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Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel The first chapter of the first book of Samuel Now there was a certain man of Kamathaim-Zophim, of mountEphraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son ofElihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephratite; 2.    And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah,and the name of the other Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, butHannah had no children. 3.     And this man went up out of his city yearly to worshipand to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sonsof Eli, Ilophni and Pinehas, the priests of the Lord, were there. 4.     And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave toPeninnah his wife, and to all her sons and daughters, portions; 5.    But unto Hannah he gave a

worthy portion; for he lovedHannah; but the Lord had shut up her womb. 6.    And her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make herfret, because the Lord had shut up her womb. 7.    And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the houseof the Lor.l, so she provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. 8.     Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepestthou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? amnot I better to thee than ten sons ? 9.     So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and afterthey had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post ofthe temple of the Lord. 10.     And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord,and wept sore. 11.     And she vowed a vow, and said, 0 Lord of hosts, if thouwilt

indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and rememberme, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine hand-maid a man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the daysof his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 12.     And it came to pass, as she continued praying before theLord, that Eli marked her mouth. 1* .. ..



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel __ 4 — 13.     Now Hannah, she spake in her heart, only her lips moved, buther voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. 14.     And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken?put away thy wine from thee. 15.     And Hannah answered and said, No, my Lord, I am awoman of a sorrowful spirit; I have drunk neither wine nor strongdrink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. 16.     Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial; for outof the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto. 17.     Then Eli answered and said: Go in peace, and the God ofIsrael grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him. 18.   And she said: Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So thewoman went her way, and did eat, and her

countenance was no more sad. 19.     And they rose up in the morning early, and worshippedbefore the Lord, and returned, and came to their house to Eamah: andElkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. 20.     Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come aboutafter Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his nameSamuel, saying: Because I have asked him of the Lord. 21.    And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offerunto the Lord the yearly sacrifice and his vow. 22.     But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband:I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then I will bringhim, that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide for ever. 23.    And Elkanah her husband said unto her: Do what seemeththee good; tarry until thou have weaned him; only the

Lord establishhis word. So the woman abode, and gave her son suck until sheweaned him. 24.    And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her,with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine,and brought him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh: and thechild was young. 25.     And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. 26.     And she said: Oh my Lord, as thy soul liveth, my Lord,I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. 27.    For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me mypetition which I asked of him. 28.     Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as heliveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there.



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel, In the first chapter of the first book of Samuel we behold twocharacters opposed to each other, two women, the one widely differingfrom the other in disposition and spirit. Contrasts of this naturefrequently occur in Scripture, especially in the book of Psalms, wherewe find on the one side power, wealth, influence in the world andsuch like, associated with ungodliness and sin, on the other side noneof all these privileges; but the fear of the living God and his statutes.The same contrast is conspicuous in the two women of our chapter,representing, as it were, the two opposite principles of light anddarkness; another evidence of the fact that the enmity which Godin Paradise has put between world,

flesh and devil, and the childrenof God and his kingdom, ever continues. It is not to be overlooked, and well worth of notice, that thefirst book of Samuel opens with an account of the barrenness ofHannah. Facts of similar import we find mentioned in the history ofAbraham and Sara, that of the priest Zachary and his wife Elisabeth.And these facts, this barrenness, are not the effect of mere chance,a caprice of nature, no, for in our chapter it is emphatically said:"The Lord had shut up the womb of Hannah." Learn from this, thoupious wife to understand the meaning of thy manifold afflictionsand sorrows. May be that misfortunes have invaded thy family, thatcalamities have disturbed the peace of thy homestead; thou art groaningunder the burden of thy troubles with which the Lord has visited thee;thou feelest

powerless and helpless, all is taken away from thee; andin thy loneliness it would seem as if the Lord had hidden his facefrom thee, as if thou wert rejected and cursed, as if the Lord hadforgotten his promise. It is the Lord who in his infinite goodnessand wisdom has permitted all these troubles to come over thee bywhich thy faith is put to the test; in order that in the school of



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel _ 6 — adversity thou mayest be trained up to a knowledge and sense of thyown weakness and an entire dependency on Him alone whose love andpower will manifest themselves in thee. May every believing soul bearin mind, amidst the manifold temptations and troubles of life, howmuch the Holy Ghost has cause to rouse her from despondency andfears with the call: "Rejoice thou barren that bearest not!" Does it not often seem in human life, whenever we look to thevisible only, as if the Lord had suffered his word to be made a scornand a reproach? "Peninnah, it is said, had children, but Hannah hadnone." Does it not hold true here: that neither the outward giftswe may boast of; neither the ease and comforts of life and its glitteringsplendours we call our own; nor

outward power skill and such like,are proofs in themselves of a state of grace, of our being children ofGod? Privileges of this kind but too much tend to betray us into asense of our own dignity and importance, into unkind and harsh dealingswith those upon whom we look down as beings less favoured than weare. If therefore, upon reading this chapter, thou really wishest to bobenefited by the word of God for thy own salvation; bear in mindthat of all thou hast there is nothing but thou owcst it to the Lord.Consider thy own state of weakness; let a sense of thy own wretchednessprevent thee from elevating thyself above the humble and the weak;for behold: the next day may take away from thee, all thou possessest. We might be allowed to ask here: Why do we so often see thosewho are undeserving of God's blessings so

easily obtain what they desire,while on the other hand, God's own beloved children, as a general rule,only receive their portion after they have gone throiigh severe trials,the heat of afflictions, yea even suffered the anxieties of hell ? A lovely sight it is to see in our chapter Elkanah go up to the houseof God to worship and to sacrifice unto the Lord in Shiloh. The Lordwhom he sacrificed is here called "The Lord Sabaoth;" that is "theLord of hosts." And Hannah went up with her husband to the templeof the Lord in quest of the blessing she so ardently desired. We maysafely suppose Elkanah to have cast Hannah's cares and afflictions uponthe Lord; but on the other hand we learn from what we read in ourchapter that he was unable to understand his wife's anxieties and sorrows. A lovely picture it is indeed to behold a loving

housefather tryingto comfort his wife, to see him bear up with her infirmities andweaknesses, to see him give to her, the afflicted, "a worthy piece"(verse 5) as becomes a worthy husband; but the question he puts toHannah nevertheless betrays a sense of selfsufficiency and self-



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 7 — importance, it shows how far he was from understanding the severestruggles and trials of inward life by which the heart of his wife wasagitated. Elkanah said to his wife: "Am I not better to thee thanten sons." This remark or rather reproach denotes that he imaginesHannah's only desire to be the possession of a son. But Hannah'ssong in the second chapter plainly shows that the object she had inview was the glory of her Lord, the accomplishment of his word andpromises, the manifestation of his justice and judgment, his mercifulkindness and his truth. Our chapter moreover tells us that Hannah was exposed to thebitter enmity of her spiteful rival Penhmah, who it is said "provokedher sore and made her fret" (verse G.) And this happened every year,every

time Hannah went up to the house of the Lord she wasexposed to her adversary's scorn and sneers. Thus even upon the mostsolemn occasions, upon their appearing into the Lord's presencePeninnah did not refrain from abusing her rival; claiming in the prideof her heart the blessings of Divine spiritual life, its truth and gracefor herself alone, and denying all to Hannah. But what matters it to God's children to be disowned and despisedby the world. All its splendours, titles, honours, wealth and richesare of no avail; they present no claims to the Lord's mercy andfavour. To be in a state of Grace, to have found mercy, to be at peacewith God is a blessedness far surpassing any thing the world knowsof or can give. The way of grace is not the highroad of prosperitywhich the fortunate of this world follow; it is a rough and

narrowpath that leads first of all into the deep of affliction, through barrenness,anxieties and troubles, through the hottest furnace of adversity, to purifyaway the dross of worldliness and sin, in order that we may come toa sense of the nothingness of the creature, standing alone in the fulnessand power of the Lord. The power of the Lord is the strength of thepoor and the contrite of heart, with respect to whom we read in theScripture: "A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flaxshall he not quench." Is. 42, 3. Hannah did not retaliate on her rival's injustice with bitter words,she did not revile her or oppose to the Cainlike grudge of Penninah,who stood by her own conscience convicted of a life without God, evena word of rebuke. With fasting and tears of sorrow she turns awayher face from her spiteful adversary

to the Lord her only refuge, therock of her salvation. To Him she unbosoms her whole soul, all hercares, upon Him alone relying in the bitter hour of anguish and trial for



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 8 — comfort and redress. The one nearest her heart on earth, her ownbeloved husband, does not understand the nature of her distress; butshe suffers not a complaint to escape her lips, she hides from herhusband her pains and her griefs. "With a cheerful countenance sheappears in his presence, and putting aside every token of sadness, sheeats and drinks with him. But scarcely had she withdrawn from theholy banquet when she hastens to the sanctuary of her Lord there tounburden her oppressed heart in tears and supplications (verse 9.). Let us follow Hannah's footsteps, let us do as Hannah did wheneverit pleases Divine Providence to lead us into darkness and trouble forour own good. We may feel lonely and sad in the dreary wildernessof our afflictions,

forsaken and disowned by the world, even miscon-ceived by our dearest friends and relatives; but let us hie to the onlysource of all happiness and bliss, the fountain of all light, to the Godof all Grace; and we shall experience with Hannah that we have notrelied in vain on God's word and promises, His justice and truth forthe final victory over darkness and troubles. Verse 9. we read: "Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by apost of the temple," according to the Hebrew, the seat of the temple,the Lord's tabernacle. Now we almost should expect to see Hannahhere approach the priest and disclose to him, as to the natural adviserof the Lord's appointment, all her cares; for the fact of Eli beingseated in this place must have borne some reference to his office.He was the High priest, consequently the minister and represen-tative of

Him who is the king of Heaven and earth, appointed andconsecrated by the Lord on High, whose office it was to intercedewith the Lord for his saints, to carry before his throne their wishes,their afflictions and their troubles with supplications and prayers. Herein the holy precincts of the house of God the priest was seated, investedwith the dignity and glory of the king of kings, to administer counseland consolation from the rich treasury of his Lord in whose name hesat there to judge the people; for the seat he occupied represented theseat of royal power and mercy. "Ho sat upon a seat by a post."To these posts were fastened the manifestations and precepts of Divinemajesty, justice and love streaming from the mercy seat, as suggestedin Prov. 8. 34. It was this very post of the tabernacle in regard towhich the Lord had said:

"that there He would dwell amid theimpurities of His people to plead the cause of the poor and theafflicted, and execute judgment." But Hannah's eyes are averted fromthe priest; at her Lord's feet she is moved by the Spirit to cast all



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 9 — her perplexities and cares. We shall not be long in learning from ourhistory the reason why she was thus led to pour out the afflictionsof her soul to God, not to the priest. In verse 10. we read: "She was in bitterness of soul and prayedunto the Lord, and wept sore." What a blessed and precious sorrowis that godly sorrow which is not to be repented of; that sorrowwhich is the true expression of a contrite heart. But a little whileago when in the presence of her husband, she put ointment on herhead, did eat and drink as if there had been nothing to mar herjoys; but here in the presence of her Lord she sinks down under theload of her afflictions on the tempel's floor, no longer can she masterher emotions; for it is her Lord's cause she is pleading,

His honourand His love and mercy have been reviled by her enemy; this ismore than she can bear. It ever is the great concern of the Lord'ssaints to uphold and to proclaim His love and glory; they know thatGod's ways are ever holy and good; and therefore they cannot seewithout a pang His promise, justice and truth set at nought or evenquestioned. Thus like a pent up stream breaking through every restraintshe gives vent to her sorrows and the bitter pangs of her aching heartby her tears and sighs. "She prayed to the Lord." She poured forthher whole soul, and to whom? "To the Lord of hosts"; namely toHim who exists, who liveth, and who is to perfection what He is:the most High, omnipotent, everlasting and merciful God, who in thehour of trial makes known to His people that He is the Lord

theAlmighty. And that He is the Lord the Almighty even his enemiesshall know, as Pharao did who experienced the powerful hand of themost High. What a difference between the two rivals in our chapter: Peninnahit is true enjoyed many privileges, as a wife and as a mother shecould boast of many gifts which were denied to Hannah, upon whomshe looked down with scorn and pity; but one treasure she was wanting,a blessing far outweighing all other gifts, a treasure which Hannahcould claim her own: the knowledge, the friendship of the Lord, hertrust to whom she could bring all her troubles, all her cares, to whomshe could look as the rock of her salvation. And she "wept sore." Surely these tears are counted by the Lordwho "giveth grace unto the lowly." Prov. 3. 34. These tears speak farmore forcibly

than words can do: by them even mountains of careshave been lifted from the oppressed heart and cast at the Lord's feet,"Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted." Thus



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 10 — speaks the Lord to all those who amid their sorrows and afflictions knowof no other refuge but their God and have no other trust but God'sword and promise. That is Hannah's mind, the reason of her disowningany other ground of confidence save God alone. — "Hannah voweda vow, and said" our text continues. May we pronounce a vow likethis and promise anything to the most High who is all powerful, whocommands everything? — What should hinder us? All over the holyScriptures, especially in the book of Psalms, we read of numerousexamples of such vows. The vow which Hannah offered up to Godwas a solemn promise, one that truly came from the heart; what shepromised she knew to be fully able and earnestly meant to perform.Let

us be on our guard against lightly pronouncing any vows, againstpledging ourselves to any obligations: unless we have before fullyweighed the earnestness of our intentions and the range of our ownstrength; for we are neither sure of ourselves nor of the circumstancesin which we may be placed. May the mournful example of Jephthahthe judge be to us a warning against the bitter and mortifying con-sequences of inconsiderate vows! May the Spirit of Grace and truthpervade all our doings, sanctify all our vows; faith be the principleof our life, God's word and precepts our only guide, the glory ofHis name our aim. Hannah in pronouncing her vow was not swayedby selfish motives or any human considerations, she did not pledgeherself to any selfimposed duties prescribed by human laws or statutes;she did not

promise to devote herself to a state of perpetual virginityor her son to the life of a monk. Hannah's vow breathed quite anotherspirit; it flowed from the same Fountain as Jacob's vow. Gen. 28v. 20—22. These vows are acceptable to the Lord. May it be thine to have the same spirit of truth pervading all thybeing, may its selfrenouncing, selfsubduing influence guide all thy steps,sanctify all thy purposes! When afflictions clouds darken thy path, whenthe blast of temptations shake thy confidence and thou art led into thedeep of despondency and sorrow, let thy heart vow unto the Lord thisvow: "Lord my strength and my refuge, if Thou but once more wiltcome to my relief, if I but once more may enjoy the blessedness ofThy nearness, the sunshine of Thy love to dispel the shadows ofanguish and fear that

encompasseth my soul; my whole life shallhenceforth be a constant sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise to theglory of Thy name; as long as I may be permitted to travel on inthe wilderness of this life it shall be my constant, my daily occupationto proclaim to every fellow traveller I may meet on the common



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel _ 11 __ road to eternity, to the poor, the afflicted, to every lost forlorn sinner,the power of Thy love, Thy justice and the greatness of Thy mercy;for mercy is Thy name. "Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thyvows unto the most High!" Ps. 50. Indeed the Lord cannot hut look down in mercy upon his Saints who are taught by the holy Ghost to find the way to the Lord's heart by their childlike supplications; he cannot help but come to their assistance for His own name's sake. "Lord Sabaoth, Lord of hosts", is the name by which Hannah adresses her God. We find in the third verse of our chapter this very name attributed to the Lord, intimating as it were that Hannah knew her Lord to be "an all powerful God to save", a tower of strength and a refuge to them

that put their trust in Ilim. "Lord of hosts!" Thou art the Almighty keeper of Israel, thy power is unlimited, the number of thy servants untold, if Thou but unfold thy majesty and glory the proud are laid low and thine enemies confounded and scattered. Though I am overwhelmed with grief, thy hand can lift me up; were 1 even surrounded by the sorrows of death and the terrors of hell, I need not fear if Thou art at my side; for Thou art strong and there is no power to resist thy mighty arm. "If Thou wilt," said Hannah; "yes if Thou but wilt bend thy pitying eye on me, thy poor handmaid will be restored to happiness and joy! — I will submit to the wholesome discipline of a Father's love, adore a Father's hand and trust a Father's faithfulness; I will lie passive in the arms of Thy mercy, saying: 'Undertake Thou for me;' but if

Thou wilt Thou canst take the bitter cup from my lips and I shall, if it pleases Thee to grant my petitions, rejoice in Thy name and offer up to Thee thanksgiving and praise for ever." "If Thou wilt look indeed on the affliction of Thy handmaid!"Here she has touched upon the very thing on which all her hopesdepend! This humble appeal the Lord cannot resist, His mercy isvanquished. What else indeed has the Lord been always doing, whatis He doing now, and what will He continue to do but to look onthe afflictions of his servants and handmaids ? Let us but rememberthe afflictions of the children of Israel in Egypt, concerning which weread the heartstirring account in Exodus 2, 25: "And God lookedupon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them", and,"I will look even to him that is poor and of contrite

spirit, andtrembleth at my word," says the Lord Isaiah G6, 2. And thus speaksthe Lord Ezekiel 36, 9: "For, behold, I am for you, and I will turnunto you, and ye shall be tilled and sown."



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 12 - The Hebrew text implies: "If Thou wilt but earnestly look, orbut once look on the affliction of Thine handmaid." "Yes indeed, butonce for all and ever, and I am saved for ever" that is it what shewants, the expression of her yearning heart. — Hannah calls herselfthe Lord's handmaid. — What a blessed state is that of Hannah's;her whole being exhaling the sweet perfumes of that true humilitywhich our blessed Saviour has exemplified in His own spotless life onearth and His sublime precepts as we read: "When ye shall havedone all those things which are commanded, you say: we are unpro-fitable servants." St. Luke 17, verse 10. No merit or worthiness doesshe assume, no titles or preferences does she plead; mercy, free andundeserved, mercy she implores; she knows

her Lord to be a God ofkindness and of mercy, looking with compassion on her afflictions.Hers is a state of mind which according to the Hebrew text denotesin this passage that of wretchedness, of utter weariness and dejection,of breaking down, bruised and crushed under the weight of manifoldmortifications and numerous troubles. "And remember me," she continues. The very words with whichthe murderer on the cross turns in brokenheartedness of soul to acrucified Saviour, are Hannah's touching appeal to her Great Lord.Full of her own unworthiness she approaches the footstool of Hismajesty and greatness; what is she indeed that the high and loftyGod who inhabiteth eternity should look on her afflictions! Alas, ifthe Lord only for a moment would remember her! Unworthy she isin her own estimate; but she comes in the

nothingness of the creatureto the high exalted worthy One; she commits herself to Him who haspromised grace to the lowly and shall speedily and gloriously deliverthem. The Lord remembereth indeed ! for we read : "The Lord remem-bered Noah," and Psalm 74, 22: "Remember how the foolish manreproacheth Thee daily," and again: "Remember me, o Lord, withthe favour that Thou bearest unto thy people: 0 visit me with thysalvation." Ps. 106, 4. "And not forget thine handmaid," she continues praying. — Whata charming simplicity, how lovely this childlike appeal of Hannah!and how does the Lord take it, how does He return such an address,does He grow angry with it, does it provoke his displeasure? —"Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not havecompassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet

willI not forget thee, thus speaks the Lord, thy redeemer." These words



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel ------------------------------------------------------- — 13 — uttered in childlike simplicity are the final appeal of a soul in distress,driven from all creature stays and earthly refuges, of a soul dependingon the Lord alone for mercy and salvation. "Wilt thou not forget thinehandmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child." In oneof the Psalms we read: "Show me a token for good, that they whichhate me may see it and be ashamed; because thou, Lord, hast holpenme and comforted me." Three times she calls herself the Lord's hand-maid. "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice", writes St. Paul2. Cor. 12, 3. Hannah is desirous of giving her son to the Lord. Canwe give anything to the Lord, have we anything to offer to the mostHigh ? In our natural state of utter wretchedness and

sinful estrange-ment from a Holy God we have nothing to give wherewith to obtainmercy, nor have we anything to contribute to our salvation. All we cando here is to come, just as we are, as poor forlorn sinners devoid of allexcellence to an Almighty Saviour, without one plea but the preciousblood of the eternal Son of the everlasting God, the father. But they whoreally seek salvation, whose prayers are the genuine outpourings of anupright heart, a heart turning from the nothingness of the creature, fromits own deep unworthiness to the infinitely worthy One and his covenantGrace, surrender to the Lord unreservedly all their being, body and soul,their whole heart, all their affections, and what they receive in return,all the blessings of Divine spiritual love and truth, they enjoy not astheir own exclusive property and right, but as

pensioners on Divinebounty on which they are constantly depending for every new supplyof grace. And what is the moving spring with them that are thusactuated to make such vows of sacrifice and surrender to the Lord?What else but the power of that everlasting love with which theyhave been loved first, that loving kindness with which they havebeen drawn by Him who saw their tears and heard their prayers,who came to their relief in a day of salvation saying: "Fear not;for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thouart mine." They who have obtained mercy glow with a holy zealto promote the cause of the Lord their redeemer; they are burningwith an ardent desire to make their fellow-creatures also partakers ofthe grace of Him who hath delivered them and who hath called themout of darkness into his marvellous

light, of Him who has said: "Thepoor you have always with you." "And there shall come no razor upon his head." Hannah consecratesher son to the Lord, he is to be a Nazarite: one devoted to the Lord'sservice all the days of his life, a living monument of the unspeakable iWJJMfiffT____



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel _ 14 _ love and mercy which she had obtained. Her son a Nazarite, onewhose head no razor ever should touch! What could have promptedHannah to such a choice ? With the Jews a shaggy head was reputedan uncomely sight, nothing indeed to please the eyes of sense. Butunder this unseemly form the eye of faith discerns that hidden excellencyof Him whose likeness her son is to put on, of Him the despised andrejected of men, of Christ the man of sorrows! How different Hannah'schoice from all that is deemed in general excellent by parents andtherefore the most desirable object of their prayers for their children!For her son Hannah hath chosen that good part, the "one thing needful."More a mother's heart could not bestow; greater reward a

mother'slove could not receive than what she obtained from the Lord for herson in answer to her vow: to see her motherly decision, her choicecrowned with the high honour of her offspring being "planted in thelikeness of the death of Christ." A careful perusal of the song which Hannah sings in praise ofher dear Lord, such as we find recorded in the second chapter of ourbook from the first to the tenth verso, will explain to vis the reason whyHannah insisted with the Lord on having a son to serve Him in his templeall the days of his life. The holy Scriptures offer many examples of godlywomen taking a vital interest in the concerns of church and state whichthey had at heart. To what a dreadful state both church and governmentin Israel were reduced in those times we learn from the second chapterof our book where

we find the conduct of Eli and his two sons,Israel's judge and priests, recorded. According to the Hebrew text;Hannah, while she was beseeching the Lord, did not say: "a son";"a male seed" was the expression she gave to the object of her desire.Women, the genuine types of women, those who are imbued with atrue sense of their dignity and duty, will covet in their offspring aman; one endowed with manly courage and energy to rise up indefence of church and state in times when the safety of both areendangered by false doctrine or wicked example. Thus in the daysof theocratical or divine government in Israel, when the temple ofthe Lord was polluted by idolatry and His covenant broken by theiniquity of his people, we find amid the darkness of unbelief and singodly women sighing for the daybreak of salvation

and desiring tobring forth a man armed with the strength of the most High; onepersonifying as it were the promised Messiah, the expected redeemerto establish judgment and justice among his people. ConsideringHannah's situation in those times of general decline: was there a man



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 15 — in Israel of the true stamp to uphold the Lord's cause, his justiceand truth; could she look upon Elkanah her husband as such or expectsalvation from the two priests Hophni and Pineas; was even Eli, theHigh priest and prince in Israel, possessed of a manly character worthyof his office, he who appeared so little concerned about the glory ofthe Lord as to suffer his degenerated sons to profane the house ofthe Lord with their shameful conduct and injustices? Alas! how trulydid the prophet's words apply to the men of those days: "Children aretheir oppressors and women rule over them" Ies. 3, 12. and: "theirmight hath failed, they became as women." How gloriously has Hannah'sdevotion to the Lord's cause been afterwards rewarded; she had

surren-dered her son, her all, to God and to His service and lived to see heroffspring raised above the brothern of his tribe; a priest, a prophet, aruler over Israel, anointed with the grace and power of God; thetrue male seed appointed by the Lord to check the growing corruptionin church and state and to establish the Lord's justice and truth, thehonour of his tabernacle in the midst of his people. Let us recall toour mind Samuel's life, how he afterwards proved himself to be "atrue man seed," especially with regard to Saul. In the following passage wo find the wonderful ways of the Lordexemplified with regard to his children who are crying unto him in aspirit of uprightness and truth. Alas! they often find themselves inlife reduced to a state of perplexities and gloom in the dark hour oftrial when the tempest of

troubles and afflictions burst from threateningclouds that seem to overhang their heads, in a manner as the Lordspeaking to his church says: "0 thou afflicted tossed with the tempestand not comforted." Isaiah 54, 11. How numerous were the severetempests that were passing over Hannah's head every time she wentup to the house of God and there mot with the bitter taunts of heradversary, who as we read: "provoked her sore and made her fret." But what are the most violent tribulations to God's children?Conscious of their covenant relationship to their God they pass throughthe hot furnace of their trials supported by the sublime assurancethat "the Lord reigneth." Though fortune fail and friendship's mostendearing tics be dissolved, what matters it, the very hurricane oftemptation must serve to drive them

more under the shelter of theKock, in the bosom of their God. Thus we behold Hannah prostrateat her Lord's feet; to Him unburdening all the bitterness of her soul.Verse 12, we read. "And she continued praying," "repeatingly prayed,"according to the Hebrew text. Hannah has cast herself upon the Lord,



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel 16 — disowned by the world, shipwrecked in all her affections, she clingsto her Everlasting Hope for the rest of her soul; she is not to berepulsed, she does not relinquish her precious hold; "Help me, Saviour,or I die," is the outcry of her soul; persisting in her supplicationsshe repeats her vow exclaiming over and over again: Wilt thoulook on the affliction of thine handmaid, wilt thou, wilt thou indeed!Indeed this is the way with God's elect who like Hannah are drawnby the cords of His love to the great fountain-head of their life andbeing, ever crying unto the Lord, constantly calling upon his love,his mercy, his faithfulness, his infinite power, his justice and hishonour. It is true they never stand upon their own ground, they donot plead their own merit; but

ascribing all the praise to the Lordthey approach the mercy seat in selfrenouncing lowliness, solelyrelying upon the mighty arm of Him who "is nigh unto them thatare of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." —In this manner they continue with praying and beseeching the Lord,repeating the same words until they have obtained mercy. Oh, thecheerful consolation to every believing praying soul to read of ourLord in Gethsemane, that He himself "prayed the third time, sayingthe same words." Math. 26, 44. And does an answer come from heaven, a compassionate voiceproceed from the sanctuary of the Lord whispering to her afflictedsoul: "fear not," a Saviour's arm stretch forth to pour the balm ofconsolation on her wounded heart, to dry her tears and lift her upfor ever ? Alas! the bitter cup is

not yet taken from her lips; thetide of her afflictions is rising higher still and drowns the very utteranceof her voice; the prayers of her heart convulsed with grief but moveher lips, and like a poor and trembling bird, when terrified by thelurking enemy's presence, she dares not raise her timid eyes; for nearher is the High priest of the Lord, invested with the ensigns of his dignity;his eyes are bent on her in stern reproach, watching the very movementsof her lips; he thinks she is drunk. And why this thought of his? Indeedif sorrow's swelling tide has reached its highest pitch, if borne downby its crushing weight no friend on earth remains to soothe our pains,no sympathising voice to cheer the dreary watch of anguish and ofcare, if every earthly prop is giving way and we have nothing moreto call our own; then may the

dreadful hour have come in whichquite overwhelmed with grief we find no words more for complaint,no strength is left for cries, the very fountain of our tears is dryedup, and dumb with agonizing cares we seem subdued like victims of



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 17 — the intoxicating draught without the power to speak; our shakinglimbs, our quivering lips, a sigh, is all that tells the inward strugglesof the soul. Thus sinking under the cross of her afflictions Hannahmourns and all her soul she pours out to her Lord in mental prayer."Out of the depths'she cries unto the Lord," and as the Psalmist'swords express: "her soul is waiting for the Lord more than theythat watch for the morning." And docs the daybreak of deliverancecome ? Alas, the stern voice of the priest but greets her ear, sosuddenly, so unexpectedly it breaks upon the silence of the holytemple's precincts that like a thunderclap it fills her soul with awe:"How long wilt thou bo drunken, put away thy wine from thee.""What a dreadful shock to Hannah's

heart! how jarring on herfeelings; how dismal do these words resound. Thus ruthlessly rebukedand her faith trampled in the dust, and this blow dealt by thehigh priest of the Lord! So unawares, so suddenly may hell breakloose upon us from a quarter where we not in the least expected itsassaults! What is she now to do, what to reply to Eli's unjust censure?Shall she, relinquishing her precious hold, turn round upon the priestresenting the insult? To have come to the temple, there to pray, andin a state of drunkenness, what a thought! She is not guilty of thissin; but is it likewise so with other sins? — Alas! how often do wesee the fruits worked by the Holy Ghost, the Pure, the Holy andDivine misconceived and disregarded among men! Poor priest! heknows nothing of the pangs that fills a soul, who wrestling withits

God, exclaims with Jacob: "I will not let thee go except thoubless me!" Gen. 32, 26. For the heinous sins committed by his sons and the women thatassembled at the door of the Lord's tabernacle Eli had scarcely aneye. Instead of opposing the disorders and wickedness by which theLord's temple were profaned with all the authority of his office, hisonly censure was a mild rebuke; but he does not hesitate to woundthe heart of the poor afflicted woman that lies here prostrate beforehim. Oh, let us be ou our guard against rashly pronouncing a judgmentthat may hurt the feelings of our neighbour, lest, by suffering our doubtsand suspicions to escape our lips inconsiderately we commit an injustice!And we who confess our own state of unworthiness and corruptionand bewail our trespasses and sins with our tears, we

who are desiringto be cleansed from our impurities by the precious blood of Christ,who have accepted the proffered boon of His meritorious work, arewe ourselves exempt from having sinned against the holiness of the 2



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 18 — ninth commandment: "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thyneighbour ?" Must we not feel deeply humbled with the painful conscious-ness of our guilt? May it be ours to study daily with increasing zealthe spirit and the meaning of this word! The Heidelberg catechismhas to the querry: What does the ninth commandment demand ofus, the following reply: "That I must not bear false witness, againstno body, nor misrepresent or pervert anything one may have said ordone." I must not condemn my neighbour lightly and without ahearing; but I must shun all sorts of falsehood and of fraud whichare the devil's works and which call forth God's dire wrath and anger;that I must love but honesty and truth in life's transactions, confessand tell the truth

whenever I be called upon to give evidence in courtor any other place; that I must to the utmost of my power promoteand vindicate my neighbour's right and honour. Does the curse from Sinai's heights descend with less force on theheads of those who trespass upon this command, than upon them thatsin against the others? Did the Lord not say: "Cursed be he thatconfirmetli not all the words of the law to do them?" How proneare we to judge and to condemn our neighbour even without a hearingor inquiring into his case! We are naturally so perverted that wecannot even refrain from thinking evil of our fellow men! How oftendo we make ourselves guilty and condomnable on this head in ourdaily intercourse with our fellow creatures who in our judgment are notwhat we think ourselves to be ? And in making thus

ourselves guiltyof this general sin could we indeed live on without being startled bya sense of our own guilt without a remorse stirring within our breast?What stronger evidence can we have of the natural estrangement ofour unloving selfish heart from the eternal source of love and life!Where is the power of love, the energy to vindicate and to promotethe rights and honour of our neighbour to the utmost of our power ?"Judge not," says the Lord, that ye be not judged: for with whatjudgment ye judge ye shall be judged; and with what measure yemete, it shall be measured to you again." Math. 7, 1. 2. From Eli let us turn our eyes on Hannah. There we find theSpirit's genuine fruit. She does not fly into a passion, her lips pronounceno bitter words; she acts as the apostle has commanded: "Havingcompassion of another,

love as brethern, be pitiful, be courteous, notrendering evil for evil or railing for railing." 1. Pet. 3, 8. 9. And neither does she give herself up to despair and leave thetemple's court where she has fled to find refuge from an uncharitable



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 19 — and wicked world; because the Lord seems to her prayers deaf andshe is by His very priest repulsed with disdain; but mildly turninground unto the priest, whoso office and whose dignity sho honours,she humbly answers him, but firm and true: "JSTo my Lord, I am awoman of sorrowful spirit; I have drunk neither wine nor strongdrink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord, count notthine handmaid for a daughter of Belial; for out of the abundanceof my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto." Indeed the workings of the Holy Ghost breathe quite anotherspirit than the world with her vain passions and her frivolous pursuits!A pious woman, a man who fears the Lord; how different from theworldly minded throng! While in a world that shuns the path of

truthand light, we meet at every step with falsehood and deceit, hypocrisyand overbearing pride; we see God's children quietly wandering on intrue humility, unnoticed by the powerful and great; but in their heartthe treasure of that love and truth that sanctify their dealings andtheir words that make them steadfastly adhere to God's commands andfaithfully come out for what is true and right; for it is God's holyword they fear and love, this is their guide and strength amid the trialsand temptations of this world! And such a life of godliness and truthbrings forth its fruit as we shall see hereafter. The priest is movedby Hannah's mild reply, and silently he owns that he was wrong. Oh, that no feeling of false pride and shame prevent us fromacknowledging our wrongs with which wo may have grieved the heartsof others; may never

we retire to rest before we have made due amendsfor any rash and unkind word or unjust deed wo may have said ordone, and conscience's voice reprove. It is true, there is no meritoriousdeed with which we could purchase eternal bliss, no merit of our ownto claim a heavenly reward; but God requires of us that we shall layout on interest with our neighbour the debt of gratitude we owe toHim; conferring on our fellow men that loving and forbearing kindnessHe has bestowed on us. And let us bear in mind the words of St.James, the apostle: "With the tongue bless we God, even the father,and therewith curse we men who are made after the similitude ofGod. My brethren, these things ought not to be." James 3, 9. —But a little while ago we saw Eli behaving towards Hannah in a mannerunworthy of his office; but the Lord

whose power extends over every-thing, shows that He also holds the heart of men in his hand, thatthey who are unworthy, that is, unworthy in a certain sense, of the officewhich they hold in his church and service, have no power to hurt them 2*



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 20 — that are sincere and true; that upon his command they must evenminister comfort unto them that are of a broken heart and of a contritespirit and have in readiness for them a word of Divine truth to healtheir wounded hearts and to extend its salutary effect uponall the remaining days of their pilgrimage. And thou, dear blessedpilgrim of the Lord, who loveth justice, truth and light, travel on inhumbleness and faith the road that Zionward leads; let all thy words,thy actions, kindness breathe, give honour him who has a right toclaim it; do as Hannah did! She might have taxed the priest withhaving hurt her feelings and her honour, and cast into his teeth hisown indifference and neglect with regard to the shameful conduct ofhis sons; she does it not, it is not her

business. In gentle words sheimparts to Eli her distress, and by this soft reply a spark of spirituallife, still living within Eli's breast, is kindled into a recollection of thelessons he himself received once in affliction's school. "God is a Godof all comfort, he comforteth them that are in any trouble and hewill fulfil the desires of them that fear Him." 2. Cor. 1, 3. Ps. 145, 19;therefore Eli says to Hannah: "Go in peace, and the God of Israelgrant thee thy petition that thou asked of Him." Oh, that he hadknown the power of that name which he pronounced hero: "The Godof Israel!" But Hannah knew the power of that name so sweet to her,it sounds like music in her ears and fills her thrilling heart with newdelight. The longed for hour of her deliverance has struck at last!The glorious morn that dawns upon her soul restores her to the joyof

God's salvation and drives away care's gloomy shadows. She is togo in peace! That is a word, a boon that neither death nor hell norsin can take away from her! Thus strenghtened in her faith, renewedin hope she rises from the ground. She does not pride herself on whatshe has recovered, her honour and her right; but happy with thatpeace which fills her soul she thankfully and with an humble heartowns the great blessing she received: to have found grace with Godand in the eyes of men. Thus humbly she addresses the priest:"Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight." So the woman wenther way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more sad. Andthou who art in trouble and distress may it be thine to bear thy crosswithout a murmur, patiently committing all thy cares, thyself to Himwho knows thy trials and who

sees thy tears. With steadfast faithand childlike confidence look up to Him whose name is mercy, loveand truth. May be that severe trials are yet in store for thee, temptation'sfurious blast may come to shake thy soul; but let not go thy hold;



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 21 — thy constant cry: hold thou me up, o Lord, will oversound the storm;and surely thou wilt like Hannah live to see the daybreak of God's sal-vation; for God has said: "Call upon me in the day of trouble;" "I willdeliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me;" and: "The word of the Lordis right; and all His works are done in truth," and: "He will fulfil thedesire of them that fear Him, he also will hear their cry, and willsave them." And thou wilt likewise go thy way with gladness in thyheart and eat, and thy countenance will no more be sad; for thedelight in the Lord will be thy strength. Verse 19. How inexpressible is God's grace and goodness towardsmen which He has revealed in the precious gift of his dear word; to bea lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path. This word has beento

generations past a rule and guide through life, the hope and comfortto God's saints in times of darkness and distress. What would the worldindeed be without it, without this word which up to the present timehas been a safeguard to all that is acceptable to the Lord: good morals,virtue, honesty and truth, where still it is to be found in social intercourse. Blessed are they who in this word abide, and seek the Lord withundivided mind; Their feet, directed by this faithful guide will in the end restand salvation find. — Indeed, if God's word be our constant guide, we may tread life'shighway with a firm and resolute step; we need not stand with a waveringmind betwixt perplexities that on our right and left hand will arise,nor be tossed about on a sea of fears and doubts, being at a loss whatto do or not to do. God's will we find revealed in the holy

Scriptures,where we have for every thing concerning this and our future state,a wholesome precept, lesson and example. The nineteenth verse of our chapter tells us that Elkanah andHannah rose up in the morning early. They set out early in themorning; for they had a long way to travel. We may derive a usefullesson from what we find related here. Let us consider that the timewhich God has granted us to live and work, is but a loan; we areresponsible for the use of it. Whatever rank or station we occupy inlife; we have some mission to perform in the kingdom of the Lord.Let us therefore not squander fleeting moments in vain pursuits oridleness, nor think our talents too trifling to trade upon; but let uscheerfully perform the task imposed upon us, improving every hour,every day as far as health permits, and bear in mind that "the

nightcometh, wherein none of us can work" Ps. 92. Ps. 63. Isaiah 33, 2.



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 22 — Isaiah 50, 4. To how many families did the faithful performance oflife's duties bring prosperity and joy! Our verse informs us that Hannah and Elkanah have begun theday with worshipping the Lord. What a lovely picture to behold thismarried couple offering up their prayers and thanksgivings to the Lordbefore they set out on their journey homeward. Indeed, if we havethus begun the day with God, if our first thoughts are consecrated toa contemplation of the word of truth; God's blessing will attend usthrough the day and spread its hallowing influence over all its hours;the happy consciousness that God is on our side will make us strongand steel our heart against adversity and temptation's shocks; withdiligence we shall perform the task that we have to perform, andguard

against every thing that is displeasing to the Lord, our God.This good old custom to begin the day with prayer and the word ofGod, whence does it come; if not from God's own word which urgentlyenjoins upon us to observe this sacred duty. May this good old custombe preserved from falling in disuse, may it be held in high esteem inevery home, in every place! And that they have brought to a happy issue the journey theyhave thus begun with God we likewise learn from the nineteenth verse!Thus we find that with a mind stayed on God we cheerfully may enteron our daily task, our household duties; for the God, whoso sundispelled the darkness of the night, is our soul's sun, our shield; underhis guardian care we need not fear day's toils and troubles; and Godto whom we have committed ourselves with childlike faith, will blessthe work

we have begun with a praying, thankful heart. But withregard to the sluggard who does not honour God, we read: "I wentby the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of a man void ofunderstanding, and lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettleshad covered the face thereof, and the stonewall thereof was brokendown. Then. I saw and considered it well. I looked upon it andreceived instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little foldingof the hands to sleep; so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth,and thy want as an armed man." Prov. 24, 30—34. It is true, inone of the Psalms it is said: "It is in vain for you to rise so early,to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows! for so he giveth his belovedsleep," Psalm 127, 2, but this is said with regard to all those whoundertake without the Lord, whose unsanctified minds are

swayed byavarice and bent on vain pursuits. Such a state of mind is abominablein the eyes of God, for it is idolatry. How different it is with God's



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 23 — friends whose thoughts and aims are sanctified by His Spirit, -whoso minds are inspired with a glowing zeal to show their gratitude to Him whose loving kindness and untiring care for all the works of his hands, the rising sun of every coming morn anew proclaims. They use with diligence the time, even the most humble means at their command they do not disdain to employ as faithful servants in the vineyard of the Lord, for "He that giveth power to the faint, increaseth strength to them that have no might," is in the heat of day's toils and troubles their prop and stay and their reward. The hundred twenty seventh Psalm referred to above, moreover has a word to shame all those who by their heathenish avaricious cares are led so far as to consider children a heavy charge they

like not to possess; because they have to feed and to maintain them; for "lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward." "We need not suffer our lifes to be consumed by anxious cares how to bring up our children; for the God who has bestowed upon us the gift, will also give us food and raiment for them; if we but hold in high esteem prayer and his precious word which is a rich mine of all blessings, the true source of all happiness and joy. Let us therefore continue with faith and childlike confidence to look up to the Heavenly father from whom all blessings come, and who provides for all our wants; if we but trust in Him and honour his commands. From the nineteenth verse we may finally derive a lesson ofabstinence which the Lord in his word teaches married people to observoupon solemn occasions, of

which we find an example in Exodus 19,14 and 15; as we likewise learn to understand what the apostle writesto the Corinthians 1. Cor. 7, 5. We moreover have another instancehere which shows us how the Lord, the author of the matrimonial statewhich He has consecrated with his blessing, takes delight in themthat strengthen and sanctify with mutual love and due regard the sacredties by which they are united. Oh the sweet and cheerful consolationwhich the words convey: "And the Lord remembered her!" — HadHannah's mind at times perhaps been agitated between doubts andfears, if the Lord indeed would listen to her supplications ? expressedby her words: "and remember me and not forget thine handmaid."Alas, it but too often is the case with us, that doubts arising withinour breast, will dim the eye of faith and fill our heart with

apprehensionand dismay. Indeed what would become of us if in the midst oftroubles and temptations we were left to our own weakness; if wohad not a faithful God to lean upon, his Holy spirit to banish our



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 24 — guilty misgivings from our mind; to foster and to nurse the tenderseed of faith that He has planted in our breast! Thus may doubts and fears arise to disturb our rest and tempt ourfaith at times; but we do not resign our eternal hope, we struggleon with childlike confidence through darkness, troubles, trials anddistress; for we know a faithful Father's eye is watching over us, thehour of triumph is at hand, the cheerful consolation may unexpectedlyrejoice the heart: "I will do it, I am with thee." Unexpectedly wesay; for what else do the words imply: "And the Lord remem-bered her!" — Oh, the precious testimony of God's faithfulness and love; wordsof life and consolation to God's elect: "The Lord remembered her."And that he is a tower of strength, the

Lord of all salvation to allwho put their trust in Him; we find corroborated in the twentieth verse :"It came to pass when the time was come about after Hannah hadconceived, that she bare a son." The holy Scriptures testify all overof God's faithfulness and truth; so we read: "And the Lord visited Sarahas He had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as He had spoken; forSarah conceived and bare Abraham a son in his old age at the settime of which God had spoken to him." Gen. 21, verse 1 and 2,and Gen. 30, verse 22 and 23 we find a passage of similar import. Indeed what are we that a holy God should have compassionwith beings like we are, guilty cumberers who might have been leftthrough eternity a monument of His righteous vengeance; that Heshould hear our unworthy prayers; that still mercy is

remembered whenbut wrath is deserved? What would it be if He would deal withus according to our deserts, if His pardoning love and mercy had notheld us up? With a compassionate eye He looks upon His children,their weaknesses, their trials and their struggles move His Father'sheart to pity. He grows not weary neither does He faint, thoughthey at times may faint; their heart may sink within them, they maymourn a blank, a sense of solitude as if the Lord had left them todespair by reason of their sins, backslidings and departures. But theLord remains the same amid all the ebbings and Sowings in the tideof man's fitful frames and feelings; he remains fixed and immovable,the great Eock of ages, a shelter to His saints; His words and promisesare Truth, and Life, and Light. It is true, God's children may at times

beled in darkness, when clouds of doubts and fears will dim the eye of faithand hide the sunshine of a Father's smile, when bending like the tenderreed before temptation's bhist, they feel as if the Lord had withdrawn



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel - 25 — His hand from them, as if the Lord had left them friendless, portionless.The Lord but for a time will leave his children in this state of distanceand alienation in order to enhance with them his favours, the sweetjoys of a Father's tenderness and love for which they sigh. He leadsHis saints by this rough, uneven path, through darkness, fears anddoubts, in order that a sense of their own emptiness may drive themcloser to the allfulness of an allsufficient Saviour; that the tremblingmagnet of their own vacillating affections may be ever pointing moreto their Lord, that they may learn to rely with more childlike con-fidence on the unseen arm of a covenant God, on His strength alone;disowning every other ground of confidence or hope of mercy, andlooking

with more single faith to His word and promise, to His owngracious assurance that "they who wrait upon the Lord will renew theirstrength." The Lord seems to deny His favours for a while, He seemsto hide His gracious countenance from us; that we may learn to beliving more from day to day on His grace on which we are dependentfor every pulsation of spiritual life; that our affections may be morealive to the incalculable obligations under which we are laid to God forHis grants of mercy for every token of unmerited love, and we mayshow forth genuine fruits of gratitude, not only by lip homage, but byheart and life's devotion. We are but too prone to take God's mercies asmatters of course. Alas, how many are thus living on in a state ofinsensibility and indifference towards God; how many who are dailyliving on

His bounty with a cold, unfeeling heart! But there wherespiritual life is really to be found the whole existence will becomea sacrifice of thankfulness, a consecrating and surrender of all we haveor are, our heart will be an altar whence the incense of praise and loveand thanksgiving is constantly ascending to the throne of grace, and weshall bless the Lord for all the wondrous tokens of His infinite love,His faithfulness and rectitude, the great gift and purchase of free unme-rited grace, and our soul will exclaim in amazing wonder: The Lordhas remembered me; He has done with me according to His word;He has granted my unworthy prayers! Yes, God's Saints proclaim thewonders of His name, of Him who has called them out of darknessinto His marvellous light, "who loved them with an everlasting love,"who put the

new song into their mouth: "The Lord is my rock andmy fortress, and my deliverer, my God my strength in whom I trust.""The Lord has done it!" that is their triumphant shout! He has re-vealed His power, love and mercy, as He had done to Sarah, Racheland to Hannah, as we find testified in His holy word: "She bare a son."



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 26 — Again: "The Lord remembered her:" How expressive of ourwretchedness by nature, our proneness to dwell on the strength of ourtemptations, to yield to despondency and doubt, rather than relyingon the faithfulness and promise of Him who has said: "I will forgiveyour iniquity, and I will remember your sin no more!" Jer. 31, verse 34."She had conceived." How sweet a testimony to the believing soulto know that it is the Lord on whom our joys and happiness depend,the creator of the domestic state which He has blessed, saying: "Befruitful and multiply!" Indeed such grants of mercies, such mar-vellous proofs and tokens of unmerited love must call forth fruitsof genuine gratitude and praise from all the hearts who likeHannah are renewed by the blessed influence of the Spirit of

allgrace and comfort. Samuel, we read, is the name she called her son, the fruit of herprayers, the pledge of her Lord's love and mercy. He is to bearthat name in commemoration of God's kindness towards ner. At the birthof her son she recalls to her mind the time when she was tried andtempted in affliction's training school; once more she travels back therough and dreary path to the dark days when her yearning soul waswrestling with the Lord, a season of perplexities and troubles andhumiliations, when she, the poor handmaid of the Lord, in broken-heartedness of soul was crying to the Lord of her salvation for a tokenof His tenderness and love. Her heart was failing within her, herstrength was giving way; but the Lord has held her up, He hasmagnified His grace in her, by His power, love and mercy His poorhandmaid has heen restored to

happiness and joy, His Father's handhas wiped the teardrops from her eyes. It is His word, the Lordit is who has sustained her in her weakness; His unswerving rectitudeand faithfulness she did not trust in vain, that is the loftiest ground ofher rejoicing. Indeed the Lord hath done all things well, of mercyas of judgment she now can sing. For all these blessings, all these privileges she owes to God allher affections, every power of her body, every faculty of her soul;her whole existence is to be a living evidence and expression ofgratitude and devotion; her son a living monument of God's faithfulnessand truth, his name an open book where every one may read: "Thatthe Lord is a rewarder unto them that diligently seek Him," Heb. 11,16.;unto them whose aim and purpose are the glory of His name. Andwhat a Saviour is the Lord! how wonderful are His

ways! Fromout the depths of humiliation and despondency, through frowning



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 27 — providences and the narrow path of selfrenouncing lowliness Hisupholding arm conducts His saints to the glorious heights of Hissalvation, to the full fruition of His love and nearness. In answer toher supplication Hannah has received a son; therefore she calls hisname Samuel, that is: "granted by the Lord!" This name likewiseimplies: "name of God," or "his name is God." Thus from the perishable creature she looks up to the everlastingGod, to her immortal hope: the origin and end of all existence, inwhom all her wellsprings are, whose glorious name her son is destinedto proclaim among His people. Here we may start the question sug-gested by this passage: whether we ought or not to give our childrenbiblical names ? It certainly is pleasing to the Lord and

profitableto the faithful servant of the Lord, if the child's name, suggestedby the holy Spirit's influence and by a thankful heart, recalls tomind the Great Giver of the gift of Divine love and mercy, Hisfaithfulness and truth, the wonders of the ways which God hasdeemed good to lead us; from weakness unto strength, from darknessinto light, from poverty unto the riches of His favour. But it isfanatism or superstition to tamper and to trifle as it were with holyScripture names we make our children bear and which we do notunderstand. The children of the holy women in Scripture invariablyhave been what their names implied: an index of God's favours,a monument of His grace, a deposito to their godly parents ofGod's infinite love and mercy. As a general rule therefore let usgive our children common names, family names or names

taken fromhistory, such as our forefathers have borne and which recall to ourmind their lifes of labour, their care and devotedness for our well-being and happiness. Verse 21. wo learn that Elkanah with his household went up tothe sanctuary of the Lord, there to offer to His God the yearly sacrificeand his vow. Elkanah fears the Lord, the glory of His name is dearto him; he is resolved to serve the living God who has a right toclaim all his affections, and therefore he devotes to Him his all, thosenearest to his heart on earth. By the sublime example of a godly lifehe sanctifies his home of which he is the worthy head and guide. Theinfant smiles of his newborn son enkindles in his heart a holy flameof gratitude to the God of Israel who executeth righteousness andjudgment for all that are oppressed, to the God who has shownmercy

to his dear beloved wife and who has crowned her life withhonour and the richness of His grace. Thus he brings upon a praying



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 28 — heart unto his God his wife and child and all the members of hishousehold; a sacrifice of thankfulness and praise. May it be ours to follow his example, may every husband, everyfather be mindful of the debt of gratitude he owes to God, the authorof the matrimonial state, for all the gifts of everlasting love, theblessings of a home and family; may every homestead be thedwelling of the righteous who fear the Lord, and their name be:the Lord is there! Woe to the house where God's word is neglected,its hallowing influence not felt, and darkness reigns of unbelief andsin instead of life and light of Gospel truth and love! Alas it is amost distressing fact to see so many husbands, many fathers amidstthe all engrossing things of time and sense forget that they arecalled upon by God who

made them head and chief of family andhome, to be to those entrusted to their care a guide through life,the guardian of their happiness and wellfare. The Lord will callthem to account for their neglect, at their hands He will requirethe souls of wife and child! But threefold blessed is the happyhome where God is feared, Salvation's voice is heard; the lovelyhome whose head a servant of the Lord, a priest among his familyand kindred, ministers to all around the bread of life in word anddeed. Such a house becomes a church where the holy name of Godis praised, a temple of the Lord devoted to His service. Such homesunited into one community by the sacred bonds of godliness areblessed indeed; a stronghold of the Lord; for God dwells in theirmidst! His peace and justice are their shield against all hell, death,world and sin, they need not fear;

temptations boisterous roaringseas will spend in vain their fury upon the rock on which they stand. "Elkanah with his household went up to the sanctuary of theLord, there to offer to his God the yearly sacrifice." The yearlysacrifice! this is not to be overlooked. At a set time we see thisworthy man at the head of his family and household appear intothe presence of the Lord, the place of public worship where God'sgreatness is proclaimed. Elkanah on his way to the house of Godis not observing a mere outward form void of sense, he is not fol-lowing the idle practices of vanity and ostentation; he honours timeand place of public worship which are appointed by the Lord forthe special benefit of frail humanity; because there in the midst ofthe Lord's congregation it is where dwells the glory of His name,where peace is offered and the weary heart may find

refuge fromall the toils and troubles of this world, where the aspiring soul may



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 29 — draw fresh supplies trom the rich treasures of Eternal love and trutri.Oh let us therefore follow the example of this godly man and likehim honour the sacred custom established by the Lord. May itbe ours with the Psalmist to exclaim: "My soul longeth, yea evenfainteth for the Courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh criethout for the living God." Ps. 84, 2. Elkanah went to offer to his God the yearly sacrifice and hisvow. His vow! We are not told the nature of this vow; but wemay well suppose that he made Hannah's vow his own, or maybe that he offered to his God a special vow of gratitude and loveon hearing from his wife what God had done to her. "Vow, andpay unto the Lord your God: let all that be round about himbring presents unto Him that ought to be

feared," we read Ps. 76verse 11. Indeed the eye with rapture dwells on such a lovelypicture of matrimonial happiness and love as that presented by thelifes of Hannah and Elkanah. Their hearts in holy wedlock areunited, the natural ties are hallowed and strengthened by the in-dwelling grace of Divine love that animates their souls and blendstheir mind and will into one common aim and purpose: the gloryof God's name and kingdom and the promotion of their mutual hap-piness and peace; such is the nature of that holy genuine lovethat makes the husband the faithful head and guardian of his wife,even as Christ the great head of his church the Saviour of thebody who also loved the church, and gave himself for it. Verse 22. "And Hannah went not up." By the law every malein Israel was bound to repair to the sanctuary of the

Lord three timesa year, there to appear into His presence, not the women, and whynot ? Naturally of an obdurate and stubborn disposition, hardheartedmen, as a general rule, more require than the softer sex the spursand bridle of the law to keep them within bounds, to urge them onto the observance of their duties towards God and men. Frail womanfrom a sense of her own weakness and dependency is naturally moredisposed to listen to the gentle accents of the Gospel truth and con-solation, the words of life which in the house of God are offered tothe soul that thirsteth for the living God; and therefore they areoften favoured above men with a knowledge of the things which arenot of this world, but of the life invisible which is hid with Christin God. "Woman who the first was brought to fall in Paradise bythe devils artfulness

and cunning, is now in the new world of gracethe first to hear and to proclaim the gladsome tidings proceeding



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 30 — from the vacant sepulcre: "He is not here, the Lord is risen."Oh blessed souls that hastened from the risen Saviour's tomb tobring their brethren the happy news of their redemption from thepower of death! Not the behests of outward laws engraven ontables made of stone accelerate their steps; their gentle minds areswayed by another law, the law of Divine love and freedom in-scribed on the inner tables of the heart. That is the other lawinspired by the Holy Spirit's power to which the holy womenowed their zeal to serve the living God with heart and life's de-votion, whenever they appeared with their husbands and of theirown free will within the sacred place of public worship whereGod's people met to praise and thank the Lord, the author of allgrace and

happiness. Thus we learn from the 22d verse thatHannah looked into that perfect law of freedom and that she everafter adhered to it. And what do the words imply of Saint Paul theapostle: "The wife shall be saved in child bearing?" 1 Tim. 2, 15.Paramount to every other consideration are the duties of a mother,the wife whose chief cares ought to be devoted to the happiness andcomfort of her home, the welfare of her child and all the soulscommitted to her tender solicitude. These duties are of greater con-sequence and weight than even the observance of church service andthe sacred rites; if the performance of her household duties is thepreventing cause of her attending public worship. The words of theApostle alluded to above refer to the position of the wife in whichshe has been placed by Providence. The house is first of

all theplace where she is destined to serve the Lord in works of patience,faith and Charity; it is the special province of her activity andaspirations. The happy home where female virtue reigns, the gentleinfluence of a pious mother, a faithful wife is felt; such a home be-comes a sanctuary of the Lord where His grace and blessings areresiding. But deeply to be pitied is the house that is neglected bya frivolous wife whose mind is taken up with trifling vanities. Awife who can forget-her sacred duties, the dignity of her own sex,who has no heart for God, nor eye for the well being of her familyand home, no time to spare for church on the Lord's day by reasonof indifference or slothfulness or laziness; such a wife has no favourwith the Lord; for she emperils the salvation of her soul, she causeshappiness and prosperity to depart from

the place whose ornamentshe ought to be, and finally involves her husband and herself in debtand ruin.



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel How different from such a course of life is Hannah's conduct!Her devout mind is swayed by that selfrenouncing love that does notseek its own; the love of God her satisfying portion, the glory of Hisname, that is the lofty ground, the motive of her actions. The childupon whoso feeble form her fond mother's eyes are resting, thoughdear to her, is not the idol of her heart; she looks upon it as apledge of her Redeemer's faithfulness and mercy; God is the real pro-prietor of what she merely holds in trust of Him: her son. To watchhis tender age to nurse him with the blood of her own mother'sheart, to bring him up for God, His temple and His service; that isthe sacred task to which Hannah has herself devoted, her time, herrest and all the energies of her soul. Has she then no

personalwants, no need of comfort and the consolation of the church to supportmind and body in the fulfilling of her arduous task ? She does notthink of it; she does not require anything for herself; she does notask her husband to go up with him to the house of God; but shesays to him: " I will not go up until the child be weaned, and thenI will bring him that he may appear before the Lord and thereabide for ever." That is the all absorbing business of her life, her great concern,the "one thing needful" to her mother's heart; to remain faithfulto her word, to pay her vow which she had vowed unto the Lordher God: that her son should be trained up for His service andbe His alone. That is Hannah's heart exhaling the sweet per-fumes of true humility and selfdenial. What portion she is toget for herself is not the question that disturbs her

mind; thehappiness and welfare of her kindred, of those nearest to her heart,are the chief cares that occupy the foreground of her thoughts;if they receive but something from the Lord, something will beleft for her the poor but nevertheless redeemed and pardonedsoul, may it be ever so little; the rich Lord will not quite forgether. Indeed in Hannah we behold the devout mother, the faithfulwife! From a recollection of the past she draws new strength forthe performance of her duties, she knows the Lord will do ac-cording to His word, He will bestow his favours upon all that fearand honour Him. Verse 23. "And Elkanah her husband said unto her: do whatseemeth thee good, only the Lord establish His word." Instructive isthis verse to married people; for they may learn from it the exerciseof mutual love and forbearance. Elkanah's conduct

towards Hannah



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 32 — teacnes every husband to treat Ms wife with gentleness and kindness.It was said to the wife: " He (the husband) shall rule over thee;"but God who said this word will be the just avenger to every hus-band who abuses of this right, who does not honour the companionof his life by paying her all due regard; as He will bless the man whounderstands to rule the wife whose guiding head the Lord made himto be with love and wisdom; like our Lord Christ is dealing withHis church of which He is the head, a kind and gracious Lord.Elkanah does not insist upon the letter of the law, he does not say:Thou must go up with me; he honours the decisions of his wife, forhe understands the Spirit that guides her heart and will. Oh! blessed indeed are wife and husband whose

hearts are thusunited into one mind and purpose by the same spirit of selfdenyinglove ; that is the solid ground on which the lovely edifice of all do-mestic peace and happiness is raised. He who merely builds uponthe letter of the law without an understanding of the Spirit's quicken-ing power may wish to edify the mind of others; alas! he will butsow the seed of discord and dissention! But he whose heart andunderstanding are sanctified by the Holy Spirit's quickening grace willby His influence be led into all truth; the spirit of the law will makehim free from the servitude and bondage of the letter and peace hewill find for his soul. Elkanah's mind is swayed by this spirit, heleaves his wife at home to tend and nurse the child as she had said,and answers: "only the Lord establish His word." Or does Elkanah perhaps doubt God's

faithfulness and truth?do the promises of God, does His word not come true always withoutfail? Oh indeed! but is this the case with me, with you? That is thequestion that will sometimes disturb our peace of mind. Thereforeit is the ardent prayer expressed by sterling faith and confidence inGod: "Deal with us according to Thy word!" "So the woman abode and gave her son suck until she weanedhim!" From this example a mother may derive the lesson that it isher duty to nurse the child herself, with her own hand, if she havebut health and strength enough for it. Let our eyes but for a moment dwell upon the place whitherElkanah bent his steps, the house of God in Shiloh. Alas, thewickedness and sin we there observe! Whence shall redemptioncome, whence the reform so ardently desired for ? From this dis-tressing scene we

turn our eyes to Rama, to the silent chamberwhere Hannah lives. There we behold the faithful mother nursing



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 33 — her child; her eyes are lifted up to heaven and overflow with tearsof thankfulness and love. May be that at tho thought of so muchwickedness and sin and at the aspect of the little babe she trembledfor a while, and doubts and fears for once more may arise totempt her faith; but no, she need not fear nor tremble for thedevil; lo, on her mother's bosom is hanging the reformer, tho pro-mised of the Lord! Verse 24. 25. We do not positively know tho age of littleSamuel at the time his mother took him up to the sanctuary of theLord at Shiloh. He must have been either bordering on his thirdyear or he had nearly attained his tenth year. To wean, with thoHebrews, either meant: to wean from the mother's breast or it de-noted the act of weaning from the discipline of boyhood.

But thewords: "and the child was young," and farther on: "and he (Samuel)worshipped the Lord there," rather seem to indicate that he wasten years old. These words imply moreover that the boy must havebeen of a very delicate frame of body and seemingly unfit for thefatigues and the exertions of the duties upon which the boy wasabout to enter. Such are God's ways with men. The Lord loves to reveal thewonders of His power in the frail instrument of Grace which He haschosen for executing His designs; in order that His hand be manifestin all. But little Samuel, though of a weak and delicate complexion,must have been endowed with a comprehensive mind and a heartcontaining the germs of a godly life, somewhat similar to Saint Paul,the apostle, who likewise was of little stature; for he was namedPaul, viz: a little man. At Lystra

the people believed him to beMercury, one of their gods; because he was the speaker and alittle man in comparison to Barnabas who was tall and thereforethought to be their Jupiter. Such is our mode of thinking, our wayof judging from what appears great to our eyes. Even Samuel him-self in latter days when he was called upon to annoint David kingof Israel mistook the tall grown elder brother for the chosen of theLord; and so it was with the people who thought Saul a great andpowerful king because he was of stately form and taller than therest of them. Let us therefore not look to the perishable creature, to the'mere outward form that strikes the eye of sense; but let us ratherlift our eyes up to the Throne of Grace; may the thought that Godwill glorify His power and grace in our weakness and the weakness 3



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 34 — of our children sustain us! Oh, the sublime example of sterling faith,the power of love and true selfdenial of Hannah! She pays thevow she vowed to the Lord her God; what she has promised shefulfils, not a word does she retract; she does not suffer her-self to be betrayed into unfaithfulness by flesh and blood; thedevil's arts and cunning are lost upon her, even the weakness of herchild cannot shake her firmness. Thus she takes her son up with herto the house of God. She is going to resign him there for everout of her hands and motherly protection into the hands of strangers;but she puts her trust in the Almighty God; the boy is the Lord'sproperty, he is to serve but Him alone; therefore she puts away thechild from her fond mother's bosom, and with unshaken faith

sheyields the boy up to her God. May we too look upon our childrenas the Lord's property, and early in their most tender age give themto God, devote them to His service! True, it is not the work offlesh and blood; but they who passed through the furnace of affliction,and there have been made children themselves, will bear in mind thatthe child's heart is like a sheet of paper to write upon. Thou godlyparent, write then upon it what thou thyself from Heaven hast received;let the youthful heart be impressed by thy prayers and example inan early stage of life, and be assured that the impression will notbe effaced nor your labours will be lost! Be not discouragedby waywardness and such like faults which happen just in giftedchildren to break forth most frightfully; if thou but faithfully con-tinue with the hand of faith to lay down in the little

heart theseed of God's holy word; that word which thou hast taken fromthe holy source of truth and life will be a weapon in thy hand tocheck the growing evil and thou wilt live to see the precious fruitit will bring forth. Hannah took the child up with her and three bullocks and oneephah of flour and a bottle of wine. Nowhere else in Scripture wefind an offering of this description mentioned. The customary offer-ings for a boy on such occasions were of a different nature, neitherwere the offerings made by the Nazarites the same. Besides we donot find that there was ever any provision made with regard tosacrificial rites and offerings bearing relation to vows. But Hannahmust have been initiated in the great secrets of godliness. Observationson the Holy Scriptures which date from the ninth century (the glossor commentary is meant here, of

which the preachers of the middleages, among them Huss, made frequent use, and which bear the



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 35 - stamp of Scriptural knowledge such as the primitive Christians hadreceived from tradition) represent the three bullocks as an alle-gorical type of the Holy Trinity. According to these interpretationsthe ephah of flour and the bottle of wine were prototypes of theflesh and blood of Christ or of the bread and wine of the Lord'ssupper instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ to whom, according tothe Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews, point all the sacrificial rites.Hannah brought her child and two bullocks to Eli the priest. Onebullock the parents slew for themselves. This offering was madein honour of the Lord; the two bullocks were the offering pre-sented by the parents to the Lord both for the child's educationin the name of God the Father and the communion of the HolyGhost, and his transfer and

surrender to God the Father and thecommunion of the Holy Ghost. And as St. Paul the apostle says,1 Cor. 10. v. 9., that the children of Israel tempted Christ inthe wilderness: so did Hannah likewise know Christ as herking and the Lord's annointed. Of this her own words expressedin the 10"' verse of the 2d chapter of our book, give evidence:" and He shall give strength unto His king and exalt the hornof His annointed." Thus, the ceremony of slaying a bullock on the occasionwhen the parents brought up the boy to Eli pointed to his sur-render unto the passion and death of Christ the expected Redeemer.Hannah and Elkanah did the very thing that Christian parentsdo who teach their children to pray and to sing: "May Thy bloodand righteousness be to me a glorious dress" and: "0 ThouLamb of God without guilt or blemish slain on the cross for thesins of

the world." The ephah of flour and the bottle of wine which Hannah offeredto the Lord has reference to the food which the boy required forhis subsistence. Does the provision which the devout mother madefor her son not equally point to that great Provisionmaker whomade provision for the whole world with God the Father, for youand me, for us and for our children, to Him who said: "I am thebread of life" and: "Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my bloodhas eternal life" ? Yes indeed, this bread of life, this wine fromHeaven, the blood of Christ is our soul's support; the very food,the very drink! To this meatoffering refers Isaiah when he, speakingof the righteous, says: "His bread shall be given him, his watershall be sure." (Isaiah 33. v. 16.) 3*



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 36 — Verse 26 — 28. Verse 26 we have a formulary of an oath suchas it was pronounced in those days: "As thy soul liveth." We arereminded on this occasion of a passage in the Heidelberg catechism:that we are allowed to take an oath if we are required by ne-cessity to maintain and promote by its means truth and faith tothe honour of God and the wellbeing of our neighbour. A lovelyassertion it is: "I have no other wish than that thy soul liveth; howshould I then deceive and not tell thee the truth?" We have hereagain an instance of Hannah's modesty and lowliness; she gives ho-nour to him who has a right to claim it. From the example ofher life we may draw a beautiful lesson of true humility of heartsimilar to what St. Paul the Apostle writes Col. 3, 12: "Put ontherefore as the elect of God,

holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering." Oh, mayit be ours to have that childlike grace, the singleness of heart ofwhich Hannah was possessed, may it be ours to study the sublimeprecept of the apostle! Kindness, meekness, humbleness of mindbe our constant rule in the intercourse of our life! Her lifeexhibits no presumptuous pride; but that humility which gainsthe heart of men and is the genuine fruit of grace. Far from boast-ing of the many favours she received, or priding herself onthe great sacrifice her mother's heart had come to make, she onlysays, recalling her past sufferings to the priest: "My Lord, I amthe wor.:an that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord." Hewho has been taught by the Holy Spirit's influence to cry likeHannah unto the Lord from the innermost of his soul: "Wilt

thouremember me and not forget me" will also be imbued with the Spiritof that humility which caused Jacob to exclaim: "I am not worthyof the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which Thouhas shewed unto Thy servant." Verse 27. reads according to the Hebrew text: "I prayed forthis child and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked ofHim." What a glorious testimony of Hannah in honour to her Lord!In public she proclaims the praise of His everlasting faithfulnessand love. Thus we are taught that we ought to praise the Lordand glorify His name everywhere, and above all there where Hisname is feared and loved and His praise is sung; in the midst ofGod's beloved children. We ought to proclaim the power of His lovenot only for the rich grants of Spiritual blessings we received; but alsofor the favours which God has granted to each of

us in private life.



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 37 — The words of Hannah to the priest are the expression of thatholy love and sterling faith which spread so great a charm upon thewhole life of that highfavoured woman. How eloquent her words,and the example of her life to all whose hearts and minds aresanctified by that peace, by that indwelling grace, which "passeth allunderstanding"; whose hearts are burning with that holy flame of Di-vine love and aspirations which have no other scope than the gloryof God's name, the propagation of His truth and mercy. That wasthe moving spring of Hannah's words and actions; it is the index ofher history and life. May the Holy Ghost, the Divine teacher ofthe human heart inspire us with the same childlike faith, simplicityand confidence that caused Hannah to rely upon her Lord; to exposeto Him

all her wants and Her desires. "For this child I have prayedand the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him."That is the living and abiding proof that the Lord God, who knowsthe wants of mortal men, listens to all the prayers ascending froma heart entirely devoted to His truth, the glory of His name, Hischurch and kingdom; that He grants every thing, even temporalgifts when the honour of His name is concerned. Verse 28. "Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord, as longas he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." That is an act of holygratitude and sublime devotion! "Without a sigh, without a murmurshe tears the dear gift from her mother's heart and yields it up toher dear Lord, the Dearest above all: "the Lord has given it andHe takes His own back again: the name of God be praised." Ohweep fond mother on your darling's grave, but do

not grieve likethose who have no hope; for lo! the grave in which you look withweeping eyes is but the link connecting you with Heaven! Your childhas entered that eternal house where sin and darkness are unknown,where no more troubles cloud the serene peace of everlasting bliss."And she worshipped the Lord there." Therefore, like Hannah, let uspraise the Lord, surrender without murmuring at the dispensationsof God's Holy providence the dearest object of our love on earth,when it pleases Him to tear it from our side. Verse 28. reads according to another translation: "I too havemade him pray, I have trained him up for the Lord whom he is toserve all the days of his life. This would imply that Hannah broughther son Samuel to the priest Eli at the more advanced age of tenyears, that she impressed the boy from his tender infancy withthe love and

fear of God that lived in her heart. She thus taught



Reflections on the first chapter of the first book of Samuel — 38 — her child as soon as it had begun to speak to fold its little hands inprayer, to bow its knees to the Lord her God. Let us do with ourchildren as Hannah did; let us make them acquainted with the eternallove of God, with Jesus the great friend of children who loves themdearly and demands in return a loving heart, a holy life devotedto God's service. "And he (Samuel) worshipped the Lord there," as we find inthe Dutch, English, Danish and Syrian Bibles and in many trans-lations of ancient date. Hannah has thus followed the precious rulewe find laid down in one of the Proverbs, and which ought to bewritten in golden letters on the lintels of every nursery, of everyschoolroom: " Train up a child in the way he should go, and whenhe is old he will not depart from it." Proverbs 22, 6. "We conclude our

chapter with a word of praise in honourof the Lord: "What a treasure is a devout wife watching on the altar of herhomestead the holy flame of godliness, what a blessing is a piousmother who like Hannah trains up her child for God. How oftendid the Lord lay in their hands the destinies of the church of Christ,the destinies of the world! IV* I" ^&lli^4is^gj^^

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

