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H.P. KRAUS, RARE BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS

16 EAST 46ta STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. MURRAY HiLL 7-4808

AN TMPORTANT SCURCE FOR THE TERRITORY OF THE

BRIDGITTINE ORDER AND THE BASILICA OF SAN PIETRO IN VINCOLI IN ROME

Bridgittines, Order of the. The Cartulary of the Bridgittine monastery in Utrecht.

Ly papal bulls and 3 other documents issued at various times between 1373 and 1485 in
authenticated copies. Manuscript on vellum, in Latin, written by two scribes, the
first section in a lettre bitarde, the other in a well disciplined Gothic bpok hand.
37 and 39 lines. 16 leaves (folios 8 and 16 blank; a gap in the beginning of the
second section). On the bottom msrgin of all leaves L holes for the strings of a
seal no longer present. Folio (320 x 240 mm). English half calf, by Bretherion,
1848 (with his ticket). From the collection of Sir Thomas Phillipps (no. 13970).

Utrecht, second half of the XVth century (one section about 1L85, i ()¢ &+
the other about 1L61). i -

e

The order of the Bridgittines (Order of Sts. Mary the Virgin and Bridget the

Widow under the rule of St.Augustine) was founded by the great Swedish saint Bridget

of Nerike. Already before she went to Rome in 1347 she had received instructions
how to organize it from Christ himself, who appeared to her in a vision, and she had
named it the Order of the Most Holy Savior, It was a monastic institution of a very
umusual type, characteristic of the peculiar revival of Uhristian devotion inaugurated
by her. Probably after the model of the French monastery of Fontevrault she combined
in it a nunnery with a monki! convent. In her monastery in Vadstena in Sweden 60
nuns, L deacons and 8 lay brothers should represent the 72 disciples of Christ and
13 priests the Twelve Apostles and St. Paul.

The rule St.Bridget gave to her order was accepted with some modifications by
Pope Urban V in 1370, but it was only after her death (in 1373) that Pope Urbam VI

granted a constitution to her order (in 1378). From that moment it spread to other
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parts of Northern Europe,to Holland and North Germany and to England, where the famous
convent of Sion near London was royally endowed by King Henry V in 1415. The mother
house in Vadstena in Sweden became a cultural centre for Scandinavia and the pil-
grimage goal for the Worth of Europe, when it acquired all the indulgences granted

to the Basilica of San Pietro in Vincoli in Roma.

The volume from the Phillipps collection is the cartulary of the Bridgittine
monastery in Utrecht, of which little is known. Its leading members seem not to
have received transeriptions of the most important grants and indulgences directly
from Vadstena, where a complete cartulary was assembled about the middle of the XVth
century (still preserved in the Royal Archives in Stockholm and reproduced in a
sumptuous publication by Ernst Nygren in 1950). However, they tried to get hold of
authenticated copies from various places at various times between the years 1461 and
1485. In the latter year two priests from the Utrecht monastery even went to Rome
to procure a transcript of an indulgence bull of Sixtus IV for San Pietro in Vincoli
through the mediation of the Auditor general of the Apostolic Chamber (see below
no. 1).

Transcripts of the bulls of Gregory XI (below no. &), Martin V (below no.3) and
John XXTIT (below no. 7) are found in the Vadstena codex, where the documents listed
here as nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5 are not entered.

The Constitution bull of John XXIII lacks a considerable number of leaves at
its beginning in the Utrecht Codex. However, this loss is compensated by the fact
that numerous nobarial certifications immediately following the end of its text
present us with something of quite a speeial interest, which will not often be found
in mediaeval manuscripts:

We can e trace back the provenance of the particular copy in Utrecht which
the seribe entered in the cartulary, almost to the original bull. A pedigree will

make this easily understood.



“ 3 -

Original 1112

Copy made for Johanmes Swartehoff a Bridgittine
in Sund, a small place in Mecklenburg
June 1b, 1L21
Copy written by Peter Band, notary of the bishop
Wicolaus B8ddeker of Schwerin for Jacob Roperstorp,
Confessor General of the Bridgittine monastery
of Marienkrone, dated Castle of Bitzow
June 20, 1LL6
Brand had the opportunity of
collating also a copy owned by
the Bishop Knut Steensson of Link8ping.
This copy was declared to be exact by the archbishop
Dietrich von Moers of Cologne in a vidimus

dated Monastery of Marienforst, May 16, 1L51
and by 2 notaries of his diocese on July 28, 1L59

Copy made for the Bridgittines of Utrecht
certified by two notaries in this city on May L, 1L6l.

CONTENTS

1 (folios 1¥~2T) Sixtus IV, Pope. Bull dated Home, May 15, 1472, granting indulgences

for pilgrims whib attended the offices celebrated in S.Pietro in Vincoli in Rome
on its great feast day of St.Peter in Chains on every first of August.

The text of the bull is embodied in a document issued in Rome on May 2, 1485
by Johannes Prioris, Doctor of Decretals, Cancn of S.Maria Maggiore, and Auditor
general of the Apostolic Chamber. He had it transcribed for Adriaen Sluyter,
priest of the diocese of Liége, Doctor of Theology and Confessor in Rome, and

Brother Nicholas of Prussia. These two principals of the Bridgittine order in




'l v

the Netherlands had requested an authenticated copy, because the motherhouse in
Vadstena enjoyed all the indulgences granted to S.Pietro in Vinecoli by the bull
of Urban VI dated Dec. 3, 1378, in which this pope approved St.Bridget's con-

stitutions of her order.

%
(folios 2T-3T). Chapter of S.Pietro in Vincoli. Document dated Rome, Hﬂr}ﬁ
1485, embodying a transcript made for the same two Bridgittine principals of the
tablet on a wall in ‘its: church, in which its great relies, including St.Peter's

chains, are enumerated.

(folio 3%). Martin V, Pope. Bull dated Florence, Apr. 7, 1416. It was sent to

England, where King Henry V had foundedthe first English Bridgittine monastery

at Sion One year: before and wished to have transcripts of the bulls of Martin's
predecessors confirming thQ.xmle and constitutions of the order for Sion and other
monasteries still to be foun@ed. An abridged register note at the end shows that
this series of bulls started with the bull of Urban VI of 1378 and mest probably

also contained the"Mare Magnum" of John XXIII (see here no. 7).

¢:
(folios 3¥-5T). Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London. Document dated London, Feb.27,

1472, containing two paragraphs of a bull, dated Basle, Dec. 10, 143k, in which
Martin V confirms that the monastery of Sion enjoys the indulgence privileges

granted to S.Pietro in Vineoli.

(folios 5TY=6V). Ludovicus de Grac‘iisI Doctor of both laws, Canon of Belogna and
deputy (locum tenens) of the Auditor genmeral of the Apostolic chamber Juan de
Carvajal (the latter several months later created cardinal by pope Eugene IV).
Document dated Rome, March L, 1LL6, addressed to the Bridgittine brothers Magnus

Buoni, Confessor general, and Olaus Petri, conventual in the mother house in

Vadstena. It contains a favorable answer to their supplication to allow them to
give absolution normally within the immediate jurisdiction of the Roman curia.

The text of this supplication is embodied in the document.
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(Folios 6"-7V). Gregory XI, Pope. Bull dated Villeneuve d'Avignon, Aug. 10,
1373, granting a special indulgence asked for by Bridget (whode death just two
weeks before is not mentioned). In consideration of the long nights of Swedish
winters the monks and nuns of her order are allowed to hold services at later
hours.in the morning‘daylight. On Apr. 7, 1453 Henrik Tideman, bishop of Link#ping
had made copies of it for the benefit of other housss of the order and had them
certified by his notaries.

At the end follows anautograph notarial certification of the 6 documents by

the notary Willem Buser alias Rijndorp in Uirecht.

(folios 8Y-15). John XXITI, Pope. Bull dated Rome, May 1, 1412, containing the
revised constitutions of the Bridgittines, the so-called Mare Magnum, which remained

the definitive form of the constitutions of the order (incomplete).
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Bridgittines, Order of the. The Cartulary of the Bridgittine monastery in Utrecht.
L papal bulls and 3 other documents issued at various times between 1373 and 1485 in

authenticated copies. Manuscript on vellus, in lLatin, written by two scribes, the
first section in a lettre btarde, the other in & well disciplined Gothic bpok hand.
37 and 39 lines. 16 leaves (folios § and 16 blank; a gap in the begimning of the
second section). On the bottom margin of all leaves L holes for the strings of a
seal no longer present. Folio (320 x 24O mm). English half calf, by Bretherfon,
1848 (with his ticket). From the ecllectien of Sir Thomas Phillipps (no. 13970).

Utrecht, second half of the XVth century (one section about 1L4ES,
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The order of the Bridgittines (Order of Sts. Mary the Virgin and Bridget the
Widow under the rule of St.Augustine) was founded by the great Swedish saint Bridget
of Nerike. Already before she went to Rome in 1347 she had received instructions
how to organize it from Christ himself, who appeared to her in a vision, and she had
named it the Urder of the Most Holy Savior. It was a monastic institution of a very

unusual type, characteristic of the peculiar revival of Uhristian devotion inaugurated
by her. Probably after the model of the French menastery of Fontevrault she combined
in it & nunnery with a monks! convent. In her monastery in Vadstena in Sweden 60
nuns, L deacons and 8 lay brothers should represent the 72 disciples of Christ and
13 priests the Twelve Apostles and St. Paul.

The rule St.Bridget gave to her order was acecepted with some modifications by
Pope Urban V in 1370, but it was only after her death (in 1373) that ®ope Urbam VI
granted a constitution to her order (in 1378). From that moment it spread to other
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parts of Nerthern Europe,to Holland and North Germany and te England, where the famous
convent of Sien mear London was royally endowed by King Henry V im 1415. The mother
house in Vadstena in Swedsn became a cultural centre for Secandinavia and the pil-

grimage goa) for the North of Burcpe, when it acquired all the indulgences granted
to the Basilica of San Pietro in Vineocli in Roma. 1,

The volune from the Phillipps collection is the cartulary of the Bridgittine
monastery in Utrecht, of which little is known. Tts leading members seem not to
have received transcriptions of the mest important grants and indulgences directly
from Vadstena, where a complete cartulary was asssmbled about the middle of the XVth
century (still preserved in the Royal Archives in Stockholm and reproduced in a
sumptuous publication by Ernst Nygren in 1950). However, they tried to get hold of
authenticated copies from various places at various times between the years 1Lgl and
1485. In the latter year two priests from the Utrecht monastery even went to Rome
to procure a transcript of an indulgance bull of Sixtus IV for San Pietro in Vineoli
through the mediation of the Auditor general of the Apostolic Chamber (see below
ne. 1).

Transcripts of the bulls of Oregory XI (below no. 6), Martin V (below no.3) and
John XXIII (below no. 7) are found in the Vadstena codex, where the documents listed
here a8 nos. 1, 2, L and 5 are not entered.

The Constitution bull of John ¥XIIT lacks a considerable number of leaves at
its beginning in the Utrecht Codex. However, this loss is compensated by the fact
that numerous notarial certifications immediately following the end of its text
present us with something ol quite a special inﬁnot. which will not of'ten be found
in mediaeval manuscripts:

We can #ewe trace back the provenance of the particular copy in Utrecht which
the scribe entered in tie cartulary, almost to the original bull. A pedigree will
make this easily understood.
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Original 12

Copy made for Johanmes Cwartehoff a Bridgittine
in Sund, 2 small place in Mecklenburg

Juns 1L, 1k21 . A safaced ethralRy
s A4

Copy written by Peter Brand, notary of the bishop
Nicolaus BSddeker of Schwerin for Jacob Roperstorp,
Confessor (eneral of the Bridgittine monastery
of Marienkrone, dated Castle of Blitzow
June 20, 1LL6
Brand had the cpportunity of
collating alsc a copy owned by
the Bishop Xnut Steensson of Link8ping.
This copy was declared to be exact by the archbishop
Ddetrich von Moers of Cologne in a vidimus

dated Monastery of Marienforst, May 16, 1LS1
and by 2 notaries of his diocese on July 28, 1459

Copy made for the Bridgittines of Utre
certified by two notaries in this city on L, 1Lé1.
LN

CONTENTS
1 (folios 1¥-2¥) Sixtus IV, Pope. Bull dated Rome, May 15, 1L72, granting indulgences
for pilgrims whd attended the offices celebrated in 5.Pletro in Vincoll in Rome
on its great feast day of St.Peter in Chains on every first of August.
The text of the bull is embodied in a document issued in Fome on Hay 2, 1L8S
by Johannes Prioris, Doctor of Decretals, Canon of S.Maria Maggiore, and Auditor
general of the Apostolic Chamber. He had it transcribed for Adriaem Sluyter,
Priest of the diocese of Lifge, Doctor of Theology and Confessor in Rome, and
Brother Nicholas of Prussia. These two principals of the Bridgittine order in
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the Netherlands had requested an authenticated copy, because the motherhowse in
Vadstena enjoyed all the indulgences granted to S.Pietre in Vineoli by the bull
of Urban VI dated Dec. 3, 1378, in which this pope approved St.Bridget's cone
stitutiona of her order.

(folios 2v=3%). Chapter of S.Pietro in Vincoli. Docusent dated Rome, ay 2,
1485, embodying a transcript made for the same two Bridgittine principals of the
tablet on a wall in iTS church, in which its great relies, including St.Peter's

chains, are emmerated.

(folio 3%). Martin V, Pope. Bull dated Florence, Apr. 7, 1k16. It was sent to
England, where King Henry V had founded the first English Bridgittine monastery

at Sion Oh€ year: before and wished to have transcripts of the bulls of Martin's
predecessors confirming the rule and constitutions of the order for Sion and other
mmnei still to be founded. An abridged register note at the end shows that
this series of bulls started with the bull of Urban VI of 1378 and most probably
also contained the"Mare Magnum® of John XYTIT (ses here no. 7).

(folies 3¥-5T). Thomas Kempe, Bishop of lLondon. Document dated London, Feb.27,

]Jﬂz, containing two paragraphs of a bull, dated Basle, Dec. 10, 1’;3&, in vhich
Hartin V confirms that the wonastery of Sion enjoys the indulgence privileges
granted to S.Pietro in Vincoli.

(folios 57-6¥). Ludovicus de Graciis, Doctor of both laws, Canon of Bologna and
deputy (locum tenens) of the Auditor genmeral of the Apostolic chamber Juan de
Carvajal (the latter several months later created cardinal by pope Zugene IV).
Document dated Rome, March L, 1LL6, addressed to the Bridgittine brothers Magnus
Buoni, Confessor general, amnd Claus Petri, conventual in the mother house in
Vadstena. ItWatanrhMmuuﬁmwmmu
give absolution normally within the immediate jurisdiction of the Roman curia.
The text of this supplication is embodied in the document.
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(Folios 6Y~7V). Gregory XI, Pope. Bull dated Villeneuve d'Avignon, Aug. 10,
1373, granting a special indulgence asked for by Bridget (whaSe death just two
weeks before is not mentioned). In consideration of the long nights of Swedish
winters the monks and nuns of her order are allowed to hold services at later
hours.in the morning daylight. On Apr. 7, 1453 Henrik Tideman, bishop of LinkBping
had made coples of it for the benefit of other houses of the order and had them
certified by his notaries.

At the end follows an autograph notarial certification of the 6 documents by
the notary Willem Buser alias Rijndorp in Utrecht.

(folios 8¥-15). John XXIIT, Pope. Bull dated Rome, May 1, 1412, containing the
revised constitutions of the Bridgittines, the so-called lMare Magnum, which remained
the definitive form ¢f the constitutions of the order (incomplete).
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