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The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be PREFACE. The present booklet has been written with the intentto prove that of late years the English nation has failedin the production of one of its most important commodi-ties, and the means by which a further extent of this evilcan be remedied has been suggested. The race-course has caused the excessive creation ofthorough-breds. Why should not the general-utilityhorse possess a suitable arena whereon to exhibit hisspeed and endurance at other paces than the gallop ? The demand for such horses in a commercial point ofview is not sufficiently attractive to create the much-needed supply; but were trotting courses instituted inthis country similar to those in

America then the supplywould, in a very few years, exceed the demand. The illustrations which accompany this small volumeare intended to point out the classes of horses whichexisted during the various periods of the world's history,and especially those common to Great Britain during the



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be IV                                         PREFACE. past and present centuries ; from which the public will beable to judge whether we possess such good horses nowas we did one hundred years ago. As Englishmen it is our duty to do all in our power toprevent the decline and fall of the British utility horse,for such certainly will take place unless we bestir our-selves to energetic action in supplying a commoditywhich we now in great measure obtain from foreignsources. Is it not a national disgrace that England ofthe past, which supplied Europe with her best horses,should now be dependent upon Continental countries forher useful supplies ? Reader! Assist in rescuing us from an impendingnational

calamity ? It can be accomplished by theadoption of means similar to, if not identical with, thosedetailed in the following pages. JAMES IRVINE LUPTON. Dunstable House, Richmond, Surrey.May 27th, 1881.
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The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be The three following plates are exact re-productions from the work of the Earl ofPembroke on "Military Equitation," &c.They represent Cavalry horses of about theyear 1750, and also some of the processes ofbreaking them in.
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The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE. It may be startling to assert that The general utility horse. within thirty years continental countriesAvill produce better general utilityhorses than Great Britain, but it istrue ; and even during the past seasonhalf the carriage-horses in London haveemanated from foreign sources. Lord Rosebery's Committee which sat Scarcity of horses in in 1873 to inquire into the cause of England.horse scarcity, although it elicited somevaluable information, never did a singlewitness throw any light upon the sub-ject, for the simple reason that the truecause was never recognised. 1



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 2 TEE HORSE. The demand There is no doubt that at this time responded to byconti- fae demand for horses exceeded the nental coun- America. suPPtyi and that the demand was re-sponded to by continental countries andour American brothers, and althoughsuch horses assisted us in our life-traffic, they were deficient in qualityand lacked that form which a centurypast had taught Englishmen to admire.But since this date the foreign horse hasimproved, and this improvement has beenobtained not with foreign material butby importation of equine material fromthese shores. Good stallions and mareshave been sent to Germany, France, &c.in order that these countries might growfor us the

very commodity we wantedand which we refused to manufacture.We exported to foreign countries that



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOKSE.                             3 which we should have retained for homeuse. At the present moment we possessthe best breeds of horses in the world,whether they be thorough-breds, nags, orcart-horses ; but in the production ofgeneral utility horses we are allowingother countries to overtake us. How is it that we allow this state of Minns of supply. things to exist ? Create a demand andthe supply will be forthcoming, so longas the producer of the supply is wellpaid for his pains. Many English far-mers assert that it pays them better tobreed sheep than horses, and we knowthat many horse-breeding establishmentshave proved failures. But this is noreason why the future of businesses

inthis direction should not pay if properlyconducted. 1 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 4 THE HORSE. The race-           The propagation of the race - horse horse largely represented, brought grist to the mill of the late Mr. to the                    ° ° fhe^enerai°f Blinkiron ; such animals as he produced utility horse.          ,                        ,         ,                                   -. , only possessed a large money value be-cause the gambling table allured men tobid high prices for stock descended fromcelebrated winners, and by no means theclass of animal wanted to make good theequine deficiency complained of in 1873.The evidence elicited at the RoseberyCommittee proved beyond doubt thatEngland possessed then more horses thanshe had at any previous period; and yetmore horses

were needed, or how couldthere have been a scarcity. The wantexisted in the numerical deficiency of thegeneral utility horse. The thorough-bredshad increased, according to Admiral Rous,both in size and numbers since the com-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                            5 mencement of the century. And otherauthorities gave opinions upon the sub-ject ; but in giving them, it would appearfrom the evidence before us, only tookunder their consideration the Englishthorough-bred. The general utility horse The general °                               o                          J                utility horse escaped their attention, or was deemed d°es_not 1                                           '                                         receive the unworthy of that notice which it was Reserves! *the ostensible duty of the committee tohave considered. The truth appears on the slightest re-flection how it is that the race-horse rulesdominant in the minds of horsemen, andwhy the utility

horse does not commandthat attention which, in a national pointof view, its importance demands. In the breeding of thorough-breds forracing purposes the youngsters representcertain items with which every racing



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 6                            THE HORSE. man who buys one hopes to gain a prize;in fact, the idea of gain being excludedfrom the calculation such animal wouldhardly find a buyer, or at any rate, hewould fail to realise the heavy pricesusually obtained unless the race-courseloomed in the distance.Gambling a J?ov the past two hundred years the barrier to the of'Sefaf011 ^ave °^ racing, or more properly, thetendency to gamble, has prompted Eng-lishmen to breed horses for the turf,animals required only to exhibit one pace,viz. to gallop; the walk, the trot, &c,not being a qualification demanded fromracing stock. The race-horse must gal-lop; and to obtain this end the fastestgalloping parents

have been selectedfrom year to year as the progenitors ofour thorough-bred horses. And this is



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 7 THE H0RSJS. the seclusive breed that Englishmen forthe past half-century have devoted alltheir energies and money to propagate.Had one-fourth of this money been ex-pended in improving the general utilitybreeds of horses, we should not now haveto be dependent upon foreign importationfor our useful supplies. But does theBritish thorough-bred assist us in oureveryday life traffic ? Does he representan important item in calculating our na-tional prosperity? Not so much as many The merits of x t-         •/                                                      o the racer and would have us believe, especially if we Jf^^89impartially take into consideration thequalifications which the race-horse, as

abeast of burden, lacks when placed injuxtaposition with commoner breeds.The British thorough-bred is, withoutdoubt, the fastest galloper in the world.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 8 THE HORSE. He is, moreover, capable of great en-dui'ance if not overweighted, and isconspicuous in certain specimens forgreat beauty of form, and indirectly re-presents an important element in thefuture improvement of coarser breeds. But do these recorded qualificationsalone give assurance that such an animalwould constitute a useful labourer? Ahorse to be a good hack should walkwell and trot with ease, and if in har-ness must lift his legs from the groundand step brightly. Does the thorough-bred, as a rule, so comport himself ?Certainly not ! He usually daisy cutsin his walk and trot, and many a Welshpony bred on the mountains would ex-hibit greater form at these

paces, withweight too on his back or behind him in The actionsof the race-horse enume-rated.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 9 THE HOESE. a vehicle. The racer again could notcompete with the van or cart-horse forstrength ; he could not draw heavycarts laden with weighty commodities,at such work he would not last aweek. As a weight-carrying hunter and JeigMre. . •             move hea'v brougham-horse he sometimes puts m an burdens.appearance, when his size, strength, andgood shape, command a price only to bereached by the very rich. The thorough-bred horse very seldom exhibits, un-fortunately, the qualifications required tocarry sixteen stone, or to draw a ton ;yet many half-bred animals possess thatphysical development which renders themcapable of such performances. And it isthis

breed which we are much in wantof and which the foreigner, from Britishmaterial has supplied, and consequently



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 10                         THE HOKSE. the one the Englishman of the futureought to propagate,incentives to Jn foreign countries the lust after the breeding horse^on the *^e possession of territory has prompted continent. man to breed horses for war purposes,and in places where large armaments arethe order of the day large supplies ofhorses are demanded, and these of thebest quality. The foreigner had noticedin the past the value of the Englishcavalry and artillery, and to how great anextent the excellence of his horses hadcontributed to success in the field. Hehad learnt how England had propagatedthese breeds, and in British markets haspurchased equine goods to be

made up,by judicious selection, with those in hisown country, which has resulted in theproduction of some of the best general



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 11 THE HORSE. utility horses in the -world. These haveformed the backbone of more than onegreat military organisation in Europe,and, in emergencies, have enabledthem to take the field well prepared;whereas England, not long ago, when warseemed not far distant, was compelled tohunt up supplies from outside sources. A lesson has constantly been taught us, Supply not to J                   °              hand in the and yet we have failed to recognise its ^yofneed.importance at the proper moment; late inthe day necessity has forced us to ener-getic action in procuring that which weshould have already possessed. Thedemand has created the supply, but atthe same time the

demand has causedthe supply to increase in value, and thenation has been obliged to pay largerprices for her troop-horses than would



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 12 THE HORSE. have been the case had she been suffi-ciently well supplied so as to have beenprepared.The breeding The root of this evil and the so-called of thorough-breds for scarcity of horses is to be found in the racing                             J purposes. extensive propagation of thorough-bredsfor the sole purpose of racing. On thecontinent, on the other hand, a goodsupply of horses is always kept up, be-cause racing with them is a pastimeand not a business. Their extensivemilitary organisations create a demandfor useful horses, and therefore theirbusiness operations are directed in at-tempting to propagate general utilityhorses. It seems strange that the wealthof

horse - loving Englishmen should beconcentrated upon the production of



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          13 one select breed of horses, and thatonly because they are conspicuous asfast - gallopers — that English intellectshould be absorbed in breeding horsescapable of running successfully at a veryearly age over short distances, sometimesnot exceeding half a mile. Is this COUrse Calculated to improve Short race-courses pro- our breeds of horses ? Racine; was esta- ductive of e                      evil. blished to improve the breeds of horses,and large sums of money are voted yearlyin royal grants for races in whichthorough - breds alone figure. Is thissystem likely to operate successfully inprocuring the extension and improvementof our

commoner breeds? The blood-horse is master of the situation withinthe arena of the race-course, whereon heonly exhibits one action; only is eminent



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 14                         THE HOBSE. at racing speed; and all other paces, andthey are many and varied, which belongto low class breeds, never seem to haveentered into the consideration of BritishNo arena for horsemen ? Consequently good walkers trotting races exist m          fag? trotters, and weight-carrying hacks have never been supplied with an arenawhereon their respective qualificationscould have been tested, although suchanimals have assisted and continue to as-sist us in the operations of our extensivecommerce. France and Germany devotetheir energies to propagate this very The purposefor whichforeignersbuy Englishhorses. breed which we discourage. They re-

cognise—as every horseman of experience does—the great value of the Englishthorough-bred, and in this country selectour best types and give a higher pricefor English sires than we do. But they



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          15 do not buy them with a view to producerace-horses, but to cross with nativemares of their respective countries inorder to obtain general utility horses. American horses surpass all English American L                       &         trotters. breeds in trotting, and our brotherspossess more horses as beasts of burdenthan we do. They purchase our tho-rough-breds, and by judicious selectionand crossing have produced animals ofhigh ? courage and endurance, whichqualities have been derived from Englishstock. In Germany everything seems to berendered subservient to the developmentof a powerful mihtary organisation. Forthe equipment of a large

army, it isnecessary that the cavalry transport andartillery should be placed upon a firm



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be .iluiii i umtiiiiiH^Mi 16                         THE HOESE. footing, and above all things that horsesattached to these branches of the ser-vice should possess quality and sub-stance. These properties she ensuresby importing English blood-horses toThe improve- improve the quality, which she mates ments among foreign horses -^th coarser native breeds, exhibiting obtained                                                                            '                        ° meXmof6 substance; and in proof that this systemblood,           has answered we have only to re- member that during the past few yearsGerman horses have found their wayinto this country, and some of the beststeppers in London during the pastseason

were bred on the continent. Sogood are many that it requires morethan a good judge to determine theirforeign extraction. France of late years has imitated Eng-land in instituting races ; but this in



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                       17 comparison with the "all the year round"racing practised here is of a very limitednature, and moreover France does notconcentrate all her energies upon thisparticular, but like Germany obtainsBritish thorough-bred blood to mix withher native stock in perfecting a power-ful military system. It is impossible to exactly indicate The torses *                        of Greece. from what sources our early breeds of horses originated, but it is necessary in order to establish the accuracy of the above recorded assertions to investigate the history of the past. We know that the Greeks indulged in equine exercises, conducted on horseback and in chariots, and that rhey

ranked as the highest public games; but we fail to learn from Greek authors the size of the horses 2



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 18 THE HORSE. used for war or amusement. The monu-ments and wall paintings which havebeen left to posterity by ancient Greece,afford us only slight assistance in ourThe size of attempt to determine the size of horse the ancient Grecian horse. which was m the habit of performing atOlympia, Cythia, and Isthmia. In anEtruscan graveyard a wall-painting wasdiscovered which represents horses har-nessed to chariots, about to enter thehippodrome, in which the horses aremuch larger than the vehicles, in fact,are out of all proportion with them, andso are many horses and carriages simi-larly depicted by Greek artists. The sculptors of the period producedstatues of horses,

which were conspi-cuous for their beauty of design andcorrect anatomical delineation, which



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          19 points to the fact that the ancient Grecian monuments. Grecian horse, if small, possessed ele-gance of form and propoi'tion which atthis day would be considered indicativeof quality. By ancient authors the war steed isconstantly mentioned. Tacitus describesthe celebrated breed which existed inArgolis, and the surrounding pasturesare described by Homer as affordinggrazing ground for a fine breed of horses.The ancient kingdom of Thessaly was Ancient descriptions famous for its horses, which from the °? Gre°ian '                                           horses. descriptions given, were evidently oflarge size, as the fiction of the Cen-taurs is allowed to

have originated fromthem. Diodorus Siculus] states that Ma-cedonia in ancient times " abounded in horses above all other countries in 2 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 20                         THE HOESE. Greece," that in the royal stud near Pellathree hundred stallions and thirty thou-sand mares were kept. Horses wereevidently more highly esteemed by theancients, and were given as presents andoften demanded as tribute. Strabo informs us that the Cappado-cians paid an annual tribute to the Per-sians " of one thousand five hundredhorses, two thousand mules, and fiftythousand sheep." The exact type of horse the ancientspossessed, and the height and size towhich such animals grew, we are un-able exactly to determine. Researchesin the subject direct our attention to theshoes excavated from Roman and othertumuli, when the

size of the shoe foundindirectly allows us to indicate the size



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          21 of horse for which it was forged. Most Size of shoe indicates of these shoes of the oldest type are small lndirectiy J r                            size of horse and seem to have intended for the hoofsof ponies or mules. The shoes dis-covered in one century wei*e smaller thanthose discovered during the next, and fromthis fact it can be deduced that if thehorses' feet grew larger their generalbodily development increased in size,proportionately with their hoofs. The Germans or Cimbri are repre-sented by Tacitus as a race of big menpossessed of great bodily strength. Cre-sar considered " their bodies grew largeand robust because their animal

spiritshad not been exhausted in their youth,by learning, study, or other troublesomeoccupation." Certain it is that theyseldom cultivated the soil or engaged in



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 22 THE HORSE. trade pursuits, but devoted their livesalmost exclusively to martial exercisesand hunting, in performance of whichthey necessarily required large horses tocarry them ; and in Bavaria and otherlocalities in the German states horse-shoes larger than those found in Romantumuli have been discovered. At thesame time the shoes usually found inFatherland give evidence that the Ger-mans, like the Romans, possessed forthe most part only a small race of horses,although unusually large horse - shoeshave been excavated from regions bor-dering on the banks of the Rhine, andfrom this it may be conjectured that largehorses to a certain extent were used

bythis nation for military exploits andsmaller ones for hunting and everyday use-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          23 From the foregoing it will be recog-nised that from the early Roman down tosubsequent periods, the size of the horseincreased, and this doubtless was effectedby the admixture of the large type ofhorse which existed in mid-Europe withthe smaller breeds. From the earliest times to the present Extension of civilisation day the requirements of barbarous and Jas operated *                    *                                                                   beneflcially cruel war have instigated men to obtain improvementpowerful horses for martial purposes, andthis, together with the extension of civi-lisation, has caused the equine tribesthroughout the world to

increase bothnumerically and in coi'poreal develop-ment. If we pass from the days of ancientGreece and Rome, we soon meet with anincentive to the production of large



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 24 THE HOKSE. horses in the tournament. The Troy gamepractised by the Roman youth is de-Troy game, scribed by Virgil to be an equestrianexercise, and was the forerunner of thetournament, a pastime in which largehorses, weighted with armour and heavyriders, contended. It is impossible todetermine the exact date of the firsttournament. Mcetas states that theEmperor Emanuel Comeninus " inventedtilts and tournaments at the siege ofConstantinople." Nithard mentions theexhibition of an equestrian pastime simi-Thetouma- lar to the tournament exhibited in Ger- ment instituted. many before the Emperor Louis and hisbrother Charles the Bald, about theyear 842. He recounts

how knightsof different nations formed into twoequal divisions rode against and other



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOKSE.                         25 wise engaged each other as if inbattle. The Germans claim to have beenthe originators of these sports in 936.The French assert that Geofry ofPrevilli in Anjou, who was killed atGaunt in 1066, was the first to invent thetournament. But from whatever coun-try it derived its origin large horsesmust have been required to carry heavymen weighted with armour ; conse-quently it is certain that weight-carry-ing horses at the dates above indicated,were somewhat numerously represented.The tournament was not, however, es-tablished in England until sixty yearsafter the Norman conquest, but at the Large horses from Nor- same time William and his

followers mandy-brought over with them from Normandy



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 26                         THE HORSE. large horses. The Bayeux tapestry re-presents the boats of the invading armyfull of horses. " Every knight has asmall hack on which he rides withoutarmour, whilst his great war-horse is ledby a squire."The Bayeux From the character of this picture tapestry. we learn that the large war-horse andsmall nag were contemporaries of theAnglo-Norman period. The tournamentcharger was not of the same powerfulbreed as those which represent ourwagon horses of the present day. Theywere animals not sixteen hands high andpossessed little more stamina than abrougham - horse of to-day. The smallnag was also a mere pony. Its

primaryorigin might have been derived fromGreek or Roman sources ; but it was



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 27 THE HORSE. nevertheless larger and superior to thenative breeds of Great Britain, and con-sequently well adapted, through the me-dium of judicious selection of parents, tocreate a larger type of animal. The history of the past fails togive information sufficiently distinct toenable us to determine the exact typethe original British horse assumed ; but The original British horse, from the slight evidence which can bebrought to bear on the subject it wouldappear that the native breed of GreatBritain found their representatives ina race of small ponies, in many in-stances not higher than twelve hands ifso much, as the horse-shoes found inRoman and Saxon tumuli prove. In

early times, the Romans, Danes,Saxons, and Norwegians, in making their



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 28                         THE HOKSti. incursions upon this country, broughtwith them horses which, by admixture,doubtless stamped their impress uponthe native stock, and so primarily pavedthe way to the permanent improvementof the British horse; for when CaesarCaesar's         landed in England he wrote of the coun- opinion of British          ^,y ag a j)jves equum," &c, and well he horses.                       . might, for in addition to a cavalry forcehe was opposed by four thousand chariotswhich, he narrates, were managed withgreat dexterity, and inflicted consider-able loss upon the invaders. When the English resumed the arts ofpeace the possession of horses, from anational point of

view, was considered ofgreat importance, for we find that Athel-stan prohibited their exportation. History reveals therefore the fact that



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be : THE HORSE.                          29 previous to the Norman Conquesthorses were numerous in Britain, andthat the natives were skilled equestrians.From this epoch to the period of theNorman Conquest no authentic infor-mation can be obtained relative to thecondition of the English horse; but im-mediately after the Conquest historycomes to our assistance and distinctlytells us the various phases through whichthe British horses have passed in attain-ing their present excellence. Previouslyto this period it would seem that nolarge war-horse had ever set hoof uponthese shores ; but after the death ofHarold every Norman knight in Eng- Horses of '                                  o                       o

the Norman land was the owner of a large war-steed, knighta-and, although the tournament at thistime was not a national institution, the



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 30                         THE HOBSE. war-steed represented the progenitor ofthe horse about to be used in the tiltingyard and the hunting grounds, to pre-serve which William laid desolate manyvillages of England, necessitated thepropagation of horses larger than ponies,and we may assume that from the com-mencement of the Plantagenet dynastyan improvement in the British breeds ofhorses began.Horses              The nobles who accompanied Wil- brought to England by liam the Conqueror brought with them the Normans. many horses, both war-steeds and smallhorses. These animals, when distributedthroughout their various and newly ac-quired possessions, furnished the

means,by intermixture with native breeds,whereby a general improvement waseffected. "One of these nobles, Roger



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 81 THE HORSE. de Belesme, Earl of Shrewsbury, isparticularly celebrated for introducingSpanish stallions into his Welch posses-sions. The tournament on the continent hadbecome a pastime for warriors ; in Eng-land the love of hunting the deer re-tarded for some years the institution ofthe tournament. The hunting field,fortunately, gave an impetus to the pro- Worses10" ..          p i              i                ,                   i               from Loin - pagation of large horses to carry heavy Daray an(j Flanders. men, and with the tournament a furtherincentive occurred in causing the ex-portation of large horses from Lom-bardy and Flanders to these isles. The account we have of the

firsttournament in England was duringHenry II.'s reign, and FitzStephen in-forms us that on every Sunday in Lent



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 32                       THE HORSE. The first a tournament was held in Smithfield, tournament in England. where young Londoners, mounted onwar-horses, rode into the fields and thereperformed a variety of warlike evolu-tions, armed " hastilibus ferro demptis;"and the tournament ruled supreme onthe continent and in England until thereign of Elizabeth, soon after whichdate the race-course gradually pushedout of existence this ancient pastime. intermixture The large horses in England during of various breeds.          ^he days of the tournament were not largely represented, but a sufficientnumber were kept by knights and othersso as to cause by intermixture withsmaller

animals, the gradual increasein the size of the British horse ; andthese continental horses even during thedays referred to did not exhibit the



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 33 THE HORSE. quality the smaller horses possessed ;consequently it was from other sourcesthat improvement in the smaller breedswas commenced. The Crusades offered an opportunity The horses of the to the warriors who left this country for Saracens,the Holy Land to note the excellence ofthe horses ridden by the Saracens ; andon their return to this country manyAsiatic horses found their way to Eng-land, and became the progenitors of thatstock whose descendants, in the days ofthe first Stuart, and later on, were ableto contend on the race-course. The advent of the Crusaders' foreignhorses to England was the first stepwhich led to the introduction of

greaterquality to the English light-bred horses and to the improvement of heavy types; 3



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 34 THE HOESE. and is the first authentic record in es-tablishing the fact of the importation ofan exact type of horse. These wereAsiatic horses which were purchased byBritish warriors, or taken in battle, andmost likely were selected for their goodforms and qualities, and came from thesame or similar stock through which theimportation importations of Charles II. descended. of Eastern horses.          They were Eastern horses—were Barbs, Turks, Arabs, and Persians, and many ofthese types in the East have retained theirsplendid characteristics through a thousandyears. They were, as they are now, small,that is, not more than fourteen handsand a half high, but it was due

to theseanimals that the English pony increasedin size, and the charger gained quality.On the continent years previously to



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 35 THE HORSE. the Crusade period, the Turks had beencelebrated for their breed of horses, andvarious authentic accounts have reachedus relative to the beauty and fleetnessof the Turkish horse. It is needless torecount the fabulous story of the maresbelonging to the prophet Mahomet ; but The horses of fo °               ^ r                           '           Mahomet. suffice it to repeat that the Eastern horsewas celebrated for his eminent qualifi-cations in prose and verse six hundredyears after the Christian era. Thisestablishes the fact that in Central Asiaand Southern Europe Mahomet and hisarmy were supplied with a goodly arrayof splendid horses, horses destined throughtheir

descendants to improve the coarsertypes of the equine race throughoutEurope, and for England in particular. The horses brought to this country 3 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 36                         THE HORSE. by the crusaders had most likely de-rectly descended from the stock withwhich Mahomet and his followers hadwaged war, and this, taken into conside-ration with other facts soon to be ex-posed, proves that it was from theQuality in ail Eastern horse England originally derived of British the quality now to be noticed through-horsesobtained from out the whole range of her equine Eastern horses.          breeds. For the tournament, the light Arablooking horses imported by the crusaderswould have been useless. For this pas-time heavy horses were imported, and itwas from intermixture between these twotypes that quality was obtained and greatsize conserved.

Upon such steeds thewarriors of old faced their enemies in thebattlefield and on the titlting ground



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 37 THE HOBSE. encased in armour so weighty that itsometimes demanded the assistance oftwo squires to mount them. Chargers of great size were importedby the Anglo-Normans, Plantagenets,and Tudors, from Flanders and Lom-bardy, and Chaucer thus sings the praisesof this equine type: For it so high was and so broad and long,So well proportioned for to be so strong,Eight as it were a steed of Lombardy. Before the great horse the race ofponies gradually receded ; the small ani-mals were mated with imported weight-carriers, and thus the standard of heightwas raised from eleven to fourteen if notfifteen hands, for we find that during the Laws passedreign of Henry VIII. a law was

passed the breeding of large which enacted that no stallion less than horses.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 38                         THE HORSE. fifteen hands and no mare less thanthirteen hands should run wild in thecountry. A colt two years old andunder eleven hands and a half high wasnot permitted to run on any moor, forest,or common where mares were pastured,and at Michaelmastide the neighbour-Orders to ing magistrates were ordered to drive all slaughter small horses forests and commons and not onlv to and " unlikely                                                                                    •' tlta-"            destroy such stallions but also "all un- likely tits, whether mares or foals." Itwas further ordered that all prelates andnobles, and all those " whose wives worevelvet bonnets, should leap and rideupon stallions

not less than fifteen handshigh, and in Edward VI.'s reign a lawwas passed prohibiting the importationof stallions below fourteen hands andmares below thirteen hands high.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          39 It is certain, therefore, that in 1550great attention was bestowed by English-men in securing a better type of horsethan had previously existed, althoughthe progress to perfection was verygradual, as we learn from Blundervillewho lived in the days of Queen Elizabeth Horses of J                                                 England that two classes of horse existed in the rising Eliza-beth s reign. country — " very indifferent, strong,slow, heavy draught horses, or light andweak;" and it is, moreover, a notoriousfact that during this reign horses werescarce. Whether this was caused by thedestruction of " the unlikely tits," duringher father's reign and afterwards, cannotbe

determined. But history informs us ofthe scanty and meagre display the Britishcavalry made at Tilbury Fort when assem-bled there to be inspected by Elizabeth.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 40 THE HORSE. During this reign private matches were often run for; and ladies of high rank who had been accustomed to ride by the side of gentlemen on pillions, which practice was soon discontinued Introduction after the introduction of vehicles toof carriages. carry people by the Earl of Arundel,1580. Lumbering horses were first attachedto these primary heavy carriages. Thethen novelty caused most of the noblesand the rich " to set their Pickfords,"which ultimately led to better designsin the constructions of caiTiages, and toan increased demand for active horses.So great, we learn, was the demand forcarriages, and horses to draw them, thata Bill was introduced into the House

ofLords "to restrain the superfluous and



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 41 THE HOUSE. excessive use of coaches;" and althoughthe Bill was never passed, an inspectionof former statutes for the promotion ofan improved breed of horses was ordered,which resulted in causing the perpetu-ation of the antiquated custom of pillionriding. But there is no doubt that theintroduction of carriages acted as apowerful incentive to the propagation ofactive horses. The pillion was suitedto the back of a heavy, slow animal, butnot to that of an active nag, the kind ofhorse whose services were sought alikefor the carriage and the chase. Battles being fought with artillery,rendered heavy armour defenceless, whichwas consequently reduced to a light de-scription, was only

partially adopted andthen more for ornament than use. The



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 42                         THE HORSE. man with a light breastplate and helmet nolonger needed a cart-horse to carry him.As the weight of armour decreased, theponderous and inactive chai'ger lost hisoccupation, and was superseded by amore agile animal. During Elizabeth's reign the tourna-ment was on the wane, and the insti-tution of private race meetings, ultimatelyto be followed by public ones, gave thefinishing stroke to the old pastime andan extra impetus to the propagation ofhorses adapted for racing purposes. It was not, however, until James I.ascended the throne that horse-racing waslegally established, in which pursuit thismonarch took great interest, and wasthe first to introduce

into England ahorse known to be a pure Arabian stal- The occupa-tion of thetournamenthorse on thewane. Horse-racing legally established.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be .... THE HORSE.                          43 lion, which he purchased of a Mr. Mark- First recorded importation ham for five hundred guineas. We pos- °* *S Ariibian °                            r        stallion. sess no record of this animal's produce,but the fact proves that the promotersof racing recognised in the Eastern horsethe type of animal they required to im-prove the common stock, although thegreat qualifications of such horses hadthen only been partially established; forwe find Gervase Markham praises theEnglish-bred horse of this period asbeing superior to those of other countries:" I do daily find in mine experience thatthe virtue, goodness, boldness, swiftness,and endurance of our true-

bred Englishhorses is equal with any race of horseswhatsoever," and accuses those of igno-rance who have made assertions to thecontrary.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 44 THE HORSE. " The true English horse is tall ofstature and large proportions ; his head,though not so fine as the Barbarie or theTurkes, yet is lean, long, and well-fashioned," &c. Again, " For swiftness what nationhas brought forth that horse which hasexceeded the English? TV hen the bestBarbaries that ever were in their prime,I saw them overrune by a black hobbieat Salisbury, and yet that black hobbiewas overrunne by a horse called Valen-tine, which Valentine neither in huntingor running was ever equalled, yet was aplain-bred horse both by syre and dam.Again, for infinite labour, as long en-durance, which is to be desired in ourhunting matches, I have not seen anyhorse to

compare with the English. He Markham'sopinioD ofthe " true-bred " Eng-lish horse ofthis period.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          45 is of tolerable shape, strong, valiant, anddurable." The kind of horse alluded to wasevidently the production of cross breed-ing and most likely descended on oneside from stock brought from Palestineby the Crusaders. Our ancestors at Our ancestors kept no this period had never kept an ac- acc?untof x                                                    l                            equine count of how they bred their horses, relation8hlP-therefore it was impossible for them todetermine the exact relationship of in-dividual specimens, or whence goodform and excellent qualities were de-rived. It was during the first Stuart's reignthat a " distinction was drawn betweenrace-horses and

common stock by patronsof the turf, who selected the most dis-tinguished runners of both sexes, and



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 46 THE HORSE. classified them as professional race-horses." At this epoch public races were for-mally gazetted, and meetings were heldat Garterly in Yorkshire, at Croydon, andTheobald's Enfield Chase ; horses weretrained. " Ten stone was the standardweight" for riders, who were weighedbefore and after a race, as at the presentday. During James I.'s reign racing began to be somewhat extensively cultivated, which led to the necessity for the crea- incentive to tion of fleeter horses than those destined the breeding of fleet          to draw the carriages of the rich and to horses.                                                      ° carry on a pillion a man and his wife.The coach and racing saddle as

yearsrolled on demanded active horses, and itwas soon discovered that the type required



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          47 for the improvement of the British breeds of horses could alone be obtained from Eastern sources, whence it was introduced during a succession of years. James the First's Arabian, D'Arcey's White Turk, brought from the Northern coast of Africa by Pace, afterwards Master of the Horse to Cromwell ; the Selaby Turk imported by the Duke of Buckingham, and ' the Morocco Barb by Lord Fairfax, &c. These were the days during which a great advance was made in the creation of swift horses ; and from the works written about this period it is evident that the breeding of heavy horses was a declining pursuit, for we find Lord Har- legh lamenting " the

visible diminution " of the old stock known as " the great diminution of " the greathorse."                                                                                horse."



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 48                          THE HORSE. During Charles I.'s reign the propa-gation of light and rapid horses wasencouraged to so great an extent as toPresentation cause the presentation of a memorial to of a memorial to Charles i. that prince, stating that the breed of lamenting the             *                         ° aTpe-anctof stout and powerful horses, "fit for the stout horses -, n                 « ,,                   ,i»                 tii fit for the detence ot the country, was likely defence of the country. to disappear unless measures wereadopted to encourage the propagation" of this useful and important type ofhorse." The occupation of the tournamenthorse had gone ; that of the pack-horsehad partially disappeared ; the turf

hausurped the place of the tilting-yard ;the coach had removed a portion of thepack from the horse's back ; the orderof the day was for swift gallopers, andevery means by cross breeding and
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The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOESE.                          49 foreign importations was resorted to inorder to effect the creation of horses," who looked as though the speed ofthought were in their limbs." Fromsuch ancestors the British thorough-bredhas descended. During the civil wars, therefore, thelove of horse-racing smouldered inthe minds of Englishmen, but did notbreak out into full flame until after theRestoration, when it fell to the lot ofCharles II. to become one of the most Charles n. the first great distinguished patrons the turf has ever ^pt^erofJknown. He established the course atNewmarket, built a palace and stablesthere, organised the meeting at DatchetMead near Windsor, and was, during hisreign, the largest single

handed im-porter of Oriental horses. 4



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 50                         THE HORSE. In 1667 the Duke of Newcastle pub-lished his work on horsemanship, whichhe dedicated to Charles II.; and it wasin great measure owing to the impres-sion the contents of this book had uponthe mind of Charles and his courtiersthat agents were sent to distant coun-tries to procure Oriental horses. TheDuke having been exiled during the Com-monwealth, visited various countries, andin so doing was enabled to note the pe-culiarities of equine stock in individualcountries, and from amongst them heselected the Barb as his ideal of whata horse should be. He writes, " TheBarbary horses, I freely confess, are myfavourites, and I allow them the prefer-ence as to shape,

strength, natural air, anddocility. Mountain Barbes are horses of



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          51 the best courage ; many of them bearthe marks of wounds they have receivedfrom lions " And in giving advice re-lative to the improvement of the thenexisting breeds in England, the Dukeevidently saw the importance of crossbreeding, and noticed what great carewas demanded in selection of parentsby those about to establish stud farms.He writes, " The best stallion is a well- His advice relative to chosen Barb or beautiful Spanish horse. *^e selectic r                              of parents. Some people pretend that a Barb or Genet produces too small a bi'eed. There is no fear of having too small horses in England, since the moisture of the climate and the fatness of the land

rather produces horses too large. In the choice of breeding mares I would advise you either to take a well-shaped Spanish or 4 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 52 THE HORSE. Neapolitan. When these are not easilyobtained, then a beautiful English mareof a good colour and well marked." The Duke of Newcastle was the most conspicuous English horseman of his day, and it was through his advice that Charles's agents made their selections. importation They procured Oriental stallions and of Oriental horses.          mares, Barbs, Turks, Persians, and Ara- bians, which animals soon became theinmates of the royal stables ; and in ashort time Charles was the owner ofthe finest equine breeding establish-ments in the world, and was the first toput in motion the animal machinerywhich has ever since retained its im-pression in the propagation of the Eng-lish

blood-horse. From the above it is evident that at



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 53 THE HORSE. the time Charles was founding his cele-brated stud, Barbary, Spanish, or Turk-ish horses were imported to fill the royalstables, and that previously to thisperiod English horses of quality, suchas Valentine, mentioned by Markham,were running on the turf, and " beautifulmares " were to be found as the dams offuture stock. Those animals that wereknown winners, we may assume withoutfear of contradiction, were mated with Oriental horses mated the Oriental importations, whose off- ^d^ook.ah'spring formed the root from which ourpresent thorough-breds have derived theirorigin. The successive sovereigns of the Houseof Stuart kept magnificent studs andemployed agents to

purchase horses ofva uable Oriental blood. We possess no



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 54                         THE HOESE. record of the pedigree of these animals,,although we are well aware that fromthem our blood-horse has been manu-factured, the " Stud Book" was notissued until 1808, since which period aregular account of so called thorough-bred horses has been kept ; and in inves-tigating the early issues of the " Calen-dar " we find that the English racer has,Descent of without a single exception, descended the thorough-bred,            from Barbs, Turkish, Persian, or Arabian stallions and from Barbs, Arabians, orroyal mares. Great difference of opinion exists re-lative to the exact pedigree of the Orien-tal horses imported by the Stuarts. Thegreat authority, the late Admiral

Rous,considered them to be of " the purestbreed of the desert, were Arabian horses



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 55 THE HORSE. bought in Constantinople or Hungary, Admiral Boris's opinion and had descended as 'a pure' Eastern of the Eastern 1                                 horses im- ' exotic,' whose pedigree could be traced g^S^ thefor two thousand years, the son of ArabiaDeserta, without a drop of English bloodin his veins." Very important qualities have beenderived from the Arab, but the Arabmade his mark upon improved stock,upon animals with English blood intheir veins, and possessing at the sametime qualities produced by Barbs, Turksand Persians. Many people talk about blood ; ofcourse it is only a word to indicate thatcertain quality belongs to a horse. Ofwhat does it consist, or what leads us todiscover

the difference between a coarseand well-bred animal ? In the external



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 56                         THE HORSE. configuration, in the elegance of shape,which cannot be attained unless everypart of the body be well proportionedthe one to the other. Both beauty andFormation strength are evidenced by proportion, and not blood.                  °                                    J r r according to the extant and degree ofproportion velocity and endurance isensured. Instances have occurred inwhich horses have alternately beaten eachother on different courses, the short com-pact horse proving himself victorious overhilly and heavy ground, the one possessedof length being successful on the flat. It was recognised in the time of theStuarts that the English racer was aclumsy looking animal in

comparisonwith the Barb or Turk. He was strong,and, in some instances, of large build, butdid not possess the elegant form of the



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          57 Barb, neither was he able to hold his * own with him on the race-course. It was, however, thought by our an- The patri-archs of thecestors that the agile and graceful form turf. of the Eastern horse, if combined withEnglish stock, would produce a betteranimal than either parents. This com-bination, as we all know, resulted insuccess, and was effected by such horsesas the Helmsley Turk, Byerly Turk,Pace's White Turk, D'Arcy's White Turk,Selaby Turk, &c, and by numerousBarbary stallions, especially by Dods-worth, Carwen, Bay Barb, Greyhound,the Compton Barb, and the ToulouseBarb. The first cross possessed much ofthe quality of the Eastern sire combinedwith the

stamina of the coarser stock.The breed of horses which the Stuarts



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 58                          THE HORSE. found in this country furnished theparent stock for the English racer, bygiving the superior size and proportionof moving parts, the Barbs and Turkssupplying the locomotive system, theone in request when fleetness of limbwas demanded ; and although the East-ern horses did not directly create thethorough-bred of to-day, they caused thegreat move which led to his creation, byintroducing the material to which thegreater quality combinations effected byArabs was afterwards introduced. ? The history of the past cannot lead usto agree with Admiral Rous in his asser-tion that the thorough-breds of to-dayhave descended in a direct line from pureArabs, " as pure exotics

without a singledrop of English blood in their veins."



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOESE.                          59 Although the Admiral recognised howimportant it was " in in-breeding, fromman downwards, to obtain a fresh cross ofgood blood," yet he. was unwilling toadmit that unless the Barbs and Turks Admiral Bona on Barbs had hied from the desert they could not and Turks-have given the impress they did to theequine stock of this country. Lessons in physiology have taught ustimes out of number that superior breedsare developed, not by breeding within adistinct circle, but by intercourse derived Cross breeding. from outside sources. It was thus theroyal mares of Charles II. and the nativeborn English mares when mated withTurks and Barbs, represented that inter-mixture in

which physiologists have toldus to anticipate success. It is almost impossible to understand



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 60                         THE HORSE. how Admiral Rous, with the knowledgehe possessed, could have asserted that allthe horses imported from the East duringthe Stuart dynasty were pure bred Ara-bians of the desert, whose pedigree couldbe traced back two thousand years, andthat "the English race-horse both onmale and female sides had descendedfrom these animals."Barbs and          jf js generally admitted by travellers Arabians dis-                                                                    * tinot breeds. that great differences exist betweenBarbs and Arabians. The Duke ofNewcastle, in his work recently referredto, evidently drew a great distinctionbetween a Barbary and an Arabian horse,and gave his preference to

the Barb.Even at the present day we find dis-tinctions made, not only between horsesbred in different countries, but also be-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOESE.                          61 tween the various tribes of Arabianhorses. Therefore it would be very diffi-cult to prove the truth of Admiral Rous'sassertion that "the English race-horse,both on male and female sides, had de-scended from pure-bred Arabians." Mr. Blunt, in the September issue of Biunt's his-tory of the the "Nineteenth Century," 1880, very ^8hblocdistinctly gives the history of the Englishthorough-bred. " It was not till theStuart Restoration that the foundationof the present thorough-bred was laid byCharles II., who, by his connection withSangier, his Queen's dowry, obtainedcertain Barb mares of a quality superiorto anything hitherto imported for theRo}Tal stud, and which as "Royalmares

"form the foundation of the English StudBook. That some of these Royal mares



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 62 THE HORSE. may have been true Arabians is possible,though there is no evidence to show this ;for Charles seems to have sent agents tothe Levant as well as to Barbary, and weknow that the Levant Company was thenalready established at Aleppo, whereEnglish merchants would be in easycommunication with the north ArabianDesert. At the same time Eastern bloodwas being rapidly introduced in the maleline through the Turkish Barb and Arabsires purchased by these very merchantsin different parts of the Mediterranean,and the produce of these sires, partlyfrom Royal and partly from native mares,whose produce was constantly crossedand re-crossed with Arabian or quasi-Arabian blood,

became accepted generallyas a thorough-bred." No evidenceto show thatthe Royalmares werepure-bredArabians.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 63 THE HORSE. If one fact has been impressed more By cross breeding the upon the minds of breeders than an- British race- x                                                                                          horse has other it is that all the improved J^ff ^breeds of domestic animals owe theirexcellence not to cohabitation within adistinct line of the same family, but co-admixture with other breeds, and to thisgeneral rule the British race-horse hasbeen no exception. In 1618 Michael Barrett noticed thebenefit that arose from cross breeding:" Although the Spanish Genet and Irish Barrett's °               x                                                 evidence. Hobby, and the Arabian courser are heldboth by Maister Blunderville and

MaisterMarkham to be the chief for pacing andneat action, there is the bastard stallionbegotten by one of them on our Englishmares, which doth exceed either of them *in toughness," &c. The good effect of



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 64 THE HORSE. cross breeding was noticed so long ago as1618, and no doubt the writings of sucha man as Barrett did much to leadbreeders to resort to those principleswhich he suggested as likely to result insuccess. The first crosses from Barbs and Turkswere " good enough to run away fromthe garrans of that era" (Rous), butswifter horses were yet to be obtainedfor Old England, and by mere accident;for previously to Queen Anne's reign aprejudice in England existed againstArab blood, which was effectually re-moved when Darley in 1715 purchasedof his brother, then residing in Aleppo,the Darley Arabian who was the sire ofFlying Childers, "the fastest horse overa long distance that ever ran."



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          65 In 1725 the Godolphin Barb, com- The Godolphin monly called Arabian, was brought to Arabian-these shores, and from these two horsesour most distinguished racers have de-scended. The Godolphin by manyauthorities is said to have been a Barb ;at any rate he was of uncertain caste.He was purchased out of a water-cart inParis from a person unacquainted withhis pedigree, but whether Barb or Arabmatters little. That all these importedhorses were of Oriental descent is certain,that they possessed agile forms and racingqualities in their day cannot be denied.Our forefathers imported them to improvethe then existing breed of racers, andthey were not selected on

account ofwhat we inaccurately call blood, butbecause they exhibited external configu- 5



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 66                         THE HORSE. ration indicative of fleetness of limb, andof endurance. Upon this strain, produced from suchanimals, the Darley and Godolphin Ara-bians gave those excellent impressionswhich have ever since been sustained. For the English horse the Tudors at-tempted to obtain greater size, to whichthe Stuarts introduced quality in theWhat our shape of the Turk and Barb. For this ancestors did from the days improved English-born breed the two of the Tudors       r                     ° termination celebrated Arabians above mentioneddynasty. produced almost perfection, " that is, theAsiatic horses failed to effect any im-provement beyond Avhat existed, or thesame class of horse which

originally hadbeen landed in this country, was not of thesame quality as their predecessors. Andthis possibly was the fact, as in 1750



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          67 Osmer writes : " Accurate observers musthave noticed that the greater part ofhorses brought to this countiy as Barbsand Arabians have exhibited a palpabledeficiency in the points contributing tostrength and the want of general sub-stance ; they are more or less dispro-portioned, crooked, and deformed insome part or other ; though their shoul-ders exceedingly incline backwards, yettheir forelegs stand very much underthem. The Godolphin Arabian, when Isaw him, stood bent at knees, with hisforelegs trembling under him." Again another author complains, 1770: Opinions on the immediate " The immediate (uncrossed) descendants ae°c°®sdea^tsof Eastern horses have

of late years, horses.6"almost without exception, proved so de-ficient that our breeders will no more 5 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 68 THE HOKSE. have recourse to them than the farmerwould to the natural oat, which is littlebetter that a weed, to produce a samplethat should rival that of his neighbourin the market. Were the finest East-ern horse that could be procured broughtto the starting-post at Newmarket, withthe advantage of English training toboot, he would have no chance at anyweight or for any distance with even asecond-rate English race-horse." Such was the opinion entertained in1770 relative to the immediate descen-dants of Asiatic horses, and it can beDefects in easily explained how failure resulted progeny caused by from the cohabitation complained of. in and in                                                                            *

breeding. j^Q same family had been bred from,within the same lineal descent, horses hadbeen propagated; and although our fore-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          69 fathers even at that day knew that inand in breeding, alike in man and animals,produced ill effects in progeny, and thata cross from a distinct family was pro-ductive of good results, evidence ofwhich had been before their eyes dailyfor century, yet they did not recognisethat the perpetual use of Oriental stal-lions mated to similar bred mares mustin the long run, as it did, terminate inthe production of useless race-horses.The good form which might have existedprimarily ultimately decayed by closebreeding in the same family, whereasamong the cross-bred animals, the "se-cond rate English i*ace-horse, who couldbeat them at any weight and for any The cross- 1/0                   

* bred horse distance,"—and why ? because he had ffil]S-acquired size and greater development of



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be "1 70                          THE HOKSE. locomotive organs than his early pro-genitor the Oriental horse, the one" little better than a wild oat," yet thewild oat had originally assisted in produc-tion of the fine specimens which Englandof 1770 could boast such great things.Walker on          Walker in his book on intermarriage inter-marriage, writes : " The native breed of English horses formed the parent stock of theEnglish racer, by furnishing the posteriorseries of organs directly and indirectly,and especially superior size and propor-tion of moving parts, and the Asiatichorse did the rest by furnishing the an-terior series of organs ; the forehead, theorgans of sense, and the fourth applica-tion, action, the vital system,

and densityof fibre," &c. The good results of thesecrosses can be illustrated by facts.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          71 " To a cross with the Byerly Turk,we are indebted for the Herod andHighflyer organisation; to the GodolphinArabian, said to be a Barb, for theMatchem organisation; to the DarleyArabian for the Flying Childers andEclipse organisation; and to the WellesleyArabian, believed to be a Persian, forwhat is said to be the only advantagegained to the English race-horse by aforeign cross in later years." " On the good effects of crossing,"Cline writes, " we are told that the great Cline on the °           improTement impi-ovement in the breed of horses in ofhor3egeedsEngland arose from crossing with thosediminutive stallions, Barbs and Arabians;the introduction of mares from

Flandersinto this country was the source of im-provement in the breed of cart-horses."



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 72 THE HOKSK. How was it these Barbary, Turkish,and Arabian horses operated so success-fully in producing race-horses ? By meansof their good blood, many reply ; as ifblood had anything in the world to do withit. Well-propoi'tioned locomotive parts,inclined shoulders, legs and joints in pro-portion, carcase strong and chest deep,thighs well let down, constitute forma-tions calculated to insure animals ofrapid locomotion and of endurance ; andthese good qualities did not exist in race-horses of James the First's time, but didduring the reign of Queen Anne. The light and active Oriental horsestamped his impression upon royal andnative bred English mares, from whomdescended the race-horse of 1750,

whichat this date our forefathers discarded as



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          73 a useless progenitor of stock, because hefailed to produce such good horses asthe manufactured English racer did. Hisoccupation had gone, and at the end oflast century very few Asiatic horses wereimported, as their performance on theturf never brought credit to their owners.They never have been able to beat anEnglish race-horse on any ground in theworld. At the end of last century and thebeginning of this, half-bred horses con-stantly appeared on the turf; but sincethe foundation of the "Racing Calendar"the thorough-bred has, with very fewexceptions, alone figured at our racemeetings, and his pedigree has been Pedigrees ° '                         r &                             

thorough- clearly kept, so that we have been enabled breds"during the past eighty years to trace his



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 74 THE HOUSE. " family lines" at a glance; and doesnot reference to the " Blue Book" tellus a tale the exact meaning of which wefail to comprehend ? In 1750 we had produced, by crossing,a race-horse so perfect that it was dis-covered to be detrimental to continuethe application of Oriental horses to ex-isting breeds. What have we doneWe continue since ? We have continued to breed to breed within the within the strain made perfect one hun- same strain                                                            A years ago.60* ure(l years ago, without having recourseto the inoculation which did so muchgood when Admiral Rous' s garrans wererunning. Perhaps up to the presenttime we have been able to breed

goodhorses, but of late years; and manyhorsemen assert that we do not possesssuch good horses now as we did sixty



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 75 THE HORSE. years ago, that they lack endurance, andthat there is not a race-horse living whocould run a six miles course in anyform. Two hundred years ago theydid. In 1676 a race was run on Winchesterdowns, " none but gentlemen to ride,four mile heats, fourteen stone was theweight up without the saddle, and four-teen stone two pounds and a half with."And during last century the majority ofroyal plates were given to six year oldhorses, carrying twelve stone; and theDuke of Rutland, owner of Bonny Black, the best mare of her day for a long Long dis-tances and distance, in 1719 challenged all the world heavr °                                 weights to run sixteen miles for one thousand

Century.aSpounds." This mare was by Black Harryby the Byerley Turk out of a mare by



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 76                          THE HOKSK. a Persian stallion. In this instance wehave demonstration of the good effectsproduced by cross breeding. Certainlywe do not now test our horses' powersof endurance. We act in utter oppo-sition to the system which our ancestorsconsidered necessary to produce horsesof fleetness and endurance. What hasTheeviiuof led to its occurrence ? The gambling gambling. table has created a lust for gain, menhave been led, to think that on the racecourse fortunes could be made per saltum.They raced formerly matured horses atlong distances. The prompter who heldthe dice box in his hand suggested thathorses ought to be brought out sooner ;that three year olds might with

advan-tage perform on the turf; that muchtime and money would be saved if it



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 77 THE HOESE. were so ordained. It became the orderof the day; but these young animals wereunable to run the four-mile courses. Itwas then suggested that the length ofthe course should be reduced so thatthe }roung animals could do the journeywithout evincing symptoms of distress ;it was reduced, and then it was thoughttwo year olds might perform. They did : Th0 orneity c r                              J          > of racing but the distance proved too long1 for jmmatare >-                                  a             horses. them, and consequently courses little lessthan half a mile, is a platform uponwhich racing men delight to see theirtoo youthful animals perform. Our American brothers, imbued as theyare with the same

love of horses as our-selves, adhere in many respects to rhesame principle our fathers adopted, " bybreeding only from stallions which could



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 78                          THE HOESE. stay a distance, and very naturally,"writes Admiral Rous, " when all theirgreat prizes and matches vary from twoto four miles. We played the samegame until the commencement of thiscentury, but when great stakes weremade for shorter distances, it was soonascertained that the sons of stout oldstallions could not win a two thousandguineas stake against the blood of RubensCastrel, and Selim." And what hasbeen the effect of short distance coursesupon the breeds of British horses ?That horses do not at the present daypossess so much stamina as they did atthe beginning of the century. According to Admiral Rous's account,when a large prize was offered for a

shortrace it would have been ridiculous to



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                       79 have supposed that racing men wouldbreed horses of stamina, when it hadbeen demonstrated that the "sons ofstout stallions" could not win a stakeagainst " lighter bred horses." Althoughsuch is the fact, it proves, so far asthe racer is concerned, that we are notbreeding the stout animals our grand-fathers did, and for the simple reasontha+, the demand creates the supply forlight-bred animals; and this and suchcontinued system of breeding directlytends to produce animals deficient instamina, and militates against the propa-gation of stout stallions capable of im-proving our coarser breeds. The introduction of short courses for short courses promote the young animals has

produced these evils, creation, of "        °                            *                                        ' horses and the Mephistophiles of the gambling dJ^in



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 80 THE HORSE. table was the first to suggest that con-cessions should be made to accommodatethe dice-box transactions. As long aslong distances were the order of the daymatured horses and of stamina were aloneable to contend, but in short journeysa light built animal will race down onestoutly made. Many a two year oldweed can beat a well-proportioned horseover half a mile, but increase the distanceto three miles and the tables will atwhich is the once be reversed. Which is the more more useful animal of the usefui animal of the two ? which one is two—the the stoutly capable of the greater endurance ? which built racer?                    .,                       .                                     .            r one will

make the best progenitor 01stock ? There can be but one answer. What has instigated this system tobreed light horses ? Why the gamblingtable, which at first was contented to



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 81 THE HORSE. cause only matured horses to perform onthe race-course; but later on the lust formoney prompted those careless of evilconsequences to enter young animals torun before their bones were set, beforethe tissues of their bodies were fullydeveloped ; and yet racing men want usto believe that such a system is calculatedto improve our breeds of horses. Ninety-nine men out of one hundred Ninety-nine men out of who attend race-meetings for the purpose °"tee]k|I"aoedof betting are not interested in the wel- ^soif8 °rfare of horses. The horse to them is an betting.item whereby they expect to makemoney. A roped course without a bet-ting ring would not allure them to itsconfines, but a

dice-box attracts them asa loadstone a needle ; its magnetic in-fluence enslaves patrician and plebeian



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 82                          THE HORSE. alike ; they may be ignorant, and usuallyare, of the qualities proper to a good horse,and yet we find such people backing theiropinions with money on a subject aboutwhich they possess little if any knowledge. What does this thirst for gamblinglead to ? The aristocrat often forfeits hisbroad acres, and attempts with the littleproperty left to borrow money in orderto enable him to recover his estates bythe same which caused his first loss.Alas ! Vana spe illusit imago ! Many of us could report how manyan Oxford undergraduate's career hasbeen marred by the love of gambling.How often the retired coachman who hasaccumulated property, or has been leftsufficient money by

his previous em-ployer to keep the frowns of the world



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                     83 from his life home, invests in " goodthings," which turn out to be bad onesimmediately after the numbers have been"run up." A feeling against gambling evidentlypervades all classes, so much so that alaw has been passed prohibiting the ex-istence of betting houses in England, andagainst the poorer classes congregating inthoroughfares for the purpose of layingand giving odds; and would the publicgenerally recognise the fact that gam- Gambling J             °                                         b          acts most bling not only injuriously affected those j^^*0dabbling in its meshes, but also the horse, and improve- , .                                                    it               ment of the innocent cause

01 so much disaster, British-bred] horses. the rattle of the dice-box would perhaps,to a certain extent cease, to the benefit ofman, and the permanent welfare and im-provement of the British breeds of horses. 6 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 84 THE HORSE. No scarcity of race-horses exists inthis country, as our everyday race meet-ings testify, but the demand for generalutility horses far exceeds the supply ;and this has been produced by theenergy and capital of horsemen beingdiverted from the legitimate undertakingof propagating useful animals to that ofGeneral         speculative race-horse breeding. Out of utility horses irTracing every thirty foals born, does more thanone pull out a winner, or even an animalof stamina ? and if these creatures donot prove runners, of what value arethey for saddle or harness ? Of farless worth than the weight-carrier orbrougham-horse, the supply of which westand greatly in need; and although thematerials

are at our elbows awaiting use,we refuse to employ them, and this



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOESE.                          85 because the betting ring exalts the price of yearling blood stock. The price In buying racing stock realised at our public auction marts for eJ^[LpBt"blood colts sixteen months old, by no ha^found6 .....          -          " the right means represents their intrinsic value ; thing."they command large prices because pur-chasers expect them to turn out winners,and to be the means whereby to placelarge sums on the right side of theirledgers. The race-course acts as an adjuvant inthe production of horses, but in doingso propagates only the racing class, oneill-adapted for general utility purposes,and seldom good at any pace exceptgalloping, a movement seldom requiredfor the

carriage or van horse, and thoseanimals which assist in our everydaytraffic.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 86                         THE H0BSE. For commercial and purposes of plea-sure the useful breeds are much inrequest. So much are they in demandthat half the horses we employ hie fromthe continent. " 'Tis true 'tis pity, andpity 'tis 'tis true." Of what type are such animals ?Thorough-breds :—?Useful breeds 1. Heavy and light cart-horses for for purposes of commerce wa(r<r0nS and Vans,and pleasure.          °° 2.   Stiffset animals bred from betweennags and cart-horses or thickset nags totrot with heavy carts behind them. 3.   Light nags bred from half-bredmares, by thorough-bred or Arabianstallions. All the continental horses imported tothis country have been brought to theirpresent form by intermixture

with the



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 87 THE HORSE. English blood-horse, and by the same means they continue to improve their Continental ' horses native stocks, threatening, as before imProved-stated, to excel us in a few years. Ifthe German and the Frenchman canmanufacture good horses from materialsnot so good as our own, on the one side,and with ours on the other, for which hedoes not hesitate to pay a large figure,it needs no explanation from me tomake manifest a national suicidal policy.Our home-bred utility horses are superiorto those of the continent. The foreignerknows it, and where to purchase " what'swanting" in this country ; and by cross By cross °                              ' *             J             breeding with breeding and

careful selection of parents ?,nglish,°                                          *             thorough- produces horses which may be to-day re seen by the thousand drawing our metro-politan vehicles. A.re we not to learn



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 88 THK HORSE. a lesson from the continent ? If we donot, the day is not far distant when ourboasted superiority in horse-flesh willprove to be a delusion and a snare. The improvement obtained for British horses during the past three hundred years can be readily understood by any The lesson who will recognise facts. When Charles III that has been taught. ascended the throne the English race-horsewas easily beaten by his or other Orientalimportations, which became intermixedwith animals ranging in size from thesmall pony to the great horse ; and tothese classes they gave to their off-spring improved form and qualifications.This improved stock when mixedinter se produced a still better class

ofanimal, and in my belief obtained adegree of excellence which alone awaited



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 89 THE HOESE. the arrival of the Darley and GodolphinArabians, as far as the thorough-bredwas concerned, by a cross, to create almostperfection. For by tradition we learn that The horses *?                                     "                                                       of the past— Flying Childers was the fastest horse of gJJ*»beat his day over a long distance, and no horse that ever lived has before or since made the time Eclipse is said to have done. If such was the case we cannot boast that we now breed horses of the same metal. The first cross with Oriental horsesproduced a marked improvement; but bythe continuous reapplication of the samestrain, by intermixture between the Evils of in and in strain produced,

the faults consequent breedins-upon in and in breeding soon becamemanifest, and the British race-horse beganto lose those qualities which had been



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 90 THE HORSE. Eeoognised effected by the first or second crosses, bj" physio-logists,          'jjjg horsemen of that day recognised the deficiency but could not account for it.The knowledge of the physiology ofbreeding was not understood by them,and few horsemen understand it betternow; and had it not been for the acci-dental importation of the Darley andGodolphin Arabians, we should not nowbe able to boast of possessing the bestbreeds of horses in the world. Admiral Rous, although knowing thebenefit of judicious crossing, could notrecognise it in the thorough-bred. Theroyal mares of Charles, and the numerousimported Oriental horses were all aliketo him ; they were pure-bred animalsof the desert, "

without a single drop oftionB.            English blood in their veins." But at



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 91 THE HORSE. the same time he observed the rare im-provement that had been effected, andhow the horse of to-day was superior inalmost if not every quality to those of thepast, so much so that he would not allowthat Flying Childers and Eclipse ever madethe time with which they are credited." The form of Flying Childers might win Admiral Rous J 6                            &                 on the form a thirty pound plate ; winner to be sold chMeragandfor forty pounds. Eclipse might pull G1Pse-through in a fifty pound plate ; winnerto be sold for two hundred pounds."This may be a strong opinion ; it isfounded on the fact that, " whereas, onehundred and fifty years ago, the Easternhorses and their cross were the best

andfastest in England, at this day a second-class race-horse can give five stone tothe best Arabian or Barb and beat him



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 92 THE HORSE. from one to twenty miles. I presumetherefore that the superiority of the Eng-lish horse has improved in that ratioabove the original stock." Such being the Admiral's opinion,1860, we naturally seek to learn howhe accounts for the " great superiority "which the English horse has attained. He attributes it to our " damp foggyclimate," combined with " good pastureand judicious management." He hasincreased in size, strength, and in vigour"in these damp foggy little islands," andalthough the Admiral speaks of the firstcross, &c, as producing our primaryfirst-class race-horse, in the next pagehe asserts that no cross ever occurred,and speaks of Turks, Barbs, and royalmares as pure Eastern

exotics and allows



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 93 THE HOUSE. no intermixture with the old Englishracing stock of James I.'s period. If climate and good pasture effectedall the improvement which Admiral Rousallows did occur, how was it that ante-cedent to the Charles II. day the poniesduring the Tudor epoch did not increasein size. The climate and pasture played climate and good pasture the same part then that it is said to couldnot . *                                                                     alone have] have played years later on; and surely improvementthe Tudors would not have caused laws Admiral Boas admits did to be passed for the slaughter of small occnr-horses and "unlikely tits " if they hadrecognised that good pastures and a hu-mid atmosphere would

have produced,greater size. The truth was that thesmall horses of England lacked freshcross, which did not occur until after theOriental importations ; and every physio-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 94                         THE HOUSE. logist knows that sometimes in a cross,when two animals are mated, their off-spring will attain greater size, strengthand vigour than either parents, and thiswill take place even if the colt duringearly periods of its existence be subjectedto injudicious management, or is fedupon food " far from good." The samewill take place again and again, so longas the selection of parents be made withcare ; and if the after-management bejudicious success will be certain.Climate and Good oats and rich pasture in a moist food plays a^r1tm.P°rtant climate play an important part in causingimprovemen . improvements in our breeds of animals toremain permanent ; but it never has norcould

produce a superiority of size un-less the materials for the production ofsize were at our disposal.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          95 The Turks and Barbs were importedto this country by accident, to affordamusement to the luxurious Charles andhis Court. Our ancestor's knowledge of the physi-ology of breeding was very limited ; hadit been more extensive we might havepossessed good practical information on Lack of A                                                        practical this important subject. But sufficient has ldn0e°srn0attionbeen handed down to enable us to recog- note how good ,                              effects have nise how great has been the improvement been ob-tained. in our breeds of horses, and in a degreehow these changes from bad to good havebeen effected. The Oriental horse by a cross

withEnglish-bred and other mares produceda change for the better, and continued todo so until our ancestors commencedtreading upon the dangerous ground of



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 96                         THK HORSE. in and in m an(j m breeding ; and when degeneracy breeding pro-                                    °                             °            J SnTralyin was noticed, and the writers of 1750denounced the Eastern horse as a uselessprogenitor of stock, the British stock hadbeen reinoculated with the same lymph,and cousins refused to propagate offspringso good as themselves. The law againstwhich nature ever sets her face had beenviolated. The only means whereby tomend matters existed in a recourse tothe same system which operated so suc-cessfully from the first impoi*tations ; andluckily, by accident, the Darley andGodolphin Arabians arrived, and gave a a cross of " fresh cross of good

blood," the good good blood to                                      b                                     ° the rescue. effects from which are to be noticedthroughout the breeds of all Britishhorses. Breeding within the same family was



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOESE.                          97 arrested, and Nature's wise laws wereassisted, when the English mares weremated with the progenitors of FlyingChilders and Eclipse. Almost all our famous breeds of do-mestic animals have been brought totheir present excellence, not by breedingin a direct line of the same family, butby continuous application of sources fromoutside ; and it has been the adoption ofthis system by which the thorough-bredhas been manufactured. We have arrived now, 1880, at a Do we n°t now breed, period similar to that of 1750, when the ^^mOriental horse was denounced, or in fact ^ch ^thm .                .                                     .                .        the same when in and in breeding was

impressing family?its degeneracy upon our equine stock ;and fortunately a remedy exists, by re-sorting to a " fresh cross of good blood." 7



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 98                         THR HORSE. Our ancestors were rescued from theirdilemma by the importations from Aleppoand Paris. Cannot we now, with allour boasted knowledge of good shape,&c, find better animals in Asia thanour grandfathers did ?The quaiifica- Many horsemen decry the good likely tionBofthe                      J                                   J             a                    J Arahmnhorse ^0 ke derived from the Arabian. Last disregarded. century he was the sire of splendid stock;so he would be now if the best male andfemale Kehilan specimens were selectedto mate with half-bred animals, so as toproduce a fine type of general utility horse,for saddle or light harness. Englishmen of' •              the present day do

not recognize the emi- nent qualifications of the Arab, but he isnot without supporters, and he has a verypowerful one in Mr. Blunt, who writesthus of him as a progenitor of stock :



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                          99 " He is less likely from the real purity Biunt's opinion of of his blood to get those strange sports of Arab horsiNature which are the curse of breeders,misshapen offspring recalling some ancientstain in not a stainless pedigree. Thetrue Arabian may be trusted to reproducehis kind after his own image and likeness,and of a particular type. It will rarelyhappen to the breeders of Arabians thata colt is born useless for any purpose inthe world, except, as they say, " to havehis throat cut, or be run in a hansom.Whether he be bred a race-horse or nothe will always find a market as long ascavalry is used in England or on the con-tinent. He is a cheap horse to breed,doing well on what

would starve anEnglish thorough-bred, and requiring less stable work from his docility. Above all, 7 *



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 100 THE HORSE. whatever diseases he may acquire in time,he starts now with a clean bill of health,inheriting none of those weaknesses whichbeset our present racing stock. Heendures cold as he endures heat, fastingas plenty, and hard work as idleness.Nothing comes to him amiss. For whatother creature under heaven can we saso much ?" The British thorough-bred, many assert,is perfection, that he cannot be improvedupon ; but of the general utility classthere is hardly a horseman who does re-cognise that of late years he has beengoing down hill, that he does not possessthe same stamina nor endurance as thehorses at the early part of the centurydid. If such be the case it can readily be The

Arabdoes not in-herit thoseweaknessescommon toEnglishracing stock. The generalutility horsenot so goodas he wasyears ago.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOHSE.                     101 understood that the demand for race-horses, or more properly subjects for thegambling table, has been great and thesupply greater ; that men breed horses togallop them into or sometimes out of afortune. The immediate lust for gainprompts them to abuse their younghorses before their bones are thoroughlycemented, before the tissues of theirbodies are half developed. At two yearsold they compel them to race with aweight on a back that ought not to carryany. And this, we are asked to believe, is D°es the racing of done with a view to improve the breeds j^JJI^fSU c i                     i ,i;. ivi                        ni             to their im> ot horses ; and this iaJse system will con-

pr0vement ftinue to nourish so long as two year oldraces and half mile courses are tolerated.The first step towards the improve-ment of our horses lies in the discontinu-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 102                     THE HOESB. ance of racing two year olds, and of earlytraining generally. Impossible toconditionimmatureanimals soeasily asadults. It is impossible for a man to conditionan animal for a three year old race sowell as he could a five year old, and for the simple reason that he has to workupon imperfect, that is unfinished ma-chinery. For two days previously toStock well running for the Derby he hadnot eaten an oat, caused by the sorenessof his gums consequent upon early den-tition, and we all remember he failed towin. The same story might be repeatedof other horses, who would have racedto the front had not slight maladies at-Juveniie tendant upon youth retarded their train- maladies re-

tard training. mg or operated against them on the day of trial. Nineteen out of every twenty colts



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 103 THE HORSE. who pass into the trainer's hands are un-able to withstand the ordeal they arecompelled to undergo ; breakdown, lace- Accidents consequent rated muscles, &c, unstring the harp of uP°n.early °                  A          training. a thousand cords, and the oft repeatedannouncement that such and such a colthas been struck out of his engagementsappears on the play-bill. The great authority, the late AdmiralRous, recognised the evils attendant upon, early training and short distance courses,he writes— " What we require is a national prize Admiral Bous of ?5,000 to be run for by four year olds i°ng course "              "                     tor four year and upwards, three miles, which might u^a^ginduce

horse-owners to show more mercyto young horses," in fact make a demandfor matured horses to run three or fourmiles distances, and the supply of stout



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 104 THE HORSE. ones will be forthcoming to obliteratefrom the racing programme early trainingand the running of immature animals. Institute larger stakes for longer dis-tances, and by this means horses will ingreat measure be presetted from acci-dents common to youth, and their powerswill then be conserved for greater featsthan this generation has seen. The English thorough-bred has, as be-fore stated, absorbed the attention of thenation to the exclusion of that dueamount of consideration that the generalutility horse deserved, and this, notbecause he was not much wanted, butowing to the eagerness with which mendevoted their energies to racing pursuits,to a degree which never could

haveoccurred had not the maddening influ- The Englishthorough-bred hasabsorbedtoo muchattention.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                     105 ence of the gambling diamond alwaysglittered in the betting ring. Are not the other breeds of Britishhorses more important to the nation in acommercial point of view ? They certainly are! Is it not therefore to our interest todirect our energies and our cash to thepropagation of horses better than thosethat weekly arrive from the continent andAmerica ? If years ago we had followed the ex- American horses. ample of our American brothers by theinstitution of trotting races, a stalwartbreed of carriage horses would beours. The Americans adhere to the system,like our ancestors, of breeding only fromstallions which can stay a distance. With



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 106 THE HORSE. this system they commenced, and havenever attempted to alter their plans, forlast century they imported from thiscountry a stout-built horse, Messenger,by Mambrino, who, "in 1768, was con-sidered a wonderfully fast trotter for arace-horse." — " Book of the Horse."Sidney's Mambrino was the grandson ofSampson, "the strongest horse," accordingto Laurence, " that ever raced before orsince his time." Messenger in Americabecame the progenitor of stock fromwhich some of the best trotters in theStates have descended. The Americans possess the means forthe propagation of the best horses in theworld through all their various types.Their great extent of country allows themto devote

large enclosed spaces for their Sampson,Mambrino,and Mes-senger. Americaabout to be-come thegreatesthorse-pro-ducingcountry.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HOBSE.                     107 brood-mares and youngsters to roamover, and during the severe winters theyare as well able to protect their stockfrom the inclemency of the weather aswe are. They have, with few exceptions,descended from the same horse-lovingfamilies as we English, who, in the daysof the Stuarts, did all in their power tocreate the fastest galloper. Whilst ourbrothers on the other side of the Atlantic America has manufactured have succeeded in manufacturing the the fastest °            trotters in most celebrated trotter in existence, they the world'like ourselves have been assisted in creat-ing their breeds of horses by Englishthorough-breds; but they have amalga-mated them with native

and cross-bredstock, and at this day think that moregeneral success is to be anticipated "bysticking to trotting lines, or taking tho-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 108 THE HORSE. rough blood with a strong trotting crossalready engrafted."Keiiogg, New " In the past, breeders who built largely York, on trot-ting strains. Up0n thorough-bred foundations have met little success in producing trotters, andhave either given up discouraged orchanged their plans; but already we seeoccasional instances where they did ex-cellent foundation work, though theyfinally condemned and discarded it. Itis not for a moment to be assumed thatall thorough-bred blood has more vitalPhysical or- force and perfect physical organization ganization of racing          than a high quality of trotting blood. strains.                                 n *         J                        ° Indeed, there is plenty of it not to

becompared in stamina with the best trot-ting blood. But there is no question thatmany animals from the best of the greatracing strains, such as come from Lex-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 109 THE HORSE. ington, Vandal, Australian, Yorkshire,Bonnie Scotland, &c, possess a physicalorganization suited to the continuance ofgreat effort at speed, which, if once con-verted successfully to the trotting action,would give us horses of power and capa-city surpassing any present demonstra-tion. Many breeders contend that this Failures and »                                                                    anticipations. has been tried and cannot be accom-plished, because there is an opposingnature in the thorough-bi'ed, fixed andestablished by continuous breeding, thatannuls the less established inheritance ofthe trotter, and fails to yield to it. Mani-festly, past experience mainly, almost en-tirely, confirms that view. But

as a moreestablished inheritance is effected in thetrotter, a stronger power contends withthe action of the thorough-bred, and the



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 110 THE HORSE. circumstances are altered. Hence weare occasionally beginning to find weightenough in the trotting end of the scaleto tip the beam that way. When, if ever,it can be done, as we believe it will be,with sufficient frequency to pay for at-tempting it, we anticipate much generalimprovement in the capacity of trottingSires, to pro- stock; but for the present it is safe to duce trotters, must be assume that more general success will be selected from trotting         na(j W sticking to trotting lines, or taking strains, not                  •>                 ~                       °                                ° rooghbiood. tne thorough blood with a strong trottingcross already engrafted." The American trotting strains may notnow be

improved upon by intercoursewith the English thorough-bred, but thepure-bred Arabian, with his movementson the trot and walk, always better thanthe British racer, and in many instances



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                        Ill an animal of fast and good trotting action, constitute him as a progenitor of The Arabian might be used trotters, and such a cross of good blood 7™^ auo.oess '                                                  o                         in America. might assist America in improving hercelebrated strains. In England, for a century past, theoccupation of the Arabian has gone ; butthis is no reason why he should not finduseful employment in diffusing his qualitythroughout the various types of Britishhorses. Mr. Blunt expects more. He proposesin the future to raise a thorough-bredstrain of Arabian race-horses, capable ofholding their own with English racers.By this means Admiral Rous's theory of Admiral J 

J         Rous's the Eastern exotic would be put to the theory-test. The Arabian, being a pure-bredanimal, is just the sire or dam to be used



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 112                     THE HORSE. with good results by cross breeding inthe production of good hacks, hunters,and carriage-horses, and for this reason,"that being truer bred than any otherhorse, he is more likely to impress hisown character on his produce."—Blunt," Nineteenth Century." In proposing the use of Arabian blood, Mr. Biunt recognizes the importance of an incentive, and proposes " the establish- Weightfor ment of a weight for age race for Arabs, age races for                                                        ° Arabs.          with a respectable stake to run for." But such races would only be increasing thenumber of fast gallopers, and would notin any way form an inducement tothe more extensive propagation of

thegeneral utility horse, and, in my opinion,Mr. Blunt will find that the manufac-tured English race-horse will not be



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 113 THE HORSE. beaten by Arabians, even those born inEngland, and nurtured with care andunder the most favourable influences.But to form a cross with thick-set half- The distinct position for bi'ed animals and trotting stock, they will |hne ^adb "'in time, i.e. if Mr. Blunt's wishes be car-ried out, assist us in the production ofour useful breeds where quality is essen-tial. Being pure-bred, the Arab may be Purity of ° r                                             J         blood im- depended upon to stamp his impress on P°rtant-his offspring with greater- distinctnessthan any other sire. " He is less likely,therefore, to get those strange sports ofNature which are a curse to breeders,misshapen offspring, recalling some an-cient

stain in a not stainless pedigree."—Blunt, " Nineteenth Century." At the present moment we can pro-duce the best horses in the world; but 8



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be 114                    THE HOESE. we are allowing other nations to overtakeus, and, unless we bestir ourselves intime, shall be defeated.Courses for         As race meetings in the past have trotting races ought to be markedly contributed to perfecting thegalloping of the thorough-bred, wouldnot the institution of arenas for trottingmatches in more than one place in GreatBritain constitute an incentive to theproduction of fast trotters ? We boast in our possession of thefinest shaped horses, and yet are cele-brated as regards pace in only producingthe fastest galloper. American trottersderived from similar sources to our owncan beat us at any distance, and eleven TheAmerican years ago the American Prioress was

the Prioress. fastest four mile mare in England on theflat.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be THE HORSE.                     115 By cross breeding with the thorough-bred and Arabian, careful selection ofparents, by the formation of arenas fortrotting races, by the discontinuance ofearly training and short distance courses,great benefit to the British breeds ofhorses may be anticipated. By the adoption of such treatment How to attain a desired end. we should be able, in a few years, tomeet our American brothers on theirown ground, and to point not only tothe fastest gallopers, but to the fastesthorses at all paces in the world.



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be LONDON :PRINTED BY W. H. ALLEN & CO., 13 WATERLOO PLACE. '



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be SHARKB. Got by Mark, his dam by Snap, grand-dam by Marl-borough, brother to Babraliam, out of a natural barbmare, was renowned for his performances, which weredeemed greater than any other horse's in England. Atthree years old he beat Postmaster for five hundredguineas ; he received from Prior two hundred guineas ; hewon from Jacinth three hundred guineas; at four yearsold (April 17th 1775) he won a sweepstakes (ten sub-scribers, two hundred guineas each) ; and another,thirteen subscribers, one hundred guineas and a hundredof claret each; also the Clermont Cup, value one hundredand twenty guineas, and one hundred guineas each; anda sweepstakes (thirteen subscribers, twenty-

five guineaseach). He won five hundred guineas from Cincinnatus,and beat Johnny (six years old) for one thousand guineas,when five years old. He again beat Postmaster for onethousand guineas, and won a sweepstakes (three sub-



The horse: as he was, as he is, and as he ought to be scribers, one thousand guineas each). He beat Rakes forone thousand guineas, and won of Leviathan five hundredguineas (July 8th). He received from Critic one thou-sand guineas; from Johnny, five hundred; and beatFireaway for three hundred guineas. At six years oldhe walked over B. C. for one hundred and forty guineas ;he received from Leviathan five hundred guineas, andagain beat Leviathan for one thousand guineas, andHephestion for five hundred guineas. He won ninety-two guineas for all ages when ten horses started. Hereceived one hundred guineas compromise from LordGrosvenor's Mambrino; and when aged he beat Nut-cracker a mile. *
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