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1 Entnis Lemmins of Zirichzee , in his booke Deoceultis natur e miraculis, Ofthehidden fecrers of
Nature,amongtt other things writeth thus of Zeland, his natiue country : That this Marine tract,
faith he , was notvnknowne vnto theancients, it may out of Cormelius Tac.tus eafily be gathered ;
although not by the fame name,, that at this day it is knowne by : butofa cuftome and common

kind of {aluration and fpeaking one to another , which acquaintance and friends of this prouince

do vicat their meetings : therefore he calleth them by the name of M 4 T T1ac1, when he thus

5 writeth : Zn the fame iurifdiétion arethe Mattiaci, a mation very likethe Bataui, but that thofe, in re-

< e N gard of the fituation of their countrie , aremore defperate and couragions. \Nhereby he giueth to

|20 065800050 " vnderftand,, thar although they are nest neighbours and do border vpon the Bazaui or Hellan-

- ders, (focalledofthe hollownefle and lownefle of the ground) fo> that they mighe iuftly be ac-

counted one and the fame people,yetare only diltinguifhed by thename of their cuffomary falutation ; and being necrerthe

Sca, are more hardic and audacious s (as indeed chey are, ¥ and for manhood, witte, policy, craft, deccits, cunning in buying

and felling, and diligence in getting, and waies to enrich themfelues, they do farre excell them.‘ And inthachee calleth them

Mattiati, | conceine ir, thar they were not [o named either of any place or capraine, butof that fellowlike flutation ,as I faid,

and viuallmaner offpeaking oneto anothervfuall amongft them, to witte, of 9F act, whichin common fpeachand friendly

meetings, {ignificth a fellow and companionin all our actions, bargaines, contra@s,and dangers ; of all our purpofes, coun-

{atles, labours and travailles : acopartner and confort in any thing whatfoener wetake in hand or go about, &c. Forthe

nameof Zeland is notancient, butislately inuented , and made of Sea and Land, as who would fay Sea-land, 2 country ot

land bordering vponthe fea : for it is enclofed round with the ocean, confifting of fifteene llands, although 1t be not long

fince the raging Sea did great hurt in this country, by whofe violence and ouerflowing, 2 good part of Zeland, (his dammies,
walles and banks being rent and broken downe , ) was ouercome of the fale-water andlaid leuell with the fea : notwithftan.
ding cerraine ofthem do remaine , of which elpecially threedo continually wreftle with the boifterous billowes of the fea,
and do very hardly defend themfelues wich infinite cofts and charges againft thisrudeand vorul y clement. Ofthefc firft Wal-

sheren (Walachria) doth offer it felfe to the eie of fuch as do faile rothele coafts; fo named eicher of him that firft entered and
inhabited in it, or (as I gefle) ofthe Gaulls (Gali ) which much frequented this country ; who of the Low-countrie-men are
yet called Uaien 5 or of thar pare of Britr.une which lieth vpon the Weft ide of it, and is called Wales, the moft gentleman-
like and braueft nation (you may beleeue him,) amongft the Englith, and defcended alfo from the Gaulles, which their lan-
guage as yetdoth manifeft &c. From hence Northward or fomewhat declining toward the Eaftis @catiw it Seeldia, the
Latines call icof the riuer Sceld?, which runneth by itand heere fallet!: into thefea 8&c. Suytheuclandt, {5 named of the fitua-
tion of it toward the South (to diftinguith it from another diftant fron. it Northward and cherefore called Noorthenelands) a
large and moft goodly tract of ground, coafting along the fhore of Flandersand Brabant, although of late yeares hauing fuf-

fered greatdammage and lofle, it is now much lefleand narrower. Thusfarre Zemnius. Tritthemiusinthe Annalles of the
Franks nameth Middleborough the chiefe city of thefe Ilands Mefoburgus Meyers; calleth it Mattiacum , more like a Latinift,
then a true Geographer. More of thefethou maift read in the forenamed Zemmins,who hath moft excellently well deferibed
allthe Nandsof Zeland, and the citiesof the fame. To thefeifthouwilt, thou maitadicine Lewss Guicciar ineyand I know
not whatelsthou canft feeke for further fatisfaétion. Therears alfo certaine Annalles of thefe Ilands, written in the mother
tongue by /obn Reygersberg.. But foranincomme, thoumaift alfo to thefe formeradde the defcriptions of the cities of the
Low-countries, done by 4drian Barland. Ofthe people of this prouince thefe verfes are commonly fpoken:

Crefeit neqaitia , frmulcrefecente feneltd; Theworfethey wax, asthey grow old;
I Zelandinis non fallit regulatalis. InZelanders this rule doth hold.

ThefeIlands arefituate between the mouthes of the riuers Maefe and Sceldt bordering onthe North vpon Holland, on
the Eaitvpon Brabant, onthe South vpon Flanders 5 onthe Weftvpon the Germane fea. James Meyer thinketh that Proco-
pins calleth thefe Arboricas, Yer Petrus Dinseus is of opinion that this place of Procopiss is corru ptsand for Arborichas it
oughtto be read and written, Abroditos.

Thatthefe are thofe Ilands, I do verily beleeue, vnto which Cfar, in his fixth booke De bello Gallico affirmeth that he for-
ceda part of the army of _mbiorix Prince of the Eburomes : which, as his owne words do giue to vnderftand, did hide them-
felues in Ilands, which the continuall motion , or ebbing and lowing of the fea had made. Itisalfo very probable that Zy-
eane in his firft booke aimed at thefe Ifles, in thefe his verles : Quad iacez littus dubinm, quodterra fretumy,  Vendicat altey-
wis vicibus , cim funditus ingens  Oceanus, welcim refugisfe fluctibus aufert.  Ventus ab extremopel gus fic axe volutat,
¢#c.—— They come in troopes amaine , From where th'vncertaine fhore doth lie, thatis nor fea norland, Butboth , by
courfe,asraging Tethys low’th and ebb’th againe : Orasthe wind with rowling wauesall calm’d doth ftand, From North
to South thus carrying to and fro : &c. And that which the fame Authour in his ninth booke fometime did fi peake ofthe
Syrees or Quickfands, one may now not altogether vnficly applie to thefe lands, where he thus fpeaketh, —— Primam mun-
do Natura figuram Cum daret, in dubio terr?clagig, reliquit:  Nam ned fubfédit pemitus quo [agna profunds wAcciperet,
wecfe defendit ab aquere tellus : _Ambiguafed lege loci iacet inuia fedes. \When asthis maffic world by Nature fir(t was fram’d,
A doubtfull cafe it feem’d how God would haue it nam’d : For neither could the earth receiue the ocean deep, Norland well
able was his owne from feato keep : The place{o dangerous is, that none toit darego ; And whether feaor landitbe, men
skarcedoknow. Yet now thefc ourIlands are habitable, and eafieandfafely to be come vnto, by the induftrie and labour
of man,and not by the benefit and nature of the place. m
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