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THE TRANSVAAL.

History of the Boers in South Africa—Founding of the
Orange Free State and the Transvaal Republic—
Description of sante— The Boer of the Transvaal—
The Annexation of the Transvaal—Revelt of Boers
—The Boer Arny.

History oF Thi BOERS I8N BOUTH AFRICA.

HE Boers are the descendants of those subjects of Holland who, in
1650, landed at and formed the Cape Colony. At the time of the
French Revolution in 1785, the eolony was taken by the English, but
restored to Holland in 1802, In 1806 it again fell under British power;
and at the Gongress of Vienna in 1814 was finally made over to then.

Tho Duteh inhabitants fell as “aceidents of torritory™ to the Lnglish
ag subjects, without their consent or desive. This wus rosented by un
attempt at rebellion, which, however, was soon erushed, the leadera being
executed ; and the “Martyrs of Slaughter Neck” are as well rememberad
by every Dufch household to this day, as national heroes ave in older
lands. Fyen yeb, in the language of My I'roude, the Cape is *net an
Finglish colony: it is & conguered country, of which wo took possession
for our own purposes against the will of its propsr owners. English colo-
nists have sebtled there since, but South Afriea was Dutch, The laws
were Dutch; the langnage was Dutch over the greafer part of the
country. The Duteh oceupied the place more than two hundred years
ago. Thay conquerad the Ilottentots, they destroyed the wild beasts,
they built fair houses and towns, and planted trees and yineyards.
Forests of oak and pine introduced from Holland now speak for the
industry of the Duteh of last eentury.” Thus, on their final oceupation
of the country, in many ways too numerous to mention, the English
Government came into collision with its nnwilling Duteh subjects.

The Fnglish Government thought the Boers perverse and good-for-
nothing; the Boers hated the Dritish oecupation {rom the first; and a
good many of them, determined to recover their liberty, broke nup their
homes in 1836, and pushed up into the intericr over the Orange River.

It must never be said that any hatred of civilised government, as
gieh, lod to this step. This would be a bage calumny on the character of
a body of men whose motives were as pure as those that actuated the
“Pilgrim Fathers.”

These Voorfrekkers (advanced pioncers) gave to their exodus a
domestic character, when their great “trelt” commenced from the Cape
Colony, the women taking as prominenf a part in the emigration as

TOPOGRAPHIOAT. DESCRIPTION OF THE TRANSVAAL AXD THE DRANGE
FrEB STATE.

The area of the territory of the Transvaal is variously deseribed as
aontaining from 90,000 to 100,000 square miles, and about half the size of
Franee, Ib is bounded en the north by the Limpopo River, on the east by
the Drakenshers rango and the Lobembo Monntaina, on the south by the
Vaal River, and on the west by Bechnana Land. The populafion is atated
by Behm and Wagner as being, in 1880 —Boers 40,000 and Natives 275,000,
The boundary ranges of the Drakensherg and the Lobembo may be rudely
dofined as the backboue of Africa, and vary in elevation from 4000 to
10,000 feet. TFrom the inlsnd swmmits the country, very broken at fivst,
falls away gradually into tho Highveld, a platean averaging 5000 foot

. sbove tha sea level, and gradually falls away to the nerthward into the
more level grounds of the Central SBouth African platean. This plateau,
whether in the Orange Wrea Statie or the Trangvaal, is essentially the land
of the Boers. The bonndary ranges of mounfains present everywhere
townrds the soa, eastwards, a very stecp fasce and natural rampart,
especially towards the adjoining colony of Natal,

The platenu has thinly-woaded hills, although heavy timber oxists; but
vast fertile tracts of land exist peeuliarly adapted for the growth of wheat,
coffee, sugar, cotton, rice, tobasces, and every kind of tropical fruit, while
its pasturages offer unrivalled advantages for cattle-cvazing and woonl-
growing purposes. Among fruits,—grapes, peaches, and oranges also
flourish. The diamond, gold, silver, coppor, lead, ivon, and coal are found
in the Transvarl, The construction of the propesed Pratoria and Delagoa
Bay Railway, o distance of 300 miles, which would run into Tiorenze Mar-
quez, the only open and valugble harbour; with the exception of Simons
Bay, in all South-Fastern Afries, would enormously increase the value of
tha territory, by supplying a seaport and ready aescess Lo and from its
wealth-crenting possessions. This harbour is obstrneted by no bar, is
gafe in all weathers, and is wide encugh and deep enongh to contain a
larger number of vessals than all the South African ports put together ;
and as sgainst Natal, it has the still greater advanboge of being reagdily
accassible in nll weathers to ships of the groatest fonnage,

Ths Government of the Transvanl, as founded by the Boers, consistod
of a division into digtriets, each having a chief fown possesding a Land-
drost, or headman. 'Thess districts in turn sent so many representatives
to an annual parliament—the Volksraad—which was annually held in
September in tha town of Pretoria, Potechefstroom, on a tributary of the
Vaal, is the capital.

Ag, in the event of British operntions against the Transvaal, tho Ornnge
Freo State will meot with fraguent mention, the following partictlars may
prove of interest :—

The Orange Fres State embraces three grest natural divisions—the
highlands of the Drakensberg, the plains, and the riverside soils. On the
whole it 18 nof so fertilo or productive as the Transvanl. There sre in the
country shout 50,000 square miles, Population—Boeers, 80,000 Natives,
70,000, The eapital is Bloamfontein, with 2,000 inhabitants. The Prosi-
dent is elected for five years by the people, whe governs by the Assembly
called the Valksraad. The country is divided into thirteen distriets,
which are governed by magistrates ealled Lunddrosts,

Tur Doer o THE TRANSVAAL,

The Sonth Afriean Boer has bpen, till lately, regardad in England as
little better than a savage. The reader must learn to know his fairer
gide, The type is unchanging. As ho was in 1806 in Cape Oolony, so heis
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or from inspiring hope in the future, is looked forward to by all parties as
most likely to result incivil war, with its attendant anarchy and bloodshed :
That the condition above described affords strong temptation to neigh-
bouring native powers, who are known to be anxions and ready to do so,
to make atlacks and inroads upon the State, which from its wealness it
cannotf repel, and [rom which it has hitherto been saved by the restraining
influence of the British Government, exercised from Natal by Her Majesty’s
representative in that colony, in the hope, yet unfulfilled, that a friendly
understanding might be arrived at between the Government of the Trans-
vaal and the complaining native chiefs: That the Secocoeni war, which
would huve produced but little effect upon a healthy constitution, has not
only proved suddenly fatal to the resouress and reputation of the Republie,
but has shown ifsell to ba a culminating point in the history of South
Africa, in that a Makatee or Basuto tribe, unwarlike, and of no aceount in
Zulu estimation, successfully withstood the strength of the State, and dis-
elosed for the first time to the native powers outsids the Republie, from
the Zambesi to tho Cape, the great change that had faken place in ftho
relative strength of the white and the bluck races; that this disclosure ab
onece shook the prestige of the white man in South Africt, and placed every
European community in peril; that this eomimon danger has caused uni-
vorgsl anxiety, has given to all concerned the right to investigale ity causes
and to protect themselves from its consequences, and has imposed the duty
upon those who have the pewer to shield enfeebled civilisation from the
encroachments of barbariam and inlumanity : And whareas the inherent
wenkness of this Government and State, from causos abova alluded to, and
briefly set forth, and the fact that the past polioy of the Republic has not
only failed to coneiliate the friendship and goodwill, but has forfetted the
respect of the overwhelming native populations within and Loyond its
houndaries, which tegether probably exeeed one and a half millions, render
it certain that the Transvaal will be the Lrst o suffer from the conse-
quences of a prossure thut has alveady reduced its political life to a0 fealilo
& condition: And whoreas the ravaging of an adjeining friondly State by
warlike sayags tfibes cenndb for o moment be contemplated by Her
Majesty’s Government without the most enrnest and painful solicitude,
bhoth on account of the miserics which sueh an event must inflict upon the
inhabitants of the Trangvaal, and because of the peril and inseenrity to
which it would expose Her Majesty’s possessionis and subjects in South
Afriea; and seeing that the eirenmstances of the case have, from the
inherent weakness of the conntry alveady touched npon, become so grave,
that neither this country nor the Dritish eolonies in South Africs cun be
saved from the most enlumitons eircumstances exgopt by the extension
over this State of Her Majesty’s authority and protection, by means of
which alone oneness of purpose and action can be secured, and a fair pro-
spect of peace and prosperity in the foture be estublished; And whereas
I have been satisfied by the numerous addresses, memorials, and letbers
which I have received, and by the abundant assurances which personal
intercourse has given me, that a large propertion of the inhabitants of
the Trapsvaal seo, in a elearer and stronmger light than I am abls fo
deseribe. them, the urgency and imminence of the eciveumstances by
whieh thay ars surrounded, the ruined condition of the eountry, and the
ahsence within it of any element capable of resening it from i'l::lhl;lf‘._{![‘l_‘;ESL)Il
and afllicted state, and therefore sarnestly desire the establishment within

and over it of Iler Majesty’s suthorily and rule ;: and whareas the Govern-
ment hus been unable fo point out or devise any means by which the
conntry can save itself, and as a consequence relieve the other white com-
munities of South Africa from the danger of the dire events cortain
speedily to result from the eivcumstancas by which it is surrounded, and
can entertain no reasonable hope thut it possesses, or is likely under its
present form of Government {0 possess, the means to raise itself to a safs
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did the men. Families moved off together, old and young, male and
female, with their waggons, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and some little
furniture. .

Crossing the Orange River, they encountered, and conguered and
broke, the power of the formidable warrior chief, Moselekatze; and the
emigrant farmers became possessed of vast territories which they had
delivered from his murderous sway, and pushing their way beyond the
Vaal River, formed new states, now known as the Orange Freo State
and the Transvaal,

Being an enterprising peopls, and wanting access to the sea for
their wool trade, Peter Retiell and a party of them accordingly erossed
the Drakensberg mountains, and went down to Natal, which at that time
belonged to Dingaan, the grandfather of Cetywayo, the Zulus having
destroyed all its old inhabitants. Retiedf and his party were all murdered
by Dingaan; but in 1840 the Znlus suecumbed to another Dufch foree,
and Natal became a third Duteh state. The Duteh were now in possession
of & new country stretching down to the sea, and completely isolating
Capo Colony from all contact with the interior fribes; and with the
Duteh on one side and the English on the othor, the Iaffirs between
would have ceasad to give any trouble. They might have remained in
harmless independence.

In 1842, however, the English invaded and took Natal, its accessibility
from the ses rendering the Boers independent of Cape Colony for both
imports and exports. The Boers fought for it, bub they were beaten back
over the Drakensberg mountaing into the Trensvasl, and Natal becamo
English. After forty years’ cecupation, thers are only 20,000 Europeans
there, and of these only half are British. the rest being Duteh, Tha
country is almost wholly uncultivated. There is a native population of
ovor 300,000, but they prefer being idle to working, and live on the comn
and the cattle which their wives raise for them. Its posssssion also
invelved Britain in the Zulu war, with its cost in blood and treasnra.

Tae Founpise oF 15 Oraxer Frep STATE AND Tan TRANSVAAL
RuPUBLIC.

Mr TFroude, in one of his lectures at Edinburgh on South Afriea in
1880, after regrelling the annexation of Natal, procesded to remark:
“Wherever we went on those wild Boer hunts, troable followed us like
a shadow. We crossed the Orange River to protect a mnative tribe,
which did not seem to want our protection, for we geon found ourselves
at war with tho Basutos, who fought well. The English did not alwaya
come off with eredit. Such benevolence was expensive, and Downing
Btreet changed ils poliey, They found out they had made n mistake, snd
in 1851-2, in two separate convenfions, they left the Dutch in posgession
of the Orangs River State and the Transvaal, and bound themselves most
faithfully never more to interfere between tho Boors and the natives.
They did not wish those two Duteh States fo he too prospersus, snd o
they deliberately shut them out from the sea. The two Republies, however,
progpered beyond expectation, and probably far beyond our wiches, Tho
machinery of a sattled Government was introdueed into the new Republies,
and the Dutch of the Cape rejoiced that af least part of their race were
happy. Dut the English did not know when they were well off; and, in
distinet breach of treaby, they interfered to prevent the Orange Stato
crushing the Basulos whom thoy had conguered in war. The conventions
of 1862 were agein renewed in 186D, and wo again bound ourselves with
all tho solemnity of a formal engagement to interfere no further on the
north of the Orange River.”
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now in the republics of tho interior. He is uncultivated and anprogroes-
sive ; but he possesses qualities which, even in England, will ba rogardod
as not valucless. Heis domestic, but not gregavions. When he ssttles he
nres from six to bwenty thousand werey of undulating grass plain, Ha
takes possession in his waggon with his wife and children, his scanty
furnitore, family Bible, which is his sole Litarature; and his sheep and
oxen. Ilp plants his home near a stream ov spring of waler, ten milas
perhaps from the nearest neighbour. His house congists of ¢ eentral hall,
with a kitehen behind it, and from three to six sleeping apartments opening
ouftiaf ity all on one floor, e builds krusals for his eattle; bhe fences a
garden eavefully ivvigatad; and 6 rapid is the grewth in that soil and
climate, that in fonr or five years he will have a plentiful stock of oranges,
lemons, citrons, peaches. apricots, figs, apples, pears, and grape-vines,
He encloses fifiy or a hundroed acres, which he plonghs und sows with
Indian corn and wheat, Ilis herds-and fHocks multiply with 1i{{le efort;
and thus he lives in great abundance, ‘The family 1ife is patriavehal, tha
asuthority of age being absolute, There is ne hagte to beeome vich ; there
i8 no desire for change. The Boer has few wants except those which he
can himsslf supply, and he asks nothing but to be let alone. He is z
strict Calvinist. The only knowledze which he values is contained in his
Bible. He is constitutionally a Republican, yet of liberty in the modern
gense hie has 1ittle or no iden. Ie considers work and prayer to be the
whale duty of man, and habits of work the only fitting education. Native
questions, and all oflier questions as well, he considers from this point of
view. Without tenderness or enthusinam, and with a narrow intellectnal
horizon, he has a stubborn practicability well suited for the post of o
pioneer of Afriesan civilisation. Buch isthe white derizen of the Transvaal.

My Aylwawd, in his interesting “ Transvasl of To-day,” remarks
that, compared with their nun , the improvements they hiave wronght
are sufficiontly astonishing : hers are roads—snd very good roads—
everywhere, Thero are churehes, eourts, and joils in sufficient number.
. -« In the matber of education, the Boers, notwithstanding the slanders of
their enemies, can bo proved to be eminently progreesive. In the Orange
I'ree State its grante for educntional purposes are greafer and its allow-
ancoes to teachiers more liberal than those of any of oux In every
village, nnd iu nearly eve ard, theve are sehool-housea.”

The same author’s ohservations on the women of the Transvaal, and
their influence, are at this time well worth (uotation, IHe gays: * Defors
the final settlement of the Transvanl in 1858 (and sinco the emigration
from the Cape Colony), two generations of children grew up; were marriad,
and had ehildven born fo them. Thranghout the whole of this petiod,
the softersex shared in the perils, the labours, and the privations of the
men, In Natal, in the earlier days, many of thom performed acts of heroic
courage during desperdte and fatal engagements. Troe as wives, tender
a8 nurses, snmmest in prayer and wise in eounsel, they gained a lofty influ.
oneo amongst the migrating people; and to their petent and restraining
power, the South African Thuteh owe mueh of their adherence to virbue,
and their fidelity to their veligion, through long periods of corfaet with
an ever-present barbarism. The women have ever been mors patriotic
and more determined to be froe than even their lords and masters, while
they have ever been, and still remain, sotiroly anti-English.”

The men, as has besn rémarked by many writers, are splendid speei-
mens of humanityy far over the middle height, powerful, robnst, and
inured to hardehips and long travel ; simple and temperate. During the
graater part of the year the rural population live in waggonsg, or in
tents pitehed in the midst of their herds or flocks, sheep numbered
by thousands, and eattle by hundrads. Not rooted down to the soil,
or troubled with over-much baggage, it is not so great s hardehip
for them fo move away from lome, as it is for farmers in the mors
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and prosperous eondition: And whereas the emergency ssems to ms to
be such as to render it necessary, in ovder to sccure the peace and safety
of the Transvaal territory, as well asthe peace and sufety of Her Majesty's
colonies and of Her Majesty’s subjeels elsewhers, that the said Transyaal
fervitory should provisionally, and pending the amiouneement of Her
Majesty's pleasure, be administered in Her Majesty’s name and on her
behalf: Now therefors I do, in virtue of the power and anthorivy conferred
upon me by Her Majesty's Royal Commission, dated at Balmoral, the 5th
duy of October 1876, and published herswith, and in accordance with
instruetions comveyed to me therehy and ofherwise, proclaim end make
known that from end after the publication hereof, the territory heretofore
known as the South Afriean Republic, as now meared and bonnded,
gubjoct however to such loeal modificutions s may hereafter appear
nocogsary, and as may be approved of by Her Majesty, shall be and shall
he talken to be British territory ; and I hereby eall vpon and roguire the
inhabitants of tho Trangvaal, of every eclase and degres, and all Her
Majesty’s subjeets in South Afriea, to take notice of this my Proclamation,
and to guide themselves accordingly, And I hereby further proelaim and
declare thut T shall hold responsible all such persons who in the Tranavaal
shall venfure opposition, armed or otherwise, to Her Majesty’s authority
hereby proelaimed, or who shall, by seditions or inflammmatory langnage or
exhortations or otherwise: incite or encourage others to offer such opposi-
tion, or who shall injure, haruas, disturb, or molest others hecause they
may not think with them on politieal matters, and T do warn all such that
up-.;n conviction of any of the above offences they will be lianble to the
gevere penalties which thelawin such cases ordains ; and I herehy appeal
to and eall upon the orderly, right-thinking, and peace-loving people of
the Transvaal Lo bie aiding and supporting Her Majesty's anthiority, And
T proclaim further, that all legal courts of justice now in existence for the
trial of eriminal or civil cages or questions are hereby continued and kept
in full fores and effeet, and that all dserees, judgments and sentences,
rules and orders, lawfully made or issued, or to be made or issned by such
courts, shall be as good and valid as if this Proclamation had not been
published; all civil obligations, all suite and actions civil, eriminal, or
mixed, and eriminal acts here committed which may have heen inenrred,
commencad, done, or committed before the publication of this Proclamation,
but which are not fully tried and determined, may be tried and dotermined
by any such lawful courts er by such othors as it may be found heraafter
nlece.séary to establisli for that purpose. And I further proclaim and malke
known that the Transvaal will remain a ssparate Government, with ifs
own laws and Legislature, and that it is the wish of Her Most Gracious
Majesty that it shall enjoy the fullest legislative privileges compatible
with the eireumstances of the country and the intelligence of its people.
That arrangements will be mada by which the Duteh language will prac-
tically b as much the official langnage as the Tnglish ; all laws, procluma-
tions, and Government nolices will be publishod in the Duteh langnage;
in the Legislotive Assembly members may, as they do mow, nse eithor
language; and in the courts of law the same may be done at the option
of suitors to o conse. The laws now in foree in tha State will be retained
until altered by competentlosislative anthority., Hqnal justico is gnaran-
tead to the persons and propexty of both white and colonred; bub the
adoption of this principle does not and should not involve the granting of
aqual civil vights, sueh as the exercise of the right of veting by savages,
or their becoming members of a legislative body, vr their being entitled to
othor eivil privileges which are ineompatible with their uncivilised con-
ditien. The native tribes living within the jurisdietion and under the
}nrotectin\n of the Government must be taught dus obedience to the para-
mount nuthority, and be made to eontribute their fair share fowards the
support of the Stato that protects them. All private bona fide rights to
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settled Wuropean gountries. They are accustomed to trek to pastures
new, JI a Bosr has 12,000 acres or so of land, well watered and
fertile, it does not minch matter to him where it may be silnated. The
common mode of travelling is by ox-waggon. The Boer will inspan his
oxen twice a year, and take hig produce, wool and hides, into tha nearest
town for sale, and retwrn home laden with coffes, tea, sugar, salt, gun-
powder, sliot, and other eommodities, fo meet the requirements of his
household for a season. As a rale, he is accompanied in these expeditions
by his worthy *Vrow" and his whole family of boys and girls, The
goodwife will barter her eggs, poultry, snd but for woollen stnlls
and showy prints, and perbaps a smart embroidered paddle-cloth for the
first-born to display when he goes s-courting. An immense guantity of
these gay trappings wre imported annually for this festive purpose. A
sheep-skin will serye on ordinary occasions, They rarely louye home,
exeopling for these periodical trading trips, and the quartorly religions
garvices (or Natchmal), when the whole community, far and near, meet to
partake of the Holy Sacrament, according to the Lintheran, or else the
Duteh, Reformed rite. The small towns at which these gatherings
held are unable to find houss asccommodation for tha influx of visitors,
50 they live in their large waggons or in their tents, and it is an animated
seeno, this assemblagp of Boers, voung and old, with their Hobtentot
and Kaffir attendants, spans of trek oxen and saddle-horses, gnily
painted waggens, and snow-white tents. They generally camp oub in
the market square, an open gpace of taf, of from two to six acres in
extent, which it is the eustom o mark off in the eentre of each town or
villnge, not only in the Transvaal, but in most of the Sonth Afriean
States, for public use.

The Boars retiain in their habits many curious marks of their life on
their long #trek ™ of forty years’' wanderings. Many of them yet rotire
fo rest ab sundown, alter the dinmer and supper or ona menl of tho
day when family prayers are over; and rising with dawn resume fheir
attendanee on their flocks. Many more, in remembranca of their wander-
inga in constant danger frem the lurking savage or the prowling lion,
even up to the present hour, sléep linlf dressed, a habit which has been
often characterised by ignorant travellers to imply laziness and dirty
habits, while it ia hut a mark of the “trek.”

THE ANNEXATION OF THE TRAKSYAAL,

Thae Government of the Repnblic having heard of the intention of the
Dritish Government fo annex the territory, on the 11th April 1877 pro-
testod as follows :—

“Whaoreas I, Thomas Franeis Burgoers, President of the South African
Republie, have resoived a letter, duted the 9th instant, from Her Britaunie
Majesty's Speeial Commissionor, Sir T. Shepstone, informing me that his
Hxeelloney hug determined, in the namo of Her Majesty's Governm
bring the South African Republic under the jurisdiction of the Brilis
Crown hy annexation; and whereas I am not strong enough to draw tha
gword for the snecessiul dafence of the indopendenee of this State against
a superior Power lile that of England ; and, moreover, with a view to the
welfare of all South Afriea, T am allogether dizsinelined to bring its white
inhabitants into n disaglrous complication of warfara by any hostile pro-
coeding on my part hefore having fivst of all tried every means fo securo
the rights of the peopla in a peageabls manner; therefore,in the namo
and by authovity of the Government and the prople of the Seuth Afriean
Republie, I hereby make my solomn protest ngainst the infended annexa-
tion. Dono under my hand and under the State seal.—L am &e., Toos,
Buranrs, Prosident of the South African Republie.”
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property, guarantoed by the existing laws of the country, and senctioned
by them, will be respeeted. All ofiicers now serving the Government, and
who may be abla and willing fo serve under the altersd circumstances of
the country, shall b entitled to retain their positions, and sueh rights as
their positions now give them. ATl fona fide concessions and conbracts
with Governments, companies, or individuals, by which the State is now
bound, will be honourably miaintained and respected, and the payments of
the debts of tho Stale muat be provided for, The appointments orlicences,
in virtue of which attorneys, land surveyers, and ofhers are entitled to
practise their eallings, shall be respected in aceordance with the terms
und eonditions of such appoinfments or licences, GOD SAVE TR QULEEN,
Given under my hand and seal ut Pretoria, in the South African Republie,
this twelith L|i‘l_\?’ of April, in the year of our Lord ono thousand tight
hundred and seventy-seven. T. SuErsronw, Her Majesty’s Specinl Com-
missioner. By command of his Excellency, M. OsBoRS, Secretary.”

The Transvanl, on the annexation, sent as delegates to Kngland
Mesers 8. J. P. Kruger and P, J. Joubert, to pray at the foot of the
throno for justice. They bad again to appeal to the Colonial Office, and
the result was that their petition was rejected. Among the dosuments
thoe delogates enclosed to Sir M. Hicks-Beach, Seeretury of State, whils
they were in Liondon, on 10th July 1878, was *amemorial in support of the
:{maiegt1 gismed by 6591 ont of a possible 5000 electors, and dated 7th Jannary
1878,° Since the annexation, the interval has been spent by the Boers
in petitions to England, and in fomenting dismntent among themselves.
Their petitions, whether to Conseryative or Liberal Parlinmonts, wore all
futile, but not so their attempts at execiting overt opposilion to English
rale.  More than oneo turbulent gatheringsd of the Boers have told the
world how deeply rooted was the hatred towards us of a portion of the
comitnuniby, and how eertainly, if opportunity offerad, they would again
fight for their liberty. This insubordination to English rule culminated,
on the sale, for non-payment of taxes, of a quantity of timber at Polohel-
stroom, on 11th November 1880. The delivery to tho I_uu'rz}ms_m- Was
opposed by three hundred Volunteors and two gung, and the exeitement
ended in the

Revort oF BoERS AND DECLARATION OF INDEPEXDENCE.

The Boors, having formally declared their independence at Heidelberg
on the 16th December 1580, proceeded, after two days’ deliberation at tho
Pardo Kraal, to place a Government of their awn in the handa of a Trinm-
yirate, consisting of Kruger, Protorious, and Joubert.

Thereupon the Government was installed at Heidelberg, with an
Execntive Couneil, consisting of Jonbert, Jousson, and Mara, On the
16th inst., open hostilities against the British wers procluimed, and begnn
the next day with an attack on Potehefstreom.  On that day (17th)
Colonel Bellaivs, in tha fort of Potchelstroom, was summoned o sur-
render, buf refused ; and the same day he suceeesfully repulsed an attack
of the Bosrs. On the 18th, Major Clarke, who had been besieged in the
Court House with a small force, surrendered.

In the meantime (on Deesmber 17th), Commander Joubert had sent n
despateh o Colonel Sir W. 0. Lanyon, announecing that a Repullie had
been establisked, and warning him that any movement of froops on the
part of tha British suthorities would be regarded as a declavation of war
against the Republic. Whilst the IMessenger was on the road to Pretoria,
{he Boers learnt that a convoy of 300 men were proceeding from Loydon-
berg to Pretoria, and Joubert ab onece seb out with a strong foreo to
in‘sé:‘cc]nt this fores. He met them eight hours’ distance from the last-
namoed town. Joubert reporis that he sent a mesganger, requasting the
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On 12th April 1877, the British Government, in a Gezeite Extraordinary
dated Pratoria, Transvaal, proclaimed the Transvanl to be British territory,
in the following torme:—

# Wherens at a meeting hold on the sixteenth day of January, in the
yaar of our Lord ono thousand eight undred and fifty-two, at the Sand
River, between Her Majesty’s Assistant Usmmissionars, Major Hogge and
C. M. Owen, Iisq., on the ane parf, and a deputation from the emigrant
farmers then residing north of the Vaal River, at tho head of which was
Commundant-General A, W. J. Pretorius, on thoe other part, the said Her
Majesty’s Assistant Commisgioners did ¢ guarantes in the fullest manner
on the part of the British Government to the emigrant favmers north of
the Vaal River,the right to manage their own affairs, and to govern them-
gelyes according to their own laws, without any inferferenze on the part
of the British Government:’ And whereas the evident objects and in¢iting
motives of the Assistant Commissioners in granting such guarantee or per-
mission to persons who woro Hoer Majesty’s subjeets, were ‘to promote
peaps, free trade, and friendly interconrse” with and among the inhahi-
tants of the Transvaal, in the hepe and belief that the territory which o
few years afferwards—namely, in Pobronary 15868 —beecame known by the
style and title of ¢ I'ha South African Republie,’ would beceme a flonrishing
and self-sustuining State, a source of strength and security to neighbouring
Burcpean communities, and s point from which Christinnity and civilisa-
it rapidly spread towards Central Africa: And whereus the hopes
and expactabions upon which this mutual compacl was reasonably and
honourably founded have been disappointed, and the cirenmstances ag set
forth more at length in my address to the peopls, of to-day's date, here-
unto attached, show that increasing wealkness in the State itself on ths one
side, and more than corresponding growth of real strength and confidence
among the native tribes on the other, have produced their natural and
inevitable consequences, as will more fully appear from a brief allusion to
the facts; that wiber more or less of irvitating contact with aboriginal
tribes to the north, there commeneod about the year 1867 gradual abandon-
mont to the natives in that direction, of territory seitled by burghors of
this State, in well-buily towng and villages, and on granted faring ; that
this was succeaded by the extinetion of all effective rule over extensive
tracts of country, inclnded within the boundaries of the State, and as a
consequenco by the practical independenace, which still continues, of large
native tribes reaiding therein, who had until then considerved themselves
eubjocta; That some fow farmers, unwilling to forfeit hemes which they
had created for their familiss, and to which they held granta from the
Government of the Transvaal, which grants had, however, ceased and atill
fail {o protect them in their oceupation, made terms with the chisfs, and
now oceupy their farms on conditions of perindical paymenta to those
chiafs, nobwithstanding tlie acknowledgmoent which sueh payments invelve:
That this decay of power and ebb of authorify in the northis 114:?ng followed
by similar processes in the south under yot move dangerous cirenmstancos;
peaple of this State residing in that divection have been eompelled within
the last three months, at the bidding of mative chiefs, and af a moment’s
notice, to leave their farms and homes, their standing crops, some of which
were ready for reaping, and other property, all to be teken posgession of
by natives, butb that the Government 19 moroe powerless than eyver to vindi-
cato its assumed rights. or to resist tho declension that is threatening its
existenca; that all confidence in its stability onee felt by surrounding and
distant Huropean communities has been withdrawn ; that commerce is
wellnigh destroyed: that the country is in a state of bankruptey; that the
white inhabitants, discontented with their condition, are divided into fac-
tions j that the Government has fallen into holpless paralysis from causes
which it lias been unuble to control or eountevact; and that the prospect
of the election of a new president, so far from allaying the general anxiety,
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British officor in command to stop until a reply had heen received from
Colonel Lnnyon. The officer, however, gave orders to move on, ¢ Then,
says Joubert, *T commanded the charge, Within 130 yards we charged,
dismounted, and fired, and the capitualation followed. Tt was a matiter of
fifteen minutes.” All the wounded were sent up to Pretoria. There arve
over fifty killed, many wounded, tho remainder prisoners, These prisoners
have heen rolensed in detachments, and arve returning to the neighbouring
colonies wiw the Orange River State, Kimberly, and Natul,

The Boers have issned a long “independence ™ proclumalion, and they
arp governing the country by means of the Trinmvirafs above named, who
have addressed characteristic lettors to Sir George Pomeroy Colley, Colonel
Sir W. Lanyon, and President Brand of the Frae State, attempting to prove
t the British authoritios precipiteted the collision at Potchefsiroom on
Dedgmber 15 and 16, and also in the affair near Pretoria, by firing fivst,

Glossary of Dutch Names in South Africa.

Aflsen, lonely, Cudhoutberg, ¥ 01d Bueh™ mountain,
Assegat, a javelin. Outspan, to camp, by unyoking
Berg, mountain, teams from wazgons.
Bffr:,r;en. mountains. LPany pond, Iarge or small, fiesh or
Biagwwbank, bluo ridge, salt, ]
Blink, shiny, bright. Flatherg, flat mountain.
Buffeis, builalo. FPaort, a gate; a pass.

rift, practicable crossingin river; | Jidet, rocd,

" a ford.

Dawars, cross, or running obliquely
to across.

Haut, wood.

Hout berg, fimberad monntain,

Inspan, to yoke tesm to waggon
to start on w trading or “trek-
ing” journoy,

Kemeel lop, givaile’s hill.

Klip, a stons,

Kilip spruit, stony stroum.

Klogf, a glen, gorge, or valley
‘eloged at highest end,

Kaern, corn, ‘

Kop, hill, headland.

Kopjie, Tittle hill.

Loraal, village or town of Kafirs.

Krans kep, 1 ilo ill.

Krantz, a procipice.

FLosberg, isolated or loose mountuin,

Lydenberg, moimtain of Borrow.

HRoode pan, red pond.

Sehioon sprudt, clean or elear river.

Sleng, a snake.

Spiocen, & apy.

Spion Kop, Mount Took-out,

Spruit, a stream, & hrook,

Steenkool, coal.

Tafel, table.

Trek, literally to go on a jonrney;
often usod as fo barter or frade,

Vaal, mud-colour, whitish,

Vals, fulse, full of quicksanda.

Veld, unsneloged eoun

Vied, a marah; also the
drains it

Wet fontein, white [ountain or
spring.,

Witpan, white pond.

Wilye, willow.

Zuikerboshvand, Sugar-bush range.

roam that
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