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??? London:spottiswoodes and Shaw,New-Btreet Square.



??? PREEACE. While conversing one evening, on boardHer Majesty\'s ship Cyclops, with the Hon.Captain Hastings, he remarked that greatbenefit might accrue from the visit of anaval officer to the King of Dahomey, at atime when the death of that king\'s chiefagent and principal merchant, Da Souza,left him more at liberty to exercise hishumanity, and to listen to the oft repeatedappeal to suppress the slave trade in hisdominions. Having long had a desire tovisit the interior kingdoms of Africa, andto witness the etFects of the slave trade inthe countries of its sources, I instantlyvolunteered my services. But CaptainHastings, although senior officer and him-self the proposer, did not feel justified indespatching me without the permission of A 2



??? tlie Commander-in-chief, whose pendant hewas about to join. The Commander-in-chief received theoffer of my services, and at the same time arequest from Mr. Duncan, the newly ap-pointed Yice-Consul, that a naval officershould accompany him to the Court ofDahomey, and was pleased to confer on methe honour of the mission, A great deal lias been written on the stateof the slave trade on the coast and at sea,together with the fate of the slaves in theBrazils. It is the object of the author, ingiving publicity to the following Journals,to illustrate the dreadful slave hunts andravages, the annihilations and extermina-tions, consequent on this trade ; and tobring prominently before the British publicthe sacred service they are rendering theirfellow-men, in prosecuting their increasingefforts to allay those fearful horrors, I had been often a day or two journeyinginto various parts of the interior of Africa,



??? preface.nbsp;v and liad seen the state of the slave trade inits advanced systematic stage, and had con-sidered the horrors of that division of itdisgusting enough. I have visited bara-coons, and seen men so fearfully attenu-ated, from want and over-exercise in themarch to the coast, as to render natureunable to support the frame. I have seenthe hold of a slave ship, and the horrorsconsequent on diseases arising from thecrowded state and want of wholesome foodto alleviate the cravings of hunger andthirst. I have seen the slave toiling in SouthAmerica, and known that the labour ofthese was a matter of calculation to themaster, whether, by continual toil and shortlife, he would gain more money than bylight work and protracted miserable exist-ence. But what are all these to the tragicscenes that introduce the slaves to slavery ?A country living in peace with all around,and pursuing trade in

the endeavour tobecome rich, is suddenly sarrounded by A 3



??? a ruthless banditti; and how changed thescene I The old would be rejected if broughtto market, they are sacrificed ; the wholenation are transported, exterminated, theirname to be forgotten, except in the annualfestival of their conquerors, when syco-phants call the names of vanquished coun-tries to the remembrance of the victors. This state of society will last as long asthe slave trade exists. The question thatshould be asked is: Is it in the power ofthis country to stop it ? I will not confinemyself to opinions, but relate facts. For six months in the year 1848, betweenthe colony of Sierra Leone and Liberia, inHer Majesty\'s ship Bonetta, under my com-mand, I captured six slavers. There werethen four cruisers on that station, and twoof which captured each two, and the thirdone slave ship, in the same space of time.This proved that the state of the slavetrade there must at that time have beenvery brisk. Diogenes,

in his search for an



??? pebface.nbsp;vll honest man, had a better chance of successthan a cruiser has of a slaver there now.The trade is destroyed, and the people havereceded from their evil habits and becomeindustrious. This portion completes a longline of coast now open only to legal trade;and, if joined by the part of which theseJournals treat, would embrace the wholeof the continent of Africa, to the northwardof the line. It is only a portion of thecoast to the southward that requires block-ading now ; and the effect of the squadronat present employed, if the trade in theBights could be checked, would be four-fold on that portion of coast to be guarded.Let the government fit out a decked boatfor each cruiser ; let her be a fast sailer,mamied, rigged, and in every way armedand equipped by the cruisers, and the effectof the squadron is again double. * Many * This opinion was written before the author

hadhad an opportunity of hearing the purport of CaptainDunlop\'s evidence before a committee of the House ofLords.



??? of tlie cruisers could well equip and mantwo of these launches, and so line the coastthat no ingress or egress could take placeunknown. I do not blame those who think thesquadron increases the horrors. It is anatural conclusion, and one I myself arrivedat, until I had witnessed the true source ofthe evils complained of. Then I saw thatif the squadron were withdrawn, the slavehunts and exterminations would be in-creased. The inhabitants of a vast extentof coast have been led to give up the slavetrade, and why ? because they have beentaught the immense increase of the valueof the palm-oil trade over that in slaves.In all the countries which have given upthe traffic in their fellow-men, the preach-ing of the Gospel and the spread of edu-cation have most materially assisted theeffects of the coercive measures of oursquadron. There are kings in the Cama-roons and Bonny rivers, whose ledgers, kept



??? preface.nbsp;ix by themselves, would grace any counting-house in this country; and whose minds,expanded by education, have made thembold enough to declare that the old super-stition of the Eboe should no longer exist,setting the example of becoming Christians.When the slave trade is checked, othertrade should be substituted, or it will soonrevive. To insure success, education shouldbe first planted, and then trade introduced:thus, becoming enlightened, the Africanwould sicken at the horrors he has hithertoencouraged. Dr. Johnson said it was possible, thoughnot probable, that amazons had existed.The amazons spoken of in these Journalsare not deprived, like the ancient femalewarriors, of their left breast, but are perfectwomen. They live in chastity, nominallyas wives of the king\'s old soldiers; or, fordistinction in bravery, are given in mar-riage by the king to his favoured subjects. In

a barbarous country like Dahomey, it



??? is curious to find tliat the dynasty has lastedtwo centuries. Many of their customs arestrangely at variance with the horrors ofothers. The forms and ceremonies of politesociety contrast oddly with the sacrifices oftheir unoffending prisoners of war. Thefaithfulness of memory displayed by thetroubadours and the high officers proves theDaliomans to be capable of receiving educa-tion. Let it be hoped that before long thisnation may be added to the many in Africathat prefer the labour to the sacrifice andsale of the subject: the former in the vainattempt to propitiate an offended all power-ful, Being; the latter to enrich, at the ex-pense of their own, a foreign and distant,and, alas ! Christian, land.
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??? ERRATA. Vol. I. page 81. lines, from bottom, for quot; siloe\'s smithquot; read quot; silver-smith.quot; 83. line 5. for quot; sodesque quot; read quot; royal master.quot;93. last line, for quot; Haibergquot; read quot; Harvey,quot;171. line 9. from bottom, for quot;is sacrificedquot; read quot;is notinfrequently sacrificed.quot;Vol, IL page 160. line 4. from bottom, for quot;principalquot; read quot;principals.quot;
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??? Dahomey and the dahomans. INTEODIJCTION. CHAPTER L dahomey and its neighbours. As the king of the slave trade and its mer-chants, the Dahoman monarch has becomeWord of common use; whilst the positionof his kingdom, and the habits, manners,and customs of his people, equally with theresources of its sovereign, are incorrectly,^ at all, known. Lying inland on the^^^inea coast, this great military kingdomJtends almost from the banks of the^ iger to those of the Volta, and domineers B



??? over, if it does not possess, the entire landthat lies between the coast thus cut otF be-tween the mouths of these rivers and thebases of the Kong Mountains. Until afterthe commencement of the last century, thevery name of Dahomey was unknown inEurope, and the earliest account that wepossess of its people and their power doesnot date back beyond that era. There have been some geographers whohave persuaded themselves, that in theDauna of Leo Africanus was to be recog-nised the Dahomey of our own day. Butthough the Yenetian map of Sanutus asearly as 1588 placed that name with ap-parent certainty, and was followed by Dr.Hailey in his edition of Sir Jonas Moore\'sMathematics nearly a century afterwards,we now know for certain that the kingdomthus marked on their maps is occupied bynations differing in name, in race, and inmanners, from the Dahoman people.

Theearliest intercourse between the Dahomansand Europeans, as at present known, datesfrom the year 1724, when the then king of Early mapsof Daho-mey.



??? I^ahomey overrun the kingdom of Ardrah,that lay between his capital and the sea-coast, and seized in its chief town a Euro-pean factor. This European captive, andagent for the English African Company,Bulfinch Lamb, though carried cap-tive to Abomey, was well and kindlyt^\'eated by the dark monarch, and so farallowed his liberty, as to be permitted toCorrespond with his superior, the com-mandant of the English fort at Whydah.It is in a letter from Mr. Lamb to theEnglisli commandant that we obtain theearliest sketch of this little known people;so curious is this early description,yet so truthful to the present habitsaiicl manners of the people, that it has beeneemed advisable to reprint it in the Ap-pendix. It is more than curious to notelittle this military despotism haschangea in two centuries and a half, not-^^ithstanding all the progress that has been^-^lade on the African

coast by Europeanciiterprise and intelligence.^ Letter from Mr. Bulfinch Lamb to Mr. Tucker,



??? Early his- The narratlvc commenced by Mr. Lamb tory of ^nbsp;_nbsp;^ Dahomey, ig carried on in separate works by CaptainsSmith and Snelgrave until the time whenthe imprudence of the English commandantat Whydah brought on a second and thirdinvasion of the coast countries by the king,and ended in the death of the governor,and the temporary destruction of theDutch, English, French, and Portugueseforts at the town of Jaquin. This was in1732, the year in which the king, calledgenerally Guadja Trudo, died, and wassucceeded by his son, Bossa Ahadee. Ofthis miserable tyrant, the history waswritten by one who had been engaged foreighteen years in the African trade, andcompleted in the more perfect work ofGovernor Dalziel, the governor of CapeCoast Castle. The latter work, besidesincluding and continuing Mr. Norris\'s ac- governor of tlie English fort at

Whydah, at the end ofquot;New Voyage to Guinea,quot; by William Smith, Esq.London, 1745. Full Account of some Part of Guinea,by Captain William Snelgrave. London, 1734. SeeAppendix (A).



??? count of Ahadee\'s reign, carried down theI^alioman annals to the time of the sonand grandson of that detestable savage.*From this period the history was brieflysketched by Dr. M\'Leod, and continued tothe reign of the younger son of Weenohoo,the grandson of Ahadee, who had suc-ceeded to the throne in preference to hiselder brother, whose deformitv in one foot \'nbsp;J Was deemed a sufficient, or at least was setnp as the, reason for his being rejected as^is father\'s successor to the throne. Thushas the history of this important anddeeply interesting nation been broughtdown to the commencement of the presentcentury, when it is found under a new\'^overeign, but unchanged in manners andabits, though greatly enlarged in its power Memoirs of the Eeign of Bossa Ahadee ; with anRecount of a Journey to Abomey in 1772, by Mr. Â?â– bert Norris. London, 1789.

History of Dahomey,2i(d from authentic sources, by Archibald Dal-don\'nbsp;of Cape Coast Castle. 4to. Lon- ofnbsp;^ Voyage to Africa; with some Account t e Manners and Customs of the Dahomian People,y John M\'Leod, M.D. London, 1820.



??? and its territories, and in daily intercoursewith, and even dependant on, Europeans,for its prosperity and its revenues. Therise of the military kingdom of Dahomeydates from the commencement of the seven-teenth century. At that period, whenTah-coOquot;doo-noo, chief of Fohee, capturedthe present capital, the united provinces ofDahomey and Fohee formed a kingdomscarcely more extensive than the county ofEutland. From this central state, lyingequidistant from the banks of the A^oltaand the Niger, has extended the now mi-litary and most powerful monarchy inWestern Africa. On every side, conquest hasincreased its territories, as each successiveannual slave-hunt has annexed some one orother of the neighbouring states, which itdepopulated in its merciless progress. Hadit not been for this system of depopulation,the conquering nation could with difficultyhave governed the

extensive territorieswhich each annual slave-hunt added totheir kingdom. Revenue from the sale ofprisoners is the primary object of these



??? expeditions, and the addition of wastedcountries the necessary, hut far fromcoveted, consequence. Although, for two centuries at least, DahÂ?--Igt;ahomey has been a military nation, it^vas not until the usurpation of the presentmonarch, consequent on the unmilitarycharacter of his deposed brother, that sherose to her present height, as the dreadedoppressor of neighbouring nations. Indeed,in the reigns of the later monarchs, theborder states of Eyeo, Anagoo, and Maheeoften defied the Dahomans with success ;but now, should a neighbouring peoplebecome rich, it is regarded as sufficient in-sult to call forth an immediate declarationof war from the court of Dahomey. Thusis it that, on the northern and north-eastern borders, the Eyeos and the Ana-goos have been almost entirely subjugated,^^id the country overrun to the foot of thatNatural and impassable boundary offeredby

the lofty summits of the Kong Moun-tains. On the western and north-westernthe stream of the Volta alone sepa-



??? rates Dahomey from its great rival mon-archy of Western Africa, the kingdom ofAshantee. Time alone can develope theconsequences to Africa of such powerfuland ambitious nations being divided by nomore difficult boundary than the far fromwide or impassable waters of the Volta.Already on that side the Attahpahms andAhjabee have been defeated although notannexed to the rapidly increasing territoryof Dahomey, itfah,nbsp;^^^^ to the East, we find the ex- Sin tensive provinces of Yorihbah looked uponwith cupidity, and marked out for devas-tation, slavery, and murder; whilst alreadythe populous city of Abeah-Keutah, theabiding place of many hundreds of Chris-tians, and the seat of missionary enterprisein the Bight of Benin, is marked out asthe scene of the approaching slave-hunt.The fall of this noble and nearly Christiancity demands our deepest attention. Stand-ing on a river, which

reaches the sea atLagos, through the Lagoons, it would, wereLagos open to legal trade, soon become



??? the central emporium of commerce fromYorihbali, Bornou, and all the other coun-tries neighbouring on the banks of the^iger. Lagos itself is a most importantposition as a trading port from its connec-tion with all the countries of Guinea. It isat present notorious as one of the greatestslave d?Šp?´ts in Africa, and for many reasonslikely to remain so. The king of LagosWas a slave himself, and, as an usurper, isentirely in the hands of his patrons, theslave merchants who placed him on thethrone. On the west side the Lagoons maybe said to join the Volta, although in the^^y season, at a little distance from thetown of Godomey (fifteen miles from^^^hydah), a sandy neck divides the Lagoonsof Lagos and Whydah. Emptying into theseLagoons are several navigable rivers, asyet but imperfectly known, except to slaveenterprise; whilst, on the east, the Johcreeks, navigated by a water

population,called the Joh pirates, connect Lagos withthe Benin, and the whole delta of the^iger. The importance of putting a stop



??? to the slave trade in Lagos cannot be ex-aggerated. A fort on the present positionoccupied by the slave barracoons, wouldprevent any transportation from the manyslave nations in the interior of Benin, theking of which place now partially suppliesthe Lagos trade, assisted by the Joh men.On this question, together with familyjealousies, Benin is divided into two sepa-rate states, Benin and Warree; and islikely, from the increase of legal trade inthe Benin rivers and the quarrels of theroyal family, to be yet again divided. Itis long since the royal family of Benin,becoming too numerous and burthensometo the state, first divided; and one portion,crossing the river, settled at Warree, de-pendent and tributary to the parent state.When the Portuguese settled in the river,great inconveniences were felt by dutiesbeing levied by both governments. At theirinstance the Warree family threw off theyoke, and

declared that state independentof Benin, and masters\' of the river andtrade, which she now holds. The Warree



??? family becoming numerous, one of theyounger branches founded a city on theJackwaw creek (connecting Lagos and thei^enin river); and the king of Warreebaving died, and his throne being dis-P^ted, the Jackwaw people, under theirl^bief, JibuiFu, held neutral, and will, if theynot already, declare themselves inde-pendent of the new sovereign of Warree. ^Notwithstanding the Benin river is os-tensibly open to legal trade, it is also tradedurough by the slave-merchants of Lagos. ould an attack be contemplated on Lagos,small steamers might enter the Benin riverreach Lagos by the Joh creeks.To return to Dahomey. The only slave whydah.port actually belonging to the kingdom isÚh: but the king claims the beach^^^d the right of embarkation, and enforcestribute from the European traders at theP^rts of Porto Novo and Badagry on theand the Popoes on the west. Several. Nations have been

conquered in open-J^S a road from the interior kingdom ofabomey to the sea, the chief of which vol. 1 * B 6



??? was Ardrah, whose capital Allahdah stillremains. It is difficult, if not impossible,to decide what is the actual extent of thekingdom of Dahomey. It may, however,with safety be taken at about 180 milesfrom east to west, and nearly 200 fromthe sea coast at Whydah to its most north-ward boundary. Throughout its territoriesthe population is far from sufficient for anadvantageous occupation of more than onethird of the lands; utterly insufficient, there-fore, for the full development of the manysources of wealth which the rich soil andmineral resources of the country afford.



??? CHAP. 11. the dahomans and their manners. Most travellers are forcibly struck withtile rapid improvement in morality, which,barbarous equally with civilised coun-tries, characterises the interior of a countryas compared with its seaports. In theMatter and their nomadic inhabitants im-niorality seems innate, and the habits ofseafaring men of all nations and classes intile main tend to demoralise the society into which for a time chance throws them.Til -Luey are birds of passage and of pleasure,and are content to seek the full of thatlicence which their temporary resting placeaffards. Li Africa this is most patent; andidolatrous though they be, and barbarousm the extreme, the people of the interiorare generally far more moral than the semi-ci^dised and nominally Christianised in-habitants of the sea coasts. At Whydah,



??? the Dahoman port, the personal depravityof the slave merchants has destroyed theinborn honesty and chastity of the natives,and the meretricious gaze of the females, anddebauched and stealthy appearance of themen, are strongly and painfully contrastedwith the modesty of the former and thehonesty and openness of the latter, as thetraveller nears the capital of the Dahomankingdom. Population Although Unaltered in manners and cus- 01 Daho-nbsp;1 1 â€? T mey. toms, the kingdom of Dahomey is consider-ably increased, and now stands the greatestmilitary monarchy in Western Africa.Ashantee sends tribute, and Yorihbahtrembles when Gezo proclaims his slave-hunt. Owing to the ravages of its devas-tating wars, the population of the king-dom of Dahomey does not exceed 200,000of both sexes; and Abomey, the capital, hasnot more than 30,000 inhabitants.. Of thewhole population

not more than 20,000 arefree, the remainder slaves. The regulararmy consists of about 12,000, and of these5000 are amazons. When the king goes to



??? War, he levies in all about 24,000 men, andan equal number of commissariat followers.Thus he moves on his war march withnearly 50,000 of both sexes, or one fourththe whole population of his kingdom. ItIS scarcely necessary to state that Dahomeyis under a military rule and government,and has no parallel in history. The timeis thus yearly divided in war and festival.The subjects attend at the Great Festival,the Se-que-ah-hee, with presents or tribute.If unable to be present in person, eachiiiust send a gift according to his rank andpretensions. In the months of November or December Annual ,,nbsp;^nbsp;wars and kmg commences his annual wars. For slave hunts,three successive years his people have askeduim for war upon a particular place; andhe marches forth, concealing until within aday\' s march the name or the place against^^hich he has brought them. Against

thedevoted city his troops march, whilst the^hig, nobles, and royal family remain en-camped. Daylight is generally the time of onset,



??? mmm and every cunning, secrecy, and ingenuityis exercised to take the enemy by surprise.Thus at Okeadon, in 1848, one chief turnedtraitor, and introduced the Dahomans atdaylight. They had made a feint on Abeah-Keutah, and in the night fell back uponOkeadon. On the opposite side to thatattacked, ran a rapid river, and in crossingthis many were drowned, and but few saved.Although there was no resistance, all theaged were decapitated on the spot, to theamount of thousands, and the strength andyouth of the city sold into slavery. Jhe^attack The Attahpahms, in the early part of Attah- 1840, aware of the Dahoman march, sent pahms.nbsp;\' every article from their town with all theaged, youths, and females. Unfortunately,the preparations of the Dahomans struckterror into the minds of the soldiers ofthe Attahpams, who, knowing their fate, ifconquered, excepting about 400, fled fromthe

city. Yet these 400 resolute menkept the Dahomans in check, killed many,put the males to the rout, and had itnot been for a rally of the amazons, would



??? ^ave discomfited tlie Dahoman army. Hadtile Attahpams stood, they would, with ease,^ave conquered the merciless invaders. After the destruction of a town, noticeIS sent to all neighbouring cabooceers, orchiefs, calling upon them to swear alle-giance to the conqueror. Many do so atand receive their original rank, withan equal, a Dahoman, to act as coadjutor:tile remainder are persecuted until subju-gated. ^ Cgt;n the return from war in January, the The annual^ing resides at Cannah, and what is termed^makes a Fetish,quot; i. e. sacrifices largely andgives liberal presents to the Fetish people,at the same time, purchases the pri-soners and heads from his soldiers: theslaves are then sold to the slave mer-clicints, and their blood-money wasted in\' ensuing Custom, Hwae-nooeewha, as theSi\'eat annual feast is entitled in Dahoman parlance. th ^^ Customs, the most important is^^ lield in March,

and called the See-Hne-ah-hee, at which the king\'s wealth is I.



??? profusely displayed, and of which one ofthe following Journals affords the first de-scription ever given to the world. Thatwhich, is held in May and June, is inhonour of Trade, with music, dancing, andsinging. A small schooner on wheels, ladenwith gifts, is then drawn round the capital,and the cargo afterwards scrambled for bythe Dahoman army. The royal In July, on an appointed day, the soldiersare planted along the road from Abomeyto the beach at Whydah, a distance ofninety miles. At the moment when theking drinks, its announcement, by the firstgun of a royal salute fired at Abomey,is carried by the musketry to Allahdah,whence the first of a salute there is con-veyed similarly by sound to the beach atWhydah, intended as a salute to the Fetishof the Great Waters, or God of ForeignTrade. The boom of the first gun fired bythe foreign forts at Whydah is echoed backthrough Allahdah to

Abomey, whenceanother salute finishes this extraordinaryCustom. August and September are oc- salute.



??? cupied by preparations for war, servingpowder, balls, or gun-stones (small^I\'OQstones), and mucli palavar on war^iibjects. Before going to war the king\'^akes a Custom to the memory of hist\'ather, which generally lasts a month ; andthus ends the year, keeping the nation ina fever of excitement, dancing, singing,haranguing, firing, and cutting off heads;thus demoralising more and more the na-tures of a people already among the mostbarbarous of the African nations. Strange and contradictory as it may The origin sounfl -L\'nbsp;...nbsp;oft^ÂŽ quot;Ci) this great nation is no nation, but a Dahomans. ^ ^^tti, and there are few pure Dahomans. ^^ ose who may claim to be of the race, are e king\'s family and the nobles ; but even -se are not of pure descent, as the harems ^ all are replenished with the fruits of war. ^^^ a military nation, the officers are natives, e Soldiery foreigners, prisoners of war, or

P^jchased slaves. To the eastward of Abo- still\' ^^^ ^^nbsp;Ahjahee country, ^n^^^^^^\'^couquered, but threatened andy asked far once, the cause of offence c 2



??? being, that they harboured the Attahpams.In the Attahpam, or north-east direction,Dahomey has no territory. To the west,Katoo is a possession, not by conquest, butconciliation. The people wished and theking agreed to war; but the Fetish peopledeclared that, if war was made on Katoo,the king would be killed: the king sentlarge presents to the chiefs, and Katoovoluntarily submitted. On the north, the Anagoo provinces arepartly wastes, but still inhabited. On thenorth-west, the Eyeos and Mahees are stilllarge nations under the Dahoman yoke.South, several nations have been subjugated,to open the road from the capital to thePort of Whydah. Porto Novo belongs toits own king of that ilk, and Badagry isunder the rule of a native chief: yet theking of Dahomey claims the beach of boththose places, and has made warlike excur-sions as far as the latter. War is annual, or rather an annual slave-hunt is undertaken,

to furnish funds for theroyal exchequer. The king professes never



??? to make war on any country that has notinsulted him, or until asked for by hispeople thrice, the mystic number. Okea-don is an exception. The cause of com-plaint against Abeah-Keutah now is, that,in the Okeadon war, they made a sallyand took an amazon regiment, general;and umbrella. Greigwee or Whydah wastaken, nominally, for selling muskets tothe Dahomans, without locks, but, in reality,because they required a port for foreigntrade. Eyeo, Attahpahm, Yorihbah, Ana-goo, and Mahee, all more or less subjugated,made war upon Dahomey. Industry and agriculture, are not en-couraged. On the contrary, the king is^ware, that, if the enjoyments of home,Q-nd the luxuries of health and domestichappiness, were once obtained, he wouldfail in volunteers for the annual slave-hunts. The road to riches hitherto haslaid m the number of retainers the nobleor chief could send to war. They are fed^nd partly clothed, but receive no

pay,except at the scramble at the Customs. c 3



??? Prisoners and heads are purchased fromthem, and, according to their bearing inwar, the officers are the recipients of theroyal bounty. The king animates his chiefs, and createsemulation even between the highest. Thus,the miegan and the mayo will be called tothe sacrifice of a bullock to their people.The mayo claims the head, the miegandemands it by right of position; the mayoboasts that he provides more soldiers, whodo more execution in war ; and the kingallows him to retain it. If a soldier act asa coward, or, which is considered tanta-mount, does not either take prisoner orhead, the king will offer him a present atthe Customs ; those who have acted wellaccuse him, and, if their accusation isproved, claim the present, while this chargethus substantiated, is acted upon at once.The miegan The actual first man in the kingdom ismayo. the miegau, who is the chief executioner; the second, the

mayo or grand vizier:there is a female miegan and a mayo, whohave corresponding duties in the harem.



??? I s K.-,-iI,ART â€ž?“HOrtfO â– j.lTjr. SEH-OONG\'HONG-BE.H AN AM.A.,?ŽON (ir THE DMIOj??M iJliriT,



??? Under the monarch, each rank has fourequivalents : thus the miegan and the mayohold a balance of power; their coadjutorsin the harem are also equal to them inrank. The people are divided into twoparties,â€”the miegan\'s and the mayo\'s, theright and the left. In war, the miegan\'ssoldiers are joined by the miegan\'s amazons,and thus form the right or advanced bat-talion. The amazons are not supposed to marry. Theand, by their own statement, they havechanged their sex. quot; We are men,quot; saythey, quot; not women.quot; All dress alike, dietalike, and male and female emulate eachother: what the males do, the amazonswill endeavour to surpass. They all takegreat care of their arms, polish the bar-rels, and, except when on duty, keep themin covers. There is no\'duty at the palace,except when the king is in public, andthen a guard of amazons protect the royalperson, and, on review, he is guarded bythe

males; but outside the palace is alwaysa strong detachment of males ready for C 4 ama-zons.



??? service. The amazons are in barrackswithin the palace enclosure, and under thecare of the eunuchs and the camboodee ortreasurer. In every action (with malesand females), there is some reference tocutting off heads. In tkeir dancesâ€”and itis the duty of the soldier and the amazonto be a proficient dancerâ€”with eyes dilated,the right hand is working in a sawlikemanner for some time, as if in the act ofcutting round the neck, when both handsare used, and a twist is supposed to finishthe bloody deed. Customs at In the royal presence no rank is freefrom prostration, and the throwing dirton the head, except white men, and a cer-tain class of necromancers, who regulatesacrifices to divert epidemics, and otherevils: these people wear hats, and onlybow to the throne. The liberated Africansand returned slaves are considered as whitemen; and while the king\'s ministers areprostrate in the dust they merely bow.In the royal

presence none may smokebut white men; and in the precincts of court.



??? the palace, or the grand Fetish houses,none but whites may remain covered, andnone may be carried or ride, or be shadedby an umbrella, unless by the king\'s per-mission. If the king\'s stick be shown, allbow down and kiss the dust except thebearer, who is exempt. In entering a town or house the head Compii- onbsp;ments. man presents the stranger with pure water,which he first drinks himself; and this isequivalent to a promise of safety. It iscustomary each morning to exchange com-pliments with sticks or seals, or otherarticles of virtu which may be known asthe individual\'s representative; and eachstick-bearer receives a glass of rum ! The royal wives and their slaves, I pre- Royal *\'nbsp;. wives. sume from the jealousy of their despoticlord, are considered too sacred for manto gaze upon; and on meeting any ofthese sable beauties on the road, a bellwarns the wayfarer to turn ofi^, or standagainst a wall

while they pass. The kinghas thousands of wives, the nobles hun-dreds, others tens; while the soldier is



??? unable to support one. If one of tliewives of the king, or a high officer\'s,commits adultery, the culprits are sum-marily beheaded; and the skull of oneof the Agaou\'s wives is at present exposedin the square of the palace of Agrimgomeh,in Abomey. But if adultery be committedby parties of lower rank, they are soldMarriages, slavcs. If a man seduces a girl, thelaw obliges marriage, and the paymentof eighty heads of cowries to the parentor master, on pain of becoming himselfa slave. In marriage there is no cere-mony, except where the king confers thewife, in which instance the maiden presentsher future lord with a glass of rum.pu.^sh!quot;\'^ The laws are very strict: treason,ments. murdcr, adultery, cowardice, and theft,are punishable with death. Besides theform of trial illustrated in a later portionof this Journal, the cabooceers, headedby the Eeavoogan, form a court, of whichthe decision is subject to royal confirma-tion. If

condemned to death, the convictis removed to the miegan\'s to await the SSm



??? king\'s pleasure; if to slavery, to themayo\'s, for the same purpose. Any headman of a town or district can, by pros-trating and kissing the ground, declarea king\'s court, and try a culprit; but thesentence must be put in force at Abomey,and a public crier proclaims it in themarket. All rank is hereditary and pri-mogenitive, provided the king concurs ;if not, he nominates another member ofthe family. The succession to the throneis also primogenitive, with the concurrenceof the miegan and the mayo, who otherwisediscriminate between the several next heirsof the reigning family. The dress of the soldier and amazon is ornaments. a tunic, short trowsers, and skull-cap, allin uniform. The general dress of theDahomans is a small cloth round the loins,and a large country or foreign cloth, orsilk, amp;c., thrown over the left shoulder,leaving the right arm and breast bare,and reaching to the ancles. Hats are sel-dom w^orn,

shoes never; the king, how-ever, wears sandals. The women wear a



??? cloth reaching to the knee, fastened undertheir breasts, and leaving them exposed;as they advance in years their breasts hangas much as two feet long, and are trulydisgusting to European eyes. Accordingto rank and wealth, anklets and armletsof all metals, and necklaces of glass, coral,and Popoe beads, are worn by both sexes.The Popoe bead is of glass, about half aninch long, and perforated. It is dug up ina country inland of Popoe, and cannot beimitated: all attempts hitherto have beendetected. Hence it is very expensive,selling for half its weight in gold. Itseems to me most propable that wherethey are found, formerly stood a largetown, destroyed by war, and that the dead(as is usual in Dahomey and neigh-bouring parts in the present day) havingbeen buried with their ornaments, somechemical property, that has destroyed theremains of the inhumed, has hardened andslightly changed the appearance of theglass bead.

The natives have a traditionthat they are the excrement of a large



??? serpent, or dragon, which, (to account forits never being seen), if man beholds, hedies. Dahoman houses, from the palace to Houses, furniture, the farm, all are similar. Walls, either of and food,clay or palm branches, enclose, accordingto the number of inmates, courts andhouses of all sizes, made of clay, andthatched with grass. A bamboo beadstead or a few mats,some country pots and agricultural im-plements, and weapons, a loom of coarsematerial, besides the insignia of office (ifa cabooceer or head man), are all the fur-nitureÂ? A store in each house is pro-vided with cloths, grain, foreign goods,amp;c., according to the wealth of the owner.Within the enclosure are all domestic ani-mals, and invariably a dog. The diet issimple, consisting chiefly of messes of meatand vegetable, mixed with palm oil andpepper, with which is eaten a corn cakecalled kankee, or dab-a-dab. There isvery little variety. A mixture of

beans,peppers, and palm oil, is made into a cake,



??? and sold to travellers; yams and cassadaform the staples of food. Foreign liquorsare scarce and expensive; and as palmwine is forbidden by the king, the chiefdrinks are a very palatable malt calledpitto, and a sort of burgoo called ah-kah-sar. Drunkenness is not allowed; noris there, except in quot;Whydah, much opportu-nity for it. As a public example, the kingkept a drunkard and fed him on rum, andexhibited him at the Customs, that hisemaciated and disgusting appearance mightshame his people from making beasts ofthemselves : this terrible example is dead. Agricul- In agricultural pursuits they are ad-vanced in knowledge, but extremely in-dolent, keeping but a tithe of the landin cultivation. Corn and beans are inter-mixed ; and the land, although rich, highlymanured. Palm plantations are also plantedwith corn, yams, and ground nuts. Inshort, in the small portions that are under-cultivation, they rival the Chinese. Theagricultural

implements of both nations,excepting the plough, are similar; but ture.



??? whilst the Dahomans, equally with theindustrious Chinese, lack the energy tooverturn a bad traditionary system, theyfall far short of them in industry andapplication. In the neighbourhood ofAbomey, unlike the rest of Africa, menlabour in the fields, and the women areonly employed in carrying water. An operation which, if carried out gene- Royal . palm plant- rally, would soon put an end to loreign ation.slavery has been already commenced, NearAbomey is a royal plantation of palms,corn, amp;c, called Lefiie-foo. It is inhabitedby people from the province of Anagoo,prisoners of war, and is under the directionof a Dahoman cabooceer. The gifts ofnature are all bountifully bestowed, andthe soil rich and capable of producingevery vegetable prouction. Indigenous arethe palm, shea-butter, and cotton (thelatter perennial and uncultivated), muchfine timber, and many medical herbs andfruits; granite, iron, and sand-stones, con-glomerate,

and chalk, are expossd. The Dahoman language is harsh and Language.



??? guttural, poor and ill expressed in meta-phors and parables: there is no writtencharacter. Fetifhequot;\'nbsp;religion of Dahomey is a mystery only known to the initiated. There is nodaily worship, but periods at which theFetish men and women dance. They whoare initiated have great power, and exactmuch in return. It is a proverb that thepoor are never initiated. The Fetish ofAbomey is the leopard, that of Whydah thesnake. The human sacrifices at the See-que-ah-hee are neither to the invincible godquot; Seh,quot; nor to the Fetish quot; Yoh-dong,quot; butto the vitiated appetites of the soldiery.At the Cannah Customs there are sacrificesto the Voh-dong; and at the See-que-ah-heethere are sacrifices to the manes of theirancestors ; the Dahomans, like the disciplesof Confucius, looking to their departedancestors for blessings in this life, and inthe world to come. There are privatesacrifices all the year round. If a rich mandies, a boy and a

girl are sacrificed toattend him in the next world. Thus, when



??? Da Souza died, a boy and a girl were deca-pitated and buried with him, besides threemen who were sacrificed on the beach atWhydah. At all Customs there are humansacrifices, yet much diminished in numbers.This year (1849) at the Customs 32 weresacrificed, last year 240. God grant theymay soon see the errors of their ways!Eeligious toleration in Dahomey has as yetbeen confined to the followers of Mahomet,for whom there is a mosque in Abomey,and another in Whydah, with, severalmollahs from Haussah and Bornou. The only act of grace becomes one of Liberated Jnbsp;onbsp;slaves, slavery if examined. The liberated Africanfrom Bahia or Sierra Leone is received atWhydah on a footing with the white man,but if he stirs he is fettered j he dare notleave the capital, even to return to theplace of his birth, nor even to attend theSe-que-ah-hee, unless with a present accord-ing to his pretensions. There are certain ancient

rules which indent rules. must be conformed to on pain of imprison-naent, slavery, or death; but the presentVOL. 1,nbsp;D



??? king seldom puts Ms own subjects to death,or allows them to be enslaved by foreigners.By these rules no man must alter the con-struction of his house, sit upon a chair, becarried on a hammock, or drink out of aglass. Extortion Travellers in Dahomey are often much offi^rquot;^^\' imposed upon by the national custom ofmaking no charge for either a service or anarticle, but of expecting a present in re-turn. It is not for some time that the valueof an article or a service can be determined,and each servant has his peculiar ideas ofsufficiency. Always expecting more, hewill make no charge: and if the travellergive less, he will not take it; if enough, heis not satisfied; and if more, the strangerhas stamped the price for his sojourn â€”it will never be reduced. No office undergovernment is paid, and the offices, al-though hereditary, are subject to muchespionage. In the house of each ministerlives a king\'s daughter and two officers ;these superintend the minister\'s trade,

onwhich he pays tribute according to their



??? report. If a dispute arises in quot;whicli theking\'s interest is at stake, these officersreport direct; and if the dispute is serious,the minister is arrested or fined. Thewhole system is one of espionage, cunning,and intrigue ; and no man\'s head is safe onhis shoulders for twenty-four hours. Taxes are heavy to all parties, and farmed Taxes, and ^nbsp;their col- to collectors. The holders of the Customs lectors,have collectors stationed at all markets,who receive cowries in number accordingto the value of the goods carried for sale.Besides these, there are collectors on allpublic roads leading from one district toanother, and on the lagoon on each side ofWhydah; in short, every thing is taxed,and the tax goes to the king. If a cock crows in the highway, it isforfeited to the tax-gatherer, and, conse-quently, on the whole distance from Abo-mey to Whydah, the cocks are muzzled.On the lagoon and public roads, there aretoll-gates, at which a

custom duty is de-manded. These, with the annual presentsat the Customs, the tithe on palm oil of d 2



??? one gallon out of eighteen, and the dutieson foreign trade, form the legal revenue ofhis Dahoman majesty. Money. -jj^g curreucy of the Dahoman kingdomis the cowrie shell, of which 2,000 arecalculated to form one quot; head,quot; to which anominal value of one dollar is attached.Such, however, is the scarcity of a metalliccurrency, that, in exchange, the silver dollaris eagerly taken at 2,400 to 2,600 cowries ;and other metals, as well the lower as thehigher, are freely taken in barter. Thisscarcity of a metallic currency affords agood opening for a trade in bullion atWhydah, the effect of which could not butbe to materially arrest the progress of theslave trade. homlynbsp;every-day life of a Dahoman, it would be a difficult matter to describe, dependingas it does on the whim of the sovereign. o Should a man inherit industrious habits,he must be very cautious in developingthem, lest he fall under the suspicion ofthe government. If he brings

more soilunder cultivation, or in any manner ad-



??? varices his family to riches, without thelicense of the king, he not only endangershis fortune, but his own life and the lives ofhis family: instead of becoming a man ofproperty and head of^a family, he is con-demned to slavery; and, serving his Majestyor his ministers, assists unwillingly to up-hold the laws that have ruined him, hisonly alternative being death. The stopping the slave trade no doubtwould assist to alter such an unfortunatestate of affairs; but the true destroyer ofsuch gross evils would be the advancementof civilisation,â€”the instruction of the mindby the enlightenment of a religious educa-tion. In their every-day life there is a greatsimilarity in all barbarous nations ; gene-rally the ruler is supreme, and the directorof the customs by which, under the so-vereign, savage nations are governed. Allblack nations, in common with many lessbarbarous, as for instance the Chineseand Malays, in speaking of the organ ofman\'s

understanding, imagine that we D 3



??? derive reason and wisdom from the belly.In this there is not so much cause for won-der as is generally considered: with a wildman the day\'s pastime is regulated byappetite, and by the state of his stomachhe is ruled. The uneducated black looksupon eating and drinking as necessary evilsthey are compelled to submit to ; and, whilesatisfying the cravings of hunger and thirst,only partake of a sufficiency to sustainnature, and give the necessary strength toenable them to pursue their course of duty.These primitive habits suffer materially onthe common advance of civilisation andintermixture with Europeans ; unless par-ticularly guarded against, the luxury ofintoxication completely prostrates the unfor-tunate barbarian, and, as with the Indiansof North America, might probably exter-minate the aborigines of Africa contempo-raneously with the advance of civilisation. Measure of Although time is measured during thenbsp;ft time.nbsp;111. day by

the cravmgs of the stomach in agreat measure, I do not mean that a con-stant sense of the sun\'s regularity does not



??? convince the negro that it marks theperiod of day; and in Africa its rising andsetting being generally regular, time wouldrequire but little other measurement, wereit not that for six months of the year (therainy season) it is generally obscured forthe greater part of the day. They have anodd method among the warlike tribes ofjudging time by night, which is generallymanaged very correctly. At each gate ofa stockaded town is posted a sentry, whois provided with a pile of stones, the exactnumber of which is previously ascertained.The night is divided into four watches;during each watch, the sentry removes thepile of stones, one by one, at a measuredpace from one gate to another, calling outeach tenth removal: when all are removedthe watch is relieved- The walled towns are particularly vigi- Jown^lantly guarded, and besides sentries and quot;dogs, it is not uncommon to place a townunder the charge of the fetish or

charm ofsome particular kind and divinity. Themost useful of these I met with was in a d 4



??? stockaded town called lomiqui. In thelighter\' portions of the bamboo stockade,thousands of the small palm bird (a verydomestic little bird of the sparrow family,particularly noisy) had built their nests.The old chief with exultation told me wardared not come; for if it did it would beproclaimed by thousands of these fetish,and the whole town be on the instant inarms for its defence. As their larger fea-thered brethren the geese of Eome, savedthe Capitol, so might the palm birds savelomiqui by their shrill and discordant cries.



??? the journals.



??? 7\' tr r^nbsp;^^ . - â–  4 f s



??? the journals. journal of a mission to the courtof dahomey In Octobeb and November, 1849. PART I. from whydah to abomet.Oct. 3. to 16. In the autumn of 1849, the late Mr. Dun- appoinj-can, the enterprismg African traveller, ar- mission,rived on that coast, with the appointmentof Vice-Consul to the kingdom of Dahomey,and applied to the then commander-in-chiefof the blockading squadron, at the requestof the Dahoman king, for a naval officer toaccompany him in his mission to Abomey.The instructions which I received on being



??? appointed to this mission by the navalcommander, pointed out the strong hopesthat were entertained of the Dahoman kingbeing persuaded to consent to a treaty forthe effectual suppression of the slave tradewithin his dominions. On my arrival offWhydah in the Bonetta, on the 2d of Oc-tober, I had immediate proof that ourmission was looked forward to with nolittle dread by the slave dealers, in the diffi-culty, which I learned, from Captain Her-vey, the senior officer of the station, hehad experienced in communicating with mycolleague the vice-consul. Some days be-fore my arrival, Captain Hervey, anxiousto acquaint Mr. Duncan with my appoint-ment, had ordered Lieutenant Hamilton toland with despatches. On nearing thebeach in a boat of her Majesty\'s shipKingfisher, that officer boarded a canoe,when the crew declared to a man that if heremained they would jump overboard andswim on shore; and the communication waseventually

made by veering a small cask



??? through, the surf. Proceeding to the backof the surf, I sent three kroomen in mykroo canoe on shore to ascertain its exactstate; but, on returning, the canoe wasdashed to pieces, and the kroomen suc-ceeded in relanding. Oct. Uh. â€” Having borrowed Captain Dangerous quot;nbsp;landing at Harvey\'s kroo canoe, I entered her at the Whydah.back of the surf at daylight (though thesurf was still very high), but had no soonertopped the first wave than we were capsized,and, with the three canoe men, Jack Smart,Tom Walker, and Ben Coifee, I immediatelyswam off, and after a good deal of troubleand danger, landed safe on the beach. Theblacks, who had assembled in great num-bers to view this novel mode of landing,rendered every assistance that was in theirpower; and having wrapt myself in a coun-try cloth and taken a glass of raw rum, Idespatched a messenger to Whydah toacquaint Mr. Duncan of my arrival. In a

short time the vice-consul arrived, Opposition . . -1 to our pro- and explained that he had already visited gress.



??? the king. Owing, however, to the extra-ordinary oppositions evinced by the slavedealers and others, and in order that everyrequest the king had made might be com-plied with, he could not but wish thatI should proceed on my mission, in vi^hichhe agreed to bear me company. On Mr.Duncan\'s landing he had been well re-ceived, and at the court was honourablytreated; but on his return, some unknowncause had changed the aspect of aifairs; hewas viewed with suspicion, and every an-noyance practised that was in the power ofhis persecutors. Reception Hammocks being provided, we proceeded at Whydah.nbsp;^ ^nbsp;. . to the town of Whydah, which lies abouta mile and a half from the beach, on whichlast each large factor has a temporary store.A sandy neck separates the sea from thelagoon (about a quarter of a mile wide),and passing that the road leads through aswamp. M??ns. Blancleley, agent for aMarseilles house, invited Mr. Duncan

andmyself to dinner. On arriving at the



??? French fort, a salute was fired by order ofthe agent. Oct. hth. â€” This morning on proceeding First visitto the beach, I found my baggage landed by viceroy,the canoes of the French agents. On myreturn from this necessary preliminary, Ivisited the viceroy, whom I found in a court-yard, in the centre of a large enclosure ofinnumerable huts; he was seated on a mat,whilst in front of him were some old chairsfor ourselves; accompanying, were theFrench agent, and, by the viceroy\'s desire,the agent of the British fort. The Viceroy of Whydah, or Ee-a-voo-gan(minister for white men), is a tall, over-fatblack, with a jovial heavy cast of coun-tenance. He wore a large English cottoncloth round his loins, his only article ofdress; round his neck were strings of coraland other beads, and on his wrists braceletsof iron. Oct. QtJi. â€” At 9 a. m., the viceroy sent second ,nbsp;,-,..,.nbsp;,nbsp;, . visit to the to request 1 would visit

him and explain viceroy,my wishes. On arriving, Mr. Duncan and



??? myself were ushered into a small apart-ment, and this time took an efficient in-terpreter, quot;the Black Governor appointedby the king to the English fort.quot; Theviceroy was in a particularly good humour.Having explained to him that I was thebearer of a letter from the naval com-mander-in-chief to the king, he received asignet ring and despatched a messengerwith it to Abomey, and offered clear waterand liqueurs; after which the interviewcame to an end in a complimentary con-versation. Oct Itli. â€” This evening a little actingwas indulged in by a Brazilian slave dealer,who came to explain to us that he wascharged with giving information to themen-of-war; finding nothing else wouldanswer, I peremptorily ordered him fromthe fort. The vice- Oct. Sth. â€” The viceroy called in state. Preceding him were about forty soldiersarmed with muskets ; next came his stool ofoffice and two banners; then theee a-voo-ganon

horseback, supported by two attendants,



??? followed by a band of discordant music.He was dressed in a very fine country cloth,and wore on his arms armlets of silver,reaching from the wrist to the elbow, em-bossed with the lion of England and theheads of George the Third and his queen.He had no sooner entered the yard than heordered his soldiers to salute me, by keep-ing up an independent fire during the inter-view. The conversation was purely compli-mentary ; and, after drinking wine, liqueur,and beer, he took leave. According to thecustom of the country, I accompanied myvisitor for a little distance on his road. Although Da Souza died in May, the xhe Dacustoms to his memory are not yet closed,and the town is still in a state of ferment.Three hundred of the amazons are dailyin the square, firing and dancing; bandsof fetish people parade the streets, headedby Guinea-fowls, fowls, ducks, goats, pi-geons, and pigs, on poles, alive for sacri-fice,

Much rum is distributed, and allnight there is shouting, firing, and dancing. Souza cus-toms. VOL, I.nbsp;E



??? Oct ^th. â€” One of the slave merchants,a native of Madeira, called. While in con-versation with him at the window of thefort, some of the crew of a captured slaverpassed, and became extremely abusive; theirattention was attracted by a Krooman, whohad climbed the flag-staif, to look out forHer Majesty\'s ship Kingfisher. Oct. lOth. â€” The town was much dis-turbed, not only by the continuance of theDa Souza custom, but also by the caboo-ceers\' going forth to meet a supercargo of aslave vessel, who has this day landed. Theprocession was by no means unpicturesque.First came the junior cabooceers, headedby their armed retainers, and insignia andflags, each followed by a band, mounted,under a huge umbrella ; lastly, the viceroy.This, excepting the richness of dresses andornament, and the convenience of sedan-chairs, is precisely the etiquette of aChinese official procession. After muchfiring, they

proceeded to the grand fetishtree; and, having performed a ceremony, Processionof chiefsto meetslavers.



??? retired to their houses. In the evening Messagethe messenger returned from Abomey, and king,the viceroy\'s head man accompanied him.On arriving in the hall, they prostratedand kissed the ground, and then handedto me a gold-headed Malacca cane, whichwas explained to be my protection, adding,that his majesty commanded Mr. Duncanand myself to repair to Abomey at our ear-liest convenience. Having rewarded themessenger, he retired, whilst we began tothink over our preparations. Oct. 11th--Prepared for the journey, by Prepara- purchasing fifty heads of cowries, valued at omjour-fifty dollars. Each head contains, 2,000 cow-ries, and ten heads form a load for a woman.Thus, to carry fifty dollars, we had to hirefive women! We next purchased fiftygallons of rum, which were placed in twentykegs, and required ten women to carry them.Two pieces of silk as a present for the kingand some cloths for his ministers, con-

cluded our purchases. Hired twenty-sixhammock-men, and sixteen men and twenty t3 2



??? women to carry our baggage. These peopleare what is termed quot;subsistedquot; at twostrings of cowries (eighty) a day, and, ac-cording to their work are rewarded with apresent when it is concluded. My travellingdress in Africa was always a flannel blouseand trowsers, and straw hat. A small quan-tity of camphor in a bag, and a few piecesin a goose-quill to put in the mouth incrossing a swamp, unless already occupiedby one of an invariable supply of cigars,completed my stores. The canteen con-tained all necessary articles for dinner andtea for two ; and a liqueur-case was alsosupplied with glass. The hammock, whichis carried on the heads of two men bymeans of a pole, was stored with a pillow,a change of clothes, a book, and somelime-juice, a camp bed, and two campstools, and money in the native currency.Isidore, the eldest son of the late Da Souza,called. Commence Oct. Vlth. â€” Having made all our ar- our jour-ney.

rangements, and sent on the baggage, at



??? 1 P. M. we started. According to etiquette,we had to call upon the viceroy, who askedfor the king\'s stick. On receiving it, heprostrated and kissed the dust, then re-turned it, and told me that the stick wassufficient protection, but, as an additionalescort, he gave me his quot; hand and foot,quot;his head man Narwhey (whom I havesince discovered to be the greatest rascalI ever met, as future Journals will illus-trate). He then asked me if I was de-sirous of the black interpreter, Mr.-, mentioned before, to accompany me. Itold him, No; that he was a well-knownspy of Domingo Martins, and a very unlitcompanion; that he had never asked me, butwhen in my hammock, leaving the fort, hehad told me he was going to Abomey; towhich I replied, that he should not accom-pany me. Besides Mr. Duncan and myself, the in- Madikitheterpreter, Mark Lemon, rode in hammocks. aXquot;quot;quot;quot;\'Mark Lemon is the grandson of an

Englishcorporal of the fort in Governor James\'s b 3



??? time, and now commandant for the kingof Dahomey. Time has changed his name ;the Lemon is seldom heard, and the Markhas become Dahomanised into Madiki: apoor simple-minded man, holding the kingof Dahomey in the light of a god. Passingthrough a flat country, overrun with grass(but in the season burnt down and plantedwith corn), interspersed with a few palm-oil plantations, at a distance of five mileswe halted during a thunder-storm at theSavee. town of Savee. This town was formerlythe capital of the kingdom of Greigwei, andthe seat of trade; one hundred and fiftyyears since, the site of the foreign forts,which were afterwards removed to Whydah.Let it not be supposed, in speaking of citiesand towns, that these are intersected bystreets or ornamented by public buildings.Except a royal residence, all buildings aresimilar; and a cluster of enclosures forms,according to the ground it occupies, a city,a town, or a village. Savee has one

pecu-liarity: in Whydah all the houses are of



??? clay; in Savee, of palm-branclies, and verylow. So soon as tlie tornado had passed,we journeyed on to Toree, five miles further, Toree.passing through a well-wooded country.At Toree, a large fair is held on everyfourth day, where goods are exchanged,and passed into the interior. The town issmall and has no prominent feature. Nar-whey has a large farm there, at which weslept for the night. What was my surprise to find my black friend, Mr.-, arrived before me, and now facetiously prominentin assisting me from my hammock. CallingNarwhey to me, I explained to him that Ishould start on the morrow at six a. m., and that Mr.-might go at five or seven, but not with me, and that if he attempted to doso, I should forcibly eject him from myparty. This man attended Mr. Cruikshankson his mission, and, as my interpreter (whowas there also) informs me, correspondednightly with Da Souza, the eminent

slavemerchant. Oct l^th. â€”Leaving Toree, the country Azohwee. E 4



??? is more open until, after a journey of aboutlive miles, you arrive at the village ofAzohwee, surrounded by a forest of gigantictrees, filled with monkeys of all sizes. Inthis forest the absence of all birds, by afreak of nature, was supplied by thousandsof butterflies of every hue and most pleas-ing to the eye, whilst the air was redolentof the perfume of a thousand flowers asbeautiful as they were fragrant. At noonwe entered Allahdah, a city twenty-fourAiiahdah. miles distant from Whydah, holding apalace, the wall of which, about a mile anda half square, encloses many houses, one ofwhich, alone, standing over the gateway, istwo stories high. Here I felt I had enteredthe kingdom of Dahomey. Looking overthe wall of the palace, was the skull of onewho, too curious, had sought a taste of thepleasures of the mysteries within, now aghastly warning to sensualists. In thesquare of the palace stood some fine foresttrees, while a row of small

trees in thecentre bore each a human skull and jaw-



??? bone; three trees, standing apart from therest, bore the bleached remains of threebrothers, whose story is thus related: â€”What is remarkable in Africa (where thereis a multiplicity of wives), the threebrothers were born by one father and onemother. When the king of Dabomey madewar upon Greigwei (years lang syne), oneof these brothers was found slightlywounded on the road, and beheaded as anexample to others. This act of tyrannyso enraged the brothers, that they de-manded death or release from the ranks,and received the former. As a militaryexample, their skulls bleach, whilst thetale is told by every urchin. Each mi- The cam- .nbsp;, boodee\'s nister possesses a house m the town, and house,we occupied that of the treasurer (Cam-boodee). It was a mere shell, entirelybare of furniture, and the walls damp andgreen. With the shades of evening cameflights of vampire bats that almost dark-ened the sky^ and

swarms of Turkeybuzzards, so ravenous and daring that



??? they almost fought with our servants inthe court-yard for the entrails of the fowls.During the day the bats may be seenhanging in clusters on the tall cotton trees,where the Turkey buzzards sit and sleepaway their repletion, to which their activeduties as the scavengers of town andcountry subject them. Not a scrap ofanimal remains escapes them, whether freshor swarming with insect life. In the even-ing the king\'s wives sent us a presentof palm-oil soup and dab-a-dab; in returnfor which we sent the royal ladies somerum. rf Aik?ÂŽ^ The market of Allahdah is by no means dah. large, but very cheap. Eggs are sold at400 for a dollar; oranges, Avhich grow ingreat quantities, at 2,000 the dollar ; whilsteight fowls can be bought for a similarsum. Immediately in the vicinity of thetown, the ground is under high cultivation,but is soon lost in forest and bush. Onentering Allahdah, is a large cleared square,in which are the fetish houses; on leaving



??? it, is seen a battery of fifteen guns of allsizes, lying uselessly on the ground, with-out carriages. Oct. lAtli.â€”At 7 a.m. we proceeded on park-ukeour journey, and walked through a beautifulundulating park-like country, studded withmagnificent treesâ€”sycamores 130 feet high,and the huge giant cotton with its enor-mous girt of root spreading over 40 squarefeet. The variety of flower was remark-able, and, together with the brilliant andvaried colours of the butterflies, renderedthe scene at once fragrant and beautiful.No one that has not travelled in Dahomeywill believe the beauty of its scenery.Africa is considered generally as quot; a wildexpanse of lifeless sand and sky,quot; and notsupposed to offer so romantic and beautifula country, where large clusters of grapes,rough in skin, but palatable in taste, growon all sides. The first halt was at thevillage of Doonoo, which, though small,supported a large

blacksmith\'s shed, inwhich the quot; cunning menquot; were indus-



??? mam triously fashioning rude hoes. At Atoogoo,another small village, we felled a tree, in-tending to have it removed to Whydah asa flagstaff for the fort; and thence, passingthe village of Assegwee on the right, ar-rived at the town of Havee, boasting aroyal residence in a very dilapidated state,and a grand fetish house, fancifully painted.Passing the village of Togoh to the right,we soon entered the town of Wybahgon orWhygon, fifty miles from Whydah, andtook up our quarters in a fetish house.Here each farm is supplied with a separategranary, raised, as in England, on sup-porters ; and cultivation, as usual, extendsto a little distance round each town orvillage. Many clusters of wild pine-appleand bananas ornament the road. Fromthis town our course deviated from northto north-east, in order to avoid a largeswamp which was impassable, and whichadded a circuit of twenty miles to our jour-ney from the coast of Abomey.

TountrVnbsp;^^^^^â€”Started at 7 a. m., and passed



??? over an undulating forest country, present-ing, for the first time on our journey,stones. Not a pebble is to be found forfifty miles inland of Whydah. The soilover that extent of country is a stiff redloam ; but even to the depth of wells of 100feet there are no pebbles; and granite, forgrinding, and stones for pounding foo-foo,are procured from the mountains of Kong,and carried on men\'s heads to Whydah, adistance of about 200 miles. Every kindof burden is carried on their heads, norhave they much idea of the division oflabour in slinging a large article. On ourmarch we have passed thousands carryinggoods to and fro, and noticed hardly asingle instance of the use of slings forheavy burdens. As we advanced, ironstone, sandstone,and conglomerate, increased, until lost inthe oozy soil of a deep vegetable swamp, ina large forest, formerly the bed of a river,and leaving very little doubt of its being Pass the(below) a

coal deposit. Such a country swamp.



??? 62nbsp;from whydah to abomey. seems marked for railway enterprise. Ifcoal can be procured at will, there is timberenough to make sl eepers, for all the cJieminsde fer in the world, and iron ore sufficientfor every kind of machinery. The land iscapable of producing any and every thing.Gold is found in the neighbouring state ofAshantee, and doubtless may be tracedhere. Quartz is common in the KongMountains; diamonds and other preciousstones might repay enterprise. Althoughwe made a circuit, we did not altogetherclear the swamp, but passed several softpatches, in the centre of which was amarket called Massee, providing for thewants of travellers. At the village ofIlomee we halted an hour; and arrivingat Sequeh, were met by a king\'s messenger,who came to inquire how we had passedthe swamp. At 5 p. m. we halted in alarge market called Troo-boo-doo, twenty-four miles from Abomey, and took up ourquarters in

one of the stalls. As it wasnot market-day, Mr. Duncan shot some



??? feom whydah to abomey.nbsp;63 doves, which supplied the place of fowls.Game is plentiful all along the road.Guinea-fowl, bush-fowl, and partridges havebeen calling along our route. The forestsabound in deer, pigs, monkeys; besideswild beasts, as leopards and wolves. Thepatakoos, as the wolves are called, areheard howling all night long in Abomey,Whydah, and all towns on our route ; butthe fear of the deadly cobras, which areextremely numerous, deters the nativefrom warring against the wolves in theirwild haunts, and he is content to trapthem in large square traps, like giganticmodels of the ingenious little machines,by which sparrows are caught by Englishboys. Oct. l^tJi.â€”Started at 7 a. m. for Cannah arrive atMinah (Cannah). During the previouspart of the journey, I have remarked theabsence of the feathered tribe except thepolice of Dahomey, the disgusting Turkeybuzzard. But now the plains of Cannahare

gay with birds of beautiful and



??? magnificent plumage, of the most brilliantscarlet. quot; Thick swarm the brighter birds ; for Nature\'s hand,That with a sportive vanity has deckedThe plumy nations, there her gayest huesProfusely pours. But, if she bids them shineArrayed in all the beauteous beams of day,Yet, frugal still, she humbles them in song.quot; Thomson. Oh for a bird-stufifer! What ought nota traveller to be ? And what does he notlose by not having studied these necessaryarts? At half-past 8 we entered thestraggling beautiful city of Cannah bypassing a pretty brook, situated in a pic-turesque bosquet. Cannah covers aboutsix square miles of ground; in it are fourpalaces of large extent, and each househas its piece of ground under cultivationdividing it from its neighbours. Herecommences a broad clean road, as wideas any high road in England, leadingto Abomey, with branch roads, equallygood, approaching the palaces. Themarket is very extensive, occurring as,



??? usual with all large markets in Dahomey,once in four days. There is a serenenessabout this spot that leads the ideas farfrom Africa. The views are beautiful; thedwellings clean, neat, and quiet. Num-bers of aged of both sexes speak of peace ;for while the hordes of the monarch andbis nobles carry war and devastation intoall the neighbouring countries, Cannah(formerly the capital of Fay,-then calledDawee), conquering Abomey, has retaineda peace of upwards of 200 years. Thecultivation in the neighbourhood rivalstbat of the Chinese. All visitors halt at Cannah, and reporttheir arrival by messengers. Having, inpursuance of this custom, selected a mes-senger, Narwhey prostrated himself, andthen received our sticks (three in number,for the sable governor sends his also), and,presenting them to the messenger, chargedbim with our greeting to the king. All ourparty had arrived, to the number of onehundred, and we now occupied the trea-

surer\'s house. As at Allahdah, it was bare vol. i.



??? of furniture, and very damp. Soon afterour arrival we were presented with cleanwater, and a present of about a hundred-weight of food from the royal wives. Thepalaces at Cannah are vast enclosures, en-tered only and inhabited by the females,wives, amazons, and slaves of the king.In the walls of each are covered entries orgates, at which the monarch receivesvisitors; and a guard supervises the ingressand egress of the inhabitants. In theafternoon our messenger returned, com-manding us to rise early and proceed toAbomey, and the mayo\'s stick soon afterfollowed, with compliments.



??? VART II. abomet, its court and its people. Thus, in rather less than four days, we had the roadcompleted our journey from the coast to Camiah towithin sight of the capital of Dahomey.It was with not little eagerness that I roseat the earliest dawn, and, after taking alight breakfast, proceeded slowly along thebroad road that led to the gates of the greatOn both sides of the way were se-veral small villages, and cultivation wasl^oth abundant and good. Palm-oil trees,corn, and beans abounded, and many anoble tree of that strange kind whence theShea butter is made by the natives. Ofthese trees one struck me in particular,with its thick foliage like the evergreenoak, and its profusion of butter-nuts, asarge as pigeons\' eggs, covered with a pala-table pulp. On either side of the highway,roads branch olf to the several palaces, in- F 2



??? eluding that of Bah-dah-hoong the residenceof the heir-apparent to the Dahoman crown.Of the villages, that of Leffle-foo is peopledwith captive Anagoos, the name of one ofwhose provinces it bears, under the controulof a Dahoman cabooceer, and is justly re-markable for the superiority of its cultiva-tion and the industry of its denizens. The city of Within about a quarter of a mile of the Abomey .nbsp;â€? i â€? i n i and its de- City gates, on either side of tue road, undersheds, stand a couple of two-and-thirty-pounder carronades. From thence, to thevery gates, the road is lined by the Fetishhouses, numbering more than sixty. Tothe left is seen, on the outskirts of a copse,a palace, surrounded by a high red claywall. No visitor can enter Abomey with-out a sensation of disappointment in thewant of grandeur, and disgust at the ghastlyornaments of its gateway. The city isabout eight miles in

circumference, sur-rounded by a ditch, about five feet deep,filled with the prickly acacia, its only de-fence. It is entered by six gates, which aresimply clay walls crossing the road, with



??? To face paje 90- Vol. I. THE GATES OF DAHOMEY.



??? two apertures, one reserved for the king,the other a thoroughfare for his subjects.In each aperture are two human skulls ;and on the inside a pile of skulls, hum_an,and of all the beasts of the field, even tothe elephant\'s. Besides these six gates,the ditch, which is of an oval form,branches off, at each side the north-westgate, to the north and north-west, and overeach branch is a similar gateway, for oneonly purpose â€” to mislead an enemy in anight attack. In the centre of the city^re the palaces of Dange-lah-cordeh andAgrim-gomeh, adjoining; on the north standsthe original palace of Dahomey; about these,and to the south gate, are houses, the mostconspicuous of which are those of the mi-nisters. In front of Ag rim-gomeh is an ex-tensive square, in which are the barracks anda high shed or palaver house, a salutingbattery of fifteen guns, and a stagnant pond.Just inside the south-east gate (the Can-nah) are a saluting

battery and pond, andnumerous blacksmiths\' shop s. The roads orstreets are in good order; and, though there F 3



??? are not any shops, the want of them issupplied by two large markets â€” Ah-jah-ee,to the eastward of the central palace, atonce a market, parade, and sacrificialground ; and Hung-jooloh, just outside thesouth gate. Besides these are several smallermarkets, the stalls of which are all owned, andare generally attended, by women, the wivesof all classes and orders, from the miegans tothe blacksmiths. The fetish houses are nu-merous, and ridiculously ornamented. Clothsare manufactured within the palaces andhouses. The only other manufacture is ina pottery, which, with a dye-house, is a royalmonopoly, inasmuch as the royal wiveswork them; and none may approach the fac-tory. Within the city are large waste landsand many cultivated farms. There are noregular streets, and it is difficult for a Euro-pean to imagine himself in the capital of alarge country, as all the houses are sur-rounded by high red clay walls, which en-close

large forest trees, besides orange,banana, and other fruit trees. All thehouses are low and thatched, and one only.



??? in tlie palace of Dange-lali-cordeh, and onein that of Cumassee, can boast of two stories.Leaving the south gate, the traveller passesthrough the town of Beh-kon, occupiedprincipally by the palaces of Cumassee andAhgon-groo, and the houses of the ministers;whilst from the south-west gate the roadleads to another royal palace. The Daho-man capital is, in fact, entirely unprotectedby its walls and gates, and built in the mostill-judged of positions for so large a city.For a distance of five miles on every sidethere is no water. Passing out of the northgate, the traveller soon arrives at a mostbeautiful point of view. Standing on an emi-nence of some hundred feet, a fertile valleylies stretched at his feet, bounded in the ex-treme north-west by the lofty summits of theDab-a-Dab hills, tinged with blue, and loom-ing larger from the distant view. Here andthere about this fertile plain are small oozyreservoirs of water, from which the sole

sup-ply of that necessary element is obtained fortbe populous city. With so scanty and pre-carious a supply, it may be well supposed F 4,



??? ABOMEY, ITS COUET that fresh water is a luxury in Abomey,and the cry of quot; Seedagbeequot; (good water)as constant as the quot; Agua de Lisboaquot; ofthe Gallegos in Portugal. On the north-eastern side of the capital the farms aredependant solely on the rain-water collectedduring the rainy season, and secured in deeppits smeared on the inside with palm-oil,whence it is drawn off into earthen vessels,and thus stored up within the houses untilthe return of the rainy period. Within a short distance of the royal re-sidence we halted at the house of a friendof our interpreter\'s, where we dressed inour full uniforms, and then moved forwardto some shady trees to await the arrival ofthe cabooceers who were to conduct us tothe royal presence. In our rear Avere ar-ranged our followers, hammockmen, and acrowd of Dahoman spectators. About aquarter of a mile from us stood a vastassembly of cabooceers and soldiers,

withumbrellas of state, flat-topped, and orna-mented like those of the Chinese, and ban-ners of every hue and most varied devices. 72 Prepar-ation forour firstinterviewwith the



??? mmmmmmmmm- AND ITS PEOPLE.nbsp;73 Besides tlie Dahoman standards, each ofwhich was ornamented by a human skull,floated the national flags of France, Eng-land, Portugal, and Brazil, whilst everycabooceer had his own particular pennon. The first chief who advanced from this visits from cabooceers gay crowd of cabooceers was Boh-peh, the and king\'s T .nbsp;brother. governor of the capital, dressed in a countrycloth wrapped round his body, a slouchedhat, necklaces of coral and other beads, andarmed with a handsome sword. Behindhim came a retinue of soldiers, his standard,his umbrella of state, and his stool of rank ;and, lastly, a band of most discordant music.Arrived in front of our position, he bowed,and then marched, from right to left, roundour seats three times, completing each cir-cuit with a low obeisance. On his thirdround he discharged three muskets anddanced a short measure, then advanced

andshook hands, and seated himself on his stoolof office, which its bearer had placed onmy right hand. Ah-hoh-peh, the king\'sbrother, and Gaseh-doh, the chief of thecabooceers of Abomey, followed with



??? similar attendants and ceremonies. Whenthe whole party was seated, a body of theroyal household, having half their headsshaved, took position in front, and sang ahymn of welcome to us. They wereshowily dressed in scarlet trimmed vnthyellow beads and other ornaments, withtheir heads covered by silver caps, someof which were distinguished by a pair ofsmall silver horns, such as are commonlyworn in the northern parts of Africa, andespecially in Abyssinia. In his right handeach carried a horse-tail whip, with whichhe beat time to the air of the chant. Next advanced Poh-veh-soo and hisparty of blunderbuss-men, who, after pas-sing round us three times, fired a salute.Poh-veh-soo, as will be seen in a futurejournal, is at once a mihtary officer, court-fool, and headsman, _ the latter office nosinecure. So soon as we had completedthe usual ceremony of drinking healths, weentered our hammocks,

and, joining pro-cession after the cabooceers and theirlevees, amid the firing of muskets, blunder-



??? THE RECEPTION OF THE quot;A H-H A US 30 O - IN O H - D EHquot; ?œRquot;QIIKKI1S IvIOtI\'J\'H??\': i.ujTDim, Liin??MAN I CTlasi.



??? busses, and short brass guns, marched tothe palace square. The walls of the palace of Dange-lah- Present- ation to the cordeh are surmounted, at a distance ot king at the â€ž palace of twenty feet, with human skulls, many oi Dange-iah.which ghastly ornaments time has decayed,and the wind blown down. Happy omen!they are not replaced. The square of thepalace was filled with armed people, seatedon their hams, the polished barrels of theirDanish muskets standing up like a forest.Under a thatched gateway was the king,surrounded by his immediate wives; whileon each side sat the amazons, all in uniform,armed, and accoutred; and in the centre ofthe square squatted the males. Hundredsof banners and umbrellas enlivened thescene, and a constant firing from greatguns and small arms increased the excite-ment. When near the king\'s seat we came to ahalt, while the cabooceers bowed down andkissed the dust.

Passing before the throne,we bowed and made the circuit of thesquare three times, the cabooceers pros-



??? trating, and ourselves repeating our obei-sances each time that we passed the royalseat. On the third time, the ministers andcabooceers formed a line to the king\'s posi-tion ; and, as we stept from our hammocks,the king, who had been reclining, rose,and forty discordant bands struck up aquick step, whilst guns were fired, and allshouted except the ministers and cabooceers,who prostrated themselves and threw dirton their heads as we advanced and shookhands with the king. His Dahoman Majesty,King G6zo, is about forty-eight years ofage, good-looking, with nothing of thenegro feature, his complexion wantingseveral shades of being black ; his appear-ance commanding, and his countenanceintellectual, though stern in the extreme.That he is proud there can be no doubt,for he treads the earth as if it werehonoured by its burden. â–  Were it not fora slight cast in his eye, he would be ahandsome man. Contrasted with the

gaudyattire of his ministers, wives, and caboo-ceers (of every hue, and laden with coral,



??? goU, silver, and brass ornaments), theking was plainly dressed, in a loose robeof yellow silk slashed with satin stars andhalf-moons, Mandingo sandals, and aSpanish hat trimmed with gold lace; theonly ornament being a small gold chain ofEuropean manufacture. Taking our seats on chairs facing theroyal mat, we entered into a complimen-tary conversation, the king asking manyquestions about our sovereign and Eng-land, and afterwards of Messrs. Freeman,Cruikshanks, and Wynniett, who had pre-ceded us at his court. The ministers werethen introduced by name, and we all dranktogether. Next, about forty cabooceers weresimilarly introduced. The English mother was now pointedout (for this arrangement see journal ofthe customs), and we were placed underher care. His Majesty, having asked me if I would Reviewâ– ^\'ish to see a review of the amazons, to AmaLns.â– ^vhich I acquiesced with delight,

orderedthree regiments to be paraded. The



??? ground was clianged, the men falling back,and a square was marked out for the re-view. One regiment was distinguished bya white cap with two devices (blue alliga-tors), another by a blue cross, while thethird had a blue crown. The officers wererecognised by their coral necklaces andsuperior dresses; while each carried asmall whip, which they freely plied whenrequired. After being inspected, theycommenced an independent iiring, whilstat intervals, rushing from their ranks, manyof them would advance to the foot of thethrone, address the king, hold aloft theirmuskets, and then return and fire them.During the review the ministers assembledon the left of the king. On his right weresome high officers of the amazons in uni-form and neat accoutrements, performingtheir offices about the king\'s person: oneheld a silver spittoon, another the royal hat,a third the club, â€” a handsome ebonystick ornamented with silver; one pro-claimed the conquests of the

Dahomanarmy, while two, as heralds, with long



??? trumpets, blew a blast, and then blazonedforth the numerous names of Gezo, theking of kings. Immediately in rear of theking sat the quot;Light of the Harem,quot; under ahandsome crimson and gold parasol; aroundher many an envious maid, whose turn itmight be soon to be thus honoured. Theirdresses were more gaudy than rich, orna-mented with coral and glittering beads. The king having asked us to drink, rose,with his glass in hand, and tapped each ofours; then there thundered forth a saluteof guns, almost drowned by the shouts ofthe multitude. The ministers and caboo-ceers danced, and the eunuchs and ladiesheld cloths before the king. Men mustnot see the king eat or drink. When the firing was over, Ahpolpoo-nomehand Hie-tengah, the colonels, and manyamazon officers, were introduced, and drankonr health; in return, I gave them twokegs of rum. The chief of Dassa was

thenintroduced: he was a prisoner on parole,the same chief that was uncivil to Mr. Dun-can on his travels. We now took leave;



??? tlie king, in compliment, seeing us on ourroad. As he stept forth, the whole crowdrose as a man, fired oiF their muskets, andshouted; the din and noise was conse-quently terrific. They then closed roundthe king, whilst the bands played a quickstep. When we had arrived at the end ofthe square he took leave, shaking handsand snapping alternate fingers and thumbsthrice. The mayo\'s retinue continued firing,shouting, dancing, and singing all the wayto our residence in the mayo\'s enclosure â€” asmall neat house in a retired part, havingtwo orange-trees and a kitchen enclosed ina yard, and hence private. No king could have been more civil ormore condescending ; yet, in all it wasobservable, that the visit of white men, andshow of reception, amused his people andenhanced his own greatness in their ideas.In the journal of the customs the powerof this king will be illustrated: sufiice ithere to say, as a military chief he is fearedby all his

neighbours, and the terror of hisname is the strongest tie he has, and effects



??? far more than the strength of his army evercould. Africans have but a poor means ofcounting; and, although their memory isretentive, cannot retain numbers, and be-yond a thousand they have but littleidea. These soldiers being yearly at war,have gained a fame that, if fairly tried.Would soon be found wanting. Oct. iMi.â€”Having made up rny present Presents to(Mr. Duncan had made his on a formervisit), I sent it to the king, with a messageto say, that I had landed unawares, but hadcollected a small present at Whydah. It wasgraciously received. I sent a small dona-tion also to the miegan, the prime minister,naayo, grand vizier, camboodee, treasurer,agaow, general-in-chief, e-a-wal, Englishmother, with similar messages. Daylight had scarcely broken when, one interviewafter another, in came the sticks of the king,l^ing, and every man of note in the town,even to Hee-tou-gee, the siloe\'s smith, in-quiring after our health. Each

was carriedV two or three men ; and as each man VOL. I.nbsp;G



??? required a glass of raw rum, and these in-quiries are repeated every morning, in along sojourn they become a great nuisanceand a great expense. After breakfastingearly by command, by 8 o\'clock we werein full uniform in the palace square, whichwas now clear. The mayo immediatelyleft us to be gazed upon by a collectingcrowd, and to report our arrival to theking. In about half an hour, the greatgate was thrown open, and, passing throughan inner court, we were ushered into theentr?Še of a small room, ornamented withmilitary arms and accoutrements. On abed, covered with a very handsome mat,reclined the king. In the room were thefemale ministers squatted on the ground ;while, as we advanced and the king rose,the male ministersâ€” the mayo, camboodee,caoupeh, and Toonoonoo â€” prostrated andkissed the dust. Having shaken hands,we became seated, and the ministers rosefrom their degrading and disgusting posi-tion to

take their actual station, without



??? whose concurrence the king cannot act.It is extraordinary that while the inieganand the mayo wallow in the mud. in theI\'oyal presence, they have, if united, actuallyniore power than their sodesque. After many compliments, his Majesty Conversa-I\'equested me to read the commander-in- the king,chiefs letter. Handing it to him, he brokethe seal and returned it. I then read itscontents piecemeal, so that the interpretersmight the better explain it. His Majestylistened attentively; and then explainedthat he was not accompanied by thoseofficers who should form members of soSerious a palaver, but if I would attend hisCustoms, he would give an answer. Hethen dictated a letter to the commander-in-chief, in which he promised to give me ananswer at the Customs. Asking if we in-tended to visit the market, he ordered tenheads of cowries to be sent with us to pur-chase articles with. Mr. Duncan asked the king if he could The fate

ofacquaint him with the fate of Dr. Dickson, G 2



??? the fellow-traveller of Clapperton. He in-formed us as follows:â€”Dr, Dickson ap-peared at my court, accompanied by thelate cha-cha, Da Souza, at whose instance Ifurnished him with a guard of sixty men.After a short stay, during which he had thefever, and shaved his head, he set out.Arrived on the frontier, all but four menreturned; the remainder, under the otficersAh-moo-soo, Ah-sok-bah, and Boogboo ac-companied Dr. Dickson, through Chah toNoofee, on the road to Haussa, Afterleaving Noofee, all trace was lost, and nonehad ever since been heard of. He then ex-plained that he was going, as soon as weleft, to Tengee, to make a Custom to thememory of his mother. Having drunk the healths of the king ofDahomey and the queen of England inchampagne, we asked leave to retire, muchpleased with the novelty of our interview. As we left the palace gate, hardly a soulwas to be seen in the square; but no

soonerwas the king outside, than thousands of



??? armed men flew from all sides and assem-bled, firing and shouting round the mo-narch, On returning to our friend\'s house.We changed our garments, and went tomarket and purchased some pottery, dresses,and country cloths. Close to the market stands a monument Anagoo .nbsp;tradition, to commemorate the subjugation ot Anagoo.In Dahomey there are but few tracts inwhich stone is deposited : the Anagoos hada tradition, which they steadily believed,that when their enemies removed stonesthe country would fall. The Dahomansconquered them, and fulfilled the prophecyby causing the whole army, each (soldierand camp follower) to carry a large stone. early all are granite in different stages offormation. Several of the royal familycalled, not without expecting and receivinga present. Oct. 19ifA, â€”At six, a table was set out- Presentsside our gate by the mayo, with wine and kTng.refreshments ; and we were invited to

listento a salute fired. Having drunk the health G 3



??? of his Majesty, soldiers stationed along theroad hurraed, and a royal salute was fired ;followed by two salutes of nine each, formyself and Mr. Duncan. During the royalsalute, a party of the royal wives passed,and, headed by the aged minister, we hadto leave the gay and festive scene, and hideour diminished heads â€” against a wall!Immediately after we received his Majesty\'spresent, consisting of, to each, a bullock,cloth, ten heads of cowries, one keg of rum,one jar of palm oil, one calabash of flour,one of country soap, one of peppers. To Madiki, the interpreter, two heads ofcowries, two bottles of rum, one goat, onecalabash of flour, one jar of palm oik ToNarwhey, two heads of cowries, one bottleof rum. To Majelica, head of followers, onehead of cowries, one bottle of rum. To ourkroomen, two heads of cowries ; hammock-men, two heads, and two bottles of rum.Besides the above, every day we receivedabout two bushels

of food, palm oil, soaps,and dab-a-dab, amp;c. Mr. Duncan presentedthe king\'s weaver with a spinning-wheel.



??? He has the foot of a giant, and is extraor-dinarily clumsy. He has seldom been ab-sent an hour, breaking the threads, leathers,amp;c,, and drinks an awful quantity of rum. Many people called; some bringing oneor two yams as a present, all requiring apresent in return. These presents are aterrible nuisance: the whole system is indonations, expecting more, at least an equi-valent, and never satisfied. Mr. Duncan isa proficient on the Jews harp; and severalold friends have called, bringing their in-struments, and asked for new lessons. Howquickly the black ear catches a tune ! OneUlan, Attah, plays all the old Scotch airsWell. Strange as it may sound, in a barba-rous African country, women are passingour door, like the gallegos of Lisbon, cryingquot;See-dag-hee Seequot; (sweet water, water).Close to the mayo\'s house are the cityshambles. A good supply of meat is killed,considering the black races do not generallyeat much

animal food, quot; unless when theyhave not to pay for it.quot; g 4



??? The case ofthe kroo- Oct 20ifAâ€”Rose at daylight and packeddeâ„?artu?equot;\'^ up. A krooman entered our yard the daybefore yesterday, and, giving him in chargeof my head krooman, I sent for the mayo.By some neglect the man wamp;s missed. Hestated, in good English, that he and anotherwere left of the crew of an Enghsh mer-chant vessel wrecked on the Popoe coast,and had been sold into slavery. No doubtremained in my mind but that he belongedto the mayo : who as stoutly denied allknowledge of him, and promised to searchfor him. This morning, being ready, themayo sent to say we might go. I, knowingit to be his duty to see us away, sent tosay we were awaiting his visit. In answer,he stated that he was attendant on theking, and that if we wanted to see himabout the kroomen they should be sentto the Vice-Consulate when discovered.Fearing lest these men should not be con-sidered as British subjects,

I thought itbest to leave the matter for the opinion ofthe government, and we left. Mr. Duncan 1



??? has been poorly for some days, but to-dayevinced symptoms of sulFering from dysen-tery. I walked to Cannah, a very pleasantWalk, and there we halted to collect ourbaggage, and give Mr. Duncan rest. Itwas market-day; at the roads leading tothe market stood tax-gatherers, demandingfrom five to ten cowries from all who car-ried goods to sell. Round one of the palaceWalls, called Allah whey, was a rope of grass :this is a fetish against fire. Oct. 2lst.â€”Arrived at Allahbah, fourteen a king\'s court. miles from Cannah, and near the swamps.Mr. Duncan very unwell. In the afternoona terrible noise drew my attention, when,on examination, I found some of our ham-mockmen and the townspeople at a war ofwords. Presently the head of the townrushed iu amongst them, prostrated, kissedthe dust, and, taking his seat on his hams,all squatted down peaceably, scarcely amoment after. Narwhey arrived too late;and in a terrible passion he

rushed on oneof the hammockmen, and fairly pummelled



??? him ; while the head man called to him todesist, and that his conduct was contemptof court. He fell back among the crowd,a quiet but enraged spectator. The causewas this: my kroomen had given one ham-mockman twelve strings of cowries to buya large fowl, and the hammockman had paideight. The woman, hearing that twelvehad been given, after the fowl was killeddemanded restitution or the money. Asquabble ensued; and, lest the narwheyshould take up the case, the head man ofthe town proclaimed a king\'s court, overwhich he alone, in his district, is judge.Several of the villagers made speeches, andcondemned Narwhey\'s conduct. After fullyproving the charge, in consideration of theprisoner being the servant of a white man,he was let off with paying the whole sumto the woman. The judge again kissedthe dust, the hammock-men knelt andclapped hands in token of submission, thenall kissed the dust and separated, and theking\'s court was thus

dissolved.



??? Oct.nbsp;â€” Reached quot;Whjboo, having crossed the swamp. Passed a man wraptfrom head to foot in a cloth, and guarded.His guards told me he was quot; sick.quot; At thesight of him the hammockmen ran intothe bush, and beckoned me to do the same,and I was warned otf in the king\'s, name.This was either a culprit sent for commit-ment to Abomey, or a captured slave; Ishould infer the former. Oct. \'iZrd.â€”Reached Allahdah; where-upon the governor sent me a present of twofowls, twelve eggs, six yams, and someclean water. Oct. 24/A.â€”Reached Torree. Mr. Dun-can very ill. Sent to the British agent tobeg he would not salute when we arrived.Visited the cabooceer, who was ^engagedwith fetish men making a chair. Oct. Ihth.â€”Arrived at Whydah, theBritish fort. Mr. Duncan immediatelywent to bed with, what we thought andtreated him for, dysentery. Visited the viceroy, who prostrated be-fore the

king\'s stick. Having hired a house



??? in the town, I had scarcely retired to itwhen I was astonished to hear twenty-oneguns fired from the British fort ; and forwhat, forsooth ? In honour of a presentgiven by Domingo Jose Martins to the king,of thirty puncheons of rum : a distributionin all to the value of 5,000^, to the king,cabooceers, the late Da Souza\'s family, andpeople. Three pipes were run in the publicsquare for the mob to wallow in. Oct. â€”Domingo Jos?Š Martins sent Mr. -, the quot;blackquot; before alluded to, with his compliments, to offer me anythinghis house afforded. Signor Tacinta deRodriguez, the Madeira merchant, was verykind in assisting me to make up medicinesfor Mr. Duncan. Jos?Š Mar- Q^f^ lt;21 tilâ€”Called to thank Martins. His tins house. house is well furnished, but a mere show-house, he living in a small place adjoining.He has a large European garden and fineorange grove. He kindly placed his canoe-men at my disposal, which, as the Britishfactory

have none, I per force gladly ac-cepted.



??? Oct. 28ifA.â€”Visited the viceroy to takeleave, intending to embark on the arrivalof the first man-of-war. After many de-mands for small articles, on my return Itook leave ; he explaining to me he wouldacquaint the king with Mr. Duncan\'s ill-ness, and ofi\'ering native doctors and medi-cine, if required; adding, all you white menare doctors, and the worst of you betterthan the best of blacks. On passing fromhis house (the grass very high) I observed,within an inch of my leg, a small lizardwith its eyes fixed. It did not move onmy approach. At the same moment a cobradarted at it, and before I could raise mystick, bore it away ; rather a narrow escapefrom death. The peal from the bells of the Portu-guese Catholic church are ringing merrily.What a pity they are not responded to bythe chimes of the more simpleâ€”a Pro-testant â€” place of worship ! Kingfisheranchored. Oct. --Having communicated with Captain Haiberg, he came

on shore accom-



??? panied by his surgeon, who decided ontaking Mr. Duncan otF at once. Havingprocured canoes, we all embarked, not sorryto be again afloat. Poor Mr. Duncan, withso many old friends (he had taken a pas-sage in the Kingfisher) to welcome him,brightened and appeared for the remainderof the day almost recovered. S^u^iT The Kingfisher fired a royal salute in Whydah.nbsp;Onbsp;J Death of honour of the king of Dahomey, and in Mr. Dun-nbsp;onbsp;. return for the one fired at Abomey inhonour of her Majesty. Mr. Duncan dan-gerously ill. On the arrival this day of herMajesty\'s ship Bonetta, I sailed for SierraLeone ; where, shortly after, I heard, by thearrival of a prize taken by her Majesty\'sship Kingfisher, that three days after em-barkation Mr. Duncan had fallen a victimto his attack. He died of a liver com-plaint ; the disease aggravated by poisoninhaled in opening the horse of Da Souza.He was a most enterprising man,

andworthy of the remembrance of his country-men. By this very prize, the prize crew em-



??? barking on board, the Bonetta\'s crew Return tosuffered severely from small-pox; and, aftera trip across the trade winds to Ascension,arrived off Whydah at the time named bythe king for his Customs, the description ofwhich will form the subject of my futureJournals. M



??? PAUT III. journal dtjeing a sojourn on shore in whydah,prom february 27th to march 31 st, and a de-scription op whydah. Feb. \'iltli.â€”Landed and visited the viceroy.AVas informed that his Majesty was stillat war, and the time of his return uncer-tain. That about the time for the march,several high officers had died, and, payingrespect to their memory, had detained thearray until the latter end of January. Whenthe king went to war, no one knew aughtabout his proceedings until he announcedhis return, which announcement wouldcome from Cannah ; and as he had beendetained, the probability was the Customswould be put off. Having explained to the viceroy that, atthe king\'s desire, I had landed at the timeappointed, to visit him at his Customs, and Return toWhydah,and hire ahouse intlie town.



??? that I bore a suitable present, in the nameof her Majesty, which I had purchased atSierra Leone, I told him I should not re-embark until I had heard of his Majesty\'sreturn, and received the announcement ofsome definite period to return on shore. The viceroy told me his Majesty regrettedmuch the death of her Majesty\'s vice-con-sul Duncan, and that immediately he heardit, he had sent his command to him, order-ing him to proceed to the British fort,where he had sat a whole day while hisretainers fired to Mr. Duncan\'s memory.That his Majesty had also sent a largecountry cloth, a piece of blue baft, a pieceof white baft, and a piece of handkerchief,as burial clothes, and six heads of cowriesto set a table, i. e. a wake, which articleshad been given to Mr. Aberdeen. Desiring quiet, and determined to liveregularly, I hired a house in the town inpreference to taking up my quarters at thefort; and while my kroomen were gettingit in order, embarked on board

her Ma*jesty\'s ship King%her. VOL.1.nbsp;H



??? Excursion Mavch 2nd. â– â€” Landed at Little Popoe, to Littlenbsp;,nbsp;^ \' Popoe. an extensive slave port, but one in whichthe trade might be easily stopped by erect-ing a fort on a tongue of land whichcommands at once the lagoon communi-cation and the sea beach. I need onlyrefer the reader to the chart to see thatLittle Popoe and Quittah are but a lightmarch apart, and adjoined by lagoons. The state is a republic, or rather theprovince of a republic. The chief or presi-dent lives at a large town at a little dis-tance ; -while the town of Little Popoe isdivided by the lagoon into Ajado, theslave town, under Portuguese directors,and JSTew London, under a president (Mr.Lawson), whence palm oil is shipped. The la- March 2gt;rd. â€” Pulled a little distance upthe lagoonâ€”a perfect labyrinth, filled withtrade canoes. Indeed there appears to bea very brisk trade carried on here ; and atthe chief\'s town is one of those largemarkets common to Central Africa. Onthe

banks basked several large alligators,and flocks of wild ducks passed within shot. goon



??? There is much fish in tliese lagoons, andbeds of fine oysters, and shoals of shrimps ;although during the last half of the dryseason there is a great deal of water butslightly brackish. March Uli__There is one terrible draw-back to Popoe, it is the most filthy oftowns. The stench is fearfully strong, andmust render it unhealthy. The houses arebadly built; that in which I am living formsthe four sides of a square-, and for somequot; wise quot; reason, doubtless, all the aperturesopen on the inside, so that the air breathedis close and confined. One side is so oldthey are unroofing it, rendering the habi-tation of the other dangerous from theunhoused snakes, centipedes, scorpions,and all other delightful tropical householdcompanions; another side is occupied byMr. George Lawson, who, as agent for ]y[essi-8.-, carries on a palm-oil trade â€” I believe the dirtiest of all tradesâ€”and thearoma from his side is not the most pre-ferable ; while the fourth is a stable

and H 2



??? sleeping-house for the blacks, many ofwhom have the small-pox! March hth. â€” The shallowness of thewater in these lagoons precludes the proba-bilility of any boat being constructed lightenough to navigate them during the dryseason. During the rainy period the pre-valence of fevers and small-pox materiallylessens the probability of any constitutionenduring these pestilential lakes. March â€” Yisited Mr. Lawson, whowas got up for the occasion. He is a littleold black, with a most astonishing me-mory, suffering under a severe hernia.He was a native of Popoe, but educated inEngland, and became steward of a slaverin the time of its legal trade. Besides hispay, he had a shilling a head for eachslave, as interpreter to the doctor. Sevenmonths made the voyage to and from theport of Liverpool, landing the slaves atJamaica. The captain died. The mate, on the re-turn, married the widow, with a fortune offorty thousand pounds and two

daughters. Mr. Law-son and hishistory.



??? ro face page 100, Vol. I. THE SLAVE CHAiN,



??? Charlotte had ten thousand pounds, andMary nine. In those days the same care was takenof the slaves on the passage as of any othercargo, at least in Mr. Lawson\'s ship, andthere was no delay. In 1812 he returnedto Popoe. He has a large family, someliving as Portuguese, others as Enghshmen.On the eighth of February last a schoonershipped here. Up to noon the pinnace of her Majesty\'sship Ranger had been in sight, when sheran down to Argwei. At four, the schooneranchored close into the surf, laid out akedge, and by a rope to the shore hauled thecanoes to and fro: all was excitement anddrinking. As her cargo was not the pro-perty of one merchant, the slaves had to bebranded, and a Dutch tobacco-pipe wascalled in and ingeniously used in brandingthem with different marks, intended to re-present the letters 0, 0, E, and X (thewhole, the half, or the two halves of thebowl of the pipe). In

one hour and a halfshe was on her return voyage. H 3 branding.



??? Excursion March 1th.â€”Went by lagoon in Mr,to Argwei. L^^g^^^jg canoc to Argwei. At this slave- port, almost a monopoly of Jos?Š Almeida,a vessel was expected, and the natives nn-disguisedly exposed their uneasiness at ourappearance. Argwei is a republic, and asfar as I could ascertain, ruled by a senate, with no direct head, Mr.--\'s agent was most civil, and kindly lent me a coveredcanoe to proceed in to Whydah.A^arTin. ^^ extraordinary instance of the power?owersÂ°rf ^^^^ pertinacity of the fetish people wasthe fetish illustrated here last month. In a heavv priests.nbsp;J tornado, the flag-staff of the English factorywas struck by lightning, in a curved line,nearly to the ground. In the immediatevicinity was a store of powder, to removewhich was the first care. In the meantime, the fetish people assembled roundthe factory and loudly demanded admit-tance, which being refused, they paradedthe streets of the town, declaring thatthey

had caused the fetish to destroy theflagstaff as they were quot;hungry;quot; meaningthat the agent did not fee them ; and that



??? To face paAe 102. Vol. I. THE FETISH MAN, AND THE GOVEBNOR OP WHYDAH.



??? if he did not they would kill him: that thiswas the third warning. The first warning was when the presentagent landed at Badagry for provisions,and while on shore his ship blew up ; thesecond, the loss of the Medora, latelywrecked on the Yolta river. With regardto the latter, the fetish people of Yolta andAccra had had some dispute, when theformer warned the other, and told themthat in revenge they would have an Accratrade-ship. If it can be believed, one of the agentsto the oldest established house on the goldcoast is initiated into the mysteries, and isa fetish man ! This man was formerlymaster of a trader; and on the master of theMedora taking leave of him at Accra, speak-ing with regard to the change of tide con-sequent on the Harmattous, that were thenblowing, he remarked, quot; you must hang tothe southward or you will chance to be onshore on the Yolta.quot; His words were pro-

phetic, and as such claimed by the devilsincarnate, his brother fetish men. H 4



??? ^^^nbsp;sojotjen at whydah. The next day they resumed their threats,and demanded the injured mast. Havingentered the factory-yard, one of the partyascended to strike the heel of the topmast;which he did by the run. The quot; holy quot; mennow became afraid, and left, declaring thatif they were not fed, they would certainlydestroy the factory. By the advice of thechiefs, the agent compromised the matterat a loss of about 200 dollars\' worth ofgoods. Argwei is a small, not over cleantown, although an extensive trading port.It has one peculiarityâ€”the streets, like thoseof Passages, in Biscay, are passages underthe houses, or rather through them. Left at 5 p. m., and poled down thelagoon all night.De^scrip.nbsp;â€” At 9 a. m. arrived at Why- Whydah. dah. Since daylight to 7 I walked alongthe lagoon without shoes or stockings, thewater just above the ancles; and althoughwe poled in the middle and in the deepestwater, the canoe,

which drew about a footand a half water, was constantly agroundin the night. My kroomen whom I left be-



??? liind tell me that 500 slaves were marchedthis week to Argwei. Whydah is a most extensive city, con-sisting of seven or eight separately governedtomis, although the viceroy of Whydah isthe chief of all cabooceers. The first of these is French town, governed by Dagbah, tbe Viceroy, 2.nbsp;English town â€ž Hie-chee-lee, Cabooceer. 3.nbsp;Portuguese town â€ž Boognon, Ditto. 4.nbsp;Cha-cha town (Ajudah) â€ž Gnodefereh, Ditto. 5.nbsp;Market town â€ž Ah-poo-dehnoo, Ditto. Besides these, there are free towns for theliberated Africans, and a new town latelybuilt to the eastward. One of the benefits of these divisions isthat, for instance, all the people in Englishtown are servants quot; to hire,quot; but out ofrespect to English visitors any number thatis required is sent, and the head men ofthe town procure the labour. The principal building is the cha-cha\'s The househouse, a large ill-built erection of no par- cha.ticular form, occupying one side of

the



??? principal square; and, as nothing can becleanly in Africa, opposite, occupying aside of the square, is a corral for cattle, sel-dom cleaned, except by the anirnalcula ofthe exuvias that decay breeds. The cha-cha\'s house I had imagined was a palace, inwhich a prince in wealth rolled in luxury,such it has been represented; and if dirtand filth constitute luxury, it is an ely-sium. Every article of table or bed-roomfurniture was of solid silver; but the stateof the finances at his death proved theexaggerations of his flatterers, as he diedJha!chf enormously in debt. Isidore Da Souza, theDa Souza. present cha-cha, is ordered by his royalmaster to pay the quot; legalquot; debts of hisfather, but not his debts to slave-dealers.Strange command from the king of Da-homey ! illustrative of the cunning of theking, who foresaw in the payment of exten-sive debts a probable decrease of tribute. The late Da Souza arrived a poor man.He left Rio from some

political crime, inwhich he had the choice of incarceration



??? or desertion of his fatherland. Althoughan extensive slave-dealer, he was not with-out good points; and one was, his excessivekindness to all English visitors, either go-vernment officers or others. He intro-duced Dr. Dickson to the king, and gaveMr. Duncan the wherewithal to purchasea welcome (being at the time too ill to ac-company him), and was attentive to Mr.Cruikshanks. The best trait in his character was inhis discountenancing human sacrifice, whichhe is said never to have witnessed, and inabolishing death as the punishment forkilling (by accident or otherwise) a fetishsnake. ISTow, the unfortunate criminal hasto enter a house of straw covered withpalm oil, to which a light is set, and thenceto run the gauntlet through the fetishpriests, who belabour him without mercy;and he is not free until he reaches waterin which he washes out the sin. On theseoccasions the late cha-cha is said to haveattended with his personal slaves, who, with



??? pretended zeal, mixed with the crowd andhustled round the offender, and saved himmany blows. The best building in the town is theresidence of Domingo Jos?Š Martins, a wellfurnished house, standing in an orange-grove, Antonio Da Souza has a Chinese-built house, more ornamental than useful,in which he receives visitors. The forts,three in number, are all old and dilapi-dated. In the British fort is a fetishhouse of some antiquity,â€”strangely placed !About the forts are cleared areas, and, ifin repair, they would be well capable ofdefence from an African army. So long asthey remain in merchants\' hands they arevirtually a disgrace to the flags that fly fromtheir walls. The viceroy\'s house is a mereenclosure of huts and one spacious court,shaded by several giant cotton-trees, inwhich his Excellency receives visitors whennot immediately on business, lying at fulllength on the damp ground. The lions of Whydah are the

snakefetish house and the market. The former Houses ofthe greatmen. Fetishtemple. m



??? mm IS a temple built round a liuge cotton tree,in which are at all times many snakes ofthe boa species. These are allowed to roamabout at pleasure; but if found in a houseor at a distance, a fetish man or woman issought, whose duty it is to induce the rep-tile to return, and to reconduct it to itssacred abode, whilst all that meet it mustbow down and kiss the dust. Morning andevening, many are to be seen prostratedbefore the door, whether worshipping thesnakes directly, or an invisible god, which isknown under the name of quot; Seh,quot; throughthese, his representatives, I am not learnedenough to determine. In different partsare smaller temples covering deities, inshape, rude clay figures of men. The market is the finest I have seen in J^ÂŽ mar-ket. Africa; well supplied with every luxuryand many useful articles. As there areno shops, all trade is carried on here; andthe market is divided into appropriate pro-portions

for each description of article. Themeat, fish, corn, flour, vegetable, fruit, andforeign goods have all separate markets.



??? It may not be uninteresting to know theprices of the various articles: Â? s. d. Cowries, Turkey 0 7 0 = 4,000 Guinea-fowl 0 1 9 = 1,000 Fowl 0 0 7 = 280 Pigeon 0 0 5 = 200 Chicken 0 0 5 = 200 Duck 0 1 3 600 Bullock 2 0 0 == 25,000 Sheep 0 8 0 = 5,000 Goat 0 6 0 = 2,500 Beef, a pound 0 0 3 â€” 120 Pork, ditto 0 0 2 = 80 Mutton, ditto 0 0 H = 100 Egg 0 0 oi = 10 Orange 0 0 OtV = 3 Yam 0 0 2 = 80 Crabs 0 0 oi = 10 Fish, a pound 0 0 5 = 200 Vegetables, green, a pound - 0 0 OA = 2 Drinkables. Rum, a bottle 0 0 6 240 Pitto (country beer), a gallon 0 0 1 = 40 The house of a rich native differs innothing from those of the commonalty,



??? except that the wall encloses a largernumber of huts. The cha-cha is the principal agent to The cha-tUe king in all matters of trade ; and to him king\'s agentmust be subjected all commerce, whetherin slaves or palm-oil, that he may havethe refusal. The price is laid down bylaw, subject to his alteration if concurredin by the viceroy and six traders or super-intendants of trade appointed by the king.These are : 1. Ah-boo-veh-mah, 2. Goo-vah-inoh, 3. Oh-klah-foh-toh, 4. Toh-poo, 5.Ah-ha-doo-moo-toh, and 6. Boh-ee-ah. Oneor the other of these must be present atall sales to take the royal duty, which inpalm-oil is about a gallon in a measure ofeighteen. These men are not paid, buthave the advantage of trading at the royalprice, or ten per cent, under the market.They are besides political spies on theviceroy, and attend all conferences, report-ing directly to the king any infringementon the royal prerogative. These are notthe only

spies of the viceroy; his hours ofrecreation are supervised by ladies of the



??? blood royal, presented by tbe king, whosereception is obligatory, and who alsomake private reports to the king or hisministers. The vice- March llt;dth. â€” Called on the viceroy, and roy and the Fetish. had a long conversation with him abouttrade. Coming events cast their shadowsbefore them. The viceroy of Whydah isnot likely to be a friend at court, althoughhe very politely asked me to be his fellowtraveller when I went to Abomey. Onleaving, a fetish man was passing the gate,with two large snakes. State officers inmost barbarous countries find it more con-venient to remain at home, except whenduty calls them abroad. The burly officerwas, according to custom, seeing me beyondhis gate â€” and this was an opportunity notto be lost, â€” the fetish man addressed himat great length, in praise of his extraor-dinary liberality to the fetish, for whichhe had no doubt to pay handsomely.sS mer- ^^ Whydah there are five native mer-chants. chants,

who may be termed very rich. These are, according to their wealth,_1.



??? Alijohvee, 2. Narwhey, 3. Quenung, andtwo others, whose names I have lost.Keither in their dress, nor in any outwardappearance could they be judged wealthy.Such show would expose them to the cu-pidity of the government. They ownthousands of slaves, and have to supplywhole regiments to the annual hunt. Ah-johvee has a large fetish house east ofWhydah, situated in a pretty bosquet, in-tersected by pleasant walks, and fragrantin the dry season with the flowers of thecashew-nut tree, ^â€” by far the most pleasantplace to walk in near Whydah. March lltli. â€” All the town was gay. Return ofand all were firing off muskets, dancing, and amp;om\\hÂŽshouting. A messenger has arrived to re-port that his Majesty has reached Cannahin safety. Narwhey came with the royalstick, to inform me, and with a messagefrom the viceroy, that I might now send tohis Majesty for information. I, therefore,despatched a messenger with a

present oftwo brass musketoons to the king, reporting VOL. I.nbsp;T jg



??? my arrival, and requesting he would ac-quaint me when the customs would meet. March --Yisited the premises of Don J os?Š Dos Santos, who, although a slave-dealer, is also a palm-oil purchaser to agreat extent. He arrived here without ashilling, and now has an immense esta-blishment, though I believe little capital ;indeed, he is said to be in debt, owing to theuncertainty of his trade. Having onceembarked in the slave trade, he is still agambler, and his speculations often bringhim in a loser. Don Jos?Š has a plantationon which he manufactures oil His yardwas filled with traders, â€” some with onlya gallon, others having slaves loaded withlarge calabashes of oil; while dozens ofhis own slaves were counting out cowriesto pay for the produce. March IZth. â€” Arrived her Majesty\'sShip Bonetta. Went on board for a fewhours. This was market-day at the four-day market at Forree ; and all Whydah wason the road, carrying foreign cloths,

salt,saltfish, rum, and tobacco, to exchange for Don Jos?ŠDos San-tos.



??? corn, palm-oil, peppers, live stock, fruits,vegetables, and country cloths. March lAth. â€” The foreign trade here is The trade â€ž , â€ž1nbsp;of Whydah much confined. The slave trade consists ingin, rum, tobacco, romauls and othercloths, muskets, powder, flints, cowries,handkerchiefs, hardware, and glass, inlarge quantities; a less quantity of wine,sugar, and iron-bars ; and a few silks andsuperior articles. The oil trade comprisesmany of the above-named articles, besidessmaller articles, such as perfumery, inferiorjewellery, and ornaments. The exports fromWhydah are slaves and palm-oil. Coun-try cloths, peppers, corn, ivory, and shea-butter can be procured in small quantities. Visited a very extensive palm-oil plant- Manufac-ation belonging to Ahjohvee. It lies to palm-oil.the eastward of Whydah; and very littlelabour is added to the gifts of God in pro-curing this valuable and lucrative articleof trade. On the estate are many

establish-nients, slave villages, for the manufacture,winch is very simple. The nut is firstboiled, then, thrown into a large recess, and I 2



??? SOJOURN AT WHYDAH. trodden out: then boiled again, and theoil is collected. The nut within is a very-nutritious article of food, tasting like thecocoa-nut. March Ihth.â€”Visited the viceroy, andfound him reclining at full length in hisshaded court-yard. In the course of con-versation I endeavoured to impress uponhis mind the advantage that would accrueto the king, if, instead of sacrificing orselling his prisoners of war, he retained thelabour in his own country, and he wouldsoon see his advantage in this, and thefolly of enriching a foreign and distantland at the expense of his own naturalresources. I explained to the ee-a-voo-ganthat each had the interest of his ownsovereign doubtless at heart, and that wehad better leave the question open untilwe appeared in the royal presence. March IQth__My messenger returned, and was brought to me by the viceroy instate, whose retainers saluted me by keep-ing up a

continued fire of musketry in theyard. After the iisual prostration, he gave 116 Dialoguewith theviceroy. The king\'sanswer.



??? me the king\'s thanks for the present, andmy congratulations, saying â€” quot; That I had better take a walk andcome back, i. e. go to sea. \' This moon mustdie, next moon die, then five days come onshore,\' or on the 15th of May.quot; This morning, in my walk in the streetcalled quot; Zoh-mahee,quot; quot; Fire^cannot-enter,quot;I met a chain-gang belonging to Jos?Š Al-meida, ready for marching to Popoe. I un-derstood, as soon as they saw me coming,the drivers marched them in. March nth. â€” Sunday, but little differ- Neglected .nbsp;state of ing from any other day, except m the gay religion at .nbsp;-, . â€ž .nbsp;1nbsp;Whydah. attire of the liberated Africans, who, as amark of civilisation, keep the sabbath dayhy dressing out in all their finery. It isthe great pride of a black to be of the whiteman\'s religion; and all, either from Bahiaor Sierra Leone, call themselves Christians,and, no doubt, in the common acceptationof the term, are so. If

one might so decide,they, at least, are in a happier position thanwhen following the religion of the land,worshipping the snake, or the leopard, the I 3



??? fetish of Abomey. Though but nominalChristians, we will not insult them by call-ing them pagans. The safety of theirsouls demands immediate and strenuousexertions on the part of true Christians.A very trifling sum from the general stockwould support a chapel; and then thederision of the Bahias would not fall ontheir Sierra Leone neighbours, who, havinga Roman Catholic church in the Portuguesefort, deride the soi-disant Protestants asbeing without the pale of their church. Noris this the worst part of their position. Thehalf-educated black returns in pride to hiscountry, a savant, a monkey that has seenthe world, to be a useful or a mischievousone as fate may decide. Those landing atBadagry meet pastors and masters, and, inall the pride of quot; the title of white men,quot;would not miss the chance of attendanceon prayers: those landing at Whydah â€”quot; itis but one step from the sublime to theridiculous quot; â€”

have no head, no church. ASierra Leone African is always looked uponas a spy; and _ Â? the last state of that man



??? mm is worse than the firstquot; â€”he cohabits withwomen of the country, and returns in timeto their and his natal idolatry. How inconsistent it appears, that in posi- Absence of missionary tions where the slave trade rules, there labour,is no missionary labour. Such placesought to be the points of honour. Thequot; Blackquot; priests from the island of St. Tho-mas preach to large flocks, and converts arefrequently made. The slave trade does notinterfere with them, nor do I think itwould materially with a Protestant mis-sion ; and the more quot;Blackquot; priests areordained and employed in Africa, thefurther religion will extend. Whydahnever, even in the palmy days of trade,had a Protestant place of worship. Besidesthe Roman church in the Portuguese fort,there are the ruins of a chapel in theFrench fort, now converted into a powder-magazine. I trust ere long those Africans,whom the amor patriw leads to return toWhydah, may not

have to give up the fruitsof the labour of the good pastors of Sierra I 4



??? Leone to vitiated appetites, re-acquired forwant of one to guide them. The system MarcJi l^tli--The viceroy sent his eldest of presentsnbsp;â€? ^ - ,, ^ . -. son with his quot; friend\'s stick,quot; and a presentof some palm-oil and beans-cake, a sort ofcompliment cake only cooked for the officialpeople. These little compliments are neverproperly understood until they are tentimes paid for. In Dahomey all prelimi-naries are settled by presents, and no mat-ter can be arranged unless commenced bya gift. It is the worst country a poor manever travelled in, for the sprat is baited sooften that the mackerel is dearly purchasedâ€” if obtained. In all semi-barbarous coun-tries it is the same, and, in other words,visitors cheat themselves to rob the riilersof the land, who otherwise would imposeupon them. quot; Poverty is no crime:quot; ~ aDahoman would soon give that the lie, ifapplied to a foreigner. e^e\'sS\'nbsp;Disease in Whydah is a

Whydah. despotic tyrant, and holds a divided sway,at one time tyrannising over the whites,



??? at anotlier over the blacks. Just nowhe is chastening the blacks, among whommuch sickness prevails, while, except froma bilious fever, not dangerous, the whitesare free. In June and July, he changescolour, and the whites stagger under theeffects of the power of the sun or themiasma from stagnant pools of recentlyfallen rain. The atmosphere is pregnantwith foul smells, and the very air is tainted. March mh. â€” I have been clearing my whyXh/quot;yard, and payinglabourers and servants. Talkof India ! the Indian is a happy man with hisservants. Here not only will one not cleanyour shoes that cleans your knives, but themaster, if he would have his work done,must keep on the watch and see that hisorders are executed. Yet when the ratesof pay are considered. Reader, you will^ot be astonished that they do so little.As I cannot suppose in any endroit in theknown world labour is cheaper, I give thefollowing list as much as a

curiosity as aguide to future visitors. and theirpay.



??? Head man of under 20, or a man who measures oil, per month -If more than 20 in a gang, 2 hea â€” 2nd, at per monthHouse servant, per dayCooper,nbsp;ditto House builder, dittoHammock-manCarrier of goods, if not per jobSlaves are subsisted by their masters, and receiveno pay ; their subsistence costs, at a liberal al-lowance comparatively -nbsp;.nbsp;20 = ^d. Canoe-men are of a different class, beingAccras. If hired by Portuguese, and enterfor two years\' service, â€” ^ , , .nbsp;. ,nbsp;.nbsp;Heads. Cowries. On takmg service they receive I roll of tobacco = 8 = ig OOO On leaving service, 10 pieces of clothnbsp;- = 10 = 20,000 10 dollarsnbsp;- - = 12 = 24,000 and weekly for subsistencenbsp;... ^qq or 2d. a day and 1 bottle of rum. Canoe men hired by Englishmen :_ Heads. Covvries. Head man, per month, 4 pieces of cloth -nbsp;= 4 = 8,000 Canoe-men, per month, 2 dittonbsp;-nbsp;= 2 = 4 000 Besides, each, 560 cowries, 1

bottle of rum a week. Cowries, the currency of Dahomey, arepassed in fifty strings of forty each to thehead or nominal dollar. It is remarkablethat in all barbarous nations where moneyis known, the currency is decimal! Iron Heads. Cowries. - 6 or 12,000 22s. i n. a 0) - 4 or 8,000 = 13s. 280 = 7d. 280 = 7d. 1 100 = 2\\d. a 120 = Zd. -a c 120 = Sd. . lt;1



??? bars four to the head, rum half-a-head agallon, and cloth form a currency depen-dent on the market. All gold and silveris current at a valuation, but scarce. March 21st. â€” The Souza family having Hc-nic^invited me to a pic-nic, and promised to Da Souzas.show me a European plantation, startedat noon in hammocks, and, at a distanceof three miles to the westward, found theyhad not exaggerated their description. Asplendid palm-oil plantation was before me,thickly set with palm trees, intermixedwith corn, cotton, yams, and cassada, ac-cording to the soil; the ground beingundulating, â€” sometimes high and dry, atother places oozing and low. The pro-prietor was a liberated African from Bahia,originally a Mahee; and the plantation inthe highest order. Arrived on the ground,we smoked a cigar under the shade of acluster of palm trees, while the lord of thesoil brought specimens of the palm nutsfor our inspection. In about

an hour theI^a Souzas were all fast asleep on mats;presently awaking, a canteen was produced.



??? and I was asked to partake of some Bra-zilian rum (casash), which good breedingeven would not allow me to accept. Un-derstanding but slightly Portuguese, Ibegan to think I must have mistaken theinvitation, and felt satisfied there wassome misunderstanding when the contentsof another box were exhibited â€” some meatcooked in rancid oil, biscuit, and yams. I,with pretended go??t., joined in the repast,and, after another cigar, gladly took awalk round the grounds, not in the bestof humours, imagining that I had rathergrievously mistaken the meaning of theinvitation, or been well paid for acceptingone from a slave-dealer. By a circuitouspath, we again came to the palm copse, nowlike the oasis of the desert, a welcome spot.The charm of Aladdin\'s lamp could nothave wrought a greater change : a milk-white cloth was spread on mats, and wasnow covered with every delicacyâ€”wines ofFrance, Spain, Portugal, and Germany ;whilst every

article, even to the coffee cupsand saucers, was of solid silver.



??? March 22d. â€” The king\'s messenger The choice of a cha- arrived to-day, to summon the Da Souza cha.family to Abomey. The ee-a-voo-gan goesalso. Domingo Martins declines the invit-ation. The object is to choose a cha-chafrom among them. Isidore has the money;Ignatio is backed by Domingo Martins,who has great power with the king; andAntonio is the king\'s favourite: thus theking has to choose between wealth, power,and friendship. What will the black Na-poleon, the destroyer and maker of king-doms, do in this emergency ? March 23 c/. â€” Having become ac-quainted with, I was going to say, everystoneâ€”but there are none!â€”in the Whydah roads,_Avith every tree (the finest of which, by the by, is a noble structure of nature,the fetish tree, a huge cotton giant of theforest, on the Abomey road), â€” I threw my-self into my hammock, and, falling asleep,awoke at Savee, from whence I took a longwalk, and returned in

the evening. March 2Ath. â€” In describing the two Agricul- ,nbsp;tural pro- palm-oil plantations, I think I have gone gress in



??? SOJOURN AT WHYDAH. to the extremes; but the quot;Whydah peopleare justly famed for their agricultural pur-suits. Just now all the country is in ablaze â€” the dried, high, grass is burned,and the ashes left for manure; while, atthe same time, the burning element destroysthe overgrown animal and reptile king-doms, and rarefies the atmosphere. Whenthe land is under cultivation, it has thegarden appearance of Chinese agriculture. March ^hth. â€” Why I know not, but itis a fact, that all appear ashamed of thecustom duties they pay his Majesty ofDahomey. Ask the British agent! â€”as wellhave asked Ananias for truth. Ask a Por-tuguese, and you touch his risible facultiesâ€” you fairly make him laugh. A return,therefore, it would be impossible to give.I do not think the duties on legal tradesufiicient. March Wth--Presents in Dahomey are looked upon with a jealous eye. At thistime, to embark my present for the kingwould be suspicious. There

was only onecourse. Feeling certain in my own mind 126 Whydah â€”burning ofthe grass. Customsduties atWhydah. Prepara-tions fordeparture. BiT



??? that I ought to return, I resolved to leavethe quot; presentquot; with the viceroy. Accord-ingly I received a receipt from Dagbah,the viceroy {Anglice Calabash, the mostuseful of vegetable African productions),and prepared for embarkation. March 27th. â€” Even Whydah has its at-traction. I am almost imagining myselfsorry to leave it. The English town-peopleare my sworn admirers, and yet I haveemployed only a few of them. \'Tis pleasantto live beloved, even in outward show;and there appears a good deal of that withthese Whydah people. I tell them I amgoing: they only hope some governmentofficer (could it not be yourself?) wouldhe sent to govern the fort. They have re-membrances of happier days when theyhad a definite master: now they are every-body\'s servant. Well, be it as it may,liking or disliking, I shall be sadly disap-pointed if I do not return. March __The great drawback to The beach trade in Whydah is the

frequent inacces-sible state of the beach, at all times unap-



??? proachable except in the Accra canoe fortrade goods, or the Kroo canoe for messages.Sometimes for weeks the beach is closed.All goods shipped for Whydah should behermetically sealed, if possible. The otherdifficulty is the distance of the town fromthe beach and the intervening lagoon. I experienced much difficulty in thewant of a canoe, and generally overcameit, when I wanted to forward a letter, byone of the boats of Her Majesty\'s shipscoming to the edge of the surf, and aKrooman swimming to and fro with thedespatch, Marchnbsp;Visited the viceroy, who begged I would not be far away, in case theking should send for me. Told him that Iintended going to the Island of Ascension,and would be back at the time appointed;which he begged I would, as the king mightimagine some mistake had arisen, and holdhim responsible for my reappearance. a^^itr ,nbsp;- Received presents of lord. fowls and goats, amp;c., from a number

ofblacks who had become acquainted, and



??? had been in the habit of calling on me.Sent all my traps to the beach. My housedeserves a remark. As usual, Madiki,Considering himself a rich man, has alarge enclosure, while, on the other hand,as an quot; ee-ah-voo,quot; he could not do less thanhave a white man\'s house. He owns tenslaves, and has a large plantation. Fromthe estate he cut timber, and the slavesfashioned it; they next dug the clay, andmade what is called the quot; swish,quot; whichis mixing the red clay \\vith water andstraw to make it more adhesive: and ofthis all houses are built in Whydah. Thenfhey set to work and built a house, thirtyfeet high, eighty long, and forty broad;having in it three principal and four smallrooms, besides two verandahs. They nextcut the dry grass, and thatched it; thenprocured the oysters from the lagoon (pro-bably subsisted themselves on the natives),and with the shells whitewashed the build-

ing. The whole was done in a year, and iswell worth the value of the slaves (who allthe time were subsisted from the plantation); VOL. I.nbsp;K



??? not costing the proprietor a halfpenny. Myargument with him was (and as my in-terpreter he might have made good use ofit), Do you not see the value of labour?Had you sold those slaves the money wouldprobably now be gone ; now you have theslaves and the money too â€” all in one year,and every year you might so increase themin value. He saw it, but did not thinkthe king could, as, how was he to com-mence ? It is the commencement that iswanted. This house is of no personal use tothe owner, so he is glad to have a tenant. Embark- Marcli 315?. â€” Embarked on board Her Sarturl Majcsty\'s Ship Bonetta, and proceeded tothe Island of Ascension, to join the com-mander-in-chief, and receive instructionsfor my future guidance.



??? REFLECTIONS THE SLAVE TRADE MEANS FOR ITS REPRESSION. Sir John Malcolm, in his Embassy toPersia, comments with approval on a re-mark by an old naval master, when speak-ing of the subjects of the Imaun of Muscat.quot; Manners,quot; said the master, quot; they havenone, and their habits were disgusting.quot;The reader will already have been able tojudge, would this not form a concise ac-count of the manners and customs of theDahomans. I account myself as fortunatein not being the pioneer in depicting theextraordinary court of the most warlike ofâ€?African slave-hunters, â€” a monarch whose K 2



??? whole existence depends upon the slavetrade, whose every exertion is to supply alarger number to the market of the pre-ceding year, â€” a monarch whose power isalmost absolute, directly and yet indirectlyso extraordinarily balanced that, to use acommon expression, his head is not safefor a twenty-four hours\' insurance. The Daho- It is rarely that Europeans are called man ama-nbsp;it. . inbsp;â€?nbsp;f 2ons. upon to believe in the existence of amazons,â€” fighting women prepared to do battleon all around, the terror of the neighbour-ing tribes, dressed in the attire of malesoldiers, armed with muskets and swords.These sable ladies perform prodigies ofvalour, and not unfrequently, by a for-tunate charge, save the honour of the malesoldiers, by bearing down all before them,discovering themselves to the astonishedand abashed prisoners to be women, ex-ceeding their male coadjutors in crueltyand all the stronger

passions. Excited by the hopes of reward, the evilpassions of man are fearfully developed inDahomey. Blood-money is the sure reward



??? of valour, the price of blood the only fee;and it matters not if the prisoner is broughtalive to the monarch, as his reeking head isalmost equally valuable. Without a trophy,such as a prisoner or a head, the soldierhad better have been killed ; disgrace, andoften condign punishment, follow to thedefaulters of either sex. There is not a more extraordinary armyin the known world than that of the mili-tary nation of Dahomey. The nucleus ofthe national power, the throne, is occupiedat the pleasure of the militant people, whoclaim an annual war as a birthright. If,from want of courage, or any other in-sufficient reason, the monarch dares to dis-pute the will of his people, he, who couldby serving the vitiated appetites of hissoldiers have taken the lives of any, highor low, is as surely dethroned and mur-dered. â€?-^-rsaa*Â?^ â€”nff-.-^iT 133 In speaking of the two armies, let not thesensualist imagine that a Dahoman cam-paign is disgraced by a

freedom it would 3 â– VOL.1.



??? eeplections on almost be natural to suppose to belong toso curiously disposed an army, half malehalf female. On the contrary, the latterare m charge of eunuchs, officered by theirown sex, and scorn the softer allurementsof their nature. To use their own words,^ they are men, not women! their natureIS changed! they will conquer or die\'quot;Such expressions could not be openly usedeven as mere boasts, by women standingin a jealous position, emulating the mostdaring acts and achievements of man, un-less fundamentally true; and with thecertainty of being openly contradicted, andbrought to shame, by their fellow-soldiersot the opposite sex. Such then are theamazons, in whose chastity we may believewhen we bear in mind that the extremjexercise of one passion will generally ob-hterate the very sense of the others. Theamazons, while indulging in the excite-ment of the most fearful cruelties, forgetthe other desires of our fallen nature.

Superstition assists in the preservationof the chastity of this most singular army



??? The amazons are accommodated within theprecincts of the harem walls, and whenabroad share the honour of royal wives.The bell announces to the traveller thathe must not gaze on them; and thus theyhave not much opportunity of joining inconversation with the opposite sex. Onthe thresholds of the royal portals a charmis set of so determined a nature as to renderencdnte the offender religiously believingits existence. The frail amazon not infre-quently sickens, and confesses the seducer\'sname, though fully aware that the decapi-tation of herself and her lover is the im-mediate result. Rank, to a certain height, in the army,is obtainable by merit; but beyond thatthere is no means of rising except as aspeculation, keeping a regiment and volun-teering their services at the annual hunt;all the higher ranks being hereditary. The great bearing aimed at in givingthese Journals publicity, is to offer to thereader an opportunity

of judging for him-self of the fearful state to which the slave K 4



??? trade has arrived in that portion of Africaof which Dahomey is a kingdom, and of theextraordinary innate civilisation which ex-ists among the blacks, and which, if workedupon, would considerably ameliorate thecondition of the African. It is a countryof remarkable contrasts in its customs andmanners. For the price of one dollar thegrand vizier will decapitate an unoffendingprisoner of war, whilst the more civilisedviceroy of Whydah, who from commercialintercourse proves the power of example,will pay one fourth of that sum to publicfunctionaries to undertake the fearful office.And yet the same high officer studies andunderstands an etiquette that would dohonour to the most civilised courts inEurope, and renders the courtier himself(if divested of the disgusting ancestralhabits) a gentleman of nature\'s mould. Itmay seem singular to the general reader,that - the prime minister\'s office should bethat of headsman, but such is only con-

sistent with the early histories of manyEuropean nations, and, together with many



??? of tlie appointments about the court, provesthat the court of Dahomey is much uponthe same standing that those of northernEurope were before the light of civilisa-tion shone upon them, and discovered theirevils and nakedness. How many schemes are and have been The^aveoffered as infallible destroyers of this fear- the means j.p for Its de- ful evil, many in the main correct, yet dit- struction.fering sufficiently as to render them ap-parently opposed! All men of educationmust be moral haters of the iniquitoustraffic ; but it is not always that educationcan carry a man\'s ideas above the advan-tage of his own interest; and no doubtthe interests of this countryâ€”I mean themonied interest of the manufacturing por-tionâ€”are for the time better answered bythe existence of the slave trade than theywould be by its repression. Such, how-ever, would not be the case on the con-sequence of its failure, and the rise oflegal trade, the

extension of commercial in-tercourse, the civilization of Africa. Themultiplicity of wives enjoyed by the king



??? and his officers, and the selection andseparation of thousands of virgins as ama-zons, leave but few females wherewith toincrease the population ; whilst the hun-dreds of thousands of skulls that ornamentthe palaces, the annual introduction of60,000 slaves into Brazil, at an exportationof at least 180,000 from Africa, unite intending to decrease the numbers of thepeople rapidly, and thus render the de-mand for manufactured goods, or, in otherwords, for trade, less than it would other-wise be. Look at the method employed tofeed this traffic. A war of exterminationis decided on by a giant army on an un-oiFending town. We all know by historiesof recent wars with civilised troops whatare the horrors of a protracted siege, or ofthe excitement incidental to a mortal con-flict. How can we wonder then at the fear-ful tragedies constantly enacted by theDahoman armies, when the price is honouror disgrace; a head or a prisoner, or to

bepubhcly spat upon by some self-laudingamazon in the ensuing council ?



??? These wars are directly and instru-mentally the acts of the slave-merchants ofWhydah and its neighbouring parts; buthave they no higher parties on whom tolay the blame of their actions ? are these,the agents of larger houses, the instru-ments in the hands of parties who haveother means of disposing of their goods, tobear the whole blame ? Truth is strangebut a trutli it is, that the slave trade iscarried on in Dahomey and the neigh-bouring kingdoms with British merchandize,and, at Porto Novo, the residence of themonarch of slave dealers, by British shippingdirect. I do not mean to say that if Britishaoods were not obtainable, the traffic wouldcease to exist; but the taste for Britishgoods runs high, and if these could notbe purchased with slaves, palm-oil wouldbe manufactured to obtain them. Thus the discontinuance of trading with Di--; ^^the slave ports would afford most important legal trade,aid in the reduction of the horrors of

theslave trade. Except with the natives forpalm-oil oi^ other native produce, the system w



??? of trading with the interior kingdoms isin pawns, or domestic slaves, saleable onthe sea-coast to the highest bidder. Butwith these pawns a dawning of civilisationhas illustrated that the African is not evenby nature the brute be is generally believedto be. Should the pawn become a parent,neither the parent nor the child can beforcibly expatriated. The block- It is by no means impossible to stopthe slave trade, but the means to be em-ployed must be unceasingly applied.Blockade is one of the means, a portionof one system; and, by its increase and theadoption of steam, a mighty one. Underthe term blockade, I include the whole co-ercive actions of the British fleet againstthe Brazilian slave trade, whether on thecoast of Africa or Brazils. But the block-ade, as it was two years ago, with onethird more extent of coast, and more thana third less in number of vessels, onlya small portion of which (in comparisonthe opposite) were steamers, was a

veryinefficient organ of an unconnected system,



??? that left it obvious to those most interested,that it would be almost impossible to checkeven a contraband traffic open to so exten-sive a demand. The blockade is a great, though only aportion of the system that might and wouldoverthrow the slave-trade. As now worked,with increased efficacy, the blockade ren-ders the price of slaves high and the marketprecarious. But the slaves, already so dearin the Brazils, might be rendered consider-ably more expensive by the withdrawal oftrade from the slave dealers, and the pre.vention of the sale of slave-grown producein this country, and by enacting treatiesof commerce with the chiefs themselves ;thus bringing into the market desirablearticles of trade, requiring the extension oflabour to produce, and consequently point-ing out to the naturally cunning Africanmonarch, that in order to be rich he mustincrease the number of his subjects, andnot sell the source of his wealth, the labourof his

people. One third at least of the extent of the Social and



??? slave coast has been already conquered bycivilisation and legal traffic, and it requiresperseverance alone to reduce the remainderAll the high roads to Central Africa, theDelta of the Niger, of which I count theBenin, the Camaroons, the Calabars, amp;chave submitted to the laws of civilisation,\'and the inhabitants scout with disgust theidea of selling their fellow-men. Nor isthis all; the heathen superstitions of theland are fast receding before the steps ofChristianity. Between this Delta and theother portions of reclaimed Africa, Liberiaand Gallinas, is the extent of coast ofwhich Dahomey is the central and all-powerful kingdom, open to social and moralor coercive conquest, or both. The formerwould effect its object by intercourse andtrade together, aided by the morals andexample of the settlers and traders; thelatter would exact treaties requiring theexpulsion of an evil at once disgraceful inthe sight of God and man. The to meansof conquest, if

combined, would first de-stroy the evil, and then set up such a de- moral orcoerciveconquest.



??? niand for the produce of the land as would,as It has in the rivers above quoted, renderIt impossible that the slave trade shouldever again oifer its present powerful tempt-ations. The lovers of peace may quarrelwith the term coercion, but in its Africansense there is no display of military dis-cipline. Those portions of Africa whoseinhabitants have seceded from the slavetraffic have done it partly from coercivemeasures, and partly from moral effect; butthe former measures have been simply usedto the foreign slave-dealer, and the latterto the native, whose benefit has been ma-terially studied, although perhaps not satis-factorily so to his grasping nature as atonce to be developed. The material argument against such co-ercion as was lately enacted on Gallinas is,that life is unsafe. I do not look uponâ– Africa as the deadly continent it is thefashion to describe it. Men enter Africadetermined to have fevers; and, like

thephantom\'s story in the Persian fable ofCholera, fear kills them. Less cant on the



??? subject of African diseases would materiallyassist to stop the slave trade, and renderAfrican enterprise more genial.The moral That the Stoppage of trade (all trade)would in a very short time put an end tothe slave trade, the following journals willillustrate. Even the proud king of Daho-mey succumbed to a threat, and, while hissycophants cried night and day, quot; Oh, kingof kings ! quot; gave up three prisoners, in fearof the consequences, when I threatened tostop his trade. The crusade against theslave trade is a holy one, and should not beabated one iota. Differences of opinion as tothe best methods to be pursued, there mustbe, but undoubtedly the one most true willbe that which calls for additional sacrificeon our part, and increases the difficultiesto the Brazilians, by raising the price oftheir favourite commodities. Coercion alonecannot stop the slave trade ; indeed, I muchdoubt that, if unassisted, coercion

be nota mere blind, a phantom, a shadow, want-ing the substance to make it tangible, in-creasing horrors without alleviating in course.



??? any way the condition of the African ; andsuch, up to a very late period, has beentbe extent of operations actually broughtagainst the slave trade, not, as now, whenthe system is strengthened by treaty, trade,and the advancement of civilisation. Thesethree constitute the moral course wherebyto check this great evil, which, with itsphysical auxiliary (assisted by treaties asWell with the Africans as with the Chris-tian powers), will in time crown with suc-cess the most philanthropic undertakingever entered into in this world. The Africans are by nature great traders, Africanand require this habit to be encouraged.If not supplied by legal trade, the mer-cantile traffic in slaves occupies their at-tention. Of this trade there are severalclasses, the highest of which is that ofDahomey, which, in a warlike view, has anapproach of honor in it. In the ancientfeudal times the prisoners were detainednntil ransomed, the

conqueror deeming hehad a right to enrich himself by his pri-soners ; but in Dahomey there are no na- VOL. I.



??? lives to ransom, and the Dahoman warbecomes a war of extermination, and withthe conquest falls the very name of thekingdom, never more to be revived. Themore degenerate are those that have beeneasiest uprooted, and probably less lucrativeto the gamblers â€”the sale of relations.Strength ever predominated, and the fathereither sold his son in his boyhood, or ranthe risk of age changing the positions,v/hen the son, now the strongest, boundthe father and sold him to foreign slavery.Such scenes are even now at times enactedin South-western Africa, but the laws ofDahomey forbid such an unnatural sale ofhuman beings. Of all the nations of Africa, the greatesttraders are those lying east and west ofDahomey; the Akoos on the one side, andthe Kroos on the other. The Akoos are theJews of Africa, and have several very richrepresentatives in Sierra Leone. The Kroosare the Gallegos, and

prosper in partswhere the natives starve, by undertakingany kind of labour, and performing it well.



??? There is no reason why labour should nothe introduced into the central position, orthat the neighbours of the Akoos should notlearn the value of accumulating wealth. With the Delta of the Niger on the Difference of trd.d east, and Ashantee on the west, Dahomey with freemaybe said to lie between the two grand Se?quot;\'\'pillars of the dethroned slave traffic. Whilein Dahomey silks are seldom imported, andnothing but the refuse of the market,greatly increased in price by the additionalduties and freights of a voyage and landing\'f^id Brazils, is found in trade, it is fardifferent with her neighbours. The mostchoice articles are selected, silks of Indiaand China, corals of immense value, cham-pagne and all the higher wines, silver andgold ornaments ; in short, all the higherorder of trade in its perfection is to befound on board some of the largest tradingships in the world, in the Bonny and itsneighbouring

rivers, in order to be ex-changed for palm-oil. The Liberian people are doubtless held Liberia and up as an example to the general state L 2



??? mrnsmmmmmmmmmmmmmK^ 148nbsp;reflections on of the African, but I prefer not instancingthat state further than to prove I havenot overlooked it. For in Liberia there isas much, if not more, domestic slavery â€”that is the buying and selling of God\'simage â€” as in the parent states of America,over v^^hich flaunts the flag of Liberty (?)It is difficult to see the necessity or thejustice of the negro who escapes fromslavery on one side, crossing the Atlan-tic to enslave his sable prototype on theother, yet such is the case: and so longas it lasts, notwithstanding the attractivereports that emanate from this new re-public, it cannot be held as an example offuture good, but, if possible, should beremodelled, even if at the expense of inter-nal revolution, or even total annihilation. Idoubt if many benevolent Christians inthis country are aware, that the modelrepublic is, in reality, a new name andform for slavery in enslaved

Africa, and,until the system be altered, totally unde-serving of the high support and liberalcharity it receives from the benevolence ofEnglishmen.



??? The system of domestic slavery is by The systemno means confined to the Liberian portionof civilised Africa. Pawns (as the fashionterms the slaves on the Gold Coast) arereceived and held by Englishmen indirectly,and are to all intents and purposes theirslaves. The plan adopted is this : the mer-chant takes unto himself a femme dupays, and she manages his establishment,^^or does he inquire how she hires his ser-vants. Her mode is to accept pawns, i. e.purchase slaves, by receiving man, woman,and child in liquidation of debt; in otherWords, selling goods to native merchants,who, for convenience, leave slaves in pay-nient. These pawns are as directly slaves totheir master as any slaves in the UnitedStates, but cannot be sold out of the coun-try. I myself am aware of one femme dupays of a British merchant being theowner of forty pawns, who perform theliousehold and other services of the master,and are,

except in name, his slaves. Hismoney purchased them, and they obey hiscommands on pain of corporal punishment, L 3



??? â€?MM and draw him to and fro in his carriagewhen taking exercise. How far is thisremoved from actual slavery ? The general reader may be astonished tofind introduced in these pages a discoveryof a written African language, of thePhonetic order, arranged entirely by a fewnatives of Vahie, by no means perfect, andextremely extensive, having upwards of200 characters; it is no less a matter ofwonder emanating from enslaved Africa.Education is a favourite pride of theAfrican, and there are few in Sierra Leone,who have been brought there young, butcan read and write. Men of eminence arenow expounding the Gospel in their nativelanguages, as ordained clergymen of theEpiscopal Church, whose early sojourn andtroubled life was passed in the lottery offoreign slavery. The most distinguished ofthese, the Rev. Mr. Crowther, chief of theChurch Mission Society of Abeahkeutah,has translated the Gospel into

severalAfrican languages. The return of such men,in the advanced state of education neces- Educationin Africa.



??? sary for an ordained clergyman must tendmaterially to civilise their relatives andfellow-countrymen. Instances are constantly occuring, illus- Capacitiestrating the extraordinary capacity of the ^n mitir\'African mind. The island of St. Thomassends forth hundreds of black Roman Ca-tholic priests to many parts of Africa, andthese sable fathers assist materially towardsthe great object, the civilisation of Africa.Acting, however, under the protection ofthe Portuguese government; the known con-nection of that people with the slave tradeprevents the fathers from being oftenheard of out of the scene of their labours.The richest slave-merchant resident inWhydah, Don Jose Almedia, is an ex-slave,sold from the very port of Popoe, inwhich he now commands a monopoly.This remarkably clever shrewd man waseducated in the Brazils, during the periodof his slavery in that country. If from each great slave state a selec-tion of youths

were made, educated inprofessional rule as clergymen, doctors, agri- L 4



??? culturists, and artizans, these, returningto their countries, would soon assist civili-sation and generate a contempt for sacrificeand slavery. The extraordinary contemptan educated black has for his unpolishedneighbour is inconceivable, and it is the prideof all to attend Church-meetings to provetheir education (not to mention a weakerpride of exhibiting their finery). Thesefoibles, worked upon, studied, and humoured,might be rendered eminently serviceable.What the African particularly requires isexample ; for, be it good or bad, he willfollow it if set by quot; The white man ;quot; bywhich he means men of any colour, buteducated. To such an extent is this ideacarried, that the candidates for the policelists of Sierra Leone were very extensive ;and on inquiry it appeared, that to be apoliceman was at once to be a white man,i. e. to be removed from the epithet ofquot; Nigger,quot; associated with that state of semi-

barbarism in which the black looks uponhis neighbour. Such is their taste forfinery and improvement, that I do not



??? suppose a finer-looking, or better-dressedbody of militia exists tban tliat of SierraLeone. On a Sunday, in Sierra Leone, tbechurches innumerable are filled with welldressed, and even handsomely dressed, con-gregations, listening to discourses of sableministers, I merely instance this to showwhat may be done by introducing educationgenerally, and not to recommend the pre-sent system of negro preaching, which mostassuredly/ requires supervision. So far doeseducation interfere with the slave trade,that if a man spoke only a few words ofEnglish, he would be gladly turned out of abarracoon, being deemed by his unlawfulmaster an educated and dangerous man. There is one last and strong reason why Necessitya conquest of slavery should be elFected by tim bXremoral, rather than physical force, andtending to prove, that civilisation mustprecede any decided check unassisted byeducation. The slave-hunting monarchsclaim an

equal position with Great Britainas the greatest of white nations. Howoften have I been told in Dahomey, quot; You



??? make war on tbe Portuguese and beatthem, we on the Attapahms and others withequal success. quot; These,quot; said the mayo,pointing to two tumblers on the table, quot;arealike in size, in make, in shape ; this is Da-homey, that England See, I turn round,and looking again I cannot distinguish;they are coequal, the greatest white andthe greatest black nations. Your queen canconquer all white nations, G?Šzo can takeall blacks.quot; Such is their idea, gatheredfrom the reports of the slave-dealers, whocause them to believe that we are a nation ofpirates,â€”water-gods, in short. But, thoughfeared for our power, we leave no moral im-pression upon the natives, by plundering, asthey imagine, our Portuguese and Brazilianneighbours. All that we arrive at is, thatthe highest nation of Africa owns a re-spect, which may be also termed a fear, forthe nations that can do to the whites whatthey can do to the blacks. What is

wantedis education, 1st, to give the African anidea of the great moral force intended, atan enormous expense, to free him from the



??? chains of foreign slavery, and to cause himto believe (what in his uneducated state hehas no conception of) that Great Britaindispenses an enormous sum to effect thatobject. 2nd. To enable him to under-stand the sacrifice he is making in sellinglabour from a country capable of providingfor four times its population. 3rd. To puta stop to the fearful sacrifices of humanlife, and the devastating wars consequenton the slave trade. Having prepared the African mind, theslave trade could not exist, even on demandfrom the Brazils, as, if the kings of Africaforbid the embarkation of slaves in theirterritories, the slaver could not trade, theslightest delay on the coast would be fatal,and the slave trade at an end. The measuresrecommended here may appear to requiremuch time to develope, but such would notprove the case if once set in force. Thatthe slave trade will be put a stop to with-out educational assistance, may be

possible.Experience, however, seems to combine inproving the improbability of such a result.



??? THE ANIMAL KINGDOM. The animal kingd oni of Dahomey is veryextensive, not only in variety, but in thedimensions of the animals themselves. Theelephant,- lion, leopard, range the forests incompany with lesser brutes, while the hippo-potamus and alhgator render the approachto rivers and lagoons at least dangerous tothe unarmed wayfarer. I cannot, like my contemporary in SouthAfrica, enter on a sportsman-like descrip-tion of the quot; wild sports of Dahomey,quot; yetit will perhaps appear novel, as I believe ithas not before been published, that in thisextraordinary kingdom the softer sex, be-sides being warriors, are also the enemiesof the fiercest and wildest animals of thevast forests.



??? In most semi-barbarous states, tliefiercest animal of the forest is by no meansso dangerous as the idle and wilful man,who, fearing no law, ranges the jungle atWar with his fellow man. Against suchdesperadoes the king of Dahomey guardshis subjects, by decapitating on the spotthe murderer or thief, and ornamenting thenearest tree with the ghastly skull â€” aWarning to his fellow ruffians. As inIndia, a white flag marks the spot wherea human being has been destroyed or at-tacked by a tiger. These remembrancerscause a momentary shudder, but givepromise of protection to the traveller. The elephant of Dahomey is of immense The Eie-size, and is held, like all the large animals,in religious awe. On certain occasions, orthe grand festival, the flesh of the elephantis eaten by the king, and distributed by hisniajesty to the highest of his subjects. Two regiments of amazons are styledI\'angers of the forest, and one

part of theirduty is to supply the elephant-flesh forthese feasts, and the bones and skulls for



??? 158nbsp;the animal kingdom. the fetish houses, while the tusks and teethare sold to the merchants at Whydah. The elephants are never far distant fromwater, which in the dry seasons is only tobe found in the extensive marsh beforedescribed ; and here the amazons generallysucceed is shooting them. So scarce iswater in the dry season in Africa, that, inparts of the Mosambique, the tusks of theelephants are obtained at the price ofhuman life. When the large swamps be-come partially dry, with the remains ofmoisture towards the centre, to endeavourto alleviate the painful torture of thirst,the elephant strays so deeply into themorass that his strength fails, and, unableto return, he dies. Well aware of this, atcertain seasons the Portuguese merchantsoblige their slaves to dig for ivory in theswamps, and thus not unfrequently thediggers are destroyed by the gas of themarsh, and fall victims to the avarice oftheir masters. Under the

charge of a eunuch, but im-mediately under command of an amazon



??? officer, a party sallies forth, arraed withmuskets and bush knives. Arrived at themarsh, they succeed in herding a numberof elephants, and, having selected theyoungest, they surround and shoot them,seldom missing their aim, nor shewing theslightest dread of their formidable oppo-nents. The selection having been made forthe festival, the meat is cut up and sentto Abomey, while the amazon chasseursemploy themselves in killing for theirroyal master\'s emolument. They have noidea of entrapping the elephant, nor willthey be taught. The late Mr. Duncan having a commis-sion from the Royal Zoological Society,endeavoured to interest the king of Da-homey to obtain him a live elephant. Sucha thing was impossible. He could under-stand the elephant falling into a pit, butto get him out and lead him he could orWould not believe possible. The lion is oftener heard than seen in The Lion,Dahomey. Now and then, in the

neighbour- ifd Pat??-liood of large fetish houses, and in the entr?Šes koo.



??? of the palaces, the skulls and jaw-bones ofthese royal beasts are found. In conse-quence of the number of wild beasts, aU cattleare housed at night; and, unless on veryespecial business, no man travels after dark.Uninterrupted they prowl about even withinthe streets and yards of the towns andvillages, sometimes, although very seldom,enticed by the odour of a dead carcass intoa trap. The carcass is divided among thefriends of the lucky owner ; the skin sold atWhydah; the teeth become the most valu-able of ornaments to both sexes; while theskull and bones are a well-received offeringto the fetish, and gain for the donor noslight privileges. Of higher value are theportions of the leopard, the fetish of Da-homey. The law does not forbid the killingof these sacred animals, but ceremonies haveto be gone through with the fetish people,that render it an inconvenience to the ma-tador, which he will not incur a secondtime if possible; nor

is the leopard often\' killed, except when he falls into the trapintended for the more noble wanderer, the



??? bon. Should man fall a victim to the leo-Pard, in the belief of the Dahoman he isgone to the land of good spirits ; and, farfrom endeavouring to revenge his death,bis relations will if possible feed his d?Š-tourer. The only other carnivorous ani-mal of any size is the African wolf, thepatakoo. These animals are very bold,entering the very squares of Whydah, andoften attacking children, I have seen themnnder my hammock, eating the bones leftfrom supper, while sleeping in the veran-dah of a house at Torree. They have afearful howl, and are generally in flocks,snarling and fighting after their prey.No wall is high enough to deter them,although to a certain degree they arecowardly. The native boy, if within hear-ing of the patakoo, will, to insure safetybold an article of clothing or piece ofWood over his head to make him appearlarger. These animals are often trapped,and their teeth used as ornaments, butseldom shot

except by the amazon bush-rangers, Wild cats are numerous and de- vol, i.nbsp;m



??? structive to poultry, amp;c. Monkeys of allsizes dispute the more lofty and thicklywooded portions of the forest with birds ofthe most beautiful plumage; while snakesof every size and various formation disputethe lower with every description of rep-tile. A tropical forest is all life, animation,and strife; and no sooner is life departedfrom one of the larger inhabitants, thanthe lion, the leopard, and the wolf maybe seen feasting side by side, while theturkey buzzard and the monkey now andagain steal smaller portions from the feastof their dread enemies. The White The most striking and extraordinary Locusts. things met with in an African forest arethe ant-hills, standing sometimes eight andten feet high, in which are miles of pas-sages and millions of cells, stores of foodand heaps of eggs; nothing can be moreingenious, nothing more curious. One fa-mily of ants, the bug-a-bug, is of the mostdestructive order: there is nothing theywill not

enter and destroy that is left ona ground floor; but as they never reach



??? above, casks and furniture are placed onraised platforms. Of all tlie animal crea-tions in Africa the most destructive are theants. Swarms of the white ants migratein more terrible form than the locusts,which are also a curse of Dahomey; forwhile the locust is graminivorous, andI\'emains without the doors of dwellings,the ant defies all hinderance, and, enterino- gt;nbsp;/nbsp;O even the key-holes, is omnivorous. As inmost tropical countries, the very air isalive. Butterflies of the most beautifulhues form the most pleasing of the insectkingdom; while, in the wet season, theEuropean is almost maddened by the effectof the poisonous bite of the mosquito,scarcely more annoying than the unhar-monious buzz of these amphibious gnats.That the bite of a mosquito is poisonousto certain constitutions not a doubt canexist. I myself have known two instancesm each of which a limb has been losthy irritating the bite of these

obnoxiousmites. M 2



??? Snakes. fhe boa constrictor does not grow to alarge size in Dahomey, nor are they of adangerous description. Among the manyspecies of reptiles the cobra capella is themost dangerous. Yet although we considerthe bite of the cobra deadly, the native hasan infallible cure for it, but those who areinitiated are jealous of their knowledge.One of my hammock-men had been bittenthree times, and his father was a doctor.Walking one day through some long grass,I pointed to his bare legs, and hinted athis danger. quot; None,quot; said he; quot; my fatherpicks some grass, and if, on the same dayas the bite, his decoction is applied, thewound heals at once.quot; Strange as thismay appear, it did not seem so to me,having witnessed the fights in India be-tween the cobra and the mongoose. Thecobra has always the advantage at first;and the mongoose, apparently vanquishedby the deadly poison, is no sooner

bittenthan he retreats as far from his enemy aspossible, but on devouring some smallherb which grows wild, and is easily



??? found, he revives, renews the attack, andconquers. The bite of the whip-snake is here deadlyas elsewhere. Centipedes, millepedes, scor-pions, tarantulas, amp;c., fill up the host ofreptiles, and from the constant communionone is surprised that he escapes. The parrot is by far the most extensive Birds,of the feathered tribe, from the grey parrotto the beautiful green love-bird. In plum-age the variety is most extraordinary, and,as they flit in the noon-day, the gaudy beau-tiful colours add to the grandeur of thescene. By the margins of the lakes andswamps are seen the stately storks, thecranes, the curlew, the pelican, and theprince of African birds, the crown bird.On the broad calm waters are wild ducks,teal, and widgeons; soaring aloft in theneighbourhood of towns, the turkey buz-zard and members of the eagle tribe, toboth of which a superstition is attached bythe nativesâ€”a certain dread of consequencesif destroyed

â€”enforced by the governmentorder to retain these useful scavengers. M 3



??? The waters are by no means less inha-bited than the land ; and while the inacces-sibility of the sea renders the productionsthereof of difficulty to the Dahoman, theinland waters are prolific in the extreme.The hippopotami and the alligator are to beseen basking on the banks of the large la-goons, instinct leading them to the deeperparts, in which they ever hide from thesight of their common enemy man. But inCentral Africa the wanton destruction ofthe works of God is happily no part of thenature of the native: that enigma, thefetish, appears a patron to all Avilder ani-mals and forbids their destruction, whilethe African is a friend to all the weakerkinds, and fond of domesticating all kindsof birds and animals. Thus it is perhapsthat but little fear is entertained for thewilder beasts, and perhaps from not appear-ing in opposition, accidents are of rare oc-currence. I remember seeing a huge brutelying on one side the

lagoon at Popoe, andinquired of the Kroo of my canoe if therewas any danger to a party of black urchins Fish.



??? who were bathing on the opposite side,Kone he told me: once, indeed, but a longtime ago, a boy\'s leg was bit off! The hippo-potamus will never attack a man, and re-mains a harmless inhabitant of the lagoon solong as he keeps away from the cultivatedportion, which, for his own safety, taughthy instinct, he rarely visits. The lagoonsswarm with fish, shrimps, oysters, and addconsiderably to the delicacies of the Why-dah market. The Dahomans are goodfishermen, and not bad shots, yet theycould teach the more enlightened Christiansa lesson in sporting. Few, if any, of thedenizens of the field, the forest, or the water,are safe from their guns and their fishing-tackle ; but, when they take the lives of thehrute creation, it is not for the miserablesatisfaction of destroying numbers or merelyproving their prowess, but solely to satisfythe imperious demands of nature or custom. M 4



??? RELIGION, ETC. The civilised state of a nation may bejudged of by its religion â€” from the sim-plicity of its doctrines and the absence ofall enslavery of its communicants. Thereformed Catholic religion is the faith ofthe most enlightened nations (portions ofevery quarter) of the globe. Comparethese with the followers of Confucius, thebelievers of the incarnations of Buddh,or the more numerous worshippers of theprophet Mohammed; it is the comparisonof light and darkness. Yet in all religionsthere are some familiar forms which renderthem not so absolutely distinct to the semi-civilised, as to be observed without a longcourse of teaching. Buddhism Confucius foretold that a Prophet would



??? arise in tlie West, and tlie Chinese hearing and mo-that a holy religion had been established daS^.quot;in the neighbouring continent of India,sent ambassadors, who brought back theI^uddhist rubric, and many priests of thequot; San Foo,quot; or trinity of the incarnationsof Buddh. The Jesuits, on entering China,to propagate their faith, met this religion.The trinity in unity, the presence of theVirgin, the form of worship, with bell andcandle, by shorn and sandalled priests (inpriestly robes), who practised celibacy andkept fasts and vigils, called forth the re-niarks recorded by Father Eipa, that theI^uddhist religion must have been inventedby the devil to puzzle the Jesuits. Suchan observation, emanating from an eminentJesuit father, needs no comment, butproves the similarity, in outward show,between the Romish and Buddhist religionsin those days ; and although the Buddhistreligion is not even understood by thepriests themselves, who

mutter prayers inthe Sanscrit, yet it rendered it difficult forthe Propagandists to prove to the Chinese



??? that m their search for the prophet in theWest they had stumbled on the falseChrist, and that the prophecy of theircherished and revered founder of the moraland civil code of divine law was by a mis-take perverted. The Mohammedan religion,spreading over the vast continent of Africa,is gaining millions of converts, and, agree-ing with the wild and fearful fetish beliefof the remainder of the inhabitants of thewhole of Central Africa, in the pluralityof wives and the right of retaining slaves,is welcomed far before the home truthsand self-denial to be enforced by the mis-sionaries of the Catholic faith. What theEoman Catholics may do in Africa in esta-blishing an hierarchy there is yet to beproved; but in the land of the Buddhistsand followers of Confucius, they left thema portion of their primitive belief, andadmitted, in the prayers allowed for thedead, the direct worship of ancestors. TheAfricans practise in a ruder

form a worshipfor the dead, attended with human sacri-fices. They believe their relatives to be in



??? the same rank of life in the land of spiritsthey held in this, and as such to requirewives, servants, and slaves; and to insuretheir comfort, numbers are immolated onthe tombs, and often willingly sacrificethemselves to join their lords in the otherWorld. In common with most barbarousnations, such is the belief of the world tocome in Dahomey, and it is one reason forthe continual fearful sacrifices. As has been stated in the accompanying The FetishJournals, the fetish or imaginary god of cdwÂŽ^\'I^ahomey is the leopard; and the skin andhead of this fetish are the king\'s by right,should one be killed, but woe betide thekiller, better had he murdered a fellow-heing, as in punishment he is sacrificed tothe offended deity. This animal (under thename of paugh leopard), the quot; voo doong,quot;fetish, represents upon earth the su-preme or invisible god quot; Seh,quot; and, in com-mon with thunder and lightning, quot; Soh,quot;^nd sundry wooden

images, is worshippedhy the ignorant Dahomans. The sacrifices are various; if of a bullock



??? it is thus performed. The priests andpriestesses (the highest of the land, for theDahoman proverb has it that the poor arenever priests) assemble within a ring, in apublic square; a band of discordant musicattends; and after arranging the emblemsof their religion, and the articles carriedin religious processions, such as banners,spears, tripods, and vessels holding bones,skulls, congealed blood, and other barba-rous trophies, they dance, sing, and drinkuntil sufficiently excited. The animalsare next produced, and decapitated by themale priests, with large chopper-knives.The altars are washed with the bloodcaught in basins; the rest is taken roundby the priests and priestesses, who, asMoses commanded the elders of Israel(B.C. 1491), quot; strike the lintel and two sideposts quot; of all the houses of the devotees,quot; with the blood that is in the basin.quot; 1 Theturkey buzzards swarm in the neighbour-hood, and with the

familiarity of their na- DTi 1nbsp; Exodus, i. 12.



??? ture gorge on the mangled carcass as it iscut in pieces. The meat is next cooked,and distributed among the priests; por-tions being set aside to feed the spirits ofthe departed and the fetishes. After thesacrifice the priesthood again commence,dancing, singing, and drinking; men.Women, and children, grovelling in thelt;iirt, every now and then receiving thetouch and blessing of these enthusiasts.Among the priesthood are members of theroyal wives and children. The mysteriesare secret, and the revelation of them ispunished with death. Although differentfetishes are as common as the changes of lan-guage in Central Africa, there is a perfectunderstanding between all fetish people.The priests of the worship of the leopard,the snake, and the shark, are all initiated intothe same obscure forms. Private sacrificesof fowls, ducks, and even goats, are verycommon, and performed in a similar man-ner : the heads are taken off by the

priests,and the altars washed with the blood;the lintels and sides of the door-posts are



??? sprinkled ; tlie body of the animal or birdis eaten or exposed for the sacred turkeybuzzards to devour. The temples are ex-tremely numerous, each having one altarof clay. There is no worship within thesetemples, but small offerings are daily givenby devotees, and removed by the priests. Diseases. Sickness is prevalent among the blacks,smallpox and fever being unattended bybut bad practitioners in medicine. And herelet me remark, that, after teachers of theGospel and promoters of education, thereis no study that would so well ensure agood reception in Africa as that of me-dicine. The doctor is always welcome,and, as in most barbarous countries allwhite men are supposed to be doctors, Iworked some miraculous cures with James\'spowder, diarrhoea powder, and quinine, butam convinced bread pills would have an-swered as well: the patients believed andwere cured. If an African sickens he makes a sacri-ficeâ€” first a small one

of some palm-oilfood. Dozens of plates of this mixture are



??? to be seen outside tlie towns, and the turkeybuzzards, horribly gorged, scarcely able to flyfrom them. If the gods are not propitiated,owls, ducks, goats, and bullocks are sacri-ficed ; and if the invahd be a man of rank,fie prays the king to permit him to sacrificeone or more slaves, paying a fee for each.Should he recover, he, in his grateful joy,liberates one or more slaves, bullocks,goats, fowls, amp;c., giving them for ever tothe fetish, and henceforward they are fedhy the fetishmen. But should he die, he in-^\'ites with his last breath his principal wivesto join him in the next world; and, accord-ing to his rank, his majesty permits a por-tion of his slaves to be sacrificed on the tomb. The observance of circumcision is asm the covenant between God and Abra-ham quot; that every man child among youshall be circumcised.quot; quot; He that is born ni thy house, and he that is bought withthy money, must needs be circumcised â€? quot;*

Genesis, xvii. 10.



??? quot; and the uncircumcised man child, whoseflesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, thatsoul shall be cut off from his people.quot; Nomaiden in Dahomey will take to her bed ahusband who has not been circumcised. The king tolerates all religions; but in anegative manner the Mohammedan form ofworship is the only strange one practisedin Dahomey. But in Whydah the RomanCatholic religion is exercised by some blackpriests from St. Thomas; and the ReformedChurch might be represented in any or allher sects. As yet there are no missionariesexcept the Romish. Mr. Freeman, of theWesleyan church, visited Abomey someyears since, and had more than one inter-view with the king, but has not sincereturned, nor have any other Protestant mis-sionaries visited Dahomey. The presentincreased state of the legal trade in Da-homey has rendered that country open forthe reception of religion and education,which

combined would necessarily tend tothe decrease of the slave trade. The Moham-medan religion has also a church at Why-



??? dah. Although there are many mallamsin Dahomey, and they are to be seen inall the processions about royalty, yet,owing to the jealousy of innovation and theignorance of the mallams, who are mostlyDahomans, and but ill-instructed priests,the Mohammedan religion has made butlittle inroad among this extraordinarypeople, who are, in rehgious matters, in astate of the most barbarous idolatry. VOL. I.nbsp;H



???
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???



??? APPENDIX. A. From the great King Trudo Audati\'s Palace ofAhorney, in the kingdom of Dahomey. istov. 27. 1724. Sir, â€”About five days ago, the king of thiscountry gave me yours of the 1st instant, and im-mediately required me to answer it in his presence,which I did, though in a very indifferent manner :so that if I do not recall it, I hope you will excusethat as well as this. As to the late conference I had with his ma-jesty on receiving your letter, I think he doesJiot want to make a price to let me go ; for w^henI pressed him much to tell me on what terms heWould send me away, his answer was, he did notWant to sell me, I was not a black man; but,^Pon my again pressing him, he made a sort ofjesting demand to the sum of I think 700 slaves,fbout 10,000Z. or a head. Which strangeironical way of talking, as I told him, made my 3



??? blood run cold in my veins; and upon recoveringmyself, I asked him if he thouglit the king of mycountry, and that you and the company, wouldthink both he and I had lost our senses, should Ihave writ any thing like what he said. Uponwhich he laughed and told me not to put anything of that in the letter; for that he wouldorder his head captain of trade to treat with youupon that subject, and that if yoLi had not some-thing very fine for him at Whydah, you mustwrite to the company. Upon which I told himI found I must die in his country, and that Iwould only send for a few clothes and necessaries,which I desired he would let his people bring forme; and he agreed to it: so that I don\'t find thereis any other way of redeeming me than hy thecompany\'s sending him a present of a crown andsceptre, which must be paid for out of whatremains due to the late king of Ardah. I knownothing else but what he will think mean,

beingstocked with great quantities of plate, wroughtgold, and other rich things; and also all sorts ofrich gowns, clothes, hats, caps, amp;c. He haslikewise all sorts of common goods beyond mea-sure, and gives away booges like dirt, and brandylike water; for he is prodigious vain and proud,hut he is withal, I believe, the richest king andgreatest warrior in this part of the world; and



??? you may depend upon it, in time will subduemost of the countries round him. He has alreadyset his two chief palaces round with men\'s skulls,as thick as they can lie on the walls, one byanother, and are such as he has killed in war;each of which palaces are in circumference largerthan St. James\'s Park, about a mile and a halfround. He talks much of settling a correspondencewith the company, and of having white mencome here, which you must encourage him in,and tell him the way to do it, which will be tosend me away; for he says he wants ships tocome to some place only for slaves, and bringsuch things as are only fit for such a king as he.To all v^hich I gave him the hearing, and which,if you humour, may be a great means to helpme out of this wretched state. I hope my royalmaster will take my case into consideration, andthink of the long and many sufferings I have hadin their service, and what a miserable condition

Iam still in, as it were, banished all the pleasuresof this life, not only from my wife and otherfriends, but all conversation in general; so that Iam like one burled alive from the world, and thinknothing can come near my unhappy fate, to losemy time, and spend my youth as it were fornothing In such a cursed place as this, and notN 4



??? see a likelihood of getting out of it, but thatI must end my days here. To prevent all which,I hope that they and you in their behalf will useyour utnaost endeavours by such means as arerequisite for my deliverance, which I shall veryimpatiently pray to God to bi\'ing to pass. Governor Baldwin promised me in his last,upon his arrival in London, he would lay mycase before our royal masters. Therefore, whenyou write, I beg you will remind him and themthereof, and note the contents of what I nowwrite. If any letters come from England for me,I believe either them or any thing else will, comesafe to my hands by this king\'s people. He isvery willing I should have letters come to me, orany thing else. Nor will he be guilty of anymean action in keeping any thing from me, if itwere twenty slaves. Neither do I believe he woulddetain any white man that should come here, butme whom he deems a captive taken in his wars.He

sets a great value upon me, he never havinghad a white man here before, only an old mu-latto Portuguese, which he bought of the Popoepeople, at the rate of about 500/. as near as Icould compute. And though this white man ishis slave, yet he keeps him like a great caboceroe,and has given him two houses, and a heap ofwives and servants. It may be that, once in two



??? or three months, he mends (he being a tailor bytrade) some trifle or other for his majesty, butafter the devil of a manner. So that if any tailor,carpenter, smith, or any sort of white manthat is free, be wilHng to come here, he will findvery good encouragement, and- be much caressed,and get money if be can be contented with thislife for a time, his majesty paying every bodyextravagantly that works for him. And then itmight be one means of letting me go with apromise of returning to trade with him; but henow says, if I go, he does not know whether heshall see any more white men, thinking they addto his grandeur; so that if any fellow whatsoevercomes up and goes down again, it will possess himwith a notion, that more white men will comejand so let me go in order to encourage theircoming. Or, if my httle servant, Henry Tench,he at Whydah, and is willing to come to me, itmay in time be much for his interest, as now,heing a boy, the

king will be entirely fond of him;for though I do nothing for him, he has put meinto a house and given me half-a-dozen men andWomen servants; also a constant supply to main-tain myself and them. If I loved brandy, I mightsoon kill myself, having enough of that; also ofsugar, flower, and the like. And when he kills oxen,which is often, I am sure of a quarter, and some-



??? times a live hog, sheep, or goat; so that I shallnot starve (but this is nothing, I still want con-tent. And when he comes out in public, the Por-tuguese and I are called to sit all day in the sun,only our boys are permitted to hold our kidey-solls or umbrellas over our heads; but then hepays us pretty well for it, sometimes giving ustwo, sometimes three or four, grand cabess 1 apiece, and a huge flask of brandy to drink there,besides one or two more for each to carryhome; so that the Portuguese and I endeavourto live as well as we can; and think it enoughif we can keep up our hearts and ourselves inhealth. But being w-eary of this wretched life,sometime ago requested his majesty to put m.e intothe hands of his great captain of war or general,give me a horse, and let me go to war. Towhich he would by no means agree, saying hedid not want me to be killed, for that he shouldanon find other business for me; wherefore,

hewould have me be easy, and sit and see what hedoes: the meaning of which, I do not at presentunderstand. My going to war was, likewise,much opposed by the aforesaid general, who al- 1nbsp; Forty boges make one tokey; five tokeys onegallina; and twenty gallinas one grand cabess, equalin value to one pound sterling.



??? leged that, if I should be killed, it might bring apallaver upon his head, and make the king angrywith him, as thinking him to be the occasionof it. However, his majesty ordered me a horse,and told me, whenever he went out, I shouldgo with him, which he often does for his plea-sure, in a fine hammock with gilded awning andcurtains. He likewise very often adjourns tosome other of his palaces, which are some milesdistant hence; and I am told in number eleven.In this labyrinth, I am willing to make life ascomfortable as possible; but as it is very uneasyto ride a bare horse, I pray you will not fallto send me an. old furniture with spurs andwhip. The king has likewise desired me toWrite to you for the best horse furniture thatis to be got at Whydah, and he will pay whatyou shall demand for it; likewise, a little Englishdog, and a pair of shoe buckles, and if youthink well of it, you may charge them to mewith the following things, both for the king

andtnyself, being assured that even a trifling presentwill not only be acceptable from me, but verymuch increase my interest, whether I stay or go,which at the shortest must be very long. Itherefore beg you will not fail to send me what isto be got of them, which may not only make myunhappy state a little tlie better, but make his



??? majesty conclude there is no thought of ransom-ing me, and so send me home in some of hismajesty\'s whims. If my two chests, left at Jacquin, are yetcome to Whydah, I pray they may be sent to mewith everything in them, good and had : also thefollowing things, if to be got on any reasonableterms, viz., amp;c. amp;c. [of no use to the reader, andtoo tedious to be inserted]. I hope you will not scruple sending anythingI write for, as not having received any salary ordiet-money, since I have been in Guinea. J^orâ– would I have you admire at my sending for somany things, seeing his majesty has orderedanother house to be built for me at a town hemostly resorts to when he is preparing for war,which fills me Avith melancholy thoughts, andlooks no way like my going out of this captivityspeedily. If you think well of my agreeing for anyslaves with the king, you must talk with hisservants thereon, and send me a mark 1, forwhile

I am here I am willing to do the Companysome service, if possible, their interest beingalways what I shall study to promote to the ut-most of my power; but then I must have a 1nbsp; Thirty-two pounds.



??? specie of all sorts of goods, marked and numberedwith the rates, to prevent mistakes. Most of theink you sent me being unfortunately spilt, I begyou will send me a paper of ink-powder. Hismajesty has likewise got from me the greatestpart of the paper, having a notion in his head ofa kite, which, though I told him was only fit forboys to play with, yet he says I must make onefor him and I to play with; so I beg you willsend me two quires of ordinary paper and sometwine for that use, and a score of match, hismajesty requiring me sometimes to fire his greatguns, and I am much in fear of having myeyes put out with the splinters. He has twenty-five cannons, some of which are upwards of athousand weight, so that a man would think thedevil helped to bring them here, this place beingabout 200 miles distant from Whydah, and atleast 160 from Ardah, His majesty takes greatdelight in firing them twice round every marketday, only now that

his people are making car-riages for them; and, though he seems to be aman of great natural parts and sense as any ofhis colour, yet he takes great delight in triflingtoys and whims ; so that if you have anything ofthat kind, 1 pray you will send them to me, orany prints or pictures, he much loving to look Ina book, and commonly carries a Latin mass-book



??? in his pocketj which he had from the mulatto;and when he has a mind to banter any body outof their requests, lie looks in bis book as studi-ously as if he understood it, and could employhis thought on no other subject; and much af-fects scrawling on paper, often sending me hisletters; but then he sends an interpreter with agood flask of brandy and a grand cabess or two. If there is any cast-olF woman, either white ormulatto, that can be persuaded to come to thiscountry, either to be his wife or else practise herold trade, I should gain his majesty\'s heart en-tirely by it, and he would believe anything I sayabout my going and returning again with morewhite men from the company. I pray you willcomply with as much of this letter as possible,which may be much for my interest. As to anyone\'s coming, they need not fear his using anycompulsion, having at least 2,000 wives, whichhe maintains beyond any black king, and

suffersthem to do nothing but for his own use. In his ownhouse or palace, which Is as big as a small town ;and when 160 or 200 of them go with small potsfor water, they one day wear rich silk waist-cloths,called * * * * ; another day they all wear scarletclothes, with three or four large strings of coralabout their necks, and their leaders sometimes incrimson, sometimes in green, and sometimes blue



??? velvet clothes, with silver gilt stalFs in theirhands, like golden canes. When I camd- here first, the Portuguese had amulatto * * who his majesty used with abund-ance of good manners, continually giving herpresents. He gave her two women and a girlto wait on her. But she dying of the smallpox,he wants mightily more to come, and says thatno white body shall ever want anything he canpurchase for gold. He hkewise gives great en-couragement to all black strangers, and is ex-tremely kind to some Malay people who are nowhere. This country is mighty healthful, lying so veryhigh, and is daily refreshed with fine cool breezes.It is hkewise extremely pleasant, having all GreatPopo in view, though at a vast distance; neitherare we pestered with mosketoes. I hope I shall have a better opportunity todescribe the power and grandeur of this con-quering king, which has often surprised me, notthinking ever to see any thing like it in this partof

the world. I shall therefore conclude my letterâ– ^ith a short account of that war, whereto I wasan unfortunate eye-witness, and from whence Isaved nothing in the world, but what I had onback, and narrowly escaped perishing in theflames, being the fate of many hundreds; which I



??? had shared, had not a man hauled me over thewall of old Blanco\'s house, in which I was sud-denly shut up as soon as the cry of war came.And were it not for that misfortune, I mighthad a chance to make my escape, which I sup-pose the king and old Blanco were afraid of;for which reason they sent to secure me. How-ever, that house being the first they set fire to inthe town, I got soon enough out to be a melan-choly spectator of the ensuing desolation and de-struction. Some time after I was hauled out,they carried me through the town to the king\'shouse, where this king\'s general was, and thoughhe was in a great hurry and flushed with victory,he took me very kindly by the hand, and gaveme a dram, which was some comfort to me,though I knew not who he was : at first, I tookhim to be the king of Ardah\'s brother, but thenI admired at his face being cut1, and the housebeing in flames ; but I soon understood w^ho hewas. When

we went out, there was scarce anystirring for bodies without heads, and had itrained blood, it could not have lain thicker on theground. Night being come, I walked amongcrowds of people, with the general, to the camp, 1nbsp; Some inland countries do cut and scarify theirfaces for ornament sake.



??? lettee from: abomey in 1724. who after giving me two or three drams, gave mein charge to one of the petty captains of war, whowas extremely kind to and careful of me. The nextday they brought one of my boys to me, whowas Captain Blanco\'s son, but he being mortallywounded in the head, so that his brains mightbe seen, was not able to let me know what theysaid. Two days after, the general called me tocome and sit with him and the petty captains ofwar, while they counted the captive slaves, whichthey did, by giving a booge to every one : thewhole amounted to upwards of two grand ca-bess, or above 8000 in number, among whomi saw two more of my boys; one of which waswounded in the thigh, and the other in the knee.Ihis accident gave me an opportunity of a littlejuore talk with the general, who endeavoured to^arten me up, calling for a flask of brandy.He drank to me, and bid me keep the rest: hehkewise offered me some

pieces of chintz sletlas,^c., which having no use for, refused, telling themquot; they found among their plunder any shirts orclothes, I should be thankful for them, being, asyou may suppose, very dirty. The people to whom my servants were cap-ites, would never permit them to come to me^vithout coming with them : however, the general^fl me not be uneasy at that in the least, forvol. lnbsp;o 193



??? nothing should hurt me till I saw the king hismaster, who would receive me extremely well andkindly, which, indeed, he afterwards did. Thegeneral gave me a kidey-soll and hammock tocarry me up in the country, which I gladly ac-cepted of. Having seen so many cruelties committed onthe bodies of old men and women, also on such aswere not able to travel by reason of their woundsand burns, amp;c., I could not choose but labourunder dismal apprehensions, particularly the firstmorning, when they led me out, as I imagined,to sacrifice me, with a drum beating a sort ofdead march before me, and many hundredsgathered about me, jumping and tearing, enoughÂ?nbsp;to rend the very skies with such a noise as would fright the devil himself. Many had drawn swordsand knives in their hands, which they flourishedabout me, as if ready for execution. While I wascalling upon God to have mercy upon me, thegeneral

sent orders to the petty captain of warto bring me to him, being retired about two milesout of the camp. His orders were quicklyobeyed, and I brought to him, which put an endto my fears. I should have given you an account of my in-troduction to the king, had not his majesty sentthis minute in a liurry to me for this letter, which



??? I cannot have time either to copj or correct, as Iintended, I therefore beg you wiU pardon tau-tology and all other faults. Being, with heartyservice to all the gentlemen.Sir, Your most obedient humble servant, Bulfinch Lamb. B. The Discovery of the Vahie Language andVocabulary. There is no greater difficulty not only to thetraveller and the merchant, but also to the ad-vance of civilisation and the destruction of thatinfamous traffic the slave trade, than the varietyof African langiiages ; and there can be nothingÂ?lore desirable than to form one phonetic writtenlanguage to command all or as many of the Afri-can dialects as possible. It will appear strange that the Africans them-selves are beginning to feel the want of a writtencharacter, and in the following instance it may o 2



??? surprise the reader to find that negro enterprisesupplied for their own peculiar dialect the VeiPhonetic. The following is a copy of the despatchreporting the discovery. H.M.S. Bonetta, Sierra Leone,Jan. 18. 1849. Sir, It has fallen to my lot to make a discoveryof such importance to the civilisation of Africa,that I am anxious my own profession shouldbear the honour that it may deserve. The discovery consists of a written language ofthe Phonetic order. On my arrival at Sierra Leone I did myselfthe honour to report the discovery to his Excel-lency the Acting Governor; and, at his request,furnished him with a copy of the characters,alphabetically arranged, which his Excellencypurposed sending to the Secretary of State forthe Colonies. In a service letter upon the sub-ject I made use of the following expression: â€”quot; To the Admiralty, the head of the professionto which I have the honour to belong, I deemit my duty to

forward a vocabulary I have ar-ranged.quot; By his Excellency I was strongly recommendedto send the vocabulary to England as early as



??? possible, and from him I received the follow-ing: â€” quot; I have inspected your alphabet and vocabularyof the Vahie language, and I have no hesitationm saying that you have made a most importantdiscovery; it being up to this time asserted onall hands that there exists no native Africanwritten language. I advise you not to lose amoment in making your discovery known to thelearned in Europe; otherwise, as you have men-tioned the subject to several persons on this coast,you will run the risk of sharing the fate of manyother contributors to the stock of hum.an know-ledge, by being deprived of the honour of yourdiscovery bj some unscrupulous plagiarist.quot; The curiosity of the discovery brought peopleof all classes in Sierra Leone to witness it; andamong others the missionaries â€” to these men themore astonishing, one of their Society being aman of sound philological learning. The follow-mg is the copy of

a letter I received from thesenior Missionary of the Church of England, theRev. Ed. Jones, M. A.: â€” quot; I am unwilling that you should leave ourshores without expressing to you how deeply Ifeel your kindness in favouring me with a sightof your African vocabulary. I trust your mostpraiseworthy exertions amid the arduous dutieso 3



??? of your profession will lead to ulterior measures,and that steps will be immediately taken to pur-sue what you have so spiritedly begun, and thussatisfy all that the interests of philology and thecause of African improvement may demand. Itdoes seem a strange thing (for truth is strange)that at a point of land within a few days\' sail ofus, and immediately bordering upon an Americancolony, it should be left to a naval officer, ac-tively engaged in the suppression of the slavetrade, to bring to light the existence of a writtenlanguage previously, so far as I have any meansof judging, altogether unknown. This is yourjust merit, and I cheerfully acknowledge it,quot; I have had the pleasure of receiving from Mr.Roberts, the President of Liberia, an assurancethat the language is a novelty to him, and he didme the honour to request I would furnish himwith a copy of the characters. Hoping this communication may meet

yourapprobation, as well as the good opinion of theirLordships, I have, amp;c.,(Signed) F. E. Forbes,Lieut, R.N. commanding H.M.S. Bonetta. To Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K.C.B.,Commander-in-Chief, West Coast of Africa,amp;c.nbsp;amp;c.



??? At Cape Mount, on the house of one of theLiberian settlers, I chanced to meet the follow-ing characters â€” quot; ko i si a wa ke mu.quot; 1 Neverhaving heard of an African language of the kind,I inquired, and discovered them to be of a nativelanguage of late introduction or invention. Forsome time I failed in getting them explained,or in obtaining any further information on thesubject. A lucky chance took me to a town calledquot; Bohmar,quot; about eight miles E. of Cape Mount,and there I met a man by the name of MormorroDualoo Wohgnae, a nephew of the king of Su-gury, who possessed a manuscript and understoodthe language. On this man consenting to live on board herMajesty\'s ship, I undertook to arrange the inclosedvocabulary, having collected and classed all thecharacters his book contained. It will be observed that the language is of thePhonetic order; that the characters are not sym-bolical ; and,

according to my teacher, it was in-vented ten or twenty years ago by the followingeight men: â€” Native Character 1.nbsp;Duaroo-KeUoe-Kaie. Dua du ke ra gai 2.nbsp;Fargan-Zapoh.nbsp;Fa nge sa gbo, 1nbsp; See facsimile on the second lithograph,o 4,



??? Native Character. 3.nbsp;Duaroo-Boh-Kelilae.nbsp;Dua du bii ke ra. 1 4.nbsp;Hhumdongloh-Wooloh.nbsp;Ng ro lo ulo. 5.nbsp;Duaroo Tamee.nbsp;Dua du td mi. 6.nbsp;Bailee Behseh.nbsp;Ba i bi se. 7.nbsp;Karnahmar.nbsp;Ga na ma. 8.nbsp;Kanlee fohloh.nbsp;Ka i fo lo. quot; Mormorro Dualoo Wohgnae quot; thus writes hisname: â€” Mo mo du dua du wo jL He informs me that at first the language wasstudied by many, and that schools were esta-blished: but that such extraordinary signs ofcivilisation aroused the jealousy of their Spanishneighbours at Gallinas, who, by intrigue and pre-sents, soon laid the whole country into such astate of anarchy as overthrew the progress oflearning. If the language be one of such recent origin,or even an introduction, how far we must havemistaken the African\'s constitution ! The present vocabulary has been a work ofupwards of three months\' constant study, and hasbeen

revised four times. I cannot think I am possessed of all the cha-racters. However, my teacher assures me thereare no more. 1nbsp; This is obviously the Doalu Bukara of the Rev. Mr. Koelle.



??? SPECIMENS OF THE VAHIE PHONETIC. =1Â? ^ tfÂ? t Â?â€? ^ JL I?) ^ m x ft? a h? nr\'ngt;A R t^Â? ^ ^11=- ^ gt; rir ^



??? A VOCABULARY. Phenomena. English. Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. World du nya doo iiah Sea koi qua ie Sun te le tai lee Moon ga lo kar loh Star to ma la to ro mar la Light du ma ga doo mar ka Dark du ma fi doo mar fee ng Sunrise te ga du ma tai lee ka doo mao Sunset te bi la tai lee bih la Heat gba ni pann dee Cold ki ma kee mar Night su dong su loh Day te dong tai lee loh Ei-bments. Fire ta tah Air a i fi la gbd a ah ee fee lah bo ah Earth du ma doo mar Smoke ji _ gee Water si si se se Wind fila fee lah Calm fi la be le fee lah bih lee SensesÂ? See jaja eah jay Hear jala eah lah Smell ku e ko na Feel bu s^ dong boh sor dong



??? Symmetet. English. Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. Body mo fi ma moh fee mar Head ku kung Ha??r ku ri kung de Eye ja ja Ear to ro to roh Face ja dong tar roh Mouth jo (?) la Nose sung sung Chin gb?? ko ro pah ko loh Arm bo boo Hand bo lu va lo boo loo far loh Finger bo lu ddng le boo loo dong le Leg k?Š ne kai nee Foot k?Š ne ja lo kai iiee jar loh Toes k?Š dong le kain dong lee Back kd koh Belly bi?Ž boo Maladies. Deaf \' a we le ko lo la ah wee ly ko loh da . a to lo gbo ti mu ah to loh poo tee le moo Dumb mu mu moo moo Blind a b?Ž le mo j?? ah bil lee mo jay Idiot a ku ra nya ah ku lae ????a Mad a bu lo wa ah bo loh oar Lame a ma gb?? ah man pah Wound gb?? a pa ah Fever a ma ni gb?? di a ah ma nee pan dee ar Sick a ki la a hi kee lah Relations. fa hhum bahnah kar FatherMotherHusband fa ng bana ga



??? Ebiations â€” continued. English. Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. Wife na mus i nah moo su Man gai kai ee Woman mu su ma mu su mar Brotlier nyo mo gno moh Sister nyo mo mu su ma gno moh mu su mar Son na deng nah ding Daughter na deng mu su ma nah ding mu su mar Boy deng ga i ma ding kai ee mar Girl deng mu su ma ding mu su mar House, amp;c. House kain Door ke la lo kain dar roh Window- ja le la lo jayn dee lah loh Thatch ja la jan dah Wood sS, so ro Room so ri lo zoh de loh Table ma sa mar sar Bed gbe gbe ping pih Seat gbe ye big ngae Mat wa la our lah Pipe ta wa la ta oar lah Tobacco td wa ta oar Forest. Forest amp; la hk wo la fee la bah woh la Tree ko ng koang Bush wa gbo jaum boh Bough a bo dong ah boo loon Trunk ko ng te koang tih Leaf ja ng ba ja hhum bah Flowers ko fu kon foo Fruit kd pong kon pong Shade si le kd lo su elee a kor loh



??? Fobest â€” continmd.Phonetic Character. Pronunciation,kd fd lunbsp;koang fo loo wa lenbsp;wak lee kdng su lunbsp;koang soo doo English.BarkThornEootsCreeper j^i dunbsp;juh doo Arms, amp;c. Spear Sword Musket Powder tk bami j?Šb?? bil ngdo hi tam bahmee naeboh boll foungdoo bahseh doono- O vou looboh ko enjae Cannon Fowling-piec ese ddngPowder-flask fu uMusket-ball b??k??je Animals. ni ga 1 ma gnee kaie mar ni gnee ni mu su ma gnee mu su mar ba bah ba wa la bah oar la kd nya ko nah ko ri ko de k?Š la kain la ga ma kar mar u du woo doo ma nya le mar gnah elee to la to la ding ri ding de do du doo loo ko le gb?Š le ko lee pih lee ja la I\'a la su du gbo su loo poo Bull Bullock Cow Goat Sheep Pig Leopard Deer Elephant Dog Cat Rat Mouse Musk-rat Bush-cat Lion Tiger



??? English.FowlDuckEagleSnipePalm birdDoveTurkeyToucan OrangePine-applePlantain Cocoa-nut Guava Paupau Pumpkin Yams Cassada Sweet potato Rice Onions Chillies Beans Bibds.Phonetic Character,ti ea bu dong ko rikongjagbo lo ma se beko si apongu do gba ke ko denggb?Š a gb?Š a\' Fbuit. du bil lok?Š f?Šhi na po ng ba napo ng ko eak?? ri wapa gai gbo dusi na b?Š letu sajo uk?? rosi ba laki la f?Š Pronunciation,tee ea boh loh kon deequan ja po Io mar seh mbehko se ahpoh woo doo pah ke kon depih ah piah doom boo lohkain faebah nahporo ba nahporo kon jae ^ko le O arpah kaie Vegetables. po loo ce nah beh leebah sarjoh wooko lohse bah lahkee lah faesor Metals. Gold ga ni ja le Silver ga ni gb?¨ ma Copper ta ni Brass bang bang t?Š ra Iron ku du Tin g?¤ g?¤ Charcoal k?Š hu kar nee jar leekar nee peh marta gnee bang ban teh laekung doogon gongkain boo



??? Mineeais. Phonetic Character.nbsp;Pronunciation, English.DiamondGlass nee nah seng meh neh lae ni na si ngme s?Š ra Spices. koh kee lee faetoo doo Salt Pepper Oil k?? ki le fedo du Meats, amp;c. amp;c. Meat soo yeagnee soo yeabah soo yeaboh fooboh foo mungnea su je Bullock flesh ni su y?ŠGoat flesh b?¤ ne j?Š BreadFlourFish gbo nggb6 ng munyi Drinks. Palm wine Spirits Rumb?¤gbepo ng gb?¨gb?¨ bang pehporo pehpeh colo??es. a gb?¨ mafi manye leja leji ro White Black Yellow Red Green ah peh marfee marSae leeja leegee dong Clothes. ClothesCapShirtTrowsersdong finggbo lodong mak?Š ko ladoung fingboh lohdoung markain kon lah



??? Clothes â€” continued.English. Phonetic Character.nbsp;Pronunciation. Shoesnbsp;kamp; wa Black handkcf. bi ta gbfi, saClothnbsp;mu lu fu ko oarfee ta pah sarmoo luh fuhkoh lahkan doh ko lah Piece cloth ko laCountry cloth ga ro ko la Times, amp;c. Year Month Morning Evening Noon Midnight To-day To-morrow End BeginningRainy seasonDry seasonLand windSea wind sanggalosa mate le lote le ku tesu tesa ro rosi naa ba hea ku du misa ma loko ri mau la lo fi lako i lo fi lasangkar lohsar marteh lee lohteh lee kun tehsu tihsor don dose nahah bang heah ko ro meesar mar roko le marwoo la loh fee lahqua ee loh fee loh Pkonouns, amp;c. I ng nya hhum gar Thou i wa ee oar \\ He ga i me ka ie meh I We mu gbe mun bih 1 You i wa ee oar They mo me nu moh meh noo Who wa mu jauh mitn Which a me na ah me nah My t4 mu tah mun His a ti mu ah tah mun 1 i Ours mu tk mu he mun tah mun he Yours i wa

ta mu ee oar ta mun



??? English. Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. Theirs a nu tk mu ah noo ta mun Each ke ke keh 0 keh All a gb?¨ ra ah peh lae Neither ro ro gb?¨ ra don do peh lae This ke ke That ke me nu keh me noo Some ng ko deng hhum ko ding Other a ma deng ah mar ding Such ke t?¤ lo keh ta roh More ng u gbo lo la hhum worro bo riola None a gb?¨ deng ah peh ding Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. 1 ro ro don do 2 fi la fee lah 3 sa gha sarc pah 4 na ni nah nee S s?¤ du sor doo 6 s?¤ du ro ro sor don do 7 s?¤ du fi la sorn fee la 8 s?¤ du sa gb?¤ sorn sarc pah 9 sa du na ni sorn na nee 10 t?¤ ng tang H t?¤ ng ro ro tang don do 20 mo b?¤ le mo ban dee 21 mo b?¤ le a k?? ro ro mo ban dee ako don do 30 mo b?¤ le a k?? t?¤ng mo ban dee ako tang 31 mo b?¤ le a k?? t?¤ng ro ro mo ban dee ako tang don do 40 mo fl la b?¤ le moh fee lah ban dee 41 mo fi la ba le ak?? ro ro m??h fee lah ban dee ako don do 50 mo fi la

b?¤ le ak?? t?¤ng moh fee lah ban dee ako tang 51 mo fl la b?¤ le ak?? tang ro ro moh fee lah ban dee ako tang don do 60 mo sa gb?¤ b?¤ le moh sack pah ban dee 61 mo sa gb?¤ b?¤ le a k?? ro ro moh sack pah ban dee ako don do 70 mo sa gb?¤ b?¤ le a k?? t?¤ng moh sarc pah ban dee ako tang 71 mo sa gb?¤ b?¤ le a k?? tang moh sarc pah ban dee ako tang ro ro don do



??? Nquot;umerai,s â€”continued.Phonetic Character.nbsp;Pronunciation. 80nbsp;mo na ni U lenbsp;â€ž.â€žh nar nee ban dee 81nbsp;mo na m U le ak?? ro ro moh narnee bandeeakodondo 90nbsp;mo na ni bÂ? le a k?? t?Šng moh nar nee ban dee ako tang 91nbsp;mo na ni ba le a k?? tÂ?ng ro ro moh nar nee ban dee ako tang hunderodondo [don do1000 tasuroronbsp;taow su don do Adjectives. English.AbleAcidAgedAgreeableAlikeAliveBadBarrenBendBoilingBrokenCarefulCheapCleanCleverCloudyCompleteDrunkDryEmptyEnoughEqualFemalePewFirstPit VOL. I. Phonetic Character,ku laa dong laka ki lak?? ninyo gbia ke raa ma naa gb?Š ma le mui dua u rii ga ri i ku ma f?Š ra gbk gbaa sa woh ma gb?¨ raa ko lei ko saba la gbi laa ku be le mugb?¨ bi laa ghk laa fo lu mua ku lang ko tasu a ma fing faa se je se jea ku la gb?Š Pronunciation,koun dahah don lahkarn kee lahkoh neeneaugh beihah ken dae ar mar

gneah peh mar lee mooee dooah woo dee ee kar deenbsp;[pang ee ko mar feh lae pang ah song woh mar peh lae ah ko elee ee koh sar ban da beih lah ah kung ben dee mun peh bi lah ah pah la ah fo loo mun ah kung dah hhum kon tah su ah mar fing farah sen gee sen geeah kung dal ping



??? Adjectives â€” continued. English. Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. Future (?) jalo jar loh Free ma ja deng man ja ding Glad a ng va la sa ah hum far la sar Great a si wo be le ah song woh bil lee Hard a gbe ra arc peh lae Heavy a va nya ah far na High a ga ro ja ng ah can doh jang Hot a gba ri a ah pan deah Hungry ko ng wd kong woh Jealous a mu su va la ah mu su fa la Ignorant a ma ko sa ah mar ko sar Improper a ma ma ah mar mar Laborious a gbo ro wi ra tu ah poh loh wee lae too Large a ko lu ah koo loo Last a gbe me ah peh ne meh Late i a fe ja ja gt; ee ah feh jan ja Less a ku ma ko lu ah kung mar ko loh Long a ja ng ah jang Loose i fd le ee foo lee Lost a sa ma ah sar mar Male ka i ka ie Middle a te ma ah teh mar More a gbd lo ah bo roh Near nu be fo noo beh for New a na ma ah nah mar Next a ro ma le ah roh man dee Numerous a ku du b^ ah koor um bah Old a kd lo kd lo ba mu ah ko loh ko loh

bah moo Open 1 da ga ee dar ka Past a be le a ah beh lee ah Poor ja mo mu jar moh moo Pretty a nyi gbd ah gneae pah Quick i na ri a ri a ee nah dee ah dee agh Rapid a lo gba ri a ah loh pan dee ah Same a ta ro ah tar roh



??? English.ShortSickSlowSoftStrongSweetThirsty-TimidTrueUnequalUnwillingUsefulUseless Phonetic Character,a i ku dua ki la wai ma ta ri aa ma gbe laa nge naa hi nya ghing kd ji ni a mia mi ni nyatan nya mua ma ga ngma da luna i ri ama lu lu a la Pronunciation,ah ee kung dooee kee la oaree mar tar de ahah mar peh laeah gar nahah kee na pahhhung ko gee nee ah meeah mee nee natau iia mooah mar kangmar da roonah ee dee ahmar oo loo a lah Adjectives â€” continued. Verbs, a gbe ra ja ui gbi la jea ta ko se ri nai wi kd leak^i to sai ba sa laa sa wd nang be bu afu ra kei ku du bii sa lai ki ri a kdi ki ngi na lai a saik^ lei ta lai bi lai roah peh lae ja ooee beh la enjaeah ta ko seh di nahee vee qua leeah kayee to saree bar sar laah sor woh gneehhum beh boo ahfoo lae kaeee koo roo beeee sar laee kee lee ah koee kee ngee nah lahee ah sangee kain leeee ta laee bee laee dong Abuse Accept Accuse

Answer Arrive Ask Assist Bargain Beat Beg Begin Believe Bind Boil Bring Buy Call Carry Catch Chew



??? Vebbs â€” continued. English. Phonetic Character. Pronunciation. Collect i la so ee dar song Come i na ee nah Count i la ng ee dang Cut i tehi ee tehea Dance mu ta ro ke mun ta dong ke Deliver i tk ko ee ta ko Destroy a ro ja lu ah ro ja oo Die a fa la ah far la Double a si na ma ee se nah mar Divide u i te du 00 ee teh doo Dress i ma ki ri ee mar kee dee Drink 1 mi ee mee Eat feng ro fing dong End a ba ng ah bang Explain i ro ji la ng la ee roh gee lang dah Enter i ddng ee doung Invite i ke hk la he ee kain bah la he Go i ik ee tab Kick i ma ng te ee marn teh Kiss i la ddng ng la lo ee da doung hhum dah Kill if4 ee far [loh Know na sa nah sor Laugh i ja ra ke ee jay lae ke Lend ng si na hhum see nah Lie i f4 ni ee far gnee Live i fe la gbd ee fe la boh Love na i ri a nah ee de ah Look ng fe ra hhum feh lae Make i na a ee gnee ah Move ibi ee bee Occupy a be nu ah bih noo Open i la ga ee dar kar Owe a

gba gbi la ng bo lo ah pang beh la hhum boo Paddle da la dar lah [loh Part i te ga ee teh kar M



??? English.PayPleasePreparePromiseProtectQuarrelReceiveRecollectEobRunSailSaySellSeeSingSpeakStabStopSwearTakeTalkTellTearThinkTouchTrembleTrust Understand Wake Walk Watch Want Weigh Wish Workpa wa keko nyai ma di aku ra gbi laku ma fe rako ri a gba bii loa sS, ku roa ga (?)bu le kawu fi la se rafing roi gaa je ro ng gbfi,ifo a ng sa me ai sa a bu lo kei gbidi a buifoi te i ku ro ki le mai ma, a ma ni sa ng hii sa lana s^ea ku yei ti eai ma ki keng lu lo a lai mu su mai wd los^ kepaugh oar keko gneeee mar dee ahku lae bih lakung mar feh laequa dee ah bong boo lohah song kung dongah kar garboo lee kehwoo fee lah seh laefing dongee karah enjaedong hhum bohee for ah ung sor me ahee sor ah boo loh kehee beedhe am booee foree teh ee kung dong kee leeee marnbsp;[mar ah mar gnee sam bahee sar rahnah sorea kung nayee ta eahee mar kee kehhhum woo loh a lahee mu su maree woh lohsor keh

Veebs â€” continued.Phonetic Character.nbsp;Pronunciation,



??? The foregoing vocabulary is â–  of the quot; Vahie quot;or Yei language, which extends over the follow-ing countries : â€” Cape Mount, Soungrie, Marma,and Gallinas, on the sea coast, and several interiorcountries. Varieties of African languages areso frequently met with, that they may be more prove:â€” Vahie. 1nbsp;Dondo 2nbsp;Feelah 3nbsp;Sacpah 4nbsp;Narnee 5nbsp;Sooloh 6nbsp;Soo dondo 7nbsp;Soo feelah 8nbsp;Soo sacpah 9nbsp;Soo narnee10 Tang Courroo. goonoo tierla tarlee teenar noono dia goonoo dia tierla dia tarlee dia teenar zehiar as the following may Kroo. Fish. doo doo song song tah tah neah eh moo d\'moo moomadoo neeroo moomasong mesoong mumatah biah biah munia sussahdoo chieeroo pouah poh Thus the above characters of the Yahie Pho-netic, might be arranged into a general Africanwritten language. In concluding, I hope the missionaries orothers may follow

up what has been thus com-menced, as, from the opposite nature of the dutiesof a naval officer, I could neither spare time, norhope for the opportunity of faithfully arranging agrammar or making translations. From the Admiralty my discovery was trans-mitted officially to the Kojal Geographical Society.



??? Mr. Norris studied the language and publishednotes with a full alphabet, enlarging considerablyon Mr. Koelle\'s and my researches. They willbe found in the 20th Number of the Report ofthe Eoyal Geographical Society. I was somewhat surprised, on my return toEngland, having given a vocabulary of the lan-guage and the characters alphabetically arrangedto a German missionary and philologist at SierraLeone, in finding that gentleman, after mostspiritedly following up the discovery, had pub-lished a pamphlet, entitled quot; Narrative of anExpedition into the Yy Country of West Africa,and the Discovery of a System of Syllabic Writ-ing, amp;c. By the Eev.. J. W. Koelle, missionary,quot;amp;c.; almost entirely forgetting the pioneer, leav-ing it a matter of doubt to the reader, to whomthe credit of the discovery belonged. There remains no doubt but that this lano-uao\'e O is purely an invention of late date, and one en-tirely of

African enterprise. What the Africanintellect is capable of developing, may not be al-together known in this country. Education isdoing much towards civilising Africa, and if usedas a material organ will be a very strong oneagainst the slave trade. Among a people who, for convenience, canframe and establish a Phonetic language, and teachp 4



??? from it unassisted (although in the neighbourhoodof colonies of nations known to be patrons ofliterature), an extension of education must be ofmost material service. There are several extraordinary instances ofblacks becoming highly educated, and of themost eminent service to their fellow men: ofthese one of the most enterprising may be con-sidered the Rev. Mr. C---, the senior mis-sionary at Abeahkeutah, who has translated theScriptures Into the Yoribah language. Thisgentleman was originally a slave, and liberatedfrom the slave-yard at Sierra Leone. In the new presidency of Liberia are severalInstances of the capacity of the blacks\' Intellect. Among the emigrants, or liberated Africans atSierra Leone, the Akoos, natives from the Bightof Benin (so termed from the general salute, orquot; good morning,quot; common to all the kingdoms ofthat portion, quot; Akoo Akooquot;), are said to be

themost apt at learning. They become. In love ofmoney and ingenuity and tact at bargains, theJews of Africa, when removed from their owncountry; though some (as, for Instance, Don Jos?ŠAlmeida, instanced in the foregoing Journals)take advantage of their education on their returnto cheat their own people. With such convincing proofs, let It be hoped



??? that education will be extended; and wherevera black becomes distinguished for talent, such re-wards should be open to him, in his own con-tinent, as have lately been given to a reverendand learned black gentleman, the new consul ofthe negro republic of Liberia. If the offices of the colony of Sierra Leonewere more open to black enterprise, there wouldbe a greater extension of competition; and al-though the missionaries have many large schools,and the course of education is exceedingly good,the scholars would considerably Increase In num-bers, and no doubt many of them become alsoexcellent missionaries and schoolmasters to re-turn to their native country. Slavery Is the offspring of ignorance, and in nopart of Africa where the light of civilisation hasshone does slavery exist. In Dahomey the mis-sionaries have not yet planted the tree of know-ledge, although In each of the large neighbouringcountries,

Ashantee and Abeahkeutah (Yoribah),education is fast advancing, and the slave tradereceding. Trade and education generally In Africa ad-vance with equal strides, treading down the slavetraffic, and carrying with them all the advantagesof civilisation over barbarism. In all the largerivers of the Bights of Benin and Biafra, the



??? slave trade has been almost entirely uprooted bythe extension of palm-oil trade and increase ofeducation, the kings of those rivers keeping theirown ledgers, and attending materially to theirtrade affairs to such an extent as to have abolishedthe religious superstitions that in former yearsruled the kings themselves: among these thequot; Egboh of the Camaroons quot; (a wild superstitionthat ruled all classes to such an extent that Britishcaptains of merchant vessels have bought Egboh,L e. become votaries of this degrading, disgustingsuperstition, in order, In their position as priests,to command a monopoly over their more ignorant,but less to be pitied customers) has been entirelydone away with. c. Vocabulary of the Dahoman Language. The language is of the poorest order of any Ihave met even in Africa, although in the vicinityof the most complete of African languages, theHaussa, in wliich the Arabic

cipher is applied to



??? its intonation. This may be considered extra-ordinary to those unacquainted with the obscureorigin of the Dahomans. I can make but thefollowing few observations of the Dahoman man-ner of expression. Many of the words are compounded, whileother words are (altered in sound) pronouncedwith or without emphasis, according to the (orotherwise) superlative meaning required: thus,dag bee, good; dag bee, dag bee, means beautiful,sublime, purity, excellence, amp;c., according to itsemphatic sound and the number of the repeti-tions. The addition of the word quot; vooquot; to the name ofan animal, signifies the offspring of that animal:thus, soh, a horse; soh voo, a colt;â€”koh kroo, afowl; koh kroo voo, a chicken. The addition of quot;pee vee,quot; or small, is sufficientto express almost an entirely different meaning inour idiom : thus, toh, a city; toh pee vee, a vil-lage ; â€” hoh, a house; hoh pee vee, a hut. All

foreign introductions are termed quot; ee a voo,quot;or the white man\'s: thus, zah, a mat; ee a voo zah,a mattress ;â€”zing poo, a stool; ee a voo zing poo,a chair. Any native who leaves his country, evenas a slave, and returns, if he wears the dress of aforeigner, is termed ee a voo, a white man: thus,in Whydah, to distinguish two men named Das-



??? SOO, one is termed for tlie above reason, Ee a vooDassoo. The numerals are very peculiarly compounded,as the following list will show. A Numerals. 1.nbsp;Deh 2.nbsp;Oui 3.nbsp;Ahtor 4.nbsp;Eh neh5 Ah tong 6.nbsp;Ah ee zae 7.nbsp;Teghn oui 8.nbsp;Tar tor 9.nbsp;Teghn neh 10.nbsp;Woh 11.nbsp;Wohdehpoh 12.nbsp;Woh oui 13.nbsp;Woh ator 14.nbsp;Woh eh neh 15.nbsp;Ah fau tong 16.nbsp;Ah fau tong noo koo noo deh poh 17.nbsp;Fau tong noo koo noo g\'noui 18.nbsp;Fau tong noo koo noo ah tong 19.nbsp;Fau tong noo koo noo eh neh 20.nbsp;Koh 21.nbsp;Koh noo poo noo koo deh80, Ek bagh 40. Kan dee50. Kan dee woh60. Kan dee koh70 Kan dee ek bagh



??? Numerals â€” coutinued.80. Kan oui90. Kan oui woho100. Kan oui koh After ten to fifteen the translation would be ten one two amp;c.: sixteen is a compound of ten, five, and oneadded, and so on to 20. 40. A contraction of twice twenty.50. Twice twenty and ten added.60. Twice twenty and twenty.70. Twice twenty and thirty added.80. Twice forty.90. Twice forty and ten added.100. Twice forty and twenty added. Phenomena. World Visible heaven Earth Sea Sun Moon Star* Light Darkness Sunrise Sunset Shadow Heat Cold Lightning Thunder Rainbowtoh gee noo aee kung banghah hoohoo soo vohsungsung TOOa ee hoosang koohoo ae tonghoo ae haughee ahusu ah ve vohsoh meahgee dag bahdah Sung voo, literally the offspring of sung (the moon).



??? Fire Smoke Sparks Flame Fuel Charcoal Water Ditto muddy Fresh water Salt ditto Well ditto Kain ditto Eiver Well Swamp Tears Eain Dew Wind Calm Storm East West Fire, amp;c. zoh min ah zohzoh jah gee ahzah fingzah keezoh kah Water, amp;c. seengdee hohseeng dag beejae seengdah rohgee jahgae seengdoh bah bahah weegee kungah hunga vee vee Ate, amp;c. tah hongyu su beha fijo mehhoo ee tonghoo ee haugh Senses. noh pongee seh noo ahhoo neh pongLeh pong SeeingHearingSmellingFeeling



??? Symmetry, amp;c. race noo koo meh Dumb deh koo koo noo Deaf toh koo noo Blind eh toh noo koo Squinting noo koo mee me ah Stammer deh koo koo noh Humpback boh toh noh Silly lae loo noo Mad noo loo noo Cougk ee jek pegh Small-pox a poh tee peh vee 1 Itch eh jah zeh Fever ah vee voh zoung Wound zeh noo noo mee Sneeze eh gnee zing Bald eh soon tab Toothache ee soo ah doo A cold meek pong Rbiations of Life. Man soo noo Woman gno noo Husband ah soo kee Wife ah see kee Father toh kee Mother noh kee Brother noh ee vee Son vee kee Daughter mee noh kee Slave kah noh mohj or ah kroo Buhdings, amp;c. pCBgh sih BricksTiles 1nbsp; A poh tee peh vee, literaliy quot; small a poh tee,quot;



??? APPENDIX C. Buildings â€” continued. Lime adak peh Sand neah keh Beam zah ting Board hoh lae Thatch seh Spars a seh a tengh Nails hoon jeh House hoh ee Church voh dong jee vee Fort sing boh mee Storehouse zah hoh Hut hoh peh vee Market ah hee meh Shed dee hoh Fowl-house hoh koh kroo Door hoong Lock gloh goh Key chah vee Window noo voo koo Room hoh mee Stairs a lee a gee Floor hoo leh Cook-room adoh haw Partition doh Housetop zah gee Furniture. Table tah ooh Chair ee a voo zing pol Stool zing poo Mat zah Mattrass ee a voo zah Hammock pong Pillow kor do noo Curtains a noo dong



??? dahoman language. Fubniture â€” continued.a poh tinghah gah poh noogah noogah poh tootoo too peh veeah kor dohgee vee doh hohhoo waughgee vee peh veehoong poo noonoo puenghah bah leah Furniture of the Table. tah voo gee vooflah too gar garflah too ting zoo noo noo woo koo meh fung bah see noo noo ee a voo tong ah kee nee ee a voo gee vee lah soo ee mak b??h goo Furniture or the Kitchen. noo dah zehzeh zoh behzoh beh noozoh behah kroo papah kee sar Q 225 Box Basket Watch Clock Hour-glass Musket Pistol Gun Sword Spear Dagger Spy-glass Looking-glass Blunderbuss Tablecloth Dish Plate Cup Basin Jug Spoon Knife Fork Bottle Pan Pot Lamp Candlestick Candle Tub Broom vol. i.



??? Tools, amp;c. ham mahzoongwah hoongsah ha veeah leesoh pahsoh ganwee marwee zingwee 00 na noo Hammer Anvil Bellows Saw Axe Hoe Saddle Bridle Paper Ink Pen Lion Tiger Elephant Ditto trunk Ditto tusk Wild hog Hysena Deer Monkey Ditto, small Ditto, long-tailed Squirrel Lizard Cat Mouse Snake Centipede Millepede Scorpion Alligator Wild Animals. kennee keneepaugh ah tengh neea doh a tengh ee dooha vehha lahak boha tughzee otoh kradonga loh tohglargh zeea jah kah Serpents, amp;c.dang a ting dooeha na tung goo gooa hong klee kleeloh



??? TortoiseOjster Butterfly Louse Fly Mosquito Firefly Spider Horse Mare Stallion Foal Bullock Bull Cow Calf Ass Mule YamsCassadaSweet potatoesBeans Ground beansGround nuts SaltPepper Ditto, CayenneOil Butter Serpents, kc. â€” continued.loo goo zooda kwei Insects. wee tee pah da dahsoh soo pehzah soo pehzoo klee nee gneetog bee eh Domestic Animals.soh soh ahseesoh assoosoh voognee boognee boo soognee seegnee boo voohuagh gneesoh Vegetables.teh veefeh rin ha00 ee veea ee veeah zinff o ah ee o zing Spices, amp;c.seh ee e teh ee eteh me me shah meeboo droo



??? Eatables. Rice moh lee kung Fish hueh vee Crabs ah gar sar Flour ee a voo hee fee Bread ee a voo augh Beer ee a voo hah voh Pitto hah voh Tea ee a voo see zing no bloo noo Beef gnee boh lab Mutton bah lah Meat lah Egg, fowl\'s koh kroo zee Times and Seasons. Time ek beh Year hueh Month sung Week voo dong bee Day peh dag bee Fight zan koo Moon hah ee hing flah doo wee Midnight zan flah doo wee Yesterday sor Last night sor see sang koo To-morrow ah hee hung sor Domestic Animals. Ram lain boh assoo Lamb lain boh voo Goat bah Pig agroo zar Kid boh voo Dog ah voo Cat ah whee Kitten ah whee voo i



??? Duck Fowl CMcken Cock Turkey Guinea-fowl Dove Turkey buzzardParrotParroquetHawk Gold dustGold Diamonds Silver Iron Brass Copper GunpowderMedicine Tree Shrub Branch Trunk Root Flowers Forest Poultry. pak pahkoh kroo^oh kroo vookoh kroo sootroh trooah wah neepah ho lee Birds. ah klah sookee sehkee seh kroogan gar Metals, amp;c. see kah ohsee kahjeh mah teepah toh gargan gan bohboh deah?’ dah doo nooL soh too tooah moh Trees, amp;c. ah ting dah hoah ting peh veeah ting kangah ting velah meah ling dohah ling sehzoons doh ho q 3



??? Fruits. ah ling seh seee a voo slhee a voo seh kleeah gong deekoh kwei doh hokoh kwei peh veeking bah ek pehah gong kehka zoo Dress. pah kunga voh pah kungahoo toh ko too ah boh nieh hoo ah voh doo kwei ah fok pah mah lae fok pah boh gneeh a voh kah sogh pogh toh doo eea loh keha loh gan fee chee lehfee teh Fruit Orange Lime Pine-apple Plantain Banana Guava Pau-pau Cocoa-nut Kasliew HatCapCoat Trowsers Waistcoat Robe or Gown Handkerchief Shoes Sandals 1 Button Needle Thread Comb Stick Ear-ring Finger-ring Bracelet Thimble Scissors Ribbon 1nbsp; Mah-lae, or Mallatn\'s shoes, introduced into Dahomey byHaussa Mallams, who have a mosque in Abomey, and one inWhydah.



??? Dbess â€” continued.Lacenbsp;see kar gan Caliconbsp;ah klah koo Flannelnbsp;boh fang Canvassnbsp;ah tee Satin silknbsp;seh dah Eemgion.Godnbsp;ee a wee Devilnbsp;ah zeh loh Worshipnbsp;ee mah ee voo doo koo ee Prostratenbsp;ee voo noo voo noo voh dong Kneelnbsp;ee pah koh lee City, amp;;c.City or townnbsp;toh Villagenbsp;toh peh vee Islandnbsp;leh leh dwee toh nee Mountainnbsp;soh Gardennbsp;gee pah meh Soilnbsp;koh Fieldnbsp;gree tab Stonenbsp;ah wee ah peh vee Canalnbsp;soo ee Or a Man. Body woo too Head ta kung Hair dah Beard tahn Face noo kung meh Nose a oung lee Eyes woo kung Mouth noo beh Tongue deh Lips noo beh Tooth ah doo Ear toh O 4
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