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The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf FOREWORD No one has done more—in Australia, at any rate—tosubstantiate the claims of the Arab horse than the veteranstatesman of South Australia, Sir James Boucaut, bothby his writings and through the establishment of theQuambi stud, which he maintained for many years atMount Barker Springs in South Australia. His formerbook on the subject, published in 1905, attracted wide-spread attention in Great Britain, America, and theCommonwealth, and his opinions were, I believe, endorsedby a very large majority of experts. From those whoresented any reflection upon their theories or methodssome criticism was to be expected. With that the presentvolume effectually deals. That the selection of

the so-called " thoroughbred "purely for speed has been detrimental to horseflesh ingeneral admits of no doubt. Lack of stamina is thecommon defect. If the thoroughbred were intendedsolely for racing, this might be of little consequence, butsurely the legitimate function of the thoroughbred is toserve as the stock for improving general utility horses.As Sir Walt er Gilbey has observed, " two-year-old races,short distances and light-weights, leave all the bestqualities of horseflesh untaxed. They do more : theytend to develop delicacy of constitution." Many whobreed horses for the Turf do not even pretend to aim ateffecting the improvement of horses apart from racing V



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf vi FOREWORD purposes. Isolated owners have broader views, and a fewfollow the admirable example of breeding in various classesfor all-round excellence set by His Majesty the King.The vast majority, however, of breeders have no suchidea ; too many of them regard the horse as an instrumentof racing, and perhaps of gambling, pure and simple. Tosuch persons the Turf is merely the green cloth on a largerscale. Eliminate betting and the racecourse would, Ifear, have a desperate struggle for existence. But ofthis being done there is not the least likelihood. Thecommunity, therefore, owes a deep debt of gratitude tomen with the knowledge and experience of Sir JamesBoucaut, when they point out the

attendant evils, andindicate, as forcibly as he does, the steps required to bringabout a better state of things. In its military bearings the need for reform is of supr?meimportance. The continued shortage in the supply ofsuitable army remounts is a grave danger, and it cannotbe removed without the adoption of some definite policyof reform. Horses of varying characteristics are needed,and they cannot be obtained by haphazard breeding.The chief deficiency appears to exist in what may betermed " intermediate horses "—that is, in the cross be-tween a sound thoroughbred and a carefully selectedmare of heavier stamp. By careful selection and breed-ing we have been able to produce many varieties of cattleand sheep true to type, and it should be possible to do

thesame with horses. The experiments now being conductedin the application of the Mendelian principles to horse-breeding may solve the problem. I do not think it is atall safe to ignore the example of foreign countries. TheArab stallions at the national studs in France, Austria,Hungary, Italy, Russia, and Turkey have proved ofincalculable benefit. To the Australian continent the Arab is particularly



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf FOREWORD vu adapted. On the great plains of the remote interior thedistances to be traversed are enormous, and can only becovered by animals capable of travelling at a fair pace allday and for days together upon scanty rations. In aunique degree the Arab possesses these qualifications.lts powers of endurance, docility, and hardiness areproverbial. I think abundant evidence of this will befound in this book. No allusion, however, is made, Ithink, to the famous match in Egypt, in 1864, betweenan Arab horse and an English mare. The race was oneof eighty-four miles from Suez to Cairo. The Arab, whichwas of the Anazeh breed, completed the journey in lessthan eight hours, whereas the mare collapsed at

thesixtieth mile. It is a pleasure to write these few lines in support ofSir James Boucaut's contentions, whose force is obviousto a reader who is not an expert. My sole desire is torecommend to notice a matter which I regard as of thedeepest interest, not only to the Mother Country, butalso to Australia and to the Empire at large. I cannotrefrain from expressing my admiration of the spirit dis-played by my old friend, who, after a strenuous andbrilliant career in the arena of politics foliowed bytwenty-seven years as a Judge of the Supr?me Court,brings his first-class fighting qualities to bear on a matterof serious moment to our national and Imperial welfare. Many will agree with the author in his belief that thebest mode of improving our horses would be " the

infusionof a large amount of pure and fresh Arab blood of thedesert breed." G. H. RELD. '•
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The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf PREFACE I must crave the indulgence of the public for a considerablelack of finish in this volume, probably some repetition,and possibly some mistakes in dates and in the spellingof names. These errors, however, are not in themselvesserious, and do not affect the general accuracy of the book.My excuse is that I had to choose between publishing themanuscript as it is and abandoning it altogether. At theage of eighty, and subject to repeated attacks of illness,I am quite unable to undertake the task of careful revisionwhich I had intended. The work of verifying and com-paring references is beyond my strength. I have decided,therefore, to publish the book at once, since I am anxiousthat the admirers of that

grand creature, the Arab, shouldbe in possession of further information to weigh against" the enemy." At the same time, I wish my farmingfriends in the country to have full opportunity of learn-ing what may be useful to them, but is not at presentsufficiently brought to their notice. Information evenbadly arranged is better than no information. I should add that the facts mentioned are for the mostpart entirely new, and not a mere repetition of my formerbook. I desire to express my grateful thanks to the HighCommissioner for Australia, Sir George Reia, for writinga foreword to this little volume, and to Sir John Cockburnand Mr. J. C. Medd for kind assistance in seeing it through the press. JAMES PENN BOUCAUT.November, 19II.
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The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION Several books dealing more or less with the Arab horsehave appeared in recent years, and since the publicationof my book in 1905, Professor Ridgeway has compileda most learned work on the " Origin and Influence of theThoroughbred Horse." There are also " The Horses ofthe British Empire," edited by Sir Humphrey de Trafford,and " Eclipse and O'Kelly," by Theodore Andrea Cook,which also bear considerably on the subject. But these are all written from a different standpointfrom that from which I write ; all, with the exception ofProfessor Ridgeway's work, are too expensive for mostfarmers to purchase, and, further, they are somewhatunwieldy. I

write with the desire to show my farmingfriends that the Arab is the best general utility horse inthe world,—the glory of horsedom,—and for the infor-mation of many farming friends who have been taughtto prefer a big, leggy half-bred to a pure-bred little Arab,I may say, the opinions which I expressed in my formerbook have been greatly strengthened by reading, experi-ence and inquiry. My profession has taught me to besceptical, and one of its axioms is never to take anythingfor granted ; but I acknowledge to being overwhelmedwith astonishment at the wonderful history of the Arabhorse, and at the consensus of opinion for over five 1



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 2 thousand years—I believe, nearer ten—that he is notonly unexcelled, but that he has not been ever equalled,or even approached, in the world's history. The works which I have mentioned above, althoughthey do not ignore the Arab horse—indeed, they of tengreatly praise him,—make him quite a secondary object.One or two of these writers seem to have imbibed some-thing of the spirit of the late William Day, the greattrainer, who said that, for the practical purpose ofbettering the thoroughbred, the Arab was as dead as theDodo. Of course he was wrong, although he only re-ferred to bettering the thoroughbred for modern racingpurposes, which is a belief naturally adopted by

mostracing men who are content with what they are told bytrainers and jockeys who, as a rule, estimate a horseby his speed, and think no more of a pure-blood Arabthan they do of the sorriest weed—indeed, for the matterof that, they would think more of a goat if they couldwin more money with it. The Arab, they say, is dead,so far as bettering the thoroughbred is concerned, notbecause the latter is incapable of improvement, but be-cause the breeders will not use him for that purpose, asit would require two or three descents to make the Arabblood sufnciently teil to make his speed equal to that ofthe thoroughbred over five or six furlongs. The majorityof racing-men aim at getting sprinters at two years oldor so. There is little chance, therefore, of their

usingthe Arab which has not been bred for sprinting, and is ofslower growth, although there are instances of recentArab crosses being successful on the racecourse. I contend that the Arab horse is the best in the worldfor all purposes for which he is fitted, or for which thethoroughbred is fitted, except sprinting. I maintainthat the thoroughbred horse, take him in the aggregate,is by comparison an ill-bred creature, practically useless



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf INTRODUCTION 3 for all other purposes than sprinting, save when, as in onecase out of a hundred, you get an Ormonde or a Per-simmon, and neither of these or their stock are perfect,nor can any of them always be relied on. This is becausethe thoroughbred is, in truth, a mongrel, and you cannever rely on a mongrel to breed true. I further contendthat it is impossible for any indifferent man to read whatI have collected and here set forth about the thorough-bred without seeing that as a breed he is unreliable, andthat, unless the present style of breeding be altered, hewill become at his very best useless except for gambling,as many undoubted authorities whom I cite are foundemphatically to declare. I

rely on the weight of theauthorities whom I quote—many of them of the highestclass—and I make no claim to personal knowledge ofracing. I submit many of our leading writers approachthe subject with by f ar too much prejudice and too littlegenuine inquiry to do the Arab justice. I have beenastonished at the ignorance shown by men who oughtto know better. One gentleman, for instance, in a letterto a great daily Australian paper to correct my book,stated that an Arab could not be safely ridden in hillycountry because for thousands of years he had been usedonly to travel in a smooth, soft, sandy desert ! which isa grotesque misstatement. Yet many are of this opinion.Arab horses regularly travel amongst hills, rocks andprecipices where no English

rider would venture to ridea thoroughbred, for one could never depend on hisevenness of temper. In many parts of Arabia and on itsborders there are most dangerous hills and precipices,and the descripti'ons of them by many travellers will befound herein. Since the above letter, I came across abook on Armenia, by the Hon. Robert Curzon, whichtells us that on a road, just wide enough for one horse,passing through streams, over rocks, mountains and



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 4 precipices, where you would imagine that a goat couldhardly travel, and where you wonder how in the worldyou ever got to the place you are standing on, the sure-footedness of the horses was marvellous. He saw a horseat a particularly dangerous spot rest on his haunches andput forward one foot to feel if it were safe. Another roadhe describes as like walking on the rounds of a ladder. One especially wise man of the East wrote to a news-paper in New South Wales protesting against my book,because his conscience would not let him remain silentwhen he saw that I was advising low horses for the army !I rather admire that gentleman's conscience, but it mustbe a sad trouble to him

sometimes. He said it was" dreadful " to think of our brave soldiers going intoaction on low horses. Some people get funny ideas intotheir heads. Nearly every soldier of mark in the empiredenounccs high horses as being totally unfit for cam-paigning, as this book will show.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER II SOME TESTIMONY TO THE ARAb's EXCELLENCE I wrote my former book because I had formed theopinion that undue praise was being accorded to thethoroughbred at the expense of the Arab horse, althoughthe former has greatly deteriorated, and +hat thegreat excellence of the Ara!.» was practically ignored—facts which, being an Englishman, were burnt into me,so to speak, by the Transvaal War, the iron whereofentered into my soul, and I desired again to call theattention of all those who wanted general utility horsesin Australia to the Arab. That my book was not calculated to do any harm maybe gathered from the fact that Sir Walter Gilbey wroteme a preface, for which I record my very

grateful thanks,and that it was calculated to do some good is clear fromthe review of the Times, which I set forth here as anappendix, separate and apart from the general mass ofnewspaper reviews and criticisms which I shall cite lateron. I was more gratified by that review in the Timesthan by any other laudatory remarks (although theywere many), for the Times is admittedly the greatestnewspaper in the world. It is invariably careful, de-sirous of being as far as possible accurate, and its policyis always to be judicial, fair and level-headed, while the 5



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 6 THE ARAB HORSE ablest and the best-informed writers are proud to writefor it.Thus, then, says the Times, September 22, 1905 :— " Sir James Boucaut, an expert and an enthusiast, haswritten a most instructive volume on ' The Arab ' (Gayand Bird), and in almost all he says we can heartily agree,except in his confidence that the Arab is the horse of thefuture. We wish it may be so, but, so far as the BritishIsles are concerned, we fear the future is in the far dis-tance. So much he indirectly admits himself, in dwellingon the magnitudes of the evils he would fain remedy,and the dry-rot which has been steadily diffusing itselfthrough English and Australian stables. Sir James,who, like Mr. Scawen Blunt in

Egypt and Sussex, hasamused himself by breeding Arabs in Southern Australia,is not the first by many who has preached deteriorationin our thoroughbred or prescribed reverting to Arabblood as a remedy. No one has studied the subject moredeeply or spoken more emphatically than Sir WalterGilbey, who contributes the preface and endorses thecontents of Sir James's book. As for the deteriorationat home, it has been practically admitted by the mostcapable authorities, and we have had painful experienceof it in the increasing difnculty of mounting our cavalry ;but we were not aware that Australia had been followingsuit, though we might have surmised as much, for thebest Australian stock has been bred from importedmares and sires. But Sir

James Boucaut mentions astartling f act. Forty years ago or less, next to the pureArab, the Waler was the favourite mount for pigsticking.Now we are told that the Waler is condemned in the pig-sticking clubs as washy, weedy and worthless. If thereis little doubt as to the decline of the thoroughbred, thereis less as to the cause. The racing market is infinitelythe most remunerative, and there the imperative demandis for length, legs and precocious pace. The demand isfor the multiplication of the money-making type of breed,and that is why we misdoubt the approximate advent ofthe Arab. The Arab is low as lasting, his quality is



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf TESTIMONY TO THE ARAB'S EXCELLENCE 7 endurance rather than pace; and, ever since Charles II.patronized Newmarket and racing, we have been gradingup our thoroughbreds. Nor would the pure Arab be aprofitable stock-getter for horses meant for the hunting-field or the park. Fourteen or fifteen hands is hardly thestamp of horse to ??y the wide pastures of the Midlands.Nevertheless, we thoroughly agree with Sir James ineverything he says in praise of his favourites. For spirit,endurance, intelligence, docility, and the capacity forsevere and prolonged work on scanty commons, they areunsurpassed, and, as to that, from an almost unexampledrange of reading he calls up a cloud of

unimpeachablewitnesses. " If we again took to importing Arab blood, we shouldonly beimitating the good sense of our ancestors. We allknow that the Byerly Turk and Darley and GodolphinArabians were the progenitors of our most famous racers ;but few are aware that King John of ambiguous memoryconferred an inestimable boon on his country as a generousimporter of Eastern sires, and that the importation heencouraged went steadily on till the trade was paralyzedby the Wars of the Roses. With regard to the all-important question of mounting our cavalry, there is oneepisode to which Sir James reverts repeatedly as acrucial example of the superexcellence of the Arab. Hequotes from Mr. Stevens' ' With Kitchener to Khar-toum.' Stevens tells us

how our heavy Dragoons who,with their innumerable encumbrances, rode from 18 to20 stone, had left their chargers in Cairo, as unsuited tothe country and unequal to the weight. On the advanceto Omdurman they were mounted on little Syrian ponies—part Arab—which did the work gamely without givingin. We might add some evidence of our own as to thevirtues of the ubiquitous Arab strain. We know some-thing of the little horses of the Pyrenees and of the poniesof the Ardennes. Both tracé their descent through Spainto Africa and Arabia. The ponies of the Ardennes arewell cared for; the horses of the Pyrenees are stabled onfurze and often half-famished. Yet it is well-nigh im-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 8                         THE ARAB HORSE possible in the longest and hardest day to get to thebottom of either, and, however jaded the little beastmay seem, the fire flashes up on the slightest excite-ment." Such a notice would give any author satisfaction, andit deserves the careful attention of all who seek to knowthe truth.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER III A REVIEW OF SOME OF THE CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK Of course, my book was attacked by some of the sportingnewspapers, although most of those which I saw werefair, and some, indeed, were much more commendatorythan I had expected. I cannot trouble my readers withcomments on the criticisms, but one sapient " sport " inAustralia particularly amused me, and compels me to callattention to the speciality of my book, which is itsreference to practical authorities and innumerable expertand experienced men. The " sport " referred to wrotethat my book was not much good, because it was entirelybuilt of statements made by other persons. I wonderwhat the gentleman

could have expected, or what hewould desire ? I could not give what history has affirmedabout the Arab horse without quoting the statements ofother people, nor could anyone else. I was not at theBattle of Damascus, when the Arabs destroyed the Romanpower in Asia Minor, and every rider of a pure Arab horsewas awarded doublé spoil; nor was I with NapoleonBuonaparte in Syria or Egypt, when he stated that theMamelukes on their Syrian Arabs were better mountedthan the French cavalry, although the Syrian Arabs arenot of pure blood ; nor was I recently with Abdur Rah-°ian, Ameer of Afghanistan, when, on " his little Arab," 9



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 10 he rode his escort to an absolute standstill, his men andtheir horses being alike unable to keep on their feet orto rise. " My own little Arab," says he, " alone remainedstanding." Most people have to rely entirely on the statements ofothers for particulars of this nature, and, so far as I canjudge, the statements made by others form the best partof the book, and are presented to my readers as being so,for I never made any claim to originality. The account given of some particular and notableincident by a traveller who was not thinking of an Arabhorse, or, indeed, of any horse at all, and who was notwriting a book about horses, but whose attention wasunexpectedly drawn to some great excellence of the

Arabbeyond that of horses in general, is of more than ordinaryvalue, because it is spontaneously forced upon the writer,as it were, and is genuine. An incident thus casuallymentioned is much more reliable than the praises of his" most excellent beast " by a horse-dealer anxious to sellhis broken-down thoroughbred, or by a breeder witha fad. For this reason, I set forth the opinions given me byvarious purchasers of my pure-blood Arab stallionsbetween 1898 and 1908, most of them volunteered, andsent to me without being asked for. Men who areanxious to sell a horse naturally " crack him up," andone cannot always be quite certain that they do notexaggerate. Probably some do; but men who havebought a horse and then speak well of him, and areanxious to keep him, and

become desirous of gettinganother similar one, are to be relied upon. Their interestin negotiating another purchase would be not to passencomiums upon their earlier purchase, but rather todepreciate it, so as to get the new horse for less money.Their good opinions are therefore the more reliable.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK         n Most of the purchasers of my pure-blood stallions arelarge breeders of horses in what is termed " The Bush,"occupying many scores of square miles in the interiorof Australia—men who are not so severely bitten withthe racing mania as to be so jealous of the Arab as somany others seem to be. Thus do these purchasers report:— S. P. Mackay, Esq., of Brunswick, Melville Park, N.W.Australia, who purchased two—Saladin and Jedaan—in1898 :— " They are sleek as hounds; never had a toothfulexcept the natural herbage. I hear great accounts ofSaladin's stock. Jedaan has grown a fine animal; hisstock are very promising and handsome as paint, and Iara sorry I have not more of

them." This gentleman writes again, August 22, 1902 :— " I hear great accounts of Saladin's stock. Jedaan ishere under my eye, and is everything I could wish ; hisstock are good and showy as well. . . . I am sure hisstock will come out on top. I never made a purchasethat has given me more satisfaction." And again, September 15, 1903, Mr. Mackay writes :— " Jedaan is very much to the f ore at present this winter.I have broken in five only of his progeny to the buggy—four-year-olds—: two of them af ter driving them only fourweeks I sold for ?50. The others I am constantly driving,and they do their work splendidly, notwithstanding thatmost of the Bush roads are only sand. They are abso-lutely stanch, and have no vice; they carry themselvesso well that it pays to put nice

harness on them." And being in Adelaide on March 22, 1905, Mr. Mackaycalled on the breeder to say how much pleased he waswith the young stock; they were admired by every-one. Mr. Mackay casually met Mr. Whitham, Inspector of



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 12                        THE ARAB HORSE Education, about February 27, 1907, at Aldgate, and toldhim that some of Rafyk's stock had turned out splendidly ;that last season he had sold a young pair to the agent of asteam-shearing company to travel to a distant stationshed, and they accomplished the journey of 500 milesin eight days, and showed no signs of being run down.He also said that his stallion Sheddon had taken firstprize at the last Royal Agricultural Show at Perth. F. S. Thompson, Esq., Warrawagine, Condon, N.W.Australia, who purchased Kazim :— " Kazim continues to give us satisfaction; as quiet asever, and absolutely no vice. His young stock are doingwell, and are satisfactory, those out of

thoroughbredmares being especially good." E. P. Quinn, Esq., of Tarella, Wilcannia, New SouthWales, who purchased Assad :— " Assad is growing into a fine horse, a nice shape, withreally good legs, and bone like steel. His temper is allthat could be desired. A more docile animal was neverfoaled, and yet he is full of fire and spirit." Mr. Quinn has since purchased Adban. A friendcasually heard in Melbourne that the manager of SalisburyDowns had ridden Assad throughout the drought, fre-quently getting over fifty and sixty miles in a day, andof ten at the end of a long journey he got very little f eed,but next morning would start away quite fresh, and thathe was positive he could not have done the work with theordinary station-bred horse. In subsequently inquiring

what others were for sale,Mr. Quinn wrote, January 1, 1904 :— " I am very pleased with the few Assads that I have ;they are nearly three years old now, and are all that couldbe desired ; they are handsome and very sturdy. Assadhas stamped his stock very much after himself. Adban'sstock are faultless as foals. I have nineteen head of ashandsome foals by him as I would ever wish to see." He has since bought a third youngster.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK         13 On March 11, 1904, he says :— " I have all Assad's foals broken in ; they are all goodhacks, very free and game, standing about 15 hands high.Adban's stock are beautiful, no doubt, and admired byeveryone ; all fair size, very handsome and sturdy, goodtempered as yearlings." And on July 26, 1904, he writes :— " Adban's stock are beauties, are handsome and goodsorts. ... I believe in the Arab blood for station horses,and think it is only a matter of a few years, and anyone,seeing the way they answe'r, will be sure and go in forthem." And on December 1, 1905, he writes :— " I must continue to praise Adban, as no doubt he gotvery good stock. They are horses with any

amount ofsize and substance, with quality combined. I cannot sayenough about them, as regards their good qualities." And on October 18, 1909, writing to teil me of the deathof Ben Sira, he says :— " Ben Sira was out in the paddock and jumped out :he then raced round and then made a big jump backagain, and landed on a stump 5 feet high, which piercedthrough his hind part and tore him fearfully from thefront of the sheath right to the butt of his tail. Deathwas almost instantaneous, thank Heaven. The last sixmonths he had been developing into a beautiful animal,as handsome as a picture, so kind and docile we hadgrown to look on him as one of ourselves almost. Theintelligence of poor Ben was almost human, and peoplesay it is foolish to think of the loss of an

animal, but Ihave been so attached to Ben the place is really lonelywithout him." J. W. Brougham, Esq., of Poollamacca Station, BrokenHill, New South Wales, who purchased Abdallah, wrote:— " Abdallah's stock promise well; they are beautifullytopped, with a fine carriage. His disposition is wonder-fully quiet, and a child could ride him with safety."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 14                       THE ARAB HORSE On a later date he writes :— " He is such a pet, ever so docile." And on February 25, 1904, writing to thank me for anewspaper I sent him, adds :— " It was rather strange, the day the newspaper arrivedmy boy brought in from the back station two of Ab-dallah's colts, just broken in. He was so proud of themhe rode them in to show me, and really they show quality,breeding and usefulness. Perfect hacks, plenty of sub-stance, standing 15\ hands, and only three years (off).Am breaking them in now, and when quiet will let themrun till five years, then they will be fit for any work.I would like you to see the youngsters, and you would stillbe prouder of Rafyk." N.B.—This supports Mr.

Vincent Dowling, who statedthat it was a great mistake to say that the foals got byArab horses were too small. On October 30, 1905, he met my son and told him thathe was very much pleased with Abdallah's stock—thathe was just the horse for that country. And he informs me that Mr. D. Evans rode two Arabhorses bred at Poolamacca in May, 1907, on the first daytwenty-two miles, next day forty-five miles, and back,making ninety miles before the horses got water. Nextday to Mr. Buil, where they would not drink the well-water, next day Wykalpa and back again to BorderTank, ninety-four miles. The horses had no water for109 miles, two days and two nights, and yet showed nosigns of distress. Mr. C. R. Bunbury, of Williambury, West Australia,who purchased

Khaled, wrote :— " I like Khaled very well indeed. He is full of life andquality and his foals are very handsome. He is verydocile when handled and a good goer." And since then he writes, on September 12, 1903 :—" I have broken in a dozen of Khaled's stock lately;they are the quietest and most tractable youngsters I



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK         15 ever had anything to do with, and stand their work wellfor youngsters." And again, July 7, 1908 :— " I enclose a photo of my team of six half-bred Arabsby Khaled. I think it would be rather difhcult to finda team of horses to beat this. I can drive them off theroad as well as on it, and can drive anywhere where it ispossible for a vehicle to go. They also do big journeys.I did eighty-four miles with them in nine hours' travelling;and, coming from Carnarvon with a very heavily loadedbuggy, came home the last day, a journey of fiity miles,despite the fact they got nothing to eat except a bit ofscrub. I should like to get another Arab stallion if youhave one for sale." Mr. Warburton, a

horsebreeder in Northern Australia(who desired to purchase Zubeir), writes :— " I very much regret my agents could not induce youto sell Zubeir, except under conditions that put me cleanout of the running. It has been a great disappointmentto me, as I had set my heart on getting him. Will youallow me to congratulate you on being the owner of sucha horse as Rafyk ? I can only say that words fail me toexpress my admiration for him. I could have spent hourslooking at him. There is not such another horse inAustralia ; he is perfect in every way." [The conditions were that he was to remain at Quambitill two mares, Labahda and Sherifa, were stinted, but thewriter has since purchased him.] He further writes, May, 1904 :— " Zubeir is growing very like Rafyk, and Is in

goodtrim. He has not had an ounce of stable feed since hehas been up here. He is doing good work, and it wouldtake a big cheque to buy him now." He further writes :— " As f ar as Zubeir and his stock go, the Arab deservesall the praise you give him in your book. Some of his



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 16                       THE ARAB HORSE youngsters, getting on for three years old, are perfectpictures." And on April n, 1906, when writing in respect of thepurchase of another stallion, Mr. Warburton's agents,Messrs. Barker Bros., say :— " Mr. Warburton writes in very eulogistic terms ofZubeir's progeny." And on June, 1906 :— " Mr. Warburton purchased another stallion—Darub." And in a letter to Messrs. Barker Bros. of this city,dated July 9, 1809, Mr. Warburton states :— " Darub is growing into a beautiful colt—all fire andquality." Robert Bush, Esq., of Clifton Downs Station, WesternAustralia, says of Suleiman :— " Having used him for about one year, I am unable ofcourse to say anything about his stock. ... I think hewill

mate well with the class of mares I have put to him.He is a beautiful-tempered horse and a good doer, havingto cut his own grass ever since I have had him." And again on July 6, 1903 :— " Sulieman is doing very well, and I like his stock verymuch. Although he is small, his stock are of good size,and if they turn out as well as they look they will bevery good. . . . There is no doubt at all that they willturn out well. Sulieman is a beautiful-tempered horse." Mr. Creed, of Cecilwood, Rockhampton, purchaser ofBarak, then just arrived in Rockhampton, writes, July 4,1903 :— " I think him a very handsome colt, and should makea very perfect horse. Everyone that has seen him thinkshim a fine colt. ... I am sure there will be no suchhorse in looks, style, etc, about here. I am very

pleasedwith him."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK 17 He also writes, December 13, 1907 :— " I told you when I first saw Barak that I thought hewould make a perfect horse, and I am quite satisfied nowthat he has done so. He is about as muscular a horseas could be, of beautiful colour, and carries himself ingreat style, and what is more, he is throwing it into hisstock. He is about as sure foal-getter as possible, andfrom those who have got foals by him I have never heardone disparaging remark. He is a general favourite witheveryone." Mr. T. H. Pearce, of the Katherine, says of Ibrahim andJoktan :— " They give every satisfaction. I am delighted withthem." He bought them without seeing them, from his faithin the blood, as indeed did

most of these purchasers. Mr. Edwin Crozier, who bought Morad, writes, April 29,1906 :— "I am very pleased to teil you that Morad has donewell since I got him, and has thickened out very con-siderably. I am much pleased with his looks. I maysay that I have had him ridden. He is very playful,but, so far as I can see, absolutely free from vice, has notthe slightest sense of fear, and his carriage is perfect." And since that purchase I am informed that Mr. Crozierbought Amezeh, which I sold to a lady who subsequentlydied. R. Maitland, Esq., Maryborough, Queensland, writesof Hunyar and Naish, September 13, 1906 :— " You will be pleased to know that both colts havedone well since they came over here, and are much ad-mired as very fine specimens of their breed." Mr.

Isaac Henderson, Ardrossan, who bought Mesrour,writes, July 15, 1907 :— " My little Arab colt, Mesrour, is doing splendidly.AU who see him admire his graceful manners. I love himimmensely." 2



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE i8 And on January 26, 1910, Mr. Henderson called uponme at my chambers to let me know that Mesrour is quietand much admired, and getting popular as a sire byreason of the excellence of his stock. Mr. Hendersonoften rides him. Ke has a notable love of turning ; heturns in his own length at full gallop. Half-breeds I have not kept account of, but the lateG. H. Ayliffe, Esq. (Registrar-General of Births), says :— " Young Jericho (half-Arab, half-thoroughbred) hasgreatly surpassed our expectations in quality, temper andendurance. We experienced not the slightest trouble inbreaking him to and driving him in single and doubléharness, and he is very quiet in the stable. As a proofof his powers of

endurance, I may mention that on a veryhot day last summer he carried me (over thirteen stoneweight) nearly sixty miles through the hills with only oneshort stoppage to feed, and arrived home so fresh that Ifeel confident he could have gone twenty or thirty milesfurther without greatly distressing himself. I have somefoals by him, which are showing excellent form as regardssize and points." Lieutenant Fotheringham says of one of Rafyk's get:— " The best pony he has ever owned or sat behind, hertemper was perfect and endurance unsurpassed. Rafykwas the sire." Mr. Edwin Wilcox writes of another of Rafyk's get :— " A magnificent fellow ... very handsome ... in harness Iand saddle very docile." Mr. A. J. McDonald, the Manager of the Great CanowieStation, on

January 9, 1908, writes me with respect toNejan, an imported Arab stallion, purchased fromMr. Blunt :— " I am well satisfied not only with the horse himself butwith his progeny also. His prepotency is most pro-nounced; no matter what class of mare he is mated with,the issue is good and characteristic of himself; and inmost cases courage, carriage and animal spirit are striking



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK         19 features of his get. Though high spirit ed, they are ofdocile temperament, and in conformation, bone and sub-stance fi.11 the bill; especially is this so when mated withour Suffolk cross-bred mares. There are Arabs and so-called Arabs, but the pure-bred Desert Arab has nosuperior for pluck and endurance and the faculty oftransmitting these qualities to his offspring." I was favoured with a copy of a report, February 5,1904, by Mr. A. H. Morris, who was sent to inspect mystud, in which he writes :— " Rafyk is a powerful horse, and I like him very much.Faraoun is a shade finer in bone than Rafyk, shows morequality about the head ; he is a beautifully-made horseand worth a

day's journey to look at. If you get a chance,go out and see him. He is a beauty. The pure-bredArab mares are a nice lot, but Rosé of Jericho is qualityall over. There are two nice yearling colts (pure Arabs),but both are sold. I saw three geldings, out of StudBook mares, one that I wish had been kept for a stallion.He would have suited me. He is out of a thoroughbredmare, but has the stout body of an Arab ; he is a powerfulhorse-—I like him very much. I have seen that the crossbetween the thoroughbred mare and Arab is a splendidcross. The other gelding—a chestnut—is lengthy, leanand wiry ; but if he is not a hard, wiry horse and a fastone, I am much mistaken. I thoroughly enjoyed myselfto-day. I wish I had money for what I could do in theshape of producing horses

that would not only be useful,but would give pleasure to look at." (Neither the writer of the report nor his principal wasknown to the owner of the stud.) Mr. G. Leonard Brown, of Wirronna, New South Wales,who bought Faraoun at my dispersal sale, writes me :— " Faraoun is as quiet as a lamb. I ride him bare-backed at the canter and jump on and off as he careersalong, much to his delight, as he squeaks in joy from timeto time."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 20 And he proposes sending to Mr. Wilfred Blunt in Sussexfor some more mares. In September, 1909, Dr. Jude, formerly of Adelaide,now of White Cliffs, New South Wales, introduced Mr.Byers of that place to me, who told me that he hadbought one of my pure-bred stallions, Assad, from Mr.Quinn, of Tarella, to whom I sold him, and that he wasvery much pleased with him. He said that about theend of July, 1908, in a matter of life and death, he sentAssad with a stock-keeper from White Cliffs to Morden,fifty miles away, for medicine. The rider weighed thir-teen stone. He started in the morning and was backthe same evening, doing the doublé journey in aboutthirteen hours, and Assad had no food on the

road. Mr.Byers mentioned that Assad's stock are exceedingly goodand of remarkable docility. Mr. Maughan, a professional gentleman of Adelaidewhom I did not previously know, on April 11, 1909, sawRafferty, belonging to Mr. Hickes, of Mount Torrens, byRafyk out of a roadster mare, and called to teil me thatRafferty is very docile and throws splendid stock; hecomes galloping up to you in the paddock when called.He is a most perfect hack—" like a rocking horse "—abright chestnut about i5-2 ; he was never in harness, buthas splendid action. Mr. A. R. Crawford, a well-known breeder of NewSouth Wales, on a visit to Mr. J. Fitzgerald's station atEast Kunderang, writes me that Kahtan by Rafyk, foaledAugust 25, 1907, is doing finely, is very gentle, a greatpet, and in fine

condition, though not at all pampered,and will make a powerful weight-carrying horse, fit toproduce Army remounts. Mr. Crawford adds that theEnglish thoroughbred is still jogging on in the old way—heart disease, breaking bloodvessels, shoulders and legs,and getting worse. He denounces stallions by St. Simonas the most ill-tempered lot the world has seen in ourtime.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CRITICISMS OF MY FORMER BOOK Mr. Joseph Fitzgerald, of Kunderang East Station,New South Wales, on January 12, 1911, writes thatKahtan has grown into a beautiful horse, with as muchstrength in body and legs, and character as the best judgecould desire; he has a beautiful disposition, a stylishcarriage and plenty of life; still, he can be ridden bare-backed. " I have a few foals by him all showing energy,activity, intelligence, style and strength."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER IV DISPERSAL OF MY PURE STUD I was exceedingly sorry to feel it desirable to dispersemy pure Arab stud, but with the weight of seventy-eight years upon me and with failing health, and mystud farm being in the hills over thirty miles from myresidence, I found it not only a difhculty to get there,but a greater difficulty to ride about in the paddocks asfreely as I would wish, and as I had been used to do.Indeed, it was my main pleasure in life to ride to mypaddocks and walk amongst my mares and have themcome up to me and rub my shoulder. But my managingson, being an admirer of sneep and not of horses, confidedto me that he would not be a horse-breeder, so I had noalternative but to disperse my stud,

keeping, however,a couple of mares for a grandson and one as company formyself. I hope to be excused for having inserted the statementsin the last chapter, they being a collection of other men'sopinions. But when tWenty or thirty or more gentlemen,having intimate practical knowledge of the subject, afhrmthat the Arab is a most excellent horse and throwssplendid stock, then it is desirable that all honest breedersshould give some consideration to what those gentlemensay, and indeed not merely consider it, but carefully studyit. Even supposing there be one " frigid liar " and two 22



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DISPERSAL OF MY PURE STUD            23 silly dreamers amongst them—which I deny—they cannotall be Hars or dreamers. There are assuredly some level-headed men who willtake facts into their consideration, even if they own race-horses, and although I shall have a certain measure ofjoy should there be only one " ignorant person whorepenteth," yet I shall live in hopes—if I.live at all afterwriting this book—that a good many will be advantagedby the further information which I shall place at theirservice. " One swallow does not make a summer," soone poem—even Job's—on a horse may not be conclu-s?ve; but universal praise during at the very least twothousand years, probably during the last five thousand,and

possibly during the last ten thousand, by all whoknew—many of them the best horsemen the world eversaw, men who lived on horseback, nations of horsemenfrom the Far East in China to the Far West at the Pillarsof Hercules—will be entirely rejected only by fools, orby the other sort of creature. The most extraordinary thing that I have noticed in thediscussion about the Arab is the bitterness of spirit whichis shown by many of those who oppose his claims toexcellence. They show no bitterness of spirit when theysay that the Suffolk Punch or the Shire horse cannotgallop as fast as the thoroughbred. Why, then, show such bitterness in speaking of theArab ? He has done them no harm. That it is so ispatent to all. Indeed, he has done them much good.He made their

thoroughbred. Even upon a sobercommission of wise and well - informed men thisbitterness is found to creep out. For instance, one ofthe Peers who was on, or was a witness before, LordRosebery's Committee, complained of the deep-seatedprejudice he had to meet whenever he alluded to theArab.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 24                        THE ARAB HORSE Mr. Huntingdon, the great American breeder, alsowrote to me complaining of this bitterness. On seeingmy original book, he obtained from England f?ve copiesfor his friends, and af ter reading it he sent to England forrifteen more copies for other friends. Farmers and generalutility horse-breeders will see from this that there mustbe something about the Arab worth reading and studyingto have induced a man of Mr. Huntington's reputationand judgment to act like this. The reason for the complaint made by Mr. Huntingdonis plain, viz., that a positive jealousy of the Arab is feitin many quarters by men some of whom have greatinfluence in forming public opinion, which almost alwayssets up

certain authorities to be worshipped as unmean-ingly as the Australian aboriginals worship their godMumbo Jumbo, or obey the orders of their medicine man.There are two reasons which, unconsciously it may be,influence some gentlemen : first, their interests as breedersor racers of thoroughbreds, and, secondly, their long beliefin their favourite strain, which pride or stubbornness willnot allow to be shaken. I wish—I say it with all grave and becoming respect,disclaiming emphatically any irreverence—that it werepossible, for the good of the nation, that we could get theopinion of some entirely neutral person (say, for example,some great ecclesiastic, ignorant of horse-racing and notmuch acquainted with horses), on the dispute between theadvocates of the thoroughbred

and those of the Arab,to be given after careful consideration and according tothe lessons of history and the experience of men whoknow. There would soon be a very different opinionabroad. If the proposed ecclesiastic agreed to ride inorder to have a more satisfactory test, I think he wouldprefer to trust himself outside an Arab rather than on athoroughbred.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DISPERSAL OF MY PURE STUD            25 But that is not possible. I now set forth variousopinions of many of the newspapers of the day as to myformer book. Press opinions of a book, even whenfavourable, do not always bear conclusively upon thediscussion entered upon in that particular book. ThePress, for example, might praise a book on biology as ofunexampled cleverness or as deeply interesting, and yetstate that the author was wrong from beginning to end.But here the Press statements happen to show directlythat the author is right, not by their praise of his book,but of the Arab horse, the particular subject-matter whichthe book praises, and therefore I feel justified in citingthem as authorities in the Arab's favour. I

trust thatfarmers and country gentlemen who breed horses willrecognize the force of these opinions. They cannot allbe wrong. A farmer's son may scoff at Job and say, " Ohis is only one !" ; but when almost thousands are broughtbefore him, who say the very same, he will do sad injusticeto our modern education system if he does not pay someconsideraticn to the matter. PRESS OPINIONS OF MY PREVIOUS BOOK Pall Mali Gazette.—" The author has done a goodservice." South Australian Register.—" An earnest, interestingwork." Leeds Mercury.—" The author abundantly proves thatdeterioration of thoroughbred horses exists to an alarmingextent." The Scotsman.—" The book merits earnest attention." Glasgow Herald.—" It is to be hoped that the bookwill be

carefully read." The Sporting Times.—" No horse in the world is as goodfor pig-sticking purposes."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 26                       THE ARAB HORSE The Australasian.—" The book cannot fail to be bothinstructive and interesting." The Yorkshire Post.—" lts lessons are worthy of note.There is abundant evidence of the value of a good Arabstrain." Bulletin.—" The old judge has not lost his trick ofvigorous language." Morning Post.—" This book will enable horse-breedersto understand the value of the Arab." Dundee Advertiser.—" The book is well worth study, forthe time has come to revert to the pure Arab." Field.—" A case of great strength, both against thethoroughbred and in favour of the Arab." South Australian Advertiser (London Correspondent).—" The book contains a great deal of sound sense." Baily's Magazine.—" The

Arab remains unspoiled, andif Sir James can induce colonial breeders to recognize hissterling merits he will have done a service not only toAustralia, but even the Empire." Irish Times.—" A valuable work." Country Life. —" The Arab's docility, constitution,easy paces and hardiness commend him for manypurposes." The Standard.—" Sir James Boucaut forces upon ourattention a state of affairs which is of national and Imperialimportance." New York Herald.—" In Arabia the horses maintainthe qualities which are most useful in war horses, and,indeed, in all horses where gambling is not the mainconsideration." Daily Telegraph (New South Wales).—" There is muchput forward in the book which will take a great deal ofanswering." The Referee, a sporting paper,

admits that Arabs, moreor less pure-bred, can go great distances, can endure great



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DISPERSAL OF MY PURE STUD            27 hardships, carry surprising weights for their size and build,are docile, plucky, and in character better adapted forcampaigning over difficult country than the ordinaryEnglish cavalry remount. Their endurance is wonderful,and so is their power of living and feeding rough. The Sportsman.-—?" There is, however, a certain amountof truth in the existence of the evil which he deplores." The Asian.—" Breeding to the best type of the Arabwill be the best means of checking degeneration, for inArab horses we can get constitution, stamina, stayingpower, good bone, of the very highest quality andcourage." The Spectator.—" And long before the Christian erasuch horses were sought by

horse lovers all over theMediterranean and Western Asia. . . . With Sir James'smain thesis we are in the fullest agreement." Sporting Life.—" One would think that with such avariety of horse literature there was not a vacancy forSir James Boucaut's work. As soon as we dip into thewell-considered volume we are convinced that there wasa vacancy, and that this book fills it." The Sydney Morning Herald.—" The book is highlyinteresting and will prove valuable as a means of pro-moting discussion on the reintroduction of the Arab." Daily Mail (Brisbane).—" Is refreshing reading. Hiswork is valuable to breeders." The Pastoralists' Review.—" In my opinion Sir JamesBoucaut's Arabs are going to shine in Australia, for myexperience is that a man is never called on to take

up hissaddle and walk if his horse has a teaspooiJul of Arabblood in his veins." The Live Stock Journal (England).—" Australianbreeders could not render greater service to themselvesand to the Empire than to build upon a foundation ofArab blood. All men who cultivate close acquaintancewith the Arab find that there is no breed to equal it inreal work. We trust that his (Sir James Boucaut's)



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 28 THE ARAB HORSE teaching may come home to a larger audience than thatin his adopted home." The Western Australian.—" Sir James Boucaut deserveswell of his country in the nrst place for estabhshing astud of pure Arabs accessible to all Australian breeders,and secondly for writing the book under review, which isa warning to our rulers to wake out of the indifferencehitherto exhibited." Daily Mail.—" From personal observation and ex-perience, I have long urged an Arab development of horsestock for every purpose." The Outlook.—" Of all horses he is the most companion-able, not only because he is intelligent and stout-hearted,but on account of his indomitable cheeriness. You travelon other horses but with

your Arab. Of the stoutnessand soundness of the breed, of the ivory quality of theArab bone, there has never been any question, and thesecharacteristics they impart to their progeny." I may add that in February, 1910, I received a letterfrom a gentleman in England previously unknown to me,who wrote me that my former book had twice been readthrough by him, a much occupied lover of horses, andthat he had frequently heard it quoted. Indeed, he says :" My love for the Arab and its derivatives makes the bookprecious to me." The best small, compact horse knownto him is the Connemara Hobby, which he largely praises,and of which he has a stud of the best procurable. Heconcludes by saying that if I would care to have one mareor stallion he would gladly give me a

foal or filly. Whatpraise can be more emphatic than that ?



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER V THE ARAB A LOW HORSE The Arab is a low horse. He is what the old bushmen ofAustralia of the forties and fifties, riders of half-bredArabs, used to term a big horse in a little compass. Theyalways preferred low horses. They knew the craze fortall horses is a huge mistake. You cannot possibly breedfor speed and height without losing other more valuablequalities, as many breeders of thoroughbreds now admit,and this chapter will contain much matter which goestowards proving it. The constant reference to " little "horses and " small " horses shows that the writers usingthose words had been accustomed to big horses—theireyes had been accustomed to size—which made the featsof the smaller horses

appear the more remarkable tothem. Their tastes had become depraved by love of bignessfor bigness' sake. By-and-bye, in a generation or so,people will wonder how they came to be so unwise. Ifyou had offered a stock-rider of the Bush in the fortiesa stock-horse of 16 hands and upwards for stock-riding,he would have considered himself insulted: he would havethought you were laughing at him. In his book, " With the Khirgiz," Lord V. Beauclerksays that Khirgiz ponies, wiry, well-balanced littleanimals from 12$ to 13^ hands high, will climb all day,and their feet will last several weeks' work amongst the 29



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 30                        THE ARAB HORSE rocks. The regulation distance for a race in their countryis thirteen to fourteen miles. The time, thirty-threeminutes for the fourteen miles, seems extraordinarilygood for a grass-fed pony of under 13 hands, and theseweekly races have been held for generations by thenatives at Kashgara. These, ponies for many generationshave been improved by Arab stallions. In the Argus of February 19, 1906, Mr. William Dayis cited as saying that you may get fifty small good horsesfor one good large one, and the former will do well afterthe latter has been put to the stud (i.e., after he is done foras a racer). A good big horse, he says, may beat a goodlittle one over a short course or even at a

mile or so, butat three or four miles a good little one would beat the bestbig one he ever saw. In truth, the small horse seems torevert more to the Arab, the big horse to the Flandersmare. The Times of January 1, 1906, says that :— " A more suitable beast for mounted infantry than theChinese pony is hardly conceivable—docile, easily trained,and easy to mount. The breed was improved by Arabstwo milleniums ago." On November 26, 1906, it wrote :— " In the breeding of all classes of stock where prominentconsideration is given to purity of blood and fineness ofquality, there is a distinct tendency towards diminutionin the size of the progeny, which suggests that size andquality are in a certain degree incompatible terms. Thehistory of the polo pony itself furnishes

proof of thecontention that the maintenance of size is as difncult ofattainment as uniformity in type." Blackwood''s Magazvne for November, 1904, states thatGeneral McQueen, one of the ablest soldiers who evercommanded in the Punjab, rode not a superb chargerwhich would be useless on the rough ground, but a smallpony that could scramble over rocks like a goat.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf r THE ARAB A LOW HORSE                 31 Elder's Weekly Review, on April 26, 1905, tells itsfarmer readers that the type of animal aimed at by allhigh-class breeders who cater for the army trade is a low-set, compact animal, and not the long-legged, high-standing, short-necked 16 hands animal which almostinvariably becomes " a roarer " if turned out to grass,and points out that many horses with silver tubes are to bemet with. The Register of October 23, 1905, informs us that inthe previous September the South Australian Govern-ment received from the High Commissioner of SouthAfrica a despatch requiring about 400 horses for theSouth African Constabulary, the minimum height to bereduced as regards 20 per

cent. of the horses to 14* 1 In the " Horse-trainer's Guide," Mr. Digby Collinswrites that he had seen many good little horses on almostevery racecourse in the kingdom. He recalls the racebetween Stockwell and Teddington, the one big enoughto carry the other, yet the little one had the greatestweight in addition to being a little amiss, and neverthelessdefeated his great adversary after perhaps one of themost severe struggles ever witnessed. Mere formation,he states, must be thrown to the winds, and the characterof the blood carefully weighed. The breeder must esti-mate good looks and formation only for just so much asthey are worth. The folly of going for looks alone isnothing short of madness. It should always be remem-bered that, although no animal

commands so high a priceas the thoroughbred colt of high character, no animal is sovalueless if the reverse. Mr. Collins adds that BayMiddleton and the Flying Dutchman have proved decidedfailures at the stud, yet they were themselves quite unsur-passed as racehorses. In a steeplechase, want of size isno bar to success in the very best company. He saysthat there are on an average some 1,500 thoroughbredcolts and fillies bred every year, out of which there areabout three really first-class racehorses, or one in 500,and some twenty or thirty moderate racehorses, or aboutone in fifty worth keeping in training for the Turf. In



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 32 maintaining that it is wiser to look to blood than tobigness or beauty, Mr. Collins only repeats what theArabs have been saying for several thousand years. In the " Crusades," by T. A. Archer, it is said thatthe pictures of the time show the Crusaders on low horses,their feet almost touching the ground. Baldwin, Kingof Jerusalem, is described as mounted on his fleet Arab,and the writer relates that the heavy horses of the Cru-saders were no match for the swift-footed Arabs of theSaracens. In " Egypt," Mr. F. Barham Zincke says a fair horseis seldom more than 14 hands high : he looks too smallfor a cavalry horse, but it is his great merit to be betterthan he looks. He is very docile, very hardy, and

can gothrough a great deal of work. In the " Persian Gulf and South Sea Isles," Sir EdgarBoehm mentions that he passed a lot of Turkish officersmounted on showy little Arabs, and he says that theArabs are so jealous of their horses that they keep themin the interior at Nejd for fear of the Turks seizing them.Now, as in ancient times, raiders cannot get into the heartof that country. In " Eclipse and O'Kelley," it is stated that in intelli-gence and temperament the Celtic pony compares favour-ably with Arabs. It is usually extremely keen and active,and the skull is like that of a well-bred Arab in its measure-ments. Naturally, that is so, for this pony has a largeinfusion of Arab blood. In " Through Savage Europe," Mr. Harry De Windtwrites that at Tikhonitzka the Cossacks

mounted theirshaggy ponies, which had hitherto wandered freely aroundthe place like human beings, and galloped homewardslike the wind. These ponies have been systematicallyimproved by Arab blood. In "" Hazards of Life," Mr. V. Tweedale states that aGulf Arab is a cross between the big Persian mares andthe smaller but far better bred Arab horses.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB A LOW HORSE                 33 The Saltash Gazette of June 12,1906, points out that thehorses in general in France, Germany and Austria arebetter than those of England, owing to the free use ofArab blood. M. Hornez, the administrator of the horse-breedingestablishment at Har as, in France, reports that in theyear 1905 there were at that place 240 Arabs and 247thoroughbreds. Elder's Weekly Review of May 14, 1905, informsits readers than in Basutoland the Government haveimported nine pure-bred Arab stallions to improve thenative ponies. The Australasian of November 28, 1908, says thatEngland has only just awakened to the f act of her verygreat deficiency in horses for army purposes, and con-

trasts the great interest taken in France and in Germany.In the latter country there were 241 thoroughbreds, 100Arabs, and 220 Anglo-Arabs belonging to the Govern-ment. J. P. Hore, in his " History of Newmarket," says thatnearly all the gold and silver coins of the Iceni bear thefigure of a horse, and that horse-racing may be tracedback to the times of the Romans. He adds that all thesuccessful horses on the Turf from the remotest ageshave been of Eastern descent. The earliest mention ofhorse-races in England, he says, was in the reign ofEmperor Severus (a.d. 210), at Netherby, in Yorkshire,and the horses were delicate Arabs of famous speed andstamina. The superiority of the English thoroughbredhorse, he continues, is only attributable to the Easternblood

introduced and maintained by the Romans. The Mail of January 1, 1905, points out that the Celt,like the Jew, is an invincible proof of the persistence ofrace type. That is a f act beyond question, and extendsto the Arab horse as well as to the Celt and the Jew. Dr. Robert Wm. Stewart, in his " Journey in Syriaand Palestine," writes that the road over the hill was 3



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 34                       THE ARAB HORSE atrocious, yet the little sure-footed animals got overit without accident. H. B. Tristram, in the " Land of Israël," states thattheir horses unhesitatingly " walked up a long flight ofsteps cut out of the road, which was bare and glossy,without any parapet." His horse slipped, with hishaunches overhanging the precipice, where no Englishhorse could have saved itself, but the little animal, after afew struggles with its nose and forefeet, got itself on tothe path again. He tells us how his favourite horse, athoroughbred Arab, with the docility of his race, im-plicitly foliowed the commands of the voice, and allowedhim to traverse his gun between his ears, and, if hedismounted, would stand patiently

till his return orfollow at the word of command. He describes twoBedouins splendidly mounted on the finest Arab maresever seen, with exquisite heads. A party of them pulledup their horses on their haunches within half a spear'slength, and, to try their nerves, galloped among thewriter and his friends, the spears quivering a few feetfrom their faces. In " Mount Omi and Beyond," Mr. Archibald JohnLittle writes that his pony nimbly scrambled over avery dimcult place to the safe ground, but a mule imme-diately behind went rolling down, and was instantlykilled. The pony was absurdly small, n hands 2 inches,so that he feit some compunction in mounting him untilhe recollected that he had bjeen loaded daily with 250pounds of rice and carried his load safely over the

steepmountains. The author suggests that these ponies area survival from Arabs brought into China by the Turkishfollowers of Genghis Khan, of which there can belittle doubt, as for years Arab stallions had been intro-duced there. In " The Nile Tributaries of Abyssinia," Sir SamuelBaker relates that he purchased three horses, a bay andtwo greys, handsome animals, none exceeding 14! hands,and none had ever been shod, yet their hoofs were as hardas ivory. Abou Do rode a grey mare not exceeding



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB A LOW HORSE                 35 14 hands, full of fire and speed, which appeared to beable to twist and turn with the suppleness of a snake.Aggahr was an exceedingly fast horse. His gallop wasperfection, as easy to himself as to his rider ; there wasno necessity to guide him, as he foliowed an animal likea greyhound, avoiding the trunks of the trees and choosinghis route where the branches allowed ample room for therider to pass beneath. On a pair of rhinoceroses charging,there was no time for more than one look behind. SirSamuel dug the spurs into Aggahr, and, clasping himround the neck, ducked his head blindly, trusting toProvidence and his good horse over big rocks, fallen treesand grass 10 feet

high, with the two infernal animals infull chase only a few feet behind him. In " Patriots and Filibusters," L. Oliphant writes:— " We learn that the Circassian ponies possessed greatpluck and powers of endurance, and in no other countrythat the author had ever been in do horses perform suchextravagant feats. Except in Nepaul, he had never seensuch dangerous roads." In " The River of Golden Sand," Captain Gill mentionsthat ponies in Northern China are stout, hardy littleanimals from the Mongolian Plateau, but that they donot come up to the wiry little creatures found in Persia,which are largely Arab. These Mongolian ponies them-selves have Arab blood in them. Of the Tibetan ponieshe writes that they are docile, and never showed theleast sign of temper or vice,

and were as hardy as thepeople themselves. They required no clothing and werescarcely ever groomed. There is little doubt that theseponies have been improved by Arabs. In " Six Months in Mecca," Mr. J. F. Keane writesthat the horses of the Turkish mounted troops are thewell-known hardy little Arabs, good horses at theirworst, never groomed, and hardly shod. The horses hereferred to are doubtless the breed of little Syrian Arabs,spoken of by Stevens in his book, " With Kitchenerto Khartoum," sons of Arab horses and not sons of Arab



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 36 THE ARAB HORSE mares. I cannot think it possible that the TurkishCavalry (except, perhaps, some of the officers) could bemounted on pure Arabs, by reason of the cost. In " Twenty Years in the Near East," A. H. Bearmannarrates how they climbed the Anti-Lebanon, aboutanother 6,000 f eet, and thence descended into the Valley ofthe Baradar, and trotted gaily into Damascus, doing thewhole distance of 125 kilometres in about fourteen hours.After a day's stable, his pony took him back just as easily.The mules were slipping in all directions on the huge,slanting, polished slabs of rock, which constituted thepath, but the pony scrambled like a cat from bottom totop. From that day onward he never again discardeda

horse for a mule on the popular delusion of theirsuperior sure-footedness. The saddle had not been offthe pony's back since two o'clock on the preceding after-noon, and he was slightly off his feed that night, butwas all right the day after. The ordinary Egyptianmounts, he says, are good little beasts. Doubtless theyare mostly Syrian Arabs. Victor Tissot, in " Unknown Hungary," says thatsmall horses of Barbary origin are found along theTurkish border well-suited to the rugged and rockycountries, and furnishing excellent horses for the cavalry.Some of these horses are certainly of Barbary breed, butmore of them from the East. Lieutenant-General Sir Montagu Gerard, K.C.B., V.C.,a wonderful fighter and sportsman, who fought in nearlyall our recent great wars, states

that one lesson he learnedin his campaigning was the great value of the Arab horse.Whilst English and Australian horses got off their feedand rapidly lost condition, the little Arabs would tuckinto any species of food, and start fit and fresh in themorning. He twice shot tigers off a small Arab, and never feitfor a moment that there was any particular risk about it.He says that he rode an uncommonly handy and pluckyArab, who swerved at nothing.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB A LOW HORSE                 37 General Gerard also says that one little Arab did seventymiles in about twelve hours, and was fit and well at theend of it. Arabs are amenable and tractable as dogs.Their reputation for stumbling he attributes largely totheir docility, owing to which they are seldom brokenin or taught their paces, but just simply saddled andmounted. In " The Australian in China," the author tells us thathis pony was small, rat-like, and wiry, and carried himwithout wincing over the stone-flagged pathway, scalingand descending the long flights of steps which led overthe mountains. An article by Thomas F. Dale states that ponies crossedwith Arabs will produce small horses of the best

ridingtype—hardy, handsome, enduring and economical;while, as to feed, the Arab horse can work on far lessstimulating and expensive food than English horses,which is one reason why Arab blood is so valued on theContinent, where economy is more thought of in horse-keeping than it is in England. The Transvaal War, hesays, made a great difference in the prospects of SouthAfrican horse-breeding ; and by the steady importationof horses, especially of high-class Arabs from theCrabbet Park Stud, endeavours are made to improve thebreed. In " A Varied Life," General E. T. Gordon writes thatin the Punjab they forced the enemy to abandon two ledhorses—one a fine dapple-grey Arab, 14-2 hands, soundin wind and limb, a horse of high quality, and one asteady

charger, which carried him well when hog-hunting.The General mentions that he had had a vahr.ble Arabhorse cut down by a boar, which appeared to have hadthe effect of stimulating his love of the dangerous sportafter his recovery. He states further that Sheik Mizaldelighted him with his stable of Arab horses, which showedgreat powers of endurance on long journeys and overrough roads. They worked well on scanty fare and thelightest covering at night against cold.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 38 THE ARAB HORSE In his " General John Jacob," Mr. Alexander JamesShand says that the Beloochees' wiry little ponies, sure-footed as goats, scrambling over roeks and river channels,eluding pursuit, and giving him no little trouble, chargedhome, and twenty-five of the Beloochees were cut down,but the rest were saved by the fieetness of their horses.These ponies are greatly Arab blood. Mr. George A. B. Dewar, in " Memoirs of Sir ClaudeChampion de Crespigriy," says that right cleverly thelittle Arab horses negotiated the ditches. In " On Foot through Kashmir Valleys," MarionDaughty refers to the hardy, sure-footed hill ponies whichthe Syces habitually used on the rough tracks, and inwhich they had such

confidence that they even venturedacross the rickety swinging bridges, feeling certain that,if there was danger, the ponies would be the first toperceive it. In " The Land of Ararat," by a Special Correspondent,the author states that at Erzeroum the horses were small,but strong and very steady. They were high-spirited,and well bred, and noted for their great endurance. Whenparting from his guide, the latter told him that robberswere lying in wait for him behind the hedges. He wentwith him to the river, and then said : " Now you have anopen plain, and your horse is enough for safety. I giveyou in God's keeping." The guide was satisned to trusthim to the speed and purity of his Arab horse. In " Tafilet," Mr. W. B. Harris says that almost thesole remainder of the Arab

origin of the Berbers of to-dayis the fact that they are great horsemen. It is a sightwell worth seeing to watch an old ruffian of the tribegalloping about on his handsome desert horse, with ayouth holding on to each stirrup and another at the tail.The horses are small, wiry, often very handsome, andcapable of standing a great amount of fatigue. In " Travels in the Three Great Empires of Austria,Russia, and Turkey," C. B. EUiot, F.R.S., observes thatthe Turkish horses displayed a good deal of blood. " Their



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB A LOW HORSE                 39 horses, not larger than ponies, galloped as fast as wecould wish, and faster than ever we had had ever beencarried by the heavy horses of Germany." Mr. J. C. Ewart, in " The English Thoroughbred," saysthat Napoleon's famous charger was probably a Barb,and that Strabo, writing in the first century, informs usthat the Libyan horses, though small, are spirited andso docile as to be guided by a switch. D. Clarke, in " Travels in Russia, Tartary, and Turkey,"remarks that a moderately good Cossack horse will goforty miles at f uil speed without stopping. But theCircassian horses are of a nobler race of the Arab kind,high-bred, light and small, and the Cossack acknow-ledges nis

inability to overtake the Circassian. Mr. Elliot Warburton, in " The Crescent and the Cross,"says that smooth turf or rugged rock seemed all the sameto his Arab. He swept eagerly along over hill andhollow, bounding from rock to rock with the ease of agazelle and the mettle of a bloodhound. The path wasso steep and rugged that no English horse with the mostcautious guidance could safely travel in it, yet the boldArabs traverse it at full speed, going at a gallop where itseemed t.oo steep to walk. Once, when day dawned, hefound the Arabs had been sleeping under their horses,who had never stirred a limb for fear of hurting them. In " Algeria," J. R. Morell alludes to Captain Guy deVernon, of the 8th Chasseurs de Cheval, who recorded thathis chasseurs were

mounted on horses of native races,supple, skilful, nervous, bold, untiring, and from 13! to14 hands high. They would go from 15 to 20 leagues,always on the trot or gallop, without resting and withoutunbridling. He had known a Morocco horse, mounted bya native trooper, to travel 125 miles in eleven hours with-out a moist hair or the need of a spur. He describes Barbary horses as being of a moderateheight, head held erect, limbs fine, the pace sure andrapid, and all their movements marked by supplenessand vigour ; never fed except at nightfall, yet it is almost



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 40                       THE ARAB HORSE incredible what toils and labour they will go through.The mares of a good breed are beyond all price, and theirowners constantly refused to part with them to the Frenchfor any consideration. Mr. Gray Hill, in his book on the Bedouins, speaks oftheir surefooted little horses, of the well-deserved con-fidence of their riders, and of the beautiful mare of asheik who rode her with the most perfect commandwithout the use of bit, stirrups, or girths. In " Tibet and Nepal," Mr. A. Henry Sa vage Landorstates that the sturdy Tibetan ponies, short, stumpy littlebrutes, possess most marvellous endurance under circum-stances which would kill most horses. They live onwhatever grass they can find, which is

not much—at bestshort semi-dried blades, which take a good deal of look-ing for before you can see them at all. They have all thequalities of a goat and antelope combined. He has seenthem with a rider on their back go up gradients wherea human being would have great difficulty to go onfoot. Lingi Villari, in " Fire and Sword in the Caucasus,"says that his guide was an immensely fat Mingrelian,whose vast proportions made it impossible for him tomount without a step or a heap of stones ; but that, oncemounted, he would start off at a gallop down the mostdifficult tracks. The horses are wiry little mountainponies, with a distant touch of Arab in them. In " A King's Hussar, being the Military Memoirsfor twenty-five years of a Troop-Sergeant," Major Mole,of the I4th (King's)

Hussars, says that most of his timewas spent in looking af ter horses. He had the super-intendence of a very considerable number of men andtheir horses, and had served in each of the three kingdoms,also in India and South Africa, and on sea voyages. Onleaving the army he was paraded to receive a silver medal" for long service and good conduct," so his experiencewas almost unique. He mentions that the King's celebrated teams of cream-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB A LOW HORSE 4i coloured horses, used for State ceremonies and weddings,all entire horses, were so nervous and excitable that, on asiunmer thunderstorm coming on, every door and windowwas at once closed, and the gas lit all over the stables, soas to deaden the sound of the thunder and minimize theeffects of the lightning flashes. He had been accustomedin India to Persians, Kandaharis, Turkomans, NorthernIndians, country breds, with a few Cape horses, andperhaps half a dozen three-parts Arab bred, which were allmuch smaller and lighter than those we had been accus-tomed tö at home ; but the Arab bred came nearer per-fection in symmetry, beauty, and temper than any horseshe had ever seen, and

they were soon snapped up aschargers by our omcers. The Walers in India were nervous buckjumpers ; theylashed out and jibbed back, and were as frightened asantelopes. It took months to get over this timidity, andin some horses it proved quite incurable. All were moreor less addicted to buckjumping. Most of his servicewas with horses who varied much in disposition. Whathe writes about the nervousness of the Waler is cor-roborated by a letter which I recently received from aDistrict Superintendent of Police in India. It is datedMarch 2, lo.li, and tells me that the writer has read mybook with pleasure many times; that he fmds it verydifficult to get a good staying horse nowadays. TheWaler is fast for a few furlongs, but not much good beyondthat. He adds that he is very

anxious to get a goodArab, and hopes that I can spare him one, or introducéhim to some gentleman who can do so. The author's disquisition on colour may be interesting,as he says their colours gave a very fair idea of their con-stitutions or characteristics, and what a man of hiswonderful experience says is worth noting. Bright chest-nuts and light bays he found invariably high-spiritedanimals, but of nervous, unsettled temperament anddelicate constitution. Dark chestnuts and glossy blackswere hardy, and as a rule good tempered. Rich bays possessed great spirit, b*ut were at the sametime docile. Dark greys and iron greys were hardy and



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 42 of good constitution, whilst light greys were just thereverse. The hardiest and best working horses of allwere roans, either strawberry or blue, which were alwayseven-tempered, the easiest to train, and took kindly toeverything. They were, in fact, just the opposite to arusty black, which gains the palm for pig-headedness. Another curious indication of a horse's character couldbe gleaned from its white stocking. A horse with onewhite leg is a bad one, with two white legs " you maysell to a friend," with four white legs you may trust itfor a spell, but with three white legs you may safely layyour life on it. So, in effect, says Abd-el-Kadir. Iinsert this as being exceedingly worthy of note, comingfrom a clever

man of such long and great familiarity withthe subject. Colonel St. Quinton, writing in Blackwood's Magazine,November, 1909, considers that polo has been spoiled bythe bigger ponies, and is not so good a game, nor does itrequire nearly so much skill and delicate handling, as thedespised old game on smaller ponies, which was muchmore clever and scientific than you possibly can have iton the high horses now accepted, although the actualpace of the game may be faster. In " Modern Argentina," W. H. Kochel states that thebreeding of polo ponies has been difficult, owing to fluki-ness. A dam that has thrown an excellent pony may aslikely as not, upon a second occasion, produce by thesame sire a foal whose stature will eventually exceed thepolo limit by a whole

hand. This comes about by theparents being cross-breds—not of pure blood—and isowing to mixture of blood. Edmondo de Amicis, who has travelled great distancesin Morocco, and written a most interesting book, inter-spersed with frequent remarks on the Arab horses hesaw, speaks of the American Consul riding a magnificentArab, and of the beautiful animals ridden by Courtofhcials, merchants, etc. He says that the horses ofMorocco are so small that middle-size horses seemed



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB A LOW HORSE                 43 enormous. In repose and walking they make no show,but put to a gallop they are quite changed and becomesuperb. At the Polo Ponies Show, in March, 1910, Mr. TreshamGilbey's Animation was of beautiful quality and delightfulmanners, and won the Cup. She has a beautiful mouth,and is extraordinarily quick in starting. Mootrub, thewell-known chestnut Arab, is the sire. Lady AnneBlunt's Berk, a charming bay, with all the characteristicsof the desert-born horse, a beautiful mover, won theFirst Prize. Animation should draw the attention ofbreeders to the value of Arab blood. Several othersuccessful and high-priced playing polo ponies are sons ofthe Arab Mootrub. I know not

what may be the case in England, but Iconsider that my former book has led to a considerableincrease in the number of ponies in use. Certainly, thereare more ponies about than there were.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER VI UNIFORM EXCELLENCE OF ARABS, GATHERED FROMVARIOUS AUTHORS It is very remarkable that continuously all through theages the pure Arab horse has been praised and celebrated,and that he is so still by all who use him, except onlyracing gentlemen. This chapter will give the favourableopinions of great numbers of persons, mostly travellersand military men, who have had excellent opportunitiesof judging, and with a full capacity to judge. It wouldhave been utterly impossible that the Arab horse couldhave been so greatly and universally praised if he hadnot deserved it. Dr. Porter, in " Five Years in Damascus," writes thatthe road ascended an almost perpendicular cliff by azigzag route which

caused him to despair of the horsesbeing able to find footing; but it seemed but play for themto spring up the rugged stairs. It is startling to atravelier when his steed assumes a vertical attitude, orpasses along a precipice brink where a false step wouldhurl him hundreds of feet below. But experience teacheshim to place confidence in his careful Arab, and to ridewithout fear along paths where an English fox-hunterwould deern it madness to risk his neck. Further on, Dr. Porter mentions that, although in dangerof an attack by the Bedouin, and of being plundered,admiration at the Arab horse was the only feeling heentertained. The chief advised him and his party not 44



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  45 to run away, because the raiders' horses were fleet, andour running would give them fresh courage. Dr. Porterwas, in fact, not riding the " son of a mare," but onlythe " son of a horse," and therefore not qualified tocompete with the sons of mares of the Bedouins. In " Persia and its People," Ella G. Sykes writes :— " When the day's march is over, the traveller will visitthe horses, who will neigh softly as he approaches. TheSahib's favourite Arab is very docile, and, when notridden, trots along with the caravan, and comes like adog at call. The Arab's most treasured possessions hereare beautiful mares as tame and docile as dogs. Themixture of Persian and Arab is delightful to ride,

wonder-fully sure-footed, and full of spirit and endurance, andgets much attached to its owner, whom it will followlike a dog." In the " Giant Cities of Basham," the Rev. J. L. Portermentions that ten or twelve splendidly-mounted Arabs,led by two sheiks also splendidly mounted, came uponthem full gallop, their horses leaping from terrace toterrace as lightly as goats across a chasm. He refersagain and again to their " noble Arab horses," " a mareof matchless perfection." They rode along a mere goattrack, now in a rocky torrent bed, now on the brinkof a feaiful ravine, now over a slippery crack of nakedlimestone, now up rude stairs that seemed as if " letdown from heaven itself." He says it was a bad anddangerous path, and his nerve was tried when he foundone stirrup

ringing against the overhanging cliff, whilethe other was suspended over a fathomless abyss. Andyet there are men so ignorant as to say that Arab horsesare useless in a hilly country. Mr. J. P. Hore, in " The History of Newmarket," writesthat " The Duke of Newcastle's horses wanted nothmg ofbeing reasonable creatures but speaking, and the Dukesaid the Barbs were the gentlemen of the horse kind.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 46                       THE ARAB HORSE He bought several Barbs, among them a grey, the mostbeautiful horse he ever saw. The Duke recommended aBarb as stallion, which Sir John Fenwick said would getbetter running horses than the best running horse inEngland." In " Heavy Horses," by Herman Biddel and others,it is stated that the Shaddingfield mares had light hearts,wiry legs, and good shoulders, for the pedigree of theirsire, Stormer, bred in 1774, takes us back in the directmale line to the Darley Arabian, whence came theindomitable spirit that made this stock famous amongthe breeders in Suffolk. From " In a Syrian Saddle," by A. M. Goodrich-Freer (Mrs. H. H. Spoer), we learn that it would havebeen dimcult to

find in England any animal with whomyou could have carried through one tithe of what theirragged regiment accomplished. The lady was mountedon an Arab capable of running the Derby, and you haveto hang on to the precipices there by your eyelids, climbpathless mountains in the dark, descend over solid rockslippery and defenceless, or over shale which disappearsbeneath your horse's feet, when you may be ten, twelve,or even fourteen hours a day in the saddle. She neveronce dismounted ; both horse and rider came back asfresh as they started. A native who had ridden sixtyhours without dismounting begged permission to join theircalvacade. In " My Journey to Medinah," Mr. John F. T. Keane(All Hajj Mohammud Amin) writes that " One fellow attacked by

three others defended himselfwith success by dodging and evading their darts by therapid evolutions of his marvellously-trained horse." In his book, " On Horseback through Asia," CaptainFred Burnaby writes of a tall dark Circassian mountedon a magnificent coal-black Arab, and of some nice-looking horses standing in his host's room.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS 47 Below are a few extracts from a book, published in1887, by Mr. S. G. W. Benjamin, Minister of the UnitedStates to Persia :— " Af ter a fine display of the mettle of these Arabsteeds. . . ." "... I had to lead, mounted on the noble sorrel ArabI had ridden since my arrival. . . ." "... Persian horses are every way admirable andpossessed of great staying powers. . . ." "... In the south-west of Persia there is a considerablenumber of Arabs, and it is to them, doubtless, that Persiais indebted for her very fine breed of Arab horses. Thehorse of Shiraz, called the Shirazee Arabian, is one ofthe finest varieties of this noble stock. ..." "... The horses used in Persia are invariably stallions ;but they are gentle,

and accidents with them arerare. ..." "... The Persians for thousands of years have rearedbreeds of horses unsurpassed for excellence ; this cannotbe entirely the result of accident. ..." He describes the cutting of a passage through asnow drift : One of twenty of the best villagers chargedthe drift at a gallop, and in a second or two nothing couldbe seen but the head of the rider, his steed entirely hidden.He then backed the animal out. The next horsemanrode at the place, and each Kurd foliowed in successiontill finally they forced a passage. In " Our ride through Asia Minor," Mrs. Scott Stevensonsays that Djeinel Pasha had some very fine Arab horses,and she was astonished at the prices paid, in some casesas much as two or three hundred pounds. She continues : "

The path is very rugged, but the horses got onfamously, gathering their four feet close together on aledge of rock, springing lightly across a chasm, scramblinglaboriously up a slippery incline, and picking their stepsone by one as they wound around corners so sharplythat the slightest mistake would have sent them crashingto the bottom."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 48                       THE ARAB HORSE In " Princes of India," Sullivan relat es that Timourmarched ioo miles from Adjodin to Ballingi in oneday, and on September 5, 1393, he marched eighty mileswithout a halt, swam the Tigris, and took Baghdad ; andthat the Turkomans have been known to march 1,000miles in ten consecutive days. In " Persia, the Land of the Imauns," Basset tells howhe had to ride a horse, just from a journey of nine para-sangs, a distance of nearly seventy-two miles. TheKing's stables, he says, contained some very fine Araband Turkoman horses. The Turkoman has great powersof endurance, and he considers the Arab Turkoman andPersian breeds among the best horses in the world. In his " Ride

in Morocco," Francis Macnabb remarksthat the horses appeared three - parts thoroughbred.He never met with one which had any faults or ill-temper.They would walk all day without food, and their con-stitution was the hardest in the world. They would eatanything except prickly pears and aloes. He drawsparticular attention to Abd-el-Kadir's magnificent baycharger. This horse, Conrad, created quite a sensation even there,and a dozen hands were stretched out to pat him. Healso mentions a very fine horse of the pure Abda breed. In his book, " The Spell of Egypt," published in 1910,Mr. Robert Hitchens only refers twice to the horse ;on the first occasion he writes of a Bedouin's quickly-step-ping horse, and on the second he says :— " If you have ever ridden an Arab

horse to the vergeof the great desert, you will remember the bound thrillingwith fiery animation which he gives when he sets his f eeton the sand." Walter Keating Kelley, the author of " In Syria andthe Holy Land," was particularly struck with thefine shape of the "trusty horses." " The Bedouin and his horse should be seen together,for they make a noble figure. When the rider is on the



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  49 ground the horse stands by with his tail drooping and hishead down. But, when the Bedouin springs into thesaddle, an electric energy seems breathed into man andhorse ; the rider utters a yell, and the horse bounds forthand makes the air whistle with his speed." Numerous writers have referred to this. These horses, one says, may be trusted with safety onthe worst roads, and their gentle spirit, hardness andintelligence endear them to the traveller, while theirpowers of endurance are most remarkable. He quotesColonel Napier, who had an old grey horse that on morethan one occasion carried him for sixteen or eighteenhours at a stretch without food, and once cantered

fromHebron to Jaffa, nearly fifty miles, without puiling.He adds that at the end of such journeys Arab horsesget only a few hands fullof barley, no bedding, no grooming,and that generally the saddle is never removed. Likeall other authorities he is struck with the surefootednessand remarkable sagacity of the mimals. Baron von Taubenhein, equerry to the King of Wurtem-burg, made a long tour in Syria and the desert in the year1840 expressly for the purpose of procuring brood maresand stallions for the royal stud. His authority onhorseflesh is not to be disputed, and he dilates in a letterto a friend on the excellent hired horses of Syria. In " The Gates of India," Sir Thomas Holdich saysthat Alexander's victories were won by the sweeping andresistless force of his cavalry

charges. . . . He can onlyregard with astonishment Ferrier's record of a ride from" Tarsi " (Parsi) to Herat, at least ninety miles, in onenight. . . . He had been an Anglo-maniac, and no one sohighly prized the splendid action of the English. horse ashe did, but henceforth he set the Arab horse above everyother, and he adds that he speaks from experience ofhis extraordinary performances. I give his own words : " I have journeyed all over Lebanon, Anti-Lebanon, andpart of the desert, on a hired Arab mare eighteen yearsold and scarecly I2| hands high, and I do not remember 4



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 50 ever to have been so thankful to any horse for its goodservice as I was to this. You can have no conception ofthe character of the roads in Lebanon. It is an incessantclambering over rocks, on which the horse has to mountor descend 2 or 3 feet at a step ; the track is sometimesstrewed with loose rolling stones, sometimes it runsjaggedly and unevenly along the verge of a precipice.Marshy places, too, are not infrequent, through which thehorse, sinking almost to its belly, has to labour for halfan hour long, yet over such roads as these it goes onwithout lagging from six in the morning till eight jn theevening ; and I can assert that I could not in the very lastquarter of an hour discover the least abatement of

strengthor spirit in the animal I rode. For many days I never, inthe most literal sense of the words, took hold of the reins."His party visited the Emir's splendid Arabians, andhe remarks that it is only in such stables or at the doorof the tent with the Arabs of the desert that a just ideacan be formed of the Arabian horse. In an appendix to " An Overland Trek from India," byEdith Fraser Benn, her husband writes : " The chestnut Arab, Commandant, which carried meon the first part of my journey from Quetta to Seistan,has now eclipsed that performance by carrying not onlymyself, but the greater part of my kit as well, at theaverage rate of a little over forty-eight miles a day forten consecutive days." I fancy from my reading that the roads there are terrible. He describes the horses

looking at them with inquisitiveattention owing to their European costumes, but theirshyness soon wore off and they came gracefully forwardand yielded their necks to be patted and caressed. Thevaried expression possessed by these horses is not to bebelieved by those who have not witnessed it. He ad-mired immensely several priceless mares, and made anoffer of 10,000 piastres for one of them ; but no tempta-tion would induce an Arab to part with a mare of purebreed, and he could purchase nothing.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  51 In " The Passing of the Shereefian Empire," E. Ash-mead-Bartlett says that he was singularly fortunate inacquiring a splendid Algerian barb stallion, six years old,very strong and fast, and a first-rate jumper. He con-sidered it the best animal he ever owned in any campaign,and he proceeds : " On my return to England it was very sad to have topart with him. . . . Nothing could disturb the peacefulequanimity of his temperament, and he would allow youto use his neck as a pillow at any time without makingthe least effort to rise. ... A more comfortable animalto ride on a long day's outing I have never known, andI have always regretted not having been able to bringhim back to England." It

is Keating Kelly, I think, who quotes a story byLamartine, where a wounded Arab prisoner had his legsbound ; but his horse gnawed the cord which bound him.Lamartine's ston' may not be quite accurately stated, butit shows how deeply seated is the tradition as to the grandqualities of the Arab. Schomberg, in his " Travels in India and Kashmir,"mentions that all the horses which he saw at the royalstables were of Arabian or Persian blood. Some were ofextreme beauty, and excited his warmest admiration,especially a white one, and a bay. They were, withoutexception, of medium size. Edward Gibbon and Simon Oakley, in their book on" The Saracens : their Rise and Fall," maintain thatArabia is the genuine and original country of the horse.There is doubtless much to

support this view. It is recorded that Abu-Obeidah willingly paid twiceas much for pure Arabs as for other horses, owing totheir superior quality ; and Sir John Mandeville, in his" Book of Travels," mentions that it was customary forthe Tartars to present their Emperor with a white horse.He alludes also to the practice of the Tartars to simulateflight, and then to shoot from behind as they are fleeing.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 52                        THE ARAB HORSE Walter B. Harris, in his " Travels in Morocco " (1889),describes the charging, saluting, firing, stopping short,and other wonderful feats in horsemanship, such as turningwhen riding at full speed and shooting directly behind. Dr. Barth, in his " Travels in North Africa," refers tothe excellent and very handsome breed of horses, whichbear fatigue " marvellously." He says that his ownhorse carried him during three years of almost incessanthard work, and speaks of his exalted feeling when mountedon his " noble charger." His mare was known over the whole desert as Bint-el-Ne jineh, and never lay down even aft er the longest day.He says : " Dear old Bint ! Many a stretching gallopdid I

have on her." Dr. Eugene Schuyler says that in Turkestan the Kirghizwill sometimes ride over one or two hundred miles to somefunction, such as a marriage, where races, often overtwelve, fifteen, or twenty miles, are the main feature ofthe feast. The horses are wiry and enduring, and showtruly wonderful qualities in these long races. At Oren-burg he saw one race when thirteen miles were run intwenty-nine minutes and thirty seconds. He adds that the Turkoman horses are of purer breedand more like the Arab than the Kirghiz, and capable ofundergoing any amount of fatigue and hardship. Mr. J. F. Fraser, in his " Pictures from the Balkans,"mentions that he had an escort of fine horses, with morethan a touch of Arab blood, and no man could have beencloser

friends of the Turkish soldiers than their horses.Whenever there was a halt and the soldier rested, hishorse was close to him, having his nose patted and beingtalked to. Field-Marshal Sir Evelyn Wood, in the Indian Mutiny,bought a short-backed, well-bred chestnut Arab for ?110,which was, he says, the cheapest horse he ever possessed.In eleven months he carried him nearly 5,000 miles. Theynamed him " the Pig," for he would eat any food within



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  53 reach, from milk out of a saucer to raspberry jam. Hewas fast, and once, when chased by Gwalior horsemen,after fieeing 300 yards through the jungle, they came onprickly growth two feet high, which all the others turnedto avoid ; but, as the Gwalior horsemen were too close,he drove his horse at it, and he went over it or throughit in a few bounds. He never underwent such continuousfatigue as once when riding " the Pig " he lost the holding-power of his legs, having been eighty hours without sleep.He had nearly arrived at the limit of human endurance.. . . The Arab squadron outlasted all others. " The Pig "lay down one day when Sir Evelyn dismounted, but heate his food

greedily without offering to rise. On oneoccasion, as the outpost reports showed, he passed frompost to post in a continuous ride of thirty-six hours,covering 110 miles. It really makes one ashamed of one'scountrymen when they scoff at a statement like this bya man like Sir Evelyn Wood. Mr. Gilbert Watson, in " The Voice of the South,"describes an Arab stallion, which stood arching his neck,and flicking at the flies with his long tail, his nostrilsdilated, his coat shining in the sun, and beautiful as apicture. The Cadi had purchased him when a foal,and was greatly attached to him. Mr. G. W. Forrest, C.I.E., in " Sepoy Generals," saysthat General Wellesley, after the Battle of Assaye, wroteGeneral Malcolm to let him have " the grey Arab." Mr. Francis MacCullagh, in his

book, " With the Cos-sacks," writing of the cavalry used in Mischenko's cele-brated raid, speaks of the Caucasians on their gracefulArab horses. One young colonel rode a horse almostworth its weight in gold. Mr. Walter K. Kelly, in his " History of Russia," statesthat the Russians could not keep their ground againstthe Tartar cavalry, as the Tartars had the finest horses. In " Ponies," in 1906, Mr. John Hill states that ColonelHenriques was particularly fond of the Arab, both pure



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 54 and as a cross, for polo ponies. The great success of thefamous Mootrub at the stud is a proof that the Colonelwas right. Mr. A. Trevor-Battye, in " A Northern Highway of theTsar," 1897, says that no clothing is ever put on a North-Russian horse. After coming in steaming hot, he standsoutside in the bitter wind and snow till morning, withoutsuffering from chili or innammation. In " Arabia, Egypt, and India," Mrs. Isabel Burtonstates that at Lipizza, in Hungary, Arab stallions arecrossed with Hungarian, Croat, and sometimes Englishmares ; that at Bombay, at Ali Abdullah's stables, she sawsome perfect colts, which he had by horses imported fromPersia, Syria, and the breeding districts of Turkish

Arabia.Sir Salar Jung lent her a beautiful grey Arab, large,powerful and showy. He had never before had a side-saddle on, but did not seem to mind it a bit. Budgett Meakin, in " Life in Morocco," says that, as inthe days of yore, the Arabs excel to-day in performingthe most dexterous feats on horseback at full gallop,tossing their guns in the air, whirling round their fire-arms without stopping, swinging their long weaponsunderneath their horses, and seizing them upon the otherside. The studs of the Oei Nogli in the vicinity of Bussora,the author says, are valued at 8,000 piastres a mare(about ?660) ; one sold at Acre for 15,000 piastres (?1,250).Colonel Hamilton Smith is quoted as stating that therewas a bet against time, in which an Arab horse at Banga-lore, in the

Presidency of Madras, ran 400 miles in fourconsecutive days in July, 1840. The same offreer givesa still more striking instance of speed and endurance,when Aga Bahram's Arab carried his rider from Shiranzto Teheran (522 miles) in six days, remaining three torest, and then went back in five, after which he remainednine at Shiranz, and then returned again to Teheran inseven. Another horse of the Aga's carried him from Teheran toKoom, eighty-four miles, starting at dawn in the morning,



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  55 and arriving two hours before sunset. Reference is madeto the Turkoman horse as deriving its beauty and goodqualities from the Arab, and to all breeds in Persia moreor less crossed with the Arab, as having great surenessof foot and extraordinary power of endurance. He thenexpatiates on the excellence of the Spanish horses byreason of the Phcenician settlements there and the Cartha-ginians in their invasion introducing magnificent steedsof Numidian, Libyan, and African Arabs. Mr. Philip H. M. Wynter, in " The Queen's Errands,"describes crossing the desert to Suez with a good pair ofmules for wheelers and entire Arabs for leaders. Sir A. Henry Layard, in his "

Autobiography andLetters," says that the Vladika possessed a beautiful Arab,a present from the Pasha of Bosnia. He tells us that inBulgaria they had to cross precipitous mountains by adifhcult bridle-path, and were twenty-two hours in thesaddle. He had three strong sturdy horses, althoughsmall, accustomed to long journeys and little provenderand to carry heavy loads, and when amongst the Turko-mans their guide had to hold his horse by the tail toprevent it slipping down the polished rocks or f all ingover the precipice. Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, in " Residence in Persia,"speaks of the beautiful chargers. " Ellis rode a horseof Turkoman breed, valued at ?250. Sir H. Bethuneleft a large stud to be sold, amongst them three beautifulArabs, valued at ?500 each." In "

Walks in Algiers," G. Leguin states that someof the horses are very beautiful, and that Abd-el-Kadërwas mounted on a magnificent black charger, sometimesmaking it spring with all four legs in the air, and some-times walking for some yards on its hind legs. At Blidahthere is a stud of stallions (DépSt de Remonte), amongwhich are some beautiful Arab and Syrian horses. So long ago as a.d. 1566, Thomas Bludeville mentionsthe Turk, the Barbarian, the Sardinian, the Neapolitan,



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 56                       THE ARAB HORSE the Jennet of Spain, the Hungarian—all of which wereArabs or nearly Arabs—as amongst the most worthybreeds of horses. In " A Tropical Dependency," Lady Lugard tells usthat in Timbuctoo, amongst the possessions of the rich,good horses would seem to have been the most valued,and horses from Barbary would always fetch their price. In " Egypt, Palestine, and Phcenicia," F. Bouet statesthat he had never seen in Malta any but handsome, well-bred horses, even those employed in the most ordinaryand laborious kinds of work. In Egypt he saw splendidhorses. In Samaria he describes the riders as beingasleep by the side of their horses, some of which werevery fine. One white mare

from Nejd was especiallylovely. In " Recollections of My Life," Sir Joseph Fayrer saysthat the King of Oudh sent him a young Arab horse,which turned out a great beauty. He kept him allthrough the siege, and speaks of him as " my gallantlittle Arab." He adds that the Arab is the best cavalryhorse of his inches in the world, which is perhaps thereason why Arab horses find a much better market onthe Continent than in England. The French and Ger-man soldiers desire, he says, a nrst-rate troop-horse; theydo not want a leggy roarer, half as high as a church tower. Mr. Thomas F. Dale, author of " Riding, Driving, andKindred Sports," says that " The reason why foreign cavalry is so much bettermounted than our own, which is the worst horsed inEurope, is because foreign

Governments breed fromArabs, for the Arab horse is the ideal thoroughbred ofthe world, and he will eat and drink anything, as every-one who has taken these horses on long journeys or onservice will know." Mr. Dale refers to the strong motives an Arab has forkeeping the blood of his horse pure—in fact, his life, forone thing, depends upon it.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  57 Mr. Dale continues that the record of the best Arabstrains has been kept in so trustworthy a manner thatfrom long before the days of the Prophet the Arab horsehas been bred closely to acknowledged strains until hehas become the most thoroughbred horse in the world.One proof of this is that he is without exception the mostprepotent of sires. Arab blood, once introduced, is sureto reappear. Mr. Dale sees the Arab type reappear inthe Highland, New Forest, and Exmoor ponies; inhunters in the field ; in hackneys ; in harness horses, andamong race-horses in the paddock. We owe to theArabs a great debt for preserving the priceless blood sopure as they have done. Like our own

native ponies,the Arab is of more value for the qualities he transmitsthan for those he has as an individual. Only the Arabhorses can infuse that quintessence of equine generosity,sweetness, and courage, which make the horse mostavailable for work, for sport, or for war. He says that the readiness of resource shown in thekick back of the Irish hunter at a bank came from Arabancestors. The Arab is the foundation head of bloodstock all over the world, and there should continue to bean inflow of that blood into our horse-breeding stocks,which is advantageous to hunters, indispensable to thehorses of our Indian possessions, and, indeed, to all horsesof the British Empire. A first-rate Arab is most pleasantwhen other horses begin to tire ; he is full of life whenthey are hanging

on your hand. Mr. Blunt's horsesare all of undeniable pedigree, and of typical make andshape. Mr. Dale maintains that the Arab cross has not beenproperly estimated in England, partly because otherhorses often obtain the credit due to his influence, andpartly because he has seldom had a fair trial by theintroduction of horses of true and undoubted pedigree.In addition to those causes there are two others: thedisinclination of Englishmen to try new methods andthe exaggerated liking for big horses. It is curious thatthe very men who advocate large horses should condemn



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 58 THE ARAB HORSE big hounds. Experience teaches us that the small horseis the best for work. He recovers sooner from fatigue,is generally sounder, and of all small horses the Arab isthe king. Of the many Arabians that have been im-ported, the Crabbet horses are those of which we can saythat they are of undoubted pedigree. Almost all horse-breeders, except English ones, have found out the valueof the pure-bred Arab. Crabbet has exported to Russia, toAustria, and to France, where the influence of the Arab asthe best light cavalry horse in the world is much valuedin the breeding of troop-horses. South Africa, Australia,South America have all benefited largely by the importa-tion of Arab blood, and the demand in

South Africa issteadily increasing. The Arab cross is being used withsuccess also in the West Indies, Java, and other partsof the tropics, where the English thoroughbred cross isuseless. In polo-pony breeding the Arab strain has beeninvaluable. The Marwari and Kathiawari horses of Indiashow considerable signs of Arab blood, and offer anotherinstance of the truth that Arab blood can be developedin any direction desired. Some of the very best horsesfor cavalry in India are bred at Junagarh by crossing anArab with selected Kathiawar mares. Walers are cheaperand can go faster than Arabs, but it seems to him the oldstyle of hog-hunting with a gallant Arab was better. In " Eclipse and O'Kelly," the author says that " The horses used for breeding by the Arazah tribes

arenot chosen for size and shape, or for any quality of speedor stoutness, but only for their blood. Tommy Atkinsis a grand fellow, the saving of the nation, always to behonoured and relied on to the last; but he will followblood in a little man to the death with all his heart whenhe will despise a Goliath of coarser fibre." The author is also of opinion that the blood of theDarley Arabian proved so potent because he was a purerepresentative of the oldest and best indigenous breed ofhorses in the world. He says that the Arabian was theoriginal type from which both the Barb and the Turkwere only derivatives, and it was from the East, and not



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  59 from the West, that Ancient Egypt took the best breed,which supports Mr. Blunt, and differs from ProfessorRidgeway. He states, further, that the horse of the Nejd may becalled indigenous. It is different from every other breed,has preserved its excellencies longer, and has had moreinfluence in the improvement of horses all over the worldthan any other. The primeval horse left behind inCentral Asia typified by Prejvalsky's horse is a coarserbreed, which furnished the aboriginal stock of Europe,improved by successive importations of Eastern horses,The indigenous Arabian horse of Nejd suggests many acentury before the Koran was written. It was theSouthern blood in his best horses

which gave William theConqueror his victorious cavalry at Hastings. He goes on to say that an unvarying tradition andaccurate, artistic presentments throughout the centuriesshow the excellence of the original Keheilan, of whichthe Darley Arabian was one. The exact type still persistsin Lord Roberts' famous charger and in Mr. Blunt's pas-tures at Crabbet Park. It is easier to imagine what thetypical pure breed of the Arab was than is the case withany other animal, as its points are so prepotent through-out the record of its life-history. W. G. Fogg, in " Arabistan," writes of a private car-riage drawn by a pair of handsome Arabian horses, andsays that the Syrian horses were sure-footed, intelligentanimals. The party stopped to admire a beautiful iron-grey Arab mare. Her

arched neck, delicate nostrils, in-telligent eyes, and smooth limbs would have turned thehead of a horse-fancier. A Bedouin never parts withsuch an animal, and if she dies the whole tribe goes intomourning. Some of the famous Nejdean breed in theroyal stables at Raidah were the loveliest horses that theauthor had ever seen or imagined: of exquisite elegance,with most intelligent and singularly gentle looks, and legsas if made of hammered iron. He also speaks of a full-blooded Arab which he had seen the day before scouringover the plain like wind.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 60                       THE ARAB HORSE In " Nineveh and its Remains," Mr. Layard relatesthat Ali Effendi, chief of the Mosul branch, was mountedon a well-known white Arab, beautiful in form, and purein blood, but of great age ; and describes the horseman'sgalloping and other feats, as mentioned by several otherauthorities quoted in this book. A young chestnut marebelonging to the Sheik was one of the most beautifulcreatures he ever beheld, with the lightness and eleganceof the gazelle. The party involuntarily stopped to gazeat her. Lofuk was the owner of a mare of matchlessbeauty, on which Mohammed Emin, Sheik of theJebours, assured Mr. Layard that he had seen Lofuk ridedown the wild ass. Lofuk esteemed her

above all theriches of the tribe, and for her he would have forfeited allhis wealth. In his " Russian Campaign against the Turkomans,"Charles Marvin says that the Tekke horse is peerless torace at full speed for ten or fifteen miles at a stretch. Toproceed at a gallop—the usual riding pace of the Turko-mans—uo miles a day for several days in succession is avery common thing. The Persians and the Kurds oftengive 1,200 roubles (?150) for a Tekke thoroughbred.This breed descends from a cross between the Persianhorse and 450 Arab mares, which Tamerlane (one of theworld's mightiest conquerors) caused to be broughtfromArabia to improve the Turkoman stock. The Cossacks, he says, were splendidly mounted onTurkoman horses, but the Tekkes were mounted on

swifterhorses, and the Russian cavalry was inferior to the Turko-man, and still more so to the Tekkes, whose horses ex-cited the admiration of all who saw them. The World's Work, March, 1911, states that " France boasts of only 125 Arab stallions, but their im-portance is considerable, for they give to their getssobriety, endurance, character, and courage. . . . Thirtythousand Anglo-Arabs are foaled every year, and theyare excellent either for saddle or light hamess. TheAnglo-Arab is easily kept in condition, is a good galloper,



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  61 a good hunter, and the officers say he is the very best forlight artillery. Anglo-Arabs are really the saddle-horsesof the nation, and the breeding of these is fostered byracing societies and by the Ministers of Agriculture andof War." In " The Game of Polo," Mr. Thomas F. Dale says : " Eastern ponies are good in proportion as they ap-proach the high-class Arab, and we must judge theEastern pony by what he is rather than what he looks.Many players will get more fun out of good Arabs thaninferior English or Irish ones. The Arab is sound, hardy,of good constitution, but does not go so well as a rule onsoft ground, as he likes to hear his f eet rattle. He iseasy to play, and learns the

game rapidly, and is a boldand rather clever hustler. The clever way in which hewill avoid one heavier than himself, and will shoulderanother off in a close struggle, is worth seeing. " Arabs have been used with varying success, but itshould be borne in mind that many Arabs in this countryare really cross-bred animals of uncertain origin andpedigree, and we know as a general rule that mongrelsdo not make useful sires. The best small pony in theworld is the Burinesa, which is largely Arab." Mr. Eliot Warburton, in " The Crescent and the Cross,"travelling in Syria, speaks of " galloping on a spiritedlittle Barb "; of being " mounted on a fine horse ownedby the Sheik "; and being " mounted on a gallant Barb,sweeping across the desert." He tells of a Bedouinsplendidly

mounted, and of the proud carriage of hishorse. He describes his untiring Arab. It was alwaysfresh and as vigorous as when he started. On one occa-sion he had been just twenty-five hours in the saddlefrom the time he mounted him the preceding day. Inone place he descended a steep path that would havepuzzled a European goat; at another the road woundsometimes along a deep ravine, sometimes over a moun-tain's brow, and was " nothing but a steep and rockypath along which in England a goat alone could be ex-pected to travel." Their horses, however, went along it



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 62 THE ARAB HORSE at a canter, though the precipice sometimes yawnedbeneath their outside stirrup. He writes that he cannot repress his love and admira-tion of the Arab horse, in which the pride and power ofthe Arabs lie. They are noble animals, he says ; no lessremarkable for their chivalrous disposition than for theirstrength and endurance ; gallant, yet docile ; fiery, andyet gentle ; full of mettle, yet patiënt as a camel. Theyare very ferocious towards each other, but suffer thelittle children to pull them about and play with them. The head is beautiful; the expansive forehead, thebrilliant prominent eye, and the delicately-shaped ear,would testify to nobleness in any animal. The withershigh, and the shoulders well thrown

back ; the fine, cleanlimbs, with their bunches of startling muscle ; and thesilken skin, beneath which all the veins are visible, showproofs of blood that never can deceive. The author states that a friend rode his horse fromCairo to Suez, eighty-five miles, in twelve hours ; thenrested twelve, and returned within the following twelve.During these journeys the horse had no refreshmentsexcept a gulp of water once to cool the bit. He assuresus that he had been on the same horse twenty-four hourson one occasion, and for upwards of thirty on another,without any rest or refreshments except once for a halfan hour, when a few handfuls of barley were the onlyfood. In both of these cases the horses never tastedwater throughout their journeys. Some of his youngfriends used to

ride the same horses at a gallop almostthe whole distance—about sixty miles—to Djoun andback over roads that would appear impossible for anEnglish horse to climb. He mentions these instances asof daily occurrence. The horse of the true Nejd breedwill gallop, they say, 125 miles without drawing a thickbreath. The choicest horses come from the remoter parts ofthe desert, and cannot be said to have a price, as nothingbut the direst necessity will induce their owners to partwith them. The Kochlan Arabs are extremely scarce.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  63 I never saw an exception to their docility, high spirit, orendurance even among the hacks of Beyrout and Jeru-salem. In " Travels in the Steppes of the Caspian Sea,"M. Xavier H. D. Heil writes : " Their manoeuvres surpass everything a European canimagine—furious gallops, grace, impetuosity of move-ment—displaying inimitable address, and concluding witha general m?lee which terrified not a few spectators, whiledischarges of musketry and neighing of horses completedthe illusion." The horses were excellent, strong, agile, and of greatendurance. The author often rode a Kalmuck horseeighteen and even twenty-five leagues without once dis-mounting. These horses are small,

but of astonishingspirit and bottom. It has often been ascertained by theImperial garrisons that Circassian marauders have gotover twenty-five or even thirty leagues of grounu in anight. In " The Land of the Lion and Sun," C. J. Wells saysthat Pierson, with wet eyes, told him of the death of hishorse: a 14-hands pure-bred Arab, with a large scar of aspear-wound a foot long on his shoulder. otherwise per-fect, of angelic temper, but small, as all Arabs are. Hismuzzle almost touched his chest as he arched his neck,and his action was very high, yet easy. He seemed anaristocrat compared to the rest. His thin and fine maneand tail were like silk. He had a chestnut Arab tenyears, which never had to be struck or spurred. A pres-sure of the knee and a shake of the rein would

make himfly to his utmost. He was fast, and, small as he was, hecarried his 12 stone comfortably. As a ladies' horsehe was perfect, having a beautiful mouth, while hefoliowed like a dog, and nothing startled him or madehim shy. He states that the horses of North Persia are the Turko-man, and are tall, ungainly animals, sometimes over16 hands, but they will get over 100 miles a day at a jog



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 64                        THE ARAB HORSE or loose canter, and will keep it up for ten days. Theyhave been constantly crossed with Arabs, the Gulf Arabs,so-called because they are shipped from the Persian Gulfand are the result of cross-breeding from Persian mareswith the smaller and better-bred Arab. " They are quite f ree from vice, f ast, and with mostof the good points of the Arab. They have magnificentshoulders, and are full of bottom, always Ml of spirit,and willing, their faults being that they are little, deli-cate, and dainty feeders. They are very surefooted,going full speed over the roughest ground or loose stones.The real Arabs are too well known to need description,and are all that the heart could desire, save as to

size.They stand i3-2 to 14/2 hands, seldom more, and costfrom 500 kerans up to anything." The author was ordered to Fasa—ninety miles fromShiraz—and started on a little bay pony, which he didnot think could possibly carry him ; but he went off ata canter, and arrived at Fasa under the stipulated time,the pony seemingly not at all distressed. In " Travels in the East," P. R. Madden says of Arabhorses : " They never He down, night or day. A real Arabhorse is worth from ?300 to ?500. They are so f ree fromvice that it is common to see the Bedouin children playingunder their bellies." The author had ten or a dozen pure mares in a paddockwho used to come down to the manager's children andsurround them, and take bits of grass from their hands,and not one of the

children was ever hurt. Admiral Sir Henry Keppel, who had great experienceof horses, in his " Sailor's Life," says that during theCrimean War, Omar Pasha, almost certainly the greatestGeneral in Europe, mounted him on his (Omar's) favouritecharger,, an Arab, and that he never saw so beautifulan animal.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  65 The celebrated traveller, Madam Ida Pfeiffer, in her" Visit to the Holy Land," noticed " The horse on which the Sultan rode as of rare beauty,a true Arabian. The Emperor's State horses were splendidcreatures, the majority of true Arabian breed. Theirspirited appearance and beautiful pace excited the ad-miration of all. The Arab horses at first sight lookedanything but handsome, but, when mounted, they becametransformed, lifting their small graceful heads with theirfiery eyes. They threw out their slender feet withmatchless swiftness, and bounded away over stock andstone with a step light and yet secure. It was quite atreat to see the horses exercise, and they were compelledto

labour unceasingly from sunrise until evening withoutever receiving a feed during the day's journey. TheArabian horse is the only one capable of enduring somuch hardship." She describes the fearful dizzy road as a flight of stonestairs upon which their good Syrian horses carried themin perfect safety both upwards and downwards. In " Recollections of Siberia," C. H. Cottrell mentionsthat he was told by a General of Cossacks that, if onlyCossack horses had been used instead of camels, theRussians might have reached Khiva in their attack, whichfailed. Mrs. G. A. Rogers, in " Winter in Algeria," says thatthe French officers in Algiers had beautiful horses. Onebeautiful bay Arab was perfect in all its paces, full of life,yet very gentle. The half-stupid looks which Arab

steedsusually put on before starting vanish the instant they areput to their speed. Mrs. F. B. Workman and William Hunter Workmanin their book, " Algerian Memories," teil of an Arabhorseman inclined to try the mettle of his horse againsttheir wheels. They accepted the challenge, and attaineda velocity that no horseman could safely exceed on adescending grade, leaving him behind ; but, when the 5



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 66                       THE ARAB HORSE level was reached, in a twinkling he flew by them like awhirlwind, and they were led to shout " Well done!" ashe passed. In Bannister's " Survey of the Holy Land," it is statedthat " the horses of the East, especially the beautifulbreed of Arabia, are proverbial for their sagacity andattachment to their owners." Zenaide A. Rogozin mentions " In Chaldea " robbertribes of Bedouins from the adjoining Arabian deserts,mounted on their matchless horses, who cross the borderwith a facility dreaded by travellers. In another placehe speaks of their wonderful priceless horses, who are tothem as their own children. In the " Country of the Moors," Edward Rae says thatthe horse he rode was the

Kaid's, a splendid iron grey, aBarb, so powerful and spirited that he feit that he couldhave fled with him to the desert whenever he pleased. Count Henry Krasinski, in his " Cossacks of theUkraine," says that the horses of the Don are small, butextremely vigorous, and proof against all kinds of fatigue,They clear all difficulties of the ground, carry their riderseverywhere with facility, and are content with the mostmeagre fare. He remembered having seen a Persianstallion as white as snow, except his mane and tail, whichwere as black as coal, that excited the admiration ofeverybody, and was purchased at a high price. In " Eastern Persia," Major-General Sir F. J. Gold-smith tells how Zohrab Khan met them with a dozenhorsemen, who went through the usual feats with

theirhorses at a gallop. In " The Blue Ribbon of the Turf," L. H. Curzon saysthat Mr. Singleton, trainer to Mr. Wilberforce Read, hadto come to the conclusion that English horses might begreatly improved by the infusion of a dash of Arab blood,and strongly advised his master to put one of his maresto such a horse.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf ? . ?.? ?? ?' EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  67 In " Mohammed and the Rise of Islam," ProfessorMargoliouth, the author, says that the fortresses of theMohammedans were the backs of their horses, which wereof the noblest. In " The History of the Mogul," T. F. Catron says theEmpire had a prodigious number of horses bought fromPersia, Arabia and Tartary. Those which are bred inIndia are weak and washy. In " Nineveh and its Remains," R. Layard says thatSchloss and his horsemen galloped round them, bringingthe ends of their lances into such a proximity with hisbody that, had the mares refused to fall instantaneouslyback on their haunches, or had they stumbled, he wouldhave been transfixed. William

Kaye, in his " Life of Lord Metcalfe," saysthat General Smith's cavalry, in order to attack AmeerKhan, pushed across the Doab, taking little account ofdistance or fatigue, and that their horses seemed to besustained by the spirit and impelled by the enthusiasmof the riders. In " Across Coveted Lands," A. Henry Savage Landorstates that the Persian post-horse is a most wonderfulanimal. lts endurance and powers of recovery areextraordinary. He rode a magnificent stallion presentedby the Sultan. In " From the Niger to the Nile," G. Boyd Alexandermentions that the Tubus have small ponies, on whichthey are accustomed to travel very great distances, con-centrating quickly, and scattering as suddenly. Theseponies are of Eastern origin, and closely reserubletheBerbers

in type. They come from North and East, andare willing goers. Vicious horses are rare. In otherwords, they have much Arab blood in them. In " Hindustan under Free-Lances," H. G. Keenestates that Thomas, the celebrated free-lance adventurer,mounted on a fine Persian horse, burst out and drove offa party of the enemy who tried to intercept him. His



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 68 THE ARAB HORSE horse carried him 120 miles in twenty-four hours. Itlived for long afterwards in the stable of Sir F. Hamilton,the British Resident at Benares. In " Persia Revisited " (1895), General Sir T. E. Gor-don, K.C.I.E., says that the ordinary Persian horses aresmall, but very wiry and endurable, capable of very longjourneys. The stables of the Shah contain the very bestblood in Asia, and comprise the piek of the finest horses inArabia and Persia. The Prince pointed out to him a well-shaped greyArab, the last winner of the nine-miles race in twenty-fiveminutes. The late Shah had not a single English orEuropean riding-horse in his stables. He had a highappreciation of Arab and Eastern horses, and found itdifficult to

understand what he considered the fancyprices paid in England for racing stock. The winner ofthe 20 miles race did it in 48 minutes 45 seconds, while arace over 13^ miles was done in 27 minutes 30 seconds. Of nineteen races run over this course, the averagetime was 33 minutes 40 seconds. Dr. Scharff, author of " The Irish Horse and its EarlyHistory," stated in Nature, February n, 1909, that themodern Irish horse shows remarkable traces of an Easternstrain, currently believed to be due to the introduction ofSpanish horses. Irish hunters are now much better thanthe English. In "The Land of the Blessed Virgin," Mr. W. S.Maugham says that " Agnador, snorting with pleasure, cantered over theuneven ground, nimbly avoiding holes and deep ruts withthe surefootedness of his

Arab blood. An Andalusianhorse cares nothing for the ground on which he goes,though it be hard and unyielding as iron, and he clambersup and down steep rocky precipices as happily as he trotsalong a cinder-path." The mare he rode was really magnificent, holding herhead beautifully. She carried the heavy Spanish saddleas if it were nothing.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  69 In " A Syrian Saddle," A. Goodrich-Freer says " It would have been difficult to find in England anyanimal with whom you could have carried through onetithe of what our ragged regiment accomplished. Ourtwo grooms had the management of eight animals underconditions which seemed especially designed for theirdestruction, where there was not a blade of grass, andperhaps for a whole day not a drop of water, when theywere ridden for ten, twelve, or even fourteen hours at astretch, with merely an hour's rest, without forage atnoon. Our escort was an ofhcer mounted on a beautifulArab." In " Travels in Three Great Empires, Austria, Russiaand Turkey," C. B. Elliott writes :— " The Bedouins'

horses constitute their chief treasureand happiness, and such animals are worthy the par-tiality they secure. Nothing can exceed the symmetryand grandeur of one of these noble animals. He liesdown like a lamb in the midst of the family, gambolswith the infant Ishmaelite, and displays a degree ofsagacity almost bordering on reason. They travel, asour Sheik informed us, four days and nights withoutallowing themselves more than an hour each morning forfood. Af ter this continuous journey of ninety-six hours,they halt for twenty-four, then resumé their progressduring another such stage of extraordinary length. Inthese long intervals no water is to be found, hence thenecessity for proceeding without loss of time. In answerto our query how the horses bore this f atigue and depriva-

tion of water, the Sheik replied : ' By the special favourof Allah.' " Hungarian steeds one learns to appreciate highly fortheir speed and ease. There are several stud-farms withpure-bred Arabs." In " Across Persia," E. Crawshay Williams says thatall their retinue rode horses which answered perfectly tothe popular conception of the " Arab Steed." The Khan'sson and another man, armed as if for a campaign, were



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 70                       THE ARAB HORSE both mounted on the same horse, which did not seem inthe least af?ected by its doublé load. In " Russian, Japanese, and Chunchuse," ErnestBrindle says that the Chunchuse, being splendid horse-men, well-mounted on the best ponies procurable on thehills and plains of Manchuria, make admirable irregulars,and became to the Russian troops formidable enemies;galloping their hardy game little native ponies, at thehighest speed, they would swoop down upon the railway. Colonel J. P. Robertson, author of " Personal Adven-tures," says that during the Indian Mutiny he took theofficers commanding the troops to the horses picketed inthe open, 500 well-bred Arabs, thoroughly and perfectlyf ree

from vice, which is a characteristic of Arab horses.They soon took to their new masters. Her late Majesty wrote :— " As to the horses which I ride, I have got two darlings,both of them quite perfect in every sense of the word :very handsome, full of spirit, delightfully easy-goers, veryquiet, and never shying at anything—the one Irish, theother smaller—a dark chestnut with a beautiful littleArabian head " (" Letters of Queen Victoria "). Mr. Home Davenport, a celebrated breeder, in anarticle in Country Life in America, August, 1906, writes:—? " Our thoroughbreds are tender as hothouse plants, andso nervous and ill-tempered that half of them kill theirown chances, thrashing about at the post." Compared, he says, with the average plater, leggy,weedy, or tucked up in the flank, or crook-

legged, or cat-hammed, with but here and there a saving good point,the Arab is compact, yet generous of mould, formed equallyfor speed and strength, with deep, swelling chest, lengtheverywhere that length counts, and with, above all, powerto work all the exquisite mechanism to the very limit ofendurance. Then he continues :— " The Arab is the best and biggest horse of his inchesin the world. His heart is in the right place, and is, like



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  71 his constitution, so stout that he can not only stay to theend, but come out to race day after day. The weediness,the ill-temper, the lack of conformation in our thorough-breds mean that the old blood has run out. It needsrenewing from the fountain-head: the strain that holdsstill all the vital vigour of sun and sand. If their bloodbe liberally infused through the thoroughbreds, we shallsee a big percentage of each year's colts credits to theturf and their breeders, instead of, as now, a discredit toboth." In " Twenty Years in Persia," Dr. J. G. Wishard tellsus that twenty years ago a splendid riding pony couldbe bought in Kurdistan for twenty-five dollars, and thatthe best horses that find their way to the

capital comefrom Arabia and Kurdistan. G. L. Bell, in " The Desert and the Town," writes :— " The Anezeh mares are the best in all Arabia, so thateven the Shammar seek after tl>em to improve their ownbreed. In front of us rosé the Jebel el 'Ala, apparentlya wall of rock, impossible for horses to climb. I rodewith an aching heart. It was indescribable. We jumpedand tumbled over the rock faces, and our animals jumpedand tumbled after us, scrambling along the edge of littleprecipices, where, if thej' had fallen, they must havebroken every bone. Reshid Agha rode a splendid Arabmare ; her every movement was a pleasure to behold." This is an extract from Church's " Fall of Carthage ":— " Both armies were now on the north bank of the Po.Hannibal's light African troopers, who rode

their horseswithout a bit, were on either wing. The weakness of theRomans in cavalry was fatal. The Carthaginian horsecharged on both wings, and routed their opponents almostwithout a struggle." " The Crusades," by T. A. Archer and Charles Seth-bridge Kingsford, speaks of Baldwin mounted on his fleetArab. The heavy horses of Richard's cavalry, with theirarmoured riders, were no match for the swift-footed Arab



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 72                       THE ARAB HORSE steeds of the lightly-clad Saracens. It was said that El-Adel, hearing Richard had no horse, sent him two Arabsteeds. In " Things Seen in Morocco," A. J. Dawson writes :— " The most gallant beast, the bravest, gamest horseever lapped in hide, Zemouri, munched the last of theTafilet dates, while Deny crunched up his belt a hole ortwo, and comforted himself sucking the stones. He grewthin as a rail, and yet pranced all day like a two-year-old,and carried me where no other horse could when he wasdying." Professor Agton, in his " Life of Richard the First,"says that Saladin's chief strength consisted in the lightSyrian cavalry, largely Arab blood, while the Latinsdepended upon their foot. The Turkish

troops, however,unlike the Christians, with whom disorder was defeat,were easily rallied. They fled only to return to thecharge when a fitting opportunity presented itself.Saladin's Arab cavalry was a torment exactly similar tothat which a traveller endures when a swarm of hornetscircle round his head, buzzing in his ear, and fretting histemper by their continual attempts to sting, for, whenalmost upon the point of the spears, they whirled roundand flung their lances and javelins into the midst of theCrusaders. We also read that the heavily-armed Germans couldnot retreat from the activity of the Saracens, who alwayshovered round them and seized the proper moment andfeil upon them with tumultuous rapidity, sword in hand,and men, horses, and baggage were cast into the abyss. In "

The Princes of India," Sullivan says that ShahJehan, at the head of 100,000 horse, was attended by100 of the noblest rank mounted on the finest Arabianhorses. Sir Charles Lawson, in his " Memories of Madras," tellsus that Colonel Aston " left a favourite Arab horse toColonel Wellesley." People do not leave screws to their



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  73 friends, and I observe generally that writers such as thoseabove cited speak out of the fullness of the heart, and ingeneral are manifestly contrasting the Arab with theEnglish thoroughbred. Captain Townshend, Military Consul in Turkey, says :— " The Anatolian horses are mere ponies, 14'2 or 14-3hands, but they will carry a heavy load for nine or tenhours a day over the worst of mountain paths, and re-quire only about one day's rest in a week. They arelightly built, hardy, wiry, and very surefooted. . . .We came to a broken bridge, with a crack about 2 feetwide in the middle, quite enough to disconcert a heavily-laden English horse, but our country-bred animalsthought nothing of it: just jumped

across in a clatter ofbuckets, cooking-pots, tent-poles, and any other oddarticles which were tied, Turkish fashion, with bits ofstring all over the loads. The horses got down as bestthey could, we watching them as they descended, some-times making long slides all four feet together. If oneof them had lost his balance, he would only have beenfood for jackals; but they all got somehow to the bottom.No English horse could have done it." Mr. Spencer Borden, in America, has recently writtena book on the Arab horse, of which he has made a specialityafter many years' study of the horse in general. Heagrees with Professor Ridgeway's opinion of the Arab'sexcellence, and says that to know the Arab horse is tolove him ; that from an old book which came into hispossession some years ago

it would appear that theArabian horses have always been, and still are, the bestin the world ; and that their blood has been introducedinto common horses from 1,600 to 2,000 years beforeChrist. He states that no horse but an Arab has everbeen found with the courage to face a lion. We havepictures of kings hunting lions on him thousands ofyears ago. Mr. Borden tells us that Catherine the Greathad in the Imperial stud twelve pure Arab stallions andten Arab mares. I have mentioned the high charactergiven to the Hungarian ponies, and Mr. Borden shows



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 74 that they have descended from high-caste Arabs takeninto the Carpathians by the Turks, and he supplementswhat Major-General Tweedie said as to the Arab havingimproved every blood that he has touched, and saysthat the most intelligent breeders have acknowledgedthat superior breeding in horses is generally an accumula-tion of the amount of the Arab blood that they possess. Although Mr. Borden accepts Professor Ridgeway'sstatements as to the Arab's excellencies, he does notaccept so unreservedly the Professor's view as to theArabs having no horses in Arabia bef ore Mahomet. Hesays that for use under saddle, either for pleasure or ascavalry, no horse that ever lived can compare with

Arabblood. A few months ago there appeared, amongst Collins'sixpenny noveis, " A Royal Rascal," which I do not quiteknow how to appreciate. It is from beginning to end anunstinted praise of the Arab horse. All lovers of horsesought to read it. It purports to be the life of an ofncerin the Peninsula War, but whether all is imagination, orsome, and how much ought to be taken as accuratedescription, each must judge for himself. A writer in the National Review for May, 1910, statesthat it is not surprising that a horse should possess couragewhen he traces descent from the Darley Arabian, forcourage is a notable characteristic of the Arab. A German gentleman sent me an Illustrirte Zeitung ofDecember 17, 1908, giving a very interesting account ofthe numerous horse-breeding

establishments in Hungary.Even the Church, the writer says, has taken it up. It isaltogether too long to quote, but descriptions of severalGovernment studs are given, where there are altogether10,000 horses under the Minister for Agriculture, of whicha great number are full-blood and half-blood Arabs.Numbers were imported from the East. The writer con-cludes bis article by stating that " his full-blood stockgain the highest admiration of the world, and his half-bloods are becoming keen rivals of English horses."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF ARABS                  75 The following extracts are from the Australasian ofNovember 26, 1904 :— " The Arab horse has done good service in crossingwith the pony. Mr. A. J. Fisher's handsome and power-ful bay Arab, desert-born, is doing good service. Forthree years in succession his yearlings have carried offthe first prize." On November 28, 1905, Major J. Moore points out thatRussian horses have a large infusion of English and Arabblood. On March 24, 1906, Mr. Wilfred Blunt writes to say that,except where really hard work is being done—hunting orserious journeys—an Arab horse requires no corn at all.He never allows corn to the horses he personally rides. In " The Adventures of a Civil Engineer," C. O.

Burgementions that in India hr kept several horses. TheAustralian Walers, though hardy enough in their owncountry, where he met them later, do not stand theIndian climate well. The Arab is the most reliable, andhas the most staying-power, and possesses good temperin a marked degree. The Duke of Argyll records that the Emperor ofAustria at his Coronation rode a splendid grey Arab. In Harper's Monthly, March, 1910, Mr. Elsworth Hunt-ington writes that the Arabs often ride 300 or 400 milesto the sc?ne of a raid. They have camels to endure thethirst, but they must have horses to use in the finaldash. Dr. Hume Griffith, a resident in Persia and TurkishArabia for eight years, tells us that the Arabs are veryfond of their horses, and " a true Arab horse is a lovelycreature." In a

book published in 1715 on the " Conquest of Syria,Persia, and Egypt by the Saracens," the Rev. S. Ockleygives an account of their customs coUected from themostauthentic Arabic authors, especially manuscripts.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 76 In the Preface he says that the Arabians were a peopleas little taken notice of by the Greek and Roman authorsas could be well supposed, considering their nearness andthe extent of their country. He denounces the Greekwriters for their obscurity on the subject, and complainsof " the lame accounts " by the Byzantine historians. Itis, therefore, no wonder that Professor Ridgeway did notfind much in the classics about the Arabs. But more notable than that is Mr. Ockley's statementthat " before Mahomet's time the chief excellency of theSaracens consisted in breeding and managing horses." One of his most valuable manuscripts was by one AbuAbdollah Mahammed Ebu Omar Alwakidi, " in the in-valuable

collection of that incomparable prelate andmartyr of blessed memory, Archbishop Laud." He relates, as did my former book, the giving of doubléspoil to the riders of pure Arab horses after the Battle ofDamascus, and adds that the Prophet himself had doneso after the Battle of Chaiber. It is asserted in some quarters that Arab horses cannotjump. Now, that is ridiculous. The celebrated MissDillon very recently had a pure Arab mare, not 15 hands,Raschida, which she used in the hunting-field, and wonnineteen first prizes in jumping competitions. It carried13 stone in the hunting field ten weeks before foal-ing. When trained, they make splendid jumpers. Mystallion, Faraoun, jumped a 6-foot post and rail fencethree or four days after he arrived from England, andused to love to jump a

low fence after his grooming.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER VII EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB, GATHERED CHIEFLY FROMVARIOUS NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES If I cited ancients only, then the modern jockey mightpretend that the Arab had died out, and if I cited onlyrecent authorities, then he might say that it was thethoroughbred who had begotten the horses mentioned.If I cited books only, then he might say that the news-paper press of the day could alone be relied upon ; andif I cited the newspaper press, then he might say theywere writing to please their supporters. So I give hima little of all. But 5,000 years—how much more, noone can say—of almost unanimous praise, down to thepresent time, prevents these excuses from being raisedwith advantage. From the

Times, October 2, 1908 :— " At Babolna in Hungary there is an Arab stud claimedto be the largest and most meritorious stud of pure-bredArab horses outside Arabia, and it is of a very fascinatingand interesting character, and the historie breed of Arabis there seen in its original purity, symmetry, and quality.A succession of greys elicited unstinted admiration, andthe large group of mares with foals at foot or in foal werewonderfully uniform in size, type, and character. Col.Fadallah, a distinguished Syrian military man, is soenamoured of the qualities of the Eastern horse that hehas scant toleration for those of Western origin." 77



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 78                       THE ARAB HORSE The following extracts, except where otherwise stated,are from the Australasian :— June 2, 1906 :— " The Welsh pony, Tam O'Shanter, gave one the im-pression that he had thrown back to some strain of Arabblood in his pedigree." December 15, 1906 :— " The best Spanish horses were at one time practicallyArabian horses of high breeding. One hundred and fiftyyears ago the English were importing horses from Arabiaand Spain indiscriminately, and both kinds of importa-tions were called Arabians." On July 28, 1906, Mr. Morrow, a breeder of NorthQueensland, writes : " The Suffolk Punch crossed withthe thoroughbred, then with the pure Arabian, a first,second, or third strain should give us

an animal fit foralmost every purpose. With a fresh infusion of pureArabian blood we may hope to produce something offar greater value than we are now doing. Does ?t notstand to reason that the Arab of Arabia, which has beenbred for thousands of years with the utmost care to doa certain kind of work, must be of superlative excellencewhen called upon, as he is so often in the tribal warfareof the country, to perform journeys taxing his speed andendurance to the utmost ?" January 5, 1907 :— " In France, Arabs have been largely used for manyyears in the Government stud, and their produce, thoughnot as large as the demi-sang, give one the idea that theywould better withstand the wear and tear of a campaign." On May 18, 1907, the Mark Lane Express, which voicesthe

opinions of most horse-breeders of experience, statesthat it has always been a puzzle that there should besuch a demand for such a size in stallions, since an over-sized horse is worse than an undersized one. In anybreed the moderate-sized ones are the most successfulat the stud, both as sires and as brood mares. Theanimals that proved their worth in the trying time in the



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB               79 British Army were Arabs and half-bred Arabs, whichwere little more than ponies. As a rule, the thorough-bred of moderate value is not fit for the purpose : he istoo weedy. As a sire for light horses of general utility—such as buggy horses and horses for mounted infantry—there is nothing that can equal the Arab if the right sortcan be obtained. They have proved their worth eversince Australia was settled. Ponies that seem to fulfil all requirements are theBattak ponies from the high mountains of Sumatra.Captain Hayes describes their handsome heads set onhigh - crested necks, full of spirit and simply balls ofmuscle. The capable and light-hearted way in whichone of these grand Lilliputs

can trot away with a four-wheeled vehicle containing five or six heavy men is asight worth going many miles to see. Battak ponieshave almost entirely lost their original type from fre-quent crossing with imported Arabs. August 31, 1907 :— " Sir Rupert Clarke some years ago used Arab stallionsat Bolinda Vale, whose stock turned out so well that hewished for another Arab stallion to succeed them." November 28, 1908 :— " Mr, C. A. H. Youl is forming a small stud whichrecalls to mind one of the handsomest Arab mares bredby Mr. James Stewart many years ago, mated with PeterWilkins ; the result, the handsome Lady Power, a greatjumper, and a strain of the blood of some of the earlyday Arabs brought to this island is worth having in ajumper." September 14, 1907 :— " The

great Persian travelier, Captain Mark Sykes,states that in Mesopotamia he met Italian ofncers visitingthat country to purchase thoroughbred Arab mares forthe Italian breeding stud, and that, like many otherContinental Governments, the Italian Government hasgreat faith in the Arab strain to produce horses fit for



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 8o THE ARAB HORSE army purposes. They have courage, staying power, andwill stand hard times and hard work that would kill themore showy, upstanding horse which generally realizesmuch higher prices." The French Governmentj official, Charles du Hays,author of the Government Percheron stud book, writes,in the Country Gentleman, August 4, 1904, that theArab was the foundation of Count Orloff's trotters andcoach-horses, as well as of the English thoroughbred ;and he says that everything we have—good, fine, anddistinguished—comes from Arabia, and that he is strictlyin favour of breeding in and in. Major W. S. Maxwell, in the Badminton, August, 1904,writes of a little Arab pony in a boar hunt as round onhis

haunches in a moment—a marvellously quick andhandy pony, who, moreover, is just as keen as his rider.He jinks as quick as the pig, and he not only follows himas a greyhound follows a hare through one jink, buttwo or three more, and the pace is very f ast. The Mail, Monday, October 31, 1904, states the men,horses, and camels of Marwar are alike famous for theirspirit, endurance, and vitality. Evidently, these mustbe Arab. From the South African Register, January, 1905 :— " Mr. Harmiston has been breeding horses from Arabsires. He has some fine young stock, and he had not theleast difficulty in putting the bridle on a young fillyrunning in a good-sized paddock. He rode her bare-backed, got on and off on the offside, sat on her quarters,and then slid off behind, the filly

standing quite still allthe time." The Badminton, January, 1905 :— " Lippieza was founded in 1580 by the Archduke Carl,and its original breed was from the Spanish horse of thePyrenees, which the long Moorish domination hadstrongly crossed with Arab and Berber blood. They havea strong constitution, and develop tardily, frequently



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB               81 retaining their full strength until thirty years old. Threedifferent breeds are kept in Lippieza : (i) Descendants ofthe old Lippieza race ; (2) descendants of pure - bloodOriental race, for which stallions were imported fromthe desert; (3) a crossing between Lippieza and the pureArab. The mortality is extremely small." The Farmer and Grazier of January 20, 1905, gives anAmerican's opinion that, although the Arab horse is onlya pony, yet as regards his general make-up and substance,vigour, resolution, strength, and staying powers, courage,boldness, sobriety, the soundest legs and feet, and hisextraordinary lung power, extraordinary eyesight, goodtemper, tractability, instinct, and sagacity,

and for hissize he is a wonderful weight carrier. Further, it is notuncommon for a pure Arab horse to cover from 125 to150 miles in twenty-four hours, and this without foodor water until his journey is finished. A writer in the Badminton Magazine, February, 1905,says that he was shown the white Arab which KingHumbert used to ride, with beautiful eyes like all goodArab horses, and a condescending manner. The Texanpony is f ar better suited to polo than the thoroughbred.He is a direct descendant of the Spanish Barbs taken toMexico. Over a long distance he would be found lopingcomfortably along with never a hair turned, when thethoroughbred were dead from exhaustion. In turning heis quicker than any horse on earth. Neither does he lackintelligence. He will remain as

cool-headed and keepas close an eye on the ball at polo, and take as keen aninterest in the game, as the most veteran player. Thesaddle ponies thus far produced in America are the resultof crossing imported Arabs on various breeds of nativestock, trotting-bred, plains-bred, or Morgan. The Advertiser in 1905 quoted the Sydney Daily Tele-graph as saying the horse of to-day has deteriorated,and giving many instances of staying powers of Arabstock, and affirming that they are by far the best breedof horse. 6



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 82                        THE ARAB HORSE Scribner's, August, 1905 :— " The horses of Turkestan are the descendants of thosewhich carried Tamerlane and his victorious army fromSamarkand to the Nile, and almost to Constantinople,and from Asia Minor to the gates of Moscow and backagain to Samarkand. They are large, strong, and fat,and full of endurance, showing many traces of Arabianblood. The Turkoman is a born horseman and born judgeof horseflesh. These Turkestan horses have through theages been improved again and again by Arab stallions." From Good Words, 1905 :— " During the first three centuries of our era the pros-perity of North Africa was great. Even in those daysthe Arab horse was renowned and of

considerable value.The speed of travelling then was surprisingly rapid.Tiberius is said to have hastened to his dying brother,covering 200 miles in twenty-four hours." In an article in the Fortnightly Review a writer mentionsthat the horses were the heroes of the journey, although notthe Arab steed of poetry, a lover of which would be dis-appointed by the Syrian creature; but after a while, whenhe saw it piek its way amid endless perils and stones, withnever a slip or stumble which it could not recover from,he would grow to think that steadiness is a finer qualitythan dash. The Syrian Arab is three-fourths pure Arab. According to the Express of October 23, 1905, MarvelLoch, who won the Caulfield Cup that year, had a recentArab sire in her pedigree, Satellite. The Illustrated Sporting

and Dramatic News in De-cember, 1905, stated that Lieutenant-Colonel Heath rodeand drove his forty-five years old horse, Nugget, foaledNovember, 1869, dam an Arab mare, several times fromMelbourne to Shepparton in two days. When musteringcattle, a 100 miles a day did not seem to distress him. From Blackwood's Magazine, February, 1906 :—" The Mexicans said that many of their ponies werecapable of carrying a heavy man, with his two-stone



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB               83 weight of paraphernalia, fifty miles a day for a wholefortnight, with no grooming and only such forage as theycould piek up round their halting at night. These poniesare greatly built up with Arab blood introduced intoAmerica by the Spaniards." The Argus, March 1, 1906 :— " Mr. F. Austin, Mr. P. Kellady, Mr. J. L. Wheeler,and Mr. D. Wind all favour a mixture of Arab blood."On the 5th of the same month it observes that Mr.James Rankin, Mr. G. Maddison, and Mr. J. K. Morrisonare of the same opinion, and on the o,th it quotes H. W.Farrall as saying that no horse approaches the Arab asa sire to produce the horses under discussion. Mr. Joseph Carwardine, dealer in stock, writes

thatamongst his brother's stud of blood mares in NcrthernAustralia were several half-brec1 Arabs, and the residentsof that district agreed that anything with Arab bloodin them had better legs and would stand work betterthan any other breed. The Cultivator and Country Gentleman, June 14,1906 :— " The pure Arabian horse is the only thoroughbredhorse on earth ; the soundest, most healthy, the mostenduring, the most intelligent, the most easily taught,and possessed of a memory that would be wonderfuleven in a human being." The writer bred Naomi toAnejah, a pure-bred Seglawi Jedram Arab. The resultwas a model of perfection, mental and physical. The Ladies' Field, June 29, 1906 :— " The Arab type comes out with startling clearnessin the ponies of the New Forest. The

Arab has a con-stitution patiënt of hardship, and there is enough Arabblood running in the veins of the New Forest pony to makehim a better saddle pony than almost any other breed." The Windsor Magazine, November, 1905 :— " Great travellers have declared that no praise, how-ever generous, does proper justice to the Arab horse.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 84                       THE ARAB HORSE Those who have travelled in the East have enjoyed hiseasy pace, his sure foot, and his tireless activity; haveresponded with pleasure to his affectionate dispositionand ready recognition of gentle treatment; while themodern thoroughbred has lost his original good qualitiesand is deteriorating steadily." Life, November 15, 1906 :— " The Arab is compact, formed equally for speed andstrength, with deep swelling chest, length everywhere;but length counts in shoulders, quarters, arms, with,above all, the impression of power to work all this ex-quisite mechanism to the very limit of endurance. Hehas gentleness of disposition and sweetness of temper,and is the best and biggest horse of his inches in

theworld. His heart is in the right place, and is like hisconstitution, so stout that he not only stays to the end,but comes out to race day af ter day." The Mizza had high-bred Arab mares, and in the even-ing would sit in the inner court amongst them. On one occasion, Layard accompanied a Governmentmessenger who provided him with one horse, and theygalloped day and night until they reached Mosul, in littlemore than fifty hours, a distance of about 250 miles.The Arabs in those districts did not use bridles, butmanaged their horses with halters. The powers of the Arab are nost wonderful. Hisexcellence is in his blood and powers of continuanceunder fatigue, and the true breed may be consideredthe most perfect model in the equine race. RichardLawrence, a highly-educated

man, who gave his entirelife to the study of the horse, every time came back tothe Arabian horse, smaller in size than the cart horse,but far more powerful in proportion to his size. In the Bulletin of January i, 1907, a writer tells howin the early nineties, seeking medical aid for his wife, herode an Arab more than 220 miles in seventy-two hoursthrough heavy black soü in drenching rain.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB               85 Elder's Weekly Review :— " A Kirghiz chief galloped with a Cossack escort (withtwo horses per man) 200 miles in twenty-four hours, aconsiderable part of the distance being mountainous androcky. The horses were a little lame for the first fewdays, but soon recovered." Blackwood's Magazine, February, 1907 :— " Af ter three or four bottles of claret the Nabob would,in the middle of the night, order out his horse and ridelike a madman along the cliffs always at top speed. Ifthe horse he rode—an Arab he had brought from theEast—had not been more like a goat than a horse, hemust have broken his neck in some of these fearsomegallops." The Producers' Review, February 6, 1907 : " The

hardiest horse in the world is the Arab, and heought not to be above 14 hands or at the most 14-2hands." Ladies' Field, April 12, 1907 :— " The American trotter sire is, of course, a horse ofmixed origin, and, even if the first cross is successful,there is always a chance that the second generation maybe a failure, so that his foals should be crossed with anArab. The success of the Continental breeders in pro-ducing useful troop horses is greatly due to their use ofhalf-bred Arab mares." The Barb which escaped from the Spaniards in SouthAmerica quickly established breeds of undoubted merit.The Arabian horse's bone is denser and stronger than thatof any other breed, whilst his muscles are strengthenedenormously by elastic tissue which is interwoven amongthe muscles. Since

it is this which gives him greatendurance and strength, Arabian blood has been a greatimprovement to every breed in the world. The Montreal Herald in 1907 feared that the ancientbreed of Arabian horses to which the British thorough-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 86                       THE ARAB HORSE bred, the American trotting horses, and the Orloff trottersowe their best qualities, was in danger of becomingextinct, but trusts that this fear no longer exists. Thelast ten years has largely increased the number of personswho are disposed to breed the Arab and recognize hiswonderful qualities. Mr. Hernan Hoopes, the celebrated American breeder,writes that at their Stallion Shows about a hundredstallions paraded the town behind a brass band, and hisArab was always put next to the band because thethoroughbreds and trotters would not stand the band.They yelled and fussed so greatly that their grooms couldnot hold them, whereas the Arab did not mind it anymore than if they had made no sound.

Chambers' Journal, October 16, 1907 :— " General Havelock was as erect on his chestnut Arabas if his threescore and two years meant nothing, in astorm of round and grape shot, variegated with musketry,rilling the air with hurtling, hissing noises. The Pastoralists' Review, November 15, 1907 :— " Mr. Blunt crossed Arabs with Suffolks in order toget carriage horses of a fair size, which would do long-journey work of thirty or forty miles a day during hisannual driving tours, with the result that he obtainedthe precise animal he wanted, so excellent and so untir-able that after six seasons driving them he came to theconclusion that they will probably last him the remainderof his days. The Arab-Suffolks are from i5"2 to 15-3hands, with admirable legs and feet. They can trot fromeight to ten

miles an hour and keep it up." Harper's Magazine, January, 1908 :— " There is something very attractive about theseArabian horses. They are spirited, fearless, surefooted,and yet as a rule so docile that they may be ridden witha halter, and are good for a long journey or a swift run.An Arabian stallion satisfies the romantic ideal of howa horse ought to look : arched neck, small head, large



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB               87 eyes, short body, round flanks, delicate pasterns, andlittle f eet. When you see the swiftness and spring of hisgallop, the dainty grace of his walk, you recognize thereal original horse which the painters used to depict intheir portraits." The National Review, April, 1908 :— " In the French operations in Morocco the Spahisprovided their own horses and they mounted themselveson very good barbs, which kept their condition well, andcould move fast when wanted to." The Badminton Magazine, May, 1908 :— " The barb horses are grand riding animals. Theauthoress was once called upon to give up an expeditionor take a flying leap over a chasm 5 or 6 feet wide and30 or 40 feet deep, and her horse

made light work of it." Munsey's Magazine, May, 1908 :— " The gem and pet of the royal stables of the Kaiseris the little red sorrel Arabian mare, called Irene, pur-chased at a great price by the Kaiser as a gift to his onlydaughter. This beautiful little creature is the ideal ofa lady's horse and has been highly educated. She wastaken on Christmas Eve up the steps and into the largehall of the New Palace to be presented to her futureowner." The National Review, June, 1908 :— " The writer objected that at Klangwane ponies couldnot climb between these stones, and they had better walk ;but he was told it would be a foolish thing to trust tohis own legs instead of the ponies, who showed that theyknew how to place their feet a sight better than anyhuman being, and with their reins hanging

loose on theirnecks they plodded up." Cornhill Magazine, June, 1908 :— " All through the centuries the Arab helped on theancient breed by careful mating, always retaining thefinest mares to carry on the priceless strain. Arab blood



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 88                       THE ARAB HORSE was brought to England earlier than the Norman Con-quest, and more than likely that the Romans broughtEastern blood as well. Later, King John, Edward III.,and Henry VIII. were all importers of Eastern blood.Thus, the English horse had no inconsiderable dash ofArab in him when the Godolphin Arabian, the ByerlyTurk, the Darley Arabian, and the Royal mares ofCharles II. found their way to these islands." The Queenslander, October 19,1908, quotes Lord Robertswriting of his Arab horse, Maidan: "I bought him inBombay in 1877. He was a pure-bred Nejd Arab. Thefollowing year I took him to Afghanistan, where he waswith me in extreme heat, cold, and very often with diffi-culties about

proper food for him. But while other horsesfeil off in condition from not getting forage, he main-tained his throughout. I kept him all the time I was inIndia, and in 1893 brought him to England. He attractedgreat attention at the late Queen's Jubilee in 1897.During the twenty-two years he was in my possessionhe travelled with me 50,000 miles and was never sick orsorry. He measured exactly 14*2 hands." Maidan was with Lord Roberts during the great marchfrom Cabul to Kandahar, and twelve years previouslyhe had carried Lieutenant-Colonel Brownlow, of the 72ndHighlanders, who weighed 210 pounds. He was thenshipped to England from Bombay, and stood on his feetwithout lying down during 100 days on the passage toMarseilles, and was unblemished at twenty-three,

when hehad to be destroyed because of a broken leg. In the Garden and Field, South Australia, Mr. I. Selth,a very experienced horseman, advises breeders that theyshould introducé more Arabian blood, as our horses aredegenerating from what they were forty years ago.Speaking from personal knowledge of two mares, onehalf-bred, the other with a good strain of Arab blood, hesays it mattered not how long the journey or how scantthe food, it was next to impossible to knock either ofthem up. The latter carried a man 12 stone fromKadina to Adelaide, a distance of 100 miles, in less than



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf EXCELLENCE OF THE ARAB               89 twelve hours, while he himself rode her fifty miles onan urgent message in five hours, and the mare did notseem the least distressed. A friend of Mr. Selth's, ofgreat experience, once wrote : " The Arab for saddle andlight harness work on a farm is invaluable. He is in-telligent, docile, quick, and graceful in his movements,and useful in every way. He excels all other breeds it hasbeen my fortune to possess." Mr. W. P. Auld, one of Stuart's celebrated band of ex-plorers who were the first to cross the Australian continent,states that in their party was a little Arab to which theyused to trust for any extra hard travelling, for there wasno knocking him up. They used to pile on him bits ofloads from

the others when they were tired, and he usedto go down on his knees to have his loading taken off. In the Emperor Frederick's diary it is stated they hadto ride over smooth slopes of rock and intcrminableloose, rolling stones, and he i'eared every minute that hislittle Barbary steed would loose his footing. But theseclever, tough little animals know no difficulties and nevereven stumble. The Sydney Stock and Station Journal, April 23, 1909 :— " On the birth of an Arab colt of noble breed it isusual to assemble some witnesses and write an accountof the colt's distinctive marks, with the names of its sireand dam. The mares will average at least six times asmuch as the horses, and the Arabs seldom consent tosell the whole of a mare. The Arabs ascribe the goodqualities of the colt

rather to the dam than to the sire." Blackwood's Magazine, September, 1909 :— " The Sikh cavalry is as good as most, and they gener-ally beat us at polo. In 1907, the Patiala team carriedoff the Beresford Cup from the i7th Lancers; and thePatiala Imperial service troops, after a review by LordKitchener, performed a manoeuvre in which two squadronsof Lancers galloped up, dismounted, and threw their horseson the ground, where they lay still, while another



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 9o squadron came galloping up behind and subsided in thesame mysterious marmer 50 yards ahead." The Express, November 20,1909 :— " A party, among which were Mr. Bury and Mr.Gething, last summer tried to penetrate into SoutbArabia, anxious to reach the buried cities in the interior.They got away from Irka with an escort of fifteen menand eight camels, but the caravan was stopped. TheChief Haura would not send them food, and he set a guardover them. Every now and again the Arabs fired potshots at them for amusement ! After five anxious days,the Chief Haura sent them a final letter ordering themto leave his country within three hours. Having livedmainly on jam and biscuits, the prospect of a flightof thirty-five

miles was not a pleasant one. They hadto discard their baggage, for their escort deserted. Thefollowing morning, the Chief said he would send camelsand demanded all their money, which was handed over,and in the evening twenty-seven camels arrived. Shotswere fired at them at intervals. They started on theirreturn journey to the coast, which they at last reachedabsolutely done up."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER VIII ARAB HORSES AS PRESENTS It may be of some interest if I here set forth an accountof a few presents of Arab horses, made to various kingsand nobles at different times, which have happened to berecorded in history, and which may have been given aspart of the terms for purchasing peace after a war. None would contend that any present of anythingordinary made by one person to another in an ordinaryway was in every case evidence of its excellence; but,when we find through all history that presents of Arabhorses have been deemed proper presents to offer to aking, and worthy of acceptance by many of the greatestrulers of the world, it must be taken as proof of morethan ordinary excellence. Besides, givers in the

oldtime would be very careful not to offend a king, whomight cut off the giver's head at a moment's notice if heoffered trash. What made the present of an Arab horseso general was not merely the knowledge of his excellence,but the knowledge that the pure Arab was rare, and theknowledge that it was exceedingly difficult and generallyimpossible to procure a mare. The extreme care whichthe Arabs took as to their breeding and as to guardingand preserving their mares was universally recognized,and those of undoubted pure breed were even in Nejdknown to be comparatively few; indeed, I doubt if 91



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 92 i per cent. of the horses called Arabs have ever been ofthe pure breed, and even in Nejd I should doubt if 20 percent. were so. Hence their value, and the efforts of allpeoples riding horses to procure pure Arabs, and thereasonable certainty that a great and warlike king wouldbe sure to do his utmost to try and secure one. Thefoal of an Arab mare foaled in Nejd would almost cer-tainly be pure, but that could not be always affirmedwith certainty of a foal born anywhere else, even froma pure mare. Xenophon tells us that, at a great feastduring the retreat of the 10,000, Seuthes, a Thracianchief, was offered a white horse, and at the same time ahom full of wine was drunk to him, with the words, " Idrink to you, O

Seuthes, and present you with this horse,on which you will pursue your enemies." Mr. E. H. Parker, in " A Thousand Years of theTartars," says that Meghder Khan (100 B.c), one of thegreatest conquerors of the world's history, sent a presentof Tartar horses to the Empress of China, and the TurkishKhan sent a present of horses to the founders of theT'ang Dynasty, and a number of Persian mares wereobtained by the Turks. Their offspring acquired greatrepute for swiftness about a.d. 1200. In the Woman at Home, January, 1905, ConstanceBeerbohm writes that " a splendid Arab, Ruheil by name,had been presented by the Sultan of Turkey to the CrownPrince." The Advertiser, February 21, 1905 :— " Af ter the taking of Port Arthur, General Stoesselbegged General Nogi to accept

his beautiful Arab chargeras a present, and General Nogi accepted it on behalf ofthe Japanese Army." The Anglo-Saxon Kings were bitten with the craze forracing, whether they derived it from the Roman Con-quest or not. In the reign of Athelstan, the father of



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf ARAB HORSES AS PRESENTS             93 Hugh Capet could find no gift more appropriate thansome " running horses." Alexander, King of Scotland,presented one to a church in a.d. 1121, and his com-panion, which was a gift from Eastern Europe, was keptin the Royal stud at Gillingham. At Hastings, Williamthe Conqueror rode a small Eastern stallion of 14 hands,given hun by Alfonso of Spain. Favell and Lyard, thefavourite steeds of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, were valuedat ?1,000. John imported some from the East, and thegifts of barb stallions to Roger de Belesme, Earl ofShrewsbury, also enriched the Royal stud. Black Saladin was slain by his master at the Battle ofBarnet in April, 1476, to encourage his followers to fightbetter

on foot, and his gravestone may still be seen inthe ground of Warwick Hotel on the eastern BarnetRoad. It was announced by th-^ Daily Telegraph (London)that the late King Edward presented the Sultan with athoroughbred horse. This suggests a most interestingreversal of an order of things which has lasted for verymany centuries, and has probably done more to improvethe breed of horses than any other royal custom. Theroyal mares by their very name recall the ancient pre-cedent by which the monarchs of the East exchangetheir courtesies with cousins of the Western thrones.But these were almost always stallions ; mares were veryrarely given away. No Arab parted with his mare,however unfortunate his circumstances, if it couldpossibly be avoided. High-bred stallions,

however, werethe favourite gifts of Eastern Princes, and of the threeArab sires to whom English racing stock can now betraced one at least had just such a royal origin. The pure Arab type is so persistent, and has alwaysbeen the type of the pure Arabian, that the points forwhich he is famous at the present day are almost pre-cisely those which led Mahomet to lay the foundationsof his famous cavalry in the breed of Nejd. Such wasthe Arab of Mahomet's warriors, and such you may see



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 94 him in Mr. Wilfred Blunt's paddocks at the present day.The Emperor Severus, it is said, brought to Wetherbythe first Arabs that ever trod Yorkshire. That showswhat this Emperor thought of Arabs; but I believe thatArabs had trodden Yorkshire long before. In April, 1532, one Powle received 7S. 2d. for makinga bath for one of the Arabian racers then at Windsor.In March, 1532, " the boy that ran " the Barbary horsereceived a reward of i8s. 4d. In the spring, 1514,Giovanni Ratti took a present of four thoroughbred horsesfrom the Marquis Mantua to Henry VIII. Henry'sletter of thanks to the Marquis is extant, thanking himmost heartily for those " most beautiful high-bred andunsurpassed horses just sent to us." These

we holdhighly welcome and acceptable." The King also had astallion of Eastern blood given to him by the Duke ofUrbino. In 1515, Ferdinand of Arragon, King of Spain,sent to Henry two excellent horses. Sir Thomas Edmonds brought to England, to theroyal paddocks of Newmarket, Barbary horses inNovember, 1617. The Earl of Salisbury presented theKing of Denmark with one of his Barbary horses in1614. In 1623 Buckingham imported a cargo of the besthorses obtainable. It was written of an Arab horse ofabout that time : " So did his horse excel a commonone in shape, in courage, colour, pace, and bone. What ahorse should have he did not lack, save a proud rideron so proud a back." In 1539, the Emperor Charles V. of Spain sent twenty-five beautiful Spanish horses to Henry

VIII. He alsosent to Edward VI. a present of two most beautifulSpanish horses which were received in London onMarch 26, 1550 (mentioned by Bishop Hooper in hisletter to Henry Bullinger). Mr. Hore quotes JervisMarkham in his quaint work on " How to chuse, ride, andtrain, and diet Hunting and Running Horses," printedin 1599, as recommending the courser of Arabia as thebeau-ideal stallion to breed from for the turf, and as being



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf ARAB HORSES AS PRESENTS              95 of reasonable stature, neither too high nor too low—peerless—" for he hath in him the purity and virtue ofall other horses." The Queen had a racing establishmentfor her Barbary horses, which was well replenished withthose noble animals. In " Tunis: Land and People," the Chevalier deHesse Waitegg wrote that " only two years ago thePasha Bey presented the King of Spain with a magnificentArabian horse, and he describes the Bedouins as mountedon beautiful long-tailed horses." The Bedouin Prince Ibn Rishid made a yearly giftof a mare to the great Syrian Pasha, Mohammed Said. " Alexander L, King of Scotland, presented to theChurch of St. Andrews an Arabian horse." The Century

Magazine, November, 1904, states thatancient Chinese records show that about 100 b.c. theEmperor sent to Turkestan for horses which had beenimproved by breeding, which, as we repeatedly read,was of course by Arab blood. In " Horses Past and Present," Sir Walter Gilbey,Bart., tells us that the " Privy Purse Expenses" refer to"the Barbaranto horse" and "the Barbary horse" sentby the Marquis of Mantua. Oliver Cromwell importedmany Arab Barbs. Charles II. sent his Master of Horseabroad to purchase stallions and brood mares, principallyArabs, Barbs, and Turkish horses. " During the firstseventy years of the eighteenth century Eastern horseswere imported in large numbers. There is in existencea list of 200 stallions which were sent to this country, butthat number does not

represent a tithe of the whole." In " The History of Newmarket," J. P. Hore relatesthat the Archbishop of Canterbury wrote in November,1637, that an ambassador had just arrived from theEmperor of Morocco with four valuable Barbary horsesfor the King. He also relates that Cardinal Mazarin presentedColonel^Lockhart, Cromwell's Ambassador at the Court



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 96                       THE ARAB HORSE of France, with four exceedingly fine Arab horses, whichLockhart pronounced to be the finest he ever saw. " The Chronicle of the Cid," from the Spanish, tellsus that the Cid sent a present to King Alfonso of 200horses, saddled and bridled. " The History of the Tartars, Moguls, and otherNomadic Tribes of Asia," has frequent accounts ofpresents of horses made by Kings and Princes to otherKings and Princes. Professor Freeman mentions that af ter the defeat ofthe Saracens in the Taurus in the seventh century, theCommander of the Faithful once more purchased peaceby an annual tribute of 3,000 pieces of gold, 50 slaves,and 50 Arab horses. Layard tells us that the Ruteu-nu took tribute tothe

Egyptians in the time of Thotines III., amongstwhich brood mares are particularly mentioned; andquotes 2 Kings xviii. 23 as showing that horses wereoffered by the Jews to the Assyrian King as an acceptablepresent. They are mentioned as a suitable tribute bythe people of Mesopotamia to the Egyptians. Layard,towards the conclusion of his argument on this, says," It may, therefore, be conjectured that they were ofthe most noble, celebrated breeds." Most certainlynone but the very best would be offered to a king.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER IX ARAB HORSES IN ENGLAND IN EARLY TIMES Arab horses have been for many centuries in England.The Romans undoubtedly brought them over. Someauthorities believe that they were in England long beforethe Romans, and even more surely in Ireland. The Nineteenth Century, June, 1894, informs us thatKing John and Edward III. purchased Spanish chargers,and that the Crusades showed the excellence of the horsesof the Saracens, some of which found their way toEngland, and led to the development of greater qualityin the English light-bred horses, and to the improvementof the heavier type. Fry's Magazine for June, 1910, notices the disappear-ance of matches, it having become a complicated business.The

first match the writer told of was in 1661, whenGeorge Rutherfurdi's Barb ran, which shows that morethan 250 years ago the Barb breed of horses were usedfor racing purposes in Scotland. The Gentlemaris Magazine for October, 1905, statesthat " The Earl has rescued from oblivion the picturesqueEastern pedigree of an Arab horse, Dervish, presented tothe King in 1773." The Country Gentleman recently mentioned that from1780 to 1840 the " English blood horse," known to-dayas the English thoroughbred, was almost entirely of Araband Barb blood. 97                                7



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 98                       THE ARAB HORSE In the " History of Newmarket and Annals of theTurf," vol. ii., we are told that the Spanish match re-sulted in the importation to England of some of the beststrains of Eastern blood possible to be obtained ; also thatSir Thomas Bendish, the English Ambassador at Con-stantinople, in September, 1657, procured some Arabianhorses for Cromwell. In " A Varied Life," General E. T. Gordon tells usthat the British horse received its first cross in the timeof Cassibellamus, and became a compound of those fromevery province from which the Roman cavalry wassupplied; and that an old metrical romance records theexcellence of Richard Cceur-de-Lion's horses purchasedat Cyprus, therefore, probably of

Eastern origin. Mr. W. C. L. Martin, in his " History of the Horse,"says that in our islands the relies of a large species,equalling a cart-horse in stature, are found; and that,whenever fine, well-made horses are seen, they are theresult of repeated crossings with the best breeds of Arabiaor Persia. He adds that the intertropical regions ofIndia are so unfavourable to the horse that the chiefsof Rajpootanah were supplied by Persian merchants withhorses of a superior quality: a mixture of Turkoman,Bokhara, and Arab. Mr. Thomas F. Dale, in Sir Humphrey de Trafford'sbook, writes that all thoroughbred horses tracé back theirorigin to Eastern ancestors, and that indeed all the üghthorses of the world owe much to Arab blood. The race-horse, hunters, hackneys, carriage horses, and even

ournative ponies, he considers, boast some Arab blood. In " England's Horses for Peace and War," Mr. Verede Vere Hunt says, on the authority of Youatt, that theBarb was very early introduced into Great Britain toimprove the horse. In " The Horse in History," Basil Tozer tells us thatthe Earl of Shrewsbury imported from Spain a number ofstallions of great value, which greatly improved the breedof horses in Britain, and from the time of the Conquest



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf ARAB HORSES IN ENGLAND               99 onward the improvement was distinctly noticeable.King John imported a number of Arab stallions, andWolsey's Eastern sires are said to have been among themost valuable breeding stock ever known. Henry VIII.imported the best stallions and some of the best maresprocurable from Italy, Spain, Turkey, and elsewhere. InElizabeth's reign a number of Barbs, also many Spanishhorses descended from Barbs, were obtained from capturedforeign vessels. In Shakespeare's time, the Barbaryhorse was highly esteemed. Blunderville mentions thatfully a century before the Byerly Turk was brought overhe himself had seen horses come from Turkey intoEngland, " indifferentlie faire to the eie tho' not

veriegreat nor stronghe, made yet very light and swift in therunning, and of great courage." About 1617, half adozen Barbary horses were brought to England by SirThomas Edmunds, and the majority of the best ofEnglish mares were crossed with Arabian stallions, anda succession of such stallions was imported throughoutthe early and the Middle Ages. At the beginning of theera of the Saxon Kings, an Arab steed had come to belooked upon as a recognized royal gift. My readers willnotice that in many other countries it was the same. An inscription in the Castle of St. Angelo at Romegives the names of forty-two winners of chariot races inthe second half of the first century, of which thirty-sevenwere Libyan, i.e., Barb or Arab.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER X MR. WILFRID BLUNT AND PROFESSOR RIDGEWAY Mr. Wilfrid Blunt has done more to get the Arab horseknown than any other half-dozen men living, and is aswell known in connection with the Arab as Alexander theGreat was with regard to Bucephalus ; and Lady AnneBlunt, his wife, has written some exceedingly interestingbooks on their travels in Arabia, or the Arab horse, whichI recommend all interested to read. I shall not quoteMr. Blunt at any length, except in respect of a difference be-tween him and Professor Ridgeway which appears in someobservations of Mr. Blunt's in an article in the NineteenthCentury Magazine, concerning a book recently writtenby this celebrated Professor (Professor of Archaeology

inCambridge) on the origin of the thoroughbred horse. This book of Professor Ridgeway's decidedly demon-strates the purity of the Arab horse and his wonderfulexcellence and superiority. I use the word " purity " inits ordinary sense, viz., of a breed which has been bredpure for a very long period, in this case, I believe, for atleast four or five millenniums, for I suppose that nothingexists in this world that is absolutely pure, not evenScotch whisky. I adopt all that the Professor says con-cerning the Arab's excellence. Indeed, many of hisauthorities are quoted in my former book—before his waspublished, I think—and it is satisfactory to me to be sosupported by such a great authority. IOO



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf MR. BLUNT AND PROFESSOR RIDGEWAY 101 Professor Ridgeway gives us an account of the anti-deluvian predecessors of the present horse deduced fromthe fossils—Oro-hippus, Proto-hippus, Hipparion, neo-Hipparion, and other long-named ancestors, et id genusomne. So far as regards Hipparion and these other creatures,and the evidence derived from geology, I yield at once toProfessor Ridgeway, and I would not presume to differfrom him. But, however interesting and however desir-able it is for us to know all about these curious animalsof the distant past, such learning has nothing to do withthe practical part of the subject. No farmer need study, no racing man need bother him-self to read up, the history and development of

thoseantediluvian animals. A racing man would rather knowthat his sprinter could do his mile in record time thanlearn that his sprinter's ancient ancestor in the beginningof the world had five toes; and the farmer would preferto find that his roadster could draw two tons than thathis ancient ancestor had a different-shaped tail from thatof the present horses. My readers can learn from theProfessor's book all about these things if they want tolook it up, and most interesting it is. As Professor Ridgeway is a man of high authority, Ishall quote a few of his statements, taken quite at ran-dom, which prove the supr?me excellence of the Arab,and which of themselves more than jurtify my formerencomiums on that noble creature, for in proving theexcellence of the thoroughbred the Professor

proves stillmore the excellence of the Arab, since without the Arabthere could have been, and would be, no thoroughbreds.All the good which is in the thoroughbred is derived fromthe Arab. It is the wonderful prepotency of the Arabblood which actually keeps the thoroughbred going as arace-horse. Those of the Professor's statements that I



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 102 refer to in themselves negative to a certain extent hiscontention that the Arabs had no horses before the timeof Christ. He gives numerous specific instances of the improve-ment of a nation's breed of horses by Arab stallions, andthen he says that from at least 1,000 B.c. there has beena constant demand in Asia for Arab horses. He says that extraordinary docility characterized theLibyan horse and its derivative, the Ara-b, and he givesinstances. He remarks that the horses of Southern Spain,derived directly from Libya, were noted for the samedocility, and their descendants, the Pampas horses ofSouth America, retain that quality, not one word ofwhich can, I think, be disputed, except that I would say" the Arab

horse and its derivative, the Libyan," insteadof " the Libyan horse and its derivative, the Arab." Mr.Wilfrid Blunt would, I believe, say the same. A notable example of the superiority of Arab blood isto be found in the Landes horses, which were partly Arab ;and, when crossed with the English thoroughbred, theresults have always been bad, but when mated with theArab the results are excellent. The Suffolk Punch was improved by Arab blood. The best " English " horses known on the Continent inthe fiiteenth century were the Irish horses, and they andthe swiftest horses in Homeric days, as also in Rome,were owing really to the Arab. These and other quotations show that Professor Ridge-way's book is full from beginning to end of allusionspro ving the superiority of the Arab, which seem

to me tohave the more value as being written, not so much inorder to prove the excellence of the Arab horse, as linksin the chain of proof with regard to the origin of thethoroughbred horse, and which, therefore, teil much morein favour of the Arab than if the Professor had written



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf MR. BLUNT AND PROFESSOR RIDGEWAY 103 for the express purpose of proving the Arab's excellence,as I confess that I do. It is worthy of note, too, thatthe Professor himself frequently uses the word " Arab "when writing of this horse, although he thinks he camefrom Libya. He is, indeed, from his high literarystatus, a more powerful advocate of the Arab bloodthan I. He writes that the horse, although indigenous in UpperAsia, was not a native of Arabia, and that the testimonyof Erastothenes and Strabo puts it beyond all doubt thatthe Arabs did not breed or even possess horses until afterthe beginning of the Christian era. But, in " A PopularHandbook of Bayblonian Archaeology," F. C. Nortonstates that the horse ran wild, and was

common in Chaldaeaand was often hunted. It was also, he says, domesticatedthere, and, as Chaldaea burders on Arabia, it seems to meimpossible to think that the Arabs would not possess souseful and necessary an animal, frisking about, so tospeak, under their very noses. It is a gratification to me to know that Mr. Bluntdiffers from the Professor's view that there were no horsesin Arabia prior to the time of Christ, and that the Arabsdid not even then possess horses, but that it is the Libyan—the modern Barb—which is the f ountain of all thoroughbreeding. Mr. Wilfrid Blunt supports the view which Iadopted in my earlier book, and has fallen rather sharplyon the Professor for what he thinks his erroneous viewson this part of the question in an article in the NineteenthCentury Magazine

for January, 1906, which is well worthreading. As to the history of the horse since man first used him,I hold that any ordinary English gentleman is as capableas the Professor of forming an opinion as to the time inwhich the Arabians became possessed of horses, and Ithink that Mr. Blunt, by reason of his thorough acquaint-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 104 ance with Arabia, is more likely than Professor Ridgewayto have formed a correct judgment on that point. Mr. Blunt's fame as an Arabian traveller is world-wide.He has lived with his wife in Arabia amongst the Bedouinsfor various periods for many years, and no other Europeanknows as much about the Arabs and Arab horses inArabia as Mr. Blunt does. In the Nineteenth CenturyMagazine, August, 1904, Mr. John M. Bacon affirms thatno more experienced or adventurous explorer ever pene-trated into the Arabian interior than Mr. Blunt. I must, however, remind my readers that, althoughthere is a great difference between the two gentlemenregarding the time of appearance of the Arab horse inArabia, and as to the

real country of his origin, thereseems no difference at all between them as to his longand honourable history and as to his actual excellenceand his wonderful superiority. Both agree that he is un-equalled, and all Professor Ridgeway's f acts and reasoninggo to prove it. It rather seems to me that the real disputeis about a word, a name, not as to what the horse is, butas to whether he comes first from Barbary or earlier fromArabia—a point which I do not propose to discuss, asbeing wholly unnecessary from my point of view. The horse about which I am writing is the same horsewritten of by Professor Ridgeway, known everywhere asthe Arab, which the Professor describes as the origin ofthe thoroughbred, the horse which at various times andplaces has been spoken of for ages as Arab,

althoughoccasionally called Eastern, Asiatic, Turk, Oriental, Barb,and Libyan, but which has always been celebrated, andwhich the Professor himself at times calls Arab. Thisdifference of nomenclature was natural, and, indeed, almostinevitable, but whatever word was used, the same horsenow called Arab was meant. Who ever hears now of aLibyan horse, even in Libya ? He is either Arab or Barb.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf MR. BLUNT AND PROFESSOR RIDGEWAY 105 An Englishman of the seventeenth century, buying himin Morocco, would call him a Barb or Arab indifferently.A Roman of the time of Hannibal would call him Libyan.An Englishman of the fifteenth century, buying him inTurkey, would call him a Turk, or, buying him in Syria,would call him an Eastern horse, and so on. Many ofthese bought in this way were not pure. They weretermed by the Arabs " sons of horses," not " sons ofmares," which means not pure on both sides. The onlyplace where he was reliably pure was Arabia, where hewas bred in Nejd, whence the Arabs would not sell theirmares, and whither the enemy could not come to stealthem. I must point out that several of the

authorities whichI shall quote speak of horses as Arabs which are notori-ously only partly and not pure Arabs. Many Syrianhorses are called Arabs which the Bedouins, the realbreeders of the pure Arab, deny to be Arab, and call" sons of horses." They deny that they are " sons ofmares," i.e., of Arab mares. The sires of " sons ofhorses " may be pure, but their dams are not; the damsmay be of any breed. They are generally admirablehorses by reason of the share of Arab blood which theydo possess, but nevertheless are not pure-bred Arab horses.But the wonderful prepotence and superiority of the Arabblood is seen even in all those " sons of horses," testifiedto by the speed which has been developed in thorough-breds which are only " sons of horses," and not " sonsof mares "—i.e.,

of pure Arab mares—and which couldhave been developed by no other cross. Mr. Blunt, in his article, puts it that the Professor hasinverted the hitherto admitted röle of the Barb, whichwas that he was a breed brought to Barbary by the Arabsin their historie conquests and roamings, and mingledthere with the less distinguished horses of Numidian



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf io6 THE ARAB HORSE antiquity. This inversion, Mr. Blunt affirms, requiresbetter proof than any the Professor offers in the workwhich Mr. Blunt was criticizing. Mr. Blunt contends that Professor Ridgeway's explana-tion has no probability, either local or historical, because thehorses of Egypt have always been despised bytheBedouinsas lacking powers of endurance and that sobriety of diet,especially in the matter of water, which is an absolutenecessity of their desert existence. It is, therefore, Mr.Blunt says, to the last degree improbable that it is toEgypt the Arabs would have looked for the acquisitionof brood mares and stallions. These facts, in Mr. Blunt'sopinion, make the Professor's reasoning quite erroneousto those acquainted with

the physical conditions. Mr. Blunt states further that it is in Nejd alone thatany extreme antiquity of horsemanship can be found ;that no mention of Nejd appears, so far as he is aware,in any classic author; and that there is no reason forsupposing the Kehailan, as we know him, to be otherwisethan indigenous to Nejd. He recommends the Professorto make a better study of that portion of his subjectwhich relates to Arabia if he would establish his theoryon really sound ground, for Professor Ridgeway's facts aremeagre and made to play a part for which they are in-adequate by the ignoring of other facts far better ascer-tained. In the Century Magazine, Mr. Osborn also disagreeswith Professor Ridgeway's opinion that the Arabs neverowned a good horse until they became masters of

NorthernAfrica and secured Barbary horses. It was, he says, byreason of the wonderful excellence of their own horsesthat the Arabs were able to become masters of NorthernAfrica and to overrun all Asia to the borders of China.If the Barbary horses of those times had been as good asthe Arab horses, the Arab men would never have con-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf MR. BLUNT AND PROFESSOR RIDGEWAY 107 quered North Africa. This is what the great Abd-el-Kadir says, and there are other authorities to the sameeffect. The migration was from the East to the West,from Syria and Mesopotamia through Egypt to Barbary,and the horses went with the migration. Dr. James H. Breasted, in his " History of Egypt,"states that it was through the eastern corner of the NileValley that the prehistorie Semitic population of Asiaforced their way across the dangerous deserts, while theLibyan races found entrance at the western corner, andPharaoh's stalls boasted fine horses of Babyion. [Doubt-less these were Arabian, hardly Libyan.] I have referred to this difference of opinion betweenMr. Blunt and

Professor Ridgeway because many men donot trouble to think on such a subject, and if so learned andcelebrated a Professor sweeps away the Arab a? an Arab—a horse of Arabia—the Arab horse itself would to manyminds be swept away also. On hearing that So-and-Sohad an Arab stallion, these persons would be prone tosay : " Oh, nonsense ! there are no Arab stallions, asProfessor Ridgeway has shown." In which they would,of course, be wrong. They would not think about it:they would in their minds sweep away the Arab withHipparion. Miss Flora L. Shaw (Lady Lugard), the celebratedcorrespondent of the Times, in her book, " A TropicalDependency," tells us that the ancient civilization ofEgypt spread from South to North, which supports Mr.Blunt's view, and that of other

authors, because, if Egyptwere civilized from the South, it was only from Arabiathat that civilization, with its horses, could have come,and a vast deal of African humanity is more or less pene-trated with the blood of Arab conquerors.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XI HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA Although it is not a matter of practical importancewhether or not the Arabs had horses in Arabia beforeChrist or before Mahomet, it is a matter of considerableinterest, and I propose to give a few additional reasonsin this chapter for my belief that Mr. Wildrid Blunt isright, and that the Professor is wrong, in this respect.Professor Ridgeway cites the classical authors, Strabo andErastosthenes, as proving that the Arabs did not breedor even possess horses until the commencement of theChristian era. I incline to the belief that the classic historians knewbut very little about the interior of Arabia and com-paratively little of its original history or of the originalhistory of Assyria or Babyion, and that what

they didknow was mostly gossip and hearsay. Even at this daywe know nothing about much of the interior of Arabia.Non-allusion to the horse in Arabia by the classic writerswould prove nothing, and even if they had made state-ments that there were no horses in Arabia I should saythat they rested upon ignorance, because the classicwriters could not get into Arabia, and the Arab horsescould not get out, unless taken out by the Arabs them-selves, owing to the deserts. And classical literature isfull of mistakes, as we now know. The Arabs so guarded their horses, and so protected 108



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA            109 their deserts, that their best horses for thousands of yearshave been kept, I believe, absolutely pure. The inde-pendence of the Arabians rested entirely upon the purityand superiority of their horses, which were quite asnecessary to enable them to escape from their enemiesafter a raid as to enable them to make rapid raids intotheir enemies' country for loot. If their horses had notbeen superior to those of their enemies and of the nationsaround them, they never could have remained a free people. It was the known and undoubted superiority of theirhorses which led the Arabs to their wonderful victoriesall over the world. It was not sentiment which ledthem to keep their mares pure and refuse to

sell them.Although they greatly loved their pure - breds, theirindependence as a people depended on their mares.Their expression that their enemies possessed " sons ofhorses," but not " sons of mares," is an illustration of-this. It was their mode of boasting of the purity oftheir mares, and therefore of their horses derived fromthose mares, and of expressing their scorn at their enemiesfor not being able to get such mares. There was great intimacy and close connection betweenthe Arabs and the nations more or less touching upontheir borders—the Hittites, Moabites, Assyrians, Syrians,Babylonians, Phcenicians, Medes, Persians, Sabeans,Jews, Egyptians, and various other tribes—both in peaceand in war, in trade, commerce, and in alliances, offen-sive and defensive, in battles and

sieges. Most of thesenations were of kindred race—Semites—and all hadhorses, good horses, indeed, but—again I term them so—only " sons of horses " and not " sons of mares." Thefollowing extracts which I have collected show at a glancehow mixed tip, so to speak, all these peoples were, andhow really impossible it is to believe that the Arabs hadno horses.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf iio                     THE ARAB HORSE In a book containing an account of the InterlachenArabian Stud, Fall River, Mass., U.S.A., Mr. SpencerBorden disputes Professor Ridgeway's contention thatthere were no horses in Arabia before Christ, and statesthat Major Upton gives definite information about theArab horse for at least 1,500 years before Christ. Hecites Rollin as quoting from " Diodorus " that Ninus in4000 to 3500 b.c, or thereabouts, had " received powerfulsuccours from the Arabians. His neighbours took thefield with an immense cavalry." Mr. Borden adds that" no number of generations of pure blood superimposedcan make an animal anything better than a mongrel." The Arabs were always bursting out from their owncountry,

and their enemies could practically never getin. They could only attack the fringe of the countrywith any chance of success, and could never hold it per-manently. It is the same to this day. The Arabs,therefore, had safe breeding-places for their mares whichthe conquering tribes of Babyion and Assyria could notget possession of, nor could the Greeks or Romans orany other of the conquering nations, which accounts forthe purity of the Arab breed. The following occurs in 2 Esdras xv. 29 :— " Where the nations of the dragons of Arabia shallcome out with many chariots and the multitude of themshall be carried as the wind upon earth, that all theywhich hear them may fear and tremble." How could the Arabians have come out with chariotsunless they had had horses to draw them ? A

greatnumber of the petty nations referred to in the Bible andin the Apocrapha were more or less Arabian, and theyall had horses, as the Bible shows. It was not thepossession of horses for a few years only which causedthe prophet Esdras to write of the Arab horses in suchemphatic language.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA            in The Times " Historians of the World " states that from1225 b.c. the Arabs permitted or refused passage to thecaravans of the Babylonians and the Phoenicians, andeither plundered them or forced them to pay for safepassage and convoy. Pliny tells us that the Arabs coverthe territory that reaches from the Euphrates to Egypt,and that every man among them was a warrior, and thaton their camels and swift horses they are everywhere tobe seen. . . . Both in attack and defence nothing couldtouch them because of this fleetness of their horses.Pliny's words are worthy of note: " Camels and swifthorses." He would scarcely have used the words " swifthorses " in this collocation of words if the Arabs

had nothad neet horses for a considerable period. He speaks of theirswift horses as a well-known f act and a matter of course. In the *' Naturalist History of the Bible," H. B. Tris-tram says that " Resch," translated in our version" dromedary," really means a high-bred horse, and manyexamples are given. If so, and if the animals translateddromedaries were really high-bred horses, what becomesof the Professor's argument ? I am no Hebrew scholar,but I vote for the high-bred horses. This history tells us also that in pre-Islamitic times thegreat yearly fair and gathering was held at Okad, onlya day's journey from Mecca. It was a national meeting,frequented by men of all conditions from all quarters ofthe Arab Peninsula; and horse-races, athletic games,poetical recitals, and every kind of

public amusementdiversified the more serious commercial trctnsactions ofan open fair. One might well ask how could there havebeen horse-races there in the pre-Islamitic times if theArabs had them not ? The same authority mentions also that in 587 b.c.Nebuchadnezzar led a military expedition against theBedouins of Kedar and the Arab tribes which had settled



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf H2                      THE ARAB HORSE to the east of Palesthie, and that the town of Teredonwas founded by Nebuchadnezzar at this time as a bulwarkagainst the Bedouins and to check their incursions.This was necessary because, as I before stated, the Arabscould get out practically whenever they chose, althoughthe enemy could not get in. Some of the outer countrywas of the richest in the world, with feed everywhere.Much of the inner country was largely barren, and onlythe Arabs knew how to get to where feed and water wereto be found, or had horses with hardihood sufficiënt toreach it. Professor Sayce, for instance, writes : " TheArabian King provided water for the Assyrian army inits march across the desert." The history

goes on to say that Sapor of Persiazealously devoted himself to the task of keeping therapacious Bedouins out of civilized regions, which wasa very senous problem for the rulers of countries border-ing on the desert. Reference is further made to Ammianus Marcellinus,who states that the Arabs covei the territory from theEuphrates to Egypt; that every man among them is awarrior ; and that on their camels and swift, fme-limbedhorses they are everywhere to be seen. It points outthat the position of Arabia between the river valley ofthe Nile, the Euphrates and the Tigris brought the Arabs,who were continually wandering about, into close con-nection with Egypt and Babyion, and that the wanderingherdsmen had need of corn, tools, weapons; the Egyptiansand Babylonians of

horses, camels, skins, and wool.Here " horses " are put first. How can it be maintainedthat these Arabs had no horses ? Startling proof of the difficulty of entering Arabiaappears in an Adelaide daily paper of November 20,1909, which gives an account of a recent attempt atexploration in Southern Arabia by two Englishmen,



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA            113 Messrs. Bury and Gethin, in order to visit the buriedcities known to exist there. They obtained an escort offifteen men and eight camels at the fishing village ofIrka, but they were stopped by the Bedouins the dayafter starting. All their goods were taken away fromthem, they were shot at for fun, were ignominously sentback to the coast, and narrowly escaped with their lives.So it ever was from the beginning. No one could get inwithout the Arabs' permission. The Adelaide Express of March 5, 1910, reports anaccount of another recent adventure with the Bedouinsin unexplored Arabia, given by Mr. Douglas Carruthersto the members of the Royal Geographical Society. Hetold the Society

that during the past quarter of a centuryknowledge of the interior of Arabia had not increased inany way, although it still possessed the largest tract ofunknown country in the world. While watering camelsat a well, the speaker said that he and his companionwere called upon to " stand and deliver " by four Bedouins;and, if they had not had a man of that tribe with them,they would probably have lost their camels and beenleft stranded in the desert. He found at this very wellthe ruined remains of a large Khan caravansera. Sucha building as this, f ar away out in the sterile desert,must denote an ancient prosperity which had long dis-appeared, as, indeed, is also proved by the ruined cities. The Times " History," referred to above, quotes a writerwho says of the Arabs that that nation

were lovers ofüberty, never admitting of any foreign Prince, for,Arabia being partly desert, it could not be subdued, andso Ninus, the Assyrian King, obtained the assistance ofthe Prince of Arabia to invade Babyion, and Ninus sentthe Prince of Arabia back into his own country with manyrich spoils. The same work relates that Alexander the Great, 8



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf H4                      THE ARAB HORSE when at the mouth of the Euphrates, took precautionsto prevent Arabia from becoming entirely inaccessible,since he contemplated making himself master of thatcountry. The Arab horses rendered it impossible forAlexander to carry out his desire, and his early deatheffectually stopped his taking the desired precautions. It also tells us that from 2500 B.c. the Arabs had tradewith Egypt and Babyion, obtaining corn, tools, andweapons from the Egyptians and Babylonians in ex-change for the horses, camels, and skins and wool of theArabs. Where did those horses which the history refersto —" horses of the Arabs "—come from ? It puts theArabs as selling-owners of horses. They could not

havehad them to sell if they had not bred them. Howevermuch the Egyptians at some early period of their historymight have wanted horses, because they had none oftheir own, that could not be said of the Babylonians, whohad huge armies of cavalry. What the Babylonianswanted to trade for was Arab horses—" sons of mares "—which they could not get except from the Arabs.They did not want horses, speaking generally " sons ofhorses." The neighbouring countries were crowded withordinary horses, very excellent horses undoubtedly, butas undoubtedly inferior to the horses of the Arabs : only" sons of horses," and not " sons of mares." We learn from the same source that in 701 B.c. KingHezekiah was shut up by Sennacherib in Jerusalem likea bird in its cage, but that

the town had a good garrison,and Hezekiah had faithful troops and had enlisted anumber of Arabian soldiers. King Hezekiah would havebeen very unlikely to have enlisted Arabian soldiers ifthey had not had horses, and without horses it wouldhave been very difhcult for these Arab soldiers to havegot to Jerusalem to be hired, " shut up " as it was bySennacherib.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA            115 It also says that, thanks to the accumulation of recentevidence, the most ardent partisans of Hebrew recordsnow vie with one another in tracing back the evidencesof civilization in Egypt and Mesopotamia by centuriesand by millenia to 6000 to 7000 B.c. I will not believe thatit was possible that under such circumstances the wholeworld surrounding Arabia could be swarming with horses,and that the Arabs, the cleverest, the bravest, and mostintellectual of all the Semitic peoples, should not haveany in their own country. It would have been a miracle. According to the same authority, the oldest knowncopy of the Bible dates from the fourth century a.d.—1000 years after the last Syrian

records were made andread and buried and forgotten, and the Mesopotamianrecords date back some 5000—perhaps 7000—years b.c. The remains of magnificent structures in Arabia go fartowards confirming what Arab tradition tells us of theglories of ancient times. Besides these, there are otherauthorities, some of which I have quoted, which go toprove the antiquity of the Arabian horse. They are,however, so intermingled with information bearing onother matters that I have not deemed it necessary torepeat them in this chapter. But one authority I mustquote, which I came across after nearly every word of thisbook was written. I have already said that in my opinion the classicauthors knew nothing about the interior of Arabia, so thattheir authority, cited by Professor

Ridgeway, amounts tovery little. The book which has just come to my notice isentitl?d, " The Conquest of Syria, Persia, and Egypt bythe Saracens," by the Rev. Simon Ockley, M.A., Vicar ofSwaresey, Cambridgeshire, 1708, collected from the mostauthentic Arabic authors, especially manuscripts nothitherto published in any European language, many ofthem from the invaluable collection of Archbishop Laud.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE Ii6 Mr. Ockley tells us that " the Arabians were a people aslittle taken notice of by the Greek and Roman authors ascould well be supposed, considering their nearness." Heblames the Greek writers for not giving a just account ofthe Arabians, and quotes the words of " an ingeniousauthor " who was well aware of the imperfections of theGreeks, and who said in his book, a.d. 637, that the Greeksare justly to be censured for their succinctness andobscurity on this subject. In showing the ignorance ofthese Greek authors, Mr. Ockley expressly approves of asaying of the " ingenious author." " What lame accountsmust we then expect from those who compile histories ofthe Saracens out of the Byzantine historians ?"

Mr.Ockley, in short, puts it that those Greek authors whoknew anything about Arabia had too much other businessto trouble to write about it, while those who knew verylittle about it made a mess of their work. He sneers atthe Byzantine authors for their mistaken notions about" that learned, copious, and elegant language," theArabic, which he describes as too difficult for the Greekwriters to understand ; and he says that these had a wantof due information, and therefore a wrong opinion, of theArabians, who before Mahomet's time were idolaters,always a wariike people, seldom at peace with one anotheror their neighbours, and their chief excellency consistedin breeding and managing horses. He returns frequentlyto the Greeks later on in the book, and again denouncesthe

Byzantine authors and " those other writers whohave foliowed them blindfoldin their account of Mahomet."He concludes that, as for Byzantines, their authority inthis matter is of no great weight at all. Mr. Ockley is supported by J. Morgan in his " History ofAlgiers," 1728, who states that Pliny complained of theirinsufficiency, and adds : "As for the Greeks, Pausaniussays their knowledge was little or nothing." To the



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA            117 same effect writes Professor Sayce in his " AncientEmpires of the East." He says : " We must give up ourfaith in the legends of a later age, and must turn fromthe great writers of Greece and Rome as unsafe guides." Mr. Ockley sets out the text of part of the letter men-tioned in my former book, whereby the owners of pureArab horses at the battle of Damascus were given doubléshare of spoil, to which he adds that some were not atfirst satisfied, but upon appeal to Omar he confirmed theorder, as the Prophet had done the same after the battleof Chaiban. After I had discovered Mr. Ockley, I dipped intoProfessor Maspero's " The Struggle of the Nations,"edited by Professor Sayce, to see

if I could frnd anythingbearing upon the dispute between Professor Ridgewayand Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, and I fmd in a note (5) at p. 30that Strabo appears in one place at least to have takenhis information from Aristobulos, whose stories " shouldalways be taken with caution." A note on the samepage shows how credulous was " Monsieur" Aristobulus,who stated that in summer snakes cannot cross the streetswithout running the risk of being literally baked by thesun. At p. 47, Maspero speaks of a great Elamite empirewhose existence was " vaguely " hinted at by the Greeks,and at p. 63 tells us that the Phcenician tradition of theexodus of an inexhaustible population from Arabia wasmisunderstood by Herodotus. These extracts, withoutsearching through the very learned Maspero's

work, goto show that Mr. Ockley and Mr. Blunt are right in notrelying on the Greeks, although one can but think thatmuch more authority to the same effect could be dug outif you deeply dived into Maspero. But it is not necessary ;I have said enough. The Times, in a leading article on November 1, 1910,rerainds us that the Greek dramatists in treating old



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf n8                     THE ARAB HORSE stories never insist upon their ancient and unfamiliarcircumstances, and tells us that it was an Egyptianpriest who said to Solon that" you Greeks are all children;you know nothing of your own past." The article addsthat through their lack of memory they had little senseof the vivid strangeness of the past and none of an oldercivilization than their own. How remarkably theEgyptian priest and the quaint old Church of Englandpriest, and the " ingenious author " of a.d. 637, agreewith one another in ridiculing the statements of the Greekson this subject! Mr. C. M. Doughty published in 1908 an abridgmentof his very great book, " Travels in Arabia Deserta," overwhich he wandered for a great number of

years, and nobook that I know of so plainly reveals the truth and depictsthe interior. Plain facts are calmly stated, and bring home to one'smind as one reads the reason why it was impossible forthe Assyrians and other great conquering nations toconquer Arabia. For many years he was daily in danger of his life, andtakes little note of horses. Incidentally, however, he mentions that the Gulfhorses, bred in the river countries, although of goodstature and swift, are not esteemed by the " inner '-Arabs; that " their own daughters of the desert are worthfive of the other, which are very sure of foot to climb inrocky ground, and are good weight-carriers." He wastold that one of their mares could carry four men. Mr. Doughty's simple tale brought before my mind themost eloquent and

touching wail in all literature—that ofSt. Paul, who had travelled in Arabia. I would I hadspace to insert it (2 Cor. xi. 23). Job's glorious description of the Arab horse a thousandyears before the Christian era, the wail of St. Paul at its



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf <• HORSES IN ANCIENT ARABIA            119 commencement who had travelled in Arabia, and theunspeakable contempt shown by the Arabs for the self-sufficient Englishmen of whom a few months ago theymade targets because they entered into their deserts (soas, however, not to kill them), all bear witness to theArab's unchangeableness. What Maxims and FieldArtillery may do in the future has yet to be learned.Even, notwithstanding these, the Bedouins in December,1910, seized Keran from the Turks and held it for a while.Mr. Doughty tells us that the best brood-mares of pureblood, which are few, are each valued in the Arab tribesat twenty-five camels. He relates that he saw a marestabling herself in the midday shadow of

the master'sbooth, approach the sitters, and put down her soft nose ;they turned their heads to kiss her, till the sheik rosé toscold her away. Wild and dizzy camels are daily seen,but seldom impetuous hoises, and perverse never; themost, he says, are of a bay colour.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XII AN OUTLINE SKETCH OF SOME EASTERN HISTORY Recent research has brought to light whole librariesof the Kings of Assyria, Egypt, Babyion, and otherkindred nations, and their monuments, proclamationsand traditions carry us back eight or ten milleniums, sothat we have better knowledge of the peoples of Egypt,Mesopotamia, and Arabia than we have of the peoples ofthe British Islands in the days of Caesar. We know verymuch more of Nebuchadnezzar and also of Queen Estherthan we do of Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni. A writer in Harper's Monthly, May, 1905, States thatfrom the quaternary epoch the Arabian deserts have beeninhabited, and, in " Monument Facts," Professor Saycesays that an

active correspondence existed in theEgyptian Foreign Office with the Govemors and vassalPrinces in Canaan and Syria, as well as with the Kings ofBabylonia, Assyria, Mesopotamia, and Asia Minor. Hepoints out, for the information of those " very superiorpersons who deny everything," that research is constantlydemonstrating how dangerous it is to question or denythe veracity of tradition or of an ancient record until weknow all the facts. I am not learned enough in thesemodern controversies to hazard a guess as to whether theone Professor would put his brother Professor amongstthe " very superior persons who deny everything," and Iadmire the great grasp and ability of Professor Ridgeway's 120



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf SOME EASTERN HISTORY               121 book ; but, as I said before, I cannot believe but that heis mistaken about horses not being in Arabia beforeChrist. Sir Thomas Holdich, in " The Gates of India,"says that it is always best to assume in the first instancethat a local tradition firmly held and strongly assertedhas a basis of fact to support it. Professor Delitzsch's " Babel and Bible" has a pictureof King Assur-bani-pal (Sardanapalus) at the hunt ridinga most beautifully formed horse, without stirrups, thereins on the horse's neck, and shooting with bow andarrow. There is another picture of the same king lionhunting, thrusting his spear down the lion's throat.Those are almost pictures of the pure Arab horses ofto-day. How many

thoroughbreds would so face alion ? In the " Exodus of Israël," T. R. Birks says that theconstruction of terraces and dykes preserved a supplyof water and soil, and made Yemen centuries before Mosesthe paradise of Arabia, and laid the foundation for amighty empire, which disappeared from the earth whenthe dams were broken through. There is authenticevidence of this, he says, in the inscriptions lately dis-covered. I would ask, can it be conceived that thismighty Empire had no horses ? I maintain that it isinconceivable. Colonel Reignier Conder, in " Syrian Stone Lore,"writes that in the ninth year of Assur-bani-pal, 639 b.c,there was an Arab invasion of Syria. Could that havebeen done without horses ? In " Nineveh and its Remains," Layard says that thehorses

represented in the Assyrian sculptures appear tobe of noble breed, and that Assyria was celebrated forits own horses then as it is to this day. Layard not onlysays that Assyria was celebrated for its horses, but thatit was " celebrated for the noblest breeds of Arabia."Layard's words would be utterly out of place if there hadbeen no horses in Arabia, and show that the Assyrianswere as anxious as other tribes to get Arab horses.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 122 William Youatt states that a few wild horses were yetto be seen on some of the deserts of Arabia, which arehunted by the Bedouins for their flesh. I think that itmay be doubtful whether wild horses were in existencein Arabia so reeently as Youatt's time; still, he must havegot the information from some apparently reliableauthority. Undoubtedly there were, I think, wild horsesin Arabia at some time, and, if there were, how can it becontended that it had no horses at all ? I do not proposeto dweil on this, but it may very well be that these wildhorses were the source of the celebrated horses of Nejd. In the Contemporary Review, Emil Reich says that theBabylonians and the Hebrews both come from

Arabia,which was the " store chamber of nations," and that thatgifted people (the Arabs) emigrated in all directionsthousands of years before Christ. Thus, the Babylonians,the Hebrews, the Masai, and probably many other un-known tribes in Persia, Afghanistan, Beluchistan, andIndia still preserve the Arab legends. In fact, Mesopo-tamia, on the borders of Arabia, was the centre of thecommerce and civilization of the ancient world, in all ofwhich the Arabs took a leading part. It seems to meimpossible that they had no horses in Arabia, when allaround the Arabs up to their very borders the groundshook and resounded " with the stamping of their hoofs,"and they themselves fought for centuries both allied withand against armies using horses. To suppose that theArabs had no

horses before Christ is to suppose them bornfools instead of the most intellectual race then on earth. In " Eclipse and O'Kelly," Theodore Andrea Cooke,author also of " A History of the English Turf," statesthat the Darley Arabian was a pure representative of theoldest and best indigenous breed of horses in the world,and that that was the reason why the blood of the DarleyArabian proved itself so potent. How f ar " indigenous "it is not necessary to inquire, but Mr. Cooke's opinionclearly is that it has been a pure breed for a very length-ened period, and that otherwise the blood could not be soprepotent.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf SOME EASTERN HISTORY                123 He suggests that the breed was indigenous in Nejd inArabia many a century before the Koran was everwritten. Then, inspired by his subject, he says that itwas the breed which made Pindar sing of Cyrene, thecity of fair steeds and goodly riders ; which gave Carthagein 1400 B.c. the crest of horses' heads upon her coins, andfurnished those Numidian steeds that helped Hannibal toteach Romans the value of cavalry. It was the samebreed that helped to spread the faith of the Prophet sowidely and victoriously over the face of the earth, andgave William the Conqueror his victorious cavalry atHastings. He thinks that the Keheilan or Arabian was the originaltype from which both Barb

and Turk were easily deri-vatives, and that it was from the East and not from theWest that Ancient Egypt took her best breed, as Englandtook it later on. Nejd, he adds, offers, in fact, verymuch the same facilities tor horse forage as are foundon the principal horse-breeding plateaus of Central Asia.He observes that the points of the Arabian horse areso persistent throughout the artistic record of its life-history that there is probably very little differencebetween the best of Mr. Wilfrid Blunt's Arabs to-dayand their far-off progenitors who carried the first horse-men of the Prophet on their military Evangel throughoutAfrica, Asia, and Europe. In the Pall Mali Magazine, January, 1905, Mr. R. N. Hallstates that " Saba " in South Arabia was a world-powerlong prior to the time of King

Solomon, and a rival toEgypt in power, influence, arts, culture, literature, andcivilization, and provided the basis of the Phcenicianalphabet, the mother of all our Eastern systems. I con-tend that it is impossible that such a world-power hadno horses. Mr. James Robertson, in his " Beginning of theHebrew History," states that there was an intimaterelation between Arabia and Babylonia in the thirdmillennium b.c, and that the dynasty of Hammurabi, a



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 124 great Babylonian king, is now generally admitted to havebeen Arabian in origin. In " The First of Empires," Mr. W. St. Chad Boscawensays that the annual war no doubt had its origin in thetribal raid of the Arabs, and that Babyion had furnishedno line of kings until the rise of a dynasty of Arab rulers. In the " Sacred City of the Ethiopians," Mr. TheodoreBent writes that the inscriptions place the Sabceans ofArabia by incontrovertible documentary evidence in theheart of Abyssinia as early as the seventh or eighthcentury b.c., and that the numerous early Arabianinscriptions which we have establish the fact that theEthiopians' origin as well as their written script camefrom Arabia. These Sabceans must have

had horses. Mr. Bent also quotes Ludolphus as saying thatEthiopians are not natives of the land, but came out ofArabia, and that an Arabian colony settled on the coastat a very remote period, and had a strong fortified townat Yeha or Ava, which he says is absolutely proved bythe mass of Hunyaritic inscriptions found there. In " Human Origins," Mr. S. Laing describes the Tabletof Suefura at Waddy Magerah, which shows the kingconquering an Arabian enemy, as being 6,000 years old,and he puts the Hyksos as mainly nomad tribes of Arabia.He says that bef ore the days of Mohammet, Arabia wasa land of culture and literature, a seat of powerful king-doms and wealthy commerce, and that in the eighthcentury b.c. the Arabian frontiers extended to those ofNineveh, and

that it was then an ancient kingdom. Healso says that the recent Arabian discoveries disclosenot only a civilized and commercial kingdom at a remoteantiquity, but a literary world at a date comparable tothat of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, and long prior to theoldest known inscription in Phoenician characters.Further, that the horse must have been known at a veryearly period in Chaldasa, for Sargon, in 3800 b.c, rode inbrazen chariots over rugged mountains, which make itthe more singular that the horse should have been un-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf SOME EASTERN HISTORY                125 known in Egypt and Arabia, for it must have beenintroduced almost the very first moment when tradingcaravans arrived. Of course, everyone would think so,and I contend that they thought rightly, and that it musthave been as Mr. Laing says. It would have been quiteimpossible for the Arabs to have done what they didwithout horses. In " A Journey through the Yemen," Mr. W. B. Harrissays the Ancient Egyptians owed the foundation of theirarts and learning to the inhabitants of Southern Arabia,. . . that a remarkable state of civilization and commerceis found to have existed there contemporaneously withearly Egyptian times. What was wrongly believed tohave been a country of

savagery has been proved to havecontained a cultured population skilied in arts and excel-ling in commerce, and many of the recently discoveredinscriptions in the Yemen date from a period contempo-rary with Egpytian hieroglyphics. Mr. W. H. Flower, C.B., in " The Horse: a Study inNatural History," says that horses were imported fromAsia through Greece and Italy for the purpose of im-proving the races of Europe throughout the whole of thehistorie period. Although it will be certain that thosehorses were " Eastern horses," horses more or less largelycrossed with Arab blood, "sons of horses," it must beadmitted to have been utterly impossible to have obtainedsuch numbers of "sons of mares"—i.e., pure Arab stal-lions—in f act, we know that most of these imports werenot

" sons of mares." In his " Egypt and Babyion," the Rev. Ceorge Rawlin-son says that Schweinfurth seems to prove that Arabiawas the original connecting link between Egypt andBabylonia, that the Phoenicians came from Arabia, andthat Babylonian and Assyrian inscriptions supply infor-mation about Arabia from about 3000 b.c. Recentdiscoveries go very much further back. Dr. Fritz Hummel, in " The Ancient Hebrew Tra-dition," states that the ancient Hebrews were Arabs, and



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 126 that an Arabian dynasty occupied the throne of Babyionin the time of Abraham. The ritual language of the OldTestament, he says, can only be explained by Babylonianand other dialects through Arabic. In early Babyion,about 3000 b.c., King Gudei was the head of a confederacyof which Arabia was a part, and the Arabs gave new lifeto the effete civilization of Babyion, represented by mightybuildings and numerous inscriptions. Egypt and Baby-lonia, the two most ancient civilized states of the world,feil a prey to the Arabs. The Assyrians themselves wereof Arab blood. In " Bible Problems," Professor Cheyne contends thatthe Assyrian inscriptions refer to North Arabian regionsnear the South Border of

Palestine, named Musri andKus ; that Abraham did not go down to Egypt, but toMisrion, North Arabia; and that Solomon did not marrya daughter of the King of Egypt, but of Misrion. Thehorses which Solomon bought were not from Egypt—they had no pastures to breed in there — but fromNorth Arabia. This was many hundreds of years beforeMahommet. Professor Hummel, in " The Ancient Hebrew," saysthat according to tradition the desert region to the eastof the Lower Tigris, and also part of South Babylonia,were from the very earliest times the resort of a race ofnomads, who must have originally come from Arabia,and that it is manifest that for countless ages there musthave been brisk intercourse between Arabia and thenations on its frontiers. In " Explorations in the

Bible Lands," H. V. Hilprechtstates that the Babylonian and Assyrian inscriptionssupply information on several parts of Arabia from about3000 B.c, and that an Arabian dynasty ruled at Babyionat the time of Abraham. He also says that Arabia wasthe original home of all the Semites, and that even thePatriarch Jacob was regarded simply as an Aramean.Professor Sayce regards the Book of Job as really aHebrew adoption of a remnant of Arab literature.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf SOME EASTERN HISTORY               127 George Rawlinson, in his " Phoenicia," tells us thatPhoenicia was more or less intimately connected with theAssyrians, Babylonians, Syrians, Hebrews, Moabites,Edomites, and Arabs. All these, except on ProfessorRidgeway's theory of the Arabs, had horses. How can itbe supposed that they would not have horses also ?Rawlinson also says that the chariots of Assyria in thedays of Assur-bani-pal were drawn by horses of greatstrength and swiftness. They are thus described by theprophet Isaiah : " Their horses' hoofs shall be countedlike flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind." Everyoneknows that the Arab horse is wonderfully strong for hissize. Rawlinson mentions further that

Alexander theGreat suffered losses from the attacks of the neighbouringArabs, and that the expression of the horses' heads in thesculptures recently discovered have a finish that isabsolute perfection. In his " Parthia," also, Rawlinson tells us that the bulkof the Parthian cavalry was of the lightest and most agiledescription. The rider could use his weapons with equalease and effect whether his horse was stationary or atfull gallop, or whether he was advancing towards orhurriedly retreating from the enemy. As compared withthese troops, the Romans were thoroughly inferior bothin respect of number and of excellence. Clouds ofParthian horses hung upon the retreating columns, anddestroyed those who could not keep up with the mainbody. A cutting from the World's

News, forwarded me by anunknown correspondent, says that the purest of all Arabhorses are the Kochlain, whose genealogy has beenpreserved for over 2,000 years.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XIII A WORD OR TWO CONCERNING REVERSION I have no intention of writing, and I disclaim having thecompetence to write, a scientific dissertation on reversion;but a few words on the subject from those who do under-stand it will be useful to my farming friends. Thequotations will tend to show both why the Arab is soperfect and the thoroughbred so much the contrary. Mr. Cooke, in the Cornhill Magazine of June, 1908,writes that if it had not been for Eastern blood we shouldnever have had English horses worth the name at all.The English thoroughbred, as we proudly call him, isneither wholly English nor wholly thoroughbred, andwill soon, he fears, even more completely justify a parallelwith Voltaire's

cruel phrase about the holy RomanEmpire. He cites Professor Ridgeway himself as pointingout that the acquisition of horses by the Arabs was one ofthe most momentous events in history, for from that daythe breed was fostered and developed on the tableland ofthe Nejd in a manner that no other nation of horse-lovershas ever surpassed, and the Arabian foray horses soonbecame a power. Fry's Magazine, July, 1908, says that there is un-certainty associated with the breeding and racing of thethoroughbred : amazing uncertainty. The romance of theturf is largely made up of a gamble in yearlings, of high-priced failures, and low-priced successes.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CONCERNING REVERSION The Australasian, of January i, 1907, says : " It isimpossible always completely to eliminate a foreign strain ;a reappearance of the characteristic of a foreign breed100 years after it was introduced has been known." From the Sydney Mail of July 3, 1907 : " You can gettwo stallions of almost identical blood, but absolutelydifferent in type. Woe be to the mare that is mated toa sire of the same family with a marked different type.In their progeny will be exaggerated all the faults andblemishes of the family." I might fortify that byreferring to the union of negro and Caucasian blood, inwhich I learned over seventy years ago that the offspringgenerally showed the faults of both races, and but littleof the

virtue of either—a belief which governs all Australiawith passion at the present moment. In an article in the Geographical Journal, September,1907, on " Journeys in North Mesopotamia," it was statedthat " the Arab is proud oi his mare's blood for its ownsake. He will show you a broken-down little crock, andinform you with perfect truth that she is of the best bloodin the Jayirah. He prefers and admires the bad-lookingthoroughbred to the finest made cross-breed." Allhistory and all breeding show that he is right. " It is theblood that tells." How often has that been said anddemonstrated in our English history ! A cavalry officer in the Austrian Service states that" the stud at Kisber is entirely of English blood, but theywould not buy half-bred English mares however good-looking

for this stud, because they could not depend ontheir back blood, and were afraid of their progeny throwingback to the cart or under-bred horse, and so proving softand slow." R. H. Lock, in his book on " Heredity and Evolution,"says that " reversion leads to the appearance in theoffspring of a character which was not visibly present ineither parent." Darwin affirms that a character derived from a distinctcross after having disappeared during one or several 9



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 130                     THE ARAB HORSE generations will suddenly reappear, children constantlyresembling in appearance or disposition one of their grand-parents or some more distant relation. I took an extract from an author (I think Darwin him-self), which says that " neither in the case of a breed con-taminated by a single cross, nor when half-bred animalshave been matched together during many generations,can it be said how soon the tendency to reversion willbe obliterated, and that this is an essential part of theprinciple of inheritance." In Sir Humphrey de Trafford's great book, T. H.Weehman lays it down that " the purer the race of theparent the more certainty there is of its transmitting itsqualities to the off

spring," which accounts for the successof the pure-bred Arab sire. But, mind, he must bepure. In " Eclipse and O'Kelly," it is stated that " the oneor more white feet are still repeated in the famousdescendants of Eclipse that have made their mark inEnglish racing. Sires are known to have been crossedwith Barb blood when used as war-horses in mediaevaltimes." Lord Egerton of Tatton, in the National Review, June,1905, says that " the larger a horse the more difncult torear, and the more subject to a variety of defects whichconstitute unsoundness." The six inches which thethoroughbred has gained in height since the Stud Bookwas started would possibly therefore alone account forhis delicacy and softness. The Times of March 15, 1907, in an account of a

show,says that " the hunter sires were not strong numericallyor as regards quality, and so far as the past can teachus a lesson there must be absolutely pure blood on oneside of the horse. A Stud Book sire might beget goodhunting stock from a thoroughbred mare, but even thismode of mating is not always satisfactory."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CONCERNING REVERSION                131 The following extracts are from the Australasian : May 12, 1906.—" All experience goes to show thatinbred horses make the best sires, and are able to per-petuate their line better than crossbred horses." I addthat the inbreeding must be of pure blood only. July 28, 1906.—" The great stock-breeders of old reliedgreatly on inbreeding, and proved conclusively thatproperly exercised inbreeding has no bad effect. Sincethen scientific men generally have adopted the opinionof the old-world farmers." May 5, 1907.—•" I would place more reliance on theopinions of the experienced husbandman than of that ofthe most able veterinary surgeon. The former is generallya keen

observer of all the phenomena of the breeding ofdomestic animals, while the latter has devoted all hisattention to the causes and the nature of disease." June t, 1907.—" Mendel's law in cross-breeding isreferred to in the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society,England, by Mr. R. H. Biffen, who says that in cross-breeding in the second generation there is a tendency torevert to one or other of the original types. When twowidely distinct breeds are crossed, the characteristics ofeach breed appear in a very mixed manner in theprogeny." July 6, 1907.—" That there is a great element of luckin horse-breeding is demonstrated in the origin of Gallinuleand Pioneer." August 31, 1907.—" In all the extreme crosses theproduce are very uneven and generally

disappointing.Occasionally one meets with a remarkably good horsebred in this way, but they are the rare exceptions. Theright description of thoroughbred as a sire for raisingremounts is getting rare. They have for a long timebeen bred for the one purpose—speed, and every othergood quality has been neglected to obtain speed. Thethoroughbred horse has degenerated during the last halfcentury." In South Africa I heard of many instances ofAustralian horses doing wonderful work, and the majority



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 132 of them were by Arab sires. They were low set, withwell-sprung ribs, and legs like steel. November g, 1907.—" Within the last quarter of acentury several instances of horned horses have occurredin Great Britain, and oddly enough with one exceptionthey appeared among thoroughbreds." (I think that theword " naturally " should be substituted for " oddly,"because the thoroughbred is the most mixed breed inEngland.) " In India the Australian breeder has a market whichhis English cousin had not, and Mr. Weir advises thebuilding up of a foundation stock of mares by means ofArab and Welsh pony blood." " Horse-breeding in England and India, and Army HorsesAbroad," by Sir Walter Gilbey,

Bart., tells us that " itis well known that in the breeding of every species ofanima! the endeavour to obtain one quality often pro-duces manifest deterioration in other attributes. Suchhas been the consequence of aiming solely at speed inthe horse; other essentials, such as strength and endu-rance, have been in great measure lost. The author of' English Racers and Saddle Horses in the Past andPresent Centuries' declared that at that date (1836)there were powerful reasons for concluding that the singlequality of speed possessed by the modern racer is a badsubstitute for the fine old union of speed, stoutness, andstructural power possessed by the old racer. Saxonsand Danes brought horses of various breeds into England,the most useful of which were of

Eastern breeds. Williamthe Conqueror brought with him many Spanish horses.William himself at Hastings rode a Spanish horse." The man who has devoted himself exclusively to theproduction of one class of horse cannot rid himself ofthe prejudices he has necessarily formed. The modernrace-horse—superior as he is in point of speed to hisancestors of a hundred and fifty years ago—is wanting inthose qualities which would fit him as the sire of usefulhorses. That is like one of the immutable laws of



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CONCERNING REVERSION                133 mechanics, that what you gain in speed you lose inpower. "The King himself" (I have lost the reference, but Ithink Henry VIII.) " lent support to the turf, keeping atHampton Court a grey Arab stallion, whose servicesvvere available for mares at a stated fee." In " Three Voyages of a Naturalist," Mr. M. J. Nicolwrites that the Pitcairners resemble their ancestors,the Bounty mutineers, every alternate generation. Thisis interesting evidence, because apparently indifferentlywritten without any regard to Darwin or his laws, or tothoroughbred or Arab horses. F. W. Headley, in " Life and Evolution," says thatour domesticated animals have not the health of thewild stocks. The zebra's

health is as rude and strongas his temper. The high-bred horse compared with himis a hothouse plant, and this regrettable fact we mustattribute largely to the softening of the environment.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XIV THE THOROUGHBRED I now propose to say something more about the thorough-bred, and, if his admirers will kindly honour me by readingthe facts herein put together, they will perhaps admitthat there is much which deserves their serious con-sideration. Some thoughtless persons, and many who are other-wise, believe that the word " thoroughbred" signifi.esa horse of pure breed: an erroneous belief, which isencouraged by certain people of infmence. That is notat all the meaning of the word and never was, yet it hasbeen so frequently asserted that it is almost currentlybelieved. Even Mr. Homer Davenport, the celebratedAmerican breeder, writes that " thoroughbred " meant ahorse of pure

desert Arabian blood on sire's and dam'sside, imported into England and bred there. That isincorrect. The true meaning is that the horse has sufficiënt breed-ing of a recognized sort to be entered in the Stud Book ;in other words, he is thoroughly enough bred on certainlines to claim entry in it. What the exact breeding reallywas, when the Stud Book was first published, nowhereappears and nobody knows, nor can it be ever known.In fact, no horse ever entered in the Stud Book exceptan Arab was of pure breed. The best horses in Englandexcept Arabs were undoubtedly of greatly mixed breed 134



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE THOROUGHBRED                   135 when the Stud Book was started, and have been of mixedbreed ever since, and continue so to this day. I thinkit would be safe to say that there was 60 or 70 per cent.of Arab blood in it, and probably more, because it beganby entering only " horses of note "—i.e., horses of noteas racers—and all the best of the racing horses of notewere largely of Arab blood. The thoroughbred otherthan the pure Arabs was never pure. It was mixedblood on both sire's and dam's side, and is so still. Thisis proved by the Stud Book itself. Prior to 1793 there was no Stud Book. In that year,Mr. J. Weatherby, junior, compiled the first Stud Book,of which I have an original copy now before me.

ltstitle-page is as follows : " The General Stud Book, containing (with few ex-ceptions) the Pedigrees of every horse, mare, etc, of note,that has appeared on the Turf, for the last fifty years,with many of an earlier date : together with some accountof the Foreign horses and mares from whence is derivedthe present breed of racers in Great Britain and Ireland.London. Printed by H. Reynell, No. 21, Piccadilly,for J. Weatherby, junior, No. 7, Oxenden Street, nearthe Hay-market. MDCCXCIII." Two facts appear by this title-page : first, that it is notpretended that every horse of note was entered ; secondly,that it does not appear of what breeding or blood werethe horses which actually were entered, except of theArabs named in it, which are many. I have a

subsequent volume by Mr. James Weatherby,of which the title-page is shorter—namely : " The General Stud Book, containing Pedigrees of race-horses, etc, from the Restoration to the present time.London. Printed for James Weatherby, 7, OxendenStreet, near the Hay-market, by Henry Reynell, 21, Picca-dilly, near the Black Bear, 1803." This record purports



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 136 THE ARAB HORSE to go back further than the earlier book—viz., to theRestoration—but, as that was more than a hundred yearsearlier than the Stud Book, the information must havebeen greatly hearsay. For all that, the Stud Book tellsus the horses entered in it, except Arabs, may have beenonly two or three removes from cart horses. Most peoplebelieve, as I believe, that it was otherwise, but thatbelief is not founded on actual knowledge, and is notobtained from the book but from tradition. Mr. Alfred E. T. Watson, in the Badminton Magazine,November, 1907, shows this, and writes that " the historyof the turf about the middle of the last century (theeighteenth) was confusing, because there were no registra-

tions of ownership, and for various reasons, sometimesindefinite, men ran their horses in all sorts of names." Professor Ewart states that there are several Occidentaland several African and Oriental varieties in our Britishbreeds of horses, and that the thoroughbred is a mixtureof African and Oriental varieties, including amongst itsancestors several wild species, and is a breed of multipleorigin. What is a mongrel ? Webster puts it as " of a mixedbreed, hybrid : anything of mixed breed." " Hybrid "he defines as a " mongrel plant or animal; the produceof a female plant or animal which has been impregnatedby a male of a different variety, species, or germs." Thatdescription exactly defines the thoroughbred horse.Therefore the thoroughbred is really a mongrel, and

hecan never be anything else, because he is a mongrel onboth sides; both sires and dams are of mixed breed—greatly mixed, as Professor Ewart shows. Some en-thusiasts, anxious to insure a place amongst " the upperten " for the thoroughbred, say that af ter a cross has beenmated with pure blood for six or eight generations, themongrel blood is bred out. That is not so. Reversion



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE THOROUGHBRED 137 may always come in ; but here there is no such mating :both sides are crossbred. If you cross a mulatto withwhite blood indefinitely you may probably breed out theblack blood, subject, of course, to reversion; but if youbreed mulatto with mulatto for ever, you will get nothingbut mulattos, subject equally, of course, to reversion.So with the thoroughbreds : both sires and dams are likemulattos—i.e., of mixed blood—and mixed blood bred inand in for ever will never become pure but will be alwaysmixed. Nature, April, 1908, in order to prove this with regardto cattle, refers to a phenomenon which may be interest-ing to naturalists, but alarming to breeders of shorthorncattle—viz., that the roan

shorthorn is a hybrid and mustremain so for ever. These last six words, " and mustremain so for ever," are as applicable to the thoroughbredas to the roan shorthorn, and are true of all animal life.I cite this the more willingly because it cannot be saidthat there is any Arab or thoroughbred prejudice in thewriter, who is not referring to horses but to shorthorncattle. The relative merits of the two breeds—i.e., the Araband the thoroughbred—-have been judged by the capacityof the thoroughbred after nearly two centuries of breed-ing for speed only, and with long training, much coddlingin warm stables, abundance of physic, often with blinkers,always with rugs, and frequently with tubes down theirthroats, to outrun the Arab on a fast gaHop for a shortrace during a very

short life. Hence, most thoroughbredsare weeds and begetters of weeds. But such a trainingand such a test is not a fair test, nor does it give a justmeasure of the true excellence of a horse or of a breed forgeneral usefulness. An Arab gentleman, or a Bedouin of the desert, or aTurkish or Persian Pasha, or a cavalry of?icer, would



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 138                      THE ARAB HORSE scoff at you if you were to teil him that he should test ahorse for the practical purposes of life by any suchbreeding or training. The Arab horse has his rider onhis back often all day long, and not infrequently all night,too, in terrible country, short of feed and water, con-stantly on the gallop, and always ready to gallop, inextremes of heat and cold, and this life lasts for verymany years—not for a season or two only. It is absurd to put against the life work of an Arabhorse the life work of a thoroughbred—e.g., like Sysonby,said to have been one of the greatest horses of his genera-tion, and trained and pampered, whose aggregate of allhis races after all his nursing was twelve and a

half miles.A life work of twelve and a half miles to judge a horseby ! To compare this with the work of an Arab horsein his own country, who often lives for over twenty years,and is from time to time ridden ioo miles, or evenmore at a stretch, without being dismounted, badly fed,.and short of water ! I do not say that there are not some very grandthoroughbreds, where the Arab blood comes out strongly,but they are like angels' visits, few and far between, andare getting fewer and farther between every year. Thatnecessarily follows from breeding from mongrels on bothsides for such a long period and for one purpose only. To breed in and in is not always necessarily dis-ad vantageous with a pure breed, but with a hybridanimal the progeny can never be relied on,

especiallywhen both parents are hybrid. Even if one were pureand the other mongrel, you can never be sure when orhow the offspring will throw back. And I think it maybe taken that these few grand thoroughbreds, which Ijust referred to, are horses in which the Arab prepotencyhas made itself feit and in which the Arab blood haspredominated. Where that is the case, you may get a



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE THOROUGHBRED                   139 fairly good horse. Where the blood of the cocktail onthe great heavy horse predominates, you get weeds. Even in the progeny of the exceptionally excellent ones,in which the Arab blood has predominated, there is atendency more or less to reversion, and the progenycannot be absolutely or always relied upon. Youcannot rely on their breeding true. As the Times ob-served on December 15, 1905 : " Biologists teil us thatthe more decidedly specialized an animal is, the less fithe is to cope with change or fit himself to new environ-ment." Now the thoroughbred is highly specialized to sprint,and, if he do that well a few times in his life, his work isdone. Without Arab blood there

could have been no thorough-bred, for all his good qualities are derived from his Arabblood, while his softness and tricks and want of staminacome from his baser ancestors. He was a great successso long as the Arab was used, but, since the Arab hasbeen abandoned, the thoroughbred has become a failure.What can you expect when you breed from sires anddams both of mixed blood without reinvigorating it—" nondescript, ill-bred, scrubby sires " ? which is a des-scription used by an expert in Victoria. Since my former book appeared, matters have gotworse, and a continuance in the same line of breedingfor another fifty years would make the thoroughbredperfectly useless for all purposes, except as a gamblingmachine, and it is doubtful if he would be fit

even forthat, The Field recently stated that " if the thoroughbredinbreeding continues on the same lines for much longerthere will probably be a collapse of the English thorough-bred." Coming from such a journal, that is amazing corrobora-tion of my views. If it had been a parson who had said



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 140                     THE ARAB HORSE so, the " sports " might have sneered, but they scarcelycan do so at the utterances of one of the most respectedauthorities in tne world. If they should do so, " the manin the street " and the farmers, whom I principallyaddress, will surely have common sense enough to judgefairly between a " sport " and an able and honourableeditor. A " sport " is very seldom if ever a " sportsman." As things are, the noblest animal in creation is brednominally to furnish innocent amusement for goodChristian men, but practically to put money into thepockets of the rooks—gentlemen designated by Mr.Frank T. Bullen in his latest work as " dirty-handedfilchers of other men's earnings." The matter

is ofsupr?me importance ; and I shall have to touch upon thisbranch of the subject again. Thai I do the thoroughbred no injustice is proved bynumerous articles and criticisms in the press during thelast few years, which should be a lesson to all honestmen. I shall presently give some extracts, mostly withoutcomment, because they speak for themselves, and I shallgive the extracts from the Times a chapter to themselves.I give the dates, so that readers can verify the extractsand obtain the benefit of any qualifying observations ifany such appear. I think none will be found. My con-tention is that no amount of excellence in six or eight orten great stallions can get rid of the fact that for the mostpart the breed is now a failure. In my former book I had the advantage

of being ableto quote a great Australian Governor, and, before givingthe quotations from the Times, I will quote even agreater Governor of a more recent date, from the Austra-lasian of November 6, 1909, where the Governor-General,Lord Dudley, said that at all the shows he had visitedthroughout Australia he had been disappointed with thehacks. There was, he thought, deterioration, and, to



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE THOROUGHBRED 141 ascertain if that were so, he had caused a letter to bewritten to the Indian Government asking if the type ofAustralian horse purchased for remounts was on thedecline. The answer was to the effect that, while thosereceived were satisfactory, the stamp of horse requiredfor officers' chargers and for the artilllery was hard toprocure. Lord Dudley had possibly noticed the " touchiness "of some of his Australian racing friends about theirhorses, which was possibly the reason why he applied toIndia to justify his opinion as to the deterioration ofAustralian horses ; but whether that was or was not hisreason, the reply to his application to India fully sup-ported what he said. And, although I feel

great regretat such a terrible failure of my country's horseflesh, itis a satisfaction to me to be ible to quote the authorityof the Earl of Dudley in support of views which I havepropounded, but for expressing which I have beensharply attacked. I ought rather to receive credit.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XV DETERIORATION, AS GATHERED FROM THE TIMES With the view of ascertaining whether the opinion thathybrids are not to be relied upon to breed true is support-able, I watched the Times for the last year or two so asto discover if it contained any guidance on the matter.It seems to me that the information to be gathered thereis alarmingly suggestive, and goes to prove not only thatthese hybrids cannot be depended upon to breed true,but almost to demonstrate the " passing of the thorough-bred." Various opinions from that paper, for the mostpart appearing in the sporting intelligence columns, as toracing, follow. No one that I can find has ever ventured to say thatthe true Arab is soft, and

but very few have venturedto call him roguish. I believe that in most cases wherethey have so spoken of an Arab they have referred toa horse which was not a pure Arab, for there are AfghanArabs, Beluchee Arabs, Syrian Arabs, Persian Arabs,Arabs and Arabs of the towns, and half-caste Arabs ofall sorts, not even " sons of horses " in the real Arab sen?e.Beluchees, Afghans, Syrians, Persians, and all theseEastern races can lie about horses nearly as well as aChristian, but, as Lady Anne Blunt says in one of herbooks, although a Bedouin Arab of the desert can lieunblushingly in a general way, you may rely on it thathe will never lie about his pure-bred horse. It is his 142



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 143 religion, and he is in honour bound to speak the truthabout his horse. There are also Australian Arabs, some of which have,perhaps, a little more Arab blood in them than a mule,but it is really shocking to see some of the ponies thatpass as Arabs in Australia. Of course, there are somepure breds, but as a rule the owners of these do not letit be sufficiently known that they are pure, and takeno steps to exposé the pretences of the hybrids. Thusthe Arab gets blamed as throwing indifferent stock. Quotations from the Times : May 31, 1900.—" In England they no longer keephorses for the business of their daily lives, but for racingand hunting, on which the ideas of the

majority arefounded." June 10, 1907.—" Stayers in the top class for speedare few and far between, and their number would appearto be rapidly decreasing. . . . Only a small proportionare able to win over a course of a mile and a half, andonly an odd one could get beyond that distance. . . .The fair stayer should be the rule and the sprinter theexception, whereas it is now the other way about, andmatters are going from bad to worse. ... A curtail-ment of the sprinting, and a little more sense on the partof breeders is wanted. . . . The style of modern breedingtends to the reproduction of size and speed, and if staminacome in, it is a mere matter of chance." June 10, 1907.—" What is the use of breeding horsesof commanding size, great quality, and bone and sub-

stance, which please the eye, if there is no stamina toback up these outward virtues ?" It then complains of the necessity for using blinkersin so many cases. July 1, 1907.—" Last week's racing was more con-spicuous for quantity than quality."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 144                     THE ARAB HORSE July 29, 1907.—" The Goodwood fields were very largeindeed, but a huge majority of the runners were'platersonly; " and the Times denounced the softness androguishness which are so frequently to be found in themodern race-horse. August 26,1907.—" The failure of the modern thorough-bred to stand continuous training is becoming a veryserious matter. Slieve Gallion's Derby defeat was dueto lack of stamina. . . . Beyond all doubt a greaternumber of sound stallions than there are is necessary." September 6, 1907.—" The cast racer is generally aweed, the hunter wants both bone and substance, thecoach-horse has decayed, and the Norfolk cob is not whathe was."

September 8, 1904.—" At the sale of yearlings at Don-caster, a great many lots were sent back or disposed offor nominal prices." December 5, 1904.—" The painful lack of reputablematerial is usually associated with melancholy enter-tainments which are calculated to bring contempt anddiscredit upon the sport." July 17, 1906.—" The number of useless malformedand unhealthy horses has increased disproportionatelyto the increase of healthy animals, and the state of thingsat the present time is almost of a dangerous character." August 3, 1906.—" The whole field (at Goodwood)compared very unfavourably so f ar as quality is concerned,with most of the previous winners of this covetted trophy,and never, perhaps, has the field been so poor as it

wasyesterday." March 18, 1907.—" We are entirely without cup horsesof high class. The Grand National has rather collapsedlately owing to the many scratchings which have takenplace, and to the fact that several of those still left inare more or less under suspicion. Thus, Ascetics Silverhas a bad habit of breaking bloodvessels. Wolf's Folly



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 145 has been under suspicion, and the market is extremelyweak." May 14, 1907.—" The showyard sets the Standardtype, and there is no denying that there is scarcely abreed of long standing which has not at one time oranother suffered some injury from imprudence in humour-ing fancy or fashion, and it is a tedious and expensivebusiness to restore valuable characteristics which havebeen sacrifked in this way." May 20, 1907.—" Amphion, though a brilliant horse,was—as are most of his stock—-best at a mile or a littlebeyond. Some of the best-looking Gallinules have beensprinters only." May 27, 1907.—" Baltinglass played a poor part, andthe winner was a cast-off from

Lord Carnarvon's stables.The Hurst Park Mile was too far for Freeborn, who maynow be considered a third-rater only. The two-year-oldswhich ran at Hurst Park were moderate. All Blackprobably failed because he could not get the distance.Anyhow, he must now be set down as an imposter." Ibid.—" The stock of this great horse [Isinglass] aredead out of luck at present, and have not won a singlerace so far as the season has gone." June 3, 1907.—" Newmarket opinions of Galvani varyvery greatly, some of the accounts being full of praisewhile others are to the effect that he tires at the end ofa long gallop, and that he cannot get much further thana mile and a quarter." (This is an indication of the uncertain conduct of thethoroughbred, and how little he is really

understood.) June 10, 1907.—" The most disappointing feature ofthe Derby is the dearth of stayers. Stayers in the topclass for speed are few and far between, and their numberwould appear to be rapidly decreasing. Big, handsomeand grand-looking colts are found in every annual eropof three-year-olds, but only a small proportion are ableto win over a course of a mile and a half." 10



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 146                      THE ARAB HORSE June 27, 1907.—" It is a curious factthat, althoughtheArab cannot compete with a Waler on the racecourse,he quite holds his own on a hard polo ground. Thetruth is that Britons (being a nation of shopkeepers,motorists, and what not) for some reason consider them-selves a nation of horsemen, and think that they havenothing to learn. Consequently, their methods of trainingchargers, hunters, or polo ponies are too often casual, andthe results fall far below what Frenchmen, Germans, orItalians can obtain. Let our polo players, therefore,in common with the rest of the nation, ' wake up ' fromtheir self-complacent slumber." July 20, 1907.—" His Majesty won the Eclipse

Stakeswith Diamond Jubilee seven years ago. Winners havesince, with the exception of Ard Patrick, been of moderateclass, and it can hardly be said that yesterday's field wasof much account. There was, in point of fact, a lack ofwinning classic form among the runners. There was nowinner of the Derby, St. Leger, or any other classic raceincluded in the seven who did duty, and there was nocup horse of high class. The field was, indeed, composedof two or three who were just useful and no more, and oftwo or three who had no pretentions to be running forsuch a race. Lally's defeat suggested that a mile and aquarter was further than he cared to travel. The otherswere not seriously considered." July 29, 1907.—" Fields [at Liverpool, etc] were verylarge

indeed, but a huge majority of runners were platersonly. Amongst the runners was the Derby winnerOrby, who, in the valuable Atlantic Stakes, gave a trulywretched performance. It is, by the way, worthy of notethat much of the softness and roguishness which is sofrequently to be found in the modern race-horse is attri-buted to excessive inbreeding." August 13, 1907.—" As for the quality of sires shownat the twentieth show of thoroughbreds, there is no needfor any great amount of praise; some good horses werethere, and many passable ones, but there was a marked



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 147 lightness of limb in many of the exhibits, and qualityhas been bet ter in former years." August 26, 1907.—" That the Derby winner shouldhave collapsed is a matter of general regret, but thefailure of the modern thoroughbred to stand continuedtraining is becoming a very serious matter. Spearmintwas unable to compete, and in the previous year Cicerofailed to stand training during the late summer, and,although he ran again as a four-year-old, he was not reallyof much account. Indeed, he ran only twice in his thirdseason, beating a solitary opponent, Shilfa, at Newmarketin the spring, and running like a very moderate horsein the Ascot Cup. Little more than a fortnight

hence thelast classic race of the year will be decided, and the lotleft in are not likely to do much towards upholding theprestige of the race. Slieve Gallion's defeat was due tolack of stamina, and he has the cut and general style ofa first-rate miler rather than a horse who can win overa distance of ground." October 21, 1907.—" Colonel Hall Walker's colt went topieces, and so f ar has not recovered his form. Galvaniwent to pieces last spring." November n, 1907.—" The Sefton Steeplechase waspractically a fiasco, for of the fifteen runners ten cameto grief, and only five completed the race. The LiverpoolAutumn Cup was almost as big a fiasco as the steeple-chase, for the race was easily won by Menu, a despisedoutsider." November 25, 1907.—" The

Manchester NovemberHandicap was not a great success. The twenty runners,which were anticipated a week ago, dwindled down to halfthat number, and there was an absence of class amongstthe runners. They were a poorish lot." December 25, 1907.—" The flat racing season of 1907has not been in any respect a brilliant one. Certainhorses have, as a matter of course, distinguished them-selves, but their performances are only good by com-parison. The lillies which were the winners of the Oaks



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 148 and the 1,000 Guineas are in all probability about astone and a half behind the average three-year-old filly.The 2,000 winner, Slieve Gallion, in the Derby wasthoroughly pumped out soon after the straight wasreached, and ran home a swerving well-beaten horse.And the three-year-olds, with the exception of WoolWinder and Galvani, are made to look very moderateindeed." January 1, 1908.—" Outside the group of people whoare interested in horse-breeding, very little is known asto the exact state of affairs which prevails. It may noteven be generally known that the horse-breeding in-dustry is in danger. In hunter breeding there are manydisappointments for every success." January 2,

1908.—" It is certainly the case on theTurf that the present group of riders are like the horsesthey are riding, a very moderate lot." February 21, 1908.—" A very large proportion of thehorses foaled are only fit to work on the farm." It was stated further that there was a growing tendencyto breed show horses, for the horse that fetched the mostmoney was generally the horse with the most action, andnot the most useful animal. Lieutenant-General Sir JohnFrazer was cited, who fully agreed with what Sir E. Huttonhad said as to Australia: that horse-breeding in Australiahad deteriorated to a very great extent. Mr. AlgernonTurnor, Chairman of the Brood Mare Society, affirmed thatthe general utility horse was an animal, as a rule, theresult of haphazard and chance. We

had not bred himon any sound system or scientific lines, and the resultwas that we bred a large proportion of misfits. March 3,1908.—" As the chosen sires are ex-race-horsesor horses which have been bred for racing, but owing toaccident have not run, it follows that only second-ratersare sent up for competition." March 11, 1908.—" There were runners enough [atLincoln and Liverpool] in all conscience, but it was acase of quantity rather than equality, and it is quite



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 149 probable that the big handicap was never contested bya poorer lot of horses. It must be admitted that there wasno horse of anything approaching high class in the field." May 8, 1908.—" The twenty-two runners for the two-year-old plate at Newmarket were apparently a poor lot." May 11, 1908.—" Only brief comment is necessaryabout the sport [at Hurst Park]. For the most part thecompetitors were of comparatively small account." May 21, 1908.—" It is impossible to avoid the con-clusion that the three-year-olds are extremely bad thisseason." May 23, 1908.—" To all present appearances, none ofthe horses engaged in the day's sport [Newmarket] canbe worth more than

the merest passing comment." June 12, 1908.—" The Manchester Cup, worth ?3,000,has been won by good horses. There seems to be nothingto rank with these in the present entry; it must pre-sumably be a very moderate field of horses in whichBaltinglass is set to carry 8 stone 10 pounds." June 20, 1908.—" Ascot on the last day was so far trueto its traditions that few things happened, the occurrenceof which could have been reasonably expected. Mostextraordinary of all was the success of Mr. Croker'sRhodora. On Wednesday the filly ran, and the generalbelief was that she could scarcely be beaten. So badwas her performance then that it really seemed uselessto send her again, but to-day she won easily, a stronglymarked contrast to her hopeless failure a

couple of dayspreviously." June 22, 1908.—" Several English ofncers took part inthis competition [at the International Show], and werebadly beaten by Belgians and others. It seemed to bethat the horses were in fault rather than the riders.Many of the animals were weedy, undersized, and commonlooking. It was plain enough that better horses, betterschooled, would be required to put the home contingenton equal terms with their European neighbours."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 150                     THE ARAB HORSE Ibid.—" Some of the other horses which failed [atAscot] have capacity which they will not exert. Thiswas notably the case with Vamose. Flying Fox, when intraining, was stubborn, and doubt always existed as towhether he would start. He stood still, and refused toline up with the other horses until an attendant pickedsome grass and coaxed him back. Vamose starts butdeclines to exert himself; nor, indeed, it is to be feared,did His Majesty's ' Perrier' give a very generous ex-hibition. Mr. Leopold Rothschild's Radium is anotherhorse with a disinclination to run his races out; and, tocome to an animal of less importance, Weathercocksimply remained and put back his ears. The

hoods heand so many others wear are not put on without goodreason. There appears to be an unfortunate increase ofcowardice or wilfulness among the horses of to-day.Strickland has won his last four races without havingbeaten anything that can be accepted as good. CaptainGreer's Gallivant struck some observers, including hisowner, as having given an ungenerous display, and nogreat hopes were entertained of His Majesty's Oakmere,who ran second. The Wmdsor Castle Stakes must beset down as a fiasco, and the three who had been thoughtfar the best were really never in the race." June 27, 1908.—" It takes some time to establish ahorse's character. The consequence is that the ownersof geese sometimes fmd it hard to persuade themselvesthat

they are not possessed of swans. There is not theslightest doubt that Dalgety is a very bad colt. Nogood reason exists for supposing that Mr. Raphael'sSt. Wolf is anything like a good one. The New StrandHandicap brought out some horses of which it had oncebeen hoped that they would make distinguished namesfor themselves, till the disagreeable truth was put beyonddoubt that a five-furlong course was about as far as theycould gallop at top speed." June 29, 1908.—" Really good horses are exceedinglyrare; an owner seldom finds himself in possession of one. |Some owners are never so fortunate as to do so, after



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 151 many years devoted to the production of thoroughbredstock. Not a few of the leading owners have passed longlives in futile attempts to win ' classic ' races." July 2, 1908.—" The racing [Newmarket] was dis-tinctly moderate in quality. Linacre was regarded atha ving the best chance in the Duke of Cambridge's Handi-cap, if only he could be induced to start. For a long timehe evinced the strongest indisposition to start at all, oreven to stand with his head in the right direction." July 3, 1908.—" Cargill cantered to the post as if hewere reluctant to stretch himself. The fears expressedthat Madame de Lubise might prove to be lacking inspeed were justified. She looked well, but

could not gothe pace when an effort was required. It was a field ofmoderate horses to contest so rich a prize as ?6,000." July 4, 1908.—" The Sceptre filly never looked likelyto win. She ran sideways all the time. His Majesty'sOakmere came out in the Frincess Plate [Newmarket]wearing blinkers, the too familiar indication of somethingdefective in temper or courage. It was stated, indeed,that his poor display at Sandown last week was attribut-able to the fact that he had seized hold of another horse'stail in the course of the race, and devoted his energies tognawing this instead of galloping." July 6, 1908.—" Much of the racing at NewmarketFirst July meeting was of a very moderate description.Of the three supposed best horses in training, WhiteKnight is the only

one who has sustained his reputation.In the Hurstbourne Stakes for the two-year-olds thisyear nothing of mark is entered. The best is probablyValens. He seems to have little to beat. At Pontefract,competitors are for the most part of modest ability." {Date mislaid.)—" The Royal Commission on Horse-breeding in their eleventh Report state that there is ademand for a greater number of sound stallions thanthere are; as to the truth of which remark there canbeno question, and the remarks of the Commission referringto the future are of a pessimistic character."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 152                        THE ARAB HORSE July 8, 1908.—" In the autumn of 1906 Mr. W. Clarkgave 1,000 guineas for Rambling Rector, who, as a two-year-old, was a failure. He is an example of what verybad bargains can be made." July 9, 1908.—" The three-year-olds started in the race[Bibury Club Meeting] were of very small account,with the exception, perhaps, of Gyges, and though hewas certainly third to St. Wolf for the Sandringham FoalStakes, he carried a very low weight." July 15, 1908.—" There was little disappointment [atNewmarket], as not much had been expected. EvenRadium's owner does not entertain the idea that he isusually inclined to struggle when the moment arrivés forspecial exertion.

Bushranger is an unmistakable rogue." July 18, 1908.—"Lord Rosebery recognized thehope-lessness of sending Olympus to oppose good horses, or, ifthis be not an accurate description of the Eclipse Stakesfield, the phiase may be amended; for to speak of theanimals which took part in this race as good would, itis feared, be incorrect. It must be concluded that thehandsome little daughter of St. Frusquin and Glaredoes not stay, for she faded out of the race before shewas half-way up the hill. On several occasions luck hasdecided the issue, for the stake has been won by otherthan the best animals. White Eagle, however, does notstay a mile and a quarter, even in a slow-run race. Allthe runners were moderate animals." July 20, 1908.—" The three-year-olds

before the Derbywere denounced as bad. Their performances are f uilof contradictions, and, as a general rule, when horses ofthe same age constantly beat each other ' running in andout,' it is nearly always found that they are bad as aclass. White Eagle andLesbia are so little able to staythat they can have no sort of chance for the St. Leger." July 22, 1908.—" Noctuiform has at length won arace [Leicester]. In 1906 he won nothing. Last yearhe ran seven times without even making his way intothe first three, and the ?100 Badgate Park Plate is the



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 153 only return his owner has had for an expenditure ofseveral thousands. He has hitherto declined to exerthimself, but in this race his opponents were so poor thatno exertion could have been necessary." August, 1908.—" There are very few horses who runbrilliantly, if the phrase may be allowed, over shortcourses, and who also maintain their speed over a distanceof ground, or perhaps it should be said have a reserve ofspeed to draw upon after a long course has been covered.The Jockey Club Cup at Newmarket was such a burlesquethat, after the starter had despatched a small field andleisurely mounted his pony to canter back, he actuallyovertook the horses who were

supposed to be racing.The best of the moderate opponents of Madame deLoubise seems to be Lord Rosebery's Benzonian, who wasnever more than a second-class colt, and Lord Howardde Walden's Cargill—an animal not calculated to inspireenthusiasm. It is, of course, unfortunate that so muchmoney—a sum which might have produced severalexcellent races—should be allotted to such poor animals." Ibid.—•" Buckwheat made a comparatively poor show.Blankney II. for a few seconds looked a possiblevictor, but he could not sustain his effort. Of thesix saddled for the Cup, only three were really to beregarded as serious competitors." August 1, 1908.—" The Nassau Stakes [Goodwood] forthree-year-old fillies closed with sixty-four entries, onlya couple of

whom found their way to the post. Inabilityto stay the mile and a half explained the absence ofmany. French Partridge and several others who are intraining have shown speed over short courses, but areof little use in good company at a mile." August 10, 1908.—" At intervals, an Ormonde, a St.Simon, an Isinglass, a Persimmon, a Flying Fox appears,but animals of really the highest class come only atintervals, and in ordinary years those that stand out atall constitute so small a percentage that in the nature ofthings they can be seldom seen. A great many races



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 154                     THE ARAB HORSE took place last week, but probably no horse that canproperly be described as good was saddled, and not manythat can be held to approach goodness. Though theKing's filly Marie Legraye won her race at Brighton,there is no reason to suppose that she is anything likea good animal. If His Majesty's other filly could onlybe trusted to do her best there might be something of acareer before her, but there is no denying that the breedis shifty." August 18, 1908.—" Mr. Buchanan's Noctuiform wasapparently provided with a race [Windsor] in which hehad nothing to do. There were only two other runnersof most modest pretensions, but Noctuiform would notgallop, and finished last;

and the truth can no longer bedisguised that he is useless for racing purposes, and thisis the more unfortunate, as he may transmit his characterto his offspring when sent to the stud." August 21, 1908.—" Last year Galore was rated alittle more than a stone behind the best of the two-year-olds, but she has deteriorated and does not stay. JackHorner made his seventh appearance [Stockton]. Mesmerwon the Elton Maiden Plate; it is not often that so poora colt secures so good a stake." August 24, 1908.—" It is useless to regret that Parolehad not worthier antagonists in the Hardwicke Stakes.Racing is likely to be below the average to-morrow andon the following two days, as some of the most famousevents can only bring out poor fields. It is unfortunatethat this

week the races mentioned can hardly sustaintheir reputation." August 25, 1908.—" Perseverance II., judged from aNewmarket standpoint, is a very bad animal in spite ofher parentage, Persimmon—Reminiscence." August 28, 1908.—" That Blankney II. should havewon the Gimcrack Stakes [York] says little for theopposition. Since Newmarket he has been out on fouroccasions without in any way distinguishing himself."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 155 August 29,1908.—"Moderate sport took place [Gatwick].No good horse was seen. It is hard to say what sort ofhorses are so bad that it is not worth while to keep themin training. Fruitfulkis a mare with a rooted disinclinationto race, and College evinced no anxiety to do so." September i, 1908.—" His Majesty's Cynosure ran verybadly at Brighton a month ago, his one outing this year.He also ran once rather ignominously last season, and isquite unworthy to carry the Royal colours. The best ofthe animals engaged [at Derby] are of no more than thevery moderate description, an unsuccessful selling platerbeing in the handicap rather nearer to the top than tothe bottom."

September 2, 1908.—" Noctuiform either could not orwould not gallop [Derby], and he must be set down asquite worthless for racing. The style in which Weltoniacantered home for the Ascot Cup seemed to proclaimhim to be something better than a good horse, but hehas been a failure at the stud." September 7, 1908.—" There is an idea that Radium isnot entirely to be trusted. White Eagle's prospects donot seem so good after his failure at Derby, while therewas always a grave doubt as to whether he would lastover the St. Leger course. International is, it is to befeared, a confirmed rogue." September 10, 1908.—" Horses who could win, if theywould, unfortunately appear to be growing morenumerous. Mr. Buchanan has a notorious one in Noctui-form, and

his Temeraire seems to be another." September 24, 1908.—" Vamose is an cdtogether un-worthy brother of Flying Fox. St. Cyril's jockey beganto flourish his whip in a manner no doubt disconcertingto a colt of what it may be complimentary to call anuncertain disposition. A bad wind infirmity renderedit necessary to put a tube in his throat, and he has muchdeteriorated. It is a little melancholy to find in humble?100 stakes horses who have at one time seemed capableof making great names for themselves."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 156 September 28, 1908.—" Seven-and-twenty horses wentto the post for the Whatcombe Handicap. Mr. E. A.Wigan's four-year-old proved good enough to win, which,considering his antecedents, does not say much for thosewhom he beat." September 30, 1908.—" Aboyne is a very bad animal.A quiet day of sport [Newmarket] was relieved frominsignificance by the running of Bayardo in the Bucken-ham Stakes." October 2, 1908.—" The daughter of Cyllene and Sceptrehas a higher reputation than she deserved. Her in-feriority to Mr. Fairie's Bayardo is hardly to be estimated,but she did not seem to have much to beat in the TriennialStakes. The Sceptre filly is never likely to enhancethe fame

of her dam. Than Illustrious there is nogreater jade in training." October 8, 1908.—" The sport generally [Leicester] wasof an extremely moderate description, but the son ofSt. Simon and Laodamia earned a character for shiftinessof disposition, it is to be feared with reason. Kilcarbyhas won a couple of races, but from poor opponents, andcan only be set down as a disappointment." October 13, 1908.—" The Newmarket Oaks closed inOctober, 1906, since which time it has been demonstratedthat many of the fillies concerned in it do not stay." October 14, 1908.—" This handsome daughter of Ayr-shire and Maid of the Mint is such a nervous, excitablecreature that it is desirable to relieve her from the stressof work, more of which would be likely to impair

herfunctions as a brood mare, and the blood is of the highestvalue." October 17, 1908.—" The mare decidedly forced Bayardoto gallop, which he did with his mouth open and his earsback, usually symptoms either of distress or of un-generous disposition. Royal Realm, it is to be feared,has no heart for a fight. The son of Persimmon andSandblast has been out eight times, and this was hiseighth failure."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION. FROM THE TIMES 157 November 20, 1908.-—" A number of hard-workinganimals figure in the Stayers Handicap [Gatwick], thatis to say, hard-worked considering what is usually re-quired from a race-horse; indeed, the thoroughbred intraining has for the most part a luxurious time. " October 21, 1908.—" The meeting [Nottingham] hassunk to humble dimensions and the chief prize to-day isthe Midland Nursery of ?300, the class in which is nothigh. The average value of the animals that will runis very small. . . . The number of bad horses who appearon race-courses especially at this time of the season isremarkable. Not a few of the starters run so wretchedlythat it seems impossible they can win

any sort of stake.During the afternoon [Gatwick] eighty-eight horses weresaddled, and if the average value could be ascertainedit would come out at a very low figure. Cuffs showed thedisinclination to gallop which is characteristic of him.It is to be feared that roguishness in horses is becomingmore and more common. The fact, indeed, is confessed,though no remedy seems to be suggested." October 22, 1908.—" Punctilio has fallen off in a fashioncharacteristic of so many young horses who begin theseason successfully." November 16, 1908.—" In speculations as to what horsewill win, the only thing certain is that deductions willf ar more frequently prove wrong than right." November 18, 1908.—" Strange things happen, and notthe least strange is that so poor a

creature as Li Hung,even with the weight of 6 stone 4 pounds contemptuouslyallotted to him, should have contrived to win. It couldnot have been expected that a race of this comparativeimportance would f all to so inferior an animal. Bom-bastas' winning af?ords proof of the exceedingly feeblenature of his opponents." November 23, 1908.—" Hurdle racing and steeple-chasing are a variety of the sport which, in the wordsof the late Lord Suffolk, ' constituted the recognizedrefuge of all outcasts human and equine from the legiti-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 158                     THE ARAB HORSE mate Turf.' Every man did what seemed good to him,and in many cases this seemed very bad indeed. Allthe horses of whom most was expected, when the seasonbegan, have repeatedly failed. Prospector did so frominfirmity, as did St. Cyril. Lesbia was withdrawn.White Eagle and White Knight have lost more racesthan they have won. The year, so far as can be at presentascertained, has produced nothing of undoubted merit.Deceptive hopes are often raised by the way in whichthe young horses carry themselves. Many of them, good-looking and well-bred, soon go to pieces when put togallop half a mile at racing pace. Roseate Dawn, sincehe carried off the Spring Cup, has

consistently failed.Spate is given to disappointing the expectations of hisfriends." November 25, 1908.—" Dinneford retires from the Turf,with a faded reputation, sadly deteriorated." December 7, 1908.—" The Newmarket Sales will occupythe present week. As often as not the own brothers andsisters of famous animals prove useless for racing pur-poses, an argument which is not to be explained away.If it rarely happens thus, excuses might be found, butit is far too frequent an occurrence to be set aside as ha vingno significance." December 14, 1908.—" Though owners may be intenton getting rid of the worst animals, it happens on occa-sions that those cast off prove better than those whichare kept. A considerable number have been those, thewish of whose

owners to see the last of them is perfectlycomprehensible. It frequently happens that mares whohave been consistently unsuccessful as race-horses havebeen the dams of great winners, and those who havedistinguished themselves by winning the chief prizesof the turf, have failed to produce anything of any value.A good many animals were sold or offered for sale simplybecause their owners were tired of their incapacity orindisposition to race. No fewer than 375 horses duringthe last flat racing season failed to get off, and werepractically beaten before the race began. Experience



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 159 has shown that exclusive breeding, while conducive tothe preservation of type and fixed characteristics, isliable to beget constitutional weakness and impairedstamina." January 2, 1909.—" It was found out that certain good-looking horses which had never been in training or hadproved abject failures on the turf had been awardedprizes, merely because of good looks, and had signallyfailed with regard to their stock. Good-looking horses,which had been hopelessly incapable when sent to atrainer, or which had never been trained at all becauseof inability to gallop, were at times carefully kept andprepared for these premiums. The horse industry in theUnited Kingdom is

gradually declining." January 16, 1909.—" It is sad to observe the largenumber of horses who refuse to do their best." January 25, 1909.—" A not inconsiderable proportionof young animals are found to be so obviously wantingin essential qualities that they are not put in training ;others, in the course of their preparation, show that itis hopeless to persevere with them. There are, again,those who are in one way or another, by accident orillness, incapacitated for racing, ... for many young ones,whose action is irreproachable and who have begun tosuggest great possibilities, are found to lose their actionafter a comparatively short distance has been coveredat f uil speed." February 2, 1909.—" It is considered necessary to findoccupation for bad horses, which

accounts for the sellinghurdle race and steeplechase." Ibid.—" Neither on the Continent of Europe nor inthe great horse-breeding countries of Australia and Northand South America can the excellence of the breed bemaintained without constantly returning to the fountain-head for both sires and mares." March 22, 1909.—" As a whole the horses to whomthe chief events feil last season by no means compare • :.;??-. ,'?>.:,?.,.....:.:...



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 160                     THE ARAB HORSE favourably with the majority of their predecessors. AtLincoln anything approaching to a good horse was ararity." March 24, 1909.—" The significance of the race [LincolnHandicap] apparently is that we have a number of par-ticularly bad handicap horses in training." March 26, 1909.—" As a rule, two-thirds of the starters[in the Grand National] fail to finish : falling, refusing, orbeing pulled up." April 1,1909.—" When a horse is so lightly handicappedas to make the result of a race appear almost inevitable,he is frequently beaten." April 20, 1909.—" Only animals of moderate capacityare engaged in the Great Metropolitan Stakes. Teme-raire is a horse of moods. Chat apparently can win

onlyif the others are of very little merit." April 22, 1909.—" As invariably happens, several ofthe eighteen starters of whom much was expected didevery little; that, indeed, is a matter of course. Mostof the seven appear of small capacity." (Epsom.) April 26, 1909.—" Seedcake and the others are badanimals. Bad horses are apt to beat each other, thatis to say, their ' form ' is frequently not to be dependedupon. Seventeen worse animals have perhaps nevergone to the post to run for ?1,000." (Newmarket.) May 7, 1909.—" The race for the cup itself [Chester]was in truth of no great importance, after Yentoi hadgiven vent to his exuberance by a few kicks. The factthat Walter Tyrrell won the Stamford Plate does not saymuch in favour of those he beat." May 12, 1909.—"

Of the thirty originally entered,five ran, and three of these were not seriously con-sidered." (Newmarket.) May 14, 1909.—" Nimrod effectually resisted Maher'sendeavours to make him leave the Birdcage. After an



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 161 extraordinary display of temper, the intention of startinghim had to be abandoned ; he, in f act, declined to start."(Newmarket.) May 21, 1909.—" The York Meeting ended somewhattamely, the animals engaged not being a sort that evokemuch interest." May 29, 1909.—" Frequently owners regret the sparse-ness of their nominations ; very much more frequentlythe regret is in the opposite direction, that they haveput worthless horses into a number of races for whichthey can have no chance." June 7, 1909.—" Once more Rushcutter has failed todo what was thought to be well within his powers ; itwas generally supposed that he would at length redeemhis various failures, but

it was not to be." (Manchester.) June 14,1909.—" Walter Tyrrell took a race at Chester.He beat an inferior field there, and is himself small andunattractive. Dandyprat was Hghtly weighted [at Gat-wiek], and the allowance proved highly serviceable.Without it he would have been beaten. This colt israther a common place sort of animal." Ibid.—" It is understood that on Whirlpool no depend-ence can be placed, and that Mr. J. B. Joel's The Story isa hopeless sort of animal in the hands of a boy. He wentas f ar as he cared to go [at Newbury], and the ef?orts ofhis small jockey to make him go further were not of thevery least avail. Smuggler, carrying only 6 stone9 pounds, was left to win, and at the same time to showwhat wretchedly poor horses were running. A

numberof third-rate animals came out for the Kennet Two-year-old Plate." June 16, 1909.—" There seems reason to believe thatthere were some animals of more than average merit inthe Coventry Stakes [Ascot], a suggestion, however,which is advanced with full recollection of how frequentlym former years similar ideas have turned out to bewrong." 11



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf IÓ2 THE ARAB HORSE June 18,1909.—" Princesse de Galles' victory [at Ascot]was, nevertheless, a surprise. As so frequently happenson the Turf, the reverse of what had been expected tookplace. Cargill was a promising colt before he brokedown, and his soundness is now probably open to ques-tion, but here he proved good enough to do what waswanted of him. In spite of swerving about the course,and so losing several lengths, Dark Ronald won withsomething to spare. The truth about Glasgerion doubt-less is that he retains his fine speed, but cannot stay.The first event on the card was one of those races whichare scarcely ever seen elsewhere than at Ascot, with onlyfour starters, but all animals of

reputation. Of thehalf-dozen horses saddled for the Cup, only Santa Strataand Siberia were supposed to have real prospects ofsuccess. Yentoi could not possibly win; not muchseemed to be expected. Aquarelle really seemed out ofplace in a Cup field. Bomba ran very moderately atEpsom, and worse still previously at Newbury. HisMajesty's Minoru had two indifferent colts against himin the St. James's Palace Stakes." July 2, 1909.—" The filly proved herself a jade.Balnault did not run well, and the race went to Briolet,bought last year at a weeding-out sale. Norman III.ran badly, Galvani faltered, Your Majesty seemed tofail from inability to stay, White Eagle is not regarded asa stayer, and to have beaten him is by no means evidencethat Your Majesty can last.

Primer is an uncertainanimal. Glasgerion looked as if he was about to winuntil the post was nearly reached, when he suddenlyfiagged." (Newmarket.) July 28, 1909.—" Merry Jack looked as if his successwere assured, but when his jockey endeavoured to sendhim on to win, he threw up his head and opened hismouth in a style which indicated deliberate refusal,leaving the race to the filly." (Goodwood.) July 30, 1909.—" The Plate [Goodwood] was won byLagos, another son of Santoi, who has run so shiftilyon occasions that it can never be guessed what he may



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 163 do. The son of Rock Sand and Sagacity would not exerthimself, and could not be made to do so. Neil Gow won,but it was agreed that he did not do so in altogethersatisfactory style. He seemed reluctant to stride out;he is a singularly lazy colt. There is a suspicion theremay be something of trickiness. Five moderate horsescame out in the Cup." August 13, 1909.—?" The Story, however, did manageto secure the Devonshire Plate [Kemptonj, but in cir-cumstances which cannot be advanced as a proof of hisability to stay. The fact is, that a valuable stake—?1,000—was contested by bad animals." August 23, 1909.—" There were two ?500 stakes atWolverhampton, and each

of them was contested by nomore than three runners. Oakmere failed because hedeclined to put any heart into his work. In the corre-sponding race on the second day the winner Floriculturealso displayed the cowardice whk h is unfortunately foundin what seems to be an increasing number of cases, butthe opposition was so poor that the winner was reallyunable to fail. Hommg Pigeon won the WynyardPlate [Stockton], and she is no better than useful." September 3, 1909.—" Mirador has probably been over-rated in consequence of having won his last four races.In none of them has he beaten any but very bad animals.When Seraphim took the Ham Stakes, it was becauseher opponent Merry Jack would not try. Sister Anne didbadly in Wootton's hands, the Plate

falling to Holy Wind,a colt who had run wretchedly in the three stakes he hadcontested." (Derby.) September 6, 1909.—" Sagamore was one of the besttwo-year-olds of his season; but, like so many other horsesin training, he frequently refuses to do his best. The sonof Ian and Tathwell is another of the rogues, and histrainer was not in the least surprised to see that Maherwas unable to induce him to fight out his race." (Lewes.) September 15, 1909.—" A crowd was attracted by theCesarewitch, notwithstanding the fact that an excep-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 164                     THE ARAB HORSE tionally poor field were to assemble for the race. Itwas r.ecognized that in a collection of such indifferentanimals almost any of them might win, as the seventeenwhose numbers had been displayed began to canter tothe post." September 20, 1909.—" The Americans won the firstmatch [Polo] by nine goals to six. Their ponies showeda marked superiority. They started quicker than theEnglish ponies, turned inside them, and, when it cameto a stretching gallop, left them apparently without effort.The English ponies were not so markedly inferior as inthe first match, but inferior they certainly were. Theresult was a crushing defeat for England." September 24, 1909.—" At San Sebastian,

during thepast week, has been seen some of the best riding upon someof the best horses in Europe, mcluding two importantcompetitions between picked teams of officers repre-senting the armies of seven nations. In both these eventsthe English team was placed last." November 19, 1909.—" Diamond Stud was beaten forthe ninth time in ten races. Jf opportunities are affordedhim at the stud, it will be because of his pedigree andappearance, not of his performances." (Derby.) November 22, 1909.—" The possession of the winner isnot, however, a matter for much pride. The daughterof Cyllene and Galettia is many removes from a goodanimal. Mr. Fairie was not far from carrying off anotherrace, with a bad colt." (Derby.) November 24, 1909.—" After vainly striving

for threeyears, Seedcake managed to win ?100. Three of themost forlorn animals in training constituted the opposi-tion." (Warwick.) December 13, 1909.—" At the Newmarket sales market,last week, a number of mares were purchased by foreignbreeders. Of late years, England has been denuded ofmuch valuable blood for the purpose of founding familieson the other side of the world."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 165 December 14,1909.—" In to-day's programme at Notting-ham, Red Cloth was considered the best of those engaged,and he is not a good animal. Calderstone is one of thesix colts leased last year from their breeder by the King,but he and some of the rest have been returned as hope-less. For the rest, the fields in the hurdle races are com-posed of indifferent animals." December 20, 1909.—" With every disposition to makethe best of things, it cannot be pretended that the sport[at Lingfield] was more than indifferent. The steeple-chase included the four most promising horses in the entry,as they had won races, and three very bad animals ran." Ibid.—" In his fourth speech last

week, Mr. HallWalker stated there must be cordial agreement with hisremarks that it would be a most unfortunate thing if theBritish thoroughbred lost his preponderance, not onlybecause racing would deteriorate, but because the horse-breeding industry is one of the most important nowexisting in this country, and a source of employmentdirectly and indirectly to countless numbers. When itis remembered that ?40,000 has been paid for a horse—Flying Fox; that more than ?50,000 has been refusedfor another—Bayardo ; and that several other famouswinners have been sold for over ?30,000, what Britishpreponderance means may be to some extent understood.In no other country have such figures ever beenapproached." December 27, 1909.—" It is rather a curious

fact withregard to the last four races for the Derby that six monthsbefore the races won by Spearmint, Orby, Signorinetta,and Minoru, no one for a moment took any of ^hese namesinto consideration as that of a possible Derby winner." Ibid.—" Mr. John Burns, in his speech on ChristmasDay at Wandsworth Union Workhouse, said that tallmen might be mated with tall women, but the progenywould not grow talier and taller, generation after genera-tion. Either they would revert to the average, or thebreed would break down somewhere."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf i66 THE ARAB HORSE December 29, 1909.—" The Whelp performed as ifthe handicapper had not been far wrong in giving hima low weight, for he tired, and dropped out a few fencesfrom home; though he has been several times prominentin races of late, his opponents have always been of poorclass." January 6, 1910.—" The late owner of Wand gave600 guineas for the son of Wiseman when he was a two-year-old, but was constantly disappointed at his refusalto do anything approaching to his best, and gladly gotrid of him. The class of horse competing at the presenttime is extremely bad." (Gatwick.) January 15, 1910.—" Napoleon knew that withoutgood information of the enemy's strength and move-ments no

military operation could be conducted withassurance of success. He always rode Arab horses inthe field, and many of his marshals did the same, norcan anyone be surprised who has learned by experiencethe unequalled merits of the Arab for service in thefield." (The Military Correspondent.) January 17, 1910.—" At Wolverhampton only twovery bad animals came out last week for the amateurriders' steeplechase." January 24, 1910.—" Last week's sport rarely roséabove a very moderate level. Whether Round Dancecan last over the four miles and a half at Liverpool is amatter of pure speculation, even to his trainer. Thereis no reason he should not, except that so very few do." Marck 9, 1910.—" Several horses whose performanceswere good did not please the

judges, while several otherswho had no ' form' to recommend them won on looksand action." (The Hunter Show.) March 14, 1910.—" Waler ponies are more troublesometo train than Arabs or country-breds, but, when onceproperly broken, there is no better pony." Ibid.—" At the polo and riding pony show at theAgricultural Hall, the Eastern sires were interesting;



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 167 and no doubt crosses of this blood are at times mostdesirable, for they go far towards building up the distinctbreed of ponies which breeders are striving to provide." March 15, 1910.—" Large fields—of for the most partbad horses—came out to run. Meddler, whose stockgallop fast when in the humour to do their best, whichis not always; and this appears the stranger, as Meddlerhimself was a very generous horse." May 6, 1910.—" Dumella created extreme disappoint-ment. He is wayward and awkward, and never seemedto settle down to his work." May 25, 1910.—" Horses who cannot be depended onto do anything like their best are disagreeably common ;and Strickland is

a notable instance : no one can guesshow he may be disposed to run." June 1, 1910.—" There were 382 entries for to-day'sDerby, and a good many of the small percentage whowill compete seem altogether uut of place in the field." June 15, 1910.—" The result of the Coventry Stakes[Ascot] is to suggest that there can be little to choosebetween a number of the younger generation, as likewisethat all so far are moderate. . . . Shikaree is a bad horse,although own brother to a good one." June 18,1910.—" Admiral Hawke does not stay the mileand a half. Santa Fina is not to be trusted. Bomba,winner of the Cup last year, started for this minor stake,but ran as from all his races, with the exception of theCup, he might have been expected to do. . . . WhiskBroom had

seemed to show in the Trial Stakes that amile was quite as far as he could gallop." (Ascot.) June 20, 1910.—Horses with the exceptional speed ofBachelor's Doublé, which he displayed over the mile onWednesday, are rarely found to stay." (Ascot.) June 23, 1910.—" This race certainly seems to confirmthe impression which we have previously stated, to theeffect that the two-year-olds seen up to the end of theAscot Meeting are a moderate lot." (Newbury.)



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf i68                     THE ARAB HORSE June 29, 1910.—" Romeo behaved excitedly in thepaddock. A well-behaved stable companion was sentfrom Weyhill to soothe him by his familiar presence ;but this other sadly belied his character, and set a par-ticularly bad example, which Romeo readily foliowed. . .The winner is called a nice colt, bat he does not appearto help materially in the search for a really good two-year-old." (Newmarket.) June 30, 1910.—" Yesterday we referred to the un-deniable fact that Perrier inclined to run shiftily; butfor once he was inclined to gallop, and, having an easytask with the light weight, he won without difficulty."(Newmarket.) July 2, 1910.—" Sunbright refused to gallop; in fact,he made a

determined attempt to bolt out of the course."(Newmarket.) July 4, 1910.—" The existing impression that no reallygood young horse has been seen received confirmation." July 11, 1910.—" Mary Carmichael was beaten, andthere is no excuse to be made for her. She stopped, eitherbecause she could not last the five furlongs, or becauseshe had no heart to try. Neil Gow has a curious temper.For the richest two-year-old race of the season there wereoriginally 275 entries ; if a dozen of them start, the eventwill be accepted as sufficiently successful. . . . Theprogeny of Laodamia, who had a great name in her day,have done little, and are as a rule faint-hearted andcowardly." July 16, 1910.—Placidus was the only other one inthe field who seemed to be worth consideration,

and hisunrest, not to say fractiousness, in the paddock told againsthim." (Sandown.) July 14, 1910.—" There has always been a doubt asto the gameness of Decision, who more than once as atwo-year-old failed to do what was believed to be wellwithin his powers. . . . Cattaro has become hopelesslyungenerous." (Newmarket.)



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 169 July 9, 1910.—" As had seemed probable, PresterJack did not stay the mile in the Lingfield Park Stakes." July 18, 1910.—" Few winners of the Ascot Gold Cupreappear, and in not a few cases the reason of their with-drawal is that they are unable to run afterwards." July 25, 1910.—" Reflection does not increase admira-tion for Neil Gow or Lemberg. The fear is that neitherreally stays. . . . Placidus is not to be trusted." July 29, 1910.—" Bayardo was in a sulky temper [atGoodwood]. He showed reluctance to leave the paddock,and furthermore declined to join in the parade with thetwo who opposed him, a trick which Bayardo has playedmore than once." August 15, 1910.—" King

Edward, in years past,had frequently sent up particularly good-looking and, as amatter of course, notably well-bred yearlings whoentirely belied their promise, . . . Experience shows,however, that two-year-olds very seldom merit the descrip-tion of ' good ' when, as has been constantly happeningthis season, they beat each other, and keep on winningby heads." August 20, 1910.—" Of the forty entries for the Stakes[Hurst] three went to the post. . . . Louvegny has beenaccustomed to run over five, or rarely six, furlongs, andit is doubted whether he could last a mile, the povertyof the opposition enabling him here to do so." August 22, 1910.—" Among the large number ofPersimmon colts, bred at Sandringham, there have beennone good enough to have made his retention

as a sireeven worth serious consideration. . . . White Eagledoes not justify the belief that he was anything like areally good horse. Cheers was a coarse, clumsy animal.Jenny filly was the only animal of any approach to classwho ran at Wolverhampton.... Spiteful filly, who carriedoff the Hardwicke Stakes, does not seem to be of muchaccount. . . . Calluna gave weight to all the others inthe Stockton Handicap Plate, but she cannot be magni-fied into anything like a good filly."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 170                     THE ARAB HORSE August 24, 1910.—" St. Victrix has a determined willof his own. A few days since he stood stubbornlyrefusing to move, and was taken home." August, 25, 1910.—Claretoi ran wretchedly for theBibury Cup after feeble displays at Alexandra Park andNewbury. Even as a six-year-old with 6 stone 10 poundshe appeared hopeless." August 30, 1910.—" Strangest of all was the failure ofPiedmont [at Bath], who had only one opponent, a badfilly, not long since bought out of a selling race." September 9, 1910.—" The deficiency [at Doncaster] wasthe absence of high-class horses. There is never muchhope of a numerous entry for a long race in which it isknown that only a good horse is

likely to have a chance,good horses being, indeed, always scarce." September 12, 1910.—" Bronzino last year ran ninetimes, and could win nothing—he was never even second,Experience shows that the young animals who cost mostfrequently fail to win races." September 22, 1910.—" Dibs was induced to start [atWindsor], which he would not do at Chester, Ascot, orDoncaster." September 30, 1910.—" Of the 212 original entries [forthe Jockey Club Stakes] only nine were produced, and theowners of most of them were embarking on an utterlyhopeless enterprise." October 21, 1910.—" Munita has done little worthy ofher breeding ; she is a daughter of St. Simon and LittleEva. Brancepeth is also attractively bred ; he had neverrun before [Sandown Park], nor,

indeed, can he be saidto have done so now, for he got rid of his jockey as thestarting gate flew up, and took no part in the race." October 31, 1910.—" There is reason to fear that thethree-year-olds are below the average. An excuse ismade for Whisk Broom on the ground that ChristmasDaisy started off at a pace which demoralized the others ;



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM THE TIMES 171 but good horses ought not to be thus demoralized. It ison their speed that their reputations rest, and, if theycannot show it in emergencies, their claim to goodnessceases to be apparent. The experiences of the HoughtonMeeting do not tend to raise the character of the three-year-olds as a class." November 11, 1910.—" For some seasons past, inferiorhorses have been able to win the Liverpool Autumn Cup.A glance at the names of others who are likely to startsuggests something to the detriment of each." January 25, 1911.—" As has happened so frequentlyof late, nothing turned out [at Manchester] according towhat seemed reasonable calculation. Why the judgmentof

experts should be so continually incorrect just nowcannot be guessed ; but so it is." March 25, 1911.—" Thirty names appeared on thecard [for the Grand National], twenty-seven of whichwere ' coloured ' . . . After walking past, the twenty-sixturned round and cantered as if in an ordinary flat race,certainly creating an impression that there was notraceable decadence ; although what speedily foliowedwas unfortunately to raise doubts. . . . The exhibitionwas far from creditable to English horsemanship—andto French horsemanship—when, after one round of thecourse had been completed, actually no more than fiveof the twenty-six remained which went on their way ata greatly diminished pace. ... To what the downfallof so many was due—how the blame should be

appor-tioned between horses, trainers, and jockeys—is not to behastily decided. But it assuredly cannot be said thatthe Grand National of 1911 was creditable to the majorityof those concerned in it."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XVI DETERIORATION, AS GATHERED FROM THE AUSTRALASIAN All the extracts in this chapter are from the Australasianor the Argus, mostly the Australasian, which is one ofthe principal Australian weeklies. It is probably morewidely read throughout Australia than any other weeklynewspaper, and is of great weight. The extracts for themost part are from articles by sporting writers. It mustbe mentioned that extracts set forth here are often notcontinuous, and that some of them are from Englishcorrespondents referring to English horses. November 26, 1904.—" The last dozen years, the ex-tremely mixed animals that are exhibited in the ponyclasses are mostly low set horses, as unlike ponies as

theycould be. Such animals are weedy horses and not ponies,though they may stand under 14 hands. The true ponyis a distinct race." January 28, 1905 (quoting the Field as regards three-year-olds).—" During the last seven to ten years therewere only six horses that could be considered reallygreat, viz., Pretty Polly, Ard Patrick, Sceptre, FlyingFox, Persimmon, and St. Frusquin. And in Australiawe hear the same story—there is a tendency to sacrificeeverything to speed ; the proportion of fairly good horsesused to be better relatively (say fifty years ago) than now.The English thoroughbred of to-day is very fast, but he 172



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 173 does not last long, and a great many are cursed withvile tempers. Novei?ina is very wayward, her sisterCarrageen was not much good, and her brother HautNovo seems useless. Taking the season 1904, the Englishhorses are more fractious than ours. It is the exceptionto see a good-legged English horse of any sort, and alarge number are whistiers and roarers. Many of thehunters and some of the race-horses have tubes in theirthroats." March 24, 1906.—" There was a good deal of racinggoing on last week. The horses running were not firstclass. Perhaps, take them all round, the horses runningat Coolgardie seem to have been a poor lot." Ibid.—" At the Goldfields

Meetings at Coolgardie weakfields and badly-conducted sport were the order of thewhole meeting." March 31,1906.—" In Adelaide racing there is a markedabsence of good horses. The last interstate list is byno means a strong one, either in the Goodwood Handicapor Adelaide Cup. A large proportion of the local horsesdown for handicapping have no claims for inclusion inraces of this kind. When we had suburban pony racingbefore, the pony men proved nearly as tricky as thetrotting fraternity. That ill-mannered brute Brian Borucaused a ten minutes' delay at the post, Yum-Yum wasnot considered, and Grey Seaton is such a thief that hecould only be backed on the off-chance." May 12, 1906.—" The Bayonet is fast, but he is a verypoor stayer; he always runs with

his head in the air." June 9, 1906.—" The horses running in Adelaide noware, taken all round, a poor lot." July 7, 1906.—" Oblivion was not the only disappoint-ment. The National Hurdle race winner in 1904 has notin recent years run up to anything like form. Sarasati'swhole career suggests that he is a sour sort of horse thatwill only do his best occasionally. The Sun is a very lazyhorse."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 174                     THE ARAB HORSE August 18, 1906.—" Madderl, an English jockey, wasbadly worried by a horse called Marigold. Fred Archerhad a similar experience. Muley Edris seized him by thearm, and it was some time before the great jockey rodeanother horse. In England they have plenty of verybad-tempered horses, and some of the sires are absolutelysavage. Mr. W. E. Deakin once went in to The Marquis,which came from England, a savage, and the horse soonhad him down, and was proceeding to worry him whena flank attack by a lad with a pitchfork took the savage'sattention off Mr. Deakin, and he got out of the box.Winterlake was shot by Mr. Blackler because unmanage-able. Planter is a real

savage; years ago (1873) he pulleda boy off his mount. Dunkeld squatted upon his but-tocks, old-man kangaroo fashion, and pawed at Mr.Watson. For absolute savagery a horse called Cyclops,belonging to Mr. John Colbham, takes the cake. He killedone man and maimed two more." October 27, 1906.—" A wild customer Wandin is on arace-course. He banged into the gate going on to thecourse. Charles Stuart cannot stay. Little Fig was' not quite ready,' or perhaps the distance was too f ar.Fifeness seems to have lost his form. Czarovitch foundthe weight too much for him. Not long ago Mr.McDonald and Mr. James Scobie were very dangerousin all races. Now neither can win a race of any kind." November 29, 1906.—" The New Zealand Cup this yeardwindled

down to a poor field of very ordinary horses.Mr. Stead had nothing worth running." December 8, 1906.—" It may be that increased pacehas brought with it a lack of soundness. The Frenchhorses, with one exception, Maintenon, were not goodthis year. The three-year-olds of 1906 were a middlinglot." Ibid.—" At the Traralyon Show the blood horses werenot by any means what one would expect to meet with.There was nothing on the ground of quality to get all-round horses of the kind shippers for outside markets are



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 175 in constant need of. Thé present sires are more likelyto throw fast squabby weeds, for they represent neithersize, bone, nor quality." February 28, 1907.—" The old theory that racing im-proves the breed of horses has long since been exploded.Sprint races and light handicaps have turned thethoroughbred—once the finest saddle-horse in the world—into a leggy weed. It is now admitted in England thathe is unfitted to carry a man to hounds. The thorough-bred is theref ore unfitted to raise saddle-horses of sufficiëntstamina to withstand the severe test of a campaign." March 17, 1907.—"The New South Wales bred two-year-olds are a very ordinary lot. Nothing seems

tostand out. Boastful is a puzzle; she has disappointedtime and again this autumn. Lady DifMence, verymuch fancied, ran last. Dinlius is fast, but will notwork and eat at the same time. Emir had to bc gallopedevery day of his life or no boy could sit on him. Sarabandis a glutton for work, but shows no pace." May ii, 1907.—" Twenty starters for the WelterHandicap were such a poor lot that old Narelle was asgood a favourite as anything. Alexis gave a deal oftrouble at the post." June 22, 1907.—" If horse-breeding is to occupy theimportant position it has done hitherto, it can be doneonly by exercising more judgment in breeding. Generallyspeaking, it is conducted in a haphazard manner. Maresare bred from, because they are on the place and not muchuse for work.

The sire must be near by and not expensive;there is often not even a thought of selec+ion. A verysecond-rate lot of two-years-olds did duty in the MinookNursery. Grafton Belle, a light-waisted, leggy filly,lasted for half the journey." July 6, 1907.—" A London paper makes the statementthat it is now as difhcult to obtain really good horses inEngland as it is to find the proverbial needie in thehaystack."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf i76                     THE ARAB HORSE July 20, 1907.—" The field at Epsom was looked uponas a moderate one. The race proved that Slieve Gallionlacked the necessary stamina. The Imperial Plate of1,200 sovs. brought out a poor field, only se ven moderatehorses trying conclusions. At Lewes sport was of verypoor class. Oakleigh II. is an erratic performer." August 31, 1907.—" Of late years the thoroughbredhorse has been regarded by British horse-breeders as nothaving sufficiënt strength and staying-power to serve asa sire for hunters. The product of grade sires on gradedams usually gave uncertain results. The Americantrotter is the product of a large infusion of the bestthoroughbred blood. But, good as he is, I

doubt if hewould make a useful sire for raising remounts." September 14, 1907.—" The sight of a horse hooded andblinkered, as Tangaroa was on Saturday, is quite commonin England. The English race-horse is f aster than theAustralian. Where we have the advantage is in stayingpower, general soundness, and temper. The fear is thatwe get further away from the hardy old strains, and breedhorses which will lose their reputation for hardinessand become more like the English horse of to-day. Pacewill be increased at the expense of soundness and stamina.Race-horses are becoming more and more inbred, and, ifthis goes on much longer, there will probably be a collapseof the English thoroughbred. Horses are bigger andhandsomer than ever they were, and

some few of themare gifted with tremendous speed. But stayers are mostdifficult to find, and are decreasing numerically everyyear. There are far more roguish non-tryers than thereought to be, and far too many horses of delicate constitu-tion who collapse prematurely if they have to undergoany extra strain. Class in race-horses means great speed.The wiry horse is almost unknown in these days, and onehears of far too many breakdowns." September 21, 1907.—" In France, a brother to FlyingFox, named Pipistrello, attacked his groom in a paddock,inflicting injuries which resulted in the man's death.Mr. Allison says a real savage which he saw was Vatican.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 177 This poor beast had his eyes put out to prevent him fromseeing where to attack ; he was chained and roped in amost amazing manner. Other savages Mr. Allison knewin later days were the great Barcaldine, Beau Brummel,and Despair. ' Diamond Jubilee was a mad horse in hisfirst season on the turf,' he writes. Beaudesert nearlykilled his groom. George Frederick and Ladas are twoother horses Mr. Allison mentions among savages. TheEnglish Two Thousand and St. Leger winner, TheMarquis, was a villain of the deepest dye. Mr. W. E.Deakin resolved he would try and straighten The Marquisup, but the horse had him down in a twinkling, and waskneeling on his

chest preparing for a worry when he wasbeaten off [this was previously mentioned]. Mr. S.Gardiner had a special box with two doors. The Marquiswas let out into his yard through one while the groomslipped in the other and shut both doors. Winterlake,the imported horse who got Sandal and Isonomy, wassupposed to have been shot by Mr. Blackler on accountof his savage ways ; he worried his groom in Tasmania,and was shot while engaged in the performance. GangForward was tricky and not safe with strangers." Ibid.—" It is a long time since such a bad lot havecontested a suburban hurdle race. Darriwell was anabject failure at the stud. Mooltan's dam, Dilisk, hasnever produced a good one. Gibraltar was a failure atthe stud." September 28, 1907.—" The

great majority of the ex-pensive yearlings in England are of ten of little or no valuefor stud purposes. In the craving for fashion breedersignore the question of suitability. In 1905 there weretwenty-six four-figured yearlings, but only throe of thenumber worthy of notice, and neither of these well-bred." Then a considerable list of high-priced failures inAustralia is given, and it is said there are numerous others.The writer cites an English writer who argues that bybetter understanding the principles of breeding it wouldbe possible to produce more reliable yearlings. 12 .__._



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 178 November 9, 1907.—Dr. W. H. Lang, of Corowa, saysit is quite a common thing to see half a dozen horses inone afternoon's steeplechasing with a tube in theirthroats. November 23, 1907.—" New Zealand horses, taken allround, are nothing like what they were in the Musketperiod. . . . The sprinters in the Rosstown Plate werea weak lot. Perfection ran one of his worst races, andParan died out softly." December 7, 1907.—" Thirty-two horses were nominatedfor the Queensland Cup, but few, if any, of them can beclassed as Cup horses, and it seems ahnost a certainty thatthe two miles will be run in comparatively slow time." Ibid.—" Like so many Galopin horses, Grenelle israther bad-

tempered." Ibid.—" For the Cambridgeshire, fifteen horses facedthe starter, and the field was by no means a note-worthy one. ... A very bad lot did duty in theMaiden Plate, in which three of the Pistols ran, but sof ar they have done nothing. Anyone looking at thephotographs of racing in England must notice that oftena third of the field are blinkered." December 12, 1907.—" The Sir Tristram colt, Euroa,was fancied for the Queensland Cup, but behaved dis-appointingly, and the excuse was made for him that wetground was not to his liking. He was backed again whenthe ground was dry, but he failed badly, and there is justa suspicion now that he is a bit of a rogue. The Graftoncolt, Metograph, has been anything but a success, and theonly other of the age who

has any pretension of class,The Moulder, has for some time been developing sore-ness." January 4, 1908.—" The last week of the year hadplenty of racing of a sort, with the inevitable result ofsmall fields and but a poor class of racing." Ibid. —" A mile and a quarter was consideredbeyond Radiance, and so the sequel proved, as he shut



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 179 up rather suddenly and finished absolutely last. . . .The remainder of the field were a poor lot. Limestoneagain ran very badly, and Ganymede and Destinistmade a poor show. Over twenty horses contested theBrackley Handicap [England]; the majority of them ofmoderate class. Rambling Rector cost 2,000 guineas asa yearling, but has gone through the season withoutwinning a single race." January 25, 1908.—" Tangara would never have leftthe old country but for a wind infirmity. Antonio wasno champion in England, but we do not seem to havemany better horses out here. I heard certain prominentmen say on Saturday how green and awkward the Englishrace-

horses are for any other purpose. One said that ashacks they are impossible. Mounted in the morning,they are at sixes and sevens, jumping all over the place.The young ones will fall in quietly enough behind thequiet old stager used to lead the team, but try to ride oneof them by himself, and it is nearly as bad as driving acow away from home." February 1, 1908.—" A flighty Grafton filly gave a lotof trouble. Cooper could not keep Clemency straight.Waine Hill was very slow away from the barrier, wherehe was a bit bumptious. The horses running in thejumpers' flat races at present are a terribly bad lot." February 8, 1908.—" With the exception of Mr. K. S.McLeod's two-year-old, there were no horses of muchimportance at Sandown Park on Saturday. I suppose

itis no use thinking of Grenadier. He is a fine horse, butapparently cannot be trained. Unless Booran is at hisbest, the opposition will be very weak. Tulkeroo's chanceis a muddling race. It is astonishing hov often theAustralian Cup is run to suit non-stayers. Melodeon issaid to be a stayer, but I should doubt it. The importedTraquair is an excitable horse, and in England was verynasty. Of course he is a whistier. Badminton in publicproved absolutely hopeless. A more confirmed pig of ahorse has rarely been seen; he simply declines to makeany sort of an effort."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE i8o February 29, 1908.—" Oreus looks a loose-made,sprawling sort of customer that will give his trainer agood deal of trouble. Wai-ila cut it very badly, and is awild, soft-hearted customer. Kilbride is only a natty-looking little chap of the handicap class, too nervous ina race, and will not gallop when closely packed." March 7, 1908.—" Unfortunately, our horses do notinclude many really good ones. It is very seldom such abad lot of horses have run over hurdles as we saw onSaturday." March 14, 1908.—" Queensland racing to-day is almostentirely in the hands of ' battlers,' who have mostlysprung from the ranks of stable dependents, and who playthe game on the shrewdest scientific principles.

Haakonis now reckoned one of the best of our three-year-olds,and it will be a bad look-out for the balance of our season'sracing if it is to be estimated through him as a representa-tive of the leading lights. It is a sad pity that somemeans cannot be discovered whereby the trend of Queens-land racing may be turned in an upward direction.Commotion would not make his own pace, nor would herace to the right. Fryingpan was broken down. Malanagain and again showed that he was very apt to run abad race. At present we have a plethora of sprinters,but it is useless to ignore the f act that there was a lament-able lack of stayers at the recent autumn meetings. Thehorses capable of getting to the end of a solidly-run twomiles' race could have been counted on the

fingers of onehand. Nor is the deficiency purely local, as the samecondition of affairs prevails throughout the Common-wealth." March 28, 1908.—" The horses that run at Ballaratnow are stones below the form of those which contestedthe Ballarat Doublé in the sixties and seventies. Fieldswere good, but very few of the horses running are aboveplating form. A very poor lot ran in the hurdle race.Yeovil was not in a racing humour, but in a sour mood,and hung out badly all the way."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 181 May 2, 1908.—" Anyone who attended Randwick inthe mornings could hear horses roaring in all directions.It is an infirmity that gets worse, never better. Slowlybut surely the noise made by Mountain King increased ;he was not only beaten, but he was disgraced. Althoughthere were so many horses running at Randwick, anIndian buyer in search of two or three good ones couldfind nothing to suit him. As a matter of f act, the bestthree-year-olds of the season knocked holes in theirreputation. No really good two-year-old colt came tothe fore at Randwick. There is no question that soon wewill have any number of roarers about. There are plentyof them now, and they are on

the increase." May 9, 1908.—" It would be difücult to piek any yearin the eighties or nineties in which there were not moregood average horses available for export at the end ofthe season than there are now." May 13, 1908.—" They had good racing in Adelaide onSaturday, but as a lot the horses were not in the same classas those which raced in the time of Pride of the Hills,Lockleys, Ace of Trumps, Impudence, and others." May 23, 1908.—" Traquair is a beautiful thoroughbred,and was quite at the top of the tree in England until hebecame affected in the wind. Bill of Portland and Tra-quair were brilliant two-year-olds, who failed to race onbecause they became roarers." May 30, 1908.—" The hurdle racers running were farfrom a good lot. At West Australia, Thor

was regardedas the best of a bad lot for the May handicap. Stromeproved to be the best of a bad lot in the Epsom Purse.Northwood, dying to nothing, only scraped home by ashort half-head from Mahina." July 11, 1908.—" I did not notice an}' taking horse inthe Maiden Steeplechase. There certainly was nothingof the Great Western, Whernside, Hayseed, and Piratekind. Delaware always does something he should notdo."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 182 THE ARAB HORSE August i, 1908.—" Windlestrue had his toes in and hishead up most of the way. Nushka got second, but itwas a poor second. It is a pity the duff ers could not havebeen barred. The tendency to-day is to producesprinters, and not long-distance horses. A Tasmanianbred gelding by Cocos became a man-eater in Tasmania,and his short stud career was terminated about two yearsand a half ago." August 8, 1901.—" In England, Dalgety has so far failedto win back a single penny of the ?2,500 which he origin-ally cost. His display was even more disappointing thanany of his previous ones, for, although the race was pal-pably at his mercy, he resolutely refused to gallop. He isone of the most

arrogant rogues in training." August 15, 1908.—" As a three-year-old, Nigel was asquibby, greyhound-kind of gelding, who could win anoccasional short-distance race in bad company. Ahurdle racer has been aptly described as a horse too slowfor the flat and not capable of jumping fences." September 12, 1908.—" There were eleven starters forthe Steeplechase, and a real bad lot they looked." September 26, 1908.—" Races for bad horses are intro-duced to swell the fees and give the worst horse a chanceof winning a race. Does the Australasian thoroughbredbenefit by these weeds being kept on the Turf ? Would itnot be better, instead of introducing handicaps for theirbenefit, to knock them on the head ? What, we shouldlike to know, has a five-furlong race

for third-class horses todo with the ' Sport of Kings ' ? The ' Sport of Kings' andthird-class sprinting do not seem to blend.'' Let me repeathere it is a libel on the great Kings to call racing " theSport of Kings." And it is not an accurate quotation." The Sport of Kings " was hunting—hunting lions, tigers,bears, and so on. October 17, 1908.—" In Sydney last week there werethree handicaps run at distances varying from a mile anda quarter and three-quarters, to which ?1,400 was addedby the club, and yet these races only produced twenty-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 183 seven starters ! The great majority cannot even stay amile and a quarter. The list of brilliant horses up to amile, and a mile and a half, which have failed throughlack of stamina is pretty long. Hopscotch, a brilliantmiler, started favourite, and was done with some distancefrom home." October 24, 1908.—" The blood section [at WarnamboolShow] was very poor. . . . There was no excuse f or Pink'Un ; he failed because he could not see out a strongly-runmile and a half. Welcome Tryst was a disappointment.Bright Steel must have disappointed his owner. Knox canhardly be classed as a stayer. He failed as a stayer. Hefailed in the Melboume Cup, and has never been

successfulin anything over a mile and a quarter." October 31, 1908.—" Ripon was very dirty at the post,and swung round when the signal was given. Dhobi,like his dam, cannot get very far. Goldsign could notget a place in a bad field at Ballarat. ... At the PortAdelaide Racing Club thert were seventy-seven startersfor the seven races, but the horses doing duty were for themost part moderates." November 7, 1908.—" Sir Aylmer was backed for?32,000, and he made absolutely no show. Knox fadedout before entering the straight, and this was about theend of Bobby. I am not enamoured of the two-year-oldswe have seen so far. They seem a very ordinary lot.Another Melbourne Cup is over, and once more all theturf prophets have been floored. . . . Alawa" did

notstay. Peru's failure was even more surprising than thatof Alawa. Verily, racing is a funny game." December 5, 1908.—" The Stewards between Novem-ber 21 and November 28 witnessed some wonderfully in-and-out performances. There were no good horsesrunning at the different meetings, and bad horses do beateach other in the most perplexing marnier." December 12, 1908.—" In England probably therenever have been so many of the big races won by out-siders. The King's colt Perrier was found to be of very



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 184 THE ARAB HORSE little use. The American colt Norman IL, who won theTwo Thousand Guineas, is only moderate, and apparentlythe only good three-year-olds are Your Majesty and Llan-gwin. ... The South Australians outside Lord Carlyon arebadly off for first-class horses. And the horses running arenot what they were in the days of Sir Thomas Elder, theReids, Harts, Bowmans, Piles, Croziers, Rounsevells, etc." January 9, 1909.—" I never remember seeing so manylame or sore horses to go to the post for a race before.Half the lot that started [at Randwick] could not reach outat all when they cantered. It was just a case of a numberof indifferent horses beating and being beaten in turn.Lady Carbine has

been a prolific breeder, but so far herstud record has hardly come up to expectations. Trent-moon could never be trained. Banksia's record at thestud has been poor." January 16, 1909.—" Several of the best horses wentwrong. There are but very few good class ones about.Cameron is a poor finisher. Mr. James Wilson, junr.,was unlucky in buying the imported Ormenus. Of all thehorses that have discredited Australia in England, NocLui-form bears away the palm. Charles Stuart was a goodtwo-year-old, but he never was any good afterwards.Cranberry was doomed to fail. Oban and Survivor werea couple of frauds. Abercorn was a failure in England.Far better to breed from the best here than to keep onimporting low-priced sires that English breeders will

nothave at any price—horses that England has no use for." February 27, 1909.—The South Australian handicapperwas at Caulfield, naturally taking stock of the jumpers.I think he must have come to the conclusion that theywere a pretty bad lot." March 20, 1909.—Tasmanian Turf: " So far there donot seem to have been any young horses of promiseamong the locally bred ones making a first appearance ona racecourse." March 27, 1909.—At the autumn campaign in SouthAustralia there are not likely to be many of first-class



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 185 running. There are very few good horses about just now.We breed three times as many yearlings as we did twenty-five years ago, but for some reason or other we seem todevelop few race-horses." April 10, 1909.—" Large, strongly-built animals, whichare often spoken of as possessing great constitution, arefrequently tainted with constitutional hereditary disease.... In the way of racing the want of good horses willbe feit. No fewer than sixty of the seventy-five horsesentered came out and raced, but they were a poor lot.Wolseley was favourite, but he is one of the pooreststayers racing. Player, unfortunately, has a bee in hisbonnet, and you never can teil how he will

conduct himselfin a race." May 1, 1909.—" No horses of any consequence ran atSandown Park. Akim Foo, wearing blinkers, was verybad. After a somewhat long delay at the post, causedby the fractiousness of several of the runners, a good startwas effected." May 8, 1909.—" With three opponents on Tuesday ofanything but high class, the Whirlpool gave a most dis-appointing display." Ibid.—" Lord Strathmore made a sorry showing overthe sticks. Eleven went to the post. The class, how-ever, was very poor. Our second division horses aremoderate indeed. The result showed that the local horsesare very poor. There was a large field for the MaidenPlate, but they were such a bad lot that nearly 4 to 1 waslaid on Doughty." May 29, 1909.—" A letter [from

Calcutta] from a friendof James Watson refers to the difficulty which Indianowners are now finding in obtaining their requirementsin Australia, owing to the dearth of horses of the stamprequired. The leading Indian sporting weekly, the Asian,says that Australia is in danger of being entirely cut out.The hurdle racers in the Grand Annual must have beena poor lot. The Victory became fractious in his box andsplit his pastern; he had to be destroyed. The ill-mannered



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf i86                     THE ARAB HORSE Sportsman went through and over two hurdles. Therewere thirteen runners for the Two-Year-Old Handicap,made up of second-raters." June 5, 1909.—" That mulish brute, Brian Boru, wasallowed to go to the post again. After backing into thebarrier and breaking it, he was left, and whipped roundand stood stock still." June 19, 1909.—" The Irish correspondent of theSportsman wrote that the poor quality emphasized thenakedness of the land as to jumpers, except NattyMaher. The others could scarcely be deemed worthy offigure." June 26, 1909.—" The two-year-olds were a poor lot.Lord Derby had no chance, and Mutilator did not runas expected. Seddon faded out, and I expect it

will notbe long before the handsome fraud is gelded. Wooroomaseems to be as great a rogue as Seddon. Jimmy Barbourmet his death. Tracker has a habit of pulling." July 6, 1909.—" The horses likely to run in the GrandNational Hurdle Race appear to be a commonplace lot.There will be a large field of very indifferent horsesstripped for the big hurdle race. A number of GrandNational horses were out in the jumpers' flat race, butthe majority of them shaped indifferently. Good stayersare not numerous in the old world. The two-year-oldsrunning at this time of the year are a very shy lot. TheAnniversary Handicap only brought out five runners.They were a poor lot. For the son of Cyllene a brilliantfuture was predicted, but he failed to win another raceafterwards." July

24, 1909.—" Last week the Committee agreed togive the treble handicap idea a trial. This seems vevylike a confession of weakness. Horses not good enoughto run in the second divsion of a sprint handicap shouldnot be encouraged. . . . The horse's head was generallypointing to the middle of the course and he ran a poorrace. Finally he got Burn out of the saddle. SergeantBrue ran one of his very bad races, and Sweet Bird is a



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 187 long time striking another patch of form. Trelo Vouni,who shot G. Lambert over his head before the start, wasone of the leaders at the home turn, and was beaten fully100 yards at the finish." August 7, 1909.—Vaporise was heavily backed, butmade a poor showing ; he appears to be badly touched inthe wind. The favourite, Oboe, was beaten out of herplace." August 14, 1909.—" In the class of thoroughbredstallions (light horses), the three- and under four-year-oldstallions were a poor lot. Such thoroughbreds as wereoffered last week were mostly of the stallion sire class, andeven buyers for this sort would have none of the weedyundersized animals which comprised

some four-fifths ofthe stock offered. Over fifty trotting stallions wereoffered, and there was a melancholy procession of verycheap and nasty animals past the auctioneer's box.Hardly any horses with free-gaited trotting action werepresented, and every horseman who does not aspire towin races on the trotting track is about sick of the sightof hobbling paces. There were a number of very younghorses offered, and, generally speaking, the quality wasbelow that presented last year." August ai, 1909.—" No fewer than 120 horses tookpart in the A.R.C. Grand National Meeting, and therewere 114 starters for seven events on Saturday. Thedozen who did duty for the Grand National Steeplechaseon Saturday were a poor lot. Concave appeared to havea decided chance,

but was not started, so I suppose hasnot picked up his form. I wonder what is the matterwith Paraloch. He was tailed off all the way. Sinderbywas backed on the strength of a good gallop, but he ranwith his head in the air; apparently he has no taste forracing. Jolaire was very nasty at the post, and finallyhe refused to leave until the others had gone a furlong.Apparently Siege Moi does not stay. Finnaseur, a greatperformer, was a very nervous horse, and during one ofhis displays of temper in his box he broke a pastern and



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf i88 THE ARAB HORSE sustained other injuries, from which he subsequentlydied. Curtain Lecture failed to stand training. He is asplendidly bred horse. Mr. Tom Ivory, another of theold-time racing men, is gone. He had horses right up tothe middle of the eighties. Horses had to work in thosedays." September n, 1909.—" There are a number of supposednon-stayers among the acceptors, and, as for the Derby,I think I can piek out some that must have been left inby mistake. Are the Adelaide horses any good this year ?It is hard to judge on the racing I saw, but old Waipunacarried nine stone three pounds and made mincemeat ofthe lot opposed to him in the Glenelg Handicap. Tarponwon the steeplechase, but

apparently he had very littleto beat. I am afraid the field was a very poor one. Sofar nothing stands out against the two-year-olds this year.Runners were hardly up to the average." October 2, 1909.—" King o' Scots beat a poor field inthe Carbine Hurdles. A poor lot of jumpers contestedthe Jaurdi Hurdles on the second day, and a very moderateperformer in Doublé Eagle won. Monobel failed to win.Several trainers do not think the horses here are a good lot.Two have told me that their own teams are, with one ortwo exceptions, bad. Probably there are any number ofsmart sprinters about, but very few good distance horses." October 16, 1909.—" The Tolo Welter is a poor sort ofrace, but suits owners of second-class horses. The fieldwill not be a remarkably

strong one as far as the qualityof the competitors is concerned, but it will be a large one.It is to be hoped these ' plate and purse' horses willnot last long enough to get in the lead of the good ones.The English horses after a couple of seasons or so cannotbe depended upon to do their best; they become sick ofracing, and either play up at the barrier or sulk after theyleave the barrier." October 22, 1909.—" Woorooma again gave a very poordisplay, stopped, and could not be persuaded to go onagain. Osin, who ran so badly in a race at Williamstown,lately died out very softly. You would hardly expect a



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM AUSTRALASIAN 189 horse by Finland from Gossip to be a stayer. There aresome very bad horses entered for the Perth Cup thisyear." October 30, 1909.—" It has been said that the ' class 'of the horses entered for this year's Moonee Valley Cupsurpassed that of any previous year. This may havebeen so, but the class of the starters certainly did notcome up to the class of several of the early years." November 6, 1909.—" A good many of the 1908 year-lings can go fast enough to win short distance races.Their weakness is want of stamina, and wind troublesare more common than they were. The horses whichran for the Derby on Saturday were not a credit toAustralia. What a mean

lot they would have lookedalongside Darebin, Commotion, and Somnus, who werein the Derby of 1881 !" December 4, 1909.—" Praetor had the reputation ofbeing very faint-hearted, and was often filled up withwhisky before a race." December 18, 1909.—" Half the horses handicapped forthe steeplechase were scratched, and the half-dozen leftwere so moderate that the ancient Earl of Castles wasquite the piek. Goshen, as usual, showed pace, but hestopped to nothing. All the six hit hard at a 3 feet11 inches fence opposite the stand the first time, andBassanio was nearly down at it the second time. Yoko-hama and Hawkeye feil, while Bassanio jumped badlyall through, and apparently he is not much good." January 8, 1910.—" Although Australian mares,

whoseorigin is obscure, have done so well as producers ofwinners, sires tracing to these mares have, generallyspeaking, been failures at the stud. The Barb was theCarbine of his time, but his stud achievements did notrank anywhere near his deeds on the race-course; hisname as the sire of winner appears but rarely. CuttySark was a great performer, but a moderate sire ; althougha horse of great quality, he achieved little distinction asa sire."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf igo                     THE ARAB HORSE January 15, 1910.—" Any old sort of horse or race willserve the purpose for which the majority of the crowdwere at Mentone on Saturday. One horse is as good asanother for a gamble. . . . The Kishengarb team are atpresent warm favourites. A good native team is alwaysa bad one to tackle. I have been lookmg at this team'sponies, and they are certainly a superb collection of high-class Arabs." January 22, 1910. Scobie was one of the finest year-lings ever seen in a sale-ring, but on the race-course he hasbeen a great disappointment. Brasseur can gallop, butI suppose he and Noonday will die out towards thefinish." March 12, 1910.—" The absence of three of the

starperformers of the time, when we have a few good onesand a great many indifferent ones, made all the differenceto the meeting. Take away Ripon, and the jumperswere a bad lot indeed. Does this mean bad riding or aresome trainers putting razor-like toe-clips on their horses ?Something appeared to happen to Sentorius soon afterthe start. Eye Glass, another fancied one, was constantlyin trouble. There were only seven starters, and it was apoor field."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XVII DETERIORATION, AS GATHERED FROM NEWSPAPERSGENERALLY I now set out some extracts from various other news-papers, which have casually come to hand from all parts.They all teil the same tale of lamentable deterioration. S. A. Register, August 14, 1902.—" The Report of theHorse and Mule-breeding Commission of the Governmentof India during 1900 and 1901, says of the Australianhorse trade that the supply is decreasing and deteriorat-ing. Not only has deterioration set in, but it is bound toincrease rapidly, as many of the best mares have beensold." Ibid., January, 1905.—" The number of lame, unsound,broken-kneed horses in Adelaide is yearly increasing, andit is said

that a really sound animal will soon be a thingof the past." Farm, Field, and Fireside, 1905.—" Roaring andwhistling, and kindred diseases attack a horse morefrequently than formerly, and one assumes that theincrease has been commensurate with the increase orheight and size of our üght horses." The Age, March 19, 1905.—" Anything we may do tocheck the deterioration which is taking place in thequality of our horses would be good sense and an Imperialservice." 191



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 192 Truth, Ocfober 12, 1905.—" For some time past, when-ever there have been ecstacies of enthusiasm about theprospects of an exciting race, something or other hashappened to withdraw one or more of the competitors ;when the sporting papers have been filled with lamenta-tion over the collapse of a race there has of ten been anunexpectedly sensational issue." Elder's Weekly Review, June 27, 1906.—" Good maresare very scarce, and we may be sure that a great manyweeds and illgotten brutes will be used as dams." Pastoralists' Review, January 15, 1907.—" For manyyears past the general breed of horses in Queensland hashad the reputation of being the most inferior on

theAustralian continent, and it may be conceded that theordinary best type of horse had for years suffereddegeneration from neglect. It must also be admittedthat on many occasions the class of sires used were notsuch as to keep the stamina for which Australian horseswere notable in the earlier days of settlement. Beforea Select Committee of both Houses of Parliament, evidencewas given by many practical horse-breeders and buyersto the effect that our ordinary marketable horses weredeficiënt in bone and muscle, entirely in accord with thealmost unanimous evidence given before the Committeeby buyers for Indian and other foreign markets." Sydney Mail, July 24, 1907.—" The sport opened witha hurdle race, which ended in a farce. Only three ran,and

one of these had little pretentions to winning formin the worst of company." Ibid., August 28, 1907.—"The strapped-up racing-machine which, with few exception, is as useless for theroad as the six-furlong galloping wasters." Sporting Times, August 31,1907.—" No one ever thoughtmuch of the three-year-old fillies this year, and they didnot show to great advantage in the Yorkshire Oaks :they crawled for half the journey. It was cheering tosee Lord Harewood's colours in the front, for he is oneof those decreasing in number year by year who race forthe pure love of the sport."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM NEWSPAPERS 193 Western Moming News, November 11, 1907.—?" TheGrand Sefton Steeplechase brought out fifteen runners.Glacis refused to run his race out, though by Carbine.Glassalt also passed on her unfortunate failing to heroff spring Bonspiel II. . . . Polar Star only ran fairly,and may never prove to be greatly endowed with stamina.Slavetrader may be hardly good enough. Oakleigh II.ran badly in the Liverpool Cup. Keystone II. has givenonly disappointing displays. . . . Hanover Square seemshardly good enough. Shilfa is none too sound. . . .Laomedia is only a moderate mare, even if an Oakssecond. . . . Whinbloom has done nothing during theseason. . . . Burscough

lacks class." The Badminton Magazine, December, 1907.—" Marl-borough, a hopeless failure as a flat-racer, equally uselessat steeplechasing, was given to a brother ofhcer, but tooka dislike to military duties, and was as great a failureon parade as he had been on the race-course. His newowner thought to make him earn his living by pullinga dog-cart, but he ran backwards with it, and smashedboth the trap and shop window. Three times his gallantowner put him at a jump, and three times did thatuseless brute gallop bang into the middle of it." 5. A. Register, December 17, 1907.—"The Hon. J. J.Duncan said that he had been associated with horse-breeding all his life, and that the breed had deterioratedof late years. Years ago, horses were bred that

couldgallop long distances with substantial weights on theirbacks. Now they breed weeds to carry only a boy overa few furlongs, and he attributed the result to thetotalizator." The Advertiser, March 2, 1908.—" The condition of theSouth Australian trade is not satisfactory, as suitablehorses are hard to get, though the Indian Army RemountDepartment are offering ?45 apiece for them. ... AtFlemington, Encambene got out of hand in the CorinthianHandicap, careering round the course and up and downthe straight, and unseated his jockey, who is sufferingfrom concussion." 13



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 194                     THE ARAB HORSE Fry's Magazine, July 7, 1908.—" Three thousand sixhundred guineas was paid for a chestnut colt by Per-simmon out of Surprise-Me, which turned out a completefailure, never winning a single race. Rubio, the latestwinner of the Grand National, was bought at publicauction for fifteen guineas, the price of butcher's meator a caravan nag." S. A. Advertiser, July 3, 1908.—" An English farmerwas unfavourably impressed by the way in which themongrel element was allowed to manifest itself in Victoriaamong all classes of stock." The Lone Hand, November 2, 1908.—" The earlymaturing horse, like the early maturing tree or humanbeing, is not as tough as those of slower growth.

Ahighly-strung animal like the thoroughbred horse is veryeasily overwrought by too much galloping. Only aboutone race-horse in three wins a race at all, while a tre-mendous percentage of those put into training neverstart in a race, so that their names never get into thecalendar." The Advertiser, October 18, 1909.—" Mr. Ritchie saidracing produced horses of the kangaroo dog type, whichwere not a stamp useful on the road. If the legs and feetof the race-horses gave way on the turf, as they often did,it was not likely that horses of that type would be muchuse in ordinary work." Elder's Weekly Review, December 27, 1909.—" Mr.Dutton's remarks upon the horses kept by the Clarefarmers are curious and interesting. The breed of horseshas dwindled very much,

and, until that of strong, activehunters is again introduced, little improvement can beexpected. The introduction of Suffolk Punch stallionswould be of infinite use to the breeders of draught cattle,as they combine great strength with activity, and wouldhelp to banish out of the country that vile breed of heavylimbed black horses that have so long usurped the placeof a more generally useful kind. The heavy black horse,commended by all English writers, as the English cart-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION, FROM NEWSPAPERS 195 horse, would have been far too large for the work of aClare farm, and would eat too much to make the keepof him pay." The Advertiser, January 8, 1910.—" That meetingconfirmed me in the view that, if you take away theliquor facilities from patrons and the opportunity forgambling, it would be a very sorry, sick affair, lacking invariety, attractiveness, and the means of general diver-sion and enjoyment. A large amount of alcoholic drinkwas consumed at the races. I do not wonder that all thoseengaged in the liquor traffic are in favour of race-meetings." Ibid., January 21, 1910.—"Mr. Brewer, on beingasked, said racing in England was only carried onby the richer

classes, and for this reason, therefore, itstood on a higher grade. . . . The English thoroughbredwas a highly-strung animal, and was spoilt and pam-pered." 5. A. Register, February 1, 1910.—" ' Horse-breedinghas been neglected to a remarkable extent in recentyears,' said a well-known Burra grazier a few days since.And, as a result, good animals can scarcely be securedfor love or money. If some one does not start breedingsoon, the horse will become an almost unobtainablequantity." Garden and Field, February, 1910.—" The Collingrovepony stud, with some Shetland and Welsh mares thorough-bred, and a small infusion of Arab blood has been used,and the result has been a very handsome type of pony.The polo pony mare Rosemary, by Rosewater,

wonthirty-six firsts and champions. This ma:e came outin foal to the celebrated Mootrub. Mootrub is anArab of the Seglawi Jedran strain from Nejd in CentralArabia, brought to England, where he won on all occa-sions shown, taking twenty-one first prizes. He is thesire of many prize-winners." Elder's Weekly Review, February 9, 1910.—" To breedfrom, to get good upstanding hacks, get strong, clean- 1



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 196                     THE ARAB HORSE legged, active mares, cross them with an Arab to hardenup the bone and give staying qualities, then re-crossagain with the English thoroughbred." Elder's Weekly Review, Ibid.—" Now, although thiswas not the first important importation of Eastern andforeign blood into England, I wish to emphasize the periodand mark the influence of Arab blood. It is beyondargument that the introduction of Eastern blood has beena potent factor in improving the breed. I do not see thesame grand class of upstanding hacks of twenty yearsago. The Arab did not exactly found a new breed, butwas merely a fresh infusion. No one undertakes longjourneys in England by road in these days, and it is

onthis account that the hackney is now more for show thananything else. ... In making a choice of a mare to breedfrom, I should always go for a moderately small one;they are generally endowed with a better constitutionthan very large ones." S. A. Register, March 7, 1910.—" What with one thingand another, the sport provided during the two days atCaulfield and the four days at Flemington was justabout as poor as has been witnessed for many years.The open events were correspondingly tame. There wasa scarcity of good old horses running at the meeting." The Advertiser, July 5, 1910.—" As to the Derby itself,of the fifteen starters only a third were deemed to possessany earthly chance." The Melbourne Herald of November 16, 1910, citesMr. F. W. Purches

as a recognized authority on horse-breeding, who says that the race-horses of to-day are notbetter than they were twenty years ago; that there isa lack of hardness or a deficiency in quality. They arespeedier, but they lack a valuable quality. The St. Simonblood, he says, has a highly strung nervous system and ashiftiness of nature, and lacks honesty. The Englishthoroughbred of to-day may be compared to a specializedhot-house plant.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XVIII DETERIORATION ACCORDING TO SUNDRY BOOKS ANDMAGAZINES This chapter gives some extracts from various booksand magazines, whicb go to prove and explain deterio-ration. Nineteenth Century, March, 1894.—" Many of thethoroughbreds from Ireland are practically only the casts-off of the racing stables, too often purchased at a lowprice because they are useless and unsound." Pearson's Magazine, October, 1905.—" There is difncultyin sketching a thoroughbred in a horsebox, owing to thevigorous protests of thoroughbreds against strangers intheir quarters. Some people may admire those vigorousprotests as English pluck, but it is very objectionableon a battle-field or on a

scout." Major Parry, in his " Sketch of the Suakim Campaign,"1885, states that the English horses were a seedy lot, andit would have been far better if they had nad nothingbut Arab horses. The mounted infantry, mounted onArab horses, had much the best of it over the roughground. In " England's Horses for Peace and War," Mr. Verede Vere Hunt says that, although fine specimens of theBritish horse are to be found, yet more unsoundness,weediness, and deformity than previously existed hasmarked our general horses of late years. 197



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 198                     THE ARAB HORSE In a letter to the Royal Agricultural Society inNovember, 1863, Colonel Baker writes : " The deteriora-tion of horses in Ireland is an evident and acknowledgedf act. One cause is the dearth of good stallions andinability of the poor horse-breeder to make use of a superiorsire, and the use of fashionable rather than sound anduseful blood. The origin of the cause of complaint inthe racing stables is the worn out, unsound, and diseasedracer with false shapes, and past all patching and piecing,which is too frequently used as a sire. The majority ofour general horses are the off spring of thoroughbred siresof which a very great majority are not chosen with regardto soundness, so

that defects are transmitted to theoffspring. The great bulk of Irish horse-breeders haveeffete, unsound, and highly objectionable outcasts ofthe racing stables. For one fine grown, sound, weight-carrying and long-running race-horse an abominably greatnumber of unsound ' weedy' half-milers, or four-furlongshadows, can be polled. A well-known sporting writerwrites : ' Long races are not so popular as they used tobe, owing to the dimculty of getting horses to stay thedistance.' " Mr. C. L. Goldman, in " With General French and theCavalry in South Africa," says : " The proportion of unfithorses is astonishing. One might examine hundredsupon arrival without finding a single animal sound enoughto go through a month's hard work. The class of horserequired

was a small, well-bred horse. A large numberof those they had were soft, which gave in easily and hadno heart." Mr. John Gilmer Speed, in the Century Magazine ofSeptember, 1907, remarks that Lysonby, in America,started fifteen times, and won all except one of his races.His winnings aggregated $178,190; his shortest racewas five-eighths of a mile, the longest two and a quartermiles, the aggregate length of all his races was twelveand a half miles, which represents the life work of thegreatest horse of his day. probably the greatest of thisgeneration, which f acts qo not inspire much faith in the



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION ACCORDING TO BOOKS 199 value of the modern thoroughbred or in the improvementof the common stock. In Sir Humphrey de Trafford's work, it is stated thaton the discovery of gold in Australia, horses were bredanyhow, and by 1880 New South Wales was overstockedwith underbred, useless horses. At the same time, thebreed was contaminated by cart blood from England,and the whole spirit of the turf was changing, and thespirit of the gambler was abroad. " Many horses of to-day are weedy without bone and stamina, and, if not goodfor racing, are of no use for any other purpose. Theordinary breeder never has a chance of using the besthorses. Then, too, the breeder is led away

by the mererecord of races won without reference to distance, weight,or horses defeated. There are some excellent Australianssent to India, but far fewer than there used to be.Australian horse-breeding is in danger also from a scarcityof suitable mares, which it might be possible to cure bymating selected mares with an Arab stallion. There isunanimity of evidence is to the past excellence ofAustralian light horses, and equal unanimity as to therapidity of the decline in their value." F. W. H. Crosland, in " Who Goes Racing ?" saysthat Lady Hasty showed how really bad are all the three-year-olds when she dismally failed in the Brighton Cup.The turf is really more venal and less scrupulous to-daythan it has ever been in its previous history. In the " By-Lanes

and Downs of England," SylvanusR. Bentley writes of a wretch called Voltri, a black,long-legged impost er that they managed to make a greatfavourite for the Derby. He describes another " brute "as high as a house with capped hoeks and stringholt,called Big Tom of Lincoln. " ' The trute' was a rigwith the disposition of Satan." Sir Walter Gilbey, in " Horse-breeding in England andIndia, and Army Horses Abroad," 1901, says : " Theracer of the thirties was lighter than his ancestors, but hewas far stouter and truer made than his modern descen-dant." Sir Walter cites Colonel Hallier's description of



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 200                     THE ARAB HORSE them as being generally handsome, but often shallow ingirth and back rib, light in barrel, and from 70 to 80 percent. leggy and deficiënt in bone. " Diseases of legs aremore common among thoroughbred stock—e.g., curb, bonespavin, are not infrequently shown. Few of this stockprove fit for British cavalry, and hardly one for horse orfield artillery, but some are purchased for native cavalry." In " The Penicuik Experiments," Professor Ewart,F.R.S., states that during the autumn (1898) he had hadfurther evidence that the thoroughbred constitution is verydelicate. " As a matter of fact, the English race-horsecompared with the Arab is like the hothouse plant thatonly manages to

hold its own when forced and nursedwith unusual care, and after all, except for covering veryshort distances at a great speed, the majority of thehundreds annually bred are of comparatively little use.That there has been a falling off in the thoroughbred maybe inferred from the smallness of the percentage of eventolerably successful horses out of the prodigious numberbred at an enormous outlay. Reversion to the vigoroushardy horses of bygone days would be the salvation ofthe English race-horse." In the Pastoralists' Review of July 15, 1907, a writer,describing a Maiden Hurdle race, says that he went downto Melbourne almost purposely to see La Carabine, somuch in love was he with her breeding. He saw amiserable washy chestnut thing walking round the

pad-doek, knuckling over on her hind fetlocks at almost everystep. You could have knocked him down with a feather. In " Riding Recollections and Turf Stories," HenryCustance says that " Mr. Smith had nearly forty horsesin training, four of them good enough for anyone. Theothers could not win a saddle. Broomielaw, with hismouth wide open, was a savage but smart horse. He wasnot a success at the stud, as he transmitted his badtemper to most of his progeny. Beauhamais, a littleblack mare just under 14-2, was an extraordinarylittle animal, but had the most perfect action, like agreyhound bowling along." The author believes that, as



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION ACCORDING TO BOOKS 201 a rule, horses fifty years ago were much better than theyhave been for the last twenty years. Munsey's Magazine, November, 1904.—" Contests whichtest endurance no longer have a vogue. The thorough-bred has practically reached the limit of its development,and there is reason to fear that stamina and courage havebeen sacrificed to sprinting ability." Ibid., April, 1905.—" The American Cavalry Horse,"by Captain Wilmot E. Ellis, says that high-strungthoroughbreds demand care, and are inconsistent withthe exigencies of active field work. The Rapid Review, September, 1904.—" About 1,400two-year-olds make their début on a race-course everyseason, but by

the next year they have been so thoroughlytried, and the inefncients so carefully weeded out, thatthere remain only a dozen or so good enough to go to thepost for the Derby." In the Badminton Magazine for June, 1905, Mr. JohnPorter says horses transmit from generation to generationmany of their eccentricities and tricks, and whatever thecause we do not now appear to have the same good honestsound horses we used to have. The Badminton Magazine, October, 1905, gives a list ofqueer-tempered horses : St. Maclou. Kilglass. Prince of Tyre. Sweet Sounds. Good Morning. Von Strome. Knight of Kars. Persimmon. Disguise II. Diamond Jubilee. Worcester. Florizel II. Best Man. St. Symphorien. Grave and Gay. Tornado. Pretty Polly. Telesinus. Ladas.

Robert the Devil. Barcaldine. Lowland Chief. Sachem. Fritz. Black Arrow. Bridge. Vedas. Cousie. Magie. Sandboy.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 202 The Westminster Review, October, 1908.—" A breedertakes into account the number of type animals from whichthe selected animals have been bred. If an animal hasbad ancestry, though to all appearances satisfactory, it isunlikely to breed true. If the animal is itself a badexample of good stock, then it may perpetuate the worstpoints of this stock." Mr. J. G. Speed writes thus in the Century Magazinefor November, 1908 : " The thoroughbred has been bredup till he is on an average more than 8 inches taller, andcertainly also very much faster. But he has become along-legged fellow, very nervous, lacking stamina, andnotoriously unsound, so that he usually runs to the endof his career before

he is four years old ; very frequently,indeed, before he is three. In continental countries muchenterprise is shown in securing the best blood that maybe had in other countries, not omitting the Desert ofArabia, whence comes the best and purest equine blood inall the world." In an article on " Army Administration : Past andPresent," in Blackwood's Magazine for September, 1909,Colonel G. K. Scott Moncrieff says : " In spite of the factthat we are a horse-loving nation, our horsemanship leavesmuch to be desired." In an article on " The Cult of the Unfit," in the Fort-nightly Review for August, 1909, E. B. Iwan-Miller writes :" It seems that every disease to which animals are liableis due to man's interference. The hardiest of racesdeteriorate when the stimulus to struggle

is diminishedby the slackening of resistance. The Italian colonists ofRome went down before the Visigoths. The Visigothswent out of training, and could offer no resistance to theArabs, who themselves succumbed to their hardier co-religionists. . . . The heroism displayed in the struggleto avoid the workhouse as the asylum of old age has beenas invaluable to the State as it has been for the foundationof individual character. So the pampering of thorough-breds softens and deteriorates the breed."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf DETERIORATION ACCORDING TO BOOKS 203 Writing in Fry's Magazine for October, 1909, Mr. A. S.Galtrey remarks that " Pellison as a three-year-old wasvery bad-tempered. His temper even became worse as afour-year-old ; indeed, he became unmanageable, and itwas impossible to do anything with him. Merry Miserwas so mad that she always ran away from the post, andwas not seen again for long after. Vedas, whowon theTwo Thousand Guineas, was quiet enough in the stable,but out of doors he was a perfect devil." According to Perkins' Christmas Annual, for 1910, it wasonce said of the yearlings by Vedette that they ought tobe sold by the gross, so numerous were they, and, as arule, so bad. Fry's

Magazine, September, 1910.—" Race-horses of to-day are nervous, highly-strung animals, and, even if theydo not actually possess greater brain power than theirancestors, they seem at all events to be much moreinclined to act in accordance with their own volition,"which is a mede of saying that they are bad-tempered. The Live Stock Journal, p. 71, 1911.—" Mr. Mime'wasvery much struck with the number of badly-shapedstallions at the Thoroughbred Stallion Show in Londonthis year, when he was judging, and he pitied manydistricts where such horses were sent for the want ofanything better."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XIX HORSE-RACING I must say something about racing, because it is evidentlythat which, more than anything else, is ruining thethoroughbred, not that it is the racing itself which isdoing so, but the breeding for the sake of gambling-racing,which is notoriously the fashion. It is all nonsense tosay that racing is intended to improve the thoroughbred.It is not intended for anything of the sort. Originally,it may have been so, although I doubt even that; butin these days it is the last thing thought of. It is in-tended in these days to give some people amusement,and to give many people opportunities for gambling andplucking pigeons, and but for the gambling there wouldbe little if any racing. Indeed, for the mere

purpose ofimproving the breed of horses there would not be a singlerace run. A lover of horses and of racing, who is a very estimablegentleman, a rider of racers, an owner of race-horses,often called in as an official on race-courses, once said tome that I would not find in the whole world in the samenumber of people the same amount of concentratedvillainy that I would find on a race-course; in fact, arace-course illustrates a celebrated saying of the Tich-borne claimant: " God made some men with brains andno money, and some men with money and no brains;and them as has money and no brains He made for themas has brains and no money." 204



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING                         205 As to the pretence that racing is in order to improvethe breed, supposing that a horse-breeder in Englandbred horses really for that purpose, and that he hada stallion or two which would unmistakably do so in ahigh degree, but the foals of which would be rather tooslow for modern gambling and racing ; then suppose alsothat he had a stallion which would get foals which wouldbe certain to win every race that they ran for during ayear, although they would in all other respects be weeds—utter weeds and begetters of weeds—which horsewould that breeder breed from ? Why, from the latter !He would prefer a scrubber whose foals would win himhalf a million of money to a solid

sire that would improvethe general utility of his foals for all time. At least,nine hundred and ninety-nine thousand out of a millionwould do so. The hollowness of the pretence that it was to improvethe breed of horses would soon appear if betting weredisallowed. If the reverend gentlemen who attackgambling for ethical reasons were to attack it also forworldly reasons, as tending to ruin horseflesh, they wouldsooner or later be successful. They need not drop theirethical arguments. They could throw them in, and Igive them a few authorities that will put them on the track;and which, used with the eloquence and power whichthey can use, would be bound to have considerable effect.One of the most impudent of pretences is to pretend thathorse-racing as now

managed is " the Sport of Kings."It is enough to make the ghost of poor old Nimrod turnin his grave. He hunted lions, wild boars, at timesprobably tigers, and certainly panthers, besides otherdangerous creatures, and to liken even by the use of aword Nimrod's hunting to the running of a set of sprinterswith tubes in their throats and blinkers on their eyesis too utterly preposterous.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 206 THE ARAB HORSE The nations of Asia, born horsemen who live on horses,certainly race. Their race-horses, however, are not racing" specialists," but their ordinary everyday horses, andthey would scorn to race for half a mile; they run, too, forfifteen, or twenty, or thirty miles. I have no objectionto racing in itself. I have no great objection even tobetting, though I never made a bet on a horse-race.I know many excellent and worthy men who of ten bet.What I object to is the demoralizing scoundrelism whichflocks to a race-course and degrades humanity ; and, mostof all, I object to the terrible temptation which bettingon horses gives to boys, just entering into life, to theirruin. They would not steal to bet, but they

steal to pay the" debts of honour," which they recklessly incur. Debtsof honour ! incurred by putting faith in the low betting" spieleis " of the race-course. Those boys would not betexcept for the mobs and the excitement caused by mobs.I do not mean to say that boys would not be found tobet on other things occasionally, but they would not betin the mad spirit and to the mad and ruinous extentthat they do now, encouraged and urged on as they areby the wholesale public, racing and gambling excite-ment. It is a disgrace to our nation to permit it. To post a name in respect of racing betting should bea felony ; to threaten to post a name or threaten to exposéor inform, or to do so against any person in respect ofbets paid or unpaid should be a misdemeanour; and

inany action brought against any person to recover moneydirectly or indirectly incurred by, through, or in conse-quence of betting, the defendant should have judgmentfor the amount sued for. The evils springing from bettingon horses are so terrible that they should be remorse-lessly put down, and, indeed, it would perhaps bedesirable to extend such clauses to all gambling, but no



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING 207 gambling has the terrible consequences which racingbetting has. I respectfully invite the Labour Party tolook to this. It is, I firmly believe, of mfinitely moreimportance to their party and to the nation to stop orcheck this evil than to get a few more voters on the rollof our Legislative Council. What makes the betting so dangerous to youth is thatracing debts are allo wed to be termed " debts of honour "by society at large, and the gambler who does not payhis bet is liable to be " posted," which is social ostracism,so that a youth who has lost will steal to hide his shameif he cannot pay, whereas he would not as a rule stealin order to be able to bet. Posting might be an un-objectionable enough rule

amongst men of the worldand " spieiers "—at all events, I have nothing to sayabout that—but it is cruel to our youth and discreditableto society, and injurious to the nation, to apply it to school-boys and to young men just entering upon life. The Rapid Review, December, 1904, says that the" increase of gambling is strongly marked among womenas well as men." Of course, there would be gamblingof some sort, even if there were no horse-racing, but thatbreeds it, nourishes it, vastly increases it, and keeps itgoing. But anyone who ever reads that Review can seehow racing gambiing increases gambling in other quartersand in respect of other sports, and demoralizes youngEnglishmen, and, according to the Rapid Review, youngEnglishwomen also. Mr. Leopold

de Rothschild, in the Badminton Magazine,January, 1905, says that racing is a business nowadayswith one and all, and that the old-fashioned enthusiasmhas vanished, except on rare occasions. Mr. Gollan saysthat the turf is crowded with people chiefly of the wrongkind, and that there are not excellent folks sufficiëntto stem the tide of the less desirable, and the presentcondition of the turf is " bad." He wants to know



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 208 THE ARAB HORSE what the Jockey Club has done for the horse, and he setsforth twenty-four different things which require to bedone, amongst which is the closing of the Course to all" runners, tick-tackers, bonnets, lumberers, tale-tellers,spieiers, and other predatory wild fowl." He says thatthe modern breeding has developed a special animal allnerves, long legs, straight joints, and short back towork long limbs rapidly. He also afhrms that thethoroughbred creature is useless for sireing steeplechasers,hunting, or cavalry horses ; that racing is a giganticmoney-making (or money-losing) business, and he quotesthe Daily News, which declares that the turf is a gamblingmachine, run and controlled by gamblers.

The South Australian Register, January 30, 1905, saysthat racing is a business nowadays with all and one,and it gives the quotation which I have just made fromthe Badminton. The Advertiser, August 23, 1906, says that manyaudacious attempts have lately been made to circumventthe proper conduct of racing, the latest instance happeningto-day at Bendigo, an attempt being made to assist anindifferent jumper by tampering with the jumps duringthe night. The Australasian in 1906 said that the high pricesobtained—Doncaster, 14,000 guineas; Diamond Jubilee,30,000 guineas; Galtee More and Ard Patrick each20,000 guineas; Sceptre, ?25,000—are accounted for ina measure by the increase of racing all over the world.A man breeds from a thoroughbred

because he may drawa prize for racing—that is, for gambling. The stakesare as a rule nothing by comparison. The same paper, October 27, 1906, affirms that, " Withthe totalizator denied and wagering upon a race-courseprohibited, racing in Victoria with the breeding ofthoroughbred stock that hinge upon it would receivea death blow." I do not remember, and it is not worthwhile looking back to see, whether that is written by a



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING 209 racing man or a non-racing man : it proves what Ihave said, that it is gambling alone which keeps racinglively. In an introduction to a little book on the London DailyPress, published by the Religious Tract Society, it isstated that " Horse-racing, except as a vehicle for betting,is practically non-existent." The Australasian, February 1, 1908, quotes the Illus-trated and Dramatic News as saying that it takes about?500 a year to keep an average horse. Some trainersare paid three guineas a week for a horse, and there areentries, forfeits, travelling, stabling away from home,jockeys' fees, possibly share of a jockey's retainer,plating, owner's travelling and hotel bills, colours,trainers' incidental

expenses, and all sorts of little items.Why, even the marines would not believe that thoseitems and " all the other little items" were expendedonly to improve the thoroughbred ! From The Australasian, November 28, 1908.—" Forsome time past it has been freely rumoured that an' electric spur' has been used by boys, and that,although no actual proof has been secured, there is nodoubt that it has been used on unregistered courses, andthe writer had an opportunity of inspecting one. It isswitched on or off at will from the wrist, and a horsewould make an unnatural effort when stirred up withit at the end of a race. At one of the unregisteredmeetings recently a jockey was caught with one on himjust prior to a race, while a youth who was disqualifiedfor life is said to

have used one, and to have got rid ofit before the inquiry." The Advertiser, December 31, 1908, mentions anaccident which occurred during the running of the lastrace, which brought about the death of a jockey on whomwas found an electric appliance. The stewards cameto the conclusion that the trainer of the horse directedthe use of the battery connected with the spurs, and they 14



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 210 disqualified him for life for malpractice. Except for thesad death of the unfortunate jockey, no one would everhave known of the use of this disgraceful implement ofcruelty. The Rev. Canon Horsley in 1907 took the propheciesin the daily papers, and compared them with the results.One hundred and fifty-six races were forecasted, and in98 of them six sporting papers which were selected failedto name a single winner. For these 156 races, the sixchief sporting papers nominated 898 horses, and 777 ofthem were wrong. The Sportsman nominated 197 winners,of which 170 were wrong. The Sporting Life nominated155 winners, and 139 were wrong. The Licensed Vic-tualler nominated 122

winners; 104 were wrong. Landand Water nominated 149 winners; 131 were wrong.Total nominations 898, of which 777 were wrong. TheDuke of Portland, in order to put the matter to a practicaltest, sent ?7 14S. to thirteen sporting prophets. Theresult was they sent him 19 winners and 95 losers. Ofthese prophets, 4 out of 13 were only able to guess 1winner to 35 losers. On another occasion, the Canonselected 19 papers, and found that there were 13 rightguesses against 114 wrong ones. The Advertiser, September 2, 1907, relates that a man,I think in England, had sent ?10 for six telegrams advisinghim to back certain horses, but none of the " certainties "won, and Judge Bacon declared him legally entitled toget the money back. The same paper,

November 24, 1908, states that " thereported offer of a retainer of ?2,000 a season to FrankWootton, the thirteen-year-old jockey, illustrates thepossibilities of money-making in the saddle. To-day thereare at least four boys in the States, all well under twenty,whose earnings exceed ?2,000 a year. There is a fineopportunity for a very great sermon on this." On December 10, 1908, the same paper states that inthe Legislative Assembly in Victoria, Mr. Perry (Minister



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING 211 of Agriculture) laid upon the table a report by the ChiefInspector of Stock upon the effect of short-distance raceson horsebreeding. " Races under 6 furlongs for horsesthree years old and over must be regarded as injuriousand detrimental to the horse-breeding industry of theState, as they encourage the racing of animals devoid ofstamina and quality." No one ever doubted it. Truth, of April 14, 1910, says : " There is something atonce melancholy, grotesque, and instructive on hearingthat a boy has been solemnly reprimanded by a body ofstewards for the offence of winning a race. ... It isannounced that the price of Minoru for the Derby is' only 100 to y.' Nobody who knows anything about

itattaches a partiele of importance to these betting returns,which are all balderdash, as there is no genuine marketon the Derby or any other future race. There is alwaysan outburst of crazy cackle of this kind at the opening ofthe season, and last year the gullish herd were tragicallymisled by the extravagant rhapsodies about Perrier."Who are the " gullish herd " the writer refers to ? Arethey not those who believe that racing improves horseflesh ? In " Who goes Racing?" F. W. H. Crosland says thathis brother gave an analysis of the prophecies of thesporting editor of one of the daily papers, from which itappeared that, if anyone had put five shillings on eachof his nominations, he would have lost ?50 in a month.This reminds me that I checked the tips given by "

sports "in the papers for Onkaparinga in 1909, and I found thatnine were right and twenty-six wrong. Mr. Crosland also says that " the only way to get ridof sprinting is to abolish horse-racing, which exists simplyand solely in order that people may bet. The decadencewhich has overtaken horse-racing during the past fewyears is shown by the circumstance that the ' Sport ofKings' is nowadays very largely the sport of Shadrach,Meshach, and Abednego." It is and always was a libel to call racing " The Sport ofKings." That term originated in, and was until of late



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 212 years, applied to hunting, which develops manly andnoble qualities. To kill a lion with a spear or an elephantwith a butcher's cleaver, or to stick a wild boar, is sportfor Kings—sport like Nimrod loved ; but to prick a horsewith an electrical machine, or to dose him with poison, isscarcely king-like. " Kosmos," writing in Melbourne on the " Ruin of theTurf," says that " to make all betting illegal will be toreform the turf off the face of the earth. English ownerskeep horses for the purpose of making money. Commonsense, experience, and statistics all prove conclusively thatwithout betting there would be no turf. Betting isessential to the existence of the turf. If owners cannotback their horses, they will not

run them for the publicamusement. It is the bookmakers who all over thecountry keep up the interest in racing." In the " Blue Ribbon of the Turf," L. H. Curzon saysthat " many a time, as sportsmen know, the second horseis better than the horse which wins the race. Why, ithas been asked, should the chief jockey have an incomeequal to that of an Archbishop, and far more than isreceived by a Prime Minister, or a General in the army ?"The answer to that question is because the chief jockeyknows how to play the gambling machine better than aninferior jockey. Dr. Ramsay Smith, the Adelaide Coroner, held aninquest on April 20, 1910, on a jockey killed in a race atMorphettville a day or two previously, and he found thatit was dangerous to start a large field from the

7-furlongpost under present conditions. He shrewdly added thatthe element of danger might be ignored if there were any-thing to show that it gave a good horse a better chance ofwinning any race, but there is not. Certainly not, Iadd. Very often, the best horse is not intended to wina race. The National Review, August, 1904.—" Not only arethe toils of our soldiers in the tremendous defiles of Thibetforgotten in admiration for the paltry performances of



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING 213 childish cricketers, but the stupendous and fateful dramawhich is being enacted by the banks of the Yalu falls ininterest before the question of the triumph of a Frenchor English racehorse." It is the example set by racingthat encourages the mad lust of sport in other cases tothe damage of our youth and to the detriment of thenation. From The Badminton Magazine, October, 1904, itappears that the merest trifle may change the whole resultof a race—a stumble near home, a bump, the faintesterror of calculation on the part of the jockey, the slightswerving of a beaten companion, a change of leg, somelittle thing which, however, involves huge consequences.Those are all accidents, but the writer

might have addedphysics, electricity, or the pulling of a rein, or the scoresof other secret swindles which are indulged in. That these are many is well known. His Honour Mr.Commissioner Russell said in the Insolvent Court inAdelaide, a little while ago, that the evidence before himshowed another of the dirty transactions connected withthe Turf, one of numerous and unfortunate facts whichsurrounded association with the sport. Life says that the race-track is directly the largestagent, and the most successful, in recruiting for thecriminal class. It makes more moral wrecks than anyother. To say racing is the cause of finer horses is likesaying that the consumption of milk improves the breedof cows. The real race-track is gambling, and it increasesthe breed of the

thoroughbred rascal—-for of the manybreeds of rascals your gambler is the most thorough. Afew of the owners of race-horses are rich men of character.The most of them are men whose secret thorghts wouldmake daylight shudder. They are coldly, mercilessly,unscrupulously " on the make." To gamble is the funda-mental, the real object of the race-track. " Withoutgambling there would not be a race-track or a racing-stablein the country. The race-track is responsible for most ofthe downfalls among the class of young men on which ourfuture depends."



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 214 The Register, of February 27, 1905, quotes the Rev.H. Worrall, of Hobart, who had said that Tattersall's wasan octopus that put its tentacles around the Common-wealth, and sucked the life-blood out of tens of thousandsof people. It had drank the tears and blood of industry,commerce, justice, and manhood. Also on another occasion an article stated that" amongst those who attend race-meetings are tricksters,welshers, tale-tellers, monkey trickers, Yankee sweaters,thimble-riggers, three-card tricksters, tote-readers, tick-tackers, tote-prayers, enough to make one ashamed ofhuman nature—villainy untold and almost unimaginable." In passing sentence on a prisoner in Sydney, Mr. JusticePring

called " betting on horse-races one of the worstvices of the community, responsible for more crime thanany other vice he knew. It was sapping the life of thecommunity. Week after week, young men sacrificed them-selves to pay so-called debts of honour." The Australasian complains that " the presence of the' penciller' is undermining the genuineness of manyamateur contests, and reducing them to the level ofmoney-making speculators." That quotation shows howracing gambling is pervading other sports. The Advertiser, of December 16, 1905, reports JudgeEgleson as saying that the case was one of the mostpainful he had had to deal with ; the prisoner had beenswept into a whirlpool of gambling, which was rapidlytending to become a national curse. On February

7,1906, Judge Murray, in passing sentencefor embezzling, said that gambling was one of the cursesof New South Wales. A young man, guilty of stealing? 100 belonging to the Bank of Australia, stated that horse-racing was responsible for his ruin. The Advertiser, of July 16, 1906, mentioned that a brutalmurder had been witnessed on the Flemington race-course,a hideous, revolting outrage committed by gamblers. From The Advertiser, of November 16,1909 (Wellington,New Zealand): " To-day, in sentencing a young man who



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING 215 committed several offences of embezzlement in order toback race-horses, Mr. Justice Chapman said many youthswere exposed to great temptation through the presenceof bookmakers in the community, and the sooner itreturned to the former system of betting the better." Mr. John Gilmour Speed, in the Century Magazine,September, 1907, affirms that without bookmaking horse-racing as now conducted could not exist, for it is conductedfor the sake of gambling, and the horses are used merelyas part of the gambling machinery. " The reporters teilof the great wagers won, and a great win is regarded as agreater achievement than breeding a staunch horse."That is a moderate way of putting it. A

writer (I have mislaid the reference) complains thatthe sporting men, wherever they have got control, havekilled every vestige of sport. " The best specimens ofthe racehorse are nearly perfect in symmetry, but notparticularly useful except as runners on the race-course,for which purpose only are they valuable." Mr. F. W. H. Crosland, in his book, " Who goesRacing ?" says that the Casino circles of Europe may beiniquitous gambling hells, but he defies the worst of themto attract in a thousand years a tithe of the brazen knavesthat you can meet at an English race-meeting in a singleday. There is something about racing which makesalways and inevitably for unscrupulousness and dishonour. In " The England of To-day," translated from OliveiraMartius, the author says "

that everything in England,absolutely everything, is turned into sport." In the " Blue Ribbon of the Turf," L. H. Curzonwrites : " In order to guard against the slightest deception,a body of mounted police had orders to escort the winnerback to the stand, a very proper precaution, but affordingsad cause for reflection that the whole system of racinghas become so foul as to necessitate it." Sir Hiram Maxim, in an article on " The Fallacy ofGambling " (Pearson's Magazine, September, 1909), says



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf 2l6 THE ARAB HORSE that for ten years he has made a careful inquiry, and allthe old players have admitted to him that on an averagethey have only won back about one-third of the moneythey have staked. He states that about five years agoa certain gentleman made an experiment for the purposeof ascertaining the percentage against the player, andfoliowed it up during the whole of the racing season, andthe result was a percentage of thirty-two in favour of thebookmakers, whose making a book is just as much abusiness as is stock-broking. At Monte Carlo we havethe amazing fact that the players have to place no lessthan ?72,000,000 in order to give the Bank its profits of?1,200,000 per annum, and Sir Hiram

scoffs at the ideaof any system to win at gambling as utterly hopeless. Bishop Mercer of Tasmania said that Australiansworshipped the chance of getting somebody else's moneyfor nothing. Horse-racing had always been a shady sortof affair. The Advertiser, of August 13, 1907, states that " atthe annual meeting of the Owners and Trainers Associationthe President said that the professional punter was thegreat bane of the race-course: those were the scoundrelswho bribed jockeys and caused nine-tenths of the mischiefthat brought disgrace to the turf. They could swindlethe public out of thousands of pounds without risk, andnothing could be done to them." At Northampton, on October 6, 1907, Mr. John Ward,M.P., said that ?25,000,000 a year was squandered

onracing studs, and the cost of keeping up one stud wouldalmost provide a whole country with old age pensions;and, besides the money squandered in keeping studs,another ?25,000,000 was wasted by foolish members ofsociety in betting. It was an absolute disgrace, for racingwas no earthly use, but a positive injury to a greatmajority of our people. Racing was neither sport noramusement, but merely something catering to an un-healthy excitement which bred cheating, lying, andswindling.



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf HORSE-RACING                        217 In the " History of the Royal Buckhounds," Mr. J. P.Hore says that the original intention at Ascot was thateach animal was to carry 12 stone. An Act of Parliament(13 George II., c. 19) directed that five-year-old horsesshould carry 10 stone, six-year-olds 11 stone, and seven-year-olds 12 stone. The owner of any horse carrying lessweight to forfeit ?200. This national race-meeting wasinstituted in 1711, chiefly as an exhibition of speed andstamina by the horses, and a display of jockeyship by theriders. Nothing there about improving the breed. Eventhen the Earl of Pembroke, a good judge of a horse, wholiked racing, disliked the surroundings of a racecourse(I7I5)-



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CHAPTER XX CONCLUSION The preceding pages afford overwhelming evidence ofthe deterioration of the thoroughbred, the urgent needfor the infusion of new blood, and the undeniable claims oithe Arab. Of late, the science of Eugenics has attracteduniversal attention. All breeders know that it is ofparamount importance in the case of horses, but, not-withstanding the elaborate efforts to breed upon the" figure " and other systems, the results satisfy nobody.It is impossible to predict with any confidence what theproduct may be. Out of the thousands of yearlings foaledannually a very large proportion are worthless; themajority of those put into training can never pay fortheir keep, while of the remainder the percentage of

thosecapable of staying more than a mile is infinitesimal. Themost highly-priced yearlings often prove a completefailure on the race-course; on the other hand, we constantlyhear that a big race has been won by the off spring of somecast-off mare. As at present carried on, breeding is alottery, pure and simple. Apart from uncertainty inother respects, the same animal can rarely be relied uponto perform consistently. From time to time, a horselike Sir Bevys, or Signorinetta, upsets all calculations bywinning the Derby, and never earns another winningbracket, although Signorinetta did manage to secure theOaks also in a weak field. Examples of horses with a 218



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CONCLUSION 219 single meritorious performance are nötorious. To thisgeneral unreliability there are, of course, a few exceptionsevery year. As a rule, three or four horses stand out bythemselves, but their pre-eminence only tends to empha-size the inferiority of the rest. The classic events areconfined to an insignificant number of possible competitorsout of hundreds of entries. Thought, time, and moneyare wasted in the vain endeavour to secure an animal ofthe desired quality, and thus it will continue so long asbreeders refuse to abandon their antiquated methods.In considering this, I put on one side the rearing of race-horses as an instrument of gambling, because the solejustification of the Turf is that it can improve

the breedof horses, and in this I unhesitatingly maintain that itconspicuously fails to-day. The great defects are want of stamina, excessivenervousness, and frequent vice. As to the last point,yearlings, perfectly quiet and docile in the home paddocks,frequently change their character altogether when theyhave been two or three weeks with a trainer. Thisis probably caused in many instances by the roughhandling of stable-lads, and by bad treatment whenrunning as two-year-olds. The " American seat " is inno slight degree responsible for much of the sufferinginflicted. The moment a two-year-old, frightened bythe crowd and unfamiliar sc?ne, begins to swerve, thesmall boy crouching over its neck is powerless to keep itstraight; the whip is at once brought into use, and

theanimal mercilessly flogged. That punisnment is neverforgotten. With riders of the stamp of George Fordhamthese troubles did not arise ; his were the seat and the" hands " which the modern jockey should try to acquire.Further restrictions, too, upon the racing of two-year-oldsare needed. Nothing is more calculated to developroaring and constitutional weakness than to overstrain a



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 220 young horse when it ought to be steadily building up itsstrength. A movement is on foot to abolish 4-furiongraces. Whether the minimum distance be 4 or 5 furlongsis not really of serious consequence; it would be ofgreater benefit to prohibit the competition of two-year-olds with older horses in open handicaps, where it occasion-ally happens that the two-year-old is weighted consider-ably in excess of one of five or six towards the end of theseason. The two-year-old may be as good or better atthe weights, but the risk of ruining it by putting too heavya burden on its back makes it extremely unwise toattempt to bring horses of different ages together byany capricious scale of weights. Under three

years, noanimal ought to be permitted to engage in any exceptweight-for-age races. The consequence of this immatureand incessant racing is that a good stayer over a distanceof ground becomes more and more dimcult to find. Where are the Army remounts to come from ? Thedemand for horses generally has rapidly diminishedsince the incursion of the motor, and any revival isproblematical. But a regular supply of horses of theright type for the Army is imperative. The BritishGovernment cannot ignore this. The encouragementnow given to farmers to breed suitable animals iswholly inadequate, and the price offered far too lowto tempt a man to incur the danger of being saddledwith two " misfits" for one horse that he can sellat a profit. It would pay the Government to

go toalmost any expense to insure that the requirements ofthe Army would be properly met without being drivenin a panic, whenever war breaks out, to purchase inferioranimals at increased cost from the remotest corners ofthe earth. For the different purposes of the Army, horsesof various stamps are wanted, but the same qualities areindispensable to each. Tractability, intelligence, docility,



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf CONCLUSION 221 endurance, and soundness of wind and limb are the chiefrequisites. This combination of qualities characterizesthe Arab in a unique degree. No impartial person can, Iam convinced, read the testimony which I have collectedfrom ancient history, from men of life-long experience,and from the leading authorities in every continent,without realizing that we must again have recourse tothe pure Arab blood if we mean to produce what the Armycalls for, and to resuscitate the thoroughbred. It is unnecessary for me to dweil here upon what othershave said with greater force than I can command. What-ever the defects of this book may be, it will have achievedits object if it lead some of those who are sincerely

anxiousfor the improvement of horse-breeding to look to theArab. P.S.—Since the above was written, my attention hasbeen drawn to the following memorandum, by ColonelBarrow, reprinted in Colonel Meysey Thompson's recentvaluable book on " The Horse," on the Arab horsesused by the igth Hussars which he commanded in thecampaign for the relief of Khartoum : " They werestallions of 14 hands, between eight and nine years old,and were bought in Syria and Lower Egypt at about ?18per head. Out of 350 horses during nine months in ahard campaign only twelve died from disease. Thedistance marched, irrespective of reconnaissances, etc,was over 1,500 miles, and the weight carried averagedover 14 stone. The weather during the last four monthswas very

trying; food was limited, and, during the desertmarch, water was very scarce. When General Stewart'scolumn made its general advance on Metammeh, the155 horses the iqth had with them marched to the Nilewithout having received a drop of water for fifty-nvehours, and having had only one pound of grain, whiie some



The Arab horse, the thoroughbred, and the turf THE ARAB HORSE 222 fifteen or twenty had no water for seventy höurs. Atthe end of the campaign, and after a week's rest, theanimals were handed over to the 20th Hussars at Assouanin as good order as when they left Wady Halfa ninemonths previously." This entirely corroborates all thatI had written, Colonel Barrow's opinion being entitled tothe highest respect, for he was one of the chief organizersof mounted infantry. BILL1KG AND SONS, LTD., PRINTERS GUILDFOKD. &]*h
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