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BRILL'S WEEKLY

and/or CATALOGUES
LEIDEN (THE NETHERLANDS)




WiTH FurLL-PAGE MINIATURE WITH ILLUMINATED BORDER

150 Hours of the Virgin, in Dutch. (Use of Utrecht). WiTH CALENDAR,

[Northern Netherlands, second quarter of fifteenth century). £320

Small 8vo. 151 mm. by 104 mm. Illuminated manuscript on vellum, 181 leaves
(including 2 blanks and 8 fly-leaves from a fourteenth century treatise in Latin on
virginity), 18 lines, written in gothic liturgical hand. Headings in red, one full-page
miniature, f. 18b, just shaved at top; (another is presumably missing at the beginning
of the Penitential Psalms between f. 119 and f. 120), one historiated initial (f. 19) and
four large illuminated initials (ff. 57, 81, 99 and 139), all just shaved at top, on pages
with partially illuminated borders, 29 small illuminated initials on pages with partially
illuminated borders, initials in blue and red throughout. 17th century vellum.

The Hours are of the Use of Utrecht and Utrecht saints prominent in the calendar and
litany include Odulph, Willibrord and Lebuin.

The full-page miniature represents the Five Wounds of Christ on a chequered background
of gold and colours. The historiated initial, which represents the Virgin and Child,
and two of the other large initials have similar chequered backgrounds. The borders,
which contain strawberries, rosettes, ivy-leaf, etc., are in the subdued colouring (pink,
blue, green and gold) characteristic of Dutch work of the period.




O DdSRCT 5

First eprTioy. Large folio. (viii) pp., 34 full-page copper-plates (engraved surface
22 % 16 inches), each plate with descriptive text, title and text in Latin and English.
Outer edge plate 8 torn and repaired, small tear across rlate 17 repaired, plate 21 and
text damp-stained at top and bottom. Contemporary half calf.

Garrison and Morton, 6157. “ Contains 34 copper plates depicting the gravid uterus,
life-size. This is William Hunter’s best work and one of the finest anatormical atlases
ever to be produced, ‘ anatomically exact and artistically perfect.’ (Choulant). Except
for J. Dalby’s little book, Virtues of cinnebar and musk against the bite of a mad dog, 1762,
it is the only medical publication to come from the famous Baskerville press . ..

This monumental work, one of the greatest anatomical works in world medical literature,
belongs as much to the history of art as the history of medicine. The 34 engravings after
Rymsdyk, Edwards, Cozens and Blakey were engraved by Ravenet, Major, Scotin,
J. 8. Muller, Grignion, Canot, Maleuve, Mitchel, Menil, Fougeron, Byer, Worlidge and
Powle. Two plates were engraved by Robert Strange.

Hunter, conscious of the importance of the method of presentation of these life-size

figures, employed the greatest English printer of the 18th century to print his book.

Hunter, in the tradition of other great scientists, pays a tribute to his artists in a passage,
quoted by Choulant-Frank, which contains the memorable phrase in our headline:
** He owes likewise much to the ingenious arrists who made the drawings and engravings;
and particularly to Mr. Strange, not only for having by his hand secured a sort of immor-
tality to two of the plates, but for having given his advice and assistance in every part
with a steady and disinterested friendship.”
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