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Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet SERMONS on the BOOK of JONAH. i. First Chapter of Jonah the Prophet. The first chapter of the Prophecies of Jonah runs as follows : 1  Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai,saying, 2  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; fortheir wickedness is come up before me. 3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence- ofthe Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going toTarshish : so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to gowith them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 4  But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there wasa mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5  Then the mariners were afraid, and cried

every man unto hisgod, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, tolighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of theship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 6  So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, Whatmeanest thou, 0 sleeper ? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that Godwill think upon us, that we perish not. 7  And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us castlots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So theycast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 8  Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whosecause this evil is upon us ; "What is thine occupation ? and whencecomest thou ? what is thy country ; and of what people art thou ? 9  And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew ; and I fear the Lord,the

God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 10  Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him,Why hast thou done this 1 For the men knew that he fled from thepresence of the Lord, because he had told them. 11  Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, thatthe sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tem-pestuous. 12  And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth intothe sea ; so shall the sea be calm unto you : for I know that for mysake this great tempest is upon you.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 4- 13  Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to land ; but theycould not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 14  Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseechthee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life,and lay not upon us innocent blood : for thou, O Lord, hast done as itpleased thee. ? 15  So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea : andthe sea ceased from her raging. 16  Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered asacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. . 17 Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. Here is an instructive story, which teaches the followingtruths : (1.) We are never ready, either to do God's will, or to doit in God's way, (v. 1,

2.) (2.) Rather than do His will we move as far away fromHim as our feet will carry us, and pay a heavy price so thatthey may take us out to sea, (v. 3.) (3.) But the Lord knows where to find us, and sends Hismighty tempest to fetch us back, (v. 4.) (4.) Then we hide ourselves in the darkest corner, andlie still, and pretend to be fast asleep, as if nothing werewrong, (v. 5.) (5.) The things that surround us will not suffer us to rest,and force us to face our real condition, (v. 6—8.) (6.) When we are driven into a corner, it becomes manifestto the world what manner of spirit we are of, (v. 9.) (7.) But when we are thus reduced to an alternative, if wereally are God's own, we do not greatly regard our own lives,but suffer ourselves to be cast forth into the sea, (v. 10—15.) (8.) When we have been cast forth into the sea we mustneeds descend into hell, but underneath are

the everlastingarms to receive us. (1.) We are never ready either to do God's will,or to do it in God's way. " By grace ye are saved, and not through works, lest anyman should boast." How many of those who highly esteemthis truth do really understand it, and lay it to heart ? It isGod's will that we should believe in Him, but how manifold andvaried were the dealings of God with Abraham before Hecould get him to acknowledge that God was true, and that hehimself was a liar, that God was justified in all His sayings,and that he himself was full of wickedness. The same re-luctance to be loyal to this truth -we find in Jonah, the prophet.A prophet he certainly was, and a servant of the Lord—of thatwe are assured in 2 Kings xiv. 25, where it is said of Jero-boam, the son of Joash : " He restored the coast of Israel from



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 5 the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according tothe word of the Lord God of Israel, which He spake by thehand of His servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet,which was of Gath-hepher." But though he was a prophetand a servant of God he did not choose to follow the guidanceof God. His name was Jonah, that is " Dove," and hisfather's name was Amittai, or " Truthful." But this manJonah would not have believed, before he had come to be tried,that he would run away from the place where he was told topreach,—he would not understand that the name of his Fatherin the heavens was "Truthful," who carries out what Hedeclares through His word, and makes good His word by what-ever means He may ordain.

Jonah thought that God wouldnot really do that which He commanded him to proclaim. Hedid not consider how mighty a weapon preaching becomes inthe hand of the Lord, and he forgot the great things that arewrought by the power of the word. He thought, " WhateverI, Jonah, preach or say must prove valid, and since ? I knowwell that this message will never come true, I will take myselfaway, and refuse to deliver it." But the word of the Lord hadcome to him, saying, " Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,and cry against it: for their wickedness is come up beforeme." The Lord willed that Jonah should " cry againstNineveh," in order that by his preaching that city mightbe led to repentance, and thus saved. Jonah was ready topreach, but on terms with which the devil himself must

havebeen perfectly satisfied. He was willing to say, " Nineveh,thou art doomed "—but then Nineveh was. to remain underthat doom. I daresay you have often thought that this man Jonahmust have been a strangely perverse missionary. Yet Peter,who several centuries later lived in the same sea-port whereJonah went on board, was at first quite as unwilling to go toCornelius, the centurion, and when he had at length gone, wasat great pains to justify his conduct to all the brethren, whichhe did not by simply referring to the word of the Lord, " Goye forth into all the world," but by an account of the visionwhich God had shown him. But let us look at home, my friends, and ask ourselves theall important question : Do we desire our own and our neigh-bour's salvation or destruction ? Do

we really and sincerelybelieve that all depends on the preaching of the Word, or dowe in the pride of our self-love and of our self-willed lives rebelagainst God's word and guidance 1 Of course, we are called ina different way and to a different work from that allotted toJonah ; and yet to us, too, it is said, " Go to the Nineveh ofthine own heart, and cry against it, for the wickedness of thatcity is come up before me." Will you listen to this as a matter



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet ti not to be trifled with, as God's own message to each and all ofyou ? Will you constantly keep this message before the eyeof your soul 1 Will you yield to the grace of God whoworketh in you both to will and to do, and work out your ownsalvation with fear and trembling? Will you humble thatgreat king, self, in your hearts, and all his subject throng indust and ashes before God ? Or do you not rather lull your-self to sleep with some reasoning such as this : God is mercifuland good, and will never execute those threats of His; I amsaved and safe, and have no further need to cry againstmyself? Look well into your hearts whether this or that betrue of you. Meanwhile, I will give you the result of mysoul's experience, and that in a few short words :

God's will isthat we should be saved by accepting His message of repentanceand faith, but this message we will not accept; we will notsuffer the grace of God to be all in all, because it is necessary tothis end that our proud self should be humbled and perish, andwe fearfully shrink back from such self-annihilation. Hereour will is most grievously opposed to the will of God,although daily our lips utter the prayer, " Thy will be done." (2.) Rather than do His will we move as faraway from hlm as our feet will carry us, and paya heavy price to be taken out to sea. This is what Jonah did. He rose up not to do the will ofthe Lord, but to flee from His presence, and turned his facetowards the sea, although he must have known from his veryyouth the inspired words of the poet king : " Whither shall

Igo from Thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from Thy pre-sence ? If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in theuttermost parts of the sea : even there shall Thy hand lead me,and Thy right hand shall hold me." First he went two orthree days' journey to get to the port of Joppa where hethought he was most likely to find a ship ready, and havingfound one bound for a distant shore, he immediately betookhimself on board. He could not exactly have said where hewanted to go, but he wanted to get away to the remotest partof the world, as far as ever a ship of those days would carryhim, just as, in our days, a man might endeavour to escape toAmerica or to India; he was eager to be as far away fromNineveh as the east is from the west. If the mariners ques-tioned him more closely as

to what particular city or countryhe wanted to go to, and as to the aim and object of hisjourney, he was unable to give any account of himself. Farbeyond the seas, to some distant country, some unknownshore, he wished to go,—that was the only answer he had forthem. Perhaps this strange passenger became the laughing-stock of the sailors, and anyhow, he had to submit to pay thefare for the whole distance to the port for which the ship was



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 7 bound. Perhaps, since he did not know what account to giveof himself, he discoursed to the mariners on the unwillingnessand inability of man to do the will of God, and on the per-verseness of the human heart in being ever drawn to do theopposite of that which God has commanded ; and perhaps, ashe saw that they did not believe him, he at length concludedby pointing to himself as a living illustration of that truth.For the natural man thinks that if he could only discover thereal will of God concerning himself, he would obey it on thespot, even though he had to sacrifice himself and all that ishis. A strange prophet you will think this man Jonah. Therehe sits between the thwarts, preaching to the mariners ofman's impotence to do that which

is good, and yet he thinks hewill be strong enough to escape from doing the will of God.Perhaps he has also given his whole stock of money to the captainof the ship. But let us look at home, my dear friends, that iswhat I always say. " Go into the great Nineveh of thine ownheart, and cry against it: for thy wickedness is come upbefore the Lord." Let each man see whether he can accom-plish this. Jonah had to preach, " Nineveh, thou artdoomed of God," and then he was to leave the fate of Ninevehin God's hands. But he was more zealous for the letter of hismessage than for the end towards which it was directed, themanifestation of the lovingkindness of God. And so we like-wise are entirely absorbed in the letter, and pay no heed to thespirit of mercy. Of course we are quite ready

to admit, ingeneral terms, that we all have need of God's mercy and grace ;but you and I are very loth to apply this to ourselves in-dividually, and to realize for ourselves that we and all thelabour of our hands are worthy of condemnation. We refuseto submit ourselves to the righteousness of God, and to admitto ourselves that we are liars and wicked men ; we will notshed the light of the Word on our own lives so that our ownunrighteousness might be discovered to us, and that gracemight really come to us through the Word, and be truly a giftof God to us. Nay, we much sooner move to as great adistance as our feet will carry us, rather than submit to thegrace of God in the Word, or surrender our reason to theWord, and being guided by the Word, and not our ownthoughts. We much

sooner put out to sea, and flee from thepresence of the Lord, like Adam, when the Lord called him,saying, " Adam, where art thou ?" Much sooner do we launchour frail bark on the wide sea of doubt, of fearfulness, of un-belief, yea, upon the sea of the world, in order to escape fromobedience to the gracious will of God. We think no price tooheavy, we risk all we have, only to have our own will, andvindicate our own independence. We are even content to



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 8 help the mariners to row, as though that were our only meansof gaining a livelihood, and discourse to others of the will andgracious purposes of God. And though what we say may bequite true, yet it proceeds from an evil conscience ; we pretendto believe it, and yet we do not frame our lives in accordancewith it. (3.) But the Lord knows where to find us, andsends His mighty tempest to fetch us back. If we will not carry God's message to the Nineveh of ourhearts, that its wickedness is come up before God, and that itis to repent and flee for refuge to Divine grace ; if we will notsubmit to the Word, and suffer the "Word to glorify God'sgrace in our hearts, there is nothing to prevent our followingthe example of Jonah. But if it be God's will that His

Word,and His Word only, shall be glorified in us, then our per-verseness in putting out to sea on the wide ocean of worldlinessand self-righteousness, for which we pay so heavy a price, issure to bring on the fulfilment in more respects than one ofthe words, " The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, andthere was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship waslike to be broken." When God has once appointed a man tobe a messenger of His kingdom, it will not avail that mananything to hide among the trees, like Adam, or, like Jonah,to go on board a ship, and to take an oar, only in order thequicker to get away from the land, and out upon the high sea ;he will experience in the end the irresistible force ot what ourLord said to St. Paul, " It is hard for thee to kick against thepricks." We are not

opposed to the doctrine that our salva-tion is from beginning to end the work of God's mercy andgrace; but we shrink from the means by which we becomepartakers of this grace, and are loth personally to accept whatis said concerning repentance, or practically to acknowledgeour utter dependence on God's mercy. For the doctrine ofrepentance and our need of forgiveness strikes at the very rootof all human pride, vanity, self-love, and self-righteous piety—and to such self-destruction we will not submit. Thereforewe try to escape the necessity of accepting God's grace for our-selves by launching forth upon the boundless ocean of self-sanctification and the works of the law, and the deeper we getinto it, the better are we pleased, and thus put forward andassert our own-selves more and more,

and get further andfurther away from God. But happily there is but poor hopeof a prosperous voyage for us and our feeble craft. God iswell able to visit our ocean with a sudden mighty tempest, bywhich that in which we hoped to be safe, is utterly shatteredand broken to pieces. Such strong winds and tempests are;ur :ir~ and pactions, our pangs of conscience, our inwardseme: of 3rOc'i's wrath against us, and of being cut off from Him,



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 0 and that mighty inward voice which terribly avenges our red-handed rebellion against God. Such are also our outwardtrials, all manner of sorrow, suffering,and affliction, heart-aches,embarrassments, and cares of every kind. For with these Godvisits us, that He may confound our ways which are not Hisways, and make us feel weary of them, and that at length Hemay bring us into His own way, and teach us from our heartsto confess that grace is all in all, and steadfastly to cling toHis grace alone, and abide in this faith and frame our lives by it. (4.) When the Lord pursues us with His tempest, wehide ourselves in the darkest corner, and lie still,and pretend to be asleep, as if nothing were wrong. We read that " Jonah was gone down into the sides of

theship; and he lay, and was fast asleep." At the first glancethis fact of his sleeping during the storm seems strangeenough. As soon as the tempest arose and the waves beganto beat into the ship, Jonah went down " into the sides of theship." His conscience must indeed have told him that Godwho made the sea as well as the dry land had arisen to pursueHis disobedient servant. But instead of crying to the Lord,he dismissed all thought of the danger, and hid himself in theship's hold, as though that were a place of perfect safety. Heremained quite unmoved by the agonized cries and groans ofthe mariners, and whilst they called upon their gods, and castforth their precious wares into the sea, he lay down there andslept so soundly, as if there was not the least danger of hissinking together with

the ship. The thought of the poormariners and their toilsome endeavours to keep the shipafloat never for a moment crossed his mind. In the midst oftheir extremity he lay there as on a downy bed, and if Godhad suffered it, he would have been engulfed by the waves,and have met with his death even while he slept. The marinersare abandoning their precious things to be a prey to the waves—and he fancies himself beyond the reach of the tempest downthere in the hold of the ship. The mariners are watching andpraying, whilst the servant of God seems to be hardening hisheart more and more, and to have yielded himself to the EvilOne, to be charmed and lulled by him into a deep sleep. Heis weary of disobeying and fighting against God, weary of thethought that he has pitted himself against

God, and presumedto resist God's holy will, weary too of all his willing andrunning against God's authority and command—but though hesees that he has done amiss he is not thereby brought anynearer to God; God's visitation finds him heavy with sleep ;he has so hidden himself away in the recesses of the ,!>!ti=mind that he does not even seem to be aware of the tesii^tbut quietly sleeps and slumbers ?.? tVimiorb Vi« ?«?-""> =.];.-.. . ^i-beyond the reach of danger.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 10 From this we may learn a good deal about our own con-dition, and perhaps gain some insight into our own motivesin refusing to apply the word of grace to our own lives, andto submit ourselves to the word of God. We will not go intothe Nineveh of our own hearts, and there proclaim God'ssentence of condemnation, in order that thereby we mightobtain salvation through obedience to God's message of repent-ance and grace—and when to escape this necessity we fleefrom the presence of God, wc do not ask what will be the goalof our head-long flight. And then, when God visits us withthe mighty tempest of His wrath, we remain calm and un-moved ; yea, though those who are dearest to our hearts maydo their very utmost to save the ship, though they

maysacrifice their all, and cry, and pray, and call aloud, andgrievously labour to save their souls alive—we creep deeperand deeper down into the crevice of our own righteousness,quiet as best we can the reproachful voice of our conscience,turn a deaf ear to God's knocking at the door of our hearts,cease to give ourselves any thought or trouble about ourneighbour, quietly sleep and slumber in secure reliance on thelaw and the works of the law, and feign utter ignorance of thefact, that God has caused the mighty tempest of affliction towreak its fury upon us, in order that we may at last be willingto let the sun of God's gracious love shine upon the Ninevehof our hearts, into which we have refused to admit its healingrays, out of self-willed stubbornness and selfish pride. (5.) But however carefully we

may have concealedourselves in our attempt to escape from god's graciouspurposes, the things that surround us will not sufferus to rest, and constrain us to come face to face withrealities. At last the shipmaster went down into the hold of theship; the heathen man had to rouse the prophet. " Whatmeanest thou, 0 sleeper,"—such were his words, shoutedroughly, no doubt, into Jonah's ear,—"Arise, call upon thyGod, if so it be that God will think upon us that we perishnot." We can imagine that Jonah was anything but pleasedto be thus rudely wakened from his sweet slumber, and toopen his eyes upon such a scene of danger and distress, andmoreover to have to submit to a well-merited rebuke for notwatching and calling upon God, from the lips of a heathenman. The same thing will befall us if we

persist in refusingto let God's grace alone occupy the throne of our hearts.Though we may have hidden ourselves away and be fastasleep, yet God can send many a shipmaster to discover to usour true condition, and to open our eyes and make us seewhat manner of people we really are, and though, after thefashion nf dcge, -.re may lieroely bite the stone that is thrown



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 11 at us, yet God has no lack of stones, and one will at last hitus, and fell us to the ground. If we would quiet our mis-givings with the thought of the grace of God, whilst refusingto confess to ourselves the depraved wickedness of theNineveh of bur hearts, and to turn from this wickedness to theLord our God. God employs the law to be our shipmaster,that it may at last be with us according to the words ofSt. Paul, " I had not known sin except the law had said,' Thou shalt not covet.' " For this purpose God stirs up nowone now another of our friends and acquaintances, people whoare sailing in the same vessel with us, or in whose company wehave undertaken our journey, and whom we have paid a heavyfare in order that in their society we may be enabled

to keepfar away from God ; or, He stirs up those who are nearest anddearest to us, and sometimes even those whom we regard as ourenemies, and though we may fly into a rage with them, andcall them children of the Evil One, because they will give usno peace—yet they will surely at the last succeed in shakingus out of our sleep, and our guilt and folly in constantly speak-ing of the necessity of being saved by faith, and yet refusingto submit ourselves to the righteousness of faith and thegrace of God, will at last be fully brought home to us. Suchwas the bitter experience of St. Peter in the porch of thehigh priest's palace, when the wickedness of his heart had beenbrought home to him by the importunate questioning of theLord's enemies. And this is the course of training that theLord has in store

for us whether we like it or not. Themariners soon divined on whose account they were placed inso perilous a strait, and therefore they said every man to hisfellow, " Come, and let us cast lots that, we may know forwhose cause this evil is upon us." God had put this thoughtinto their hearts, and so when they cast lots, the lot fell uponJonah. And there that holy prophet had to stand forth as theonly sinner before heaven among the crowd of heathen menupon the deck—he the only guilty one among them all! Andnot a stain of his guilt was suffered to remain hidden ; " Tellus, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us 1 Whatis thine occupation ? And whence comest thou 1 What is thycountry? And of what people art thou V By questioning quiteas strict as this the Lord brings the whole of our

guilt ;j=light—through His law, through all manner of est*'!1™" ":~cumstances, through persons whom as no better than heathens. He gives the sinner eg mil . II..... him out, and forces him to confess his guilt, -,- ? ?? ? ? sins bare to the eyes of the whole world, aim n ~ » -' ness as gives in to God, and understr.n?" z~~ - lessness of his own righiev^^v ._. J.I___



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 12 man in spite of all his eloquent acknowledgment of the ex-cellence of grace, yet will not allow the grace of God to bearrule in the wicked Nineveh of his heart. (6.) When we aee thus driven into a corner, itbecomes manifest to the world what manner of spirit WE ARE OF. Now when we are obliged to confess before heaven andbefore the heathen, that we have been unwilling to marchagainst the wicked Nineveh of our heart, in order that itmight be saved through the Word—when we stand forth asguilty men in the face of heaven and hell, because we haveresisted God's message of grace, and have practically refused toadmit the necessity of being saved by grace arid by gracealone—when this our unrighteousness has at length come tolight and put us to

shame and confusion, then it will appearwhat manner of spirit we are of. If that spirit be an evilspirit, we at once lose heart; our spiritual courage and strengthis all crushed out of us; we bow down to the god of theworld, and fall in with the ways of the world, and deny Godand His grace. But if we are born of the Holy Spirit, westaunchly determine to give God the praise in spite of all ourshort-comings, and manfully uphold His glory in the face ofall flesh, notwithstanding our own helpless condition. Thoughour unrighteousness have found us out, and we stand convictedof the grievous sin of rebellion against God, yet we give nopraise to the flesh or the idols, as though there were moregood in one form of the fleshly mind than another, or asthough idols could save us. Therefore Jonah makes answer,in the

face of his sin, in the face of the heathen, in the face ofdeath, and in the presence of God whom he was conscious ofhaving grievously offended, " I am an Hebrew; and I fearthe Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and thedry land." By confessing himself to be an Hebrew, he impliesthat he is holy, and one of the Lord's elect, and that he haspassed from death unto life eternal. He says he fears theLord, and therewith declares that he has no fear of the deviland death, of his own folly, or of the yawning abyss, but thatin his heart of hearts he dreads, loves, honours, and serves theLord his God alone, although his deeds may seem to belie hiswords. He adds that the God whom he fears has made thesea and the dry land, and thus upholds the honour of his Godbefore the heathen, and gives

them to understand that theiridols will not avail them anything, because the Lord alonerules all things with the strong power of His arm. What lesson does the Holy Spirit teach the Church bythis manful confession of Jonah 1 That we are to proclaimthe righteousness of God, and not to let our mouth be stopped** ***" dcril'c cacting in our teeth our own unrighteousness—



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet IS and that we are to do this fearlessly, even though our sins belaid bare in all their blackness by the light of the law toheaven and earth, friend and foe, and even though we be standingwithout any hope of escape at the very verge of the precipice.If I really could feel quite sinless and holy it would be easyfor me to say, " I am an Hebrew, and fear the Lord." Butwhen I stand there as a miserable sinner who has resistedGod's grace, and rebelled against His will, then is the time forme to " profess a good profession," unshrinkingly to face bothmy own sin, and the danger in which it has placed me, and togive the heathen no excuse for clinging to their idols. Formy wickedness is my own fault, and not the fault of my God.Therefore I must, as far as in me lies, take

care that His gloryremains unsullied, and His mercy and power unimpeached—though I may thereby appear all the blacker and all the moreguilty. Hereby it shall be seen that " I am an Hebrew, andfear the Lord." By this test a child of God may at once beknown; for a child of God does not mind acknowledgingthat he has been a disobedient child, but he will not hear ofany lessening of the glory of his Father. (7.) When we are thus reduced to an alternative, IP WE REALLY ARE God's OWN, WE DO NOT GREATLY RE-GARD OUR OWN LIVES, BUT SUFFER OURSELVES TO BE CASTFORTH INTO THE SEA, The mariners have listened to Jonah's frank confession.They are astonished and ask, " Why hast thou done this VThe very same question that Abimelech asked of Abraham,although he knew

that Abraham was a prophet. Jonah doesnot reproach them. They ought to have blamed themselvesfor having taken on board a man who had told them that hewas fleeing from the presence of the Lord. While they werestill in the harbour they did not pay much heed to what Jonahtold them, and really did not seem to care whether he wassinning against the Lord or not. They thought that all theyhad to consider was the payment of his fare—the rest was hisown business. This is the constant practice of self-righteousmen in this world, who afterwards, in the hour of danger andaffliction, make the Holy Spirit answerable for all that is amiss,and never consider that they are suffering the just punishmeitof their covetousness. The mariners are thus bent on gettingrid of Jonah. "What shall we do unto thee," they

ask Yihn," that the sea may be calm unto us f" For the sea would ::.'be calm, but " wrought and was tempestuous,'' and 1L- :™- -the thwarts, and the rigging creaked and groaned \rl',"- .violence of the angry gusts of wind. Hereupon i\u x:..,..Jonah, who has just avowed himself a Hz*s=*of thetrueGud, =M%\-'- "*proposal, "Take nic u-, =v~J -"



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 14 shall the sea he calm unto you." How ? Is Jonah going tocommit a kind of suicide by voluntarily submitting to a violentdeath, in order that he may after all escape from the omni-present arm of God 1 Such a purpose was very far from hismind, my Christian friends. He made this proposal becausehe thought he was the one that deserved to be punished, andnot the mariners, and because he wanted to save the lives ofthose who on his account were in great trouble and danger, bysacrificing his own. Jonah acted like David, when he sawthat the angel of the Lord had smitten seventy thousand menwith a pestilence and exclaimed, "Was it not I who causedthis people to be numbered ? Lo, I have sinned, and I havedone wickedly : but these

sheep, what have they done ? LetThine hand, I pray Thee, be against me, and against myfather's house, but not on Thy people that they should beplagued." Not to destroy his own life and thus to escape themore easily from the anger of God, but in order to save thelives of the ship's company, did Jonah cause them to cast himinto the sea; for long experience had led him to believe thathowever grievously he had sinned he would be safely receivedin the arms of God. Here is another test by which thechildren of God may be distinguished from the self-righteouschildren of the world. When children of God are reduced toan alternative they do not cloke their guilt, or attempt tojustify their unrighteousness, but own their transgressions andtheir guilt before God and men, and sacrifice

themselves withall their possessions and hopes, and suffer themselves to becast overboard, lest they should be a burden to God and totheir fellow-men. The hypocrites, on the other hand, neyerwill consent to plead guilty, and though they cannot very wellhelp singing the praises of the Gospel with their lips, yet theynever lift up their voices against the wickedness of the Ninevehof their hearts. They never will frankly own their un-righteousness, though it may have been brought home to thema thousand times. They may be compared to the mariners,who at first made a pretence of being actuated by motives ofpity and compassion, and a desire to spare Jonah's life, andtried to bring the ship to the land by dint of hard rowing.But when they had failed in this attempt they did not resolve,as

they ought to have done, to throw in their lot with thatof Jonah, because they had been partakers of his guilt and ofhis rebellion against the Lord, had bowed down to idols, andaccepted his fare as the price of their companionship in hisguilt. They did not acknowledge themselves to be as deservingof punishment as Jonah, neither did they ask Jonah to implorethe Lord's forgiveness for their common guilt, and in Hismercy to save both him and them. But, strange to say, theyall at once became godly people, and prayed to the true God



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet IS to be merciful unto them, and to pardon them for throwingJonah over-hoard, and compassing his death, seeing that theymust needs resign themselves to God's will and pleasure, andthat Jonah had brought it all upon himself. With a prayerpretty much to the same effect the self-righteous hypocritecasts forth Christ into the sea, in order that he himself mayremain safely in the ship, and be delivered from the avengingtempest. (8.) If, however, we supper ourselves to be castforth into the sea, we may indeed have to descendinto hell, but beneath are the everlasting arms toreceive us. Let us be careful to remember that Jonah did not of hisown accord leap over-board, did not cast himself into the sea,but waited for the ship's crew to cast him

forth, and trustedthat God, if He delighted in him, would spread out His armsto receive him in the midst of the raging billows. Observehow vast a difference there is in the relations of men towardsGod. The mariners feared the Lord because they had beenguilty of a murder, and offered sacrifices unto the Lord andmade vows, lest He should visit them with heavy punishmentfor having, in defence of their own lives, consigned a prophetto the bottomless sea; and then, when all was safe once more,when the sea was once more as smooth as a mirror, and theirship was once more gliding along before a favourable breeze,they turn back again to their old idols, and continue to plytheir trade of taking passengers for hire, till at last death andeverlasting destruction come upon them unawares.

Jonah, onthe other hand, who had given his own life to save the lives ofothers, has quickly been swallowed up by the waves, and sunkdown to the bottom of the sea. Beyond the view of everyhuman eye, his head covered with sea-weed, he is still watchedover by the eye of God. What a descent into hell that wasfor the Lord's servant! But he has not trusted in vain, foreven there the arms of everlasting love are stretched out toreceive him, and though they may outwardly wear a semblanceof terror—for the Lord prepared a great fish to swallow upJonah—yet it was nevertheless the arm of God that receivedhim, and this very descent into hell, this very fact of beingswallowed up by a monster of the sea, proved the means ofhis deliverance. The lesson which we are taught by these things,

myChristian brethren, is a very simple one, and yet one that weare very slow to learn. When our sin, and the law which isthe strength of sin, have risen up against us, and God assailsour rebellious souls with the mighty tempest of His wrath,when blow after blow falls upon our guilty heads, and men,too, at last set themselves in array against our unrighteousness



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 16 and when through our refusal to submit ourselves to therighteousness of God, all our short-comings are closely scannedand sifted by those around us, and we are forced to a point-blank confession of our utter unworthiness—then we shouldlearn by the example of Jonah, when this necessity is comeupon us, not to spare ourselves, not to make any attempt tojustify our self-willed wickedness—for such an attempt wouldonly plunge ourselves and our dear ones into more hopelessruin ; we should rather learn, in such a case, freely to acknow-ledge the justice of God and of His law concerning sin, and tomake willing sacrifice of our own goodness and virtue. Andalthough we may be obliged to strip ourselves quite

bare ofeverything that is good, and to sink down into the deepestabyss of utter self-annihilation, yet we are not to shrink frombeing cast forth into the ocean of our hopeless corruption andletting all its billows go over our souls, in order that God andHis law, His righteousness, and His truth, may be justified,and remain unshaken for ever and ever. Such a condemnationand unreserved abandonment of ourselves, however terrible adescent into hell it may seem, will bear precious fruit. Forthen God will surely put forth His hand to deliver us. God'smeans of deliverance may, at first sight, appear to be fraughtwith terror and destruction, but in good time it will prove thebest way of opening our eyes to a right knowledge of God andof our Saviour Jesus Christ. The sea

monster that swallowed up Jonah shows us, in aparable, the transition from the dead works of the law and ofself-righteousness to the rule of grace, and the true service ofthe living God. It seems a terrible and cruel thing for us tobe cast forth from the ship of self-wrought salvation, and self-made holiness, into the sea of grace. It seems a terrible fateto be surrounded and enclosed, and, as it were, swallowed upin that which alone can give us a right knowledge of ourselvesand of God ! For then we seem to be, as it were, in the bellyof a great fish, and seem cut off altogether from the light andfrom God; in that great darkness we cannot even see ourselves,can stir neither hand nor foot, and are hopelessly beyond thereach of any living thing. But just then, when we

are at theworst, and when our condition seems most terrible, the Lordis very near to us with all the comfort and all the blessednessof heaven. Let us therefore cast ourselves over-board into the sea ofDivine grace! As by a miracle we shall again rise to the lightafter three days and three nights.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 17 II. Text—Jonah ii. 1—6. Verse 1.—"And Jonah prayed unto the Lord, hisGod, out of the fish's belly." The saints of the flesh, and of the devil, have always beenable to keep their heads above water, even though very heavyin their nature. But the true saints of God, and of the HolySpirit, would have to fall a prey to the raging billows if theywere not under the miraculous protection of the Lord. He isnever at a loss for ways and means of delivering them out oftheir danger. Let us carefully notice the words, " The Lordprepared or ordained a great fish," for they prove that theLord has ordained the deliverance as well as the danger, andthat He is ready with His help at the very moment when it isneeded. He shews His

faithfulness in ever being at handwith His life to swallow up our death, when the strength ofour life has come to an end. All His children can bear witnessthat God has never been a single second too late with Hissalvation. And thus it will ever prove a comforting reflectionto Christian people that the Lord was so promptly at hand, asit were, with a great fish to receive Jonah, and to swallow himup without hurting a hair of his head. And yet, when Jonahbeheld the fish, he may have thought within himself that itwas all over with him. That which seemed about to compasshis destruction proved the means of his deliverance, and thefish that swallowed him preserved his life. God's people haveto enter with Christ for three days and three nights into thedarkness of the

tomb, and into the very jaws of destruction.There comes a time for them, when their eyes cease to beholdthe glorious light of day, when a horror of great darkness fallsupon their souls, and they taste drop for drop the bitterness ofdeath; and again there comes a time for them when the lightsuddenly bursts forth from the darkness. These are the upsand the downs, the sweets and the bitters, of a Christian's life.But the darkness of hell cannot hold him. From the womb ofmisery and of hell he begins to pray to the Lord his God.The Holy Spirit of God mightily stirs his soul; his sorestneed is the point at which his deliverance begins; his deepsorrow for sin is the dawn of his salvation; when the gloomof hell is blackest the soul breaks forth from it, and flees to its B



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 18 God and Saviour. It is forced to do so, it cannot abide in thedarkness. For whatever has life must have air and light fromabove, and shrinks from that which chokes and stifles it.Thus it was that Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. Let usmore closely consider this prayer which he prayed in the bellyof the fish, and which he wrote down after his miraculousescape. The verbs are all in the past tense, and are rather anaccount of the manner in which he wrestled with the Lord inprayer in the belly of the fish, than a literal reproduction ofthe exact words that he uttered forth in the agony of his soul. That was a strange closet in which Jonah uttered thisprayer. But in the last agony of soul we forget our surround-ings, and

cry unto God wherever we may be. We do notwait till we reach the four walls of our closet, for God haswalled us in above and beneath, before and behind, and on allsides : the hell in which our souls are held imprisoned becomesour house of prayer. For there, even there also, the Lord canhear the loud weeping of His child, as a mother's ear is quickto catch the wailing of her child, even though she be far away.And even so God heard Jonah's cry that rose out of the fish'sbelly. Now this prayer of Jonah, his thoughts, his wrestlings,and the lesson which the Lord taught him in that fearful place, theHoly Spirit has written down through him for our comfort andedification. The first petition of that prayer is hardly to becalled a prayer, but rather a thankful

reminiscence of God'sgoodness. Verse 2.—"I cried by reason of mine afflictionunto the Lord, and He heard me ; out of the belly ofhell cried i, and thou heardest my voice." Here we have a prayer which bears a great family likenessto the prayers of David. One and the same spirit governs andguides all the saints of God. They know not how to pray, butthe Holy Spirit puts the right words into their mouths. " Wewere in great fear and anguish of heart, and we cried unto theLord, and the Lord heard our prayer," that is the tale allGod's saints have to tell, and tell one another with joy. Hethat is crying to God lets the others know that he is hardpressed with fear, and he who has received a gracious answertells it forth to the others that he has cried to God. Then

theothers begin to take heart when they hear that other childrenof God have, like themselves, been in sore distress, and havecried to their Father, and that He has hearkened unto theircry. And thus it comes to pass that these others also begin tocry to the Lord out of the anguish of their souls. Jonah'sheart must have been paralysed with the icy dullness of terror,when the crew at length really laid violent hands upon him,and cast him into the sea. He may have offered his life awilling sacrifice, but when the close nearness of death began to



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet If) overshadow him, terror must have leapt upon him suddenlylike an armed man. The Captain of our salvation Himselfwillingly gave Himself to be led to the slaughter for our sakes,and yet we all remember that awful scene in Gethsemane.We may ask God in our hymns to deal with us after His owngood pleasure, if only thereby we are prepared and fitted forHis kingdom ; but the manner in which we are thus fitted,the way in which we become partakers of the righteousness ofGod, leads through the valley of seZ/"-destruction. When Jonahwas about to be cast forth into the sea he was seized with fear.But his firm belief, that, whatever he was called upon to en-dure, his almighty heavenly Father was both willing

and ableto shape into a means for his own good, makes him cry untothe Lord. For those who are the Lord's, whatever their dis-tress may be, instinctively turn for help to their God. It isthe Holy Spirit in their hearts that makes them turn to Godwhen crushed beneath the burden of grief, often with nothingbut an inarticulate cry of pain. For our intensest prayerrarely finds expression in many words, and is frequently madeup of fervent interjections. Jonah was in a most grievous strait, in the deepest agonyof soul, and out of this agony he cried to Him for whom no-thing is too hard, and nothing too wonderful, and Godhearkened to his prayer. God does not answer the prayers ofsinners who go about to establish their own righteousness ; Heheeds not the tears of

men who, like Esau, do not care for theblessing, but only for the outward prosperity which is attachedto it. But Jonah felt as one hopelessly lost, and that on ac-count of his sins, and yet he turned to the grace of Christ; inspite of the condemnation which he confessed to have deserved,he cried to the Lord for salvation. And because God waspleased at this, He answered Jonah's prayer. Jonah did notat the time understand that, in procuring a fish to swallowhim up, the Lord was answering his prayer in very deed. Atthe moment when he saw the fish open its mouth, Jonah mayhave thought that, instead of receiving an answer, he had beenplunged in still lower depths of affliction, and that it was now allover with him. And so it always happens, that when we

areovertaken by calamity, and we begin to cry to the Lord, andHe procures the means of deliverance, we are blinded to thetrue nature of what God is doing for us; we seem to havemade up our minds at the very outset that we are inevitablydoomed to destruction, and whatever God may do, we go oncomplaining that we are sinking deeper and deeper. The wayof salvation is, to our thinking, a going down into hell, andwe conceive that we are in the midst of hell, when all the whileGod's arms are stretched out to keep and protect us. So wefind Jonah bearing witness that he cried out of the belly of



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 20 hell, and God heard his voice. In his eyes the belly of thefish was the belly of hell. He had lifted up his voice to theLord when the raging waves began to cover him, and was thefish that swallowed him God's answer to his prayer, then ?Yea, and his danger seemed to grow more terrible everymoment. However, even out of the very heart of hell, hecried for deliverance ; he complained, it may be, that God'sear had been closed to his prayer, and that now, at length, allhope was gone of his ever being delivered from the jaws ofdestruction. But then he goes on to tell us that the Lordremembered him, and inclined His ear to the voice of hiswailing, and to his piteous cry. These things should teach

usnever to give way to doubt when we are asking anything ofthe Lord, and not to be confounded, even though matters seemto have grown even more desperate than they were before, forthe sequel will show that however hopeless our condition mayappear, the Lord is very near at hand with His help. Norshould we allow ourselves to be disheartened by the thoughtthat now that we are in the midst of hell our prayer is nolonger of any avail, or that we may not pray any longer, be-cause our present evil plight is no less than we deserve onaccount of our sins. For here the Holy Spirit shows all wholong for mercy by the example of Jonah, that however deepmay be the depths of hell, yet the God of Heaven both can andwill listen to the voice of

those who, out of hell, cry to Himfor deliverance, salvation, and everlasting life. Jonah bearswitness that God " heard his voice." This answer he had longceased to hope for ; but he has told us of it as a comfortingassurance to all upright hearts who despair of delivering them-selves out of hell. He assures them that if they continue inearnest prayer for salvation and everlasting life, the Lord willdeliver them when they least expect it, although all the evi-dence may seem to point to the conclusion that the Lord hascast them into hell on account of their sins, that He hasbanished them from His presence, and withdrawn from themthe light of His countenance. Let all such take courage.Jonah has gone through the same terrible trial. Let us lookat

the words in which he tells of his grievous distress. Verses 3—i.—"Thou hadst cast me into the deep, in THE MIDST OF THE SEAS; AND THE FLOODS COMPASSED MEABOUT : ALL THY BILLOWS AND THY WAVES PASSED OVER ME. Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight ; yet will I look AGAIN TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE." The soul of a man, when he is hardly beset with affliction,rashly concludes that all this affliction was sent by God for hisdestruction, and not with the purpose of helping and deliver-ing him out of it. Such a man finds it impossible to believethat God's heart still yearns towards him in the midst of his



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 81 affliction, or to see in the burden which is laid upon him any-thing but a proof of God's consuming wrath and indignation.Jonah was in this state of mind when he said, " Thou didstcast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas." For thoughit was the mariners who had actually cast him forth, theywould not have had the power of doing so if God had notsuffered them. And though his own sin in not submitting toGod's gracious Word had been the immediate cause of hisdistress, he no doubt thought that God might easily havearranged things in a different way, and freely forgiven thatwhich he had done amiss. And now that this fearful dangerhad overtaken him he believed that it was God visiting

him in• His wrath, and because he did not perceive what would be theend of God's dealings, he said, " Thou didst cast me forth,"Thou didst cease to uphold me and steady me with Thinehand, Thou didst hurl me forth to be sucked in by the eddyingwhirlpools, and though there I came to stand upon my feet, itwas not that I might remain standing, but that I might becarried down to a still greater depth and be swept away,not towards the dry land, but ever further into the vast abyssesof the sea ; yea, even " into the midst of the seas," where therewas no help either at the right hand or at the left. " Thefloods compassed me about"—all was lost and over ; I lay asone stunned, without hope of deliverance. I cried, yea, loudlydid I cry, but there

was no answer, except the deafening roarof the billows and the waves, which with irresistible forcepassed over me; and when I thought—there, that wave hasspent its fury, and I may perhaps escape after all, Thou didstcall unto a still mightier wave to gather all its force, and tosweep over me, so that I despaired of my life. I said : itwere vain to hope for salvation, God has turned His eyes awayfrom me ; He has shut His ears against me, He will not sufferme to come to Him any more. He will no longer cause thelight of His countenance to shine upon me. " I am cast outof His sight." This, then, is the bitter fruit of my grievoussin : God refuses to have anything more to do with me. Hehimself has sent this tempest to be the messenger of His

wrath,and to execute vengeance upon me for all my wickedness.Death has lifted up his arm for the fatal stroke, and God willnot stay his hand. The last gleam of hope has vanished.Here I am left to wrestle with death, and to face destructionalone ; never again shall I see God, or behold the light of Hiscountenance, as in the happy days of old—all is hopelesslyover, hopelessly gone for ever. Such are our desponding thoughts as we are tossed to andfro on the sea of passion, of sin, and of unspeakable distress ofbod}* and soul, in days when we are made to feel the heavyhand of calamity, when the last support of our lives seems to



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 22 vanish from under us, and when even that which we deemedour one comfort in life and in death, is swallowed up in dark-ness. Sins without number there are staring us in the face,heavy transgressions, tribulation, and death, hem us in onevery side, destruction and ruin encompass us all about; butthe blessed conviction which but yesterday was firmly rootedin our souls, that we have a faithful God and a loving Fatherin heaven, has altogether forsaken us to-day. Loud peals ofthunder rend the skies, flames of fire dart forth to consume us,the earth is cleft asunder and is like to swallow us up, ourears are filled, as it were, with the sound of the trump ofdoom; or again, there is a dead unbroken

stillness in theheavens above, we see and hear nothing but the thickening ofour troubles around us, God smites us, like the Egyptians ofold, with His ten plagues, and that which is most dear to us,and which we cherish as a mother would her first-born child,is lost and sucked up by the raging waves. When all thesethings come upon us, and we seem to be, in a very real senseof the words, " cast out of God's sight," how is a man that isa child of God enabled to bear up through it all ? Ye who would know the secret of a Christian's strength,in the very thick of all his troubles, listen to the words ofcomfort which the Holy Spirit put into Jonah's mouth, and bywhich he was enabled to defy the heavy tribulation and des-pair that had fallen upon

him, and to carry off the victory overthe flesh, and over death, and hell, and safely to rest his soulon the goodness of the Lord in the midst of the waves, and inthe very belly of the fish,—" Yet will I look again toward (orupon) Thy holy temple." These words " yet," or " in spite of all" I shall once morelook upon the temple of Thy holiness, have never failed tobrace and strengthen the troubled Christian soul. To those whoknow not God, all hope may seem to be gone for ever. But ex-perience encourages us to hope; and when faith is utterlyborne down by some rude shock, it is raised from the dust byhope. In the last extremity of danger, when he seems utterlycut off from hope, a child of God still retains in his heart theHoly Spirit, of whom it is

said by the apostle that he upholdsour weakness. One that is dead can make no moan j butwhere the love of God has quickened a man's soul, there arisesloud moaning under the pressure of tribulation, and there isheard the reproachful pleading of love, and an anxious ques-tioning, both in thought and in word, regarding the afflictionwhich God has sent. And then again, when the well-nighirresistible power of unbelief tempts such a one to blasphemeGod, and despairing thoughts, the brood of hell, drawa fearful picture of the wrath and unrelenting indignationof God—whereever there is this life of the Spirit, it will burst



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 23 forth in the midst of lamentation, into the triumphant song "Yetwill I look again upon Thy holy temple." This was Jonah'sexperience. Although he was in a most desperate plight, yetsuddenly a heavenly light flashed in upon his soul, and he knewthat he would be delivered. And therefore, though all aroundwas doubtful and uncertain, he gave utterance to the convic-tion that he would again look upon God's holy temple. Thedanger is extreme, and yet, shining out with perfect clearness,above all the darkness I read the words, " I shall look uponthe temple of Thy holiness." The temple he spoke of was notso much the cedarn structure at Jerusalem, as that whichtherein was set forth to the spiritual

vision of believers, andtherefore he calls it in the Hebrew " God's temple of holiness."He means the wonderful structure of salvation which God hasset up for His people ; and his words signify that he will notcease to wait for that salvation which God has promised to granthim out of the fulness of Christ, His Anointed One. It wasthe same grandeur of faith which taught Job to say, " ThoughHe kill me, yet will I trust Him." The expression, " God'sholiness," is an eyesore and an earsore to all those who, inspite of a professed admiration for the Word of God, believe ina self-made righteousness. Only one who has tasted the bitterdregs of self-knowledge can experience the full sweetness andpleasantness of these weirds; for only when I see that I

amutterly impure, can I rejoice that God's holiness is sufficient tocleanse me to the very uttermost. Only my own utter needteaches me to rejoice that God has set up and established atemple of His own holiness. This temple is the whole scheme ofGod for the salvation in Christ Jesus of that which is lost. Ac-cording to this counsel of God, the holiness of God is enthronedupon the mercy-seat, and this holiness is communicated to thelost one in the blood of the atonement by the spirit of grace inthe forgiveness of sins. Whosoever has once tasted of this holi-ness, and known its sweetness after the bitterness of his owncorruption, will never again turn his eyes backward; but even inthe very last extremity, and when sorely beset on every

side,will never cease to hope against hope, and, in defiance of alldifficulties, will cling to the belief that he " will yet look uponthe temple of God's holiness," and he will join in the psalmist'sprayer, (Psalm cxix. 175.) " Let my soul live, and it shall praiseThee, and let Thy judgments help me."—(cp. also Psalm xlii.) These words " Yet will I look again upon the temple ofThy holiness," in their firm assurance of God's faithfulness,forcibly remind us of that which St. Paul says in regard tothe whole Church in the face of the united power of Satan andhell, (Rom. viii. 38—9,) " I am persuaded that nothing shallbe able to separate us from the love of God which is in ChristJesus our Lord." Thus Jonah unfolds to us in a few short words the whole



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 24 mystery of faith. In his person, too, it was made manifestthat the gospel of Jesus Christ is a power of God unto salva-tion. It is true there are many children of God who, at times,allow themselves to be carried away by the violence of theiraffliction to reverse the words of the prophet, and to exclaim," I deemed I should never more look upon the temple of Thyholiness,"—I weened that for me there was no longer any hopeof deliverance, of holiness, of salvation, or of final conquest,and that there was no Saviour mighty enough to grapple withthe vastness of my need. I can no more renew myself untorepentance, for I have put the Son of God to an open shame;I have sinned too wilfully, and

despised the voice of God'sSpirit, and now I am like Esau, and all my tears will notavail to recover the forfeited blessing ; my sins are too grievousto be pardoned, and God will no longer look upon me. Hehas cast me out of His sight, and has caused all His billowsand His waves to pass over me. Alas, why was I ever privi-leged to gaze into the temple of His holiness 1 Far better itwould have been for me never to have been born than that Ishould have thus fallen from my high estate. Of two menthat are in the same bed, or in the same tribulation, the oneshall be taken, but I shall be the one that is left. All thesethings are against me. And yet again the case of Jonah clearly shows that themore down-hearted and despairing children of

God feel, themore strongly does the Spirit of God in their hearts stir uptheir faith, their hope, and their love; that love ministers untohope, and hope unto faith, and thus hope, faith, and love arekindled in the soul, so that the sorrowful one looks away fromthe raging waves to the promise of God, and does not doubt,but waxes strong in faith, gives God the honour and glory,and rests most firmly assured that what God has promised thatwill He also perform. And with his heart full of the sweetnessof the Gospel, and the power of God unto salvation, he tri-umphs over his outward circumstances and the darkness withwhich he is enclosed and compassed about on every side, andbursts forth into the shout of victory, " Yet will I look

againupon the temple of Thy holiness." For where this promisethat "goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of mylife, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever," hasonce been firmly planted in the heart of a man by the hand ofGod, there, even in the night of darkness, and amidst theraging of the flood, this song is sure to rise up, " The Lordwill command His lovingkindness in the daytime, and in thenight His song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the Godof my life. Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 and whyart thou disquieted within me 1 Hope thou in God,for I shall yetpraise Him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God."



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 25 The strong spirit of the child of God is never crushed downby the weight of adversity, but in spite of all the waves, andbillows, and floods of God that sweep over his soul, is everfound clinging to the "nevertheless" and "but" of faith.And though the thought that he is cast off by God may some-times be very clamorous to be admitted into his soul, thoughat times he may feel amazed at his own assurance and confidence,yet in the latter end he will experience that this " nevertheless "can never be shaken, just like Job, who, sitting among theashes, exclaimed in the midst of an agony of pain, " I knowthat my Redeemer lives." Verses 5—6.—" The waters compassed me about, evento the soul

: the depth closed me round about, theweeds were wrapped about my head. i went down tothe bottoms of the mountains \ the earth with her barswas about me for ever : yet hast thou brought up mylife from corruption, 0 lord my god." Perseverance in prayer unto God, though we may feeltempted to think that we are " cast away out of His sight," issure in due season to bear most precious fruit—is certain tobear the fruit of righteousness. This comfortable assuranceJonah gives to all who are afflicted, or in trouble, as the fruitof his own experience in the hour of tribulation. " The waterscompassed me about, even to the soul." Even to the soul, sothat he was well-nigh at the point of death. For when thefish swallowed him, he at the same

time swallowed a greatquantity of water, which brought Jonah nigh unto the gates ofdeath. At such times we, too, are tempted to think, " Now itis all over, now I am about to perish ; God himself stands aloofand will not help me." "The depth closed me round about."The powers of darkness sometimes, in the hour 0f despair,claim a troubled child of God as their own. Now you arealtogether in our power : do not be so foolish as to think thatGod any longer looks upon you as one of His children. Youcan never again escape from us, we hold you fast; you remainour bondman for ever On account of your sins. "The weeds were wrapped about my head," or "were afillet round my head ;" for the weeds which the fish swallowedtwisted

themselves round his head. That is a very differentkind of diadem from that of which the Church sings, " Thousettest a crown of pure gold on my head." Oh, that all whoshall be wearers of crowns in heaven above, would understandthat here below, where Christ, the head of the body towhich they belong, was decked with a crown of thorns,they themselves must needs wear weeds as a diadem roundtheir heads, so that the devil seems to have good reason forscorn and mockery. " I went down to the bottoms of themountains " in the belly of the fish, that is, so that he sunk



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 26 lower down than that which is the foundation of everythingelse. So an afflicted soul at times sinks down so deep in theslough of despond, that it seems impossible for him ever torise up again to the hill of God, and to the high place of hissalvation. That is why the prophet adds " The earth with herbars was about me for ever," that is, I was shut up in the bellyof the fish at the bottom of the sea as in a prison house whosebars are fastened, so that the prisoner has no hope of everescaping from his place of confinement. Ah, those are terribletimes when we feel so utterly crushed by the weight of troublethat we seem to be, as it were, buried alive, when all mannerof doubts

violently take possession of us, when every door ofaccess to the heart and the mercy of God seems bolted andbarred against us, when everything seems to tell us but thisone message of despair,—that we shall never more see thelight of God's presence, never behold the brightness of Hissalvation, that we are lost and cast out for ever; that thoughthe hour of deliverance may strike for others, yet we mustremain a prey to affliction for ever. The saints of God havepassed through many a terrible experience, have sunk to thevery lowest depths of despair, and there without any light orcomfort from above, have been face to face with an anguish ofaffliction and with death. But now comes a " yet," which is a " yet " of quite a

differ-ent kind from the "yet " of the devil, of affliction, and of ourown despairing heart,—" Yet hast Thou brought up my life fromcorruption, 0 Lord my God." So then God has in reserve for His afflicted children a" yet " which, in itself, is a hymn of triumph. Destructionhas its course : it is a consuming pit.—(Job xxxiii. 15—22.)Everything is destroyed in the day of trouble : our flesh isconsumed away from our bones, and our bones are drained oftheir marrow. Yet while our heart is suggesting one " but"after the other, "but our trouble"—but sin—but death—buthell—but wrath and damnation, the spirit of confidence at lastgains the upper hand, the voice of the suffering one reachesthe ear of God, the cross of Christ, which had

been lost to hissight through the surrounding darkness, bursts full on his viewin the glorious brightness of the renewed love of God. Thethunder tones of wrath are still, unbelief has grown weak andpowerless, and suddenly our eyes are opened and we plainlybehold Him who has borne our sins. We are escaped fromdeath, our soul once more stands in a secure place, we are de-livered out of the pit, we behold God our Saviour, and withour eyes upon His wounds and His risen body, we exclaimwith Thomas, "My Lord and my God ;" and with Jonah inour present text, "O Lord my God." He is our Lord, for He has purchased us to Himself, and



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 27 He is after all mightier than the great fish, than the yawningdeep, and the raging waves, and stronger than the prison housewhich has fastened its bars behind us. " All power is givenunto me in heaven and in earth ; and lo, I am with you alway,even unto the end of the world." " My God." He has at last come to see that God is MsGod. God has answered, He has hearkened to the voice of ourcomplaint, and we have at length plainly seen His faithfulness,the unchangeableness of His love, the truth of His word andof all his promises. We felt as if we were cast out from Hispresence, and shut out from the temple of His holiness. Welay cast away in the deep, but even in hell

He visits those whoare his. We have not been confounded because of our trustin Him. Just when it seemed that we were lost, and when wewere about to sink, we took hold on Him with both hands,and our whole soul with all its fears and hopes found utterancein the words, "My God." A God who visits us in the midstof our misery must be the God of those that feel themselveslost and despairing. Dear Christian friends! Have not these words beenwritten down for our comfort, " Yet Thou hast brought up mylife from corruption, 0 Lord my God ?" Should we not thenbe "strong in the Lord and in the power of His might," andthat especially in the time of our affliction ? Jonah does notstand alone. His experience was the

experience of David, andhas been the experience of all God's saints, and above all, ofour dear Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ. All through thePsalms we hear His agonized cry that all God's billows andwaves are gone over Him. But He has also borne witnessthat God has not left His soul in hell, and has not sufferedHis Holy One to see corruption. Christ is risen, and has castoff the chains of death. Our sins hath He borne, and all ourafflictions. Therefore we are assured that He will never failus. We shall be answered when we call upon Him ; He willhonour our prayer when we cry unto Him from the realms ofdeath. We shall not be confounded if amidst the darkest andmost discouraging outward circumstances we firmly

cling tothe belief that " yet we shall look again upon the temple ofHis holiness." Yea, even though the earth with her bars haveclosed upon the children of God, they have Him for theirhelper, to whom are committed the keys of hell and of death.He is our Samson, and He does not suffer Himself or Hispeople to be closed in with bars and bolts. He has pledged usHis word, and that word is more certain and more real thanall things visible, and all the powers of death and destruction.Therefore, let us take hold on Him, and ding to Him, andthen His strength will bear us up through all trials, and atlength we shall be enabled to say in very truth, " Thou hastredeemed my soul, 0 Lord my God."



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 28 I II. Jonah ii. 7—9. " I have gone astray like a lost sheep, seek Thy servant;for I do not forget Thy commandments." This confession andprayer we read in the last verse of the 119th Psalm. Theseveral parts of this verse seem to contradict each other; forhow can he be gone astray like a lost sheep, and yet assertthat he does not forget God's commandments ? The difficultyis only apparent, and is easily solved. For every soul thathas life must have communion with God, and is unable tosubsist without the comfort of the Holy Ghost and His pre-sence in our hearts assuring us that the God above is our God.But when a soul has like a ship been cast away from the har-bour where it

was safely moored, and is being tossed about bythe tempest of tribulation and sin,—when like a sheep it isstraying about alone and forsaken, and cannot find its wayback to the fold of God's flock, when it feels that it is far awayfrom the great Shepherd of the sheep, and has to remainhungry and despairing in the wilderness—then, whateverelements of God-given life there are in it, will most eagerly turntowards the commandments of the great Shepherd. When Iam in trouble and cast away from the safe place where mysoul had fastened its anchor, when mine eyes no longer beholdmy Lord, my Shepherd, and the Bridegroom of my soul, I feelas if I were given over to death and ruin, I feel like a sheepthat has wandered astray

from the fold. There are manyravening wolves in the woods and in the fields, I am too weakand too fearful to take one single step alone. Wherever I lookI am threatened with danger and destruction—but my Shep-herd I cannot discover; I cannot go to seek Him, neither canI find Him if He does not Himself come to look for me. Sothe poor wandering thing bleats aloud for fear, "I am Thysheep, I am Thy servant, I am Thine handmaid." Nay, thisfeeling of assurance that "I am Thine" comes from the veryheart, and that under the most discouraging outward circum-stances. For the Spirit enables us, in spite of our sins andunworthiness, to fix our eyes upon Him who has purchased usfor His own ; and so the poor wandering sheep

never ceases tobleat " Seek Thou me, seek Thou me," and is not at a loss for



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 29 a reason why its Lord should seek it, namely, because it haskept in remembrance the commandments of its Lord. Andthis reason is a true one. It is not possible that one who con-fesses that " he has gone astray like a lost sheep " shouldforget the commandments of God. And what commandmentsare they which are so indelibly imprinted on his soul ? TheLord has commanded the blessing upon Jacob, even life forevermore. The blessing and life—these are the things whichGod has commanded upon him. Can any soul that has oncebeen assured by the Lord that " My grace shall be with thee,"forget these commandments 1 Can it lose the remembrance ofthese promises, even

when sin has caused it to wander awayfrom God, and robbed it of all grace and communion withGod 1 No; this memory can never depart from such a soul,even though it be compassed with trouble, and harassed withinby fear of the curse and condemnation—no, not even then canit forget that the Lord has commanded the blessing and life.Amidst terrors of death and damnation, amidst fear andtrembling, and manifold dangers from without and within—this one thing it clings to with the grasp of despair that Godhas commanded the blessing. But to be actually surroundedwith trouble and the fear of death, to be shrouded in thedarkness of sin and damnation, and yet to know that it oughtto be walking in the light of the blessing

and life, makesthe soul to fear and tremble, and at times almost to giveway to despair. And then it bleats aloud for its Shepherd,and bleats again and again, as if its heart would break. Itmust get back to where it can have the blessing and life; how-ever far it may have wandered away from the Lord, howeverill at ease it may feel, however dark and lonesome its pathmay be, that soul is mightily thrilled with the memory of theblessing and life, and of the promise of God. And at length,though the time of waiting, may be long, God redeems thepromise He has given. Whoever is of God must prevail in theend, just when his own natural strength is exhausted. Jonah,too, bears witness from his own experience that God's childrenare

strongest when they are most sensible of their own weak-ness : " When my soul fainted within me, I remembered theLord: and my prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine HolyTemple. They that observe lying vanities forsake their ownmercy. But I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice ofthanksgivings : I will pay that which I have vowed. Salvationis of the Lord,'—ii. 7—9. Verse 7.—" When my soul fainted within me, Iremembered the lord : and my prayer came in untoThee, into Thine Holy Temple." Jonah shewed his kinship to the struggling men and womenof our own day, when his soul fainted within him. Let us



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet no whose souls often wax faint in the battle of life remember thatwe have had brothers and sisters in suffering in the childrenof God that were before us. The condition of one of God'speople, when his soul faints within him, is almost beyondendurance. Such an one is an object of scorn and mockery,and a laughing stock of all the devils, and he has no means ofrefuting their scoffs and their sneers. He stands quite forsakenand alone amidst a swarming multitude of cruel andtriumphant enemies. To have beheld God's numberless pro-mises of the blessing and eternal life, and then to see them allburst like unsubstantial bubbles is too hard to bear. For thesoul to

see the wedding-ring by which it was to have beenmarried to Christ hurled far beyond its reach into the un-fathomable deep, and to know that it has itself only to blamefor the loss, is enough to raise the pale spectre of despair. Tohold a promise of blessing from God, and yet actually to beunder the curse like Judas : to have life for ever more, and yetto feel like Peter when he had denied the Lord, and did notknow whether he would ever see Him again, fills the soul witha sense of unspeakable uncertainty and desolation. Once tohave beheld the glory of God, and then to have to stand amongthe jeering company of hell tied to the stake of shame, or tolie wounded and helpless among the bodies of dead

men, isalmost more than the strength of the strongest can bear. God's way with His elect is in the great waters, and Hisfootsteps are not known till long afterwards. Full of silentand unspeakable grief you stand over the grave that hasswallowed up all your hopes, and God's promises seem to be"no for ever" instead of "yea, and amen." Then misfor-tunes begin to pour in more thickly still, as if God Himselfwere set on your destruction. There you stand like a treewith all its green boughs lopped off, and all its glory witheringin the dust. Thought after thought rises from the lowestdepth of hell to torment your soul, and all the fiery darts ofthe Evil One flash through your mind. In vain do you lookfor pity. The fiery

bolts fall stroke upon stroke. An un-ending agony presses upon your soul, and you feel that thevery breath of life is being crushed out of you, your soul growsfaint and giddy, and a fearful darkness and an agony ofsuffocation takes possession of it; all the vital parts seemcrushed and pressed down by an irresistible weight. Thereyou find yourself alone with the cold, lifeless remains of all yourheavenly hopes, on a bare rock in the midst of the sea, whosewaves leap up and threaten to engulf you for ever. No one knowsof our danger, and we are helplessly shut out from all hope ofdeliverance. When their soul thus waxes faint within them, what doGod's chosen people do ? Do they altogether give way to



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet :U despair ? Do they fall a prey to trouble, sin, and the powersof hell 1 God forbid. When Jonah's soul fainted within him,he "remembered the Lord." This is the last refuge of allhonest, straight-forward souls. It is when trouble has reachedits highest level, or when they have sunk down to the verybottom of the abyss that we " remember the Lord," as wenever remembered Him before. It is true that this " remem-bering of the Lord " utters itself in a loud cry of distress, "MyGod, my God, why hast Thou forsaken, why hast Thou castme away, why hast Thou filled me with sorrow, why dostThou hide Thy face from me V Their very words of lamen-tation and complaint

show that they have not forgotten Himwho is able to help. In the life of every child of God thepromise of our Lord is redeemed, " The Comforter, whom theFather will send in My name, He shall bring all things to yourremembrance whatsoever I have said unto you." The HolyGhost is at work in the soul, and the more forsaken and bereftof all comforts He finds it, the more diligently does Hebring to its remembrance all God's kind loving words andgracious promises of blessing and life. The devil tries to robthe soul of its comfort by ridiculing and discrediting thesepromises, but the Holy Spirit makes the soul to cling all themore firmly to God's assurances, and the more steadily tobelieve that God's promises

will be fulfilled, and that He willonce more bestow the blessing of a heavenly life. Thus theSpirit teaches us to pray as Jonah prayed, " And my prayercame in unto Thee, into Thine Holy Temple." The Spirithelps us to pray without ceasing though we be surroundedwith darkness and uncertainty. "Likewise the Spirit alsohelpeth our infirmities ; for we know not what we should prayfor as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession forus with groanings that cannot be uttered," (Rom. viii. 26.)The Spirit continues to pray in our souls, even when we " knownot what to pray for," yea, even when prayer seems hopeless,and the flesh bids us be silent, since God hears not sinners,and will not hear us. The word

of the Lord Jesus is mightierthan all our enemies, both bodily and spiritual, His promisesspeak of life and blessing, His love He has shed abroad in ourhearts, and therefore nothing can prevail against the prayer ofHis elect. Although a thousand voices may cry "No," thoughwe may feel as if we had "made our bed in hell," yet all thiscan never quench the spirit of prayer in a child of God, " Outof the pit do I cry unto Thee—hearken to the bleating of Thysheep, O Thou great Shepherd of men." And the Holy Spiritof God Almighty is in this prayer, and He knows how topacify the heart of an offended Father, and how to recover thegrace, the blessing, and the life that was lost. Therefore it issaid, " My prayer

came in unto Thee;" all the powers of the



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 82 deep could not keep it back, it rose victorious above the un-belief of my own heart; it came; it irresistibly made its waythrough every obstacle up to God's throne; it came in untoThee, into the Temple of Thy holiness. Through the HolySpirit prayer gajns the ear of the Father of all mercies ; theHoly Spirit teaches the afflicted one by prayer to cast himselfdown before the throne of God. In the temple of God'sholiness there is sanctification and spotless whiteness for theunclean, restitution for the lost, honour for the degraded, gloryfor him that is trodden down. And he that has lain in thepit knows by experience that his cry to the God of his life hasnot been in vain. From the house of His

holiness and glorythe Father Himself hastens to meet the prodigal child, fromthe mercy-seat he receives forgiveness and all manner ofgracious help, and his soul is healed of all her diseases. Theholiness, the glory, the honour which had been promised her,and after which she thirsted, she has abundantly received atthe very moment of her deepest degradation, and she has beensatisfied with the mercy of the God of heaven and earth. Jonah bears his testimony to the truth of this spiritualfact when he says that his prayer came in unto God, into thetemple of His holiness. And it is most natural that one whohas just experienced the power and the goodness of God,should go on to add, as it were in the same breath, " Theythat

observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy." Oh, that ye might all understand this, and lay it to heart.The diiference between a real life and the mere outwardsemblance of it soon becomes apparent. Wherever there is realspiritual life there will be no indifference and apathetic ac-quiesence in the time of tribulation and of chastisement forsin. Such a soul will take its stand on God's promise of theblessing and life. It does not cease to struggle and to labouruntil it has become once more assured of this promise. Itwants to be sure of God's forgiveness, and cannot rest contentedunder any kind of affliction. It looks for the fulfilling of allits needs to the Lord alone. It has a real thirst for holiness,and never despairs of obtaining it. It

defies the power of sin,the devil, the world, and death, and yet it cannot rest till ithas conquered them all. God's word must abide for ever, andevery tittle of it must be fulfilled. Heaven and earth may passaway, but it will never believe that the promise of the completevictory of God's grace over sin should ever prove false, or thatGod will allow its salvation to remain imperfect. The soulmay be besieged on all sides, but it can never forswear itsallegiance to God's law and commandments. When a soul hasbeen once enlightened and come to know the love of God, andtasted the sweetness of His grace, then death, the world, andsin may try all their terrors and blandishments, and the devil



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 3:i may do his very utmost to rob it of its faith by threats andsneers—it will refuse to pay any heed to lying vanities. Lyingvanities may deceive and carry away such an one for a time,but the Divine life within him soon makes him loathe anddespise them, and, after having been enticed away from it fora time, he returns to God's eternal covenant of grace and faithfor the love of Christ has stolen his heart, and the fear of theLord has gained possession of him for ever. The words of the prophet embody the experience of a wholelife, during which a man has wearied himself in looking forhappiness in all manner of places where it is not to be found,and happy is he who can make this

experience his own withoutgoing through all the disappointments that have led up to it.The prophet had not been so fortunate. He had partly him-self observed lying vanities, thereby forsaking his own mercy(i. e. his state of favour with God), and partly he had been acompanion of such as had forsaken their own mercy and ob-served lying vanities. All things are lying vanities that arerepugnant to God's word, the word which contains the blessingand the life, and yet are so looked upon as though the blessingand the life were contained in them. The Hebrew word whichis here rendered by " lying vanities " properly signifies " thevapours caused by a purposeless movement." That men doobserve such vapours, and in them look for

life, blessings, andhappiness, and observe them so perseveringly that they canbe turned from them only by the all-powerful grace of God,and the chastening virtue of affliction is matter of daily ex-perience. And you find too many Christians who do notsufficiently guard against such temptations, or avoid suchstumbling-blocks, by cutting off, as it were, their right hand,and their right foot, or plucking out their right eye, and whoprefer being enticed away by these " vapours," to denyingthemselves and taking up their cross daily. As such " vapours "we regard the works of our own righteousness, the works ofour own choice, the idea that we can gain the blessing andeverlasting life for ourselves ; such " vapours " again are allour efforts

to rise up to God by our own strength, and to bridgeover the gulf of sin by our own endeavours. Every movementcaused by such vapours as these is aimless and leads to noresult. It is a fruitless and purposeless effort. Among suchvapours we may also class all such things as our fathers andmothers, our wives and children, honours and riches, and allworldly and visible possessions, if on them we concentrateour lives, and by them suffer ourselves to be cheated of thatwhich alone can save our souls. And still there are manywho are moved by such vapours, and put themselves to muchtrouble in order to gain them, and yet all the while think thatthis does not interfere with their claim on the grace of God, or C



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 34 with their observance of the Gospel covenant. But that is nottrue. The prophet says that they forsake their own mercy.This may either mean that for the sake of those lying vanitiesthey forfeit their share of God's grace and love, and forsakeGod of whom alone they can obtain grace, and who hasshowered on them many mercies and benefits. Or, it may signifythat on account of those vanities they betray their own god-liness, and defeat their own real purpose to serve the Lordonly, and to obey Him and believe in Him alone. Thosewho observe lying vanities are constantly resolving to serveGod and love their neighbour, and are as regularly breakingtheir resolution. Sometimes they succeed

for a time; by asudden impulse they give themselves a strong impetus inthe direction of that which pleases God, they violently tearthemselves away from the world and its pleasures, and seem tosucceed most marvellously for a time. But soon the " vapours "again rise before their eyes, and beguile them, and make themforsake their own mercy. There are but too many who withtheir lips confess the Lord Jesus and His Gospel, but in theirhearts and in their lives they silence the reproving voice of theSpirit, and observe lying vanities, and are moved and influencedby unsubstantial unrealities. I am anxious that you should earnestly examine yourselves,and apply to your own lives the truth to which the prophethere gives expression. If

even in this world men again andagain discover that the fruit of the lying vanities to whichthey either rashly or in deliberate foolishness sacrifice God'sfavour and their eternal life and happiness, is gall and bitter-ness, how terrible will their waking be in the world to come !" Their worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched." Howdreadful to have the worm of remorse constantly gnawing atyour heart, because you have observed lying vanities, and forthem have forsaken your own mercy, flow fearful with Divesto stand far off and listen to the song of praise that is sung toGod and the Lamb by those who have come out of greattribulation, and then to be haunted by an everlasting self-reproach, because you have forsaken such glorious

privileges forthe service of lying vanities. For that they are vanities, allthose visible things in which a man seeks his happiness andthe end of his life—I adjure you to lay this to heart—thatwill become very evident to a man when he finds himself inhell, and knows that the glory is at a hopeless distance abovehim, and that far away from the place to which he is doomed,is the happy, heavenly home of all the redeemed, and thatbetween him and all this glory and happiness there is agreat and unbridgeable gulf fixed. Happy is he who listens to the warning voice of him towhom God has said, "Son of man, I have made thee a watch-



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet :S5 man unto the house of Israel, and thou shalt give them warningfrom Me." He will rejoice that he has been shown the follyof this service of lying vanities, and again he will rejoice thatGod has commanded the preaching of salvation, and of freedomfrom the service of vain unsubstantial earthly things. What then are we to observe ? The prophet has providedan answer to this question in what follows : " But I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice ofthanksgiving; i will pay that which i have vowed.Salvation is of the Lord." I, says the prophet, contrasting his religious position withthat of those who observe lying vanities—I can do no otherbut follow the Lord my God. I, too, have wandered

awayfrom Him, I have walked in paths of my own choosing, I haverefused to submit to the gracious reign of the Gospel. But,thank God, I now perceive the folly of observing unsubstantialvanities. I see the fearful danger of spending this life in thepursuit of things that can never satisfy, and of having a motivefor all I do that is directly at variance with God's holy willand with His righteous law. I will sacrifice, I will kill, I willgive up all my own methods and my own aims; no longerwill I bring before Thee works of my own choosing, or of myown contriving ; no longer will I give to Thee only what I canspare, and keep all the fat things for myself. I will no longerseek to please Thee with works of my own willing or running;I will offer unto Thee the

only sacrifice with which Thou artwell pleased, Jesus Christ the Righteous and His sacrifice, andI will plead its everlasting efficacy. I will sacrifice unto Thee,for Thou alone art worthy of sacrifice; I will not burn incenseto myself and to my own virtue; Thou alone art righteous,Thou alone art holy, Thou alone art good and merciful andfaithful. I will offer myself soul and body unto Thee, and notunto lying vanities. I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voiceof thanksgiving. For I myself have nothing to offer. Thesacrifice which is my salvation is Thine from beginning to end ;Thou hast commanded, ordained, and perfected it. Christ andthe satisfaction which He has given, His righteousness andholiness, is the source of all blessing and of all life. I

will con-fess that Thou alone art the Author and Finisher of all that isgood; for by Thy great love Thou hast taught me humility.Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back; Thou hast castthem all upon the Lamb which bears the sins of the world.This I will joyfully confess before all the world, and before allthe company of hell: I am a sinner who had become a prey todestruction, and could not deliver myself. I will confess thatthough I with all my wickedness and sin have caused Theenothing but travail and anguish, yet Thou hast delivered mylife from destruction, and with a yearning heart hast sought



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 86 me. When I lay in hell, Thou hast taken me out of the pit,and therefore I do confidently from this time forth look to Theealone for everything, for Thou wilt perform the good workwhich Thou hast begun. I no longer take any account of any-thing that I myself might be or do; all the purposes of theflesh, all the thoughts and aims and strength of my ownreason, of my own understanding, of my earthly will, are evenas nothing in my sight. My noblest aims and my purestthoughts, though the world may call them virtuous, are to menothing but shadowy, unsubstantial vanities. Yea rather, withall the strength of my soul, I will honour, praise, and proclaimabroad Thy righteousness, and declare the glory of

Thy name,for Thy name is even as a rock that is established with ever-lasting foundations, and beside Thee there is none. I will paythat which I have vowed. My gracious Lord and Saviour, Ihave freely vowed in my trouble and affliction that if Thouwouldst deliver me out of it, I should not be ashamed openlyto confess that I am the chief of sinners, and that yet Thouhast stooped down to one who could not help himself, who wasathirst for holiness and for deliverance from sin, and yet sawhimself mastered again and again by the power of the devil,and found sin lurking in the very inmost recesses of his nature.I will confess that Thou in Thine unspeakable love dost con-descend even to such as I, and in Divine compassion dost covertheir

sinfulness with Thy grace, and clothe them without andwithin with the shining robe of Thy holiness, and deck themwith Thy glory. This is the vow that I have freely vowedunto Thee.—My God, my Maker, here I lie in helpless pros-tration in a deep pit; if Thou wilt deliver me who throughmy sin have sunk below the beasts, and am become a companionof evil spirits, if Thou wilt grant me Thy salvation, justifica-tion, and holiness, if Thou wilt assure me that I am trulysaved, if Thou wilt appoint me a safe standing place on whichI can set my foot, and assure me that is a righteousness whichhas passed the test of Thy holy eye, if Thou wilt let a vilesinner like me dwell with Thee for ever ; then I will joyfullycarry the glad tidings of Thy great love to all

those afflictedones who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death :"Fear not, thou daughter of Zion, thy God is King." I willdeclare Thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the con-gregation will I praise Thee. This will I do; this vow will Ipay unto Thee. I will not suffer my mouth to be stopped, andthat, 0 Lord, Thou knowest right well. The meek shall eatand be satisfied; they shall praise the Lord that seek Him;your heart shall live for ever. It is not really hard to keep such a vow, although the devilimmediately takes the alarm, and thinks to put all manner ofobstacles in our way, and makes us wish that we had neverpledged ourselves to such a work. For he who has really



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 37 seen the light of God's salvation light up the night of hope-less misery, is not in the dark as to the ground of his vow,and feels that he can do no other than keep such a vow.For what is the ground of his confidence, and what is thesubstance of his preaching ? He proclaims that of which hehimself has experienced the truth in the hour of trouble, oftemptation, and trial, and the truth of which God is stillshewing unto him in his daily spiritual life ; he preaches inthe words of Jonah, that " Salvation is of the Lord." Poor,weak man, dead in trespasses and sins, subject to condem-nation, the slave of sin, the enemy of God and of his neigh-bour, unfit for any good thing, ready for every evil thing,with a

desperately wicked heart, from which proceed allmanner of abominations, needs an all-powerful grace, a gracewhich overcomes all obstacles, and is able, by that irresistiblepower which belongs to God alone, to quicken him, to turnhim from the darkness to the light, to justify, to cleanse andsanctify him, to make him a partaker of eternal happiness,and to assure him, and keep him in possession of, eternal sal-vation. Salvation and deliverance from the worst and mostdesperate condition has become possible and is close at hand;it is truly granted to the poor and afflicted through God'sgreat mercy, and for the sake of Christ's great sacrifice oncemade upon the cross. This salvation and deliverance is to beobtained of none but the Lord, and is

accomplished by Himalone in a perfect and final manner. Happy are ye, my dear friends, if you have experiencedand are able joyfully to confess the truth of the words," Salvation is of the Lord." Happy are ye if you seek andexpect it of the Lord alone, and do not look to receive itfrom any creature, from the works of the law, or from anyother lying vanities, by which those who walk after the fleshare deceived. He who has learned of the Lord that salvationis of the Lord alone, he issues a death-warrant against every-thing else, and his whole life in the flesh is lived in thefaith of the Son of God. Let us rejoice because salvation isof the Lord, for only so can we be assured of completedeliverance from death and all evil things, only so can therebe

absolute certainty of everlasting salvation to the peoplewhom He has chosen and created for the glory of His name.What will our happiness be when the salvation of which weare here reaping the first-fruits, shall be- clearly and perfectlyrevealed to us in the eternal light of His glory ! Then let uspatiently bear the burden for yet a little while ; soon we shallDe lifted up high above sin, trouble, and suffering, and shallevermore rejoice in happiness that knows no end. Honourand praise be unto Thee, O God, alone, for we had goneastray and corrupted our paths, but Thou alone hast deliveredus with a perfect deliverance. Amen.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 38 IV. Jonah ii. 10. You will now be glad to hear from the Word of God, mydear Christian friends, how Jonah was at length delivered,and carried back to the dry land. The story of Jonah's de-liverance is intended to stir up our hearts ; it may prove acomfort to this one, and assure him that he, too, has reachedthe shore ; it may encourage that one and show him that thereis still hope for him of being at length rescued from the stormysea of unbelief and sinfulness, and of being made to join inthe song of the redeemed, though as yet he is still strugglingwith the waves of doubt. Therefore it is a great satisfactionto me to be able to speak to you concerning God's answer toJonah's prayer. God has promised never to

withdraw His hand from Hisafflicted children : " My hand has made all things, saith theLord ; I behold the poor and him that is of a broken spirit,and Him that fears My word." Two instances out of HolyScripture—the one the case of a woman, the other the case ofa man—occur to me as exemplifying the truth of these words.Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, herself a prophetess, hadin her zeal for the law of outward observances, rebelled againstMoses because he had married an Ethiopian woman. By doingthis, Miriam was rising in rebellion against the law of liberty,against the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, and in thiscrime she was aided and abetted by Aaron. Therefore theanger of the Lord was kindled against them, the cloud de-parted

from the tabernacle, and Miriam stood smitten with themost terrible of all plagues ; she became leprous, and white assnow. Moses, who had had experience of the sufferings ofthose who do not submit themselves, as they are, to the graceof Christ, cried unto the Lord, saying, " Heal her now, I be-seech Thee! " and the Lord was willing to heal her. But Hefirst wanted indelibly to impress upon her soul the truth thatit is the brokenhearted who are regarded of God. Thereforeshe had to incur the sentence of the very law, for which shehad shown so much undue zeal, and be shut out from the campseven days, just as Jonah was shut up three days in the bellyof the fish. During these seven days she was to learn to enter



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet :*!> into the Sabbath rest of God as one smitten with the leprosy.She was to be saved, indeed, and therefore the people did notjourney till she was brought in again, but she was to be savedas a leper, as one cast out from the congregation; she was tobe saved, as Aaron said, " as one dead, of whom the flesh ishalf consumed, when ha cometh out of his mother's womb." Saul, afterwards called Paul, that is, the man of smallaccount, who was a man mighty in the Scriptures, had beencarried away by zeal for the law of Moses, the law of sin,death, and dead works, and had rebelled against the law ofgrace. He looked upon the Church of God as an Ethiopianwoman that must be sent away or killed. And yet in his

zealfor the law of Moses he was rebelling against the spirit of thatlaw. For Moses had said : " The Lord thy God will raise upunto thee a prophet from the midst of thy brethren like untome : unto him ye shall hearken." He was an enemy of thelaw .itself, the very end and fulfilment of which was thisprophet, Jesus of Nazareth. But after he had been throwndown to the ground, he became like unto Miriam and Jonah:for three days he was without sight, and neither did eat nordrink. And do you know what knowledge of himself hegained during these three days 1 How comforting is the con-fession which he has made concerning himself. Hear to whathe compares himself in that chapter where he proves to theCorinthians that Christ has risen from the dead, and

after Hisresurrection has been repeatedly seen by His disciples : " Lastof all He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time."Those words " born out of due time" refer back to what hadbeen said of Miriam. When the Lord Jesus appeared to me—thus runs his argument—and when the law of freedom wasrevealed to me, I was " a's one dead, of whom the flesh is halfconsumed, when he cometh out of his mother's womb." These two examples may serve to show, how vile and of noaccount are those whom the Lord makes receivers of His grace,and in what condition they safely reach the shore. Now wewill proceed to fix our attention more specially on the case ofJonah. Jonah ii. 10.—" And the Lord spake unto the fish, AND IT VOMITED OUT

JONAH UPON THE DRY LAND." Thus Jonah's prayer to the God of his life was not in vain,and our history is a fresh demonstration of the truth, to whichHannah, who had been delivered from great sorrow, gave ex-pression in her song of praise, " The Lord killeth, and makethalive : He bringeth down to the underworld, and bringeth up."It was the Lord who moved Jonah to pray in the belly of thefish, and the answer to his prayer had been provided, longbefore Jonah was born. A sure sign of life, and a sure signthat the afflicted soul will obtain its quest of the Lord, is to be



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 40 found in the very fact of its beginning to call upon the Lord,and earnestly and unceasingly to cry unto Him, and to pourout the whole tale of its sorrow and distress, " Let me live,that I may praise Thee : what profit is there in my death 1"When the worst has come to the worst, and there seems to beno longer any hope of deliverance, if the Lord Himself does notinterfere, then the Lord Himself puts this vow into the heart ofHis child, " If Thou wilt save me out of this my evil case—although a desperately wicked and sinful man like myself isaltogether unworthy of receiving anything from a just andholy God—but if Thou wilt bring me up from the terribledarkness of the underworld, Thou shalt be my

God all my lifelong, and in all eternity." Those who are to behold the gloryof God, and in His light are to see light, must first becomealtogether vile, worthless and powerless in their own eyes, andconfess that salvation is of the Lord alone. And though thereis nothing good or sound in their natural man, yet God willraise them up, and make them partakers for ever of His holi-ness and of His salvation, and keep them in His ways. If weare to be really and truly persuaded, that we are saved not byour own strength, or by the strength of the flesh, that salvationis not of him that willeth or runneth, but by the mercy of Godalone, we must first have been taught by bitter experience notto look for salvation from any other quarter. We shall thenhave gone

through the same experience as Jonah ; for when helay in the belly of the fish, and had well-nigh fallen a prey todeath and the grave, he could look for deliverance only to thatGod whose billows and waves had gone over him. But thatGod is willing to save, and He saves after a marvellous fashion.He saves for the sake of His dear Son, who has said, " Thouwilt not leave my soul in hell;" and again, " Thou dost makeknown unto me the way of life." He who was made like untoHis brethren in all things, that He might be merciful, and afaithful high priest, to make reconciliation for the sins of thepeople, who was in all points tempted like as we are, in thedays of His flesh, was taught by the story of Jonah, that Hetoo must for the sake of His poor,

sinful brethren, remain threedays and three nights in the heart of the earth which God hadcursed, and Himself be made a curse for sin, and become aprey to death and the grave, and undergo all the terrors ofdeath for our sakes. But He knew that He was doing allthis for the sake of God's chosen people who were underthe power of sin and death, and He also knew that it was thewill of the Father that His being swallowed up of hell shouldprove the means of hell and death themselves being swallowedup in victory, and of the deliverance of all His poor brethrenfrom the bondage of hell and death. It was with reference tothis that He said to His Father through the eternal Spirit,



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 41 "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell," as who should say," Thou knowest that in obedience to Thy will, and for thesalvation of men, I go down into hell: therefore Thou wiltpreserve my soul in the midst of hell." And this I know thatThou wilt do, although I myself cannot see my way out of theprison house of death. Thou wilt make known unto me thepath of life, that by it I may bring up with me my redeemedones that sit in the darkness and shadow of death. With this conviction, " Thou wilt not leave my soul inhell, and " Thou makest known unto me the way of life," Heby His Holy Spirit fills the hearts of all those whom he haspurchased with His precious blood, so that they are able, byfaith in Him,

even though with fear and trembling, to sayafter their victory-crowned Head, in the midst of the terrorsof the underworld, " Thou wilt not leave my soul—yet shall Ilook again toward Thy temple." And so it becomes almost anatural necessity for them to begin to call upon God, and whenat length, after all hope of deliverance had been given up, theLord shows Himself to them once more, the faint spark ofhope is kindled into a flame, and now it is the Lord alone fromwhom they expect to learn the path of life, and the way ofdeliverance out of the prison house of death. And to have itborne in upon your soul with irresistible force that salvationis of the Lord alone, is to make the same experience as Jonahwhen "the Lord spake unto the fish." Could

the monsterwhiph had no sense for perceiving God's voice, yet understandwhat God was saying to it ? To be sure it could; for in thesame way as a dog can hear the voice of his master, and under-stand his meaning, so the sea monster Could hear the voice ofits Maker, and understand His command. So the end ofJonah's trial had now come, the end of that dark desperatestruggle, the end of the time when " his soul fainted withinhim," and when he felt like one forsaken of God and man.He had emptied the dregs of the wine of God's wrath, and thehour of deliverance had come. Let all who have grown faintand weary in the struggle, remember that Jonah's God is stillthe same mighty deliverer that He has proved Himself in thedays of old,

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. We must all march forth into the battle field of life.The hand of suffering will he laid upon us with unrelentinggrasp. We shall bo in such an evil case that we shall notknow what to do or whither to turn. Trouble will weighheavily upon our souls, and almost crush the life out of us. Thesun of hope will be hidden from our view by black and lower-ing thunder clouds. But if in the last extremity we turn toour Almighty Father, who, in the midst of His wrath, doesnot forget His mercy and loving kindness, then suddenly thebolts of our prison will fly back, the doors will burst open,



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 42 hell will give up her spoils, and the devil his prey; thedaughter of Abraham whom Satan had bound, is loosed of herbonds, and is made straight and sound by the laying-on of thehands of her mighty Saviour. For His power unto salvationis infinitely greater than the power of all the host of hell untodestruction. If He will forgive the sins of any man, no manwill from thenceforth be able io convince that man of sin. No sea monster, no power of death or hell, no chains of sinshave strength to resist God's all-victorious word, and when Hesays " Eelease me my captives," the gates of hell itself mustburst open and give them up. This faith ought to fill ourhearts with joy, and our lives with brightness and

sunshine.For we know that hell feels quite uneasy when it has swallowedup God's afflicted saints : those who are purchased with theblood of Christ can by no possibility become fit inmates ofhell. Even while hell is congratulating itself on the capture ithas made, it begins to feel disturbed and uneasy. Hell cannotbear the presence of a liying Saviour. She may swallow upsinners, but a redeemed sinner will cause her more sharp painand anguish than he himself endures. When he begins to cryaloud, and to confess that salvation is of the Lord, hell beginsto feel sick unto death ; and when He who is called " TheirRedeemer is strong " bids her give up her prey, the mightyleviathan writhes in terrible anguish at His feet, asks that itslife may be

spared, and though sore against its will, and withgreat reluctance, vomits forth the redeemed one who has pre-vailed by wrestling with God in prayer. It cannot choose butgive him up, for the word is gone forth, " I will ransom themfrom the power of the grave ; I will redeem them from death :0 death, I will be thy plagues ; O grave, I will be thy des-struction." The fish vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. From thesewords we see how Jonah reached the shore, and that he reachedit in the same manner in which Miriam was received backinto the camp of God, for she was received as one whose fatherhas spit in her face, and who has thus undergone the very ut-most disgrace. Jonah's condition resembled that of Paul whenthe Lord had appeared

unto him. Jonah, Miriam, and Paul,like all who belong to the little flock of the saints of God, havecome to the land " as one dead, of whom the flesh is half con-sumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb." Jonahreached the land as one vomited out as an outcast from theunderworld. How different was the Jonah who escaped tothe shore from the Jonah who had fled from the Lord! Inthose days he was a stout man and a portly, and would walkalong with a grave and saintly step with his head among theclouds. In those days he wore a prophet's garb after the mostapproved and saintly fashion, and had the hem of his robe hung



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 43 with golden bells, so that all might hear the holy sound andsay, "Behold, there he goes," or, "here he comes." But how-did he look now ? Had he any form or comeliness now ? Ifhis own people, the Jews, had seen him in his present con-dition, would they not have asked, Is that Jonah ? Is that theman of God 1 Is that one of the children of the covenant ?Gone was all his beauty and all his glory. How altogetherunlike his former self he had become within three days andthree nights ! His once portly form had wasted away, andwas like unto a moth-fretted garment; he was emaciated withgrief, and fasting, and the fear of death. The holy prophetlooked like one that has come forth from the grave : his

clothesand his whole body were covered with filth, and ooze, andslime, and he was drenched to the skin by the great wave thathad swept him ashore. And so his appearance was viler andmore repulsive than it had ever been before. He was moresinful, more unclean, and more helpless than he had been whenhe was first converted, Alas, he dared not open his mouth forvery shame and confusion. He was like a bare, unfruitful treethat has twice withered and dried up down to the very roots,and, like the pleasure-loving widow of whom St. Paul speaks, hewas dead while he yet lived. It is not strange that a manwhen he is first converted, should be dead in trespasses andsins, and loaded with the chains of death and hell; but thatone who has

been born again, should be swept away from therock on which he stood, and carried to a lower depth than hehas ever known before, and that he should be swallowed up,and become a helpless bondman of Satan, and unable to doanything for himself, or to take a single step towards the re-covery of that freedom which he longs for, is in the last degreeshameful and ignominious. Thus Jonah reached the shore as one vomited out of hell;he had had to leave behind his sanctity in hell, and lay thereupon the dry land covered all over with ooze and, slime. Hellhad been unwilling to give him up, but had been forced to doso, for the word of life had gone forth in answer to the prayerof the distressed man of God. It had vomited him out, and,in doing

so, had covered him all over with its venomous slaver.There he lay, like an untimely birth, like the young one ofsome animal which its mother has just brought forth and leftto its fate, like a helpless forsaken child that does not knowwhat to do ; and yet he was not an unreasoning child, but awise and thinking man, who knew God, who had held com-munion with God and the holy angels, who had been en-lightened, and had received the Spirit of God ; and this manwas covered with all the defilements of the nethermost deep,so that he must feel utterly disgraced in the sight of men, andready to flee from them; and yet he was fain to ask their help



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 44 like the most -wretched beggar, with a degraded feeling of hisown unworthiness. He would have to be thankful to anyonewho, without sneering remarks, would give him a little waterto cleanse himself with, and a few clothes to replace the gar-ments which had now become worse than useless. I should like to have listened to the conversations whichhe must have held subsequently with godly men and ungodly,with men rich and men poor in spirit, with hypocrites andgenuine believers, with false teachers and their victims, withenlightened saints, and with babes in the knowledge of God,after he had been so marvellously delivered from the veryjaws of death. I should also like to have heard his

testimonyconcerning himself and the grace of God. I wonder whatkind of account he gave of himself to the first people whomhe met in his state of filthy disfigurement. Of course theyasked him his name and his country, and the cause of his un-fortunate condition. And then he must have confessed thewhole truth, how he had thought to be more righteous thanGod, and thus had committed a dreadful sin ; but that he hadat length come to see that he himself was not holy at all, andthat God alone was holy, and that therefore he now wasreally and truly holy, whatever his outward appearance mightbe, because " Salvation is of the Lord." My dear friends,—We have seen how Jonah reached theshore, and that he reached it as one vomited out by hell.

Ithappened very fortunately for Jonah that he was cast forthinto the sea, and swallowed up of hell for a short time, for it isbetter to be swallowed up of hell for a short time than for alleternity. He was highly favoured in having it made clear tohim that that which is born of the flesh, even though itbe a prophet of God, will not submit to the free grace of God,for he thereby was brought to the knowledge of the sweetnessof grace, and made partaker of its unchanging benefits.Though he must have felt terribly desolate in the belly of thefish, he cannot even there have been altogether shrouded inthe darkness of despair; for in the midst of his terror a voicewithin him suddenly cried, " Yet will I look again upon Thyholy temple." And then in the midst of his fear

and anguishof soul he received in abundant measure the spirit of prayer,and the Spirit of God made intercession for him with groan-ings which cannot be uttered, and he thus experienced thatGod's mercy has set up its throne in the midst of our weak-ness. It was a good thing for him that he was cast ashorein such a forlorn and evil plight, for it was a humiliationwhich he could not forget as long as he lived : his pride wasthoroughly humbled and brought very low, and thenceforthhe was ever ready to give the praise unto God. Moreover, the manner in which he reached the dry land



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 45 was for his best; for since it was accomplished by the Lordspeaking to the fish, he was taught thereby that whoever wemay be we can never do anything towards our own salvation.From that day forth he could say from experience that Godalone saves us according to His own free grace and pleasure,and that we are the worst obstacles in the way of our ownhappiness, and are constantly crossing God's loving purposesthrough our waywardness and folly. It was not only for his own good that Jonah was broughtashore as one vomited out by hell; it happened so for ourbenefit also. If anyone thinks that after his conversion hissalvation depends on his own holiness and his own goodworks, let him learn from

Jonah that it is the humble andthe lowly whom God approves. If anyone thinks that Godmust do whatever he likes, and that God must save him inspite of all his self-willed perverseness, let the story of Jonahteach him that there is one above who is stronger than he.If there be anyone who lies imprisoned in the nether darknessof sin and trouble, let him understand that the God who de-livered Jonah out of the belly of the fish is the same God asof old, and still hearkens to the cry of the perishing, and givesthem confidence to approach Him with the petition of David," Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou God of mysalvation," and to cry with their last breath, when stifled bythe heavy weight of overpowering affliction, " Rejoice notagainst me, 0

mine enemy, for if I have fallen I shall arise ;though I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light unto me.I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinnedagainst Him, until He plead my cause, and execute judgmentfor me: He will bring me forth to the light, and I shallbehold His righteousness." And you who know what it is tocome to the land as men cast up from hell, do not listen tothe devil who wants to make you proud of your own. righteous-ness, and do not let him rob you of the one great thing inwhich you have learnt to glory, but cling to the mighty graceof God, which ever remains the same, whether we are weakor whether we are strong. To God and to the Lamb be thehonour and the glory of our salvation for ever and ever.Amen.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet #6 V. Jonah iii. However strongly and confidently human reason may setitself against the eternal truth that virtue and goodness is notof him that willeth or of him that runneth, but that we areable to do that which is good only when we are led by thehand of grace, and in ourselves are unfit to do any goodthing,—yet, at the last, human reason will be put to confusion,and God will be justified in all His words and works. Theprophet Jeremiah has struck the right note when he says, " OLord, I know that the way of man is not in himself; it is notin man that walketh to direct his steps." Every effort of thehuman will to strike out a path for itself will only serve to setforth more clearly fife old truth that " the

Lord hath made allthings for Himself," and that "though a man's heart maydevise his own way" yet, after all, " it is the Lord thatdirecteth his steps, (Prov. xvi. 4, 9.) Happy is he who yieldsdue honour and loyal allegiance to God's holy law, and hum-bles himself under the holy, just, and beautiful Jaw of his God.This law will produce in him a feeling of utter humiliation andself-contempt, and constrain him to confess with St. Paul," The good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I wouldnot, that I do ; how to perform the good I find not." Eversince the foundation of the world and the fall of Adam, menhave continued to grieve the Holy Spirit by deeming them-selves wiser than God, and because everyone thinks thatunless he can understand

and control the good thing thatis being done, unless it is done in a manner which he per-ceives to be good, there can be no goodness in it at all. Eachman thinks that if he does not work, neither does God work; ifhe does not do anything, then nothing will be done. But letOur reason erect as proud a structure as it likes on the found-ation of the law, God will make it even like unto Babel, andconfound men's minds that they may not understand oneanother, and they shall bite and devour one another, till atlength they are consumed one of another. Whatever menmay think of it, the fact will remain for ever unshaken, thatman by the works of the law works his own destruction, andthat life and communion with God is to be had by Divine



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 47 grace alone. The glorious words stall stand for ever, " Bygrace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves : itis the gift of God—not of works lest any man should boast.For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus untogood works, which God hath before ordained that we shouldwalk in them," (Ephes. ii. 8—10.) Men may scornfully callsuch following of Christ by the name of passive Christianity.But it is this passive Christianity alone that brings forth lastingfruits ; this form of Christianity alone is effectually productiveof life, because it is effectual in and through God—whilstso-called active Christianity is fruitful only unto death, becauseGod is left out of it. In the new

creation, in the creation ofgrace which is by Christ Jesus, all that belongs to thenatural and carnal self of man is utterly abolished ; thereGod is all in all, and for His own name's sake He mightilyand effectually works in and by the human soul. Andsince it is God's work, and not the work of the man him-self, nothing can retard or hinder it. Though a man's willand thoughts may not always fall in with God's purpose,though man's thoughts are not God's thoughts, nor man'sways God's ways, yet a man who is moved by the Spirit ofGod will be strong for everything that is good, and nothingthat he does will be good, unless the Spirit of God supplies thespring of his actions. If we look at the third chapter of thebook of Jonah we shall meet with

abundant proof of thisspiritual fact. May God open our eyes that we may under-stand the true meaning of God's Holy Word, and that wemay be thereby comforted, and His holy name glorified. 1  And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time,saying, 2  AriBe, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it thepreaching that I bid thee. 3  So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the wordof the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days'journey. 4  And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and hecried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 5  So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast,and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them

even to the least ofthem. 6  For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose fromhis throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sack-cloth, and sat in ashes. 7  And he oaused it to be proclaimed and published throughNineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neitherman nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything: let them not feed, nordrink water! 8  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and crymightily unto God : yea, let them turn every one from his evil way,and from the violence that is in their hands. 9  Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away fromhis fierce anger, that we perish not ?



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 48 10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evilway ; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he woulddo unto them ; and he did it not. There are three things in this chapter calling for specialconsideration: (1.) God's repeated command to Jonah.(2.) Jonah's mission and message.(3.) The fruit of Jonah's preaching. I. And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah thesecond time, saying, "arise, go unto nlneveh, that greatcity, and preach unto it the preaching that i bid thee." The word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time.It was the same word that had come unto him before. God'swill must bo done, and His counsel executed, by us ; we haveto obey His command, to fulfil His law. Jonah had at firsttaken

counsel with flesh and blood, and flesh and blood arenot subject to the law of God ; neither, indeed, can be, sincethe wisdom of the Divine will can be perceived only by thatwhich is spiritual in man. On the former occasion Jonah hadsaid within him himself, " What is the use of my preaching ?God is too merciful to execute His threat." But he had notconsidered that his preaching was intended as a means ofshowing to men the goodness of God, neither had he borne inmind what great things his preaching was to bring about.He had applied to God's command the logic of the flesh, andhad lost sight of the power and the mighty working of theWord of God. But his resistance to God's command has been all in vain.At length he is forced to yield an unquestioning obedience tothe

word of God. At first his self-willed decision seemedrational enough, but in its results it brought him nothing butsuffering and danger. He might have saved himself muchtrouble and agony if he had immediately obeyed God's wordwhen it came unto him the first time. And yet surely it is nosmall proof of God's goodness and long suffering, that he wassustained in the midst of all his troubles, and delivered out ofhis danger, and that " the word of the Lord came unto himthe second time." God might have dealt with him as He didwith the children of Israel, whom he had led up out of Egypt witha stretched-out arm, and who, on account of their disobedience,perished in the wilderness. God did not forsake Jonah ; Hedid not inflict the punishment which Jonah had merited byhis wilfulness

and disobedience ; but rather He came to himwhere he lay upon the sea-shore like one cast up from theunderworld, and repeated His command that he should ariseand preach in Nineveh.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 49 Should we not learn from this that all resistance to thegrace of God is of no avail. Well do we know them, the com-mandments, the judgments, and the ordinances of God. Weknow very well that the whole duty of man is summed up inthis one commandment that we are to seek after the Lord ourGod, and to fear, serve, and love Him, and Him alone. Norcan we plead that we do not know what good works are, orthat they consist in our dealing with our neighbour in thesame way in which God deals with us. God has given uspower to discern that faith is the only, the best, and thehighest good work, that it is the crown of all good works, andthe only one that is well-pleasing unto God. We have alsobeen made to understand that God is

an almighty God, andthat it is our duty not to criticise, but to obey, His word whenit comes unto us. On the other hand, we are taught by thefacts of daily experience that in spite of all our knowledge ofgood and evil, we do not after all really know what is goodand evil in the sight of God. Seeing that we are aware of allthese things, must we not appear guilty of foolish and culpablearrogance, if we presume to improve upon the way in whichHe has told us to order our lives in this world, or to find out abetter way than that which He has pointed out to us in which wemay fear Him, serve and obey Him, and be God-fearing, pure, andholy men and women ? We know that we have to take His wordupon trust, to follow it blindly, and leave the consequences toHim. We may twist and turn

the word of God as much aswe like, we may call in all the subtleties of theological learningin order to escape from the necessity of a straightforward sur-render to the will and command of God, but we shall not enterinto God's rest, we shall not have true peace with God, nor agood conscience before our Lord, so long as we seek to makeour religion a compromise between the law and the gospel, solong as we look for salvation to our own works as well as tothe grace of God. The Holy One in heaven insists on a com-plete and whole-hearted surrender to His word and to Hiswill,—all we can do is to give up ourselves, just as we are, toHis grace, and to let God's Holy Spirit execute His will in ourhearts. Let Jonah's example serve for our warning as well asfor our comfort: for our

warning, in order that we may learnthat all the presumptuous efforts of a self-made holiness mustcome to naught, and cause us to sink ever lower and lower,just as they dragged down Jonah, first to the bottom of thesea, then into the belly of the whale, and then cast him up asone loathed and rejected by the very underworld. Jonah'sexample should teach us that all the anxious labour and wearystriving of self-righteousness must prove in vain. Jonah's ex-ample will teach us a lesson very full of comfort if we will butlearn from it that we shall bear abundant and lasting fruit, if D



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 50 we will but give up the old man that is dead in trespasses andsins, and have done with the works of the law, andregard ourselves as dead according to that law, and cling tothe word of the Son of the living God. Thus, indeed, all goodworks are taken out of our own hands, we shall have nothingleft to be proud of, or to look at with complacency; we shallhave to let our ship drift on the sea of God's grace, but it willtake no hurt or harm. Adam had the issues of life in his ownhand, and he lost it. Lest we should lose it over again, Godhas put our whole life and holiness, and the issues of salvation,in the hand of Christ, that being moved by His Holy Spiritalone, we might live in utter dependence upon Him, and thusmight be able to persevere unto the

end. It was' this lessonthat Jonah was to learn when it was said to him, " Arise, goforth : arise, though thou mayest be worn out with the strokesof my punishing hand, not in thine own strength, but in mystrength, go forth by my Holy Spirit unto Nineveh that greatcity. In that great city thou shalt see how much a weak manand a worm of the earth like thyself, who nevertheless didstdare presumptuously to thwart my wise counsel with thythoughts of good and evil, can accomplish by the strength ofGod after having perceived the blind unreasonableness of hisformer choice. Wilt thou have any great thing of thine ownfor so great a city, any great word of human eloquence, anygreat power of persuasion, any great and overpowering weight ofpersonal holiness ? To Nineveh shalt thou go, though to

theeSamaria or Jerusalem may seem a more fitting sphere oflabour, and thou shalt go with nothing in thine hand—withouteven a fine and persuasive speech upon thy lips—thou shalt goand not know what thou shalt speak : when thou hast enteredthe city I will put the right words in thy mouth, and thewords shall be not of thy choosing, but of mine. Preach untothat city the preaching that I bid thee." Thus everything had been taken out of Jonah's hands. Hedid not go whither he would, but whither he would not,thither he had to go. He was not suffered to preach what hewould, but what he would not, that he was forced to preach.This has ever been God's way. For those things which wehave carefully considered beforehand we find no utterance,and we say that of which we had never thought.

When weare minded to pray we cannot do it; when we go about to beholy, and to do good works, we cannot accomplish it. Butwhen we are not minded to pray, then will God's Spiritmightily constrain us. When nothing is further from ourthoughts than the doing of good works, then God will enableus to be holy and to do good works according to His will, andaccording to His pleasure, although we know it not. We shallbe driven by His grace alone, and shall experience His faith-



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 51 fulness and the power of His word, whether we desire it ornot. That which God has called holy must be holy in our eyesalso ; and if He would have us go to any place, to that placewe shall most certainly have to go. Let us iisten to whatfollows: II." So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according TO THE WORD OF THE LORD. NOW NlNEVEH WAS AN EX-CEEDING GREAT CITY OF THREE DAYS' JOURNEY. AND JONAHBEGAN TO ENTER INTO THE CITY A DAY'S JOURNEY, AND HECRIED AND SAID : ' YET FORTY DAYS, AND NlNEVEH SHALL BEOVERTHROWN.' " We may he sure that Jonah was under a necessity of actingas he did, and that God had shut off all other possibilities.We keep our vows, and yield obedience

unto God, only whenGod Himself puts the Spirit of obedience into our souls ; butthen we are quite content to be subject to the will of God, andwould not be free from it even though we could, though, in-deed, we could not even though we would. Jonah went toNineveh in the same spirit in which Peter went to Cornelius.Peter, too, had, at first, been unwilling to go. He had thoughtthat he must confine his preaching to his own people, whichalone was the people of God, and he could not conceive thatGod could really want him to enter the house of a heathenman. But the lesson which God taught him was to a verydifferent purpose. This he himself acknowledges in the speechin which he defends his conduct against those of the circum-cision, " Who was I," he says, " that I should fight

againstGod." Even so, Jonah was at first sorely prejudiced againstthe work which was given him to do in Nineveh. But now hehas to be content to do it, and he has learned true obedience,since God has taught him to see that in spite of all his fanciedobedience he has been a rebel against God's holy will. For solong as we live unto the old Adam, and unto the law, we arecontinually and anxiously desirous to obey God, and try toprove our obedience by all manner of good works. We areconstantly coming to God with those dead works of ours, andasking, "Have I not done this thing well, and now, oh God,wilt Thou not help me to accomplish and perfect that goodthing which I have begun for Thy glory ? " But the answerwhich God gives us is not the one we expected, " Thy worksprofit nothing,

they are not that which I have asked of thee, theyare not in accordance with that will which I have made knownunto thee." There are those who are not led to repentance byGod's rebuke, and will not submit to His will, and flee fromHis presence, and will not understand that obedience to Goddoes not consist in choosing that which is good in our owneyes, and that all the ways of self-righteousness are ways of



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 52 death. Others there are, again, who are taught by God's re-proving answer that that which we call obedience, but whichis really an obedience to precepts of our own choosing, isnothing but Pharisaism and obstinate rebellion. And when aman has learnt this lesson he is thenceforth willing to be ledby God's Spirit in the way which God has commanded. Therewe are led along we know not how. Our feet are guided bythe Spirit of faith, and we blindly and readily follow along theroad which God maps out for iis, even though formerly welooked upon that road as unholy, and should do so still wereit not that our every thought is brought into captivity to theobedience of Christ, which assures us that this or that roadmust be holy simply because

God has commanded us to walktherein. God has taught Jonah this unquestioning obedience,and it is this that constrains him to go to Nineveh, eventhough his whole people in its arrogant assumption of exclu-sive holiness, yea, even though his own heart may reprove himfor entering a heathenish and godless city. But what man,or what city, can claim to be righteous in the presence ofHim who, by the mouth of His apostle, has imputed un-righteousness to His faithful servant Abraham, and of whom itis said that " He put no trust in His servants, and His angels Hecharged with folly : how much less in them that dwell in housesof clay 1" When God has compassion on a man for Christ'ssake, that man will be righteous and holy, for he shall beclothed with the righteousness and holiness of

God. But inhimself that man is still an unrighteous man, and if he in anyway exalts himself above his poor, sinning brethren, he will bean abomination in the eyes of Him who is not ashamed to becalled the God of the sinful and of the lost. Was Ninevehmore wicked than Samaria or Jerusalem ? The last day willfurnish an answer to this question. But thus much is certain,that, on our Lord's own showing, the judgment of the men ofNineveh who repented at the preaching of Jonah, shall be lesshard than that of Jerusalem. It is significant that the samecity of which it is said that her wickedness was come up beforeGod, is nevertheless called (according to the correct renderingof the Hebrew of iii. 3) a "great city of God." However greatthe city might be,—and it was a city of three days'

journey—yet throughout the length and breadth thereof it was a " cityof God." Though the devil seemed to have it all his own wayin that city, yet it was " a city of God," for "the earth is theLord's and the fulness thereof;" and though its wickednesswas great, yet it was a "city of God," and all the more afitting object of God's almighty grace. Our great God andSaviour, who is not ashamed to call those brethren who reallydeserve quite a different name, is not ashamed to call a cityHis own, even though its wickedness may constrain Him to



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 53 overthrow it. There is no wickedness too great for God'smercy, and He shows the wonders of His salvation amongthose who are utterly lost and given over to destruction. And how wonderfully God brings it about that His willshall be irresistibly carried out by one who has nothing tosay for himself, and who has now been in open rebellionagainst God. How victoriously is God's will carried out byone who has been made to feel his own weakness and unfitnessfor any good thing. There he stands at the gate of the " greatcity of God." How strange he must have felt! Perhaps he feltlike an animal that is offered up for the good of others, or like asilent and unresisting instrument in the hand of God, whichthe skilled master hand has taken up and

uses for its ownpurposes. What is Jonah to preach now that he has entered the greatcity ? He must have felt ready to faint at the sight of so greata multitude of living souls. But God had said unto him," Preach the preaching that I bid thee," and now God's pro-mise would be fulfilled to him—" Open thy mouth and I willfill it." Jonah had entered upon his first day's journeythrough the city, when the Lord opened his mouth, and badehim say, "Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown."And the words had hardly passed his lips when they fell amongthe people like a thunderbolt, and made them tremble and quakewith a mighty and sudden terror. This preaching was not theoutcome of his own will. It was with great reluctance that heuttered the word " overthrown," thinking within himself

thatsuch a thing would never come to pass. Nor could he havepredicted the exact day of Nineveh's overthrow with such boldconfidence unless God Himself had given him authorityto do so. Should we not apply Jonah's experience to our own case ILet us live according to the law, let us follow the promptingsof the old man, whom Christ has crucified and utterly abolished,and we shall speak much and often of obedience to God, butwe shall never be obedient. Let us live by grace, and placeourselves body and soul in the hands of our Lord, and let ustake no thought for good works and holiness, and then theLord will make us find holiness where we do not look for it,and He will provide works enough for our hands to do, yea,more than we think we can accomplish. For where God'sworks

are done, man with his faith, his goodwill, and allthat he most prides himself upon, must utterly perish, and hiseyes must wait upon the hand of his Master, and look fororders from Him day after day, so that he feels as though heshould like to flee away from the presence of the Lord, if theLord's arm did not keep him back. Whatever such a mandoes is not his own work, but the work of the Lord alone.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 54 And this identification of our work with the work of the Lordis the secret of all success, as is strikingly shown by the effectof Jonah's preaching. III. The effect of his preaching was marvellous. It producedin the minds of the. men who were threatened with condemna-tion and destruction, faith in God's word, repentance, andcontrition. It made the hearers to humble themselves insackcloth and ashes. Word of Jonah's preaching came untothe king, and he issued a decree that man and beast, rich andpoor, young and old, should fast, and be covered with sack-cloth, and cry mightily unto God, and that they should turnaway every one from his evil way, and from the violence thatwas in their hands. So the whole city gave God the praise,and did

that which God commanded ; they all justified God,and condemned themselves and all their evil ways, and turnedfrom them, if by any means God should have compassion uponthem. This refusal to despair of God's mercy is the beginningof salvation. They did not question God's right either todestroy or to spare them. Nevertheless, though God's wordswere very definite and positive, " Yet forty days, and Ninevehshall be overthrown," they did not give themselves up as lost,they ceased not to cry mightily unto God for pardon and de-liverance. They showed their belief in God's goodness : " Whocan tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from Hisfierce anger, that we perish not." Such was the fruit of thepreaching which God had put into Jonah's mouth. Thepeople of Nineveh

believed God, and when God saw theirworks, that is, their genuine faith, by which they had reallyturned from their evil way, He repented of the evil that Hehad said that He would do unto them, and He did it not.And thus the "great city of God" was for that once savedfrom overthrow and destruction. Here human reason raises many futile objections. Andthere are even some Christians who join in these objections,and are thus put to shame by the Ninevites, even as Jonahwas put to shame by the Ninevites. For they feared the wordof God, and believed His message, whilst Jonah set up his ownwisdom against the will and command of God. Reason pre-sumes to ask whether the repentance and conversion of theseNinevites was genuine and sincere. Our natural reason isconstantly bent

upon decrying the glory of the works that aredone in and through God, and on praising up her own worksas alone perfect and good. But this question is not worth ananswer. God is justified in all he does—that is enough : andwhen God saw the works of the Ninevites, He repented of theevil that He had said that he would do unto them. Our



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 55 natural reason regards with suspicion all genuine repentanceand conversion, but never entertains the least misgiving of itsown carnal conversions, and never wearies of praising them.These conversions must instantly be made known to all theworld, and whoever ventures to cast any doubt on theirgenuineness is called an enemy of the Christian religion.These men tell us that the Ninevites could have no knowledgeof God, simply because they do not really believe in the HolySpirit and His work upon earth, which is to reprove all men,and to quicken in men's hearts the consciousness of the livingGod, and of His justice and holiness. Men who allow nostandard of truth but the voice of reason are sorely puzzled bythis account, and the

supposed difficulty of reconciling itwith what we know of God's providential dealings, just as ifthe preaching of the word were not the chief way in whichGod's providential purposes are carried out. They cannotunderstand that God's wrath is not a passionate feeling, but acalm and unchanging hatred, not of sinners, but of sin ; andthat His threats are in reality for those on whom they havetheir due effect only a call to repentance, and thus a revelationof His mercy. When God says " Thou shalt die," then turnfrom thy wickedness and plead the cross of Christ, and thoushalt live, and behold God's gracious countenance throughoutall eternity. But we have said enough of the pretensions of humanreason. This third chapter of the book of Jonah proves to allwho have ears to hear, in the most

striking and convincingmanner, that truth with which we began this meditation—that however weak and incapable we may be in ourselves, weare immediately filled with strength for every good work assoon as we approach it under the guidance of grace. St. Paul,writing to the Corinthians, says, "Ye come behind in no gift;waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shallalso confirm you unto the end that ye may be blameless in theday of our Lord Jesus Christ." He that would have love,hope, faith, meekness, lowliness, purity, sincerity, he whocovets the crown of holiness, and all manner of good works, hewho would fain be assured of his salvation, who would be fer-vent in his prayer, and God-fearing in his life, who longs for aheart that is honest and true, and void of guile; in

short, whoeverwould walk in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lordblameless, and would have his life bear the marks of a childand servant of God, let him renounce all thought of attainingthese things by his own strength. Release thy hold upon self,says God, and I will hold thee. He that believeth in the Sonof God hath everlasting life. He that has eternal life mustneeds have all the characteristic signs, marks, and aims of thislife. Jonah at first had tried to stand on his own feet, and be



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 56 wiser than God, and this obstinacy had landed him on theverge of ruin. But when he had come to have nothing, andknow nothing, but God and His word, he prospered so won-derfully, that within the entire compass of Scripture there isnothing to match the marvellous success of his preaching. Fora great city of God was brought to faith and repentance by asingle preaching, on which Jonah had been unable to meditatebeforehand, and by a single journey which the prophet had atfirst been reluctant to undertake. It certainly seems a hazardous step, and, as it were, a des-perate leap into the depth of hell, to give up all attempts atour own salvation, to cling to grace alone, and to be justifiedand saved as one of the wicked. But God's word and

Hispromise can never fail us, and the power of His grace cannotbe hindered. Happy is he who has given up, surrendered hisself, soul and body, to God's word, and has ceased to followhis own guidance. The power of God's word is the secret ofsuccess, and any man, though he be an outcast of hell, whotakes his stand upon God's word, and at His word lets downthe net, albeit in a deep place, where to the human reason thereseems to be no hope of taking anything, shall bring his shipto land, filled even unto sinking, with good works that aredone in God. The fishes have been given by God, not madeby man, and the successful draught is the Lord's doing, and nocause for any man to boast. And then, is it not God whokeeps the net from breaking 1 All things are of God. UntoGod and the Lamb

alone be all honour and praise both nowand in all eternity. Amen.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 57 VI. Sermon preached on the Fourth Chapter of the Bookof Jonah. We have learned from the last chapter that a man mustget on, and get on wonderfully well, so long as he submitshimself to the reign of grace ; for the power of God preparesthe way before him, and removes all difficulties, so that a weakand helpless man ma,y accomplish the good and perfect will ofGod in a manner that is well-pleasing unto Him. We havefurthermore heard that as soon as we have by the teaching ofthe Spirit come to believe that we are dead unto the law andfree from it, and that we are married to another, even to Himwho is raised from the dead, we straightway bring forth fruit,not, as formerly, unto death, but unto God, fruit according tothe law of the spirit of life. We

have heard that if we suffergrace to take us by the hand and guide us, we shall straightwayhave all the beautiful Christian virtues and good works, andthat fair smiling cluster of the fruits of the spirit, which arelove, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,meekness, temperance, which obey the prompting of an inward,not of an outward, law. But let us be careful to bear in mind that the fruit whichwe bring forth unto God, is the fruit of the spirit. " I will beas the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily : From me isthy fruit found." Such are the words spoken of God by theprophet Hosea (xiv., 6, 9.) For the fruit of the spirit certainlydoes not grow in the natural soil of our hearts. We pleaseGod, but we please Him only in the person of Christ. Wehave nothing that is not derived from our

fellowship withChrist. The fruit that we bring forth unto God is of Him, byHim, and to Him. God is our God and our shepherd, and weare His people and the sheep of His pasture. If we think,even after our conversion, that we can do anything of ourselves,we shall soon have to find out our mistake. Let us then knowourselves to be but men. While we are yet in the body wehave to be satisfied with the place that has been appointed us,we must be content to be " men," and give all the glory and



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 58 ascribe all the power to the grace of Jesus Christ. There is nopeace for him who seeks it by any other way. There is not apage of Scripture but is instinct with the truth, that Christ'srighteousness alone is accepted before God, and that ourunrighteousness only serves all the more to exalt and glorify therighteousness of Christ. The body is dead because of sin, butthe spirit is life because of righteousness. But if Christ be inus, the spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead shallquicken our mortal bodies according to the pleasure of Hiswill. But if, according to St. Paul's teaching, we are by thespirit made one with the law, and if the righteousness of faithis imputed unto us by God, how is it that human misery, ofwhich each one of us has his share, still remains,

when sin, thecause of that misery, has been taken away 1 This question isasked in turn by the fearful Christian and by the hardenedunbeliever. How does St. Paul answer this question 1 Doeshe shirk it by simply denying the existence of that misery 1Nay, rather he staunchly faces the difficulty, and triumphantlyanswers it. The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hesays, has made us free from the law of sin and death. Andthen he deals with the problem of human misery. " Who ishe that condemneth ? " he asks. " It is Christ that died, yearather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand ofGod, who also maketh intercession for us. For whom He didforeknow, He also did predestinate, to be conformed to theimage of His Son, that He might be the first-born among manybrethren." If He is the first-born,

He is also the heir, and weknow to our joy and our comfort that we are fellow-heirs withHim. Thus we have a claim to receive all we need from theriches of the treasures of His grace, and this should be a sourceof unfailing comfort to all those " who are waiting for theadoption, to wit, the redemption of the body." For those wholong for this redemption thereby acknowledge that they arebut men, and nothing more, but they acknowledge it as areason not for joy, but for sorrow, and therefore they hailwith gladness the comforting assurance of Scripture, that,though they are but men, yet they shall not be condemned asmen, but that the Lord will bear with them in all patience andlongsuffering, and shew them a Father's love and care. Maythe Lord shed abroad this comfort in our hearts, and strengthenour faith in

Him by the consideration of that portion of Hisholy Word which is contained in the fourth chapter of thebook of Jonah. 1  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 2 And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord,was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country 1 ThereforeI fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God,and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest theeof the evil.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 50 8 Therefore, now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me;for it is better for me to die than to live. 4  Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry ? 5  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of thecity, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, tillhe might see what would become of the city. 6  And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come upover Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver himfrom his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 7  But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day,and it smote the gourd that it withered. 8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepareda vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah,that he

fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better forme to die than to live. 9  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for thegourd ? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 10  Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for thewhich thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow ; which cameup in a night, and perished in a night: 11  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein aremore than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern betweentheir right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle ? We may briefly sum up the contents of this chapter asfollows : (1.) Jonah was displeased because God did not inflict thepunishment which He had told him to proclaim. (2.) Jonah seeks to justify his foolish anger before God,finds fault with God's mercy,

and asks God to take his lifefrom him. (3.) God asks him to consider whether he does well to beangry. (4.) Jonah pays no heed to God's words, and makes hima booth outside the city, in the hope that God may yet carryout his threat. (5.) God makes a gourd to spring up to be a shadow overJonah's head, and smites it the next day that it withers.Jonah shows his love of self in preferring that the gourd shouldremain for his own comfort, rather than that the Ninevitesshould be spared to the praise of God's mercy. (6.) The loss of the gourd so exasperates Jonah that hewishes for death a second time. (7.) In His great long-suffering God deigns to teach Jonahby the type of the gourd that Jonah has no real practicalknowledge of God's nature and doings, and is altogetherunlike God. 1/ " But it displeased Jonah

exceedingly and he wasvery angry." What displeased Jonah, and why was he angry ? For thisreason he was displeased exceedingly, and for this reason he



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 60 was very angry, because God repented of the evil that Hesaid that He would do unto the Ninevites, and did it not.How is this, Jonah ? Art thou a prophet of God, a messengerof peace, and art thou angry because God does not carry outHis threat ? Dost thou then esteem thine own preachingmore highly than the safety of a whole city 1—Yes, my dearfriends, this is what Jonah did. Who would have believed itif he did not find it written in the Bible 1 But by this weknow that the Bible is in reality God's Word—for it showsus God's saints as they really were, and not as our carnalimagination would paint them. For the natural man, whenhe is oppressed with a sense of his sin, thinks that if he wereonly like this or that saint he would be quite perfect, and knowfor certain that

God was pleased with him. Well, if we willonly be like the saints of God in being sinners, as they weresinners, then we shall also be like them as saints of God. Menshould look at God's holiness, and His grace, and not at thelaw and the holiness of the flesh. Jonah learned to confess ofhimself that he could not for a moment stand the test of God'slaw, although he was a prophet of God, and had beenthoroughly converted and saved from hell. " The law isspiritual, but I am carnal," that was the confession which hehad to make concerning himself. Yet we must beware of misjudging Jonah. He was not aman of diabolical egotism, who would rather have seen thedestruction of a great city of God than that his preachingshould seem to have been false. He was perplexed at God'sfailure to do that which. He had said He

would do. God hadinstructed him to preach unconditionally that after forty daysNineveh would be overthrown. God had pledged His word,and had not redeemed it. And thus he himself had beenmade to appear a liar. He had faithfully and obedientlydelivered his message, and now he thought that God hadfailed to keep faith with him, since He did not bring to passthat which He had told him to preach. This attitude of Godhe understood quite as little as Job understood God's dealingwith him. Of course Jonah should not have given way toindignation and wrath at the discovery that God had changedHis purpose. When a royal ambassador has delivered themessage entrusted to him, he should leave the rest to hismaster the king. But Jonah thought that if God through himhad denounced destruction and death against

the Ninevites,that which he had preached should also come to pass. Heentirely, or to a very great extent, failed to take into account theeffect that had been produced by his preaching, and which hadehanged the whole state of the case. He might have describedhimself, in the words of Agur, as the most foolish among men,and as one who had not the understanding of a man, or he



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 61 might have applied to himself God's words to Job : " Job hathspoken without knowledge, and his words were withoutwisdom." When he afterwards remembered his foolish anger,he may have exclaimed with Asaph : " I was as a beast beforeThee." For Jonah is a most striking illustration of our Lord'ssaying, that "out of the heart of man cometh forth foolishness."Not that this kind of foolishness was confined to Jonah. Havenot some of you, my Christian friends, felt as Jonah did whenGod did not overthrow the great city, and left His prophet tobe pointed at by men as a charlatan and an impostor. Humannature is always the same, and that is why what is said ofJonah applies to us as well as to him. It is a dreadful sin topresume to pronounce upon God's doings and ways.

That iswhat Jonah did, and that is what we cannot refrain from doing,whoever we may be, and whatever may have been our pastexperiences. This foolish tendency is deeply ingrained in ournature. Whatever we say and teach, must come true, and ifit is God's word that we are teaching, we would rather thatthe whole world should perish, than that that which we havebeen teaching out of God's Word should not come to pass. Inour holy zeal for God's Word we would turn everything upsidedown. If that which we look upon as good and fitting is notbrought about, we are displeased and angry.—Nor is this all.If God's ways do not happen to fall in with our notions offitness, we think that we have a perfect right to complain, andto fly into a passion with God, and would rather die and gohence than remain any longer upon

earth, where we can donothing, and our wisdom is quite thrown away. It was in thisspirit of peevish remonstrance that Jonah now began to pray. II. " And he prayed unto the Lord, and said : I prayThee, 0 Lord, was not this my saying while I was yetin my country 1 Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: FOR I KNEW THAT THOU ART A GRACIOUS GOD, AND MERCIFUL,SLOW TO ANGER, AND OF GREAT KINDNESS, AND REPENTEST Thee of the evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take, Ibeseech Thee, my life from me. For it is better for meto die than to live." Many a one would fain be a different man from what he is,simply in order that his relation to the law may be differentfrom what God wills that it should be. For God wills that weshould be devoid of all merit according to the law, and thatHis grace alone should

be the ground of our rejoicing, and thepower which enables us to do good works, for which the praiseis due to God, and not to us. So there are some who desirethat their prayer should be entirely their own, and would takecredit to themselves for the devoutness and fervency of their



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 62 prayers. But it is not God's will that our prayers should beof our own devising, and for this reason the Lord's Prayer hasbeen given us, in which we are told continually to pray thatour own name, kingdom, and will may be utterly brought tonought and abolished, in which we are also made to confessthat we cannot by our own strength even so much as obtaindaily bread for ourselves, that we can never trust ourselves inthe hour of temptation, and need to be delivered from it byGod, and that we are always in danger of giving ourselves upto the evil one, if the Lord's arm were not continually stretchedout to save us and protect us. Is-it not foolish of us to desire tomake our own prayers instead of being taught by God. Weought to know that all the prayers that we make

for ourselvesare worthless and blind. St. Paul truly says : " We know notwhat we should pray for as we ought." We have two prayersby Jonah. They both were the outgrowth of a troubled mind.The first prayer he made in the belly of the fish, and that wasa good prayer, because ho did not pray it of himself, but the HolyGhost taught it him word for word, and Jonah repeated itafter Him. And though Jonah did not even thoroughlyunderstand all he was saying, yet God heard him and answeredhis prayer. Here we have a second prayer, but it is a badprayer, of which it is true in a very different sense that Jonahknew not what he was saying. If God had answered thisprayer as He had answered the other, Jonah would have beenin a very evil plight, for in this last prayer he unwittinglyasked to be stripped of all the good

things that he had gainedby affliction, and he renounced the salvation of God which hadcome to him as the fruit of great tribulation. " I pray Thee,0 Lord," he said, " was not this my saying, when I was yet inmy country ? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish." Hisdeliverance from the belly of the fish has suddenly passed cleanout of his mind. He utterly fails to remember how God hascleansed him of his former sins. A peculiar way this, ofshewing his gratitude for his late deliverance. He is so farfrom being sorry for his recent disobedience, that he boldlyattempts to justify it before God. He was right, then, infleeing from the presence of the Lord, and in seeking to escapebeyond the seas. He is justified in his words which he spakebefore God, while he was yet in his country. He exhibitshimself as a forgetful hearer of

the Word, as a babe that needsto be fed with milk, as a little child that cannot yet bear solidfood, as a dull and sluggish disciple of the Holy Spirit, whothinks that God seeks to be glorified by His attributes of mercyand love, and not by justice, which nevertheless is the onlychannel through which God makes men to feel His love andHis mercy. In short, Jonah has been right and God has beenwrong. And now Jonah wants to be relieved of his post at



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 63 once, and to go straightway to heaven, for God has sent him ona fool's errand, and has made him take this journey and preachthis preaching to no purpose whatsoever. I wonder whether we who have, like Jonah, been mar-vellously delivered from great tribulation, and carried backfrom the gates of hell, shew a deeper sense of the debt we oweto God than he. Let us be thankful to God that He hascaused this truthful picture of one of His saints to be drawnfor us, in order that we may see how the best of men are inconstant need of His mercy. Let us ask Him to anoint oureyes with eye-salve, and to let us see ourselves as we are, andwe shall find that we are daily committing the sin for whichJonah was reproved. Let us ask God to make us heartilyashamed of our

obstinate unwillingness to confess ourselves inthe wrong; for, in this respect, we resemble naughty children,who always think they know better than their parents. Weare the slaves of every passing impression, and if things do notturn out according to our notions, we straightway begin tomurmur against God, and this murmuring is often a chiefingredient in what we call our prayer. We ask God why Hehas done this or that, and speak as if He owed us an accountof His doings. But we do not bear in mind His formermercies, we do not recall the great agony of body and soulin which we once found ourselves, we do not remember theanguish which wrung from us that piteous cry unto God, weforget the help which God sent us, and the vows that wemade unto Him. Our eyes have ceased to behold, and ourhearts

have ceased to care for, His marvellous dealings in thepast, and because we do not immediately get what we want,we are ready to give up life as a hopeless thing. It is betterfor me to die than to live. Perhaps we do not always meanwhat we say, but sometimes death seems to us preferable tothe decisions of God's providence, of which we understand solittle. We find Elijah giving expression to the same foolishwish, when he found that the glorious manifestation of God,and the slaying of the priests of Baal, did not hinder wickedJezebel from seeking his life,—although, shortly before, he hadbeen with the mighty force of conviction proclaiming, that"the Lord is God." III. But the Lord is wonderfully patient and long suffering, andHe does not disdain to answer the sinful and rebellious wordsof His erring servant. The

Lord is like a wise mother. Hedoes not inflict chastisement at once, and yet never departsfrom the strict rule of justice. The Lord said : " Doest thouwell to be angry ?" That was a question intended gently topoint Jonah back to the right path. This is how our great



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 64 God deals with His children. He might cast us away for everin His wrath, and impose on us an everlasting silence. Hedoth not deal with us after our sins, and remembereth that weare dust. He does not slay us because we do not understandHim, and He does not cast us away because we think we arejustified in finding fault with His dispensations. You knowthat God who said to Jonah : " Doest thou well to be angry ?"—He is the same of whom it is said that He took upon Himselfall our sins, and that He was made like unto His brethren inall things, that He might be a merciful and faithful HighPriest, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. Hedoes not disdain to listen even to the foolish utterances of Hispeople, and to their foolish prayers, and he

instructs thempatiently and with quiet dignity, which makes him who is thusconvinced of his folly feel as though he would like to sink intothe ground with shame. But man in his pettish waywardnesspays no heed to God's instruction, and it is only after a longtime that his sou) is opened to the conviction that right andjustice are always on God's side, and that it is man who isalways hopelessly in the wrong. Jonah did not take God's remonstrance to heart. For hethought that he had a right to be angry. Till then he hadbeen satisfied with the effect of his preaching. He had beenpleased with the appearance of the city, where all, from theking on his throne to the beggar in the street, were sitting insackcloth and ashes, and contrition and broken-hearted repent-ance had filled the souls of all. The word of the prophet

hadwrought a marvellous and a mighty work. But now theprophet's satisfaction had come to a sudden end, for that whichhe had said about the overthrow of the city, was not fulfilled,and the event had given the lie to his preaching. Yes, he issure he has a right to be angry. And without attending toGod's gentle reproof, he leaves the city. IV." So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east SIDE OF THE CITY, AND THERE MADE HIM A BOOTH, AND SATUNDER IT IN THE SHADOW, TILL HE MIGHT SEE WHAT WOULDBECOME OF THE CITY." It seems incredible that Jonah's heart should have been sohardened, and that he should have paid so little attention to thevoice of the Lord and the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Andyet so we read. God has said : " I will take away the stonyheart out of your

flesh, and give you a heart of flesh," andbecause God has said so we must believe that that change hasbeen wrought in us. The Lord has said it, and therefore webelieve that in the bosom of His elect there beats a soft heart,a merciful and compassionate heart, that is full of love to our



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 65 fellow-men. Yet we who think we stand should take heedlest we fall, and remember that in ourselves we still retain theold stony, unmerciful, unloving heart. It was a cruel thing ofJonah to sit down and deliberately nurse a hope, that after all,the city might yet be overthrown, and that all the mightycrying of the people of Nineveh, and of their poor littlechildren, and of their cattle, might have profited them nothing.In his sullenness he did not at first heed the scorching rays ofthe sun. Because God's wrath had not waxed hot againstNineveh to destroy it, Jonah had made up his mind that hewould either himself perish by the heat of the sun, or see Godoverthrow the city. But when the heat became too great forhim to bear, he made him a booth, and sat under it in

theshadow. There he is partly sheltered from the burning raysof the sun, and goes on waiting for the overthrow of Nineveh,which he had predicted. The feeling which at that time agitated the soul of Jonah,is not altogether unknown to some of us. We sometimes haveoccasion to denounce God's wrath against hardened sinners ;and then we are apt to lose sight of God's purpose in pro-nouncing those threats, and expect things to come aboutexactly in accordance with our predictions, and desire to rootup the wheat with the tares. There Jonah is sitting and anxiously waiting for fire tocome down from heaven and consume the city. Does it notseem as if a demon had taken possession of him ? How veryunlike God he has become ! How completely he answers St.Paul's description : " Though I have all faith, so

that I couldremove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing." Justeonceive a man, himself a sinner, who knew that no one canreceive anything, except it be given him from above, a man towhom so much had been forgiven, gazing upon that mightycity, as it humbled itself in sackcloth and ashes, and yet notfeeling moved with compassion towards so many thousands ofmiserable men, but rather impatiently waiting to see the wholecity consumed by fire ! Do not the philanthropists of thepresent day rise up against him, and condemn him ? What apity that these very philanthropists would rather see wholecities and kingdoms brought to the brink of ruin, than giveup one of their pet theories. But to those who feel sad anddiscouraged because they find no love in their hearts, Jonah'scase may serve as a

comforting assurance, that they may knowthat men of God are still men, and that they may cease toexpect to have any love which is not given them by God.For the love of believers is in Christ Jesus, it is quickened bythe will of God, and its springs are supplied by the Spirit.Without God all the love which they themselves may possess,must come to nought. For without God their love cannot E



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 86 work that which is good, without Him all our good deeds areevil deeds, and our mercy is cruelty. And yet we must admit that Jonah's position was notwithout difficulty. For might it not be said that if God didnot fulfil the word that Jonah had preached, that word wasnot God's word, and he was no man of God, God was not withhim, his whole life was a mistake, and he himself was still inhis sins. He might with great show of reason argue that hehad been mistaken when he thought that he had the rightfaith, that his whole life had been built up upon a mereillusory imagination of his own brain, that God was against himand for the Mnevites, and that he himself was not yet saved,but still lay bound in the darkness of sin and doubt. Thus man is constantly deceiving

himself in the face of theplainest lessons of experience, and because he is not careful tobear in mind all that lies between the beginning and the end, thestarting-point and the goal, of his spiritual life, he is oftentempted to doubt God and his own past, or to condemn thespiritual condition and the God of his brother. He standsperplexed unless God orders all things exactly as he thinksthey should be ordered. V. But the great Father of the household well knows thepeculiarities of His children, and the best way of training themto habits of self-distrust, and of making them acknowledge thewisdom of all His ways, and feel heartily ashamed of theirfoolish criticism, and confess that as He alone is all powerful,so He alone is a "wonderful Counsellor," and the fountain-head of all wisdom. The booth which Jonah had

put up forhimself hardly afforded sufficient protection against the verticalrays of the sun, and the more intolerable the heat grew, andthe more his hope waned of seeing Nineveh overthrown, themore sullen and angry Jonah must have become. Then " TheLord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come upover Jonah that it might be a shadow over his head, todeliver him from his grief. so jonah was exceedingglad OF the gourd." God, the Creator of heaven and earth,could easily make a green thing to spring up where nothinggrew before, and so He spread over His child the shade of agourd. And this gourd gave great joy to Jonah. Now hewas more satisfactorily sheltered from the heat, and his temperbrightened up a little, and he could afford to wait with a littlemore patience for the overthrow of the city.

The Father hasgiven His child a little toy to make it forget its pain for ashort time. . The more immediate delight at seeing thegourd spring up may have made Jonah for a momentforget all about Nineveh, his zeal for God's word and



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 67 truth may have slightly cooled down for a season, when hefelt the delicious coolness of the shady creeper. So he liesdown to rest in a more contented and a more placid frame ofmind. But the Lord, who had prepared a fish to save himfrom the consequences of his perverse ohstinacy, who had pre-pared the gourd that Jonah might know from his own ex-perience how grateful it is to a man to be delivered from theevil, now " Prepared a worm when the morning rose the NEXT DAY, AND IT SMOTE THE GOURD THAT IT WITHERED." Jonah's complacent delight had suddenly come to an abrupttermination, and once more he was helplessly exposed to themerciless rays of the sun. But even that was not the worst.Stroke follows upon stroke. Not only is his

booth spoiled, thegourd withered, not only has his shady arbour ceased to affordhim any protection, but " It came to pass when the sun DID ARISE, THAT GOD PREPARED A VEHEMENT EAST WIND, ANDTHE SUN BEAT UPON THE HEAD OF JONAH, THAT HE FAINTED." Did God take any pleasure in doing this 1 Ah no, it nevergives our Father pleasure to vex and trouble his children.Only we want to be not ministers, but masters, of the word.It seems sometimes as though the Lord dealt very cruelly andharshly with us. Hardly has he given us some good andpleasant thing to enjoy, when suddenly a vehement east windblows upon it, and God's promise that the sun should not smiteus by day, nor the moon by night, seems to fail. But is thefault God's or ours 1 Is it His fault that we have to

complain,"He hath inclosed my way with hewn stone; He hath mademy paths crooked. He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, asa lion in secret places. He hath turned aside my ways, andpulled me to pieces; He hath made me desolate 1" (Lam.iii. 9—11.) Whereunto doth it serve, this sudden overthrowof all our joys, the vehement east wind, and the beating andsmiting of the sun ? In all these things the Lord is carryingout His faithful and loving purpose to teach us that He aloneis all in all and that we are nothing, though we be prophets,men of God, or the most saintly among the saints. Let uslook within, dear friends. In Christ Jesus is life, and in Himdo we bear fruit; and according to God's law all our strength,thoughts, purposes, and works must flow from Him alone.But all we the rest, whatever may be

our capacities, talents,and attainments, can do nothing of ourselves but expose ourfolly by the most perverse and unreasonable actions, and thatis what all our aspirations, apart from Christ, must come to.This fact is sufficiently patent to all whose eyes are not blindedby spiritual pride, but we should be more ready to admit it.Of course we all have a due respect for God's word, but practi-cally we only care for the dictates of our own spurious wisdom,and our own vanity, and do not greatly trouble ourselves



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet to about the rest. But God will not suffer us to do this quietly ;He shakes us out of our sleep, and by His wise and wonderfuldispensations forces us to confess that He alone is great, wise,and holy ; that He is the righteous governor and king of allthe earth, and that salvation and eternal life are of Him alone,that no flesh may glory in His presence. This is God's pur-pose in sending us the vehement east wind, and in making thesun continually to beat upon our heads, so that we faint. VI. Do we understand this purpose of God at the time of our tri-bulation? Nay rather, at the time, it is as dark to us as it was toJonah. " He wished within himself to die, and said : it isbetter for me to die than to live." Was that patient sub-mission to the chastisement of the Lord, or meek

resignationto the punishing hand of God 1 Certainly not. Hypocritesindeed are so exhaustively furnished with all the virtues, thatit is impossible to detect any flaw in them. But sincerechildren of God give themselves as they are, they do not feign tohave any virtue which they do not really possess. They exhibitthemselves not as models of virtue, but as weak, sinful men.Jonah knows of no patience under affliction. Now that thegourd is gone, he wishes himself dead, and when God tries tobring him to reason with the question, "Doest thou well to beangry FOR the gourd V' he answers in a tone which shows thathe is no more amenable to rational conviction : " I do well to beangry, even unto death." Now these words are not intendedto countenance those foolish persons, who, whenever they arecrossed in any of

their worldly aspirations, thoughtlessly givevent to their vexation by saying that they " wish they weredead," but are for the comfort of vexed and afflicted souls, thatthey may understand the unreasonableness of insisting uponour own carnal aspirations, and that they may see that eventhose dispensations which are so painful and hard to bear, thateven death seems sweet in comparison, are sent by a faithfuland loving Father, and work together for their good. Theyshould remember that it is only their own ignorance which makesthem look to death as a relief from their troubles, because theydo not comprehend God's ways. For this reason a man shouldindeed humble himself before God, on account of his sin, andhis disloyal thoughts, but yet he should not, on the otherhand, despair of salvation. In the end he

will come to feelheartily ashamed that he knew so little of God's ways, andthat he was not satisfied with them, but in his wicked follyundertook to improve on them. And yet at the last his soulwill be filled with gladness, and his mouth with laughter, andhe will rejoice that the Lord Himself stood at the helm, and that



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 69 it was his Father, who carried him in His bosom, as the shepherdcarries the tender lamb. VII. For such was God's way with Jonah. He said, " Thou HAST PITY ON THE GOURD, FOR THE WHICH THOU HAST NOTLABOURED NOR MADEST IT GROW j WHICH CAME UP IN ANIGHT, AND PERISHED IN A NIGHT J AND SHOULD NOT ISPARE NlNHVEH, THAT GREAT CITY, WHEREIN ARE MORE THANSIX SCORE THOUSAND PERSONS THAT CANNOT DISCERN BE-TWEEN THEIR RIGHT HAND AND THEIR LEFT HAND, ANDALSO MUCH CATTLE?" These words are so clear that any child can understandthem. A man of God, thoroughly furnished unto all goodworks, has pity upon a gourd which he has neither planted norcaused to grow, which

came up in a night, and perished in anight, but he has no pity upon so great a city of God asNineveh. If Nineveh had perished, he would have praisedGod; the gourd withers, and he is angry even unto death. Hewould have gladly seen the fire of God's wrath coming downupon the Ninevites—but himself cannot bear the heat of thesun. The word which God has spoken through him of theoverthrow of Nineveh, he demands shall be strictly fulfilled;but the question whether such an event would justify God'slove, or whether the message was not rather intended for thesalvation of so many of his fellow sinners, never crosses hismind. Though he be a prophet of the Lord, yet his heart isclearly void of love to God, and of love to his neighbour. TheLord appeals to his sense of shame by reminding him of his wantof

consideration for others, even for the innocent children, andthe poor cattle, whom he would gladly have doomed to des-truction, only that his own love of self might be gratified, andthat his credit as a prophet might remain unshaken. Aprophet has more pity upon a gourd than upon a great city. And with this question of the Lord, intended to point outto Jonah the error of his way, the book conoludes. It does notrecord Jonah's answer, or the further events of his life. Itdoes not tell us what became either of him or of Nineveh." And also much cattle,"—with these words the book closes. In it the Holy Ghost teaches us, that only in Christ Jesusis a man accounted righteous before God. In Him alone doesGod justify a sinful man, and lead him by the hand of gracealong the path of God's commandments. In Him alone

a sin-ful man is holy, for the power of grace makes the most difficultthings easy for him, and clears away all obstacles. But it is arough path, and one that leads through the valley of theshadow of death, by which men are brought to the knowledgeof God's salvation. God takes them by the hand against their



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 70 will, and gives them a heart to love His good and perfect will.All these things are the fruit and work of the Holy Spirit,and against such as are led by the Spirit, there is no law.And yet all the time they remain poor, weak, ignorant, men,and have no right understanding of God's word and ways, andtherefore, in themselves they have nothing which could standthe severe test of God's law. If things do not run on assmoothly as they imagined, they stand confounded and per-plexed, and fancy they have a right to be angry, and that Godis not doing the right thing by them, and in their foolish augerthey are ready to despair of everything, and to throw up the hopeof everlasting salvation. It is only visible things that have areally firm grasp on a man's affections, and if his outward

cir-cumstances are good, he cares nothing for God or men. Butthe Lord does not suffer His children to continue in thisperverse way of thinking, and like a loving Father, gentlyteaches them the error of their position. Thus He makes themfeel more and more ashamed of their self-willed choice, and oftheir foolish aims, so that at last they are forced to confess," God alone is wise and good, He alone has the knowledge ofgood and evil, and I am not as God." In conclusion, let me remind you what a good thing it isthat we men, though we be prophets and men of God, do nothold the sceptre of the world, and do not possess God's al-mighty power. For if we did, we should long agohaveruinedtheChurch and the world, and one child of God would have beencompassingthedestructionofthe other. Let us thank God, that

itis He who rules in infinite wisdom over Jews and barbarians,the pure and the impure, honest men and publicans, saints andsinners, and deals with each one of us according to His wisdomand good pleasure. Both Jonah and Job came to doubt the wisdom of theirKing, because they did not understand that a loyal soldiermust never suspect the good faith of his commander, andmust be ready to rush in where the bullets fall thickest, eventhough he cannot perceive the necessity of such a movement,simply because his commander has ordered it. Surely, God'sways are too deep and wonderful for us; we cannot understandthem. There is only One who knew them, understood them,and followed them with unquestioning obedience, although Godled Him along paths of sorrow and anguish, such as man hadnever

walked on earth before—and His name is Jesus. Praisebe unto God through Him, that, while we exclaim, " 0 wretchedman that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of thisdeath 1"—we yet need not blench at the thought of the judg-ment to come. The saints of this world will find that their system of works,and of a self-made virtue and holiness, is not the key which



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 71 will fit the story of the prophet Jonah. But the saints of Godas they read the story of Jonah's human weakness, recognisetheir own features, and rejoice in God's comforting assurancethat though they are men, yet He will be their God. Thoseof you who belong to this latter class, may well rejoice becauseof the unspeakable patience and longsuffering of His love, withwhich He is continually teaching and correcting us. If weknow what it is to be merciful, we possess that knowledge inand through Christ. Apart from Him, we could have no pityeven upon the brute beasts that perish, much less upon ourbrethren who have immortal souls like ourselves. In Hispresence let no flesh glory. He that glorieth, let him glory inthe Lord. To Him alone belongs righteousness, and

wisdom,and strength. He alone is full of faithfulness, and love, andkindness, towards the lost. He will make us carry out Hiscounsel so that His name alone shall be glorified thereby. Atthe last, it will be ours to feel ashamed, and to marvel at Hismercy and goodness. Amen.



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 72 CONCLUDING SERMON. We have finished our consideration of the story of Jonah.We will not bid farewell to the prophet, without retracing thechief features of the lesson which he has to teach us. I im-plore you to take heed to yourselves, and not to suffer the birdsof the air, that is, the Evil One, to catch away that which thesemeditations have sown in your hearts, or if the seed be sprungup, take care lest the heat of the sun scorch it, or lest it bechoked by the desire of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and thepride of life, and by the cares of this world, and the pursuit ofearthly vanities. There is so much in your hearts that is notgood ground for the seed of the word. You must realise thesethings in your own individual experience. The words of Godare like the

waves of the sea, they beat upon our heart innever-ending succession, and try to carry away all the im-purities of the flesh, till at last a man is thoroughly convincedof his own abandoned condition, and of the righteousness ofGod, and firmly lays hold upon the strength of the Lord, andflees for refuge to the righteousness of God. How humiliating God's last words must have sounded toJonah, " And also much cattle." Those words must have con-tinued to ring in his ears for a long time after they had beenspoken, and must have proved the death sentence of all hisarrogance. The brute beasts were of more account in God'ssight than Jonah, and his foolish wish. May these words con-tinue to ring in our ears also. Thou shalt be unable to openthy mouth for very shame and confusion, in the day that Ishall

forgive thee all these things. Such are the terms ofGod's covenant with His people. God is glorious in all Hisworks, and is the Maker of the brute beasts as well as of men.He hears the young ravens which cry to Him, as surely as Hehears the cry of the young children. God in His goodness hascreated all things for the sake of man, not only the beasts, butalso the angels, the strong spirits which surround His throne.But when man presumptuously rises in rebellion against God,God puts no difference between him and the cattle, nay Heeven places the cattle above him. Jonah has, at last, understood God's meaning, with all thereadiness of a guilty conscience. And that is the reason why hedoes not add a single syllable. When any one feels himself



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 73 guilty in the presence of God, when he is forced to confess," Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evilin Thy sight, that Thou mightest be justified when Thouspeakest, and be clear when Thou judgest,"—when he hascome to this, he is full ready to let God have the last word, toshroud himself in silence, and to kneel down, and worship, andbelieve. This is now the third time that Jonah stood beforethe Lord, and had to own that he himself was utterly weakand helpless, and that the Lord alone was wise and holy.Why had he not perished from the way, when he fled beforeGod 1 Why did God prepare a fish, and let him pray andbelieve in the belly of the fish, and be vomited forth upon thedry land 1 Why did God not call him to account for

hisanger and weariness of life, and why did he not perish whenhe had heard the last words of God 1 I will tell you thereason. It is surely not sufficient for us to know that thesaints were men like unto us, but we should also learn howwe, although we are men, can yet be righteous and holy in thesight of God. I will tell you the reason, not only that youmay know it, but that you may be built up on the samefoundation. May God grant unto you grace to apply toyourselves the story of Jonah, and to obtain from it a blessingthat shall last you in all eternity. Text—"For as Jonas was three days and threenights in the whale's belly, so shall the son of manbe three days and three nights in the heart of theEARTH."—Matth. xii. 40. These words were spoken by our Lord under the followingcircumstances. Some of the

Scribes and Pharisees had clearlybeen touched by the sayings of our Lord in vv. 35—37, andfelt that He must be the Christ. But they did not wish tosubmit themselves to the words of Jesus, of which they couldnot help feeling the power and the truth. Now the heart ofman is very cunning in devising pretexts for not obeying adisagreeable command, and always ready to doubt theauthority of an unpleasant ordinance, especially where it claimsto be received upon the bare word of him who delivers it.And so the Pharisees come to Jesus, and in an insinuatingtone of voice, as if they were anxious to accept His words, if theycould only satisfy themselves as to the Divine authority ofHim who uttered them, they say to Him, " Master, we wouldsee a sign from Thee." If Jesus had granted their wish, theywould

have continued in their unbelief all the same. Forthey had just been told of a wonderful miracle. There hadbeen brought unto Jesus one possessed with a devil, blind, anddumb; and He had healed him, insomuch that the blind anddumb both spake and saw. When the Pharisees heard this,they had said in scornful disdain of the people who were



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 74 amazed at it, and in scornful rejection of the Lord, " Thisfellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub, the princeof the devils." But still there were some among the Phariseeswho thought that if they saw some one of His miracles withtheir own eyes, they would be better able to judge whetherHis signs, and therefore, also the doctrine which He taught,were really of God, and then they might decide whether theyshould recognise Him as the Messiah or not. Their real pur-pose was to set aside the power of the word. They overlookedand despised the mightiest of all signs, that is to say, thedemeanour of our Lord, which so well agreed with the word ofthe prophet, " He shall not strive nor cry, neither shall anyman hear His voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall

Henot break, and smoking flax shall He not quench, till He sendforth judgment unto victory." There was no hunger afterrighteousness, no sorrow of heart, in those Pharisees. Theywere righteous, they were saints, they were the elect of Godin their own eyes, their salvation was certain; they were notlike a bruised reed, or smoking flax, and therefore, they couldnot receive the word of life. They thought they were noblerand more righteous than Jesus, and that they were nearerheaven than He. They could see nothing uncommon in Him.The promise of righteousnes was foolishness to them; they didnot want it. The Lord saw through them, and therefore He said, " Anevil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign ; and thereshall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophetJonah." The Lord calls the

Pharisees evil, because in thepride of their self-righteousness they laid all manner of heavyburdens, all manner of galling obligations on men, which re-sulted in a still greater alienation from God, and adulterous,because, while professing to love the Lord their God, and toworship none but Him, they secretly went a whoring aftertheir own covetous and lascivious desires and lusts. The signwhich should be given unto them, would be of such a naturethat they could never deny it, and such as would rise up injudgment against them, because it was to be wrought not bythe Lord Himself, but by God the Father, and because thoughit was the only possible source of salvation, they neverthelesswould reject it. We may suppose that Jonah told the Ninevites, that he hadspent three days and three nights in the belly of

the fish, andhad been vomited out upon the dry land, or perhaps the reportwent before him, and had spread throughout the city beforehis arrival in Nineveh, and the effect of his preaching wasgreatly intensified by the wonderful antecedents of the preacherwho told them that after forty days Nineveh should be over-thrown. Jonah himself was a sign unto the Ninevites, and



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 75 went a long way to accredit his preaching. In the same wayit was to be preached of Christ Himself, that He had beenthree days and three nights in the earth, but Israel and the Phari-sees would not believe the message. This sign should be givenunto them, in order that they might have no excuse, for itwould be the sign of His having been offered up for the salva-tion of those that were lost, and it would condemn them,because in their presumptuous pride they did not reckonthemselves among those who needed salvation. This is what our Lord meant by the words, " As Jonas wasthree days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall theSon of man be three days and three nights in the heart of theearth." We see that Jesus had read the story of Jonahand

applied it to Himself. And though He is here onlyspeaking by comparison, yet the words " the Son of man " and" the heart of the earth " clearly point to a deeper and moresolemn meaning. They were intended to be a source of consolation to God'sChurch, and to serve to warn us, that the story of Jonah aswell as our Lord's sayings, admit of an interpretation otherthan that which lies on the surface. Whenever Jesus predicted the sufferings that should comeupon Him, He referred back to the Old Testament propheciesconcerning His passion. In the accomplishment of the workwhich the Father had sent Him to do, He sought and foundstrength and comfort in the writings of the prophets. He wasconscious of being, not only the Son of God, but also the Sonof man. As Son of man, He read the story of Jonah,

andapplied it to Himself, and drew from it much strength andconsolation. He felt Himself as the second Adam, who hadtaken upon Himself all the sins, the guilt, and the punishmentof the first Adam, and bore them in the body of His flesh asthe Head of God's elect among mankind. Although He was arighteous man, righteous in spirit, and perfectly willing to dothe Father's will, yet He felt Himself tempted more keenly thanHis brethren, as one that was come in the flesh. So He was notonly exposed to the bitter enmity of the devil and death, butHe also felt in His own members the opposition of the flesh tothe law of God. And He Himself was without sin, yet Hewas for sin shaped in the likeness of sinful flesh, and in thisHis flesh the old Adam had to be struggled with and utterlydestroyed. For St. Paul tells us, in

the 8th chapter of hisEpistle to the Eomans, that God, for sin, condemned sin in theflesh, that is, in the flesh of Christ. This struggle of the fleshagainst the will of God caused our Lord many an hour ofagony and sadness. The alienation of Adam, and of all flesh,from God, lay upon Him with its whole weight, and in all itsfearful effects. David had a foretaste of the anguish that was



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 7C to thrill the heart of the Son of David, when he says, " Letnot them that wait on Thee be ashamed for my sake, 0 LordGod of hosts ; let not those that seek Thee be confounded formy sake, 0 God of Israel. I wept, and there was no helper.0 God, Thou knowest my foolishness, and my sins are not hidfrom me."—(Ps. lxix.) Innumerable evils have compassedme round about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon me sothat I am not able to look up ; they are more than the hairsof mine head.—(Ps. xl.) All this indicates a mighty oppositionof His flesh to the will of God. For we cannot understand thewords of actual foolishness, sins, and iniquities, but must referthem to the mighty struggle, that was constantly going on inthe flesh which He had taken upon Himself for us,

against HisFather's will, which His spirit was so ready to accomplish.This struggle is described in the Epistle to the Hebrews, whenit is said that it behoved our Lord to be made like unto Hisbrethren in all things, that He might be a merciful and faith-ful High Priest, that He was in all points tempted like as weare, and that in the days of His flesh, He offered up prayersand supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto Him thatwas able to save Him from death, and though he were a Son,yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.This is borne out by the evidence of the Gospels. For therewe are told that the Lord very frequently went apart to pray,and that He thus spent many a cold night in mountainsolitudes. There we also have an account of His bitter agonyin the garden of Gethsemane, and of

the three fearful hoursupon the cross. In this struggle and fearful agony, which our Lord sufferedin His soul, while He was in the body, in the course of thisopposition of the flesh to the will of the Father, in the midstof the mighty temptations which He had to encounter for oursakes, in the midst of all these hard wrestlings—can we wonderthat He, the Uncreated Word, who was wont to look to thewritten word for strength and consolation, sought and foundsuch strength and consolation in the book of Jonah, as well asin other portions of God's word ? How quickly must He, whowas anointed above His fellows with the Spirit of God, havediscovered, that it is the nature of the flesh to strive againstthe law of God. He must have said within Himself : Thisstruggle I must face for the sake of my brethren; the fleshmust

perish, it must be blotted out from the face of the earth,it must be hidden away in the heart of the earth, and becomedust and ashes. Three days and three nights I must remainin the heart of the earth, just as Jonah spent three days andthree nights in the belly of the fish, but on the third day Ishall rise again. I must die in the flesh, and be quickened inthe spirit. But even My flesh shall not see corruption j on



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 77 the third day it shall come forth from the earth an immortaland incorruptible body, and thus, in the mortified body of myflesh, I shall have destroyed him who has the power of death,and I shall have put an end to the rule of sin in the flesh forall my brethren. That the matter is even so, my dear friends, must beevident to every one who loves the truth, and is content thathis flesh, and his conversation in the flesh, should perish, andthat his spirit should be quickened in Christ. This is also the reason why Jonah was delivered threetimes, twice from the righteous indignation of God, and onceout of the belly of the fish. The fact that the flesh lusts alway contrary to the spirit,is due to our natural enmity against God, and to our dis-obedience and unbelief, and we know that

by nothing do weincur God's wrath so much as by this opposition to His holywill which is the only source of our salvation. Jonah yieldedto the flesh, and we all are, like him, constantly giving way tocarnal influences. Like him, we should all have been con-sumed long since by God's fiery wrath, if the cause of God'sforbearance and of our deliverance did not lie outside ourselves.In Christ the opposition of the flesh to the Spirit did not flowfrom the common source of enmity towards God, inasmuch asHe was the Holy One of God, but He has nevertheless deeplyfelt the actual struggle in His flesh against the will of God,and that on our behalf. But He alone did not yield to thewill of the flesh, He remained obedient to the will of theFather unto death, even the death of the cross. So the Apostletells us that He was

tempted in all points like as we are, yetwithout sin. For though in the Psalms He is made to com-plain of the opposition of the flesh as His sin, guilt, andfoolishness, yet all this was not really His own, but was thesin, guilt, and foolishness, of our flesh, which were laid uponHim while He for us was in the flesh. But by the EternalSpirit He refused to yield to the flesh in a single point, andcarried off the victory over it, and gave over His flesh untodeath, and wrath, and condemnation, simply in order to deliverhuman flesh from these things. Thus He has rescued allthings from corruption, and brought them back to God, andby His righteousness has satisfied God's justice and reconciledus with God, and by His righteousness we are accepted in thesight of God. This is the foundation on which Jonah stood, as surely ashe

knew and believed the promise of a Saviour, and as surelyas, according to St. Peter, the Spirit of Christ was in him. Ifwe try Jonah by the holy law of God, which a man cannottransgress without forfeiting the life of his soul, we must saythat he was lost, just as we all are condemned by this holy law



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 78 of God. For when first told to go to Nineveh, he was dis-obedient, and when he had gone there, he openly and foolishlymurmured against God and His holy will. All these sins thedevil could fairly plead against him in the presence of God,and allege as reasons why he should not partake of everlastinghappiness. For how can a disobedient and an unmerciful man,and one that has foolishly murmured against God's counsel,dwell with a holy and wise God, and how would it be in har-mony with God's holiness to have anything further to do withsuch a man ? God is love, and He asks no more than He finds, and Him-self supplies that which He does not find. But, on the otherhand, He is also just, and as such must punish the inwardrebellion, the revolt of the carnal self

against His will whichalone is good and holy, and against His word and command-ment, with everlasting death. We are most seriously concerned about our more flagrantoutward sins, those sins which are so manifest that theycannot be denied, and which most strikingly convince us ofour sinful state; but we do not remember that the mostfearful of our sins and the root of all our other sins is just thisconstant enmity against God's word and will. The origin andconsequences of this most clearly appeared in the case of ourfirst parents in Paradise. How God must punish, and sometimes has actuallypunished, this sin which we all have sinned in Adam, we seein the account of the deluge, of the sedition of Korah, andabove all, of the destruction of Jerusalem. This sin, from whichnone of us is void, was also Jonah's

sin. Why then did Godnot slay him, and why has He not slain us that even now arecommitting this very sin ? Jonah had a surety for his debt, a merciful High Priest,who had been tempted in all points like as he was, the promisedMessiah, and He has abolished, slain, and destroyed, forJonah, as well as for us, the effects of sin in the flesh in thebody of His flesh, and covered Jonah with His righteousness.He remembered that Jonah was dust and ashes, and dealt notwith him after his sins, but had mercy on him with an ever-lasting mercy. Through Him Jonah was three times deliveredfrom God's wrath. Moreover, for the sake of the Anointed One, Jonah, too,was anointed with the Holy Ghost, so that in spite of hisfoolish waywardness, he was still led and guided in God'sways and commandments by the Spirit of

God. By thisSpirit Jonah was moved to deny himself, and to sacrifice hisown safety to that of his fellow-men, when he saw the marinersin great fear and danger for his sake, and suffered himself to becast forth into the sea. By this Spirit he was strengthened



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet 79 not to deny his faith, when his sin was found out hy themariners, but boldly to confess his Lord before the heathen,saying, "I am an Hebrew, and fear the Lord, the God ofheaven." By this Spirit he preserved this faith even in thebelly of the fish, and was encouraged with a believer's stead-fastness to speak in the midst of the darkness, " Yet will Ilook again upon the temple of Thy holiness." By this Spirithe was obedient to the word of God, when it came unto himthe second time, and by his preaching changed a city of hellinto a city of the Lord. By this Spirit he held fast to theLord, even in the midst of his angry disappointment; andsought to the Lord, and fell down at the feet of the Lord, whomhe did not understand. Even then he showed himself as hewas, and did not

lie unto the Lord like Cain, but bore himself,like a naughty child indeed, but yet like a child that is sure of itsinheritance. And, finally, by this Spirit he was silent at thelast rebuke of the Lord, and opened not his mouth, and hissilence was an eloquent confession, "I am not as Thou art;there is no God like unto Thee; my flower is cast off, but Thyword abideth for ever." My dear Friends ! St. Paul thus solemnly addresses theColossian Christians, " Christ in you is the hope of glory,Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching everyman in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect inChrist Jesus." It has been my endeavour and my earnestprayer, to do something towards presenting every one of youperfect in Christ by putting before you the story of theprophet Jonah. May the seed have fallen into good

groundin many hearts. Indeed, there is salvation in no other,neither is any other name under heaven given among menwhereby we must be saved than the name of Jesus. Andthere is really no other perfection than the perfection weattain in Christ. The existence of suffering and death, and ofthe fearful enmity of the flesh against the salvation of God isan undeniable fact. And so there is one thing needful—thatout of this suffering and death, and the revolt of the flesh, anda nature entirely alienated from God, a new man should beevolved, that we should be quickened, created anew, reconciled,and presented before God, holy and blameless. Thus are wesaved and brought to God, the God of the fulness of salvation,and miserable sinners once more behold the face of God, fromwhom they had fallen away, and

live for ever before Him inthe contemplation of His glory and the enjoyment of ever-lasting happiness. This happy consummation all the com-mands of the law, and all the works of the flesh are unable to



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet so procure for us. For such outward works do not touch ourinward alienation from God, nor do they abolish that hypo-critical tendency of our nature, which remains as a fatal taint inthe very best that we can do. So we saw that the mariners calledupon God, and offered sacrifices, and made vows, but all thiswas a preparation for the murder of their brother. Let ustherefore turn to Christ, and cling to Him with unwaveringconfidence, and then we shall be safely carried through alldifficulties, and attain to perfection in spite of our own imper-fection. We shall abound in good works even while we aresinning, as Jonah still had love and was capable of a wonderfulact of self-sacrifice while he was fleeing from the presence ofGod, and still had hope though he lay in the belly of the

fish,and even when he had been vomited out, still remained un-shaken in his faith. For though he does not understand God'sdealings, yet in his heart, faith, love and hope struggle with hisvain and foolish imaginations, until he is enlightened andsatisfied of the justice of God's decision concerning Nineveh,and as soon as he has had his doubts cleared away his faith inGod shines out once more in unclouded brightness, and thewayward child once more turns to his Father in trustful love,and is once more fed with the milk of His goodness, andsatisfied with the honey of His love. This precious story of the prophet Jonah is very full ofcomfort for all afflicted Christians who come to the Lord andsay : If I am really holy, as Thou hast said that I am, why isthere such a mighty conflict raging within me, such a fiercestruggle

between two opposing forces, that hardly suffers me toenjoy a single moment of peace and happiness, and why do Ifeel tempted to exclaim: " Put an end to this struggle or letme die ?" All these are comforted by God's assurance: Mygrace is sufficient for thee; thou art nevertheless holy and dostcontinue holy in mine eyes, and walkest in my ways; for Imyself guide thee." In the end all the saints of God willconfess that " It has all been God's work : Thanks be untoGod through Jesus Christ my Lord."—And these saints, whoin themselves are nothing but miserable sinners, may takeheart and be comforted when they read the story of Jonah,and especially the last chapter. For the story of our lives isbriefly the same as his : We do not understand the Lord, andare filled with anger and indignation, even unto death. Butthe

Lord's goodness and faithful mercy is constantly con-straining us to fall down on our knees and keep silence. Hedoes so for the sake of His dear Son, who in His own self bareour sins in His body on the tree, that we being dead to sin,should live unto righteousness. Let us all take to heart this last word "righteousness."The Judge is at hand. It is not enough to say that we are



Sermons on the book of Jonah, the prophet SI men, and our weakness is the weakness of men, but we must"be living unto righteousness." This will be the great andsolemn question in the day of His appearing : Hast thou livedunto righteousness 1 He that would stand before Him with aclear conscience on that day of judgment upon all wickedness,and of condemnation for those who have not sought the Lord—let him seek justification by the blood of Christ, let him seek to befound in Christ Jesus; only he that is found in Christ can liveunto righteousness. For they that are in Christ do not thinkto be righteous by the works of the law, but trust in therighteousness which is by faith in Christ Jesus, which alonebears the fruit of holiness. In Him alone we have perfection,and deliverance from the sin of the flesh, and the

corruption ofthe spirit. Arise, ye that do not yet know Him, arise and kissthe Son, lest even the men of Nineveh rise up against you andcondemn you. And ye that fear His word, and are sighing tobe delivered from evil, look up to Him, and take refuge withHim who has said : " Come unto Me all ye that labour, andare heavy laden, and I will refresh you." May He who has given us this precious book of Jonah, inorder that we might examine our own lives by it, may He, themerciful God and Saviour of His people, pursue and bringback each one of you that is fleeing from His presence. MayHe reveal Himself to each one of you who cries to Him fromthe depth of his sinfulness and misery. May He take you,who are ready to submit yourselves to His word, and enableyou to do greater things than you can either think or

conceive.And may He correct and teach each erring, murmuring child,as He alone is able, and may He satisfy it with the abundanceof His goodness and grace. He has shrunk from God's command, the sea rages, thedeep yawns, hell opens its mouth,—but he goes in the strengthof the Almight}'. Man does not understand God's way, andwishes to desert his post—but he that is found in Christ Jesuspasses safely and blamelessly through it all, and he cannotforget the song of the redeemed : " Thou hast washed us fromour sius in Thy blood." Praise be unto God, the Three-in-One, for His threefold andeternal deliverance of all those who in spite of their folly andperverseness, are yet found in Him, and love the Word thatHe has given us. Amen.
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