforced with the great-est rigour. The effect produced by the abolition ofthat most detestable of all their pagan rites, humansacrifice, is noticed by Mr. Ellis in his PolynesianResearches, to have endangered the royal authority.*In the course of the day several chiefs came onboard, dressed in white shirts and straw hats; andwere all remarkable for their extraordinary heightand noble appearance. Whether this superiority ofstature is the result of the better quality of theirfood, or whether, by the commission of infanticide,their parents have preserved only the largest ormost healthy children, and bestowed upon them amore careful nursing than may have fallen to thelot of their vassals, I cannot say, but it is beyond adoubt that the advantage which their chiefs enjoyedin this respect

had a strong influence on the minds of * He says (vol. ii. p. 378.) that " many, free from the restraintit (human sacrifice) had imposed, seemed to refuse almost all law-ful obedience and rightful support to the king."



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              281 i the simple Otaheitans, who were with difficulty con-vinced that the size of the purser (who was the larg-est man in the ship) did not confer on him the bestclaim to be the Ratira-rai, or captain of the Blossom. The arrival of the chiefs was an event very fa-vourable to the wishes of the consul, who availedhimself of the opportunity it afforded of urging,with some prospect of success, the repeal of an or_der issued by the regent, which had occasioned se-rious mischief to one of our merchant ships; andwhich, if not speedily rescinded, must have endan-gered not only the property, but even the lives ofindividuals

trading to these islands. The consulhad already appealed against the obnoxious decree,but it was at a time when he was not supported bythe presence of a king's ship ; and the short-sightedpolicy of the regent did not anticipate the probabi-lity of the consul soon receiving such a powerfulsupport to his negotiation. She had ventured,therefore, to dismiss his remonstrance, intimatingthat she was fully aware of his defenceless situation.The case under discussion was as follows. The queen, seeing the estimation in which thepearl oyster-shells were held by Europeans, imagin-ed that by levying a duty on them she would great-ly increase her revenue. Orders were accordinglyissued to all the tributary islands to seize every ves-sel trading in shells, which had not previously ob-tained the royal licence to procure them. TheChain Islanders, who, from their enterprising andmarauding

habits, may be considered the buc-caneers of the eastern South Sea archipelago, weretoo happy to find themselves fortified with a pleafor a proceeding of this nature, and instantly sent



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 282 VOYAGE TO THE one of their double canoes to Tiokea, where theyfound the Dragon, an English brig, taking in pearlshells. These people behaved in a very friend-ly manner to her crew, and allowed her quietlyto take her cargo on board; but the Dragon wasno sooner ready to put to sea, than several of theislanders went on board with the ostensible purposeof taking leave, but suddenly possessed themselvesof the vessel, overpowering the master and crew,binding their hands, and sending them on shore asprisoners. A general plunder of the vessel ensued,in which every thing moveable was carried away.The natives, after this atrocious act, went to

churchto return thanks for their victory, and to render theirprayers more acceptable, transferred the bell of theship to their place of worship. During several daysthey detained the master bound hand and foot, anddebated whether he should not be put to death andeaten; a fate which we were informed he would inall probability have encountered but for the inter-ference of one of their chiefs, for the Tiokeans arestill reputed to be cannibals, notwithstanding theyhave embraced the christian religion. The crew,more fortunate than their commander, very soonobtained their release, upon condition of fitting thebrig for sea, the natives imagining they could navi-gate her themselves. The vessel being ready, themaster, under some pretext, obtained permission togo on board, and having speedily established an un-derstanding with his crew, he cut the cables andcarried her out to sea. The

stolen property was of course never recovered,and the vessel was so plundered of her stores that theobject of her voyage was lost. When she reached



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              283 Otaheite the master stated the case to the consul,whose representation of the outrage to the queenwas, as has already heen said, treated with derision.The consul availed himself of the present occasion toobtain restitution of the stolen property, or remune-ration for the owners, and a repeal of the objection-able order, the execution of which it is evident couldnot be safely confided to a barbarous people, at alltimes too prone to appropriate to themselves what-ever might fall within their reach. Her majesty wasexceedingly unwilling to abandon this source of re-venue, and strenuously urged her indubitable

rightto levy taxes within her own dominions, maintainingher arguments with considerable shrewdness, andappealing finally to the chiefs. Finding them, how-ever, disposed to accede to the demands of the con-sul, she burst into tears; but at length consented,by their advice, to send a circular to the Pamoutas,or Low Islands, directing that no molestation shouldbe offered to any vessels trading in shells, or touch-ing at those islands for refreshment; but on the con-trary that all necessary aid and assistance should beafforded to them ; and that in the event of any dis-pute, the matter should be referred to the authoritiesat Otaheite. This concession destroyed the complacency of thequeen for some time, but she recovered her spirits inthe course of the afternoon, and amused herself muchby listening to the drum, which she begged might bepermitted to play on the upper deck. As

this spe-cies of music, however, was not very agreeable in theconfined space of a ship, it was proposed that the in-strument should be removed to the shade of sometall trees on the shore, whither the whole party



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 284 VOYAGE TO THE repaired; the drummer continuing his performance,and marching to and fro, until he hecame heartilytired, to the infinite delight of the assembled popu-lace, who crowded round, and even scaled the loftiesttrees, to obtain a glimpse of him. A few days after this visit the queens came againto Toanoa, and I invited them into the tent we hadpitched on shore, with the view of making a presentto each of them, and of confiding to their care thepresents intended for Pomarree Aboo-rai, Aimatta,and Utamme, who were absent. The present forthe king, which consisted of a handsome double-barrelled gun inlaid with silver, with some broad-cloth

and other valuables, I reserved until I shouldhave an opportunity of seeing him. The other par-cels were apportioned according to what I consider-ed to be the rank of the parties, and the name of eachperson was placed on his destined share. The re-gent, however, opened them all, and very uncere-moniously transferred a portion of each to her own,and huddling the whole together, she sent them offto her canoe. Then finishing half a bottle of brandybetween them, the regent and her sister despatchedthe remainder of the spirits after the presents, andtook their leave. In the course of the day we received an invitationto pass the evening at the regent's house at Papiete,a very romantic spot about a mile from the placewhere the ship was anchored. After a delightfulwalk along the shore in the refreshing coolness whichsucceeds a tropical day, we arrived at the royal re-sidence,

which was in one of those spacious shedsfrequently mentioned by my predecessors. It wasabout a hundred feet in length, by thirty-five in



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              285 width, of an oval form, with a thatched roof, sup-ported upon small poles placed close together. Bythe light of the moon we discovered a small doorabout mid-way between the extremities, which weentered, and immediately found ourselves in dark-ness. On groping our way, our shins came in con-tact with several bamboo partitions dividing the areainto various compartments. In one of these wedistinguished by the rays of moonlight which fellthrough the interstices of the dwelling, that it wasoccupied by toutous, or common people, of bothsexes. We, therefore, turned to the opposite direc-tion, which soon led

us to the royal saloon, whichwe found illuminated by a yellow and melancholylight proceeding from a rag hung over the edgeof a broken cocoa-nut shell half filled with oil.The apartment, to our surprise, was quite still; butwe were soon greeted with the salutation of " Eu-ranna-poy" (How do you do?) from a number ofathletic men, her majesty's favourites, as they awokein succession from their nap. We at length discovered the queen regent ex-tended upon a mat spread upon dried grass, withwhich the whole apartment was strewed ; aroundher, upon mats also, were several interesting youngfemales ; and occupying a wooden bedstead, placedagainst a slight partition, which contained numerouscases filled with cocoa-nut oil, we found PomarreeAboo-rai, and Aimatta. Our entry threw this nu-merous party into a state of activity and bustle,some to procure a second light, and

some to accom-modate us with mats ; while Pomarree, drawing histappa round him, led forward his princess, Aimatta,and extended his politeness much beyond what we



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 286                             VOYAGE TO THE could possibly have anticipated from so young ahusband. Fearful that we might have misunderstood themorning invitation, or that we were later than wehad been expected, we began to offer apologies, andto excuse ourselves for breaking in upon the reposeof the party; but the indisposition of the queenappeared to be the cause, as she was suffering fromrepletion, and, forgetting all about the invitation,had retired earlier than usual. She had scarcely hadsufficient rest when we arrived to engage in anyamusement herself, but gave us a friendly reception,and desired that a dance might be performed for

ourentertainment. This was an indulgence we hardlyexpected, such performances being prohibited bylaw, under severe penalties, both against the per-formers, and upon- those who should attend suchexhibitions ; and for the same reason it was necessarythat it should be executed quietly, and that the vivo,or reed pipe, should be played in an under tone, thatit might not reach the ears of an aava, or policeman,who was parading the beach, in a soldier's jacket,with a rusty sword ; for even the use of this melo-dious little instrument, the delight of the natives,from whose nature the dance and the pipe are inse-parable, is now strictly prohibited. None of us hadwitnessed the dances of these people before theywere restrained by law ; but in that which wasexhibited on the present occasion, there was nothingat which any unprejudiced person could take offence;and it confirmed

the opinion I had often heard ex-pressed, that Pomarree, or whoever framed the laws,would have more effectually attained his object hadthese amusements been restricted within proper



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              287 limits, rather than entirely suppressed. To some ofus, who had formed our opinion of the native danceof this island from the fascinating representation ofit by Mr. Webber, who accompanied Captain Cook,that which we saw greatly disappointed our expec-tation, and we turned from it to listen to the simpleairs of the females about the queen, who sang verywell, and were ready improvisatrices, adapting thewords of the song to the particular case of eachindividual. While these amusements engaged the attentionof our party, scenes of a very different nature werepassing in the same apartment, which must

haveconvinced the greatest sceptic of the thoroughlyimmoral condition of the people; and if he reflectedthat he was in the royal residence, and in the pre-sence of the individual at the head of both churchand state, he would have either concluded, as Turn-bull did many years before, that their intercoursewith Europeans had tended to debase rather than toexalt their condition, or that they were wilfullyviolating and deriding laws which they consideredridiculously severe. In our intercourse with the chiefs and middleclasses of society, the impression left by this night'sentertainment was in some measure removed; andespecially as regards the former, who are, on thewhole, a well-behaved class of men, though they aremuch addicted to intemperance. A party of them,among which were Utammee and Pa-why, cameon board one day, and having received a present ofa bottle of

rum from the cabin, went to pay a visitto the gun-room officers, who politely offered thema glass of wine, but evincing some reluctance to this



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 288 VOYAGE TO THE beverage, rum was placed upon the table, uponwhich the chiefs manifested their approbation, andUtammee seizing the bottle requested it as a pre-sent, and then emptying their glasses, which hadbeen filled with wine, to the toast of Eurannapoy, they bowed politely and withdrew. This par-tiality for spirits seems to be an incorrigible vice,and it is a fortunate circumstance that their meansof indulging in it are so very limited. Some ofthem have materially benefited by the residence ofthe missionaries, and, in particular, two who residedat Matavai, about four miles to the eastward of ouranchorage. They piqued themselves on their imi-

tation of European customs, and had neat little cot-tages, built after the European style, with white-washed fronts, which, peeping through some ever-green foliage, had a most agreeable effect, and beingthe only cottages of this description upon the islandin the possession of the natives, were the pride oftheir owners. The apartments contained chests,chairs, a table, and a knife and fork for a guest; andnothing gave these chiefs greater pleasure than thecompany of some of the officers of the ship. Eachof them could read and write their own language,and the elder, Pa-why, had, I believe, been usefulto the missionaries in translating some part of theScriptures. He was the more learned of the twobrothers; but Hetotte was the more esteemed, andwas an exception to almost all his countrymen innot asking for what was shown to him. His in-quiries concerning the use of every

thing whichoffered itself to his notice, on coming on board theship, surprised and interested us; while his amiabledisposition and engaging manners won him the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              289 esteem of almost all on board. An anecdote illus-trative of his character will be read with interest.The missionaries had for several years endeavouredto produce a change of religion in the island, byexplaining to the natives the fallacy of their belief,and assuring them that the threats of their deitieswere absurd. Hetotte at length determined to puttheir assertions to the test, by a breach of one of thestrictest laws of his religion, and resolved either todie under the experiment or embrace the new faith. A custom prevailed of offering pigs to the deity,which were brought to the morai and placed uponwhattas, or

fautas, for the purpose. From that mo-ment they were considered sacred, and if afterwardsany human being, the priests excepted, dared tocommit so great a sacrilege as to partake of the of-fering, it was supposed that the offended god wouldpunish the crime with instant death. Hetottethought a breach of this law would be a fair cri-terion of the power of the deity, and accordinglystole some of the consecrated meat, and retired withit to a solitary part of the wood to eat it, and per-haps to die. As he was partaking of the food, he ex-pected at each mouthful to experience the ven-geance he was provoking; but having waited a consi-derable time in the wood in awful suspense, andfinding himself rather refreshed, than otherwise, byhis meal, he quitted the retreat and went quietlyhome. For several days he kept his secret, butfinding no bad effects from his transgression, he dis-

closed it to every one, renounced his religion, andembraced Christianity. Such instances of resolutionand good sense, though they have been practisedbefore, are extremely rare in Otaheite, and in this vol. i.                           u



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 290 VOYAGE TO THE sketch of the two brothers a highly favourablepicture is presented of the class to which they be-long ; though there are others, particularly Taate,the first and most powerful chief upon the island,who are equally deserving of favourable notice. Of the rest of the population, though their ex-ternal deportment is certainly more guarded thanformerly, in consequence of the severe penaltieswhich their new laws attach to a breach of decorum,yet their morals have in reality undergone as littlechange as their costume. Notwithstanding all therestrictions imposed, I do not believe that I shouldexceed the bounds of truth in saying, that, if oppor-tunity

offered, there is no favour which might notbe obtained from the females of Otaheite for thetrifling consideration of a Jew's harp, a ring, or someother bauble. Their dwellings, with the exception of doors tosome, and occasionally latches and locks, are pre-cisely what they were when the island was first dis-covered. The floor is always strewed with grass,which they are not at all careful to preserve clean ordry, and it consequently becomes extremely filthyand disagreeable; and when it can be no longerendured, it is replaced by fresh material. Theirhousehold furniture has been increased by the intro-duction of various European articles; and a chest,or occasionally a bedstead, may be seen occupyingthe corner of an apartment; but these are not yetin great demand, the natives having little to putinto the former, and esteeming such of the latter ashave found their way to Otaheite scarcely

more de-sirable places of repose than their mats spread uponstraw. The extreme mildness of the climate, how-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              291 ever, sufficiently accounts for the contented state ofthe population in this respect. Their occupations are few, and in general onlysuch as are necessary to existence or to the grati-fication of vanity. In our repeated visits to theirhuts we found them engaged either in preparingtheir meals, plaiting straw-bonnets, stringing thesmallest kinds of beads to make rings for the fingersor the ears, playing the Jew's harp, or lolling aboutupon their mats; the princess excepted, whosegreatest amusement consisted in turning a hand-organ. The indolence of these people has ever beennotorious, and has been a greater bar to the

successof the missionaries than their previous faith. Thefate of the experiment on the cotton in Eimeo is anexemplification of this. It is well known that theland was cleared, and the cotton planted and grown,but the perseverance to clean the crop, to make itmarketable, was wanting; and finding no sale forthe article in its rude state, they forbore to cultivateit the next year. A small portion, however, waspicked by way of experiment: the missionariestaught the girls to spin, and even furnished themwith a loom, and instructed them in the use of it,upon condition that they should weave fifty yardsof cloth for the king, and fifty for themselves. Thenovelty of the employment at first brought manypupils, but they would not persevere, and not onewas found who fulfilled the engagement. The pro-portion due to the king was wove, but not as muchmore as would make a single gown, and the

pupils,after a dispute regarding their wages, abandonedthe employment about the period of our arrival." Why should we work ?" they would say to us; u 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 292 VOYAGE TO THE " have we not as much bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts,bananas, vee-apples, &c. as we can eat ? It is verygood for you to work who require fine clothes andfine ships ; but," looking around their apartmentwith evident satisfaction, " we are contented withwhat we possess." And in disposition they cer-tainly appeared to be so; for a more lively, good-natured, inoffensive people it is impossible to con-ceive. The only interruption to their general sere-nity appears to be occasioned by the check whichthe laws have placed upon their amusements; afeeling which became very apparent the momentthe missionaries were mentioned. They have ingeneral,

however, a great respect for those gentle-men, and are fearful of the consequences of offend-ing them. Some of the natives had an indistinct notion ofthis philanthropic society, and were not a littlesurprised at being told that we were not missiona-ries ; and in answer to their inquiry " King Georgemissionary ?" their astonishment was greatly in-creased at being informed that he was not; for asthey had an idea that King George was at the headof the missionary society, they naturally imaginedthat his officers must of course also belong to it.This misconception had been so generally enter-tained before our arrival, that we were told theyhad threatened to complain to the society of themaster of a merchant ship who had by some meansincurred their displeasure. The Otaheitans were always a very superstitiouspeople, and notwithstanding their change of religionstill entertain most absurd

notions on several points.Though they have ceased to give credit to any



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             293 recent prophecies, many firmly believe they haveseen the fulfilment of some of the predictions thatwere made before their conversion to Christianity,of which the invasion of the island by the natives ofBora Bora was one. This event was foretold by alittle bird called Oomamoo, which had the gift ofspeech, and used to warn persons of any dangerwith which they were threatened. On many occa-sions, when persons have taken refuge in the moun-tains to avoid a mandate for a victim for the morai,or to escape from some civil commotion, this littlebird has been their guardian spirit, has warned themwhen danger was

near, and directed them how toescape pursuit. I used to laugh at Jim, our inter-preter, a good-natured intelligent fellow, for hisbelief in these tales ; but he was always very earnestin his relation of them, and never allowed himselfto join in our ridicule. Though he confessed thatthis little monitor had been dumb since the intro-duction of Christianity, yet it would evidently havebeen as difficult to make him believe it never hadspoken, as that the danger of which it warned himhad never existed ; and this feeling is, I believe,common to all his countrymen. Nothing is moredifficult than the removal of early impressions, par-ticularly when connected with superstitions. I wasone evening returning with him round the shoreof the bay from Papiete, a favourite route, andwas conversing on the superstitions of his country-men, when we came to a retired spot crownedwith tall cocoa-nut trees, with a

small glen behindit. Night was fast approaching, and the longbranches of the palm, agitated by the wind, pro-duced a mournful sound, in unison with the subject



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 294                              VOYAGE TO THE of our conversation. As we passed I observed Jimendeavouring to get on the outside, and latterlywalking in the wash of the sea ; and found that henever liked to pass this spot after dark for fear ofthe spirits of his unfortunate countrymen who werehanged there between the cocoa-nut trees. Thepopular belief, before the introduction of our faith,was, that the spirit of the deceased visited thebody for a certain time, and for this reason manyof them would on no account approach this placein the night time. A few days after our arrival some offenderswere brought to trial, and as we were desirous ofwitnessing the proceedings of

the court, it was re-moved from its usual site, to the shade of some treesin our immediate vicinity. The court was rangedupon benches placed in successive rows under thetrees, with the prisoners in front, under the chargeof an officer with a drawn sabre, and habited in avolunteer's jacket and a maro. The aava-rai of thedistrict in which the crimes had been committedtook his place between the court and the prisoners,dressed in a long straw mat, finely plaited, andedged with fringe, with a slit cut in it for the headto pass through; a white oakum wig, which, in imi-tation of the gentlemen of our courts of law, flowedin long curls over his shoulders, and a tall cap sur-mounting it, curiously ornamented with red fea-thers, and with variously coloured tresses of humanhair. His appearance without shoes, stockings, ortrousers, the strange attire of the head, with the va-riegated tresses of hair

mingling with the oakumcurls upon his shoulders, produced, as may be ima-gined, a ludicrous effect; and I regret that the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               295 limits of this work prevent my subjoining an ad-mirable representation of it by Mr. Smyth. The prisoner being brought up, the aava readcertain passages from the penal code, and then ac-cused the prisoner of having stolen a gown from aEuropean resident. He instantly pleaded guilty tothe charge, and thereby saved a great deal of trouble.He was then admonished against the repetition ofevil practices, and fined four hogs, two to the king,and two to the person from whom the property hadbeen stolen. Bail is not necessary in Otaheite; andthe prisoner, consequently, was allowed to go wherehe pleased, which of

course was to such of his friendsas were most likely to supply him with a hog.Three other persons were thert put to the bar, andfined for a breach of our seventh commandment.The young lady, who had sinned with several per.sons, but two of whom only were detected, smil-ingly heard herself sentenced to make twenty yardsof cloth, and the two men to furnish six posts each,for a building that was about to be erected at Pa-piete. In default of payment transgressors are con-demned to labour. Before we sailed, a more serious theft was com-mitted on the stores of the ship, which had beenplaced under a shed, and likewise on the wearingapparel of one of the officers who was ill on shore.Immediately the aavas (policemen) heard of it, theywere on the alert, and arrested two men, on whomsuspicion fell, from their having slept in the placethe night of the robbery, and absconded early in

themorning. The news of the offence spread with itsaccustomed rapidity among uncivilized tribes; andvarious were the reports in circulation, as to the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 296                           VOYAGE TO THE manner in which I intended to visit the misde-meanour. The prisoners at first acknowledged theirguilt, hut afterwards denied it; and declared theyhad heen induced to make the confession from thethreats of the aavas who apprehended them. No-thing was found upon them, and no person could bebrought forward as a direct witness of the fact; sothat their guilt rested on circumstantial evidencealone. I was, however, anxious to bring the of-fenders to trial, as all the sails and the stores of theship were on shore, and at the mercy of the inha-bitants ; and unless severe measures were pursued inthis instance, successive

depredations would in allprobability have occurred. The chiefs were in con-sequence summoned, and at an early date the pri-soners were brought to trial opposite the anchorage.As it was an extraordinary case, I was invited to thetribunal, and paid'the compliment of being allowedto interrogate the prisoners ; but nothing conclusivewas elicited, though the circumstantial proof was somuch against them that five out of six of the chiefspronounced them guilty. The penalty in the eventof conviction in a case of this nature is, that the cul-prit shall pay fourfold the value of the propertystolen : in this instance, however, as the articles couldnot be replaced, and the value was far beyond whatthe individuals could pay, 1 proposed, as the chiefsreferred the matter to me, that, by way of anexample, and to deter others from similar acts, theprisoners should suffer corporal punishment. Theirlaws,

however, did not admit of this mode of punish-ment, and the matter concluded by the chiefs makingthemselves responsible for the stores, and directingPa-why to acquaint the people that they had doneso, promising to make further inquiry into the mat-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              297 ter; which was never done, and the prisoners es-caped : but the investigation answered our purposeequally well, as the stores afterwards remained un-touched. The various reports which preceded thetrial, the assembling of the chiefs, and other circum-stances, had brought together a great concourse ofpeople. Pa-why, raising himself above the multi-tude, harangued them in a very energetic and appa-rently elegant manner, much to the satisfaction ofthe inhabitants, who all dispersed and went quietlyto their homes. The consideration which the chiefs-gave to the merits of this question, and the painsthey took to

elicit the truth, reflect much creditupon them. The case was a difficult one, and He-totte, not being able to make up his mind to theguilt of the prisoners, very honestly differed fromhis colleagues; and his conduct, while it afforded agratifying instance of the integrity of the man,showed a proper consideration for the prisoners,which in the darker ages would have been sacrificedto the interested motive of coinciding in opinionwith the majority. If we compare the fate whichwould have befallen the prisoners, supposing theminnocent, had they been arraigned under the earlyform of government, with the transactions of thisday, we cannot but congratulate the people on theintroduction of the present penal code, and acknow-ledge that it is one of the greatest temporal blessingsthey have derived from the introduction of Chris-tianity. At the same time it is just to observe, thathad a similar

depredation been committed underthose circumstances, there is every reason to believefrom former experience, that the real offender wouldhave been detected, and the property restored.On the 3d April the young king landed at Ota-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 298 VOYAGE TO THE heite from Eimeo, and was received with the mostenthusiastic shouts of his subjects, who were assem-bled in great numbers on the beach to welcome hisarrival. The following day he paid a visit to theship, attended by the queen, a numerous retinue,and Mr. Pritchard, the principal missionary uponthe island. I saluted the king on the occasion withnine guns, much to the delight of his subjects; andpresented him with the fowling-piece which wassent out by the government for that purpose. Thestock was inlaid with silver, and the case handsomelylined, and fitted up in a manner which made a deepimpression on the minds of the

Otaheitans, who areextremely fond of display, and who expressed theirapprobation by repeated exclamations of " My-tie!mia my-tie Pretannee!" as each article was exhibited.The king was a well-behaved boy, of slender make,uniting with the Tudiments of an European educa-tion much native shrewdness; and the chiefs wereconsiderably interested in him, as they considered hiseducation would give him advantages over his pre-decessors; and his succession to the throne wouldremove the reins of government from the hands ofthe present possessor, whose measures were notalways the most disinterested or beneficial to hercountry; and who, in consequence of her influencewith the Boo-ratiras, the most powerful body of menupon the island, often carried her plans into execu-tion in spite of the wishes of the chiefs to the con-trary. But the object of their hopes

unfortunatelydied the following year, and the sceptre passed tothe hands of Aimatta, his sister, of whom the mis-sionaries speak well. Before we sat down to dinner, I was amused at



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              299 Jim, the interpreter, bringing me the queen dow-ager's compliments, and " she would be much obligedby a little rum," to qualify a repast she had beenmaking on raw fish, by way, I suppose, of provokingan appetite for dinner. We had missed her majestya few minutes before from the cabin, and on lookingover the stern of the ship, saw her seated in a nativeboat finishing her crude repast. A few days previous to this visit LieutenantBelcher was despatched in the barge to Mirapaye,in the district of Papara, to bring round a quantityof beef which had been prepared there for the ship'suse by Mr. Henry, the

son of one of the earlymissionaries. In this district there is a lake and amorai, of which it will be proper to give a shortnotice, as the former is considered curious, andforeigners are often led, by the exaggerated accountof the natives, to visit the place, which really doesnot repay the trouble it involves. To convey someidea of the difficulty of reaching this lake, Lieu-tenant Belcher and Mr. Collie, who accompaniedhim, crossed a stream which ran through the valleyleading to it twenty-nine times in their ascent,sometimes at a depth considerably above their knees;and after it was passed it was necessary to climb themountain upon hands and knees, and to maintaintheir position by grasping the shrubs in their way,which indeed were, for the most part, weak andtreacherous, consisting principally of the musa sapi-entum, spondias dulcis, and some ferns. " In this manner," says

Mr. Collie, " after trac-ing a zigzag and irregular course, and losing ourway once or twice, we reached the highest part ofthe acclivity ; and then descending a short distance,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 300 VOYAGE TO THE the puny lake burst upon our disappointed view."Its dimensions were estimated at three quarters ofa mile in circumference; and it was stated by thenatives to be fourteen fathoms deep. The water ofthe lake was muddy, and appeared to receive itssupplies from several small streams from the moun-tains, and the condensation of the vapour around,which fell in a succession of drops, and, boundingoff the projecting parts of the cliff, formed here andthere thin and airy cascades. Though there is aconstant accession of water, there has not yet beenfound any outlet to the lake; and what renders itstill more curious is, that when heavy

rains descend,the water, instead of rising and overflowing its mar-gin, is carried off by some subterraneous channel.The natives say, when these rains occur there is agreat rush of water from a large cavern beneath thebed of the lake.' The temperature of the lake atseven a. m. was 72°, and that of the atmosphere 71°.During a shower of rain it rose to 74°: a thermo-meter at the level of the sea at the same time stoodat 77°. One side of the lake was bounded by loftyperpendicular precipices, the other by a gentle slopecovered with the varied verdure of trees, shrubs,and ferns, with a few herbaceous plants. The gene-ral appearance of the country suggested the idea ofan enormous avalanche, which stopped up the valley,and intercepted the streams that heretofore foundtheir way along its bed to the sea. The lake was estimated at 1500 feet above thelevel of the sea, and the

cliffs from which this ava-lanche appeared to have been precipitated were con-sidered to be eight hundred feet more. Though atso great a height, and so far from any large tract of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              301 land, this extraordinary basin is said to abound infresh-water eels of an enormous size. On the mar-gin of the basin, blocks of columnar basalt, withporous and vesicular lava, were heaped in greatconfusion. On the eastern side, Mr. Belcher found greatquantities of vesicular shaggy lava, which led himto suppose a volcano had existed in the vicinity;and he remarks that many persons who have visitedthe lake were of opinion that it was a crater filledwith water. In other parts he collected some veryperfect crystals of basaltic hornblend, and found oneor two of olivine on the surface of the vesicular lava.The

lake appeared to be falling rapidly when theysaw it; at a place where Mr. Belcher was obliged tocross it there were eighteen inches of water; sometime after, at sunset, there were only six inches;and the next morning the rock was dry. On exa-mining this place he noticed a large chasm beneatha rock, through which it appeared the water hadfound an outlet; and favoured the opinion of thebasin being caused by an avalanche. The morai is the same as that exhibited in thevoyage of Mr. Wilson, and mentioned by CaptainCook. Its measurements have been given in thosevoyages, and perhaps more correctly than the pre-sent dilapidated state of the edifice admits. But itshistory is interesting, as it was told by a descendantof the chief who erected it, and whose family, aswell as himself, were priests of the god to whom itwas consecrated. It differs in several respects fromthe

account given by Mr. Ellis; but I insert it asrelated to Mr. Belcher by the chief. The great-grandfather of Taati, the present chief,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 302 VOYAGE TO THE whose name holds a conspicuous place in the wars ofPomarree, was defeated in a pitched hattle by theking. The chief, incensed at the god under whose pro-tection he fought, went to Ulietea, and by devotion,presents, and promises, induced the god of that place,Oroo, to accompany him to Otaheite. On his re-turn, the new and, as it was supposed, powerful god,so inspired the refugee party with courage, that theyagain rallied around their chief, and so forcibly didthe superstition of those dark ages operate, that theking, before victorious, was now repeatedly beatenand driven to the opposite side of the island. Thechief,

having secured tranquillity to his district, be-gan to construct the morai above alluded to, whichwas of such magnitude as to require two years forits completion. It was then dedicated to the godwhose presence had achieved for him such repeatedvictories. The change effected in the circumstances of thechief of Papara by the introduction of this new god,acquired for the deity a reputation beyond any thingthat had been known in Otaheite ; and the king de-termined to obtain possession of it. By bribing thepriests, he was allowed to pay his devotions to the dei-ty, and afterwards to fight under its auspices, whichhe did so successfully that he ultimately obtainedpossession of the idol. A morai was then built for itin the valley of Atehuru, situated between Mirapayeand Papiete ; memorable as the place where the lastbattle was fought which decided the cause

betweenChristianity and paganism, and crowned with successthe labours of the missionaries, who for eighteenyears had been unremitting in their endeavours toaccomplish this great end; this valley is also cele-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             303 brated in consequence of a strong-hold on an emi-nence near it, where the old men and women usedto retire in all cases of attack upon the district. Inthis last and important battle Taati's brother lost hislife, supporting to the last the cause of idolatry.Taati himself had been converted to the new faith,and was joined with Pomarree in opposition to hisrelation. While we were at anchor, a whale-ship arrivedfrom New Zealand, with a party of natives of thatcountry on board, whom the master permitted toexhibit their war-dance for our diversion. Afterthe duty of the day was over, the party assembledin front

of the consul's house, and the Otaheitans,anxious for an opportunity of comparing the dancesof other countries with their own, crowded round ingreat numbers to witness the performance. The exhibition took place by torch-light, andbegan by the party being drawn up in a line withtheir chief in advance, who regulated their motions ;which, though very numerous, were all simultaneous,and showed that they were well practised in them.They began by stamping their feet upon the ground,and then striking the palms of the hands upon thethighs for about a minute, after which, they threwtheir bodies into a variety of contortions, twisted theirheads about, grinned hideously, and made use of allkinds of imprecations and abuse on their supposedenemy, as if to defy him to battle: having at lengthworked themselves into a complete frenzy, they ut-tered a yell, and rushed to the

conflict; which, fromwhat we saw represented, must in reality be horrible;the effect upon the peaceable Otaheitans was suchthat long before they came to the charge some of them



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 304 VOYAGE TO THE ran away through fear, and all, no doubt, congratu-lated themselves that there was so wide an expanseof water between their country and New Zealand.A dirge over the fallen enemy concluded the per-formance, which it is impossible adequately to de-scribe. We learned from the whaler, that Shonghi,the New Zealand chief who was educated in Eng-land, was availing himself of the superiority he hadacquired, and was making terrible ravages amonghis countrymen, whose heads, when dried, furnishedhim with a lucrative trade. On the 24th we prepared for our departure : dur-ing our stay we visited the natives almost daily intheir

habitations, and became well acquainted withtheir habits and manner of living ; but in this inter-course there was so little novelty, that, consideringhow many volumes have been written upon thecountry, by persons whose stay far exceeded ours, itwould be both tiresome and useless to detain thereader with their description. The conclusion gene-rally arrived at was, that the people, retain much oftheir original character and many of their habits, andappear to have been particularly described by Turn-bull ; but if early historians err not, they have lostmuch of their cheerfulness, and the women a greatdeal of their beauty. Considering the advances the country had madetoward the formation of a government by the elec-tion of a parliament, and by the promulgation oflaws, we certainly expected to find something inprogress to meet approaching events, yet in none ofour

excursions did we see any manufactures beyondthose which were in use when the island was firstdiscovered, but on the contrary, it was evident that



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                305 they had neglected many which then existed. Wewere sorry to find that none of those in operationcould be materially useful to the state; that therewere no dawnings of art, nor did there appear to beany desire on the part of the people to improvetheir condition; but so far from it, we noticed afeeling of composure and indifference which will bethe bane of their future prosperity. The island is nevertheless imperceptibly enteringinto notice: it is advantageously situated for variouspurposes of commerce, and, consequently, in the eventof a war between England and other powers, it mightbe subjected to many

annoyances from the most insig-nificant force—from any armed vessel indeed whichmight think it her duty to annoy the island on theground of its reputed alliance with England. Thereare no works of defence to obviate such a possibi-lity : the natives have not yet thought of the pre-caution, much less have they commenced any pre-paration, and the island throughout is in a perfectlydefenceless condition. The weapons with whichtheir battles were formerly fought are now in dis-use, and the inhabitants have lost the skill necessaryto employ them to advantage. A number of mus-kets distributed amongst the population creates animaginary security, but the bad condition of thearms, and the want of powder, would render themunavailable. At all events they are deficient in anorganised body of men; a species of defence whichseems necessary for the security of every

countrythat does not wish her shores to be invaded, or tohave her internal tranquillity disturbed by feuds;which in Otaheite have frequently occurred, and arevery likely to do so again, either from the differ- vol. i.                                x



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 306                           VOYAGE TO THE chap. enCes of opinion in the affairs of the government, orv—-y—' from the jealousies between the chiefs and the great1I26.' landholders, the Boo Ratiras. Their tranquillitybesides may have hitherto depended upon their ob-scurity, or on the equally defenceless condition oftheir neighbours with themselves; but the exten-sion of navigation has removed the one, and an ad-vancement of civilization and of power has destroy-ed the balance of the other. Religious books are distributed among the hutsof such of the natives as are converted, or who are,as they term themselves, missi-narees; but many ofthe inhabitants are

still tooti-ouris or bad characters,an old expression signifying literally rusty iron, andnow indiscriminately used for a dissenter from theChristian religion and a low character. These per-sons are now of np religion, as they have renouncedtheir former one, and have not embraced that whichhas been recently introduced. Ignorance of the language prevented my obtain-ing any correct information as to the progress thathad been made generally towards a knowledge of theScriptures by those who were converted; but myimpression was, and I find by the journals of theofficers it was theirs also, that it was very limited,and but few understood the simplest parts of them.Many circumstances induced me to believe thatthey considered their religious books very much inthe same light as they did their household gods;and in particular their conduct on the occasion of adisturbance which

arose from some false reports atthe time of the robbery on the stores of the ship,when they deposited these books in the mission, anddeclared themselves to be indifferent about their



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              307 lives and property, so long as the sacred volume,which could be replaced at any time for a bambooof oil, was in safety. In general those who weremissi-narees had a proper respect for the book, butassociating with it the suppression of their amuse-ments, their dances, singing, and music, they readit with much less good will than if a system hadbeen introduced which would have tempered reli-gion with cheerfulness, and have instilled happinessinto society. The Otaheitans, passionately fond of recreation,require more relaxation than other people; andthough it might not have been possible at once toclear the

dances from the immoralities attendingthem, still it would have been good policy to sanc-tion these diversions under certain restrictions, untillaws which were more important began to sit easyon the shoulders of the people. Without amuse-ments, and excessively indolent, they now seek en-joyment in idleness and sensuality, and too much painscannot be bestowed to arouse them from their apa-thy, and to induce them to emerge from their gene-ral state of indifference to those occupations whichare most essential to their welfare. Looking onlyto the past, they at present seem to consider thatthey can proceed in the same easy manner theyhave hitherto done; forgetting that their wants, for-merly gratified by the natural produce of the earth,have lately been supplied by foreign commodities,which, by indulgence, have become essential to theircomfort; and that as their wants increase,

as in allprobability they will, they will find themselves at aloss to meet the expenses of the purchase. Theyforget also that being dependent upon the casual x 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 308 VOYAGE TO THE arrival of merchant vessels for these supplies, theyare liable to be deprived of them suddenly by theoccurrence of a war or of some other contingency,and this at a period perhaps when by disuse theywill not have the power of falling back upon thosewhich have been discontinued. The country is not deficient in productions adapt-ed to commerce. The sugar-cane grows so luxu-riantly that from two small enclosures five tons ofwhite sugar are annually manufactured under thesuperintendence of an Englishman ; cotton has beenfound to succeed very well; arrow-root of goodquality is plentiful: they have some sandal-wood,and other

ornamental woods suitable for furniture,and several dyes. Besides these, coffee and othergrain might no doubt be grown, and they mightsalt down meat, ,which, with other articles I havenot mentioned, would constitute a trade quite suffi-cient to procure for the inhabitants the luxurieswhich are in a gradual course of introduction, andto make it desirable for merchant vessels to touch atthe island. It is not from the poverty of the island,therefore, from which they are likely to feel inconveni-ence, but from their neglect to avail themselves of itscapabilities, and employ its productions to advantage. It seemed as if the people never had these thingsrevealed to them, or had sunk into an apathy, andwere discouraged at finding each year burthenedwith new restrictions upon their liberties and enjoy-ments, and nothing in return to sweeten the cup oflife. I cannot avoid repeating my

conviction thathad the advisers of Pomarree limited the penal codeat first, and extended it as it became familiar to thepeople; had they restricted instead of suppressed



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              309 the amusements of the people, and taught themsuch parts of the Christian religion as were intel-ligible to their simple understandings, and weremost conducive to their moral improvement anddomestic comfort, these zealous and really praise-worthy men would have made greater advancestowards the attainment of their object. If in offering these remarks it should be thoughtI have been severe upon the failings of the people,or upon the conduct of the missionary gentlemen, Ihave only to say, that I have felt myself called uponto declare the truth, which I trust has been donewithout any invidious feeling to

either; indeed, Iexperienced nothing during my stay that couldcreate such a feeling, but very much to the contrary,as both my officers and myself received every pos-sible kindness from them. And if I have pour-trayed their errors more minutely than their virtues,it has been done with a view to show, that althoughthe condition of the people is much improved, theyare not yet blessed with that state of innocence anddomestic comfort of which we have read. It wouldhave been far more agreeable to have dwelt on thefair side of their character only, but that has alreadybeen done, and by following the same course Ishould only have increased the general miscon-ception. At the time of our arrival, the rainy season, whichhad been somewhat protracted, was scarcely over.Its proper period is December, January, and Fe-bruary. So much wet weather in the height ofsummer is always

the occasion of fevers, and toge-ther with the abundance of vee-apples (spondiasdulcis), which ripen about that period, produce dy-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 310 VOYAGE TO THE sentery and sickness among the poorer class of inha-bitants, several of whom were labouring under theseand other complaints during our stay. Miserableindeed was the condition of many of them. Theyretired from their usual abode and the society oftheir friends, and erected huts for themselves in thewoods, in which they dwelt, until death terminatedtheir sufferings. The missionaries and resident Eu-ropeans strove as much as was in their power to alle-viate these distresses; but the natives were so im-provident and careless that the medicine often didthem harm rather than good, and many preferred theirown simple pharmacopoeia,

and thus fell victims totheir ignorance. Our own ship's company improvedupon the abundance of fish and vegetable diet; butfrom what afterwards occurred, I am disposed tothink the change from their former food, to so muchvegetable substance was very injurious. Regard tothis subject ought not to be overlooked in vesselscircumstanced as the Blossom was. The winds during our stay were principally fromthe eastward, freshening in the forenoon and mode-rating toward sun-set to a calm, or giving place to alight breeze off the land, which sometimes prevailedthrough the night. This effect upon the trade-wind, by comparatively so small a tract of coast,shows the powerful influence of the land upon theatmosphere. In the height of summer, or during the rainy sea-son, the winds fly round to the W. and N. W. andblow in gales or hard squalls, which it is necessaryto guard against in

anchoring upon the north-west-ern coast, particularly at Matavai Bay, which isquite open to those quarters. The mean tempera-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              311 ture of the atmosphere during our stay was 79°, 98,the minimum 75°, and maximum 87°. The many excellent ports in Otaheite have beenenumerated by Captain Cook, though he only madeuse of one, Matavai Bay, and that which was mostexposed; in consequence, probably, of the facility ofputting to sea. Those on the north-western coastare the most frequented, as some difficulty of get-ting out and in attends most of the others, particu-larly those in the south-western side of the island,which are subject to a constant heavy swell from thehigher latitudes, and in the long calms that prevailunder the lee of the

island, are apt to endanger ves-sels approaching the reefs. Of the four on thenorth-western coast, viz. Matavai, Papawa, Toanoa,and Papiete, the last is the most common anchorage,and were it not that it is subject to long calms andvery hot weather, in consequence of being more toleeward than the others, it would certainly be thebest. Toanoa is very small, but conveniently adaptedto the refit of one or two ships. The best port how-ever lies between this anchorage and Matavai, and iscalled Papawa ; several ships may anchor there in per-fect safety quite close to the shore, and if a wharf wereconstructed, might land their cargoes upon it with-out the assistance of boats. It may be entered eitherfrom the east or west, and it has the additional ad-vantage of having Matavai Bay for a stopping place,should circumstances render it inconvenient to entelat the moment; but this channel

which commu-nicates with Matavai Bay must be approached withattention to two coral knolls that have escaped thenotice of both Cook and Bligh. I have given direc-tions for avoiding them in my nautical remarks.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 312                              VOYAGE TO THE The tides in all harbours formed by coral reefs arevery irregular and uncertain, and are almost whollydependant upon the sea-breeze. At Toanoa it isusually low water about six every morning, and highwater half an hour after noon. To make this devia-tion from the ordinary course of nature intelligible,it will be better to consider the harbour as a basin,over the margin of which, after the breeze springsup, the sea beats with considerable violence, andthrows a large]* supply into it than the narrow chan-nels can carry off in the same time, and consequentlyduring that period the tide rises. As the windabates the

water subsides, and the nights being ge-nerally calm, the water finds its lowest level by themorning.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              313 CHAPTER X. Departure from Otaheite—Arrival at Woahoo, Sandwich Islands—Contrast between the two Countries—Visit the King andPitt—Departure—Oneehow—Passage to Kamschatka—Petro-paulski—Beering's Island—St. Lawrence Island—Esquimaux—King's Island—Diomede Islands—Pass Beering's Strait—Arrive in Kotzebue Sound—Anchor off Chamisso Island—IceFormation in Escholtz Bay. On the 26th of April, we left this delightful CH/P-island, in which we had passed many very pleasant ^--y—days, in the enjoyment of the society of the resi- i826.'dents, and of the scenery of the

country. We putto sea in the morning, and about noon reached thelow Island of Tethoroa, the watering place of theOtaheitans. It is a small coral island, distant aboutseven leagues from Otaheite; from the hills ofwhich it may be distinctly seen, and is abundantlyprovided with cocoa-nut trees. The salubrity ofthis little island, which was formerly the resort ofthe chiefs, arreoys, and others, for the purpose ofrecruiting their health after their debaucheries, isstill proverbial at Otaheite. Spare diet and freshair were the necessary consequences of a visit to thisplace, and for a good constitution were the only



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 314 VOYAGE TO THE restoratives required ; and, as these seldom failed intheir effects, it obtained a reputation in Otaheite, noless famous than that of the celebrated spring ofeternal youth, which Ponce de Leon so long soughtin vain. From the proximity of the islands ofTethoroa, Otaheite, and Eimeo, we were enabled toconnect them trigonometrically. Upon the latterthere is a peak with a hole through it, to whicha curious history is attached, connected with thesuperstition of early times. It is asserted that thegreat god, Oroo, being one day angry with the Tii,or the little God of Eimeo, he threw his spearacross the water at him, but the activity of the

Tiievaded the blow, and the spear passed through themountain, and left the hole which we saw. Theheight of this peak is 4,041 feet. On the 27th, we were within six miles of thesituation in which' Arrowsmith has placed Ttogge-wein's high Island of Recreation ; but nothing wasin sight from the mast-head. In all probability thisisland, which answers so well in its description, ex-cepting as to its size, is the Maitea of Mr. Turnbull,situated nearly in the same latitude. From thistime we endeavoured to get to the eastward, andto cross the equator in about 150° W. longitude, sothat when we met the N. E. tradewind, we mightbe well to windward. There is, otherwise, somedifficulty in rounding Owyhee, which should bedone about forty miles to the eastward to ensurethe breeze. The passage between the Society and Sandwichgroupes differs from a navigation between the

sameparallels in the Atlantic, in the former being ex-empt from long calms which sometimes prevail



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             315 about the equator, and in the S. E. trade being chap.more easterly. The westerly current is much >—-y^>the same in both ; and if not attended to in the ^g?;Pacific, will carry a ship so far to leeward, thatby the time she reaches the parallel of the Sand-wich Islands, she will be a long way to the west-ward, and have much difficulty in beating up tothem. Soon after leaving Otaheite, the officers and ship'scompany generally were afflicted with dysentery,which, at one time, assumed an alarming appear-ance. On the 3d of May, we had the misfortune May.to lose Mr. Crawley, one of the midshipmen, ayoung

gentleman of very good abilities, and muchregretted by all who knew him ; and on the 6th,William Must, my steward, sunk under the samecomplaint: on the 7th, great apprehensions wereentertained for Mr. Lay, the naturalist; but fortu-nately his complaint took a favourable turn, and heultimately recovered. The disease, however, con-tinued among us some time, threatening occasionallydifferent portions of the ship's company. As we approached the Sandwich Islands, ourview was anxiously directed to the quarter in whichOwyhee* was situated, in the hope of obtaining asight of the celebrated Mouna Roa; but the weatherwas so unfavourable for this purpose, that the landat the foot of the hills was the only part of the coastwhich presented itself to our view. On the 18th,we passed about thirty miles to windward of theeastern points of the island ; and in the afternoon ofthe

following day, as it was too late to fetch the * More recently written Hawaii.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 316 VOYAGE TO THE anchorage off Woahoo, we rounded to under thelee of Morotoi, the next island. The followingmorning we came to an anchor in nineteen fathomsoutside the reefs of Honoruro, the principal port ofthe Sandwich Islands, and the residence of theking. This anchorage is very much exposed, andduring the N. W. monsoon, unsafe; but as there isgreat difficulty attending a large ship going in andout of the harbour, it is the general stopping placeof such vessels as make but a short stay at theisland. Our passage from Otaheite to this place had beenso rapid, that the contrast between the two coun-tries was particularly striking. At

Woahoo, theeye searches in vain for the green and shady forestsskirting the shore, which enliven the scene at Ota-heite. The whole country has a parched and com-paratively barren-aspect; and it is not until theheights are gained, and the extensive ranges of taroplantations are seen filling every valley, that strangerslearn why this island was distinguished by the nameof the garden of the Sandwich Islands. The difference between the appearance of the na-tives of Woahoo and Otaheite is not less conspicuousthan that of the scenery. Constant exposure to thesun has given them a dark complexion and a coarse-ness of feature which do not exist in the SocietyIslands, and their countenances moreover have awildness of expression which at first misleads theeye; but this very soon wears off, and I am not surewhether this manliness of character does not createa respect

which the effeminacy of the Otaheitansnever inspires. As we rowed up the harbour, the forts, the can-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              317 non, and the ensign of the Tamahamaha, displayedupon the ramparts of a fort mounting forty guns,and at the gaff of a man-of-war brig, and of someother vessels, rendered the distinction between thetwo countries still more evident; and on landing,the marked attention to etiquette and the respectshown by the subjects to their chiefs offered a simi-lar contrast. In every way this country seemed farto surpass the other in civilization—but there werestrong indications of a close connexion between thenatives of both. It was not long since Lord Byron in the Blondehad quitted these islands; the appearance

of a man-of-war was, therefore, no novelty ; but the beachwas thronged to excess with people of all distinctions,who behaved in a very orderly manner, helped usout of the boats, and made a passage as we advanced.In our way nothing more strikingly marked thesuperiority of this country over that we had recentlyquitted than the number of wooden houses, theregularity of the town laid out in squares, intersect-ed by streets properly fenced in, and the many no-tices which appeared right and left, on pieces ofboard on which we read " an Ordinary at one o'clock,Billiards, the Britannia, the Jolly Tar, the Good Wo-man," &c. After a short walk we came to a neatlybuilt wooden house with glass windows, the resi-dence of Krimakoo, or, as he was commonly called,Pitt, whom I found extended upon the floor of hisapartment, suffering under a dropsical complaint,under which

he ultimately sunk. This disease hadso increased upon him of late that he had under-gone five operations for it since the departure ofthe Blonde. Though unable to rise from his bed,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 318                              VOYAGE TO THE his mind was active and unimpaired; and when theconversation turned upon the affairs of the island hewas quite energetic, regretting that his confinementprevented his looking more into them, and his great-est annoyance seemed to be his inability to see everything executed himself. He expressed his attach-ment strongly to the British government, and hisgratitude for the respect that had been shown thedescendant of his illustrious patron, and his queen,by sending their bodies to the Sandwich Islands inso handsome a manner, and also for the footing uponwhich the affairs of the state had been placed

byLord Byron in command of the Blonde. He wasanxious to requite these favours, and pressed his de-sire to be allowed to supply all the demands of theship himself, in requital for the liberality with whichhis countrymen were treated in England. I couldnot accede to this'effusion of the chief's gratitude,as the expense attending it would have been consi-derably felt by him, and more particularly as LordByron had previously declined the same offer. The young king, who had been taking an airing,arrived at this moment, and repeated the sentimentsof his protector ; making at the same time many in-quiries for his friends in the Blonde. Boki was ab-sent at Owyhee attending his sister, who was dan-gerously ill. Madam Boki, Kuanoa, Manuia, andthe other chiefs who were of the party in England,were all anxious to show us civility; and spoke ofEngland in such high terms,

that they will appa-rently never forget the kind treatment they expe-rienced there; but they had a great dread of thediseases of our country, and many of them consider-ed it very unhealthy. My impression was, that



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              319 those who had already been there had had theircuriosity satisfied to feel in no way disposed to riskanother visit. The want of their favourite dish Poewas, besides, so serious an inconvenience that whenallusion was made to England, this privation wasalways mentioned. Our reception was friendly in the extreme; allour wants, as far as possible, were supplied, but un-fortunately there was this year a scarcity of almostevery kind of production ; the protracted rainy sea-son and other circumstances having conspired to de-stroy or lessen the crops, and the whole populationwas in consequence suffering

from its effects. Therewas also a scarcity of dried provision, our visit havingpreceded the usual time of the arrival of the whalers,who discharge all they can spare at this place pre-vious to their return home. Our expectation ofreplenishing the ship's provisions was consequentlydisappointed, and it therefore became necessary to re-duce the daily allowance of the ship's company, andto pursue the same economical system here, withregard to taro and yams, as was done at Otaheitewith the bread-fruit. The few days I had to remain here were devotedto astronomical and other observations, and I hadbut little opportunity of judging of the state of theisland; but from a letter which I received fromBoki, it was evident that he did not approve of thesystem of religious restraint that had been forcedinto operation, which was alike obnoxious to theforeigners residing upon the

island and to the natives. At the time of our departure the health of Mr.Lay was by no means restored, and as it appeared tome that his time during the absence of the ship could



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 320 VOYAGE TO THE x ' be more profitably employed among the islands of?""~y^~' the Sandwich eroupe than on the frozen shores of May 1826! the north, he was left behind, under the protectionof Pitt, whose kindness on the occasion nothingcould exceed. Mr. Collie took upon himself thecharge of naturalist, and acquitted himself in ahighly creditable manner. On the 31st of May we took our leave of Woahoo,and proceeded to Oneehow, the westernmost islandof the Sandwich groupe, famous for its yams, fruit,and mats. This island is the property of the king,and it is necessary, previous to proceeding thither, tomake a bargain with the

authorities at Woahoo forwhat may be required, who in that case send anagent to see the agreement strictly fulfilled. On the June. ist of June we hauled into a small sandy bay on thewestern side of the island, the same in which Van-couver anchored when he was there on a visit of asimilar nature to our own; and I am sorry to saythat like him we were disappointed in the expectedsupplies ; not from their scarcity, but in consequenceof the indolence of the natives. Oneehow is comparatively low, and, with the ex-ception of the fruit trees, which are carefully culti-vated, it is destitute of wood. The soil is too dry toproduce taro, but on that account it is well adaptedto the growth of yams, &c. which are very excellentand of an enormous size. There is but one place inthis bay where the boat of a man of war can effect alanding with safety when the sea sets into the

bay,which is a very common occurrence ; this is on itsnorthern shore, behind a small reef of rocks that liesa little way off the beach, and even here it is neces-sary to guard against sunken rocks; off the western



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              321 point these breakers extend a mile and a half. Thesoundings in the bay are regular, upon a sandybottom, and there is good anchorage, if required,with the wind from the eastward ; but it would notbe advisable to bring up under any other circum-stances. The natives are a darker race of peoplethan those of Woahoo, and reminded us strongly ofthe inhabitants of Bow Island. With the exceptionof the house of the Earee, all the huts were small,low, and hot; the one which we occupied was soclose that we were obliged to make a hole in its sideto admit the sea breeze. We took on board as many

yams as the nativescould collect before sun-set, and then shaped ourcourse for Kamschatka. In doing this I deviatedfrom the tracks of both Cook and Clerke, which Ithink was the occasion of our passage being shorterthan either of theirs. Instead of running to thewestward in a low latitude, we passed to the east-ward of Bird Island, and gained the latitude of 27° N.In this parallel we found the trade much fresher,though more variable, and more subject to interrup-tion, than within the tropic; we had also the advan-tage of a more temperate climate, of which we stoodin need, as the sickness among the ship's companywas so far from being removed, that on the 13th wehad the misfortune to lose one of the marines. Onthis day we spoke the Tuscan, an English whale-ship, and found that on quitting the SandwichIslands her crew had suffered in the same way as

ourown, but had since quite recovered. In all proba-bility the sudden change of diet from the usualseafare to so much vegetable food, added to the heatand humidity of the atmosphere at the season in voi,. i.                            y



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 322 VOYAGE TO THE which our visits were made to those islands, was thecause of the sickness of both vessels. The masterof the Tuscan informed me that the preceding yearhis ship's company had been so severely afflictedwith disease that he found it necessary to put intoLoo Choo, where he was well received, and his peo-ple were treated with the greatest kindness. Hewas supplied with fresh meat and vegetables daily,without being allowed to make any other paymentthan that of a chart of the world, which was the onlything the natives would accept. It was, however,not without the usual observance of narrow-mindedChinese policy, that

himself and his invalid crewwere allowed to set their feet on shore, and even thenthey were always attended by a party of the natives,and had a piece of ground bordering on the beachfenced off for them. The salute which the Alcesteand Lyra had fired on the 25th of October was wellremembered by these people, and they had an ideathat it was an annual ceremony performed in com-memoration of something connected with the kingof England. On the return of this day, during theTuscan's visit, they concluded that the ship wouldobserve the same ceremony, and looked forward withsuch anxiety and delight to the event, that the mas-ter of the whaler was obliged to rub up his four pa-tereros, and go through the salute without any inter-mission, as the Loochooans counted the guns as theywere fired. A few hours after we parted with the Tuscan, wefell in with two other

whale ships, neither of whichcould spare us any provisions. These ships were nodoubt fishing down a parallel of latitude, which is acommon custom, unless they find a continued scar-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                323 city of whales. The 30th degree, I believe, is rathera favourite one with them. Ten days after our departure from Oneehow welost the trade wind in latitude 30" N. and longitude195° W.; it had been variable before this, but hadnot fairly deserted us: its failure was of little con-sequence, as in three days afterwards we were farenough to the westward to ensure the remainder ofthe passage; and indeed from the winds whichensued, a course might as well have been shaped forKamschatka on the day we lost the wind. On the 3d of June, the day after leaving Oneehow,in latitude 25° N. and longitude

163° 15' W., we sawlarge flocks of tern and noddies, and a few gannetsand tropic birds, also boneta, and shoals of flying-fish ; and on the 5th, in latitude 28° 10' N. and lon-gitude 172° 20' W., we had similar indications of theproximity of land. Though such appearances areby no means infallible, yet as so many coral islandshave recently been discovered to the W. N. W. ofthe Sandwich Islands, ships in passing these placesshould not be regardless of them. On this day weobserved an albatross (diomedia exulans), the firstwe had seen since quitting the coast of Chili. It isremarkable that Captain King in his passage toKamschatka first met these birds within thirty milesof the same spot. We noticed about this time achange in the colour of the wings of the flying-fish,and on one of the species being caught it was foundto differ from the common exoccetus volitans.

Wecontinued to see these fish occasionally as far as 30°N., about which time the tern also quitted us. In33° N. we first met the birds of the northern re-gions, the procellaria puffinus, but it was not until Y 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 324 VOYAGE TO THE we were within a hundred miles of the coast ofKamschatka that we saw the lumme, dovekie, rotge,and other alca, and the shag. The tropic birds ac-companied us as far as 36° N. On the 18th and 19th, in latitude 35° N., longi-tude 194° 30' W., we made some experiments onthe temperature of the sea at intermediate depths,as low as 760 fathoms, where it was found to betwenty-eight degrees colder than at the surface; twodays afterwards another series was obtained, bywhich it appeared that the temperature at 180 fa-thoms was as cold as that at 500 fathoms on the for-mer occasion, and it was twenty degrees colder at380

fathoms on this, than it was at 760 fathoms onthe other. Between these experiments we entereda thick fog, which continued until we were close offthe Kamschatka coast; and we also experienced achange of current, both of which no doubt contri-buted towards the change of temperature of the sea,which was much greater than could have been pro-duced by the alteration in the situation of the ship :the fog by obstructing the radiation of heat, and thecurrent by bringing a colder medium from higher la-titudes. About this period we began to see driftwood, some of which passed us almost daily. Thesea was occasionally strewed with moluscous animals,principally beroes and nereis, among which on the19th were a great many small crabs of a curious spe-cies. Whether it was that these animals preferredthe foggy weather, or that we more narrowly scruti-nized the small space

of water around us to whichour view was limited, I cannot say, but it appearedto us that they were much more numerous while thefog lasted than before or afterwards.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              325 In the afternoon of the 23d, in latitude 44° N.,the wind, which had been at S. W., drew round tothe west, and brought a cold atmosphere in whichthe thermometer fell fourteen degrees; it is remark-able that sixteen hours before this change occurred,the temperature of the sea fell six degrees, whilethat of the atmosphere was affected only four hoursprevious. In my remarks on our passage roundCape Horn, I have mentioned the frequency withwhich the temperature of the surface of the sea wasaffected before that of the atmosphere when materialchanges of wind were about to occur. On the 26th, in latitude

49° N., after having tra-versed nearly seven hundred miles in so thick a fogthat we could scarcely see fifty yards from us, anorth-east wind cleared the horizon for a few hours:this change again produced a sensible diminution ofthe temperature, which was thirty-one degrees lowerthan it had been thirteen days previous. The nextday we had the satisfaction of seeing the high moun-tains of Kamschatka, which at a distance are the bestguides to the port of Awatska. The eastern moun-tain, situated twenty-five miles from Petropaulski, is7'375 feet high by my trigonometrical measurement;another, which is the highest, situated N. 5° E. fromthe same place, and a little to the northward of ashort range upon which there is a volcano in con-stant action, is 11-500 feet high. At eight o'clockwe distinguished Cape Gavarea, the southern pointof a deep bay in which the harbour of

Petropaul-ski is situated, and the same evening we were be-calmed within six miles of our port. Nothing couldsurpass the serenity of the evening or the magni-ficence of the mountains capped with perennial



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 326                             VOYAGE TO THE snows, rising in majestic array above each other.The volcano emitted smoke at intervals, and from asprinkling of black dots on the snow to leeward ofthe crater we concluded there had been a recenteruption. At two o'clock the following afternoon we anchor-ed off the town of Petropaulski, and found lying inthe inner harbour his imperial majesty's ship Mo-deste, commanded by Baron Wrangel, an enter-prising officer, well known to the world as the com-mander of a hazardous expedition on sledges over theice to the northward of Schelatskoi Noss. I found despatches awaiting my arrival, commu-nicating the return

of the expedition under CaptainParry, and desiring me to cancel that part of my in-structions which related to him. The officers onlanding, at the little town of Petropaulski, met witha very polite reception from the governor, Stanitski,a captain in the Russian navy, who, during our shortstay in port, laid us under many obligations forarticles of the most acceptable kind to seamen aftera long voyage. I regretted extremely that confine-ment to my cabin at this time prevented my havingthe pleasure of making either his acquaintance orthat of the pastor of Paratounka, of whose ancestorsuch honourable mention has been made in the voy-ages of Captain Cook, a pleasure which was reservedfor the following year. The worthy pastor, in strictcompliance with the injunctions of his grandfather,that he should send a calf to the captain of everyEnglish man of war that might arrive in the

port,presented me with one of his own rearing, and sentdaily supplies of milk, butter, and curds. Had ourstay in this excellent harbour permitted, we should



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEER1NGS STRAIT.              327 have received a supply of oxen, which would havebeen most acceptable to the ship's company; butthe animals had to be driven from Bolcheresk, and,pressed as we were for time, too great a delay wouldhave been incurred in waiting for them. The co-lony at this time was as much distressed for pro-visions as ourselves, and was even worse off, in con-sequence of the inferior quality of the articles. On the 1st of July we weighed and attempted toput to sea, but after experiencing the difficultiesof which several navigators have complained, wereobliged to anchor again, and that at too great a dis-tance from

the town to have any communication. On the 2nd, as well as on the 3rd, we also weighed,but were obliged to anchor as before; and it wasnot until the 5th, after weighing and anchoringtwice that morning, to prevent going ashore, thatthe ship reached the outside of the harbour; thisdifficulty arises from counter currents which preventthe steerage of the ship. After clearing the harbourthere was a strong wind against us, but it soon diedentirely away, and left us exposed to a heavy swell,which rolled with great violence upon the shore ; somuch so, that for some time the boats were insuffi-cient to prevent the ship nearing the land, and therewas no anchorage, in consequence of the great depthof water: fortunately towards night a light air fa-voured our departure, and we succeeded in gettingan offing. My object was now to make the best of my wayto Kotzebue Sound, as there

were but fourteen daysleft before the arrival of the appointed time of ren-dezvous there, and every effort was directed towardsthat end. As we sailed across the wide bay in which



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 328 VOYAGE TO THE Petropaiilski is situated, we connected the capes atits extremities with the port and intermediate ob-jects, by which it appears that Cape Gavarea hashitherto been erroneously placed with regard toChepoonski Noss; but I shall not here interrupt thenarrative by the insertion of the particulars of theoperations. At day-light the following morning ChepoonskiNoss was seen N. 19° W., and in the afternoon ofthe next day high land was discerned from the mast-head in the direction of Krotnoi Mountain. Thiswas the last view we had of Kamschatka, as a thickfog came on, and attended us to Beering's Island. At day-light on the 10th a

high rock was seenabout nine miles off, and shortly afterwards Beering'sIsland appeared through the fog. When we hadreached close in with the land the mist partially dis-persed, and exposed to our view a moderately highisland armed with rocky points. The snow rested inridges upon the hills, but the lower parts of theisland were quite bare, and presented a green mossyappearance, without a single shrub to relieve itsmonotony. Its dreary aspect, associated with therecollection of the catastrophe that befel Beeringand his shipmates, who were cast upon its shores onthe approach of winter with their own resourcesexhausted, produced an involuntary shudder. Thebay in which this catastrophe occurred is on thenorth side of the island, on a part of the coast whichfortunately afforded fresh water, and abounded instone foxes, sea otters, and moor-hens; and wherethere was

a quantity of drift wood washed upon theshore, which served for the construction of huts ;but notwithstanding these resources, the commander



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AfrD BEERING'S STRAIT.               329 Vitus Beering, and twenty-nine of the crew, foundtheir graves on this desolate spot. The island is nowvisited occasionally by the Russians for the skins ofthe sea otter and black fox. The highest part ofthe island which we saw was towards its N. W. ex-tremity, from whence the shore slopes gradually tothe coast, and is terminated by cliffs. At the footof these there are low rocky flats, which can only beseen when quite close to them, and outside again arebreakers. Off the western point these reefs extendabout two miles from the shore, and off the northern,about a mile and a quarter, so that on the whole

itis a dangerous coast to approach in thick weather.The rock first seen was situated five miles and a halfoff shore, and was so crowded with seals baskingupon it, that it was immediately named Seal Rock.* To the northward of this there were several smallbays in the coast, which promised tolerably goodanchorage, particularly one towards the easternpart of the indentation in the coast line, off whichthere was a small low island or projecting pointof land. This, in all probability, is the harbouralluded to by Krenitzen, as there were near it" two small hillocks like boats with their keelsupwards." We did not see the south-eastern part of thisisland, as it was obscured by fog, but sailed alongthe southern and western shores as near as circum-stances permitted until seven in the evening, whenwe got out of the region of clear weather, which * Kotzebue observes in his narrative that

" this rock has notbeen laid down in any chart:" I presume he alludes to those whichare modern, as on a reference to the map of Captain Krenitzen'sdiscoveries in 17G8, it will be found occupying its proper place.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 330 VOYAGE TO THE chap, usually obtains in the vicinity or to leeward of land—-y—' in these seas, and entered a thick fog. With the1826'. summer characteristics of this latitude—fine wea-ther and a thick fog—we advanced to the north-ward, attended by a great many birds, nearly all ofthe same kind as those which inhabit the GreenlandSea, sheerwaters, lummes, puffins, parasitic gulls,stormy petrel, dusky albatross, a larus resemblingthe kittiwake, a small dove-coloured tern, and shags.In latitude 60° 47' N. we noticed a change in thecolour of the water, and on sounding found fifty-four fathoms, soft blue clay. From that time untilwe took our final

departure from this sea the bottomwas always within reach of our common lines. Thewater shoaled so gradually that at midnight on the16th, after having run a hundred and fifty miles, wehad thirty-one fathoms. Here the ground changedfrom mud to sand, and apprized us of our approachto the Island of St. Lawrence, which on the follow-ing morning was so close to us that we could hearthe surf upon the rocks. The fog was at the sametime so thick that we could not see the shore; andit was not until some time afterwards, when we hadneared the land by means of a long ground swell,for it was quite calm, that we discerned the tops ofthe hills. It is a fortunate circumstance that the dangers inthese seas are not numerous, otherwise the preva-lence of fogs in the summer time would render thenavigation extremely hazardous. About noon wewere enabled to see some little

distance around us ;and, as we expected, the ship was close off thewestern extremity of St. Lawrence Island. In thissituation the nearest hills, which were about five



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              331 hundred feet above the sea, were observed to besurmounted by large fragments of rock having theappearance of ruins. These hills terminate to thesouthward and south-westward in bold rocky cliffs,off which are situated three small islands ; the hillshave a gradual slope to the coast line to the north-ward and westward; but at the north-western ex-tremity of the island they end in a remarkablewedge-shaped promontory — particulars which maybe found useful to navigators in foggy weather.The upper parts of the island were buried in snow;but the lower, as at Beering's Island, were bare andovergrown with

moss or grass. We stood close intoa small bay at the S. W. angle of the island, wherewe perceived several tents, and where, from themany stakes driven into the ground, we concludedthere was a fishing-station. The natives soon after-wards launched four baidars,* of which each con-tained eight persons, males and females. They pad-dled towards the ship with great quickness, untilthey were within speaking distance, when an oldman who steered the foremost boat stood erect andheld up in succession nets, walrus teeth, skin shirts,harpoons, bows and arrows, and small birds; he thenextended his arms, rubbed and patted his breast,fand came fearlessly alongside. We instantly de-tected in these people the features of the Esqui-maux, whom in appearance and manners also, andindeed in every particular, they so much resembled,that there cannot, I think, be the least

doubt of * This boat, called by the natives oomiac, is the same in everyrespect as the oomiac, or woman boat of the Esquimaux. It ishere used by the men instead of by the women. t This is the usual Esquimaux indication of friendship.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 332 VOYAGE TO THE their having the same origin. They were if anything less dirty, and somewhat fairer, and their im-plements were better made. Their dress, thoughEsquimaux, differed a little from it in the skinshirts being ornamented with tassels, after the man-ner of the Oonalashka people, and in the boots fit-ting the leg, instead of being adapted to the recep-tion of either oil or infants. The old men had a few gray hairs on their chins,but the young ones, though grown up, were beard-less. Many had their heads shaved round the crown,after the fashion of the Tschutschi, the Otaheitans,or the Roman Catholic priesthood in Europe, andall had

their hair cut short. Their manner of salu-tation was by rubbing their noses against ours, anddrawing the palms of their hands over our faces;but we were not favoured as Kotzebue was, by theirbeing previously spit upon. In the stern of one ofthe baidars there was a very entertaining old lady,who amused us by the manner in which she triedto impose upon our credulity. She was seatedupon a bag of peltry, from which she now and thencautiously drew out a skin, and exhibited the bestpart of it, with a look implying that it was of greatvalue; she repeatedly hugged it, and endeavouredto coax her new acquaintances into a good bargain,but her furs were scarcely worth purchasing. Shewas tattooed in curved lines along the sides of thecheek, the outer one extending from the lower jaw,over the temple and eyebrow. Our visiters on board were not less accomplishedadepts

at bartering than the old woman, and soldalmost every thing they had. With the men," tawac," as they called our tobacco, was their great



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              333 object; and with the women, needles and scissors;but with both, blue beads were articles highly-esteemed. We observed, that they put some ofthese to the test, by biting them to ascertain whe-ther they were glass; having, perhaps, been servedwith wax ones by some of their former visiters. Their implements were so similar to those of theEsquimaux as to need no description ; except thattheir bows partook of the Tschutschi form. Theyhad a great many small birds of the alca crestatella,strung upon thongs of hide, which were highly ac-ceptable to us, as they were very palatable in a pie.These

birds are, I believe, peculiar to St. LawrenceIsland, and in proceeding up the strait their pre-sence is a tolerably certain indication of the vicinityof the island. They are very numerous, and mustbe easily taken by the natives, as they sold sevendozen for a single necklace of blue glass beads. About seven o'clock in the evening, the nativesquitted us rather abruptly, and hastened toward theshore, in consequence of an approaching fog whichtheir experience enabled them to foresee sooner thanus, who, having a compass to rely upon, were lessanxious about the matter. We soon lost sight ofevery distant object, and directed our course alongthe land, trying the depth of water occasionally.The bottom was tolerably even; but we decreasedthe soundings to nine fathoms, about four miles offthe western point, and changed the ground fromfine sand, to stones and shingle.

When we hadpassed the wedge-shaped cliff at the north-westernpoint of the island, the soundings again deepened,and changed to sand as at first. At night the fog cleared away for a short time,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 334 VOYAGE TO THE and we saw the Asiatic coast about TschukutskoiNoss; but it soon returned, and with it a light airin the contrary direction to our course. The nextday, as we could make no progress, the trawl was putoverboard, in the hope of providing a fresh meal forthe ship's company; but after remaining down aconsiderable time, it came up with only a sculpen(cottiis scorpius), a few specimens of molusca?, andCrustacea?, consisting principally of maias. In theevening, Lieutenant Peard was more successful inprocuring specimens with the dredge, which sup-plied us with a great variety of invertebral animals,consisting of asterias,

holothurias, echini, amphi-trites, ascidias, actinias, euryales, murex, chiton cri-nitus, nereides, maias, gammarus, and pagurus, thelatter inhabiting chiefly old shells of the murex ge-nus. This was in seventeen fathoms over a muddybottom, several leagues from the island. About noon the fog dispersed, and we saw nearlythe whole extent of the St. Lawrence Island, from theN. W. cape we had rounded the preceding night tothe point near which Cook reached close in with,after his departure from Norton Sound. The mid-dle of this island was so low, that to us it appearedto be divided, and I concluded, as both Cook andClerke had done before, that it was so; circumstancesdid not, however, admit of my making this examin-ation, and the connexion of the two islands was leftfor the discovery of Captain SchismarefF of the Rus-sian navy. The hills situated upon the eastern

partof the island, to which Cook gave the name of hiscompanion Captain Clerke, are the highest part ofSt. Lawrence Island, and were at this time deeplyburied in snow.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             335 The current off here, on one trial, ran N. E. five-eighths of a mile per hour, and on another, N. 60° E.seven-eighths of a mile per hour: as observations onthis interesting subject were repeatedly made, theywill be classed in a table in the Appendix. Favoured with a fair wind, on the 19th we sawKing's Island; which, though small, is high andrugged, and has low land at its base, with apparent-ly breakers off its south extreme. We had now advanced sufficiently far to thenorthward to carry on our operations at midnight;an advantage in the navigation of an unfrequentedsea which often precludes the

necessity of lying to. We approached the strait which separates the twogreat continents of Asia and America, on one ofthose beautiful still nights, well known to all whohave visited the arctic regions, when the sky iswithout a cloud, and when the midnight sun, scarce-ly his own diameter below the horizon, tinges witha bright hue all the northern circle. Our ship, pro-pelled by an increasing breeze, glided rapidly alonga smooth sea, startling from her path flocks oflummes and dovekies, and other aquatic birds,whose flight could, from the stillness of the scene,be traced by the ear to a considerable distance.Our rate of sailing, however, by no means keptpace with our anxiety that the fog, which usuallysucceeds a fine day in high latitudes, should holdoff until we had decided a geographical question ofsome importance, as connected with the memoryof the immortal Cook.

That excellent navigator,in his discoveries of these seas, placed three is-lands in the middle of the strait (the DiomedeIslands). Kotzebue, however, in passing them,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 336 VOYAGE TO THE fancied he saw a fourth, and conjectured that itmust have been either overlooked by Cook andClerke, or that it had been since raised by an earth-quake.* As we proceeded, the land on the south side ofSt. Lawrence Bay made its appearance first, andnext the lofty mountains at the back of CapePrince of Wales, then hill after hill rose alternatelyon either bow, curiously refracted, and assuming allthe varied forms which that phenomenon of theatmosphere is known to occasion. At last, at thedistance of fifty miles, the Diomede Islands, andthe eastern Cape of Asia, rose above the horizon ofour mast-head. But, as if to teach us the

necessityof patience in the sea we were about to navigate, be-fore we had determined the question, a thick fogenveloped every thing in obscurity. We conti-nued to run on, assisted by a strong northerly cur-rent, until seven o'clock the next morning, whenthe western Diomede was seen through the fog closeto us. In our passage from St. Lawrence Island to thissituation, the depth of the sea increased a little, untilto the northward of King's Island, after which it be-gan to decrease; but in the vicinity of the DiomedeIslands, where the strait became narrowed, it againdeepened, and continued between twenty-five andtwenty-seven fathoms. The bottom, until close tothe Diomedes, was composed of fine sand, but nearthem it changed to coarse stones and gravel, as at St.Lawrence Island; transitions which, by being attend-ed to, maybe of service to navigators in foggy weather. *

Some doubt, it appears, was created in the minds of the Rus-sians themselves as to this supposed discovery, as we understoodat Petropaulski, that a large wager was depending upon it.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              337 During the day we saw a great number of whales,seals, and birds; but none, I believe, that are notmentioned in Pennant's Arctic Zoology. We noticed upon the island abreast of us, whichwe conjectured to be the westernmost Diomede, se-veral tents and yourts, and, also, two or three bai-dars, hauled upon the beach. On the declivity of thehill were several frames, apparently for drying fishand skins, and depositing canoes and sledges upon.It was nearly calm when we were off this place, butthe current, which still ran to the northward, car-ried us fast along the land. I steered for the situa-tion of the

supposed additional island, until by ourreckoning we ought to have been upon it, and thenhauled over towards the American shore. In theevening the fog cleared away, and our curiosity wasat last satisfied. The extremities of the two greatcontinents were distinctly seen, and the islands inthe strait clearly ascertained to be only three innumber, and occupying nearly the same situationsin which they were placed in the chart of CaptainCook. The south-eastern of the three islands is a highsquare rock; the next, or middle one, is an islandwith perpendicular cliffs, and a flat surface; and thethird, or north-western, which is the largest, is threemiles long, high to the southward, and terminates,in the opposite direction, in low cliffs with smallrocky points off them. East Cape in almost everydirection is so like an island, that I have no doubtit was the occasion of the mistake which the

Rus-sian navigator has committed. For the sake of convenience, I named each ofthese islands. The eastern one I called Fairway VOL. I.                                  z



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 338                         VOYAGE TO THE Rock, as it is an excellent guide to the eastern chan-nel, which is the widest and best; the centre one Inamed after the Russian Admiral Krusenstern; andto the north-western island I transferred the nameof Ratmanoff, which had been bestowed upon thesupposed discovery of Kotzebue. We remarkedthat the Asiatic shore was more buried in snowthan the American. The mountains in the onewere entirely covered; in the other, they werestreaked and partly exposed. The low land of bothon the coast was nearly bare. Near the Asiatic shore we had a sandy bottom,but on crossing over the strait, it changed to mud,until

well over on the American side, where wepassed a tongue of sand and stones in twelvefathoms, which in all probability was the extremityof a shoal, on which the ship was nearly lost thesucceeding year. After crossing it the water deep-ened, and the bottom again changed to mud, andwe had ten and a half fathoms within two and ahalf miles of the coast. We closed with the American shore, a few milesto the northward of Cape Prince of Wales, andfound the coast low, with a ridge of sand extendingalong it, on which we noticed several Esquimauxhabitations. Steering along this shore to the north-ward, in ten and eight fathoms water, a little beforenoon we were within four and a half miles ofSchismareff Inlet. Here we were becalmed, andhad leisure to observe the broad sheet of water thatextends inland in an E. S. E. direction beyond thereach of the eye.* The width of the inlet

between * Mountains were seen at the back of it, but the coast was notvisible—probably it is low.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              339 the two capes is ten miles; but SaritchefF Islandlies immediately before the opening, and we are in-formed by Kotzebue, that the channel, which is onthe northern side of it, is extremely intricate andnarrow, and that the space is strewed with shoals.The island is low and sandy, and is apparentlyjoined under water, to the southward, to the stripof sand before mentioned as extending along thecoast: we noticed upon it a considerable village ofyourts, the largest of any that had as yet been seen.The natives appear to prefer having their dwellingsupon this sandy foundation to the main land, pro-bably on account

of the latter being swampy, whichis the case every where in the vicinity of this inletand Kotzebue Sound. Several of them taking ad-vantage of the calm came off in baidars, similar tothose used by the St. Lawrence Islanders, thoughof inferior workmanship. The people, however,differed from them in many respects; their com-plexion was darker, their features were more harshand angular, they were deficient in the tattooing ofthe face ; and what constituted a wider distinctionbetween them was, a custom, which we afterwardsfound general on the American coast, of wearingornaments in their under lips. Our visiters werenoisy and energetic, but good-natured, laughedmuch, and humorously apprized us when we weremaking a good bargain. They willingly sold every thing they had, excepttheir bows and arrows, which they implied were re-quired for the chase on shore ; but they

could notresist " tawac" (tobacco) and iron knives, and ulti-mately parted with them. These instruments dif-fered from those of the islanders to the southward, z 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 340 VOYAGE TO THE in being more slender, but they were made uponthe same principle, with drift pine assisted withthongs of hide, and occasionally with pieces ofwhalebone placed at the back of them neatly boundround with small cord. Their arrows were tippedwith bone, flint, or iron, and they had spears orlances headed with the same materials. Their dresswas the same as that worn by the whole tribe inha-biting the coast. It consisted of a shirt whichreached half way down the thigh, with long sleevesand a hood to it, made generally of the skin of thereindeer, and edged with the fur of the gray orwhite fox, and sometimes with dog's skin. Thehood is

usually edged with a longer fur than theother parts, either of the wolf or dog. They havebesides this a jacket made of eider drakes' skinssewed together, which put on underneath theirother dress is a tolerable protection against a distantarrow, and is worn in times of hostility. In wetweather they throw a shirt over their fur dress madeof the entrails of the whale, which, while in theirpossession, is quite water tight, as it is then, incommon with the rest of their property, tolera-bly well supplied with oil and grease; but afterthey had been purchased by us and became dry,they broke into holes and let the water through.They are on the whole as good as the best oil-skinsin England. Besides the shirt, they have breechesand boots, the former made of deer's hide, the latterof seal's skin, both of which have drawing strings atthe upper part made of sea-horse hide. To the endof that which

goes round the waist they attach atuft of hair, the wing of a bird, or sometimes a fox'stail, which, dangling behind as they walk, gives



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEBINGS STRAIT.             341 them a ridiculous appearance, and may probablyhave occasioned the report of the Tschutschi, re-corded in Muller, that the people of this countryhave " tails like dogs." It was at SchismarefT Inlet that we first saw thelip ornaments which are common to all the inha-bitants of the coast thence as far as Point Barrow.These ornaments consist of pieces of ivory, stone, orglass, formed with a double head, like a sleeve-but-ton, one part of which is thrust through a hole boredin the under lip. Two of these holes are cut ina slanting direction about half an inch below thecorners of the mouth. The incision is made

whenabout the age of puberty, and is at first the size of aquill; as they grow older the natives enlarge the ori-fice, and increase the dimensions of the ornament ac-cordingly, that it may hold its place : in adults, thisorifice is about half an inch in diameter, and will, ifrequired, distend to three quarters of an inch. Someof these ornaments were made of granite, others ofjade-stone, and a few of large blue glass beads letinto a piece of ivory which formed a white ringround them. These are about an inch in diameter,but I afterwards got one of finely polished jade thatwas three inches in length, by an inch and half inwidth. About noon, a breeze springing up, the nativesquitted us for the shore, and we pursued our courseto the northward without waiting to explore furtherthis deep inlet, which has since been a subject ofregret, as the weather afterwards in both years pre-vented it being

done. I could not, however, con-sistently with my instructions, wait to examine itat this moment, as the appointed time of rendezvous



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 342                          VOYAGE TO THE chap, at Chamisso Island was already past.* While be-v—-^ calmed off it, we were carried slowly to the north-1*826' eastward by a current which had been running inthat direction from the time of our quitting St. Law-rence Island. With a fair wind we sailed along thecoast to the northward, which was low and swampy,with small lakes inland. The ridge of sand con-tinued along the coast to Cape Espenburgh, andthere terminated. We entered Kotzebue Sound early in the morningof the 22d of July, and plied against a contrarywind, guided by the soundings; the appearance ofthe land was so distorted by mirage, and in

parts soobscured by low fog, that it was impossible to dis-tinguish where we were. The naturalist who ac-companied Kotzebue in his voyage particularly re-marks this state of the atmosphere in the vicinity ofthe sound, and suggests that it may be occasioned bythe swampy nature of the country; in which opi-nion I fully concur. When it cleared off we weremuch surprised to find ourselves opposite a deep in-let in the northern shore, which had escaped the ob-servation of Captain Kotzebue. I named it HothamInlet, in compliment to the Hon. Sir Henry Ho-tham, K.C.B., one of the lords of the Admiralty.We stood in to explore it, but found the water tooshallow, and were obliged to anchor in four fathomsto prevent being carried away by a strong tide whichwas setting out of the sound, the wind being lightand contrary. As it would be necessary to remain three or fourdays at

Chamisso Island to increase our stock ofwater, previous to proceeding to the northward, the* It has since been surveyed by the Russians.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               343 barge was hoisted out and sent to examine the inlet,with directions to meet the ship at Chamisso Island.She was again placed under the command of Mr.Elson, and equipped in every way necessary for theservice required. We were visited by several baidars, containingfrom ten to thirteen men each, whose object was toobtain articles in exchange. They were in everyrespect similar to the natives of Schismareff Inlet,though rather better looking, and were all, withoutexception, provided with labrets, either made ofivory and blue beads, as before described, of ivoryalone, or of different kinds of stone, as

steatite, por-phyry, or greenstone ; they readily disengaged thesefrom their lips, and sold them, without minding theinconvenience of the saliva that flowed through thebadly cicatriced orifice over the chin; but on thecontrary derided us when we betrayed disgust at thespectacle, by thrusting their tongues through thehole, and winking their eyes. One or two had smallstrings of beads suspended to their ears. The articles they brought off were, as before,skins, fish, fishing implements, and nic-nacs. Theirpeltry consisted of the skins of the seal, of the com-mon and arctic fox, the common and musk-rat, themarten, beaver, three varieties of ermine, one white,one with a light brown back and yellow belly, andthe third with a gray back spotted white and yellow;the American otter, the white hare, the polar bear,the wolf, the deer, and the badger. Their fish weresalmon and herrings :

their implements, lances, eitherof stone or of a walrus tooth fixed to the end of awooden staff; harpoons precisely similar to the Es-quimaux; arrows; drills; and an instrument, the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 344 VOYAGE TO THE use of which was at first not very evident. It waspart of a walrus tooth shaped something like a shoe-horn, with four holes at the small end communi-cating with a trough that extended along the mid-dle of the instrument and widened as it neared thebroad part. From the explanation given of it bythe natives, it was evidently used to procure bloodfrom dying animals, by inserting the end with theholes into the wound, and placing the mouth at theopposite end of the trough to receive the liquid asit flowed. From the satisfaction that was evincedby the describer during the explanation, it is evidentthat the blood of animals is as much esteemed

bythese people as by the eastern Esquimaux.* Onthe outside of this and other instruments there wereetched a variety of figures of men, beasts, and birds,&c, with a truth and character which showed the artto be common among them. The reindeer were ge-nerally in herds: in one picture they were pursuedby a man in a stooping posture in snow-shoes; inanother he had approached nearer to his game, andwas in the act of drawing his bow. A third repre-sented the manner of taking seals with an inflatedskin of the same animal as a decoy; it was placedupon the ice, and not far from it a man was lyingupon his belly with a harpoon ready to strike theanimal when it should make its appearance. Anotherwas dragging a seal home upon a small sledge; andseveral baidars were employed harpooning whaleswhich had been previously shot with arrows; andthus by comparing one

device with another a littlehistory was obtained which gave us a better insight * See Captain Parry's Second Voyage, 4tov p. 510.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               345 into their habits than could be elicited from any CB?Psigns or intimations.                                                              v—~v-« The natives also offered to us for sale various other mi',articles of traffic, such as small wooden bowls andcases, and little ivory figures, some of which werenot more than three inches in length, dressed inclothes which were made with seams and edgingsprecisely similar to those in use among the Esqui-maux. The staves of the harpoons and spears were madeof pine or cypress, in all probability from drift wood,which is very abundant upon the shores; and yetthe circumstance of their

having lumps of the resinin small bags favoured the supposition that they hadaccess to the living trees. They had also iron py-rites, plumbago, and red ochre, with which the frameof the baidar was coloured. The people themselves, in their persons as wellas in their manners and implements, possessed allthe characteristic features of the Esquimaux; largefat round faces, high cheek bones, small hazel eyes,eyebrows slanting like the Chinese, and widemouths. They had the same fashion with theirhair as the natives of Schismareff Inlet, cutting itclose round the crown of the head, and therebyleaving a bushy ring round the lower part of it.Ophthalmia was very general with them, and obligedsome to wear either some kind of shade or specta-cles, made of wood, with a wide slit for each eyeto look through. At Schismareff Inlet diseases ofthis nature were, also, prevalent among

those whovisited us. The salutation of our visiters was, as before, by acontact of noses, and by smoothing our faces with



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 346 VOYAGE TO THE the palms of their hands, but without any disgustingpractice. When they had parted with all they had for sale,they quitted the ship, well pleased with their excur-sion, and having pushed off to a little distance, clap-ped their hands, extended their arms, and strokedtheir bodies repeatedly ; which we afterwards foundto be the usual demonstration of friendship amongall their tribe. They then pointed to the shore, andwith one consent struck the water with their pad-dles, and propelled their baidars with a velocity whichwe were not prepared to witness. These boats aresimilar in construction to the oomiaks of Hudson'sBay; but the model

differs in being sharp at bothends. They consist of a frame made of drift wood,covered with the skins of walruses which are strain-ed over it, and are capable of being tightened at anytime by a lacing on the inside of the gunwale; theframe and benches for the rowers are fastened withthongs, by which the boat is rendered both light andpliable; the skin, when soaked with water, is trans-lucent ; and a stranger placing his foot upon the flatyielding surface at the bottom of the boat fancies ita frail security; but it is very safe and durable, espe-cially when kept well greased. In Hudson's Strait the oomiak is principally usedby the women and children ; here it is the commonconveyance of the men, who, without them, wouldnot be able to collect their store of provisions forthe winter. They are always steered by the elderlymen, who have also the privilege of sitting in thestern of the

boat when unemployed. The starboardpaddles of those which we saw were stained withblack stripes, and the larboard with red, as were alsothe frames of some of the baidars.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              347 We formed a favourable opinion of our visitersfrom the strict integrity which they evinced in alltheir dealings, even when opportunities offered ofevading detection, which I notice the more readily,as we afterwards experienced very different behaviourfrom the same tribe. Light winds kept us at anchor for twenty-fourhours, during which time the current ran almostconstantly to the south-westward, at the rate offrom two fathoms to two miles per hour; and thewater was nearly fresh (1.0089 to 1.0096 sp. gr.):this stratum, however, was confined to a short dis-tance from the surface, as a patent log, which

wassunk for three hours at the depth of three fathoms,showed only a fifth of a mile in that time. Thesefacts left no doubt of our being near the estuary of aconsiderable river, flowing, in all probability, throughthe large opening abreast of us, which the boat hadbeen sent to explore. We weighed in the afternoon of the 23d, but inconsequence of light winds and counter currentsmade very little progress; indeed, a great part ofthe time the ship would not steer, even with amoderate breeze and two boats a-head, and it wasnecessary to keep carrying out the kedge anchorson the bow to maintain the ship's head in the rightdirection. This was occasioned by some large riversemptying themselves into the sound, the fresh waterof which remained at the surface, and flowed in acontrary direction to the tide of the ocean. Hadthis occurred in an intricate channel it might havebeen

dangerous; but in Kotzebue Sound the bottomis quite even, and there is plenty of room to driftabout.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 348 VOYAGE TO THE At four o'clock in the morning of the 25th wereached our appointed rendezvous at ChamissoIsland, ten days later than had been agreed uponby Captain Franklin and myself, but which, itappeared, was quite early enough, as there were notraces of his having arrived. On approaching theisland we discovered, through our telescopes, a smallpile of stones upon its summit ; and as every objectof this kind which was likely to be the work ofhuman hands was interesting, from the possibilitythat it might be the labour of the party we were insearch of, it was not long in undergoing an exami-nation ; there was nothing however to lead to

itshistory, but conjecture attributed it to CaptainKotzebue, who visited that spot in 1816. The ship was anchored nearly as far up in Kot-zebue Sound as a vessel of her class can go, betweenChamisso Island on the south, and Choris peninsulaon the north, with JEscholtz Bay on the east, and anopen space in the west, in which the coast was toodistant to be seen. The land about this part of theSound is generally characterised by rounded hillsfrom about six hundred feet to a thousand abovethe sea, with small lakes and rivers ; its surface isrent into deep furrows, which, until a very lateperiod in the summer, are filled with water, andbeing covered with a thick swampy moss, and insome places with long grass or bushes, it is extremelytedious to traverse it on foot. Early in the sum-mer myriads of moskitos infest this swampy shore,and almost preclude the possibility of

continuingany pursuit; but in August they begin to die off,and soon afterwards entirely disappear. Chamisso Island, the highest part of whicli is 231



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT.              349 feet above the sea, is steep, except to the eastward,where it ends in a low sandy point, upon which arethe remains of some Esquimaux habitations ; it hasthe same swampy covering as the land just described,from which, until late in the summer, several streamsdescend, and are very convenient for procuring water.Detached from Chamisso, there is a steep rock whichby way of distinction we named Puffin Island, com-posed of mouldering granite, which has broken awayin such a manner that the remaining part assumesthe form of a tower. During the period of incuba-tion of the aquatic birds, every

hole and projectingcrag on the sides of this rock is occupied by them.Its shores resound with the chorus of thousands ofthe feathery tribe; and its surface presents a curi-ously mottled carpet of brown, black, and white. In a sandy bay upon the western side of the pen-insula we found a few Esquimaux who had hauledup their baidars, and erected a temporary hut; theywere inferior in every respect to those we had seenbefore, and furnished us with nothing new. In thisbay we caught enough salmon, and other fish, to givea meal to the whole of the ship's company, whichwas highly acceptable; but we had to regret thatsimilar success did not attend our subsequent trials. By my instructions, I was desired to await thearrival of Captain Franklin at this anchorage; butin a memoir drawn up by that officer and myself, towhich my attention was directed by the Admiralty,it was

arranged that the ship should proceed to thenorthward, and survey the coast, keeping the bargein shore to look out for the land party, and to erectposts as signals of her having been there, and also toleave directions where to find the ship.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 '350 VOYAGE TO THE I was also desired to place a small party in occu-pation of Chamisso Island during the absence of theship; but this spot proved to be so different fromwhat we imagined, being accessible in almost everyquarter, instead of having only one landing place,that a small party would have been of no use if thenatives were inclined to be hostile, and the numeri-cal strength of the crew did not admit of a large de-tachment being spared from her. But in order thatCaptain Franklin should not want provision in theevent of his missing the ship along the coast, andarriving at the island in her absence, a tight barrelof flour was buried upon Puffin

Rock, which ap-peared to be the most unfrequented spot in thevicinity, and directions for finding it were depositedin a bottle at Chamisso Island, together with suchother information as he might require, and the placewhere it was deposited was pointed out by writingupon the cliffs with white paint. It was furtherarranged, that a party should proceed over land in anortherly direction, in the hope of falling in withCaptain Franklin, as it was possible the shore of thePolar Sea might lie more to the southward than thegeneral trending of that part of its coast which hadbeen explored led us to expect. But as the shipwas likely to be absent several weeks, and we wereunacquainted with the disposition of the people orwith the country, further than that from its swampynature, it seemed to present almost insurmountabledifficulties to the journey, I deferred the departureof the party, and

afterwards wholly abandoned theproject, as the coast was found to extend so far tothe northward as to render it quite useless. As I wished to avail myself of the latitude afford-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              351 ed by this memoir, to survey and examine as muchof the coast as possible before Captain Franklin ar-rived, no time was lost in preparing the ship for sea,which it required only a little time to effect. On the 28th Mr. Elson returned from the exami-nation of the opening we discovered on the northside of Kotzebue Sound, and reported the water atthe entrance to be so shallow that the barge couldnot enter. The inlet was of considerable width, andextended thirty or forty miles in a broad sheet ofwater, which at some distance up was fresh. Thiswas ascertained by landing in the sound to the east-ward of the

opening, at which place it was foundthat the inlet approached the sea within a mile anda half. The time to which it was necessary to limitMr. Elson prevented his doing more than ascertain-ing that this opening was navigable only by smallboats; and by the water being quite fresh, that itcould not lead to any sea beyond. The Esquimaux in the inlet were more numerousthan we supposed, but were very orderly and wellbehaved. When the barge anchored off a low sandypoint, on which they had erected their summer habi-tations and fishing stakes, she was surrounded byfourteen baidars, containing 150 men ; which, consi-dering the crew of the barge only amounted to eightmen and two officers,was a superiority of strength thatmight well have entitled them to take liberties, hadthey been so disposed, armed as they usually are withbows and arrows, spears, and a large knife

strappedto their thigh : but so far from this being the case,they readily consented to an arrangement, that onlyone baidar at a time should come alongside to dis-pose of her goods, and then make way for another :



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 352 VOYAGE TO THE the proposal was made while the baidars were assem-bled round our boat, and was received with a shoutof general applause. Blue beads, cutlery, tobacco, and buttons, werethe articles in request, and with which almost anything they had might have been purchased: forthese they sold their implements, ornaments, andsome very fine salmon; also a small caiac very simi-lar to those of Greenland and Hudson's Strait. While the duties of the ship were being forward-ed under my first lieutenant, Mr. Peard, I took theopportunity to visit the extraordinary ice-formationin Escholtz Bay, mentioned by Kotzebue as being" covered with a soil

half a foot thick, producingthe most luxuriant grass," and containing an abund-ance of mammoth bones. We sailed up the bay,which was extremely shallow, and landed at a de-serted village on a low sandy point, where Kotzebuebivouacked when he visited the place, and to whichI afterwards gave the name of Elephant Point, fromthe bones of that animal being found near it. The cliffs in which this singular formation wasdiscovered begin near this point, and extend west-ward in a nearly straight line to a rocky cliff of pri-mitive formation at the entrance of the bay, whencethe coast takes an abrupt turn to the southward.The cliffs are from twenty to eighty feet in height;and rise inland to a rounded range of hills betweenfour and five hundred feet above the sea. In someplaces they present a perpendicular front to thenorthward, in others a slightly inclined surface; andare

occasionally intersected by valleys and water-courses generally overgrown with low bushes. Op-posite each of these valleys, there is a projecting flat



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              353 piece of ground, consisting of the materials thathave been washed down the ravine, where the onlygood landing for boats is afforded. The soil of thecliffs is a bluish-coloured mud, for the most partcovered with moss and long grass, full of deep fur-rows, generally filled with water or frozen snow.Mud in a frozen state forms the surface of the cliffin some parts; in others the rock appears, with themud above it, or sometimes with a bank half wayup it, as if the superstratum had gradually sliddown and accumulated against the cliff. By thelarge rents near the edges of the mud cliffs, theyappear to be breaking

away, and contributing dailyto diminish the depth of water in the bay. Such is the general conformation of this line ofcoast. That particular formation, which, when itwas first discovered by Captain Kotzebue, excitedso much curiosity, and bore so near a resemblanceto an iceberg, as to deceive himself and his officers,when they approached the spot to examine it, re-mains to be described. As we rowed along theshore, the shining surface of small portions of thecliffs attracted our attention and directed us whereto search for this curious phenomenon, which weshould otherwise have had difficulty in finding, not-withstanding its locality had been particularly de-scribed ; for so large a portion of the ice cliff hasthawed since it was visited by Captain Kotzebueand his naturalist, that only a few insignificantpatches of the frozen surface now remain. Thelargest of these, situated about a

mile to the west-ward of Elephant Point, was particularly examinedby Mr. Collie, who, on cutting through the ice in ahorizontal direction, found that it formed only a vol. i.                              2 A



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 354                              VOYAGE TO THE casing to the cliff, which was composed of mud andgravel in a frozen state. On removing the earthabove, it was also evident, by a decided line of sepa-ration between the ice and the cliff, that the Rus-sians had been deceived by appearances. By cut-ting into the upper surface of the cliff three feetfrom the edge, frozen earth, similar to that whichformed the face of the cliff, was found at eleveninches' depth ; and four yards further back the samesubstance occurred at twenty-two inches' depth. The glacial facing we afterwards noticed in seve-ral parts of the sound; and it appears to me to beoccasioned either by the

snow being banked upagainst the cliff, or collected in its hollows in thewinter, and converted into ice in the summer bypartial thawings and freezings—or by the constantflow of water during the summer over the edges ofthe cliffs, on which the sun's rays operate less forci-bly than on other parts, in consequence of their as-pect. The streams'thus become converted into ice,either while trickling down the still frozen surfaceof the cliffs, or after they reach the earth at theirbase, in which case the ice rises like a stalagmite,and in time reaches the surface. But before thisis completed, the upper soil, loosened by the thaw,is itself projected over the cliff, and falls in a heapbelow, whence it is ultimately carried away by thetide. We visited this spot a month later in the sea-son, and found a considerable alteration in its ap-pearance, manifesting more clearly than before thedeception under

which Kotzebue laboured. The deserted village upon the low point consistedof a row of huts, rudely formed with drift-wood andturf, about six feet square and four feet in height.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              355 In front of them was a quantity of drift-wood raisedupon rafters; and around them there were severalheaps of bones, and skulls of seals and grampuses,which in all probability had been retained conform-ably with the superstitions of the Greenlanders, whocarefully preserve these parts of the skeleton.* Arank grass grew luxuriantly about these desertedabodes, and also about the edges of several pools offresh water, in which there were some wild fowl.We returned to the ship late at night, and foundher ready for sea. * Crantz Greenland, Vol. I. 2 A 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 356 VOYAGE TO THE CHAPTER XI. Quit Kotzebue Sound, and proceed to survey the Coast to theNorthward—Interviews with the Natives—Cape Thomson —Point Hope—Current—Capes Sabine and Beaufort—Barrier ofIce—Icy Cape—advanced Position of the Ship—Discover CapeFranklin, Wainwright Inlet, Shoals off Icy Cape, &c—Boat senton an Expedition along the Coast—Return of the Ship to Kot-zebue Sound—Interviews with the Esquimaux—Boat rejoinsthe ship—Important Results of her Expedition. On the 30th of July we weighed from ChamissoIsland attended by the barge, and steered out of thesound. The day was very fine; and, as we

sailedalong the northern shore, the sun was reflected fromseveral parts of the cliff, which our telescopes disco-vered to be cased with a frozen surface similar tothat just described in Escholtz Bay. We kept at sixor seven miles distance from the land, and had avery even bottom, until near Hotham Inlet, whenthe soundings quickly decreased, and the ship struckupon a shoal before any alteration of the helm hadmaterially changed her position. The water wasfortunately quite smooth, and she grounded so easilythat, but for the lead-lines, we should not haveknown any thing had occurred. We found uponsounding, that the ship had entered a bight in theshoal, and that there was a small bank between her -"]



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             357 and the deep water, so that it became necessary tocarry out the stream anchor in the direction of herwake, by means of which, and a little rise of thetide, she was soon got off. This shoal, which extends eight miles off the land,is very dangerous, as the soundings give very shortwarning of its proximity, and there are no goodlandmarks for avoiding it. The distance from theshore, could it be judged of under ordinary circum-stances, would on some occasions be a most treacher-ous guide, as the mirage in fine weather plays aboutit, and gives the land a very different appearance atone moment from that which it

assumes at another. As soon as we were clear of the shoal, we con-tinued our course for Cape Krusenstern, near whichplace we the next day buried a letter for CaptainFranklin, and erected a post to direct him to thespot. The cape is a low tongue of land, intersectedby lakes, lying at the foot of a high cluster of hillsnot in any way remarkable. The land slopes downfrom them to several rocky cliffs, which, until thelow point is seen at the foot of them, appear to bethe entrance to the sound, but they are nearly a mileinland from it. The coast here takes an abruptturn to the northward, and the current sets strongagainst the bend; which is probably the reason ofthere being deep water close to the beach, as also theoccasion of a shoal in a north-westerly direction fromthe point, which appears to have been thrown up bythe eddy water. The boat landed about two miles to the north-ward of

this point, upon a shingly beach sufficientlysteep to afford very good landing when the water issmooth; behind it there was a plain about a mile



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 358 VOYAGE TO THE wide, extending from the hills to the sea, composedof elastic bog earth, intersected by small streams, onthe edges of which the buttercup, poppy, blue-bell,pedicularis, vaccinium, saxifrages, and some cruci-form plants* throve very well; in other parts, how-ever, the vegetation was stinted, and consisted onlyof lichens and mosses. There were here some lowmud cliffs frozen so hard that it required consider-able labour to dig fifteen inches to secure the end ofthe post that was erected. Mr. Elson, in command of the barge, was nowfurnished with a copy of the signals drawn up byCaptain Franklin and myself, and directed to

pro-ceed close along the shore to the northward, vigi-lantly looking out for boats, and erecting posts andlandmarks in the most conspicuous places for Cap-tain Franklin's guidance, and to trace the outline ofthe beach. He was also desired to explore the coastnarrowly, and to fill in such parts of it as could notbe executed in the ship, and instructed where torendezvous in case of separation. We then steered along the coast, which took anorth-westerly direction, and at midnight passed arange of hills terminating about four miles from thesea, which must be the Cape Mulgrave of CaptainCook, who navigated this part of the coast at toogreat a distance to see the land in front of the hills,which is extremely low, and after passing the Mul-grave Range, forms an extensive plain intersectedby lakes near the beach ; these lakes are situated soclose together that by

transporting a small boat fromone to the other, a very good inland navigation, if * The botany of this part of the coast is published in the FloraAmericana of Dr. Hooker.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              359 necessary, might be performed. They are suppliedby the draining of the land and the melting snow,and discharge their water through small openings inthe shingly beach, too shallow to be entered by anything larger than a baidar, one of them excepted,through which the current ran too strong for sound-ings to be taken. On the 1st of August we did little more than driftalong the coast with the current—which was re-peatedly tried, and always found setting to thenorth-west—from half a mile to a mile and a halfper hour. The Esquimaux, taking advantage of thecalm, came off to the ship in three baidars, and add-

ed to our stock of curiosities by exchanging theirmanufactures for beads, knives, and tobacco. On the 2d, being favoured with a breeze, we closedwith a high cape, which I named after Mr. DeasThomson, one of the commissioners of the navy.*It is a bold promontory 450 feet in height, andmarked with differently coloured strata, of whichthere is a representation in the geological memoran-dum. As this was a fit place to erect a signal-postfor Captain Franklin, we landed, and were met uponthe beach by some Esquimaux, who eagerly soughtan exchange of goods. Very few of their tribe un-derstood better how to drive a bargain than thesepeople; and it was not until they had sold almostall they could spare, that we had any peace. Wefound them very honest, extremely good natured,and friendly. Their features, dress, and weaponswere the same as before described in

KotzebueSound, with the exception of some broad-headed * A cape close to this has been named Cape Ricord by theRussians.
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 360 VOYAGE TO THE spears, which they had probably obtained from theTschutschi. They had more curiosity than ourformer visiters, and examined very minutely everypart of our dress ; from which circumstance, andtheir being frightened at the discharge of a gun, andno less astonished when a bird fell close to them,we judged they had had a very limited intercoursewith Europeans. The oldest person we saw amongthe party was a cripple about fifty years of age.The others were robust people above the averageheight of Esquimaux : the tallest man was five feetnine inches, and the tallest woman five feet fourinches. All the women were tattooed upon the

chinwith three small lines, which is a general distin-guishing mark of the fair sex along this coast; thisis effected by drawing a blackened piece of threadthrough the skin with a needle, as with the Green-landers. Their hair was done up in large plaits oneach side of the head, as described by Captain Parryat Melville Peninsula. We noticed a practice hereamongst the women, similar to that which is com-mon with the Arabs, which consisted of blackingthe edges of the eyelids with plumbago rubbed upwith a little saliva upon a piece of slate. All themen had labrets, and both sexes had their teethmuch worn down, probably by the constant appli-cation of them to hard substances, of which theirdresses, implements, and canoes are made. They had several rude knives, probably obtainedfrom the Tschutschi, some lumps of iron pyrites,and pieces of amber strung round their neck ; but

Icould not learn where they had procured them. As soon as we finished the necessary observationswith the artificial horizon, to the no small diversion



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              361 and surprise of our inquisitive companions, we paida visit to the next valley, where we found a smallvillage situated close upon a fine stream of freshwater flowing from a large bed of thawing snow.The banks of the brook were fertile, but vegetationwas more diminutive here than in Kotzebue Sound;notwithstanding which, several plants were foundwhich did not exist there. The tents were con-structed of skins loosely stretched over a few sparsof drift-wood, and were neither wind nor watertight. They were, as usual, filthy, but suitable tothe taste of their inhabitants, who no doubt saw no-thing in them that was

revolting. The natives tes-tified much pleasure at our visit, and placed beforeus several dishes, among which were two of theirchoicest—the entrails of a fine seal, and a bowl ofcoagulated blood. But, desirous as we were tooblige them, there was not one of our party thatcould be induced to partake of their hospitality.Seeing our reluctance, they tried us with anotherdish, consisting of the raw flesh of the narwhal nice-ly cut into lumps, with an equal distribution of blackand white fat; but they were not more successfulhere than at first. An old man then braced a skin upon a tambou-rine frame, and striking it with a bone gave the sig-nal for a dance, which was immediately performedto a chorus of Angna aya ! angna aya! the tambourinemarking time by being flourished and twirled aboutagainst a short stick instead of being struck. Themusician, who was also the principal dancer,

jumpedinto the ring, and threw his body into different atti-tudes until quite exhausted, and then resigned hisoffice to another, from whom it passed to a lad who



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 362 VOYAGE TO THE occasioned more merriment by his grimaces and lu-dicrous behaviour than any of his predecessors. Hissong was joined by the young women, who untilthen had been mute and almost motionless, but whonow acquitted themselves with equal spirit withtheir leader, twisting their bodies, twirling theirarms about, and violently rubbing their sides withtheir garments, which, from some ridiculous associa-tions no doubt, occasioned considerable merriment. Against an obscure part of the cliff near the villagewe noticed a broad iron-headed halberd placed erect,with several bows and quivers of arrows ; and nearthem a single arrow, with a tuft of

feathers attachedto it, suspended to the rock. The Esquimaux werereluctant to answer our inquiries concerning thisarrangement, and were much displeased when weapproached the place. From the conduct of thenatives at Schismareff Inlet toward Captain Kotze-bue, it is not impossible that the shooting of thisarrow may be a signal of hostility, as those peopleafter eying him attentively and suspiciously, pad-dled quickly away, and threw two arrows withbunches of feathers fastened to them toward theirhabitations, whence shortly afterwards issued twobaidars, who approached Captain Kotzebue withvery doubtful intentions. Upon an eminence beyond this cliff we foundseveral dogs tethered to stakes ; and all the littlechildren of the village, who had perhaps been sentout of the way, and who, on seeing us, set up ageneral lamentation. After viewing this village we ascended

CapeThomson, and discovered low land jetting out fromthe coast to the W. N. W. as far as the eye



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              363 could reach. As this point had never been placedin our charts, I named it Point Hope, in compli-ment to Sir William Johnstone Hope. Having buried a bottle for Captain Franklinupon the eminence, we took leave of our friends,and made sail towards the ship, which, in conse-quence of a current, was far to leeward, althoughshe had been beating the whole day with every sailset. We continued to press the ship during thenight, in order to maintain our position, that thebarge might join; but the current ran so strong,that the next morning, finding we lost rather thangained ground, I bore away to trace the extentof the

low point discovered from Cape Thom-son. On nearing it, we perceived a forest of stakesdriven into the ground for the purpose of keep-ing the property of the natives off the ground ; andbeneath them several round hillocks, which we af-terwards found to be the Esquimaux yourts, or un-derground winter habitations. The wind fell verylight off this point, and I went in the gig to paya visit to the village, leaving directions to anchorthe ship in case the wind continued light. Afterrowing a considerable time, we found a current run-ning so strong that we did not make any progress,and it was as much as we could do to get back to theship, which had in the mean time been anchored withthe bower, having previously parted from the kedge. The current was now running W. by N. at therate of three miles an hour. About five o'clock thenext morning, however, it slackened to a mile and ahalf,

and the boats were sent to creep for the kedgeanchor, but it could not be found. A thick fog af-terwards came on, which kept us at anchor until



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 36J)                             VOYAGE TO TUE the next day. During this time signal guns werefired every two hours, as well on account of CaptainFranklin as of our own boat. On the 5th we weighed, and set the studding-sails, but the ship would not steer, and came broad-side to the tide, in spite of the helm and three boatsahead; and continued in this position until a freshbreeze sprang up from the northward. It is necessary here to give some further parti-culars of this current, in order that it may not besupposed that the whole body of water between thetwo great continents was setting into the Polar Seaat so considerable a rate. By sinking the patent logfirst five

fathoms, and then three fathoms, and allow-ing it to remain in the first instance six hours, andin the latter twelve hours, it was clearly ascertainedthat there was no current at either of those depths;but at the distance of nine feet from the surface themotion of the water was nearly equal to that at thetop. Hence we must conclude that the current wassuperficial, and confined to a depth between nineand twelve feet. By the freshness of the water alongside there isevery reason to believe that the current was occa-sioned by the many rivers which, at this time of theyear, empty themselves into the sea in differentparts of the coast, beginning with Schismareff Inlet.The specific gravity of the sea off that place was1.02502, from which it gradually decreased, and atour station off the point was 1.0173, the tempera-ture at each being 58°. On the other hand, thestrength of the stream had

gradually increased fromhalf a mile an hour to three miles, which was itsgreatest rapidity. So far there is nothing extraor-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              365 dinary in the fact; but why this body of watershould continually press to the northward in pre-ference to taking any other direction, or graduallyexpending itself in the sea, is a question of con-siderable interest. In the afternoon the barge was discovered atanchor, close in-shore, and being favoured with abreeze the ship was brought close to the point.This enabled me to land, accompanied by Mr. Collie,who, while I was occupied with my theodolite, wenttoward the huts, which at first appeared to be de-serted ; but as he was examining them several oldwomen and children made their appearance, andgave him a

friendly reception. He brought themto me, and we underwent the full delights of anaffectionate Esquimaux salutation. The persons of our new acquaintance were ex-tremely diminutive, dirty, and forbidding. Somewere blind, others decrepit; and, dressed in greasyworn-out clothes, they looked perfectly wretched.Their hospitality, however, was even greater thanwe could desire; and we were dragged away by thewrists to their hovels, on approaching which wepassed between heaps of filth and ruined habita-tions, filled with stinking water, to a part of thevillage which was in better repair. We were thenseated upon some skins placed for the purpose; andbowls of blubber, walrus, and unicorn flesh (monodonmonoceros), with various other delicacies of the samekind, were successively offered as temptations to ourappetite, which, nevertheless, we felt no inclinationto indulge. After

some few exchanges, the advantage ofwhich was on the side of our acquaintances, who



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 366 VOYAGE TO THE had nothing curious to part with, an old man pro-duced a tambourine, and seating himself upon theroof of one of the miserable hovels, threw his legsacross, and commenced a song, accompanying itwith the tambourine, with as much apparent happi-ness as if fortune had imparted to him every luxuryof life. The vivacity and humour of the musicianinspired two of the old hags, who joined chorus, andthrew themselves into a variety of attitudes, twist-ing their bodies, snapping their fingers, and smirk-ing from behind their seal-skin hoods, with as muchshrewd meaning as if they had been half a centuryyounger. Several little chubby girls,

roused by themusic, came blinking at the daylight through thegreasy roofs of the subterranean abodes, and joinedthe performance; and we had the satisfaction ofseeing a set of people happy who did not appear topossess a single comfort upon earth. The village consisted of a number of " yourts"excavated in a ridge of mud and gravel, which hadbeen heaped up in a parallel line with the beach.Their construction more nearly approached to thehabitations of the Tschutschi than those of theEsquimaux of Greenland. They consisted of twopits about eight feet deep, communicating by adoor at the bottom. The inner one had a dome-shaped roof, made with dry wood or bones; it wascovered with turf, and rose about four feet abovethe surface of the earth. In the centre of this therewas a circular hole or window, covered with a pieceof skin (part of the intestine of the whale), whichgave,

however, but very little light. The outer pithad a flat roof, and was entered by a square hole,over which there was a shed to protect it from the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             367 snow and the inclemency of the weather. A rudeladder led to a floor of loose boards, beneath whichour noses as well as our eyes were greeted by a poolof dirty green water. The inner chamber was thesleeping and cooking room. Another yourt, to which a store of provision wasattached, by a low subterraneous passage, was ex-amined by Lieutenant Belcher the ensuing year:it was in other respects very similar, and needs noparticular description. Of these yourts, one wasof much larger dimensions than the others, which,it was intimated by the natives, was constructedfor the purpose of dancing and amusing

them-selves. Mr. Belcher was particularly struck withthe cleanliness of the boards and sleeping placesin the interior of the yourt he examined; where-as the passage and entrance were allowed to re-main in a very filthy condition. The air was toooppressive to continue in them for any lengthof time. Every yourt had its rafters for placingsledges, skins of oil, or other articles upon in thewinter time, to prevent their being buried in thesnow. The number of these frames, some bearingsledges, and others the skeletons of boats, formed acomplete wood, and had attracted our notice atthe distance of six or seven miles. Of the manyyourts which composed the village, very few wereoccupied ; the others had their entrances blocked upwith logs of drift-wood and the ribs of whales.From this circumstance, and the infirm condition ofalmost all who remained at the village, it was evi-dent that the

inhabitants had gone on sealing ex-cursions, to provide a supply of food for the winter.The natives, when we were about to take our leave,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 368                            VOYAGE TO THE accompanied us to the boat, and as we pushed offthey each picked up a few pebbles and carried themaway with them, but for what purpose we couldnot guess, nor had we ever seen the custom before. The point upon which this village stands projectsalmost sixteen miles from the general line of coast;it is intersected by several lakes and small creeks,the entrances of which are on the north side. Thereis a bar across the mouth of the opening, consistingof pebbles and mud, which has every appearance ofbeing on the increase; but when the water is smootha boat may enter, and she will find very excellentsecurity

within from all winds. It is remarkablethat both Cook and Clerke, who passed within avery short distance of this point, mistook the pro-jection for ice that had been driven against theland, and omitted to mark it in their chart. The next morning we communicated with thebarge, and found she had been visited daily by thenatives, who were very friendly. The current in-shore was more rapid than in the offing, and thewater more fresh. After replenishing her provi-sions, we steered to the northward, and endeavouredto get in with the land on the northern side ofPoint Hope; but the wind was so light that wecould not hold our ground against the current, andwere drifted away slowly to the northward. In themorning, the wind being still unfavourable for thispurpose, we steered for the farthest land in sight tothe northward, which answered to Cape Lisburn ofCaptain Cook. As we

approached it, the currentslackened, and the depth and specific gravity of thesea both increased. We landed here, and ascendedthe mountain to obtain a fair view of the coast,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               369 CHAP which we found turned to the eastward, nearly at a xi.right angle, and then to the north-eastward, as far v"""'~*" o             o '                                                                            »                    August, as the eye could trace. Our height was 850 feet 1826.above the sea, and at so short a distance from it onone side, that it was fearful to look down uponthe beach below. We ascended by a valley whichcollected the tributary streams of the mountain,and poured them in a cascade upon the beach. Thebasis of the mountain was flint of the purest kind,and limestone, abounding in fossil shells, enchinites,and

marine animals. There was very little soil in the valley ; the stoneswere covered with a thick swampy moss, which wetraversed with great difficulty, and were soon wetthrough by it. Vegetation was, however, as luxu-riant as in Kotzebue Sound, more than a hundredmiles to the southward, or, what is of more conse-quence, more than that distance farther from thegreat barrier of ice. Several reindeer were feedingon this luxuriant pasture; the cliffs were coveredwith birds; and the swamps generated myriads ofmoskitos, which were more persevering, if possible,than those at Chamisso Island. After depositing a bottle at this place, and leavingproper directions upon the cliff for finding it, wepursued our course to the eastward, accompanied bythe barge. The wind was light, and we made solittle progress that on the 9th Cape Lisburn wasstill in sight. Before it was entirely lost I land-

ed at a small cape, which I named Cape Beaufort,in compliment to Captain Beaufort, the present hy-drographer to the Admiralty. The land northwardwas low and swampy, covered with moss and longgrass, which produced all the plants we had met voi,. i.                         2 b



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 370 VOYAGE TO THE with to the southward, and two or three besides.Cape Beaufort is composed of sandstone, enclosing-bits of petrified wood and rushes, and is traversedby narrow veins of coal lying in an E. N. E. andW. S. W. direction. That at the surface was dryand bad, but some pieces which had been thrown upby the burrowing of a small animal, probably theermine, burned very well. As this is a part of the coast hitherto unexplored,I may stand excused for being a little more particu-lar in my description. Cape Beaufort is situated inthe depth of a great bay, formed between Cape Lis-burn and Icy Cape, and is the last point where thehills come

close down to the sea, by reason of thecoast line curving to the northward, while the rangeof hills continues its former direction. From therugged mountains of limestone and flint at CapeLisburn, there is an uniform descent to the roundedhills of sandstone at Cape Beaufort just described.The range is, however, broken by extensive valleys,intersected by lakes and rivers. Some of these lakesborder upon the sea, and in the summer months areaccessible to baidars, or even large boats; but assoon as the current from the beds of thawing snowinland ceases, the sea throws up a bar across themouths of them, and they cannot be entered. Thebeach, at the places where we landed was shingleand mud, the country mossy and swampy, and in-fested with moskitos. We noticed recent tracks ofwolves, and of some cloven-footed animals, and sawseveral ptarmigans, ortolans, and a

lark. Very littledrift wood had found its way upon this part of thecoast. We reached the ship just after a thick fog came



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               371 in, from seaward, and only a short time before theincreasing breeze obliged her to quit the coast.During my absence the boats had been sent to exa-mine a large floating mass which excited a good dealof curiosity at the time, and found it to be the car-cass of a dead whale. It had an Esquimaux harpoonin it, and a drag attached, made of an inflated seal-skin, which had no* doubt worried the animal todeath. Thus, with knowledge just proportioned totheir wants, do these untutored barbarians, withtheir slender boats and limited means, contrive totake the largest animal of the creation. In the pre-sent

instance, certainly, their victim had eluded theirefforts, but the carcass was not yet " too high" foran Esquimaux palate, and would, no doubt, erelong, be either washed upon the shore, or discoveredby some of the many wandering baidars along thecoast. Some very extensive flocks of eider ducks hadalso been seen from the ship. They consisted en-tirely of females and young ones, the greater part ofwhich could not fly, but they nevertheless contrivedto evade pursuit by diving. On the morning of the 10th we were under treble-reefed topsails and foresail, with a short head sea, inwhich we pitched away the jib-boom. We had athick fog, with the wind at N. N. E. A little afternoon, being in lat. 70° 09' N., and 165° 10' W., wehad twenty-four fathoms hard bottom : we thenstood toward the shore, and again changed the bot-tom to mud, the depth of water gradually decreasing.

On the 11th it was calm; by the observations atnoon there had been a current to the S. W., but thishad now ceased, as upon trial it ran west one-third 2 B 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 372 VOYAGE TO THE "xfP* °f a mi^e Per hour, and three hours afterward N. E. ?""v-«-/ five-eighths per hour, which appeared to be the regu- 1826.' lar tide. In the evening the wind again blew from the northward, and brought a thick fog with it. We stood off and on, guided by the soundings. In the morning of the 12th we saw a great manybirds, walrusses, and small white whales; from whichI concluded that we were near a stream of ice, butonly one piece was seen in the evening aground.We tacked not far from it in ten fathoms. As westood in-shore, the temperature of the sea alwaysdecreased; the effect, probably, of the rivers ofmelting snow

mingling with it. As it was impossible to determine the continuityof coast, with the weather so thick, farther than bythe gradual decrease of the soundings, I stood to thenorthward to ascertain the position of the ice, thewind having changed to E. N. E. and becomefavourable for the purpose. At eight o'clock in themorning of the 13th, the fog cleared off, and exhi-bited the main body of ice extending from N. 79° E.to S. 29 W. (true). At nine we tacked amongstthe brash, in twenty-three fathoms water, in lat. 71°08' N., long. 163° 40' W. The wind was blowingalong the ice, and the outer part of the pack was instreams, some of which the ship might have entered,and perhaps have proceeded up them two or threemiles; but as this would have served no useful pur-pose, and would have occasioned unnecessary delay,I again stood in for the land, which at eight o'clockat night was

seen in a low unbroken line, extendingto the westward as far as Icy Cape, and to the east-ward as far as the state of the weather would per-mit. We tacked at nine, in five fathoms water,within two miles of the shore; and Lieutenant Bel-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 373 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT. cher was despatched in the cutter to examine someposts that were erected upon it, thinking they mightpossibly have been placed there by the land expedi-tion. The boat found a heavy surf breaking upona sand bank at a little distance from the beach,which prevented her landing, and a fog coming on,she was recalled before the attempt could be madein another place. There was a thick wetting fogduring the night. The next morning a boat wasagain sent on shore, with Lieutenant Belcher,Messrs. Collie and Wolfe, to make observations,collect plants, and erect a mark for Captain Frank-lin. They had nearly the

same difficulty in reach-ing the beach, on account of shoals, as at the formerplace, but there was less swell. Shortly after noon I landed myself, and foundthat at the back of the beach there was a lake twomiles long, in the direction of the coast; it had ashallow entrance at its south-west end, sufficientlydeep for baidars only. The main land at the backof it presented a range of low earth cliffs, behindwhich there were some hills, about two hundredfeet high. Near the entrance to the lake there weretwo yourts, inhabited by some Esquimaux, who soldus two swans and four hundred pounds of venison,which being divided amongst the crew, formed amost acceptable meal. These swans were withouttheir feet, which had been converted into bags, afterthe practice of the eastern Esquimaux; and it isremarkable, that although so far from Kamtschatkaand the usual track of vessels,

these people expressedno surprise at the appearance either of the ship or ofthe boat, and that they were provided both withknives and iron kettles. In our way to the huts we saw several human



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 374 VOYAGE TO THE chap. bones scattered about, and a skull which had the?—r**' teeth worn down nearly to the gums. There ap-w?' peared to be no place of interment near, and thebody had probably decayed where the bones werelying. So little did the natives care for thesemouldering remains, that springs for catching birdswere set amongst them. The beach upon whichwe landed was shingle and sand, interspersed withpieces of coal, sandstone, flint, and porphyritic gra-nite. Vegetation was rather luxuriant, and suppliedMr. Collie with three new species. The drift woodwas here more abundant than at any place we beforevisited: it was forced high

upon the beach, pro-bably by the pressure of the ice when driven againstthe coast. It was high water at this station at noon. Thetide fell three feet and a half in four hours, and ebb-ed to the south-wesl. A post was here put up for the land expedition,and a bottle buried near it. We then embarked andgot on board, just as a thick fog obscured everything, and obliged the ship to stand off the coast.In the course of the afternoon the dredge was putover, and supplied us with some specimens of shellsof the area, murex, venus, and buccinum genus, andseveral lumps of coal. We stood to the N. W., andat midnight tacked amongst the loose ice at the edgeof the pack in so thick a fog that we could not seea hundred yards around us. At half past five in the morning a partial disper-sion of the fog discovered to us the land bearing N.86° E. extending in a N. E. direction as far as

wecould see. At six we tacked in eleven fathomswithin three miles of it, and not far from an open-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              375 ing into a spacious lake which appeared to be theestuary of a considerable river. There was a shoalacross the mouth connected with the land on thenorthern side, but with a channel for boats in theopposite direction. A large piece of ice was agroundnear it. The country around was low, covered witha brown moss, and intersected by water-courses. Tothe northward of the entrance of the lake the coastbecame higher, and presented an extensive range ofmud cliffs terminating in a cape, which, as it after-wards proved the most distant land seen from theship, I named after Captain Franklin, R. N.

underwhose command I had the pleasure to serve on thefirst Polar expedition: but as this cape was after-wards found to be a little way inland I transferredthe name to the nearest conspicuous point of thecoast. The natives taking advantage of this elevatedground had constructed their winter residences init; they were very numerous, and extended someway along the coast. The season, however, was notyet arrived at which the Esquimaux take up theirabode in their subterranean habitations, and theyoccupied skin tents upon a low point at the entranceof the lake. We had not been long off here beforethree baidars from the village paddled alongside andbartered their articles as usual. Some of the crewascended the side of the ship without any invitation,and showed not the least surprise at any thing theybeheld; which I could not help particularly remark-ing, as we were not

conscious of any other vesselhaving been upon the coast since Kotzebue's voyage,and he did not reach within two hundred miles ofthe residence of these people. There was nothing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 376 VOYAGE TO THE in our visiters different to what we bad seen before,except that they were better dressed. One of them,pointing to the shore, drew his hand round thenorthern horizon as far as the south-west, by whichhe no doubt intended to instruct us that the iceoccupied that space. It would, however, have an-swered equally well for the land, supposing thecoast beyond what we saw to have taken a circuit-ous direction. AVith the view of having this ex-plained, I took him to the side of the ship on whichthe land was, and intimated a desire that he woulddelineate the coast; bvit he evidently did not under-stand me, as Jie and his companions licked

theirhands, stroked their breasts, and then went intotheir boats and paddled on shore. The apparently good-natured disposition of thesepeople, and indeed of the whole of their tribe uponthe coast to this advanced position, was a sourceof the highest gratification to us all as it regardedCaptain Franklin's welfare; for it was natural toconclude that the whole race, which we had reasonto think extended a considerable distance to theeastward, would partake of the same friendly feel-ing, and what was by many considered a materialobstacle to his success would thereby be removed.At this place in particular, where the natives ap-peared to be so numerous that they could haveoverpowered his party in a minute, it was gratifyingto find them so well disposed. After the natives were gone we stood to thenorth-westward in the hope that the wind, whichhad been a long time in the north-

eastern quar-ter, would remain steady until we ascertained thepoint of conjunction of the ice and the land, which,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              377 from its position when seen in the morning, therewas much reason to suppose would be near the ex-treme point of land in view from the mast-head. Un-fortunately, while we were doing this, the wind felllight, and gradually drew round to the north-west-ward ; and apprehending it might get so far in thatdirection as to embay the ship between the land andthe ice, it became my duty to consider the proprietyof awaiting the result of such a change; knowingthe necessity of keeping the ship in open water, andat all times, as far as could be done, free from risk,in order to insure her return to the rendezvous inKotzebue

Sound. There was at this time no ice insight from the ship except a berg that was agroundin-shore of her; and though a blink round thenorthern horizon indicated ice in that direction, yetthe prospect was so flattering that a general regretwas entertained that an attempt to effect the north-eastern passage did not form the object of the expe-dition. We all felt the greatest desire to advance,but considering what would be the consequences ofany accident befalling the ship, which might eitheroblige her to quit these seas at once, or prevent herreturning to them a second year, it was evident thatby her being kept in open water was paramount toevery other consideration ; particularly as she hadbeen furnished with a decked launch, well adaptedby her size to prosecute a service of this nature. Itwas one of those critical situations in which anofficer is sometimes unavoidably placed, and

hadfurther discovery depended upon the Blossom alone,it is probable I should have proceeded at all hazards.My orders, however, being positive to avoid thechance of being beset in the ship, I considered only



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 378 VOYAGE TO THE how I could most beneficially employ both vessels,and, at the same time, comply with the spirit of myinstructions. Thus circumstanced, I determined toget hold of the barge as soon as possible, and todespatch her along the coast, both with a view ofrendering Captain Franklin's party the earliest pos-sible assistance, and of ascertaining how far it waspossible for a boat to go. Not a moment was to belost in putting this project in execution, as themiddle of August was arrived, and we could notcalculate on a continuance of the fine weather withwhich we had hitherto been favoured. We accord-ingly returned towards Icy Cape, in order to

jointhe barge which was surveying in that direction. We passed along the land in about eight fathomswater until near Icy Cape, when we came rathersuddenly into three fathoms and three quarters, butimmediately deepened the soundings again to seven :the next cast, however, was four fathoms; and notknowing how soon we might have less, the ship wasimmediately brought to an anchor. Upon examina-tion with the boats, several successive banks werefound at about three quarters of a mile apart, lyingparallel with the coast line. Upon the outer ones,there were only three and a half or four fathoms,and upon the inner bank, which had hitherto escapednotice from being under the sun, so little water thatthe sea broke constantly over it. Between theshoals there were nine and ten fathoms, with veryirregular casts. These shoals lie immediately offIcy Cape where the land takes an

abrupt turn tothe eastward, and are probably the effect of a largeriver, which here empties itself into the sea; thoughthey may be occasioned by heavy ice grounding off



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              379 the point, and being fixed to the bottom, as wefound our anchor had so firm a hold, that in at-tempting to weigh it the chain cable broke, afterenduring a very heavy strain. This cape, the farthest point reached by CaptainCook, was at the time of its discovery very muchencumbered with ice, whence it received its name ;none, however, was now visible. The cape is verylow, and has a large lake at the back of it, whichreceives the water of a considerable river, and com-municates with the sea through a narrow channel muchencumbered with shoals. There are several winterhabitations of the Esquimaux upon the

cape, whichwere afterwards visited by Lieutenant Belcher. Themain land on both sides of Icy Cape, from Wain-wright Inlet on one side to Cape Beaufort on theother, is flat, and covered with swampy moss. Itpresents a line of low mud cliffs, between whichand a shingly beach that every where forms thecoast-line there is a succession of narrow lakes capa-ble of being navigated by baidars or small boats.Off here we saw a great many black whales—more than I remember ever to have seen, even inBaffin's Bay. After the boats had examined the shoals outsidethe ship, we attempted to weigh the anchor; butin so doing we broke first the messenger, and after-wards the chain, by which the anchor was lost, as Ibefore mentioned, and the buoy rope having beencarried away in letting it go, it was never recovered. V^e passed over two shoals in three and fourfathoms, deepening the

water to ten and eleven fa-thoms between them, and then held our ground forthe night. A thick fog came on towards morning,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 380 VOYAGE TO THE which lasted until noon, when it cleared away, andwe had the satisfaction to be joined by the barge. Since our separation, Mr. Elson had kept closealong the beach, and ascertained the continuity ofthe land from the spot where the ship quitted thecoast to this place, thereby removing all doubts onthat head, and proving that Captain Franklin wouldnot find a passage south of the cape to which I hadgiven his name. The soundings were every whereregular, and the natives always friendly, though notnumerous. Their habitations were invariably uponlow strips of sand bordering upon some brackishlakes, which extended along the coast in

such amanner, that in case the ice was driven against it, agood inland navigation might be performed, by trans-porting a small boat across the narrow necks thatseparate them. Drift-wood was every where abundant, thoughleast so on such parts of the coast as had a westernaspect, but without any apparent reason for thisdifference. After supplying the barge with water,we beat to the northward together, but found sostrong a south-westerly current running round leyCape, that, the ship being light, we could gain no-thing to windward ; and observing that the bargehad the advantage of us by keeping in-shore, andthat we were only a hindrance to her, I made hersignal to close us, and prepared her for the interest-ing service in view. My intentions were no soonermade known than I had urgent applications for thecommand of the barge from the superior officers ofthe ship, who, with

the ardour natural to their pro-fession when any enterprise is in view, came forwardin the readiest manner, and volunteered their ser-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              381 vices ; but Mr. Elson, the master, who had hithertocommanded the boat, had acquitted himself so muchto my satisfaction, that I could not in justice removehim ; more especially at a moment when the serviceto be performed was inseparable from risk. Mr.Smyth the senior mate of the ship, who executedthe greater part of the drawings which illustrate thiswork, was placed with Mr. Elson, who had besidesunder his command a crew of six seamen and twomarines. My instructions to Mr. Elson were to trace theshore to the north-eastward as far as it was possiblefor a boat to navigate, with a view to render

theearliest possible assistance to Captain Franklin, andto obtain what information he could of the trendingof the coast and of the position of the ice. He wasalso directed to possess himself of facts which, in theevent of the failure of the other expedition, wouldenable us to form a judgment of the probable successwhich might attend an attempt to effect a north-eastern passage in this quarter : and further, he wasto avoid being beset in the ice, by returning imme-diately the wind should get to the north-west orwestward, and not to prolong his absence from theship beyond the first week in September. He wasat the same time ordered to place landmarks anddirections in conspicuous places for Captain Frank-lin's guidance; and if possible, on his return, toexamine the shoals off Icy Cape. We steered together to the northward with foggyweather until midnight on the 17th, when I

madeMr. Elson's signal to part company, and he com-menced his interesting expedition with the goodwishes of all on board. We continued our course



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 382 VOYAGE TO THE to the northward until four o'clock in the morningof the 18th, when the fog, as is usual in the neigh-bourhood of the ice, cleared away, and we saw themain body in latitude 71° 07' N. nearly in the sameposition we had left it some days before. It wasloose at the edge, but close within, and consisted ofheavy floes. We tacked near it, and found it trend-ing from E. to S. W. (mag.) There were no livingthings near it, except a few tern and kittiwakes ;which was rather remarkable, as the edge of the iceis usually frequented by herds of amphibious ani-mals. As we receded from the ice, the fog againthickened, and latterly turned to small

snow. Thetemperature was about the freezing point. At noonthe sun broke through, and we found ourselves inlatitude 70° 18' N., and by the soundings abouttwelve miles from the land, which was not seen.By this we discovered that instead of gaining twentymiles to the eastward, we had lost four: by which itwas evident that a current had been running S. 58°W. a mile an hour ; off this place, however, it wasfound upon trial to run S. 60° W. only half a mileper hour. The fog afterwards came on very thick,and remained so during the day. Finding this inconvenience from the current offIcy Cape, I steered to the westward to ascertainhow near the ice approached the coast in that direc-tion, and on the 20th, I stood in for the land aboutmidway between Cape Beaufort and Icy Cape, toverify some points of the survey. About this timeimmense flocks of ducks, consisting entirely

ofyoung ones and females, were seen migrating to thesouthward. The young birds could not fly; andnot having the instinct to avoid the ship in time,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              383 one immense flock was run completely over by her.They, however, were more wary when the boatswere lowered, and successfully avoided our attemptsto shoot them, by diving. At the place where welanded, there was a long lake between us and themain land; and our walk was confined to a strip ofshingle and sand, about 150 yards wide, and aboutsix feet above the level of the sea. In the shelteredparts of it there were a few flowers, but no newspecies. The lake was connected with the sea athigh tide, and was consequently salt; but we ob-tained some water sufficiently fresh to drink by dig-ging at a

distance of less than a yard from its mar-gin, a resource of which the natives appeared to bewell aware. An abundance of drift wood was heaped upon theupper part of the shingle. The trees were torn upby the roots, and some were worm-eaten; but thegreater part appeared to have been only a short timeat sea, and all of it, that I examined, was pine. From the desolate appearance of the coast wherewe landed, I scarcely expected to find a human be-ing, but we had no sooner put our foot ashore thana baidar full of people landed a short distance fromus. Her crew consisted of three grown-up malesand four females, besides two infants. They wereas ready as their neighbours to part with what theyhad in exchange for trifles; esteeming our old brassbuttons above all other articles, excepting knives.There was a blear-eyed old hag of the party, whoseparated from her

companions, and seated herselfupon a piece of drift wood at a little distance fromthe baidar, and continued there, muttering an unin-telligible language, and apparently believing herself



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 384                           VOYAGE TO THE to be holding communion with that invisible worldto which she was fast approaching. Though inher dotage, her opinion was often consulted, andon more than one occasion in a mysterious manner.We afterwards witnessed several instances of ex-tremely old women exercising great influence overthe younger part of the community. On this occa-sion I purchased a bow and quiver of arrows for abrooch. The man who sold them referred the bar-gain to the old woman above-mentioned, who appa-rently disapproved of it, as the brooch was returned,and the bow and arrows re-demanded. The males of this party were

all provided with lipornaments; and we noticed a gradation in the size, cor-responding to the ages of the party who wore them,as well as a distinction in the nature of them. Twoyoung lads had the orifices in their lips quite raw :they were about the size of a crow-quill, and were dis-tended with small cylindrical pieces of ivory, with around knob at one end to prevent their falling out.For some time after the operation has been per-formed, it is necessary to turn the cylinders fre-quently, that they may not adhere to the festeringflesh: in time this action becomes as habitual withsome of them as that of twirling the mustachios iswith a Mussulman. In the early stage it is attendedwith great pain, the blood sometimes flowing, and Ihave seen tears come into the boys' eyes while doingit. Lip ornaments, with the males, appear to cor-respond with the tattooing of the chins of the fe-males ;

a mark which is universally borne by thewomen throughout both the eastern and westernEsquimaux tribes: the custom of wearing the la-brets, however, does not extend much beyond the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              385 Mackenzie River. The children we saw to-day hadnone of these marks; a girl, about eleven, had oneline only; and a young woman, about twenty-threeyears of age, the mother of the infants, had thethree perfect. One of her children was rolling inthe bottom of the baidar, with a large piece of seal-blubber in its mouth, sucking it as an Europeanchild would a coral. The mother was rather pretty,and allowed her portrait to be taken. At first shemade no objection to being gazed at as stedfastly aswas necessary for an indifferent artist to accomplishhis purpose; but latterly she shrunk from the scru-tiny with a

bashfulness that would have done creditto a more civilized female; and on my attempting touncover her head, she cast a look of inquiry at herhusband, who vociferated " naga," when she very pro-perly refused to comply. The young men were veryimportunate and curious, even to annoyance; andthere is little doubt that if any persons in our dresshad fallen in with a powerful party of these savages,they would very soon have been made to exchangetheir suit of broad cloth for the more humble dressof furs. Their honesty was not more conspicuousthan their moderation, as they appropriated to them-selves several articles belonging to Mr. Collie. During three hours that we were on shore, thetide fell one foot; it had subsided eighteen inchesfrom its greatest height when we first landed, andwhen we put off was still ebbing to the S. S. W. atthe rate of half a mile an hour. Four

hours after-wards, when by our observations on shore it musthave changed, it ran N. ^ E. at the same rate, andafforded another instance of the flood coming fromthe southward. vol. i.                            2 c



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 386 VOYAGE TO THE A thick fog came on after we returned on board.The next morning we closed with the land nearCape Beaufort, with a view of trying the veins ofcoal in its neighbourhood, as we were very short ofthat article; but the wind veered round to theN. "N. W., and by making it a lee shore preventedthe boats landing, and rendered it expedient for theship, which was very light, and hardly capable ofbeating off, to get an offing. The day was fine,and afforded an opportunity of verifying some ofour points, which we had the satisfaction to findquite correct. The next day the wind veered tothe S. S. W. and then to the westward. Through-out the 23d,

24th, and part of the 25th, it blewhard, with a short head sea, thick weather, and lat-terly with snow showers, which obliged the ship tokeep at so great a distance that the land expeditionwould have passed her unobserved, had they beenin progress along the coast. With these windswe kept off the coast. The night of the 25thwas clear and cold, with about four hours' darkness,during which we beheld a brilliant display of theaurora borealis, which was the first time that phe-nomenon had been exhibited to us in this part ofthe world. It first appeared in an arch extendingfrom W. by N. to N. E. mag. (by the north), passingthrough Benetnasch, (3. y. Ursas Maj. and j3. Aurigas,decidedly dimming their lustre. The arch, shortlyafter it was formed, broke up ; but united again,threw out a few coruscations, and then entirely dis-appeared. Soon after, a new display began in thedirection of the

western foot of the first arch, pre-ceded by a bright flame, from which emanated co-ruscations of a pale straw-colour. An almost simul-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING S STRAIT.              387 taneous movement occurred at both extremities ofthe arch, until a complete segment was formed ofwavering perpendicular radii. As soon as the archwas complete, the light became greatly increased ;and the prismatic colours, which had before beenfaint, now shone forth in a very brilliant manner.The strongest colours, which were also the outsideones, were pink and green; the centre colour wasyellow, and the intermediate ones on the pink sidepurple and green ; on the green side purple andpink, all of which were as imperceptibly blendedas in the rainbow. The green was the colournearest the zenith.

This magnificent display lasteda few minutes ; and the light had nearly vanished,when the N. E. quarter sent forth a vigorous display,and nearly at the same time a corresponding corus-cation emanated from the opposite extremity. Thewestern foot of the arch then disengaged itself fromthe horizon, crooked to the northward, and thewhole retired to the N. E. quarter, where a brightspot blazed for a moment, and all was darkness. Ihave been thus particular in my description, becausethe appearance was unusually brilliant, and becausevery few observations on this phenomenon have beenmade in this part of the world. There was no noiseaudible during any part of our observations, norwere the compasses perceptibly affected. The nightwas afterwards squally, with cumuli and nimbi, whichdeposited showers of sleet and snow as they passedover us, the wind being rather fresh

throughout. On the 26th the weather was moderate, andbeing off Point Hope, on which there were severallakes and a great abundance of driftwood, the boatswere sent to endeavour to procure a supply of fuel 2 c 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 388                             VOYAGE TO THE and water. We had completed only one turn, andburied a bottle for Captain Franklin, when the windfreshened from the S. W. and prevented a secondlanding. During the afternoon we turned towindward, with the wind blowing fresh from thewestward. From the time of our passing Beering's Strait upto the 23d instant, we enjoyed an almost uninter-rupted series of fine weather ; during which we hadfortunately surveyed the whole of the coast fromCape Prince of Wales as far to the northward as Ideemed it proper to go, consistent with the necessityof keeping the ship, at all times, in open water andin safety. Now,

however, there appeared to be abreak up, and a commencement of westerly winds,which made the whole of this coast a lee shore, andtogether with several hours of darkness rendered itnecessary to keep the ship at a distance from theland. In doing this the chances were equal that theland expedition, in the event of its success, wouldpass her. I therefore determined to repair to therendezvous in Kotzebue Sound, and, as nothingfurther was to be done at sea, to await there thearrival of our boat and of Captain Franklin's expe-dition. Accordingly on the 27th we made CapeKrusenstern, and on the following evening anchoredat Chamisso Island nearly in our former situation. Directly the ship was secured, two boats weredespatched to the islands to examine the state of therivulets, and ascertain whether the cask of flour, thathad been buried for Captain Franklin's use, had

beenmolested; our suspicion of its safety having beenexcited by observing six baidars upon the beach op-posite the anchorage, none of which ventured off to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND. BEERING'S STRAIT.             389 the ship as was usual. On the return of the boatfrom Chamisso Island we learned that there was nota drop of water to be had, in consequence of thestreams at which we had formerly filled our casksbeing derived from beds of thawing ice and snowwhich were now entirely dissolved. By the other boat, we found, as we expected, thatthe cask of flour had been dug up and broken open,that the hoops had been taken away, and that theflour had been strewed about the ground, partlyin a kneaded state. Suspicion immediately fell uponthe natives encamped upon the peninsula, which wasstrengthened by the manner in

which they came offthe next morning, dancing and playing a tambourinein the boats, a conciliatory conduct with which wehad never before been favoured. When they camealongside, they were shown a handful of flour, andwere referred to the island upon which the cask hadbeen buried. Their guilty looks showed that theyperfectly understood our meaning ; but they strong-ly protested their innocence, and as a proof that theycould not possibly have committed the theft, theyput their fingers to their tongues, and spit into thesea with disgust, to show us how much they dis-liked the taste of the material, little considering thatthe fact of their knowing it to be nauseous was aproof of their having tasted it: but no further noticewas taken of the matter, as I wished as much aspossible to conciliate their friendship on account ofthe land expedition. The baidars of these people were better made

thanany we had seen, excepting those of the St. Law-rence islanders, which they resembled in having aflap made of walrus skin attached to the gunwale



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 390 VOYAGE TO THE for the purpose of keeping their bows and arrowsdry. The natives had a great variety of articles forsale, all of which they readily parted with, excepttheir bows, arrows, and spears, and these they wouldon no account sell. Several old men were amongtheir party, all of whom sat in the stern of the boat,a deference which, as I have already said, we every-where observed to be paid to age by the youngerpart of this tribe. When they had sold all they in-tended to part with, and had satisfied their curiosity,they paddled on shore, well satisfied, no doubt, athaving escaped detection. The next morning the boats were sent to findwater and to

dig wells upon Chamisso Island, as wehad but nine days' supply on board at very reducedallowance. In the mean time I paid a visit to theEsquimaux, who were on their travels towards homewith cargoes of dried salmon, oil, blubber, and skins,which they had collected in their summer excursionalong the coast. When they perceived our boat ap-proaching the shore, they despatched a baidar to in-vite us to their encampment; and as we rowedtoward the place together, observing with what faci-lity they passed our boat, they applied their strengthto their paddles, and, exulting on the advantagethey possessed, left vis far behind. It was perfectlysmooth and calm, or this would not have been thecase, as their boats have no hold of the water, andare easily thrown back by a wave; and when thewind is on the side, they have the greatest difficultyin keeping them in the right direction.

The shallowness of the water obliged our boat toland a short distance from the village; and thenatives, who by this time had hauled up their



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              391 baidar, walked down to meet us with their armsdrftwn in from their sleeves, and tucked up insidetheir frocks. They were also very particidar thatevery one of them should salute us, which they didby licking their hands, and drawing them first overtheir own faces and bodies, and then over ours.This was considered the most friendly manner inwhich they could receive us, and they were offici-ously desirous of ingratiating themselves with us;but they would on no account suffer us to approachtheir tents; and, when we urged it, seemed deter-mined to resist, even with their weapons, whichwere carefully laid out

upon a low piece of groundnear them. They were resolved, nevertheless, thatwe should partake of their hospitality, and seatingus upon a rising ground, placed before us stripsof blubber in wooden bowls, and whortle berriesmashed up with fat and oil, or some such hetero-geneous substance, for we did not taste it. Seeingwe would not partake of their fare, they commenceda brisk traffic with dried salmon, of which we pro-cured a great quantity. Generally speaking, theywere honest in their dealings, leaving their goodswith us, when they were in doubt about a bargain,until they had referred it to a second person, ormore commonly to some of the old women. If theyapproved of it, our offer was accepted ; if not, theytook back their goods. On several occasions, how-ever, they tried to impose upon us with fish-skins,ingeniously put together to represent a whole fish,though entirely

deprived of their original contents ;but this artifice succeeded only once: the natives,when detected in other attempts, laughed heartily,and treated the matter as a fair practical joke. Their



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 392 VOYAGE TO THE cunning and invention were further exhibited inthe great pains which they took to make us under-stand, before we parted, that the flour had beenstolen by a party who had absconded on seeing theship. Their gestures clearly intimated to us thatthe attention of this party had been attracted to thespot by the newly turned earth, though we had re-placed it very carefully ; on which, it appears, theybegan to dig, and, to their great surprise and joyno doubt, they soon discovered the cask. Theyknocked off the hoops with a large stone, and thentasted the contents, which they intimated were verynauseous. The thieves then packed up the

hoops,and carried them over the hills to another part ofthe country. We patiently heard the whole of this circumstan-tial account, which we had afterwards great reasonto believe was an invention of their own, and thatthey had some of the flour secreted in their tents,which, no doubt, was the reason of their dislike toour approaching them. In the forenoon one of our seamen found a pieceof board upon Chamisso Island, upon which waswritten, in Russian characters, " Rurick, July 28th,1816," and underneath it " Blaganome erinoy,1820." The former was of course cut by Kotzebuewhen he visited the island; and the latter, Isuppose, by Captain Von Basilief SchismarefF, hislieutenant, who paid this island a second visit in1820. Upon the low point of this island there was an-other party of Esquimaux, who differed in severalparticulars from those upon the peninsula. I wasabout to

pay them a visit, but early in the morning



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              393 our peninsular friends came off to say they weregoing away ; and as I wished to see a little more ofthem before they left us, I deferred going thereuntil the next day, by which I lost the opportunityof seeing those upon Chamisso, as they decampedin the evening unobserved. They were, however,visited by several of the officers. Like the party onthe peninsula, they were on their return to winter-quarters, with large heaps of dried fish, seals' flesh,oil, skins, and all the necessary appurtenances to anEsquimaux residence. They had four tents andseveral baidars, which were turned over upon theirnets and

fishing-tackle for protection. In one oftheir tool-chests was found a part of an elephant'stooth, of the same species as those which were after-wards collected in Escholtz Bay. They had thesame aversion to our officers approaching their habi-tations as the party before described on the penin-sula, and in all probability it proceeded from thesame cause, as Mr. Osmer detected a young girleating some of our flour mixed up with oil andberries. On seeing him she ran hastily into hertent, and in so doing spilt some of the mixture,which led to the discovery. The women of this party differed from the femaleswe had hitherto seen, in having the septum of the nosepierced, and a large blue bead strung upon a stripof whalebone passed through the orifice, the beadhanging as low as the opening of the mouth. Oneof them, on receiving a large stocking-needle, thrustit into the orifice, or,

as some of the seamen said," spritsail-yarded her nose." A youth of the partywho had not yet had his lips perforated wore hishair in bunches on each side of the head, after the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 394 VOYAGE TO THE fashion of the women, which I notice as being theonly instance of the kind we met with, and whichI trust does not indicate a nearer resemblance to aclass of individuals mentioned by Langsdorff asexisting in Oonalashka under the denomination ofSchopans. Red and blue beads, buttons, knives, and hatchetswere as usual the medium through which everything they would part with was purchased. Themen were more excited than usual by a looking-glass, which, after beholding their own features init, and admiring alternately the reflection of theirhead and lip ornaments, they very inconsideratelycarried to one of their party who

was perfectlyblind, and held' before his face. As this was donerather seriously, certainly without any appearanceof derision, it is possible that they imagined it mightproduce some effect upon his sight. On landing at the encampment on the peninsula, Iwas received in a more friendly manner even than theday before. Each of the natives selected a friendfrom among our party, and, like the Gambier island-ers, locked their arms in ours, and led us to a smallpiece of rising ground near their tents, where we satdown upon broad planks and deer-skins. A driedfish was then presented to each of us, and a bowl ofcranberries mashed up with sorrel and rancid train-oil was passed round, after the manner of the Krai-kees on the Asiatic shore; but, however palatablethis mixture might have been to our hosts,.it wasvery much the reverse to us, and none of our partycould be induced

to partake of it, except Mr. Osmer,who did so to oblige me at the expense of his appe-tite for the rest of the day. The Esquimaux were



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             395 surprised at our refusal of this offer, and ridiculedour squeamishness; and by way of convincing uswhat bad judges we were of good cheer, five ofthem fell to at the bowl, and with their two fore-fingers very expeditiously transferred the contentsto their own mouths ; and cleansing their fingersupon the earth, gave the vessel to one of the women.The whole village then assembled, better dressedthan they had been on our first visit, and rangedthemselves in a semicircle in front of us, prepara-tory to an exhibition of one of their dances, whichmerits a description, as it was the best of the kindwe saw. A

double ring was formed in front ofus by men seated upon the grass, and by womenand children in the background, who composed theorchestra. The music at the beginning was littlebetter than a buzz of " Ungna-aya, Amna-aya!''—words which always constitute the burthen of anEsquimaux song. The leader of the party, a strongathletic man, jumped into the ring and threw him-self into various attitudes, which would have betterbecome a pugilist than a performer on the lightfantastic toe! As his motions became violent, hemanifested his inspiration by loud exclamations ofAh! Ah! until he became exhausted and with-drew, amidst shouts of approbation from all pre-sent, and the signal was given for new performers.Five younger men then leaped into the area, andagain exhibited feats of activity, which, consideringthe heavy clothing that encumbered their limbs,were very

fair. A simple little girl about eightyears of age, dressed for the occasion, joined thejumpers, but did not imitate their actions. Herpart consisted in waving her arms and inclining her



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 396 VOYAGE TO THE body from side to side. The poor little thing wasso abashed that she did not even lift her head oropen her eyes during the whole of her performance,and seemed glad when it was over, though she wasnot unmindful of the praise bestowed upon herexertions. The violent action of the male performers requiredthat they should occasionally take breath, duringwhich time the music was lowered; but as soon asthe ring was re-furnished it again became loud andanhnated. A grown-up female now formed one ofthe party, and appeared to be the prize of contentionamong several young men, who repeatedly endea-voured to

ingratiate themselves with her, but sheas often rejected-their offers and waved them away.At last an old man, all but naked, jumped intothe ring, and was beginning some indecent gesticu-lations, when his appearance not meeting withour approbation, he withdrew, and the performancehaving been wrought to its highest pitch of noiseand animation, ceased. Such is the rude dance of these people, in which,as may be seen from the above description, therewas neither elegance nor grace; but on the con-trary it was noisy, violent, and as barbarous as them-selves. The dancers were dressed for the occasion intheir best clothes, which they considered indispen-sable, as they would not sell them to us until theperformance was over. In addition to their usualcostume, some had a kind of tippet of ermine andsable skins thrown over their shoulders, and otherswore a band on

their heads, with strips of skin sus-pended to it at every two inches, to the end of whichwere attached the nails of seals.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEllING'S STRAIT.              397 When the dance was over, they presented us withdried salmon, and each person brought his hag ofgoods, which produced a brisk barter, with greatfairness on all sides, and with a more than ordinarysense of propriety on theirs, in never raising or low-ering their prices ; and by their testifying their disap-probation of it by a groan, when it was attempted byone of our party. But though so strict in this par-ticular, they were not exempt from that failing sounaccountably innate in all uncivilized people, whichthey endeavoured to gratify in various ways, byengaging our attention at a moment when some

ofour trinkets were exposed to them for the purposeof selection. Suspecting their designs, however, wegenerally detected their thefts, and immediatelyreceived back our goods, with a hearty laugh inaddition. They understood making a good bargainquite as well as ourselves, and were very wary howthey received our knives and hatchets, putting theirmetal to the test by hacking at them with theirown. If they stood the blow, they were accepted ;but if, on the contrary, they were notched, theywere refused. A singular method of deciding abargain was resorted to by one of their party, almostequivalent to that of tossing up a coin. We hadoffered an adze for a bundle of skins ; but the owner,who at first seemed satisfied with the bargain, uponreflection became doubtful whether he would not bethe loser by it; and to decide the doubtful point hecaught a small beetle, and set it

at liberty upon thepalm of his hand, anxiously watching which direc-tion the insect should take. Finding it run towardshim, he concluded the bargain to be disadvantageousto him, and took back his goods.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 398                           VOYAGE TO THE On this day they admitted us to their habitations,and all restrictions were removed, except that uponwriting in our remark books, to which they hadsuch an objection, that they refused us any informa-tion while they were open, and with great good-nature closed them, or if we persisted, they dodgedtheir heads and made off. Our new acquaintances, amounting to twenty-fivein number, had five tents, constructed with skins ofsea-animals, strained upon poles; and for floors theyhad some broad planks two feet in the clear. I wasanxious to learn where they obtained these, knowingthat they had themselves no means

of reducing atree to the form of a plank, but I could get no in-formation on this point: in all probability they hadbeen purchased from the Tschutschi, or the Russians.Each tent had its baidar, and there were two tospare, which were turned upside down, and affordeda convenient house for several dogs, resembling thoseof Baffin's Bay, which were strapped to logs of woodto prevent their straying away. In front of thesebaidars there were heaps of skins filled with oil andblubber, &c, and near them some very strong netsfull of dried salmon, suspended to frames made ofdrift wood : these frames also contained, upon stretch-ers, the intestines of whales, which are used for avariety of purposes, particularly for the kamlaikas, asort of shirt which is put over their skin dresses inwet weather. More provident than the inhabitants of MelvillePeninsula, these people had collected an

immensestore of provision, if intended only for the numberof persons we saw. Besides a great many skins ofoil, blubber, and blood, they had about three thou-sand pounds of dried fish.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                399 On the first visit to this party, they constructed achart of the coast upon the sand, of which I tookvery little notice at the time. To-day, however,they renewed their labour, and performed their workupon the sandy beach in a very ingenious and intel-ligible manner. The coast line was first marked outwith a stick, and the distances regulated by the days'journeys. The hills and ranges of mountains werenext shown by elevations of sand or stone, and theislands represented by heaps of pebbles, their propor-tions being duly attended to. As the work proceed-ed, some of the bystanders occasionally

suggestedalterations, and I removed one of the Diomede Is-lands which was misplaced: this was at first object-ed to by the hydrographer; but one of the partyrecollecting that the islands were seen in one fromCape Prince of Wales confirmed its new position,and made the mistake quite evident to the others,who seemed much surprised that we should haveany knowledge of such things. When the moun-tains and islands were erected, the villages and fish-ing stations were marked by a number of sticksplaced upright, in imitation of those which are putup on the coast wherever these people fix theirabode. In time, we had a complete topographicalplan of the coast from Point Darby to Cape Kru-senstern. In this extent of coast line they exhibiteda harbour and a large river situated to the south-ward of Cape Prince of Wales, of neither of whichwe had any previous

knowledge. The harbourcommunicated with an inner basin, named Imau-rook, which was very spacious, and where the waterwas fresh. The entrance to the outer one was sonarrow, that two baidars could not paddle abreastof each other. This they explained by means of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 400                              VOYAGE TO THE two pieces of wood, placed together, and motioningwith their hands that they were paddling. Theythen drew them along till they came to the channel,when they were obliged to follow one another, and,when through, they took up their position, as be-fore. The river was between this harbour and thecape, and by their description it wound among loftymountains, and between high rocky cliffs, and ex-tended further than any of the party had been ableto trace in their baidars. Its name was Youp-nut,and its course must lie between the ranges of moun-tains at the back of Cape Prince of Wales. At thislast

mentioned cape, they placed a village, calledIden-noo; and a little way inland another, namedKing-a-ghee, which was their own winter residence.Beyond Imau-rook there was a bay, of which wehave no knowledge, named I-art-so-rook. A pointbeyond this, which I took to be the entrance toNorton Sound, was the extent of their geographi-cal knowledge in that direction. To the Diomede Islands they gave the names ofNoo-nar-boak, Ignarlook, and Oo-ghe-eyak ; King'sIsland, Oo-ghe-a-book; and Sledge Island, Ayak.It is singular that this island, which was namedSledge Island by Captain Cook, from the circum-stance of one of these implements being found uponit, should be called by a word signifying the samething in the Esquimaux language. For East Capethey had no name, and they had no knowledge ofany other part of the Asiatic coast. Neither Schis-mareff

Bay nor the inlet in the Bay of Good Hopewas delineated by them, though they were not ig-norant of the former when it was pointed out tothem. It has been supposed that these two inlets



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STUAIT.              401 communicate, and that the Esquimaux, who inti-mated to Kotzebue that a boat could proceed ninedays up the latter and would then find the sea,alluded to this junction; but our rude hydrogra-phers knew of no such communication; which Ithink they certainly would, had it existed, as bypursuing that course they would have avoided apassage by sea round Cape Espenburg, which indeep-laden boats is attended with risk, from thechance of their not being able to land upon thecoast. They would, at all events, have preferred aninland navigation had it not been very circuitous. We passed the

greater part of the day with theseintelligent people, who amused us the whole time insome way or other. The chief, previous to ourembarkation, examined every part of our boat, andwas highly pleased with the workmanship, but heseemed to regret that so much iron had been ex-pended where thongs would have served as well.He was more astonished at the weight of a sound-ing lead than at any thing in the boat, never havingfelt any metal so heavy before; iron pyrites beingthe heaviest mineral among this tribe. When we were about to embark, all the villageassembled and took leave of us in the usual mannerof the Esquimaux tribes ; and as it was probable weshould never meet again, the parting, much to ourannoyance, was very affectionate. A middle-agedman, who had taken the lead throughout, and whowas probably their neakoa (or head-man) recom-

mended us to depart from these regions; but I sig-nified my intention of waiting some time longer,and sleeping at least twenty nights where we were;on which he shivered, and drew his arms in from hisvol. i.                             2d



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 402 VOYAGE TO THE sleeves to apprise us of the approaching cold. Ithanked him for his advice, and making them eacha parting present we took our leave. The nextmorning they embarked every thing, and paddledover to Escholtz Bay. After they were gone, wefound some of our flour where the tents had stood,and a quantity of it secreted in a bush near the place;so that their cautious behaviour with regard to ourapproaching their tents the first day was no doubtoccasioned by fear of this discovery ; and they after-wards secreted their plunder in a manner probablynot likely to meet detection. Among this party there was a man so crippledthat he went

upon all fours ; how it occurred wecould not learn, but it was probably in some huntingexcursion, as several of his companions had deepscars which they intimated had been inflicted bywalrusses, which in the following year we found ingreat numbers off the coast. In this party we de-tected a difference of dialect from what we had heardin general, which made their objection to our writ-ing in our books the more provoking, as it prevent-ed us recording any of the variations, except inregard to the negative particle no, which with otherparties was naga, and with these, aun-ga. The fe-males were provided with broad iron bracelets, whichwe had not seen before; and by their having fouror five of them upon each wrist, it appeared thatthis metal, so precious with the tribes to the north-ward, was with them less rare: nevertheless it isvery probable that they intended to appropriate

tothis purpose the iron hoops they had stolen from us. I have said nothing of the dress or features ofthese people, as, with the exception of two of them,



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.            403 they so nearly resemble those already described as torender it unnecessary. These two persons, in thetattooing of the face, and in features, which morenearly resembled those of the Tschutschi, seemed tobe allied to the tribes on the Asiatic coast, withwhom they no doubt have an occasional intercourse. On the first of September our sportsmen succeededin bagging several braces of ptarmigan and wildducks; but game was not so plentiful as might havebeen expected at this season of the year, in a countryso abundantly provided with berries and so scantilyinhabited. It was a pleasure to find that we

couldnow pursue this and other occupations free from theannoyance of moskitos; a nuisance which, what-ever it may appear at first, is in reality not trifling.Dr. Richardson fixes the departure of these insectsfrom Fort Franklin on the 11th of September:here, however, it takes place at least a fortnightearlier. On the 5th I visited the northern side of EscholtzBay, and found the country almost impassable fromswamp, notwithstanding the season was so far ad-vanced. It seemed as if the peaty nature of thecovering obstructed the drainage of the water, whichthe power of the sun had let loose during the sum-mer, and that the frozen state of the ground beneathprevented its escape in that direction. The powerof the sun's rays upon the surface was still great,and large stones and fragments of rock that had beensplit by the frost were momentarily relinquishingtheir hold and falling

down upon the beach. Athermometer exposed upon a piece of black clothrose to 112°, and in the shade stood at 62°. On theside of the hill that sloped to the southward the 2 d 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 404 VOYAGE TO THE willow and birch grew to the height of eighteenfeet, and formed so dense a wood that we could notpenetrate it. The trees bordering upon the beachwere quite dead, apparently in consequence of theirbark having been rubbed through by the ice, whichhad been forced about nine feet above high watermark, and had left there a steep ridge of sand andshingle. The berries were at this time in great per-fection and abundance, and proved a most agreeableaddition to the salt diet of the seamen, who wereoccasionally permitted to land and collect them. The cliffs on this side of Choris Peninsula werecomposed of a green-coloured mica

slate, in whichthe mica predominated, and contained garnets, veinsof feldspar, enclosing crystals of schorl, and had itsfissures filled with quartz ; but I shall avoid sayingany thing on geological subjects here. On the 6th our curiosity was excited by the ap-pearance of two small boats under sail, which, whenfirst seen through a light fog, were so different fromthe sails of the Esquimaux, that our imagination,which had latterly converted every unusual appear-ance in the horizon into the boats of Captain Frank-lin, really led us to conclude he had at length ar-rived ; but as they rounded the point, we clearlydistinguished them to be two native baidars. Wewatched their landing, and were astonished at therapidity with which they pitched their tents, settledthemselves, and transferred to their new habita-tion the contents of the baidars, which they drewout of the sea and turned

bottom upwards. Onvisiting their abode an hour after they landed, everything was in as complete order as if they had beenestablished there a month, and scarcely any thing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               405 was wanting to render their situation comfortable.No better idea could have been conveyed to us ofthe truly independent manner in which this tribewander about from place to place, transporting theirhouses, and every thing necessary to their comfort,than that which was afforded on this occasion. Norwere we less struck with the number of articleswhich their ingenuity finds the means of disposingin their boats, and which, had we not seen themdisembarked, we should have doubted the possibilityof their having been crammed into them. Fromtwo of these they landed fourteen persons, eighttent poles,

forty deer skins, two kyacks, many hun-dred weight of fish, numerous skins of oil, earthenjars for cooking, two living foxes, ten large dogs,bundles of lances, harpoons, bows and arrows, aquantity of whalebone, skins full of clothing, someimmense nets made of hide for taking small whalesand porpoises, eight broad planks, masts, sails, pad-dles, &c, besides sea-horse hides and teeth, and avariety of nameless articles always to be found amongthe Esquimaux. They received us in the most friendly and openmanner, and their conduct throughout was so dif-ferent from that of their predecessors, that had wehad no proof of the latter being guilty of the thefton our flour, this difference of conduct would haveafforded a strong presumption against them. Theparty consisted of two families, each of which hadits distinct property, tents, baidar, &c. They werein feature and language

nearly connected with theKing-a-ghee party, and from what they told us re-sided near them; but to judge from their dressesand establishment thev were of much lower condi-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 406 VOYAGE TO THE tion. However, the women had the same kind ofbeads in their ears, and sewn upon their dresses, andhad evidently been to the same market. We re-marked, however, in two of the young ladies a cus-tom which, when first discovered, created consider-able laughter. When they moved, several bellswere set ringing, and on examining their persons, wediscovered that they had each three or four of theseinstruments under their clothes, suspended to theirwaists, hips, and one even lower down, which wasabout the size of a dustman's bell, but without aclapper. Whether they had disposed of them inthis manner as charms, or

through fear, it was im-possible to say ; but by their polished surface, andthe manner in which they were suspended, they ap-peared to have long occupied these places. Theywere certainly not hung there for convenience, asthe large one in particular must have materially in-commoded the ladies in their walking. One of ourparty suggested that this large bell might, perhaps,be appropriated to the performance of a ceremonymentioned by Muller, in his " Voyages from Asiato America," &c, p. 28., where he states that thebond of friendship or enmity depends upon a guestrinsing his mouth with the contents of the cup,which formed an indispensable part of a very singu-lar custom among the Tschutschi, the people ofCashemir, and some other countries.* Among other things, this party had small bags ofresin, which appeared to be the natural exudation ofthe pine. From their

constantly chewing it, it didnot seem difficult to be had ; and as no trees of thisnature, that we were acquainted with, grew upon the * M. Paulus Venetus, Witsen, and Trigaut.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.            407 coast, we were anxious to learn whence they hadprocured it, but we could not make our acquaint-ances understand our wishes. An old lady, who was the mother of the two girlswith the bells, invited me into her tent, where Ifound her daughters seated amidst a variety of potsand pans, containing the most unsavoury messes,highly repugnant to both the sight and smell of aEuropean, though not at all so to the Esquimaux.These people are in the habit of collecting certainfluids for the purposes of tanning; and that, judgingfrom what took place in the tent, in the most openmanner, in the presence of all the

family. The old matron was extremely good-natured,lively, and loquacious; and took great pleasure intelling us the name of every thing, by which sheproved more useful than any of our former visiters ;and had she but allowed us time to write down oneword before she furnished another, we should havegreatly extended our vocabularies ; but it appearedto her, no doubt, that we could write as fast as shecould dictate, and that the greater number of wordsshe supplied, the more thankful we should be. Sofar from this party having any objection to ourbooks, to which the former one had manifested thegreatest repugnance, they took pleasure in seeingthem, and were very attentive to the manner inwhich every thing was committed to paper. The daughters were fat good-looking girls; theeldest, about thirteen years of age, was marked uponthe chin with a single blue line; but

the other, aboutten, was without any tattooing. I made a sketch ofthe eldest girl, very much to the satisfaction of themother, who was so interested in having her daugh-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 VOYAGE TO THE 408 ter's picture, and so impatient to see it finished, thatshe snatched away the paper several times to observethe progress I was making. The father entered thetent while this was going forward, and observingwhat I was about, called to his son to bring him apiece of board that was lying outside the tent, andto scrape it clean, which indeed was very necessary.Having procured a piece of plumbago from hiswife, he seated himself upon a heap of skins, threwhis legs across, and very good-humouredly com-menced a portrait of me, aping my manner andtracing every feature with the most affected care,whimsically applying his finger to

the point of hispencil instead of a penknife, to the great diversionof his wife and daughters. By the time I had finish-ed my sketch, he had executed his, but with theomission of the hat, which, as he never wore onehimself, he had entirely forgotten; and he was ex-tremely puzzled to know how to place it upon thehead he had drawn. On meeting with the Esquimaux, after the firstsalutation is over an exchange of goods invariablyensues, if the party have any thing to sell, which isalmost always the case; and we were no soonerseated in the tent than the old lady produced severalbags, from which she drew forth various skins, or-namental parts of the dress of her tribe, and smallivory dolls, allowing us to purchase whatever weliked. Our articles of barter were necklaces of bluebeads, brooches, and cutlery, which no sooner cameinto the possession of our hostess than they

weretransferred to a stone vessel half filled with train-oil,where they underwent an Esquimaux purification. We found amongst this party a small Russian



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             409 coin of the Empress Catherine, and the head of ahalberd, which had been converted into a knife;both of which were evidence of the communicationthat must exist between their tribe and those of theAsiatic coasts opposite. We returned on board with a boat full of driedsalmon, and the next day the party visited the ship.Notwithstanding the friendly treatment they hadexperienced the day before, it required much per-suasion to induce them to come upon deck; andeven when some of them were prevailed upon to doso, they took the precaution of leaving with theircomrades in the boat whatever valuable

articles theyhad about their persons. They were shown everything in the ship most likely to interest them, butvery few objects engaged them long, and they passedby some that were of the greatest interest, to bestowtheir attention upon others which to us were ofnone, thus showing the necessity of fully under-standing the nature of any thing before the mindcan properly appreciate its value. The sail-makersewing a canvass bag, and the chain cable, were twoof the objects which most engaged their attention ;the former from its being an occupation they hadthemselves often been engaged in; and the latter asexhibiting to them the result of prodigious labour,as they would naturally conclude that our chains—though so much larger and of so much harder a ma-terial than their own—were made in the same man-ner. The industry and ingenuity of the Esquimauxare, however,

displayed in nothing more than in thefabrication of chains, two or three of which we metwith cut out of a solid piece of ivory. On showingthese people the plates of natural history in Rees's



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 410 VOYAGE TO THE Cyclopaedia, they were far more intelligent thanmight have been expected from the difficulty thatnaturally occurs to uncivilized people in divestingtheir minds of the comparative size of the livinganimal and its picture. But the Esquimaux arevery superior in this respect to the South SeaIslanders, and immediately recognised every animalthey were acquainted with that happened to be inthe book, and supplied me with the following list ofthem:— English Names. Esquimaux Names. English Names. Esquimaux Names. Squirrel Tscy-kereck. Porpoise Agh-bee-zeealt. Fox Kiock-toot. Dog Koo-neah. Musk rat Paoona. Owl Igna-zee-

ioyuck Rein-deer Tootoot. Falcon Kje-goo-ut. *Musk ox Mzgn-ugne. Grouse A-hag-ght-iick. White bear Tsu-nark. Snipe Niick-too-o-lit. Walrus Ei-bwo-ah. Vulture Keegli-aght. Seal Kasi-gou-ak. Swan Tadi-dracht. Otter Te-glie-ak-book. Duck Ew-uck. Porcupine Tgla-koo-sok. Puffin KoSli-nockt. Mouse Koobla-ook, Plover Tud-glict. Beaver Ka-boo-ek. Pelican PUbli-arh-tooh. Hare Oo-good-ligh. Salmon Ish-allooli. Goat Ip-nu-uck. Flounder Ek-anee-luk. Sheep Ok-shulk. Guard fish Iz-riee-a-ook. *Bull (musk?) Moung-mak. Crab Edloti-azrey-uk. White horse Izoo-kar-iick. Shrimp Nowd-lennok. Narwhal Tse-doo-ak. Lobster Poo-cce-o-tuk. Whale Ah-ow-look. Butterfly Tar-dle-oot-zuk. Among which there are three animals—the goat,the sheep, and the horse—hitherto unknown uponthis coast: probably the sheep may refer to the *? See Observations on these names attached to

the Vocabularyin the Appendix.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERTNG'S STRAIT.              411 argali, which has been seen near Cook's River. Bythe time I had collected these names, our visitershad become impatient to join their comrades, whoin like manner, finding them a long time absent,had become equally anxious on their account, andhad quitted the boat in search of them, and bothparties met upon deck to their mutual satisfaction.Previous to their going away we made them severaluseful presents of axes, knives, combs, &c. for whichthey seemed thankful, and offered in return a fewskins, pointing at the same time to the south sideof the sound, where their habitations probably

were,intimating that if we went there they would giveus more. They then pushed off their baidars, restedon their paddles for a minute, and made off as fastas they could, to give us an idea of the swiftness oftheir boat, which seems to be a favourite practice. Next day we revisited their abode, and foundthat the price of every article had been raised severalhundred per cent., and that nothing of reasonablevalue would induce them to part with either bowsor arrows; so that our generosity of the precedingday had not left any durable impression. Every visit to these parties furnished some newinsight into their manners, though it was but tri-fling : on this occasion we witnessed a smokingparty in which the women and children partookequally with the men. The pipe used on this occa-sion was small, and would contain no more tobaccothan could be consumed at a whiff. To these

in-struments there were attached a pricker and a strip ofdog's skin, from the last of which they tore off a fewhairs, and placed them at the bottom of the bowl ofthe pipe to prevent the tobacco, which was chopped



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 412                           VOYAGE TO THE up very fine, being drawn into the mouth with thesmoke. The tobacco which they used had pieces ofwood cut up fine with it, a custom which is nodoubt derived from the Tschutschi, who use thebark of the birch-tree in this manner, and imagineit improves the quality of the herb.* The pipebeing charged with about a pinch of this material,the senior person present took his whiff and passedthe empty pipe to the next, who replenished it andpassed it on, each person in his turn inflating him-self to the fullest extent, and gradually dissipatingthe fumes through the nostrils. The pungencyof the smoke, and the time

necessary to hold thebreath, occasioned considerable coughing with someof the party, but they nevertheless appeared greatlyto enjoy the feast. On the 8th, Spafarief Bay, which had been butlittle explored by Captain Kotzebue, underwent asatisfactory examination, and was found to terminatein a small creek navigable a very short distance, andthat by boats only. Its whole extent inland is aboutthree miles, when it separates into a number of smallbranches communicating with several lakes, which,in the spring, no doubt, discharge a large quantityof fresh water into the sound, though at this dryseason of the year they were of inconsiderable size.A little to the northward of the creek there is apointed hill just 640 feet high by measurement,from whence we surveyed the surrounding country,and found that this side of the sound also was coveredwith a deep swampy moss.

The summit of this hill,and indeed of all the others that were ascended in thesound, was the only part destitute of this covering. * Dobell's Travels in Siberia.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND DEERING'S STRAIT.              413 The beach was strewed with a great quantity ofdrift wood, some of which was in a very perfectstate, and appeared to have been recently split withwedges by the natives, who had carried away largeportions of the trunks to make their bows, arrows,and fishing implements. They were all pine-treesexcept one, which by the bark appeared to be asilver birch. On the 10th we had the satisfaction to see thebarge coming down to us under a press of canvass,and the most lively expectations were formed untilshe approached near enough to discover that the ap-pointed signal of success was wanting at her

mast-head. Though unfortunate in accomplishing whatwe most anxiously desired, her voyage was attendedwith advantage. We had the satisfaction to learnfrom her commander when he came on board thathe had discovered a large extent of coast beyondthe extreme cape which we had seen from the mast-head of the ship on the 15th ultimo, and which Ihad named after Captain Franklin; and had pro-ceeded to the latitude of 71° 23' 31" N. and to156° 21' 30" W., where the coast formed a low nar-row neck beyond which it was impossible to pro-ceed to the eastward, in consequence of the icebeing attached to the land, and extending along thehorizon to the northward. The boat had not been at this point many hours,before the wind changed to south-west, and set thewhole body of ice in motion toward the land. Thiswas a case in which Mr. Elson had received

strictorders to return immediately, and he accordinglybegan to retrace his route; but in so doing he foundthat, in addition to the disadvantage of a contrary



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 414 VOYAGE TO THE wind, he had to contend with a current running tothe north-east at the rate of three miles and a halfan hour, and with large pieces of floating ice whichhe found it very difficult to avoid, until he was atlast obliged to anchor to prevent being carried back.It was not long before he was so closely beset in theice, that no clear water could be seen in any direc-tion from the hills ; and the ice continuing to pressagainst the shore, his vessel was driven upon thebeach, and there left upon her broadside in a mosthelpless condition; and to add to his cheerless pro-spect, the disposition of the natives, whom he hadfound to increase in

numbers as he advanced to thenorthward, was of very doubtful character. AtPoint Barrow, where they were extremely numerous,their overbearing behaviour, and the thefts theyopenly practised, left no doubt of what would bethe fate of his little crew in the event of its fall-ing into their power. They were in this dilemmaseveral days, during which every endeavour wasmade to extricate the vessel, but without effect;and Mr. Elson contemplated sinking her secretlyin a lake that was near, to prevent her falling intothe hands of the Esquimaux, and then makinghis way along the coast in a baidar, which he hadno doubt he should be able to purchase from thenatives. At length, however, a change of windloosened the ice; and after considerable labour andtoil, in which the personal strength of the officerswas united to that of the seamen, our shipmates for-tunately succeeded in

effecting their escape. The farthest tongue of land which they reachedis conspicuous as being the most northerly point yetdiscovered on the continent of America; and I



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEIUNG'S STRAIT.               415 named it Point Barrow to mark the progress of Cii^F'northern discovery on each side the American con- *—-v"-tinent which has been so perseveringly advocated fgfe.by that distinguished member of our naval admi-nistration. It lies 126 miles to the north-east ofIcy Cape, and is only 146 miles from the extremeof Captain Franklin's discoveries in his progresswestward from the Mackenzie River. The baywhich appeared to be formed to the eastward of thispoint I named Elson's Bay, in compliment to theofficer in command of the barge; and the extremepoint of our discoveries after Captain Franklin,

thecommander of the land expedition. I could havewished that this point had been marked by someconspicuous headland -worthy of the name bestowedupon it; but my hope is that the officer who maybe so fortunate as to extend our discoveries will dohim the justice to transfer his name to the first ob-ject beyond it more deserving of the honour. Tothe nearest conspicuous object to the southward ofPoint Barrow I attached the name of Smyth, incompliment to the second officer of the barge, andto the points and inlets to the southward I withpleasure affixed the names of the officers of the ship,whose merits entitled them to this distinction. I will no longer anticipate the journal of theseinteresting proceedings, in which are recordedseveral particulars relating to the natives, the cur-rents, and the geography of these regions ; and bywhich it is evident that the officers and crew

ac-quitted themselves in the most persevering andzealous manner, equally honourable to themselvesand to their country. I shall merely remark uponthe facts which the journal sets forth, that it



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 416                        VOYAGE TO THE CxfP* was fortunate the ship did not continue near the v-"y—?* ice, as she would have been unable to beat suc- 1826. cessfully against the current, and the violence of the gale would probably have either entangled her amongst the ice, or have driven her on shore. The narrative was kept by Mr. Smyth under thesuperintendence of his commander, whose more im-portant duties of surveying prevented his recordingmore than the necessary detail of a log-book. Inpublishing it, I have given the most important partsof it in Mr. Smyth's own words, and have only com-pressed the matter where it could be done with pro-

priety and advantage.
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Barge of H. M.Ship Blossom in quest of Captain Franklin, and toexplore the Coast 2V. E. of Icy Cape. After the signal was made by the Blossom on chap.the night of the 17th of August, to carry orders <—-v-"-'into execution, the barge stood in-shore, and the ^th™" °next morning was off Icy Cape. Having a contrary Barse-wind, she beat up along the land to the N. E., andshortly after noon the officers landed opposite a vil-lage of yourts, which was found to be deserted, andthe houses to be closed up for the summer. Thesehabitations closely resembled those of the Esqui- vol. i.                            2 E



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 418                              VOYAGE TO THE CxitP' maux> which have been already described. Thev-~>~-' country here was covered with a thick peat, whichorthe"" retained the water and made it very swampy andBarge' almost impassable. Upon the beach there wasfound an abundance of coal and drift-wood. Work-ing to the north-eastward from this village, theydiscovered a shoal with only eight feet water uponit lying about 150 yards from the beach, whichhaving deep water within it, offered a securityagainst the ice in the event of its closing the shore,and they did not fail to bear in mind the advantageit might afford in a moment of necessity.

Aboutmidnight they were visited by four baidars contain-ing about sixty persons, from whom they expectedto obtain a supply of venison, as this kind of provi-sion is, generally speaking, abundant to the north-ward of Cape Lisburn; but being disappointed,they continued their progress along the land. Onthe morning of the 20th there was a fall of snow,and the weather turned very cold. They foundthemselves off a village, and were visited by severalbaidars, the crews of which were very anxious toget alongside the barge, and in so doing one of thebaidars was upset. An Esquimaux dress is very illadapted to aquatic exercises, and persons acquaintedwith it would think there was considerable danger inbeing plunged into the sea thus habited; but thenatives in the other baidars did not seem to reflectupon these consequences, and laughed most immo-derately at the accident:

they, however, went tothe assistance of their friends, and rescued themall. It must have been a cold dip for these people,as the rigging and masts were partially coveredwith ice.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              419 About noon they landed to procure observations, °™and found the latitude of this part of the coast to be «?—v-70° 43' 47" N., and longitude, from the bearings of ofthe"Wainwright Inlet, 159° 46' W. Here a post was Barge-erected for Captain Franklin, on which the follow-ing inscription was painted: " Blossom's tender,Sunday, August 20th, latitude 70° 43' N., boundalong the coast to the N. E. If Captain Franklinshould pass this place, he will probably leave somememorandum." The coast was here low, and moredry than that in the vicinity of Wainwright Inlet,with a beach of sand and gravel mixed, upon

whichthere was an abundance of coal and drift-wood. Inthe evening they passed several yourts, but saw noinhabitants until nine o'clock, when several came offand annoyed the crew with their importunities anddisorderly conduct. The coast was here more popu-lous than any where to the southward, which theirvisiters probably thought a good protection againstthe small force of our boat, and they were not easilydriven away. On the 21st they arrived off a chain of sandyislands lying some distance from the main land,which I have distinguished by the name of the SeaHorse Islands. As the wind was light and baffling,they landed upon several of these for observations;and tracking the boat along the shore, at eight in theevening they arrived at the point to which I trans-ferred the name of Cape Franklin, from the cliff onthe main land to which I had originally given thatname, as

I found by the discoveries of Mr. Elsonthat the cliff was not actually the coast line.* From * See the Chart.2 E 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 420 VOYAGE TO THE Cape Franklin, the coast, still consisting of a chainof sandy islands lying off the main land, turned tothe south-east and united with the main land, form-ing a bay on which I bestowed the name of myfirst lieutenant, Mr. Peard. Two posts were founderected on Cape Franklin, upon which another no-tice was painted. The surface of the beach was afine sand, but by digging a few inches down it wasmixed with coal; there was here also, as at theirformer station, a great quantity of drift-wood. Offthese islands they were visited by several baidars,the people in which behaved in a very disorderlymanner, attempted several depredations,

and evencut a piece out of one of the sails of the boat whileit was lying upon the gunwale. Finding the nativesinclined to part with one of their baidars, she waspurchased for two hatchets, under the impressionthat she might be useful to the boat hereafter.Having run twenty-nine miles along the coast tothe N.E., they again landed and obtained some lunarobservations. The coast here assumed a differentaspect, and consisted of clay cliffs about fifty feethigh, and presented an ice formation resembling thatwhich has been described in Escholtz Bay. Theinterior of the country was flat, and only partiallycovered with snow. A short distance to the north-ward of them a river discharged itself into a lakewithin the shingly beach, which was about twentyyards wide, and the water being perfectly fresh, theyobtained a supply, and pursued their course to thenorth-east. Their latitude was

70° 58' 43" N.; andno ice had as yet been seen, even from the hills.This excited the greatest hopes in our adventurousshipmates, who advanced quite elated at the pro-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             421 spect; but they had not proceeded many miles fur- c^p-ther before some bergs were seen in the offing nearly <—v-»-in the same parallel in which the margin of the ice ^a,'hrflvehad been found by the ship; and from the number Barse-of bergs increasing as they advanced, the sanguineexpectations in which they had indulged graduallydiminished. These bergs were seen off a point ofland to which I gave the name of Smyth, in compli-ment to the officer who accompanied the boat expe-dition, and very deservedly obtained his promotionfor that service. In the course of their run theypassed a village, where

the inhabitants, seeing themso near, came out of their yourts, and men, women,children, and dogs set up a loud hallooing until theywere gone. Upon Cape Smyth there was also a vil-lage, the inhabitants of which accosted them withthe same hooting noises as before. Advancing to the northward with the wind offthe land, they saw the main body of ice about sevenmiles distant to the westward, and were much en-cumbered by the icebergs, which they could onlyavoid by repeatedly altering the course. The landfrom Cape Smyth, which was about forty-five feetin height, sloped gradually to the northward, andterminated in a low point which has been namedPoint Barrow. From the rapidity with which theboat passed the land, there appears to have been acurrent setting to the north-east. The water, abouthalf a mile from the cape, was between six andseven fathoms deep.

Wednesday, 23rd Aug. " Arriving about twoa. m. off the low point, we found it much encum-bered with ice, and the current setting N.W. (mag.)between three and four miles an hour. Opening



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 422 VOYAGE TO THE the prospect on its eastern side, the view was ob-structed by a barrier of ice which appeared to joinwith the land. This barrier seemed high ; but asthere was much refraction, in this we might possiblyhave been deceived. The weather assuming a veryunsettled appearance in the offing, (and the S.E.breeze dying away,) we had every reason to expectthe wind from the westward; and knowing theice to extend as far south as 71", the consequencesthat would attend such a shift were so evident, thatwe judged it prudent not to attempt penetratingany farther, especially in this advanced state of theseason. Accordingly we anchored within

the eighthof a mile of the point, under shelter of an icebergabout fourteen feet high, and from fifty to sixtyfeet in length, that had grounded in four fathomswater. On the eastern side of the point there wasa village, larger than any we had before seen, con-sisting entirely of yourts. The natives, on seeingus anchor, came down opposite the boat in greatnumbers, but seemed very doubtful whether to treatus as friends or enemies. We made signs of friend-ship to them; and a couple of baidars reluctantlyventured off and accepted a few beads and some to-bacco, which on their return to the shore inducedseveral others to visit us. These people were clothedlike the Esquimaux we had seen on the other partsof the coast: their implements were also the same,except that we thought they were more particularin constructing the bow, the spring of which wasstrengthened with

whalebone. Many of the men wore, as lip ornaments, slabs ofbone and stone in an oblong shape, about three inchesin length and one in breadth. They were much



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              4,23 more daring than any people we had before seen, andattempted many thefts in the most open manner.Tobacco was the most marketable article; but, ex-cepting their implements, ornaments, or dress, theyhad nothing worth purchasing. They were exceed-ingly difficult to please, and not at all satisfied withwhat was given in exchange, insisting, after a bar-gain had been transacted, on having more for theirarticles. One of them who came alongside in a cai-ack, having obtained some tobacco that was offeredfor a lance, was resolute in not delivering up either ;and Mr. Elson, considering that if such conduct

wastamely submitted to they would be still more inclinedto impose, endeavoured by threats to regain the to-bacco, but without effect. More boats coming off,and proving by their audacity equally troublesome,we thought it would be most advantageous to keepthe barge under sail, which in all probability wouldprevent any thing serious occurring. Before weigh-ing, the baidar was broken up, as her weight wouldmaterially impede our progress in working to wind-ward on our return ; the hides were taken as a cover-ing for the deck, and the frame-work destroyed forfire-wood. During the time we were at anchor, thewind shifted to S.W., and we stood to the N.W.with a light breeze; but finding ourselves driftingrapidly to the northward by the current, we wereagain obliged to anchor, Point Barrow bearing S. byE.iE. two and a half miles. Here we remainedtill eight o'clock. This point is

the termination toa spit of land, which on examination from the boat'smast-head seemed to jut out several miles from themore regular coast line. The width of the neck didnot exceed a mile and a half, and apparently in some



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 424                              VOYAGE TO THE places less. The extremity was broader than anyother part, had several small lakes of water on it,which were frozen over, and the village before spokenof is situated on its eastern shore. The-eastern sideof this neck trended in a S. S.W. (mag.) directionuntil it became lost to the eye by being joined witha body of ice that encircled the horizon in the N. E.This union scarcely left us room to hazard an opi-nion which direction it afterwards took; but from thecircumstance of the current setting at the rate ofthree miles and a half an hour N. E. (true), and theice all drifting to that quarter, we were induced

toconjecture that its continuation led well to theeastward. It was our original intention to have remained atthe point till noon, landed, and obtained if possibleall the necessary observations, besides depositinginstructions for Captain Franklin ; but the charac-ter of the natives entirely frustrated our plans, andobliged us, to avoid an open rupture, to quit theanchorage — a circumstance we greatly regretted,as we had anticipated gathering much informationrespecting the coast to the eastward, and on otherpoints of importance. The nights had hithertobeen beautifully clear and fine, and we were verysanguine of obtaining a number of lunar distanceswith the sun, being the only means we had of ascer-taining correctly our farthest easting, as the patentlog, we knew, from the strength of current, could inno way be depended on. At nine we weighed, and,stemming the

current, stood in for the low point, offwhich there was an iceberg aground, on which weresolved to wait till noon for the latitude. On ourway thither we passed another extensive iceberg *



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              425 aground in six fathoms water, and not more thaneight or ten feet above the surface. At noon wewere favoured with a clear sun, and determined ourlatitude to be 71° 24' 59" N., Lunar anchorage bear-ing from the place of observation one mile north(true), and the north-eastern part of Point BarrowS. E. § E. (mag.) 1^'. From which the position ofPoint Barrow, the most northern part known of theAmerican continent, is latitude 71° 23' 81" N., longi-tude 156° 21' 30" W. The azimuth sights made thevariation 41° east. The breeze still continuing light from the S. E.(although the clouds were approaching from

thewestward), we made all sail to the southward, andwith great reluctance left this remarkable pointwithout being able to leave any traces of our havingvisited it for Captain Franklin. The wind aboutone p. M. began gradually to fall, and at two it wasperfectly calm. Unfortunately we were now in toomuch water to anchor, and were, without the possi-bility of helping it, being set to the N. E. by thecurrent at the rate of three miles and a half an hour.By four o'clock we had lost all we had made duringthe day, with a prospect, if it continued calm, ofbeing drifted quite off the land—an accident that,had it occurred, would have placed our little vesselin a very serious situation. We were not, however,long in this state of suspense; for an air came againfrom the eastward, which strengthening a little, andwith the boat ahead towing, we made good progresstowards the land, where, if it once

more fell calm, wecould retain our position with the anchor. Whenwe had by towing and pulling got within a mile ofthe beach (and about two miles west of the point),
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 42b' VOYAGE TO THE nineteen of the natives came down opposite us, arm-ed with bows, arrows, and spears, and imagining thatit was our intention to land motioned us to keep off,and seemed quite prepared for hostilities. Some ofthem were stripped almost naked. They preserveda greater silence than we found customary amongthem, one only speaking at a time, and apparentlyinterrogating us. Notwithstanding this show ofresistance, we still advanced nearer to the shore, asbeing more out of the current and favourable to ourviews, at the same time having the arms in readinessin case of an attack. When within about thirty yards of the beach, welost the wind,

and continued pulling and towingalong shore, the natives walking abreast of us uponthe beach. At eight p. m. we passed a village ofeight tents and four boats, but saw neither womennor children. Whilst approaching this village, weperceived the men hauling their baidars higher upon the beach, fearful, as we supposed, that we shouldmolest them. Their dogs, as usual, set up a mostabominable yelling. About eleven our pedestriansbegan to lag, and shortly after made a general halt,watched us for a little while, and then turned back.At midnight we reached Cape Smyth, and consider-ing ourselves tolerably well secure from the ice (nothaving seen any until our arrival off this point on theevening before), and the crew being much tired, weanchored, hoping that a few hours would bring abreeze—not caring from which quarter, as we feltconfident that, before the ice could approach

nearenough to block us, we should be able to reach theSea Horse Islands, where we made certain of beingclear. The night dark and cloudy.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             427 Thursday, 24th August. At two a. m., a finebreeze rising at E. S. E., we weighed, but found thecurrent so strong against us that we lost ground andanchored again : the current setting north (mag.)three miles and a half an hour. At three we werealarmed at the sudden appearance of the ice, whichwas drifting fast down on us. No time was to belost. The crew were instantly sent on shore with awarp. We got up the anchor, and hauled withineight or ten yards of the beach, it being steepenough to admit our proceeding thus close. Wenow began tracking the boat along, and proceededfor a short time without much

difficulty ; but theice increasing fast, and the pieces getting larger,she received some violent blows. The main bodynearing the shore to the distance of about 100 yardsleft this space less incumbered, and occasioned anincrease in the rapidity of the current one knot anhovir. To add to our perplexities, at five the windfreshened up at south (directly against us), and wealso had the mortification to observe the ice speedilyconnecting with the beach, scarcely leaving an openspace visible. Nothing now but the greatest exer-tion could extricate the boat; and the creAV, willingto make the most of every trifling advantage, gavea hearty cheer, and forced her through thick andheavy ice until we rounded a projecting point thathad hitherto obstructed our view. This, however,could only be accomplished with considerable labourand risk ; for here, as in many other places, we hadto take the track-

line up cliffs, frequently coveredwith hard snow and ice, which, hanging a consider-able distance over the water, prevented the possi-bility of getting round beneath. The rope was



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 428 VOYAGE TO THE then obliged to be thrown down, and the upper endheld fast, until the crew hauled themselves up oneby one; and in this manner we continued along thecliff until the beach again made its appearance.But here even we found it no easy task to walk, onaccount of small loose shingle, in which we oftensunk to the knees ; and having the weight of the boatat the same time, it became excessively fatiguing.On opening the prospect south of this point, ourspirits were greatly enlivened at perceiving thechannel clear for a long way, and hoping that byconstant tracking we should do much towards get-ting clear of the ice, we divided the

crew into twoparties, gave each man a dram, and sent one divisionon board to rest, whilst the other laboured at theline. About eight a. m. the wind freshened soheavily against us, that we contemplated whetheror not it would be advantageous to make a trialwith the canvass, particularly as the main body ofice was a little more distant from the shore ; butremembering our position at two p. m. on the pre-ceding day, we agreed that the current was toostrong, and that if we should get encircled by theice we must inevitably be separated from the shore,carried back with the stream, or forced to sea. Thedifficulty of drawing the boat against so strong awind and current became now very great, and webegan to seek a place where she might be laid freeof the ice. But the straight line of coast offered usno prospect of such an asylum : we therefore de-termined to prosecute our first

intention of perse-vering in our endeavours as long as possible. Byeleven a. m. we reached a village of nine tents, andtrusted through the influence of tobacco, beads, &c. -



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              42<) to receive some assistance from the inhabitants.Two of them approached us at first with some dif-fidence ; but Mr. Elson throwing the presents onshore, and myself going to meet them, after muchgesticulation denoting peaceable intentions, we join-ed company. The ratification of rubbing noses andcheeks being over, a leaf of tobacco given to eachsoon gained their confidence. One of them, an oldman, seemed very thankful for his present, offeringme any part of his garment as a reimbursement,which I declined accepting. Seeing so friendlyan interview, several more ventured towards us ;and learning from

their companions the treasures Ipossessed, were very eager to obtain some. By afew signs I easily made them understand that then-assistance at the track-line would be amply re-warded. Six or seven directly took hold of therope; and our people relaxing a little in their ex-ertions, though continuing at the line, we proceededalong gaily ; but I was frequently obliged to haverecourse to the presents to keep them pulling. Wehad not passed the tents more than half a mile whena new and a very serious difficulty presented itself—the mouth of a river into which the current setwith great velocity, carrying with it large masses ofice. After many attempts we succeeded in gettinga line across; but had no sooner accomplished it,than it broke, and our repeated trials for a longtime were unsuccessful. Eventually we managedto overcome this obstacle, and had just got the boatto the opposite

shore when she grounded ; and thecurrent setting strong against her, all our exertionsto get her afloat were ineffectual. A few minutesbefore this accident, Mr. Elson, who was on board,
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 430 VOYAGE TO THE hailed me, saying that the channel after crossing theriver looked more favourable than ever. Cheeredby this report, we worked harder; but so quick wasthe ice in its movement, that in a few moments wewere enclosed on all sides. Nothing more towardsfreeing the boat could now be done, therefore wecarried out her anchors to the shore and secured her,contemplating a retreat by land should we not be sofortunate as to get clear. On looking to the south-ward, we found the ice perfectly compact, and con-nected with the shore, not leaving visible a space ofwater three yards in diameter. The crew now en-joyed a little rest; and Mr.

Elson decided that weshould remain by the boat until the 1st of Septem-ber, on which day, should no chance appear ofliberating her, we were to start by land for Kotze-bue Sound. Some large ice gounding to windward partiallysheltered the boat; but as her situation was on thesouthern bank of the entrance to the river, the cur-rent swept with force round, bringing occasionallysome heavy ice in contact with the boat, the vio-lence of which hove her into a foot and a half lesswater than she drew; and the sand soon formed abank on the outside, leaving her quite bedded. Atsix p. M. the current had almost subsided. A mostcheerless prospect presented itself, the whole seabeing covered with ice sufficiently compact to walkupon; and the clouds becoming heavy and flyingswiftly from the S. W., offered not the smallest hopeof our escape. The water had likewise fallen a footand a

half, leaving the boat nearly dry. Our feel-ings now were indescribable, as it appeared veryevident that we should be obliged to abandon our



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               431 little vessel, and perform the journey to ChamissoIsland on foot — an undertaking we were by nomeans adequate to, and which the advanced state ofthe season would render extremely fatiguing. Ateight we ascended a hill, but saw not the slightestchance of an opening, the ice to the southward be-ing very compact as far as the eye could reach, andvarying in its height from twelve to two feet abovethe level of the sea. At midnight the weather wascold, dark, and foggy, and seemed to indicate a S. W.gale. Friday, 25th Aug. At four this morning thecurrent appeared to resume something of its

formerrapidity, causing the ice to move to the northward,and leaving small openings. This gave us fainthopes of a release; but the wind springing up aswe had anticipated, soon extinguished them. Afterbreakfast Ave again visited the hill, but with nobetter success than before. The tide returning orebbing from the river brought back with it a quan-tity of the ice, almost every piece of which driftedathwart the boat; so that we determined on gettingher afloat, and shifting her to a better berth, wherewe should be ready to avail ourselves of the small-est prospect of getting clear. Having laid out ananchor astern, we with much difficulty got herthrough the sand bank that had formed itself roundus; and finding that at her own length farther out achannel was left for the ice to drive either out orinto the river, we secured her to a large berg thathad grounded and afforded us much shelter.

To-wards noon a number of natives visited us, and werepresented with tobacco, &c. Among them was theold man spoken of the day before; who, on re- s.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 4,32 VOYAGE TO THE ceiving his present, offered up what we concludedto be a prayer, at the same time blowing with hismouth, as if imploring an east wind and the disper-sion of the ice.—In the afternoon the wind had in-creased to a gale. We went to the hill, and thereobserved the line of ice within the horizon, and thesea breaking very heavily outside: we saAv also anumber of large bergs drifting down. At four, freshgales, with heavy squalls —the ice around us becameclosely wedged, the pieces being forced one overanother, forming a solid mass. The body of ice inthe offing was still drifting to the northward. Thisday Mr. Elson.determined, if we

should be compel-led to quit the boat, to take every thing out of herexcept the gun, to remove her into the deepest partof the river, and there sink her, so as to prevent thenatives from destroying or breaking her up to obtainthe iron; from which situation, should we visit thiscoast next year, she might with little trouble beraised. The stores and rigging also we resolved tobury, and to leave directions where they might befound. On visiting the village (which v/as abouthalf a mile distant), the natives were uncommonlycivil. They resided in tents, the frames of whichwere made with poles, and covered with seal-skins :the bottom or floor was merely a few logs laid side-wise on the ground: inside there was a second lin-ing of reindeer skin, which did not reach quite tothe top: this constituted the whole of their dwell-ing. Their principal food appeared to be reindeerand seal's flesh;

and having procured more thansufficient of these animals for present use, they hadburied the overplus in the sand, to be kept untilrequired. They very generously led us to a seal



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              43S that had been thus deposited. The flesh and blub-ber which had been separated were wrapped in theskin, and were in a most disgusting oily state. Oneof the natives put in his hand, stirred up the contents,and offered us some, the sight of which alone wasenough to turn one's stomach. He seemed to pityour want of taste, and sucked his fingers with thegreatest relish. Each of the crew having providedhimself with native boots, &c. for travelling in,returned to the boat. During the night the galeabated and the wind fell almost calm, and it beganto freeze hard. Wherever there was any openingbefore, the

water was covered with young ice. Thetide here rose and fell from eighteen to twentyinches:—the time of change very irregular, probablyinfluenced by the ice. Saturday, 26th Aug. Our chance of getting clearseemed more remote now than ever, and we com-menced making preparations for the land journey.The crew were sent on shore to exercise their limbs,and train themselves for walking. We traced thewindings of the river for some distance ; the bankswere high on each side. It seemed deep, and itsturnings frequent and sudden. The only animalwe saw was a red fox, which avoided our pursuit.In the evening we returned to the boat — the wea-ther still frosty. Sunday, 27th Aug. We had a sharp frost duringthe night, attended with frozen particles, whichfell like dust, and covered our clothes. The windlight from the S. W., with a thick fog. The fresh-water ponds were

frozen to the thickness of halfan inch. After eight a. m. Mr. Elson and myselfwalked along the beach to reconnoitre the state of voi,. i.                            2 f



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 434                              VOYAGE TO THE the ice. We found that, if we could cut the boatthrough about a quarter of a mile of ice, we shouldget into about double that distance of clear water,and returned on board with the determination toaccomplish this. Having got the boat afloat, webegan our arduous task of cutting and hauling herthrough the ice. The natives, seeing us thus em-ployed, very kindly came (unasked) and lent theirassistance. We persevered in our labours till halfpast three, by which time we had moved the boata mile and a half south of her former position.Another and more formidable barrier was now op-posed to us, eonsisting of

extensive pieces of iceaground, closely wedged together by smaller masses,under which we anchored. After dinner Mr. Elsonand myself again visited the cliffs, and thought wecould perceive a zigzag channel which afforded ahope of liberation, provided we could force herthrough the present obstacle. Immediately we goton board, we commenced cutting a passage; buthad no sooner made an opening, than it was filledby the current drifting smaller pieces of ice down.These we for some time kept cutting and clearingaway; but after two hours and a half of hard work,we found our exertions endless, and relinquishedthe attempt. In the evening the wind veered to theS. E. and the breeze, though light from this quar-ter, put some of the smaller pieces of ice in motionoff the land. We remained up till midnight, al-though fatigued with the toils of the day, and thewind having

increased to a fresh breeze, had theconsolation to witness the moving of several of thelarger pieces. The collision that now took place,owing to the shift of wind (the ice in the offing still



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.                435 holding its former course, whilst that in-shore wasopposed to it), occasioned a grinding noise not un-like to that of a heavy roaring surf. Having fullysatisfied ourselves of the departure of the ice, if thewind should hold its present direction and force,we re-tired to rest, anxiously waiting the following morning.Monday, 28th Aug. Rising early, we had thegreat satisfaction to see that the formidable barrierwhich yesterday afternoon had been proof againstour attempts, had nearly all drifted to sea, and thatthe coast, as far as we could discern, was fast clear-ing of ice. The wind blew strong at S. S. E.;

andevery preparation being made for weighing, aftera hasty breakfast the anchor was got up, and ourlittle vessel again bounded through the waters.Our tacking now was very uncertain, as in someplaces the ice still remained thick, and obliged usto perform that evolution twice or thrice in thespace of a few minutes; and as we made it a rulenot to bear up for any thing, we had some closerubs. By two p. M. we could see the southerntermination of the main body of ice. There werestill a number of large pieces aground, and muchdrift about us; the current setting to the north-ward at the rate of a mile and a half an hour. Atthree the wind fell light. A heavy swell from theS. W. occasioned a furious surf along the beach, andobliged us to keep well out to sea. The ice stillextending far to windward made our situation verycritical should the wind blow hard from the S. W.It now fell

calm, with heavy clouds in the S. W.;and being in want of water, we procured a supplyfrom the bergs that were near us. We watchedevery cloud with the greatest anxiety, and at eight 2f2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 436 VOYAGE TO THE observed them coming steadily from the westward,bringing with them a thick fog. We then stood tothe northward until we reached the ice, when wetacked to the southward, and sailed along its mar-gin. There were several walruses upon it, whichat our approach bundled into the water. We hadscarcely got clear of this field or body of ice, whenit again fell calm—the clouds very heavy, and athick fog. Finding that the current was again set-ting us to the northward at the rate of two milesand a half an hour, we anchored, and had no soonerdone so, than several large detached bergs were seendriving rapidly.down in our hawse. We again

gotup the anchor, and towed the boat in-shore, wherewe anchored again, and kept a vigilant look-out. Tuesday, 29th Aug. In the course of the nightthe S. W. swell went down, and at one this morninga light air spi'ang up from the S. E. Weighed andstood in-shore, the wind gradually freshening. Inrunning along the land, passed a quantity of driftice. At noon, saw another body of ice about twomiles distant, extending about eleven miles N. andS.; and as we were not yet far enough south to seeCape Franklin, we were apprehensive the ice mightjoin it, in which case we should be again beset. Inthe afternoon, with great pleasure, we passed be-tween it and the southern extremity of the ice atthe distance of a mile and a half. At three it againfell calm—Cape Franklin, W. S. W. one mile. Wewere preparing to go on shore to deposit a bottle forCaptain Franklin, which we had not done

on ourway to the northward, when a fresh gale suddenlyrising at W. S. W. obliged us to abandon the pro-ject, as not a moment was to be lost in getting out



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERINGS STRAIT.              437 of the bight, lest the ice (which experience had nowtaught us was quick in its motion) might againenclose us. The weather continued very unsettledduring the night. Wednesday, 30th Aug. Having rounded thepoint, we ran fifty miles on a S. W. course. Thewind then suddenly shifted to the S. W., and blewvery strong. We shortened sail to the close-reefedmainsail and storm-jib, and stood off and on shore.In the evening we had showers of snow and sleet,and at midnight strong gales with squalls of snow. Thursday, 31st Aug. At two A. M. a heavy squallcame on which split the mainsail, and a little beforefour

the staysail shared the same fate. Towards themorning the weather Avas more moderate, accompa-nied with rain. Shortly after eight the wind sud-denly veered to W. N. W. and blew strong. Set theclose-reefed foresail, andfurled the other sails, steeringS. S. W. Noon, more moderate. Latitude observed70° 213' N. The remainder of the day was fine. Friday, 1st Sept. Our stock of wood and waterbeing expended, we hauled towards the land andmade all sail; but as we drew in, the wind graduallydecreased in strength, and before we obtained sightof the land it was almost calm. The breeze, how-ever, again favoured us, and about sunset we reachedwithin a short distance of the shore, on that partwhere the high land recedes from the coast. Theboat was soon despatched to procure what we want-ed ; but in our thirsty moments we did not perceivethat the pool from which we

procured the water wasbrackish ; having however rilled our casks with it,and obtained some fuel, we again put to sea, withthe wind from the southward.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 438 VOYAGE TO THE Saturday, 2d Sept. Working along-shore. Nooncalm and fine. Sent the boat on shore to get a sup-ply of better water. Found all the pools near thebeach very brackish ; from which we concluded thatthe recent westerly gales had thrown the surf so highthat it became mingled with the water of the lakes,and we determined to have recourse to the first run-ning stream we should come to. About two thewind again came from the southward, and at fourwe had every prospect of a gale from that quarter.It therefore became necessary to carry a heavy pressof sail all night to obtain an anchorage as near CapeLisburn as possible, so that in the

event of the windshifting to the westward we might be able to getout of the bay. On Sunday, as had been anticipated, it blew astrong gale, but the boat made good weather of ituntil eight p. m., when the bowsprit broke, andobliged us to anchor: Cape Lisburn W.N. W. sixleagues. Strong gales, with heavy gusts of wind offthe land continued until four p.m., at which timethe weather being more moderate, we weighed underclose-reefed sails, and stood towards the cape, Mr.Elson wishing to be near an entrance to a lake whichwas situated a mile or two east of Cape Lisburn, inwhich he thought the boat might find shelter, shouldit blow hard from the westward. On arriving atthis spot, we found, to our surprise, that the entrancewhich Mr. Elson had sounded and examined in thebarge's little boat was quite filled up, and that therewas not the slightest appearance of there ever havingbeen

one. In the evening the wind became lightand variable. Anchored—the cape W.S.W. fourmiles.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT. 439 Monday, 4th Sept. It again blew strong from CxfiP'the southward, and at nine a.m. the wind increased *—-v*-"so much as obliged us to let go another anchor to ofThe "prevent being driven to sea. In the afternoon it Barge-again relaxed, but by midnight resumed its formerviolence. Tuesday, 5th Sept. The wind somewhat sub-siding this morning, completed our wood and water.Whilst thus employed, a native came over the hillsand trafficked with us. Afterwards he stole fromone of the crew some tobacco, and made off. Thetheft was not discovered until he was a long waydistant and running, being evidently aware of thecrime

he had committed. At noon a baidar witheleven natives came round the cape and visited us.The wind continued strong from the southward;but being anxious to proceed, as our provisions werebeginning to grow short, weighed and stood towardsthe cape under the foresail and staysail only. Attwo we got within the influence of the variablewinds, occasioned by the steep and high land of thecape. The bubble and violent agitation of the seaexceeded any idea of the kind we had formed, andbroke over the boat in every direction. We had nomethod of extricating her. The gusts of wind thatcame from every quarter lasting but a moment, leftus no prospect of getting clear. We were at thistime about two miles from the land. The wind in-shore of us blew with astonishing violence ; the ed-dies from the hills making whirlwinds which carriedup the spray equal in height to the mountain. How-ever,

by four p. m., what with a slight current, andtaking advantage of every flaw, we gained an offingof four miles, and, to prevent being set farther to



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 440                             VOYAGE TO THE the northward, anchored:—a heavy sea running, butlittle wind. We had not been more than half anhour in this situation when it blew again from thesame point with redoubled violence. With somedifficulty we lifted our anchor and made sail in forthe land. As we approached it, the gusts came verystrong off the hills, notwithstanding which we carrieda press of sail to regain an anchorage. For an hourand a half we were literally sailing through a sea ofspray. At six, having closed well with the land, weanchored and rode out the gale. This evening Mr. El-son put the crew on half an allowance of

provisions. Wednesday, 6th Sept. Early in the morning weobserved an- alteration in the weather. The cloudscollecting fast from the N. W. led us to expect theAvind from that quarter. At ten a.m., the wind be-coming variable and moderate, weighed, and by threein the afternoon, to our inexpressible joy, got roundthe windy promontory of Cape Lisburn. The crewwere again put on their former allowance ; and wemade all sail, with an increasing breeze to the south-ward. Passing the cape, we observed five baidarshauled up and one tent, but saw few of the natives.It had been Mr. Elson's intention to look into thebight on the northern side of Point Hope ; but thesea was so high and the weather so threatening thatwe kept well off, in order to weather the point.We noticed the water, whilst off Marryat Creek, tobe of a very muddy colour, as if some river dis-

charged itself there. By nine p. M. we rounded thepoint and steered S. S. E., to have a good offing incase the wind should again come from the westward. Thursday, 7th Sept. The weather seemed de-termined to persecute us to the last. The wind



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              441 strengthened to a' gale, and raised a short, high,dangerous sea. We hauled in for the land as muchas it would allow. At nine a. m. it blew extremelyhard ; and, considering it dangerous to scud, roundedto on the larboard tack, took in the foresail, and setbalance-reefed mainsail and storm-jib. Found theboat behave uncommonly well and continue tolerablydry. At noon our latitude was 67° 19' N. In theafternoon it moderated, and we made sail in for theland. At four p. m. saw Cape Mulgrave on theweather-bow, and altered our course for KotzebueSound. The wind dying away left us at midnightbecalmed a few

miles from Cape Krusenstern. Friday 8th. After a few hours' calm, a breezecame from the S. E., and we worked along shore.In the forenoon several baidars came off to us. Weprocured, in exchange for a few beads, a large quan-tity of salmon, in hopes we should be able to keepenough to supply the ship. While sailing alongthe land, many more of these boats came off; but onwaving them to return, they left us unmolested.We saw immense quantities of fish drying on shore,and concluded that the natives assembled at thisinlet to lay in their winter stock. Saturday, 9th. Owing to the light winds, wemade but small progress during the night, and thismorning were off Hotham Inlet. At eleven an-chored. Sent the boat on shore to obtain wood andwater. Noon, the latitude observed (with false hori-zon) was 66° 58' N. The spot abreast where we an-chored had, when Mr. Elson

visited this inlet before,been the site of an Esquimaux village; but therewas not a single tent left. In the evening weweighed from here, and the next morning had the
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 442 VOYAGE TO THE CxnP' pleasure of seeing the ship at anchor off Chamissov—-v-w Island, and the gratification to find all on board of Narrative i              n 0f ,he          her well. Bar^e-                     (Signed) William Smyth, Mate of H. M. S. Blossom. Sept.             By this expedition about seventy miles of coast in addition to those discovered by the Blossom—making in the whole 126 miles—have been addedto the geography of the polar regions, and thedistance between Captain Franklin's discoveries andour own has been brought within so small a com-pass as to leave very little room for further spe-culation on the northern limits of the continentof America.

The actual distance left unexploredis thus reduced to 146 miles, and there is muchreason to believe, from the state of the sea aboutPoint Barrow and along that part of the coast whichwas explored by Captain Franklin, that the naviga-tion of the remaining portion of unknown coast inboats is by no means a hopeless project. Having now the assistance of the barge, I em-barked in her to examine narrowly the shores ofKotzebue Sound. Proceeding to survey the head ofEscholtz Bay, shallow water obliged the boat toanchor off Elephant Point, where I left Mr. Colliewith a party to examine again the cliffs in whichthe fossils and ice formation had been seen by Kot-zebue, and proceeded to the head of the bay in asmall boat. We landed upon a flat muddy beach,and were obliged to wade a quarter of a mile beforewe could reach a cliff for the purpose of having aview of the surrounding

country. Having gainedits summit we were gratified by the discovery of a



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             443 large river coming from the southward, and passingbetween our station and a range of hills. At a fewmiles distance the river passed between rocky cliffs,whence the land on either side became hilly, andinterrupted our further view of its course. Thewidth of the river was about a mile and a half; butthis space was broken into narrow and intricatechannels by banks—some dry, and others partly so.The stream passed rapidly between them, and at anearlier period of the season a considerable body ofwater must be poured into the sound; though, fromthe comparative width of the channels, the currentin the latter is not

much felt. The shore around us was flat, broken by severallakes, in which there were a great many wildfowl.The cliff we had ascended was composed of a bluishmud and clay, and was full of deep chasms lying ina direction parallel with the front of the eminence.In appearance this hill was similar to that at Ele-phant Point, which was said to contain fossils ; butthere were none seen here, though the earth, inparts, had a disagreeable smell, similar to that whichwas supposed to proceed from the decayed animalsubstances in the cliff near Elephant Point. Returning from this river, we were joined by threecaiacs from some tents near us, and four from theriver, who were very troublesome, pestering us fortawack, and receiving the little we had to give themin the most ungracious manner, without offering anyreturn. I found Mr. Collie had been successful in hissearch among the cliffs at

Elephant Point, and haddiscovered several bones and grinders of elephantsand other animals in a fossil state, of which a full



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 444 VOYAGE TO THE description and drawings from the remains will befound in the Appendix. Associating these twodiscoveries, I bestowed the name of Elephant uponthe point, to mark its vicinity to the place where thefossils were found ; and upon the river that of Buck-land, in compliment to Dr. Buckland, the professorof geology at Oxford, to whom I am much indebtedfor the above mentioned description of the fossils,and for the arrangement of the geological memo-randa attached to this work. The cliff in which these fossils appear to havebeen imbedded is part of the range in which the iceformation was seen in July. During our absence(a space

of five weeks) we found that the edge of thecliff in one place had broken away four feet, and inanother two feet and a half, and a further portion ofit was on the eve of being precipitated upon thebeach. In some places where the icy shields hadadhered to the cliff nothing now remained, andfrozen earth formed the front of the cliff. By cut-ting through those parts of the ice which were stillattached, the mud in a frozen state presented itselfas before, and confirmed our previous opinion of thenature of the cliff. Without putting it to this test,appearances might well have led to the conclusioncome to by Kotzebue and M. Escholtz; more espe-cially if it happened to be visited early in the sum-mer, and in a season less favourable than that inwhich we viewed it. The earth, which is fast fall-ing away from the cliffs—not in this place only, butin all parts of the bay—is carried away by the

tide;and throughout the summer there must be a ten-dency to diminish the depth of the water, which atno very distant period will probably leave it naviga-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               445 ble only by boats. It is now so shallow off the icecliffs, that a bank dries at two miles' distancefrom the shore; and it is only at the shinglypoints which occur opposite the ravines that aconvenient landing can be effected with smallboats.* In consequence of this shallow water there wasmuch difficulty in embarking the fossils, the tusksin particular, the largest of which weighed I60lbs.,and it took us the greater part of the night to accom-plish it. In our way on board we met several nativecaiacs, and had an exhibition of the skill of one ofthe Esquimaux in throwing his dart, which heplaced in a slip, a small

wooden instrument about afoot in length, with a hole cut in the end to receivethe forefinger, and a notch for the thumb. Thestick being thus grasped, the dart was laid along agroove in the slip, and embraced by the middlefinger and thumb. The man next propelled hiscaiac with speed in order to communicate greatervelocity to the dart, and then whirled it throughthe air to a considerable distance. As there was nomark, we could not judge of his skill in taking aim.His party lived a long distance up Buckland river,and were acquainted with the musk ox, which I amthe more particular in remarking, as we had neverseen that animal on the coast. About eight o'clock at night we had a brilliantdisplay of the aurora borealis, a phenomenon of the * This difficulty of approaching the shore, even in a boat, will,I trust, convince the reader of the impracticability of trying theeffect of a

cannon shot upon the mud cliff with a view of bringingdown some part of its surface, as has been suggested since thepublication of the quarto edition.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 446 VOYAGE TO THE heavens so beautiful that it has been justly thoughtto surpass all description. In our return to the ship to deposit the fossils, acalm obliged us to anchor on the north side of thebay, where we landed with difficulty, in consequenceof the shallowness of the beach, and of several ridgesof sand thrown up parallel with it, too near the sur-face for the boat to pass over, and with channels ofwater between them too deep to wade through with-out getting completely wet. The country aboundedin lakes, in which were many wild ducks, geese, teal,and widgeon; and was of the same swampy naturebefore described: it was covered with

moss, andoccasionally by low bushes of juniper, cranberry,whortleberry, and cloudberry. Near this spot, twodays before, we saw a herd of eleven reindeer, andshot a musk rat. Hence westward, to the neck of Choris Peninsula,the shore was difficult of access, on account of longmuddy flats extending into the bay, and at lowwater drying in some places a quarter of a mile fromthe beach. Bad weather and the duties of the ship preventedmy resuming the examination of the sound untilthe 20th, when we ran across in the barge to Spafa-rief Bay, and explored the coast from thence to thewestward ; passing close along the beach, anchoringat night, and landing occasionally during the dayfor observations, and to obtain information of thenature of the country. This part of the sound appeared to have so fewtemptations to the Esquimaux, that we saw onlytwo parties upon it;

and one of these, by havingtheir dogs harnessed in the boat, appeared to be only



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             447 on an excursion: the other was upon Cape Deceit,a bold promontory, with a conspicuous rock off it,so named by Captain Kotzebue. At two placeswhere we landed there were some deserted yourts,not worthy of description; and at the mouth of tworivers in the first and second bays to the eastward ofCape Deceit, there were several spars and logs ofdrift-wood placed erect, which showed that the na-tives had occupied these stations in the summer forthe purpose of catching fish, but they were now alldeserted. Both these rivers had bars across the en-trances, upon which the sea broke, so as to

preventa boat from entering them. The land on the south side of the sound, as far asthe Bay of Good Hope, is higher, more rocky, andof a bolder character than the opposite shore, thoughit still resembles it in its swampy superficial cover-ing, and in the occurrence of lakes wherever theland is flat. Under water also, it has a bolder cha-racter than the northern side, and has generallysoundings of four and five fathoms quite close tothe promontories. There are two or three placesunder these headlands which in case of necessitywill afford shelter to boats, but each with a particu-lar wind only ; and in resorting thither the direc-tion of the wind and the side of the promontorymust be taken into consideration. In a geological point of view this part of the coastis interesting, as being the only place in the soundwhere volcanic rocks occurred. Near the secondpromontory to the

eastward of Cape Deceit wefound slaty limestone, having scales of talc betweenthe layers; and in those parts of the cliff whichwere most fallen down a talcaceous slate, with thin



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 448 VOYAGE TO THE layers of limestone, and where the rocks were moreabrupt, limestone of a more compact nature. Inthis cliff there was also an alum slate of a dark-bluish colour. We could not land at the next cliff,but on a close view of the rock conjectured it toconsist of compact limestone, dipping to the E.N.E.at an angle of W. Cape Deceit, the next headland,appeared to be compact limestone also, in largeangular blocks devoid of any distinct stratafication.Proceeding on to Gullhead which is a narrow rockypeninsula stretching a mile into the sea, we found itchiefly composed of slaty limestone of a blackishand grayish colour, containing

particles of talc inlarger or smaller quantities as it was elevated aboveor on a level with the sea, but without any visiblestratafi cation. A bed of slate to the eastward of thepromontory bore strong marks of its having beensubjected to the action of fire. The slaty limestoneof the cliff on the eastern side of this dips at an an-gle of about 65° to the eastward. The neck or isth-mus is either unstratafied, or its beds are perpendi-cular ; beyond it the strata dip to the west at nearlya right angle. Eight miles further along the coast, we landed atthe first of a series of low points, with small baysbetween them, which continue about four miles,beyond which the coast assumes a totally differentcharacter. On these low points, as well as upon theshores of the bay, we were surprised to find largeblocks of porous vesicular lava, and more compactlava containing portions of olivine. These

blocksare accumulated in much larger quantities on thepoints, and in the bays form reefs off the coast whichare dangerous to boats passing close along the shore.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STKAIT.              449 The country here slopes gradually from some hills tothe beach, and is so well overgrown that we could notexamine its substrata ; but they do not in outwardformation exhibit any indication of volcanic agency. Further on we landed in a small bay formed by anarrow wall of volcanic stones—some wholly abovewater, others only slightly immersed. These reefswere opposite a low mud cliff, similar in its natureto those in which the fossils were found in EscholtzBay; and though they did not furnish any bones,yet it is remarkable that a piece of a tusk was pickedup on the beach near them. It must,

however, beobserved that its edges were rounded off by the surf,to which it had been a long time exposed; and itmight have been either washed up from someother place, or have been left on the beach by thenatives. To the westward of these rocky projections thecoast is low, swampy, and intersected by lakes andrivers. The rounded hills which thus far bound thehorizon of the sound to the southward here branchoff inland, and a distant range of a totally differentcharacter rises over the vast plain that extends toCape Espenburg, and forms the whole of the westernside of the sound. In the angle which it makes,we discovered a river, which, we were informed bya few natives who came off to us in a miserable bai-dar, with dogs looking as unhappy as themselves,extended inland five days'journey for their baidars;but on examination it proved so shallow at themouth,

that even the gig could not enter it. Afew miles to the north-westward of this river, wearrived off the inlet which Captain Kotzebue medi-tated to explore in baidars, and was very sanguine VOL. I.                                  2 G



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 450 VOYAGE TO THE that it would lead to some great inland discovery.We consequently approached the spot with interest;and as soon as the low mud capes through whichthe river has made its way to the ocean opened toour view, bore up, with the intention of sailing intothe inlet, which runs in a westerly direction ; butwe were here again obliged to desist, in consequenceof the shallowness of the water. At two miles andmore from the shore, we had less than a fathomwater; and we observed the sea breaking heavilyupon a bank which extended from shore to shoreacross the mouth of the inlet. Thinking, however,these breakers might be

occasioned by the overfallof the tide, the gig was despatched to endeavour toeffect a passage through them ; but the water shoal-ing gradually, she could not approach within evena cable's length of the breakers. At the top of thetide, probably, when the water is smooth, smallboats may enter the inlet; but if the bar is attemptedunder other circumstances, the crew will probablybe subjected to a similar ducking to that whichCaptain Kotzebue himself experienced in repassingit. Seeing these difficulties, I did not deem anyfurther examination necessary ; and as it couldnever lead to any useful purpose of navigation, Idid not even contemplate a return to it under morefavourable circumstances. The inlet occurs in avast plain of low ground, bounded on the north byCape Espenburg, on the east by the Bay of GoodHope, on the west by Beering's Strait, and on thesoutli by

ranges of mountains. There are also seve-ral lakes and creeks in the plain, some of whichmay probably communicate with the inlet ; or theymay all, Schismareff Inlet included, be the mouths



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEEIUNGS STRAIT.              451 of a large river. It is, however, very improbablethat there should be any direct communication be-tween these two inlets, as the natives would, in thatcase, have informed us of it when they drew theirchart of the sound. While we were off here, we noticed a parhelionso bright that it was difficult to distinguish it fromthe sun ; a circumstance the more deserving of re-mark, in consequence of the naturalist of Kotzebue'sexpedition having observed that this phenomenon isvery rare in these seas, and that a Russian grownold in the Aleutian Islands never saw it more thanonce. Quitting this inlet, we directed

our coursealong the land toward Cape Espenburg, and foundthat the bar was not confined to the mouth of theinlet alone, but extended the whole way to thecape, and was not passable in any part; having triedineffectually in those places which afforded the bestprospect of success. On landing at Cape Espenburg, we found thatthe sea penetrated to the southward of it, and form-ed it into a narrow strip of land, upon which weresome high sand-hills. The point had a great manypoles placed erect upon it, and had evidently beenthe residence of the Esquimaux ; but it was nowentirely deserted. Near these poles there wereseveral huts and native burial-places, in which thebodies were disposed in a very different manner tothat practised by the eastern Esquimaux. The corpsewas here enclosed in a sort of coffin formed of looseplanks, and placed upon a platform of drift-

wood,covered over with a board and several spars, whichwere kept in their places by poles driven into theground in a slanting direction, with their ends cross- 2 g 2



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 452                             VOYAGE TO THE ing each other over the pile. The body was found ly-ing with the head to the westward, and had been in-terred in a double dress, the under one made of theskins of eidex'-drakes, and the upper one of those ofreindeer. It had been exposed a considerable time,as the skeleton only was left; but enough of thedress remained to show the manner in which thebody had been clothed. The beach was in a great measure composed ofdark-coloured volcanic sand, and was strewed withdead shells of the cardium, Venus, turbo, murex,solen, trochus, mytilus, mya, lepas, and tellina ge-nera : there were also some

large asterias. Thesand-hills were, partly covered with elymus grass,the vaccinium vilis idasa, empetrum nigrum, andsome shrubs, while the carex preferred the hollowmoist places; the rest of the surface was occvipiedby lichens. On the border of the lakes there wereseveral curlew, sanderlings, and gulls ; while smallflocks of ptarmigan alighted upon those parts whichproduced berries. A red fox prowling among thedeserted huts and the graves was the only quadru-ped seen. Nearly the whole of the day was passedat this place in making astronomical observations ;after which we embarked, and were obliged by badweather to return to the ship. The day after my departure, a new cutter, whichhad been built of some wood of the porou-tree,grown upon Otaheite, was completed and launched,and upon trial found to answer under canvas be-yond our expectations, doing

great credit to Mr.Garrett, the carpenter, who built her almost entirelyhimself. I placed her under the charge of Lieute-nant Belcher, who was afterwards almost daily em-ployed in surveying.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND bEERlNG'S STKAIT.              453 On the 22d the aurora borealis was seen in the ^f1'W. N. W.; from which quarter it passed rapidly to ^-y-wthe N. E., and formed a splendid arch emitting vivid ma'.and brilliantly coloured coruscations. On the 25th the wind, which had blown strongfrom the northward the day before, changed to thesouthward, and had such an effect upon the tidethat it ebbed twenty hours without intermission. In another excursion which I made along thenorth side of the sound, I landed at a cape whichhad been named after the ship, and had the satisfac-tion of examining an ice formation of a similar na-ture to that in

Escholtz Bay, only more extensive,and having a contrary aspect. The ice here, insteadof merely forming a shield to the cliff, was imbed-ded in the indentations along its edge, filling themup nearly even with the front. A quantity of fallenearth was accumulated at the base of the cliff, whichuniting with the earthy spaces intervening betweenthe beds of ice, might lead a person to imagine thatthe ice formed the cliff, and supported a soil two orthree feet thick, part of which appeared to havebeen precipitated over the brow. But on examin-ing it above, the ice was found to be detached fromthe cliff at the back of it; and in a few instances somuch so, that there were deep chasms between thetwo. These chasms are no doubt widened by thetendency the ice must have towards the edge ofthe cliff; and I have no doubt the beds of ice areoccasionally loosened, and fall upon the

beach,where, if they are not carried away by the sea, theybecome covered with the earthy materials fromabove, and perhaps remain some time immured. Insome places the cliff was undermined, and the sur-face in general was very rugged ; but it was evident



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 454 VOYAGE TO THE in this, as in the former instance, that the ice waslodged in hollow places in the cliff. While we con-tinued here we had an example of the manner inwhich the face of the cliff might obtain an icy co-vering similar to that in Escholtz Bay. There hadbeen a sharp frost during the night, which froze anumber of small streams that were trickling downthe face of the cliff, and cased those parts of it witha sheet of ice, which, if the oozings from the cliffand the freezing process were continued, would with-out doubt form a thick coating to it. Upon the beach, under the cliffs, there was anabundance of drift birch and pine wood, amongwhich

there was a fir-tree three feet in diameter.This tree, and another, which by the appearance of itsbark had been recently torn up by the roots, had beenwashed up since our visit to this spot in July; butfrom whence they came we could not even form a con-jecture, as we had frequently remarked the absenceof floating timber both in the sound and in the strait. We found some natives at this place laying outtheir nets for seals, who, perceiving we were aboutto take up our quarters near them, struck their tentsexpeditiously, threw every thing into their baidars,to which they harnessed their dogs, and drove offfor about half a mile, where they encamped again.We procured from them about two bushels of whor-tle berries, which they had collected for their own con-sumption, and learnt that they had been unsuccess-ful in fishing. We noticed that at their meals theystripped their

dried fish of its skin and gave it tothe women and children, who ate it very contentedly,while the men regaled themselves upon the flesh. During the night we had a brilliant display of the



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              455 aurora borealis, remarkable for its masses of bright chap.light. It extended from N. E. to W., and at one ^v—'time formed three arches. As we were taking our ^26.departure we were visited by a baidar, from whichwe procured some fine fresh salmon and trout. Thecoxswain of this boat wore unusually large labrets,consisting of blue glass beads fixed upon circularpieces of ivory, a full inch in diameter. He drewus a chart of Hotham Inlet, which resembled onethat had been traced upon the beach by some na-tives the day before; both of which represented itas an arm of the sea in the form of an hour-

glass,which was not far from the truth. The Esquimauxseem to have a natural talent for such delineations ;and though their outlines may serve no essentialpurpose of navigation, they are still useful in point-ing out the nature of a place that has not been visit-ed ; an information which may sometimes save auseless journey. It is, however, to be observed,that not unfrequently they appear to trace the routewhich a boat can pursue, rather than the indenta-tions of the coast, by which rivers and bays not fre-quented would be overlooked. Such charts are fur-ther useful in marking the dwellings and fishingstations of the natives. From hence we bore away to examine HothamInlet, and found it so encumbered with shoals thatit was necessary to run seven miles off the land toavoid striking upon them; it had but one smallentrance, so very narrow and intricate, that theboats

grounded repeatedly in pursuing it. In themiddle of the channel there were only five feetwater at half-flood ; and the tide ebbed so strongthrough it, that the boat could not stem it; and as



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 456 VOYAGE TO THE chap, there was but a small part of the coast of this inlet All.                                                                                L                                                                  . ^-^y—' that we had not seen, and finding the examinationfiie. °f it would be attended with difficulty, and wouldoccupy a long time, the boats did not ascend it.The shoal which is off the entrance has no goodland-marks for it; the bearings from its extremityin two fathoms and a half of water are Cape Blossom,S. 66° 40' E. (true); Western High Mount, N. 17°30' W. (true) ; and the west extreme, a bluff cape,near Cape Krusenstern, N. 37° 0' W. (true.)

Butthe best way to avoid it is to go about directly thesoundings decrease to six fathoms, as after thatdepth they shoal so rapidly to two fathoms and aquarter that there is scarcely room to put the shipround.Oct.          On the 1st of October we landed upon a sandy point at the western limit of the inlet, and werejoined by a few Esquimaux who had their tents notfar off to the westward : they had communicatedwith the boat two months before, and came again inthe expectation of getting a few more blue beadsand foreign articles for some nets and fish. Theyimmediately recognised such of the officers as theyhad seen before, and were delighted at meetingthem. Some of the beads which they had obtainedwere now suspended to different parts of their dress,in the same manner as was practised by the Esqui-maux of Melville Peninsula, and round

their necks,or were made into bracelets. They corroboratedthe former account of the inlet, the length of whichthey estimated a long day's paddle : our observa-tions made it thirty-nine miles. At the back of thepoint where we landed there was another inlet, tothe end of which they said their baidars could also



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              457 go, notwithstanding we saw a bar across its mouthso shallow that the gulls waded over from shore toshore. Near us there was a burying-ground, which,in addition to what we had already observed at CapeEspenburg, furnished several examples of the man-ner in which this tribe of natives dispose of theirdead. In some instances a platform was constructedof drift-wood, raised about two feet and a quarterfrom the ground, upon which the body was placedwith its head to the westward, and a double tentof drift-wood erected over it; the inner one withspars about seven feet long, and the outer one

withsome that were three times that length. They wereplaced close together, and at first no doubt suffici-ently so to prevent the depredations of foxes andwolves; but they had yielded at last; and all thebodies, and even the hides that covered them, hadsuffered by these rapacious animals. In these tents of the dead there were no coffinsor planks, as at Cape Espenburg; the bodies weredressed in a frock made of eider-duck skins, withone of deer-skin over it, and were covered with a sea-horse hide, such as the natives use for their baidars.Suspended to the poles, and on the ground nearthem, were several Esquimaux implements, con-sisting of wooden trays, paddles, and a tambourine,which, we were informed, as well as signs couldconvey, were placed there for the use of the deceased,who, in the next world, (pointing to the western sky),ate, drank, and sang

songs. Having no interpreter,this was all the information I could obtain ; but thecustom of placing such implements around the re-ceptacles of the dead is not unusual, and in all pro-bability the Esquimaux may believe that the soul
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 458 VOYAGE TO THE has enjoyments in the next world similar to thosewhich constitute happiness in this. The people whom we saw here were very inquisi-tive about our fire-arms, and to satisfy one of themI made him fire ofF a musket, that was loaded withball, towards a large tree that was lying upon thebeach. The explosion and the recoil which suc-ceeded the simple operation of touching the triggerso alarmed him, that he turned pale and put awaythe gun. As soon as his fear subsided he laughedheartily, as did all his party, and went to examinethe wood, which was found to be perforated by theball, and afforded them a fair specimen of the

capa-bility of our arms ; but he could not be prevailedupon to repeat the operation. They had some skins of ravens with them, uponwhich they placed a high price, though being of nouse to us, they did not find a purchaser. On severaloccasions we had noticed the beaks and claws of thesebirds attached to ornamental bands for the head andwaist, and they were evidently considered valuable.On our return to the ship we fell in with anotherparty of natives, among whom there were two menwhose appearance and conduct again led us to con-clude that the large blue glass labrets indicated asuperiority of rank, and found, as before, that noreasonable offer would induce them to part withthese ornaments. On the 3rd, we reached the ship, and were inform-ed that she had been visited by several baidars in ourabsence, and had procured from them a quantity ofdried

salmon, which was afterwards served to theship's company. These boats were the last that vi-sited the ship, as the season was evidently arrived for
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              459 commencing their preparations for winter. Aboutthis time we had sharp frosts at night; some snowfell; and on the 5th all the lakes on shore werefrozen. The hares and ptarmigan were quite white,and all the birds had quitted their abodes in therocks to seek a milder atmosphere. These unequi-vocal symptoms of the approach of winter excitedgreat anxiety for the safety of the land expedition. On the 7th, Mr. Elson went up Escholtz Bay withtwo boats for the purpose of sounding and obtainingfurther information of Buckland River, but

returnedon the 10th, without having been able to effect it,on account of the hostile disposition of the natives,whom he met in the bay. When the small boat wasdetached from the barge, three baidars approachedher; and their crews, consisting of between thirtyand forty men, drew their knives and attempted toboard her, and, on the whole, behaved in so daringand threatening a manner, that Mr. Elson fearinghe should be compelled to resort to severe measures,if he proceeded with the examination of the river,desisted, and returned to the ship. This was thefirst instance of any decidedly hostile conduct of thenatives in the sound, whose behaviour in generalhad left with us a favourable impression of the dis-position of their tribe. The barge brought usdown a valuable addition to our collection of fossils,the

cliff having broken away considerably since thefirst specimens were obtained. On the 8th, we had the misfortune to lose one ofthe marines, by dysentery and general inflammationof the abdomen. On the 10th, having selected aconvenient spot for a grave, on the low point ofChamisso Island, his body was interred in the pre-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 460 VOYAGE TO THE sence of almost all his shipmates, and a stone pro-perly inscribed put up to mark the spot; but theearth was replaced over the grave as evenly as possi-ble, in order that no appearance of excavation mightremain to attract the attention of the natives. We had hitherto remained in the sound, in theexpectation of being able to wait till the end ofOctober, the date named in my instructions; butthe great change that had recently occurred in theatmosphere, the departure of all the Esquimaux fortheir winter habitations, the migration of the birds,the frozen state of the lakes, and the gradual cool-ing down of the sea, were

symptoms of approachingwinter too apparent to be disregarded, and made itevident that .the time was not far distant when itwould be necessary to quit the anchorage, to avoidbeing shut up by the young ice. On every accountI was anxious to remain until the above-mentionedperiod ; but as my instructions were peremptory indesiring me not to incur the risk of wintering, it wasincumbent upon me seriously to consider how latethe ship could remain without encountering that risk.By quitting the rendezvous earlier than had beenagreed upon, the lives of Captain Franklin's partymight be involved ; by remaining too long, those ofmy own ship's company would be placed in immi-nent hazard, as but five weeks' provision at fullallowance remained in the ship, and the nearest placewhere we could replenish them was upwards of 2000miles distant. Thus circumstanced, I

was desirousof having the advice of the officers of the ship be-fore I made up my own mind, and accordingly ad-dressed an official letter to them, requesting theywould take every circumstance into their considera-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              461 tion, and furnish me with their opinion on the pro-priety of remaining longer in these seas. Their answer, which I received the next day, con-veyed an unanimous opinion that the ship could notcontinue longer at her present anchorage withoutincurring the risk of wintering, and suggested herremoval to the entrance of the sound, where the ma-jority of the officers thought she might remain a fewdays longer; but previous to our taking up our sta-tion there, it was considered advisable that the straitshould be ascertained to be navigable, lest the iceshould have been drifted down from the

northward,and the retreat of the ship be cut off. I fully con-curred in opinion with them, that if the frost con-tinued the ship could not remain at her anchorage ;but as there was a possibility of its yielding, I re-solved to wait a day or two longer upon the chance,determined, if it did not give way, to quit thesound; and in the event of Beering's Strait beingfound clear, to return, as had been proposed, and towait a few days off Cape Krusenstem, in the hope ofmeeting the party. Considering, however, the late-ness of the season and the long nights, there did notappear to be much chance of the ship being able tomaintain an advantageous position at the mouth ofthe sound ; still, as I was unwilling to relinquishthe smallest chance of falling in with the party, Ipurposed making the attempt. In so doing, how-ever, it was necessary to insure our departure by the23d instant,

whieh, considering our distance fromany new supplies, and that at that period therewould be but nine weeks' provision remaining athalf allowance, was as late as I thought it prudentto continue.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 462 VOYAGE TO THE 'xuP' ^e were now made sensible of the great advan--^v—' tage arising from the economical system that had1826. been adopted at the Society and Sandwich Islands,and also from the reduction of an eleventh part ofthe ship's company at Portsmouth, without whichthe provision before this period would have beenwholly expended, as the allowance from the time ofleaving Chili had been reduced as low as it con-veniently could, for a continuance, consistent withthe strength of the ship's company, who.for severalmonths had been on half allowance. It now remained for me to consider how CaptainFranklin could be most

benefited in the event ofhis party arriving after our departure. It was evi-dent that we-could do no more than put him in pos-session of every information we had obtained, andleave him a temporary supply of provisions and bar-tering articles, with which he could procure othersfrom the natives. To this end a barrel of flour wasburied for him upon the sandy point of Chamisso, aplace which, from the nature of the ground, wasmore likely to escape observation than the formerone, where the newly turned turf could not be con-cealed. A large tin case, containing beads and aletter, was deposited with it, to enable him to pur-chase provisions from the natives, and to guide hisconduct. Ample directions for finding these wereboth cut and painted on the rock; and to call theattention of the party to the spot, which they mightotherwise pass, seeing the ship had departed,

hername was painted in very large letters on the cliffsof Puffin Island, accompanied with a notice of herdeparture, and the period to which she had remainedin the sound. Beneath it were written directions
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Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND DEERING'S STRAIT.              463 for finding the cask of flour, and also a piece ofdrift-wood which was deposited in a hole in the cliff.This billet had been purposely bored and chargedwith a letter containing all the useful information Icould impart to the party, and then plugged up insuch a manner that no traces of its being openedwere visible. In fact, nothing was left undone thatappeared to me likely to prove useful. Having thus far performed our duty, we preparedthe ship for sea in order that she might start at anhour's notice. On the 13th, the temperature fell to27°, the lakes on shore had borne two or three days,and the sea

had cooled down 8°; in short, there wasevery appearance of a settled frost. The next daythe edges of the sound began to freeze, and it wasevident that it needed only calm weather to skin itentirely over. I therefore desired the anchor to beweighed, and having taken on board a large supplyof drift-wood, the last thing we procured from theshore, we steered out of the sound. We passed Cape Krusenstern about midnight,and then shaped a course for the strait. The night,though cold, was fine, and furnished me witheighteen sets of lunar distances, east and west of themoon, which I was very anxious to obtain, in orderto fix more accurately the position of ChamissoIsland, never having been able to succeed in gettingfine weather with the moon to the east of the sun,until his declination was too far south for the lunarsto be of any value. We had no observation at noon

the next day,and the land was so refracted that we scarcely re-cognised it; we, however, continued to run for thestrait, anxious to reach it before sunset. The breeze



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 464 VOYAGE TO THE increased as we advanced, and before the DiomedeIslands came in sight it blew so violently that therewas no alternative but to endeavour to push throughthem before dusk. At this time there was a very-thick haze, with a bright setting sun glaring throughit, which with the spray around us prevented anything being seen but the tops of the mountains nearCape Prince of Wales. It was consequently withgreat pleasure we perceived Fairway Hock, and foundthe strait quite free from ice. Having no choice, we passed through it at a rapidrate ; and as the night set in dark and thick, withsnow showers, we were glad to find

ourselves withsea-room around us. A little before midnight thelee-bow port was washed away, and so much watercame in that it was necessary to put before the windto free the ship. In half an hour, however, we re-sumed our course, and about two o'clock in themorning passed King's Island. We were now in a situation where, by roundingto, we might have awaited fine weather to return toCape Krusenstern, and execute the whole of theplan that had been contemplated ; but consideringthat our being able to do so was uncertain, as thebarometer, which had fallen to 28,7, afforded noprospect of a change of weather, and that the periodI had fixed for my departure might expire beforeI could repass the straits; together with the stateof our provisions, and the improbability of meetingwith Captain Franklin after all, it appeared to methat the risks which it involved were

greater thanthe uncertainty of the result justified ; and painfulas it was to relinquish every hope of this successfulissue of our voyage, it became my duty to do so.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.             465 In the execution of this necessary resolution, it wassome consolation to reflect, that from the nature ofCaptain Franklin's instructions, it was almost certainthat hy this time he had either commenced his re-turn or taken up his winter abode. He had beendirected to return to his winter quarters on the15th of August, if he found the prospect of successwas not such as to ensure his reaching Icy Capethat season, and if it should prove impracticable towinter at an advanced station on the coast. Wewere justified, therefore, in supposing that he hadalready been either compelled to pause or to turnback, as, in the

event of the successful prospectanticipated in his instructions, it could hardly hap-pen, considering the open state in which we hadfound the sea to the northward, that he shouldnot have reached Kotzebue Sound by the time theBlossom left it. In taking our departure from these seas, somegeneral observations on the country, the natives,the currents, meteorology, and other subjects, natu-rally present themselves; but as we returned tothe same place the following year, and extendedour experience, I shall defer them until a futureopportunity. Up to this period of the voyage, my instructionshad been a safe guide for my proceedings ; but be-tween our departure from these seas, and our returnto them the following year, with the exception oftouching at the Sandwich Islands, there were nospecific directions for my guidance, and it becameme seriously to consider how the time

could bemost usefully employed. It was necessary to re-pair to some port to refit and caulk the ship, to re- vol. i.                        2 H



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 466 VOYAGE TO THE plenish the provisions and stores, and, what wasequally important, to recruit the health of the peo-ple, who were much debilitated from their priva-tions ; having been a considerable time on shortallowance of salt provision, and in the enjoymentof only seven weeks' fresh meat in the last tenmonths. From the favourable account I had heard ofSaint Francisco in California, it appeared to be themost desirable place to which a ship under our cir-cumstances could resort; and as the coast betweenthat port and Cape St. Lucas was very imperfectlyknown, that the time could not be more usefullyemployed than in completing the survey of

it. Itherefore directed our course to that place, anddetermined -to enter the Pacific by the Straitof Oonemak ; which, if not the safest of thoseformed by the Aleutian Islands, is certainly the bestknown. After passing King's Island on the 16th, we sawsome very large flocks of ducks migrating to thesouthward, and fell in with the lummes, which haddeserted us more than a month before at ChamissoIsland. As we approached St. Lawrence Island,the little crested auks flew around us, and someland birds took refuge in our rigging. We passedto the eastward of this island in very thick wea-ther, and had only a transient view of its easternextremity, and thence pursued a course to the south-ward, passing between Gore's Island and Nunevack,an island recently discovered by the Russians, butnot known to us at that time. The soundingsincreased, though not always regularly; and

wehad thick misty weather which prevented any thing



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.            467 drying. The barometer fluctuated a little on eitherside of 28,6. On the 18th, the temperature, whichhad risen gradually as we advanced to the south-ward, was twenty degrees higher than it was theday we left Kotzebue Sound—a change which wassensibly felt. On the 21st we came within sight of the islandof St. Paul, the northern island of a small groupewhich, though long known to English geographers,has been omitted in some of our most esteemedmodern charts. The groupe consists of three islands,named St. George's, St. Paul's, and Sea-otter. Wesaw only the two latter in this passage, but in thefollowing year

passed near to the other, and on theopposite side of St. Paul's to that on which ourcourse was directed at this time. The islands ofSt. Paul and St. George are both high, with boldshores, and without any port, though there is saidto be anchoring ground off both, and soundings inthe offing at moderate depths. At a distance oftwenty-five miles from Sea-otter Island, in the di-rection of N. 37° W. (true), and in latitude 59° 22' N.,we had fifty-two fathoms hard ground; after this,proceeding southward, the water deepens. St. Paul'sis distinguished by three small peaks, which, one ofthem in particular, have the appearance of craters;St. George's consists of two hills united by mode-rately high ground, and is higher than St. Paul's;both were covered with a brown vegetation. Sea-otter Island is very small, and little better than arock. The Russians have long had settlementsupon both the large

islands, subordinate to theestablishment at Sitka, and annually send thitherfor peltry, consisting principally of the skins of



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 468                             VOYAGE TO THE amphibious animals, which, from their fine furrynature, are highly valued by the Chinese and Tartarnations. I have given the geographical position ofthese islands in the Appendix; and for a furtheraccount of them, the reader is referred to Langs-dorff's Travels, and to Kotzebue's Voyage. At sunset we lost sight of St. Paul's Island, andbeing at that time ignorant of the position of St.George's, further than what knowledge was derivedfrom a rough notice of it in the geological accountof Kotzebue's Voyage, we pursued our course withsome anxiety, as the night was dark and unsettled,and the morning came without our

obtaining a sightof the island. On approaching the Aleutian Islands,we found them obscured by a dense white hazewhich hung to windward of the land; and the windincreasing with every appearance of a gale, oursituation became one of great difficulty. Early inthe morning a peak was seen for so short a timethat it only served to show us that we were not farfrom the land, without enabling us to determinewhich of the islands we were near; and as in thispart of the Aleutian Chain there are several pas-sages so close together, that one may easily be mis-taken for the other, an accurate knowledge of theposition of the ship is of the greatest importance.Under our circumstances, I relied on the accuracyof Cook's chart, and steered due east, knowingthat if land were seen in that parallel, it couldbe no other than the island of Oonemak ; and thatthen, should the fog not clear away, the

coursemight still be directed along that island to thesouthward. This is a precaution I strongly recommend to any



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.              469 person who may have to seek a channel throughthis chain in foggy weather, particularly as thesepassages are said to be rendered dangerous by therapid tides which set through them. It was nodoubt these tides, added to the prevalence of fogs,that caused many of the misfortunes which befelthe early Russian navigators. Shelekoff, in speak-ing of the strait to the westward of Oonemak,through which we passed, observes that it is free fromthe danger of rocks and shoals, but is troubledwith a strong current. In our passage throughit, however, we did not remark that this was thecase; but no doubt there are just

grounds for theobservation.* After running five miles, breakers were seen uponboth bows, and, at the same time, very high cliffsabove them. We stood on a little further, and then,satisfied that the land must be that of Oonemak,bore up along it, and passed through the strait. Wehad no soundings with forty fathoms of line untilwe were about four miles off the S. W. end of theisland; and there we found thirty fathoms on abank of dark-coloured lava, pebbles, and scoriae, butimmediately lost it again, and had no bottom after-wards. The south-west angle of Oonemak is dis-tinguished by a wedge-shaped cape, with a pointedrock off it. This cape and the island of Coogalgaform the narrowest part of the strait, which is ninemiles and a half across. Coogalga is about four mileslong, and rendered very conspicuous by a peak on its * I afterwards learned from a very respectable master of

anAmerican brig, that in passing through the strait to the westwardof Oonalaska he experienced a current running to the northwardat the rate of six miles an hour, and was unable to stem it.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 470 VOYAGE TO THE chap. n_ E. extremity. Acouan, the island to the north- w-^^ ward of this, which also forms part of the strait, is 1826. high and remarkable; but on this occasion we did not see it, in consequence of the bright haze that hung over the hills on the northern part of the chain. Oonemak was the only island upon which snowwas observed. Its summit was capped about one-third down, even with a line of clouds whichformed a canopy over the northern half of thegroupe. The limits of this canopy were so welldefined, that in passing through the strait on oneside of us there was a dense fog, while on theother the sun was shining bright from a

cloud-less sky. As soon as .we had fairly entered the Pacific thewind abated, and we had a fine clear night, as if inpassing through the chain that divides the Kams-chatkan Sea from the Pacific we had left behind usthe ungenial climate of the former. Shortly afterdark flashes were observed in the heavens, in the di-rection of the burning mountain of Alaska, some-times so strong as to be mistaken for sheet light-ning, at others very confined; viewed with a tele-scope, they appeared to consist entirely of brightsparks. They seemed to proceed from differentparts of a long narrow cloud elevated 8°, andlying in the direction of the wind. Our distancefrom the volcano at this time was about seventymiles, and as similar flashes were observed in thisplace the following year, it is very probable theywere caused by an eruption. This mountain, Iam informed, has burnt lately with great

activity,and has been truncated much lower than is re-



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 PACIFIC AND BEERING'S STRAIT.               471 presented in the drawings of it in Captain Cook'sVoyage.* After clearing the Aleutian Chain, we had thewinds from the westward, and made rapid pro-gress towards our port. The first part of the pas-sage was remarkable for heavy rolling seas, mistyweather, and a low barometer, which varied a littleeach side of 28,5; in the latter part of the passagewe had dry foggy weather, and the barometer wasat 30,5. On the 5th of November we made the high landof New Albion about Bodega, and soon afterwardssaw Punta de los Reyes, a remarkable promon-tory, from which the general line of coast turnsabruptly

to the eastward, and leads to the port ofSt. Francisco. We stood to the southward during the night, andabout three o'clock in the morning unexpectedlystruck soundings upon a clayey bank in 35 fathomsvery near the Faralldnes, a dangerous cluster of rocks,which, until better known, ought to be avoided.The ship was put about immediately ; but the nextcast was 25 fathoms in so stiff a clay that the linewas broken. The weather was very misty, and along swell rolled towards the reefs, which, had therebeen less wind, would have obliged us to anchor;but we increased our distance from them, and deep-ened the water. This cluster of rocks is properlydivided into two parts, of which the south-easternis the largest and the highest, and may be seen nineor ten leagues in clear weather. The most dan-gerous part is apparently towards the north-west. * See also Kotzebue's

Voyage, vol. iii p. 283.



Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Beering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar expeditions, performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of captain F. W. Beechey in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. - Dl.1 472                VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC, &C. The next evening we passed Punta de los Reyes,and awaited the return of day off some white cliffs,which, from their being situated so near the parallelof 38° N. are in all probability those which inducedSir Francis Drake to bestow upon this country thename of New Albion. They appear on the easternside of a bay too exposed to authorize the conjec-ture of Vancouver, that it is the same in which SirFrancis refitted his vessel. END OF THE FIRST VOLUME LONDON: Minted by samuel benti.ev, Dorset Street, Fleet Stieet. fY .
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